
ALGERIA - ON A 
KNIFE EDGE

Continuing at a breakneck speed, 
the terminal crisis of Stalinism is 
claiming another victim, this time in 
Algieria.

In a series of events similar to the 
recent coup in die former Soviet Union, 
the Algerian military who took power 
on January 11, excused their acuons in 
the name of preserving national security 
in the face of imminent election vic
tory by the Islamic Fundamentalist 
Movement(FIS).

FIS’s recent successes builds on its 
good showing in the regional and mu
nicipal elections that were held June 
1990, Then they won over 55 per cent 
of the vote, as compared to the ruling 
National Liberation Front(FLN), which 
scored only 30 per cent.

The FLN’s support had dropped 
even lower in the period since then, 
feulling widespread speculation of a 
FIS landslide in the national elections. 
Before the coup, the FIS had won 188 
seats in parliament and needed only 28 
more in the second round of voting to 
take office in their own right.

U ninterrupted rule
The FLN has ruled uninterrupted in 

Algeria ever since 1962, when it took 
power at the head of a national libera
tion struggle against French imperial
ism after eight years of war. At one 
point more than 500,000 French troops 
were deployed in the colony, backed 
by 40 per cent of US military aid to the 
NATO alliance.

The FLN lost the military conflict, 
but the scale of resistance and the sym
pathy it stirred among much of the 
French public forced a crisis in French 
politics. In 1958, the French military' 
and ruling class brought in General De 
Gualle in a bloodless coup to strenghten 
the war effort.

However soon De Gualle came to 
see the war as an obstacle to modern
ising French capitalism, and granted 
Algieria independence.

The FLN set about constructing a

classic Stalinist regime. Its leader, Ben 
Bella, committed the FLN to capitalist 
national development along the lines 
of Sukarno’s Indonesia and Nassar in 
Egypt.

Although overthrown by the army, 
his successor, Boumedienne, contin
ued to expand the nationalised sector 
of the economy. In the eighties, Alger
ia’s rulers embarked upon a programme 
of economic restructuring and privati
sation in a bid to attract foreign capital 
and pay off the nation’s massive debt.

An unclear situation
In one respect, the present situation 

is the result of tire tension affecting 
nearly all the Stalinist states; how to 
balance the demands of international 
capital with the deteriorating living 
standards of the masses.

The growth of Islamic fundamen
talism is in many ways the direct 
product of this situation.

Certainly no support can be given 
to the FIS and its anti-working class, 
nationalist, reactionary program. This 
is particularly in regard to social issues 
such as the status of women in Algerian 
society, although die FLN’s track record 
in this and other areas has been little 
better.

At the sametime it is important to 
analyse carefully the origins of funda
mentalism and the FIS’s growing suc
cess. At first primarily a movement 
among the petty bourgeosie, intellectu
als of lower class origin and small 
traders, with support among the tradi
tionalist sectors of the middle class, 
fundamentalism achieved a mass base 
with the decreasing economic situtaion 
in Algieria.

In 1985, there was a fall in the price 
of oil, cutting Algeria’s foreign earnings 
by 40 per cent. When strikes and food 
riots broke out in protest at these con
ditions in 1988, tlie FLN sent in the 
military, killing hundreds of demon
strators.

The FIS benefitted from the wide
spread public dissatisfaction caused by 
actions such as these. It is very much a 
movement rooted among the economi
cally disinherited urban masses, who 
in the absence of any mass worker’s 
party, believe they have found a party 
willing to take on the abuses of the 
FLN regime.

The growth of the FIS has been 
directly fostered by the FLN through 
its opposition to the development of 
any political and public activity inde
pendent of its own organisation. In 
1988, the FLN banned all street meet
ings and demonstrations, allowing the 
FIS, with its network of mosques, to be 
the only opposition organisation in the 
country.

The FLN has also used the threat of 
Islamic fundamentalism on numerous 
occassions to purge its ranks of left wing 
dissidentis and to clamp down on the 
activities of militant trade unionists.

On the knife edge
The situation in Algiers is similar 

to the situation across Eastern Europe 
and tlie Soviet Union six months ago.

On the one hand, the FLN and mili
tary administration remains paralysed 
by internal crisis between those who 
control the nationalised industries and 
oppose any further opening to the world 
economy, and a faction of "reformers" 
who are pushing to introduce a fullscale 
market economy.

It is the “reformers" who, with the 
support of the military, are gaining the 
upper hand. But theirs is a temporary 
victory only. The cuop won’t increase 
the FLN’s support base, nor solve the 
enormous social crisis in Algiers.

Neither does the FIS hold any solu
tion to Algeria's situation.

This can only come from the strong 
Algierian working class, who although 
active since the coup, have yet to make 
their presence felt in any coherent, class 
conscious way.



Compass: The 
cool winds of 
deregulation

The cool winds of deregu
lation have seen Compass 
Airlines come and go, and with 
it, the promise of cheap air 
fares, competition and free 
markets.

The 85% of Australian 
people who have been polled 
to be in favour of returning 
Compass to the air are quite 
understandable. For years 
they have been ripped off by 
the two airline policy perpe
trated by this and other pre
vious governments.

The fate of Compass is also 
interesting from the point of 
view of the battle previously 
undertaken with the Airlines 
Pilots Federation.

Quite clearly the Labour 
Government, in its attempt to 
serve its mates, in particular, 
Sir Peter Abels and Rupert 
Murdoch’s Ansett Company, 
deliberately ran down Aus
tralian Airlines by refusing to 
provide additional capital and 
encouraging the deregulation.

Compass could not be tol
erated by either Ansett or 
Australian Airlines as it posed 
an ongoing significant threat 
to their profitability.

The difficulties which 
Compass faced are also un
derstandable from that point 
of view.The poor, and in some 
places, complete absence of 
facilities, was a very clear ex
pression of the intention of 
Government in relation to de
regulation, as a ‘free-for-all’ 
in which there is clearly no 
level flying field.

A question of leadership?
It is interesting that a 

number of apparently, con
tradictory elements emerged 
from the manoeuvres sur
rounding Keating’s Ascension 
to power.

The final ballot was only 
successful because of mano
euvres within the Victorian 
Left of the Labour Party led 
by Wally Curren, the Secret
ary of the Meatworkers Un
ion.

Curren arranged for a sig
nificant number of left wing 
Victorian MPs to switch their 
allegiance, probably in ex
change for some material 
support for the discredited 
Kirner Government.

It is also significant that 
Keating in the period between 
the first and second ballots, 
appeared to be moving closer

to and seeking an accommo
dation with the Trade Union 
movement which traditionally 
has been Bob Hawke’s major 
support base.

It is hardly appropriate to 
define Keating as being to the 
left of Hawke since they are 
both extraordinarily right wing 
in their views on most ques
tions, but the adaption that 
Keating made now clearly 
places him closer to the trade 
union bureaucracy than 
Hawke was able to maintain.

The manoeuvres present 
the trade union movement 
with an opportunity to make 
demands for the restoration 
of full employment, for major 
public projects to be under
taken and to be place in de
mands for restoration of 
wages losses that have oc
curred since 1983.

The current discussions 
between Kelty and Keating 
over the question of wage tax 
trade off should be registered 
at all costs.

Tax trades offs inevitably 
lead to further cuts in Gov
ernment expenditure and in 
particular, cuts in the public 
sector.


