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l\E\-ELOPIIENTS of the rrior:th in the Lr-
llternational Ladies' Garrnent Workers' Un-

ion reveai some details of the Sigman poli-
cies that, soberly considered, can onl1' f. 6..-
cribed as a repudiation of the fundamentals of
unionism. The unions in Philadelphia refused
to enciorse the Sigman order for expulsion of all
members and sympathizers of the Tracle Lrrrion
Educational League, the officials of the I. L. G.
W. U. revoked the charters of all Philadelphia
locals and announced that thei' would all be re-
organized. New charters were issued nnder neu-
numbers, and a "membership commission" was
set up to examine and re-register the members.
On December r3th, 12 former rnernbers \vere
called before that body and the following points
were laid down as the requirements for re-admis-
sion to the I. L. G. W. U.

r. They should sign a written statement that
they rvill have nothing to do with the T. U. E. L.
nor any organization in sympathy with it.

2. They should not read or circulate any lit-
erature which is not in accord with the official
po1ic1' of the administration.

3. They should not attend any meetings or
entertainments given by tlie T. U. E. L. or anv
organization in sympathy with the League.

4. They should not sell or buy any tickets for
meetings or entertainments of the above-men-
tioned types.

This sort of "peonage" contract, binding the
members to the official machine in perpetuitr', has
resulted in less than z5% of tlie former members
of the Union in Philadelphia being re-enrollecl irr
the organization. It is hard to imagine tlie stu-
pidity of a policy that demands of union members
that they shall not read radical literature. attencl
radical entertainments, or oppose expulsions of
progressives. It is difficult to realize that union
officials are actually putting up such points as
qualifications for membership in the union. Yet
that is lr'hat is actually going on in Philadelphia.
The result that is bound to come, the disastrous
condition flowing from such insanity, rvill quicklr.
be apparent. The garment n,orkers of Philadel-
phia, in common with the mernbers all over the
country, may well rue the day that Sigman & Co.
took office in their union.

In all the garment centers the same policies are Members who do not know horv the struggle
prodtrcing like results of disorgani zation. Re- began, go to their local union tneetings to fina
vocation of charters, disfranchisement of mem- out what is going on. Here they find that no
bers, removals from office, expulsions from the discussions are allowed. Members are being ex-
union, removal from the shops, the blacklist, slug- pelled by star-chamber proceedings, but no votes
ging of protestins tnembers, and breaking up of are taken and no information given. Strong-arm

The "Ne$r Unionism" of Sigman & Co.
Johnstone

iocal nreetings-these are the \\reapons b1. lvhich
the Sigman regime has undertaken to rule the
I. L. G. W. U. and to break the influence of the
left rving rvitliin the organ ization.

The struggle that began over the issues of
amalgamation of all unions in the needle indus-
tr-r', the shop stervard,s1'steu, ancl the recognition
of Soi.iet Russia as three outstanding queltions,
has nou. become a struggle to mairrtain the very
existence of the Union. But are the reactionar\r
officials so stupid as to ltelieve that the1, can settll
anv of these issues by their tactics of violence ?

No, Sigman and his cohorts are facing a militant
rank and file that cannot be clubbed into submis_
sion to arbitrary orders. But even if his mem-
bership were such slavish and degenerate people
that his orders should go unchallenged tir ihe
time, the demands of progressive and revolution-
ary elements are so rooted in the needs of the
indnstrl' that they must recur again and again,
until tl-rey are realized in life.

Antalgamation is a question that cannot be
settled by slugging those who advocate it. Ex-
pulsion of members from the union because they
propagate the shop stervard system still leaves
that question to be settled. Disfranchisement
and the blacklist for rvorkers that protest against
the expulsion policf is only an icftnission that
the officials cannot bear scrutiny. Despots of
i'edieval autocracies learned a lesson centuries
ago that Sigman has still to learn, that even a
despotism must be tempered by common sense.
And the rvorkers in the garment trades are not
slaves or serfs u'ho can be forced to accept even
an enlightened despotism. The.attempt to estab-
lish a black autocracv tvill eithe, .eis., or the
organization, u'eakened by this internal poison,
rvill fall beneath the blows of the employeis.

The situation is indeed serions. It is not a
factional dispute . And though it began as a fight
over the issues of amalgamation, the shop stewird
system, and other left-wing measures, the tactics
of the rvildly reactionary officials have arousecl
the membership to protest. It is now a fight be-
tween the rank and file and the International
officials. Members who, up to turo months ago,
took no particular interest in their union meet-
ings, are joining in the protests.
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