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British: Labor Party
And Palestine

.Dear Editor:

I read: the recent issues of  the
Trotskyite. press and was gratified
to see that both LABOR ACTION
and ‘The-Militant denounce the cru-
elty of-the .British Labor- Govern-
ment (whom: they supported in the
elections) toward: the Jewish:refugees
of the “Exodus 1947" and for mnot
allowing them to land in Palestine.

One thing puzzles me. I have been
told that you are opposed to‘'Jewish
immigration into. Palestine. In that
case, what would you have [donel
to .enforce- your. opposition to 'Jew-
ish-immigration under the same cir-

cumstances?

1 realize of course that your oppo-
sition to immigration is not immuta-
ble. ‘Have you changed your posi-
tion? If so, why?

Yours truly,
H. S., Brooklyn, N. Y.

It is impossible to.reply thorough-
ly in-this form to the letter from
H..S. We can..only.indicate our po-
sitions -on the several questions he
put to us. and refer our, readers to
back.issues .of LABOR ACTION (and
The New International) where: these
views are presented in considerable
detail.

it cannot be said that our policy
was one of pure and simple support

. to ‘the; Labor: Party of -Great:Britain.

In. everything we -wrote.about - the

. party of -Attlee, Bevin and -Morrison

, we pointed out that it was not a-gen-

uine. party of socialism and that it
would not:and could not carry out a

. socialist,” consistent, uncompromising

. policy : because it was. essentially a

reformist. . .party of. socialist .colora-

tion taking over the job of custodian
of the British Empire. But it was
and is the party of British labor.
And, in hailing the victory of the
Labor Party in the last national elec-
tion we pointed out that this victory
reflected the tremendous ferment in
the working class; that the victory of
the Labor Party, given the prospects
outlined above, could hasten the rad-
icalization of the British working
class and elevate the struggle for
socialism.

In the period in which it has been
the ruling party, the BLP has carried
through a partial nationalization un-
der the most difficult world and do-
mestic economic situation, made
doubly worse because the Labor Par-
ty tries to solve the problems of the
nation on a fundamentally capitalist
basis, employing socialist phrases in
the place of socialist action,

It goes without saying that we are
sharp critics of this regime and it
we were in England we would op-
pose- its verbal socialism with a con-

sistently revolutionary .socialist. pro--

gram which would seek the reorgan-
ization of the country on a genuinely
socialist basis as the only means of
solving the problem of the - masses
and initiating once again the-world
movement for socialism against-capi-
talist imperialism and- Stalinism.

The fact of the matter is that the
bulk of the working class in.an over-
whelmingly working class country is
in -the Labor Party and while many

+ of them are dissatisfied with the par-

ty they are dissatisfied with it be-
cause of its watered-down  policies
and lack of strong revolutionary ac-
tion. Yet they know that the deep
crisis which afflicts the country is
the fault of capitalism and the capi-
talist political parties which gov-
erned for so many years, and they
continue to this very moment to sup-
port uneguivocally the Labor Party,

The need in Great Britain:is for

a genuine revolutionary -socialist
party; the base for that party lies
within the Labor:Party with its mil-
lions of worker members, there to
carry on the struggle against the par-
ty bureaucracy and lay the basis for
a-party of British socialism.

We are not, never were and could
not -be supporters of British imperi-
alist policy whether it be under the
helm of a Churchill or an Attlee
and we are vigorously opposed to
the latter's. policy in Palestine; That
should be obvious since. we call for
an " independent . Palestine, an end
to the mandate and- British rule.

You have been misinformed about
our, position on Jewish immigration
to Palestine. As.socialist internation-
alists we have everywhere and al-

. ways opposed border restrictions, the

passport and identity systems, re-
stricted immigration, etc. In the spe-
cific case of Palestine, we have been
consistently for the right of Jewish
immigration since the development
of .this new situation several years
ago. * Naturally, as Americans, our
first slogan is “Open the Doors of
the U. S.* to the homeless Jews. Butl
it ‘would. be. nothing. short of hypoc-
risy if we. were for the right of the
Jews to.emigrate to Palestine but
not to the United States, or vice
versa.

You have .confused : our position

. with.that of The Militant,. which is

opposed to Jewish  immigration to
Palestine, though it favors such im-

. migration. everywhere else.

The Editors.

:Reader ‘Defends- Right

Of ‘WP in Elections
Dear .Sirs:

Detroit .election methods ‘allow all
the . tricks . played  elsewhere - to be



