Real Independence Is Way to End Fratricidal Bloodshed—

.‘ Black "Normalcy” Settles On Paléstme ,

By AL FINDLEY

A black “normaley” has settled over
Palestine. When five or six people are
killed on one day, the correspondents
call it a “quiet” or normal day. It
takes a catastrophe like the Ben Ye-
huda Sireet bombing that killed 54
people to make the front pages.

The Arabs are shifting their method
of attack from small bands of five to
twenly each, to guerilla bands of a
few hundred each. Many of these are
Palestinian Arabs trained in other
countriés. The largest proportion are
“yolunteers” from the Syrian, Leba-
nese and Iragi armies. The total num-
ber of Arab volunteers whoih the
British have allowed to cross the
frontiers, is estimated at about 7,000.
This Arab army, while not possessing
heavy arms, is well-equipped for the
job it proposes to do—harassing, and
hit-and-run fighting in order to upset
the precarious imperialist balance in
faver of partition.

Arms for this army came from
three sources: (1) Arabian govern-
ments who have arms and are still
getting limited amounts at present
‘from England. (2) From the “mer-
chants of death"—
and black marketeers. (3) From
Czechoslovakia’'s famous Skoda arma-
ment works. . _

Arabian agents have signed an
agreement with the nationalized Sko-
da works for $100,000 worth of arma-
ments. The first shipment, consisting
of 180 machine guns with 120,000
rounds of anmumunition, 130 sub-ma-
chine guns, 600 pistols and 1,150,000
rifle bullets, was made on December
28. . Two smaller air shipmenis were
made .on January 8 and January 10.

The Czechs no longer deny shipping
arms. In reply to a quesiion {from the
Jewish press, Stalinist Interior Min-
ister Nocek replied that officially tney
were celling only to legitimate gov-
ernmenls and that he was not con-
cerned with the ullimate destination
of the arms.

ARAB DIVISION

A three-cornered  fight is taking
place among_ the Arab politiicans for
control of the Arab forces in Pales-
tine. First, there is the struggle of the
Arab League for supremacy over all
Palestinian Arabs. There is also ihe
personal struggle between the Muiti,
claiming 1o represent ‘“political zu-
thority,” and the “military” led by
Kawukzi. A temporary truce has been
arranged dividing the fronts between
different commanders representing
differént factions, but ullimate dispo-
gition has not been reached.

In addition, there is Abdullah. The
Syrians and Lebanese want an im-
mediate “guerilla” struggle to fore-
stall any attempt by Abdullah fo ab-
sorb Arab Palestine. LABOR AC-
TION has in the past given full infor-
mation on Abduliah’'s plans for a
greater Syria. Herald Tribune corres-
pondent Rogers reports that Abdullah
now has the support of the U. S. for
his plan, but that Abdullah wants the

armament dealers -

U. S. to win over Russia and tip the
scales in favor of those in Britain who
support his scheme by which he will
be “called in” by a group of Pales-
tinian Arabs and will “pacify” the
country, but will stop at the borders
of the proposed Jewish state. In re-
turn, the U, S. is to prevail on Russia
.to withdraw her velo against Abdul-
lah's admission to the UN and Eng-
land'(with U. S. backing) should con-
{inue its subsidy for his Arab. Legion.

BRITISH FOSTER CHAOS *

The British are doing thédir bit to
create chaos.
which in the past has conducted
house-to-house Searches in large cit-
ies, now claims inability to prevent
the entry of 7,000 Arabs. The British
administration is rapidly deteriorat-
ing in Palestine and each local com-
mander is a law unto himself, No at-
tempt is being made for the orderly
trahsfer of power into the hands of
ihe inhabitants of the country. Large
stocks of arms are purposely being
left in such a position that a struggle
for possession will take place. Indi-
vidual Britiskh soldiers have undoubt-
edly taken part in aitacks on the
Jews. The outrageous bombing of
New Jerusalem’s main street was car-
ried out by a group that consisted ol
British and Polish volunteers.

One pmnt upon which the over-
whelming majority oi‘ Jews and
Arabs agree, is the demand- that the
British leave as soon as possible, 1t
is tragically funny io hear, after all
this, appeal by Chaim Weitzman
for a British-Jewish rapprochment.

Engiand has also acted to paralyze
the economic life of the country and
to force an economic: agreement fa-
vorable to the London “City.” Pales-
tine had a surplus of dollars, but the
British prevented their use, and
forced their conversion into pounds
on the grounds that Palestine was in
the Sterling bloc. These pounds have
now been frozen. Without consulting
any of the inhabitants of the country,
Palestine has been excluded from the
Sterling Bloe. Of the approximately
100,000,000 pounds due Palestine, only
4,000,000 pounds are to be at the dis-
posal of Palestine trade and industry.
The rest is frozen until an arrange-
ment can be made by -His Majesty's
Government with ejther the UN Com-
mission or with successor stales.

The British Foreign Office has been
attempting to capitalize on the fact
that it was the only great power to
oppose partition to induce the Arabi-
an countries to sign treaties favorable
to England. The growing nationalist
sentiment amongst the Arabs has de-
feated this plan. With the result that
the “model” British-Iraq tireaty has
been repudiated.

JEWS DISCUSS “ATTACK”

The ‘Jews too are preparing. They
possess arms given them by the Brit-
ish in World War II, and are receiving
arms via international A smuggling.
They have recently bought 21 de-

CHARGES FALSIFICATION OF REPORT
ON LOCAL 45 MEMBERSHIP MEETING

CLEVELAND, Feb. 23 — As brazenly
. as after the- January membership
meeting, one of the officers of Fisher
" Body Local 45 released to the press
an account of Sunday's membership
meeting which has nothing in com-
mon with what actually occurred.

At the previous meeting, an en-
dorsement of Wallace had been se-
cured. However, the largest minority
vote registered in the local in a long
time was recorded against the en-
dorsement. Leo Fenster, recording
secretary, then told the newspapers
that all but THREE members had
voted for Wallace! This time the offi-
cer involved is not specifically named,
but it is probably the same Fenster.

The meeting of February 22 (see
last week's LABOR ACTION) record-
ed itself by a voice vote as being
overwhelmingly for' instructing in-
coming officers to sign Taft-Hartley
affidavits. There was a. definite “No”
vote, however, and Charles Kennedy,
in the chair, specifically asked Fen-
ster if he-wanted a hand or standing
count made. Fenster did not take ad-
vantage of this offer, and everyone
conceded the vote was for compli-

Then the story went on, “A 'spokes-
man for the present officers, often
accused of left-wing leanings, -said:
‘Only about eight or so members
voted on the resolution and the rest
of the members abstained from vot-
ing, thereby showing their disap-
proval of the measure.”

In the next paragraph this same
officer is qguoted as saying this was
an ‘“unimportant” feature of the
meeting! Further on in the story, this
spokesman tells of his surprise at the
large turnout by the membership,

The Stalinists in this local, as else-
where, are but a tiny part of the
membership. They have advanced te
leadership and maintained themselves
there by opportunism of the worst
sort, deals with all kinds of elements,
and false claims to militancy. These
who dared to oppose them were sub-
ject to character assassination and
slander. Now for the first time in
years, the Stalinist pleas for unity
and unanimity have failed and they
were beaten fair and square on the
issue of isolating the local from the
rest of ‘the UAW.

The Stalinists can't take

it, and

An army of 100,000 .

crepit awp].an_es and other surplug
supplies from the British, For a time
the Jewish leaders have alternated
between boasts that their armed:
might is sufficient to patrol all of Pal-
estine (Ben-Gurion) to a plea for an
international army. They are concen-
trating on trying to get the U. S. to
lift the embargo on arms for the Jew-
ish militia.

The Haganah has until now limited
itself to defense, and to reprisals
around the borders of the proposed
Jewish state, There is some talik of
adopting a policy of “attack” on the
main centers of Arab mobilization
deep in Arab territory. The main pro-
ponents of this policy are the Irgun,
the -Stern group and the Revisionists.
Those who doubt the close connection
between Revisionists and the Irgun
or Slern group, should note that all
three groups adopted and began prop-
agandizing for this plan at the same
time. The unity agreement between
thé Irgun and the Haganah that was
initiated is now dead. The primary
reason was excessive Irgun demands
for independence to raise funds ani
to engage in political propaganda.
QOpen fights in the streets of Tel-Aviv
are now taking place between Irgun-
ists and Haganah members. '

U. 8. POSITION *

Prospects for an imperialist Inter-
national army to enforce partition
ended with the statement of U, S.

delegate Austin to the U.N, Sécurity

Council. While reaffirming the prin-
ciple of partition; he declared that
the UN charter did not give the se-
curity council the right to enforce
partition and called for a Big Five
agréement on-whether or not the sit-
peace, and to “consult.” Since Britain
and China are part of the Big Five,
it is obvious that no action will take
place. The U. S. delegate solemnly
called upon the UN as a “matter of
urgency” to “do nothing—at once.”
This legalistic statement is a retreat
from .the American argument used to
swing smaller nations behind the
original partition scheme. Palestine
joins the growing list of ‘“issues,”
along with South Africa, Korea, the
Balkans and Trieste that expose the
UN as being fittle more thana chess-
bhoard on” which seme moves in the
international game of diplomacy are
made.

In effect, what the U, S. said was
that if partition could be carried out,
it would mot oppose it. If the situa-
uation ‘in Palestine was a threat to
tion got worse, the U. 8. is free to
act, either to reconsider or to take a
position to enforce the partition. The
United States hopes for one of the
following: (1) . The Jews will be able
to establish a state by their own pow-
er. (2) Some scheme can be worked
out with Arab politicians, (3) Ene-
land can be induced to stay and keep
the situation in hand.

England’s latest declaration that af-
ter May 15 cshe will consider the UN.
as the “legal government” of Pales-
tine, has dimmed State Department
hopes that England will stay. At the
same time it undermines Austin's le-
gal statement to the Security Coun-
cil, since it “legally” takes the issue
out of the category of “threats to the
peace” and puts it into the realm of
“law and order” that is so appealing
to the U. S. rulers. The report about
the United States’ support to Abdul-
lah’s plan is only one of the ways in
which the United States attempts to
eat its cake (partition) and have it
too (Arab oil and alliances).

It is of course not egcluded that if
these schemegs should fail to achieve
partition and a stabilization of the
Palestinian -situation, the present
small retreat by the U, S. Will be but
the beginning of a long series of re-
treats that may lead to complete
abandonment of the partition plan.
However, as yet the U. 5. has not
reached that decision.

ZIONISTS RUSH-PLANS

The reaction of Zionist leaders to
the ‘American statement has been a
speeding up of the process of form-
ing a provisional Jewish government,
Officially, this action will be taken,
a little early, to be sure, to conform
with the April 1 time table of the
UN partition plan for the establish-
ment “of provisional councils of gov-

ernment.” Actually,,zt is an attempt
to concretize the partition plan be-
fore the sands run out: This provi-
sional government may declare its in-
dependence May 15, when the British
leave. It is also rumored that. this
declaration of independence will have
the consent of the “five lonely men”
who make up the UN pariition com-.
mission.

Russia has remained silent. The
Zionists have little hope that Russia
will take any other position than
Austin. did, since Austin argued for
the fundamental positions of Stalinist
diplomacy—that the UN cannot en-
force its :political decisions and that
basic action must be taken By the
Big Five. It may also aitémpt Some
kind of demagogic,appeal to Zionist
innocents. (As we go to press, the
first of these predictions has been
proved true withe Gromyko's state-
ment to UN.—Ed,) .

LABOR ACTION long ago reported.
its opinion that a UN army would

hardly be formed as a resilt of the

conflicting imperialist rivalries. Even
if a UN army would have been
formed, it would not and could not

bring peace to Palestine. All it could "

do would be to perpetuate foreign
control of Palestine. and .prolong the
dangerous transitional period, thus

T RS S AL N ST *
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continuing the incentive to bloodshed :

and violence. Neither will bloodshed
in Palestine stop if partition is de-
feated by the Mufti and his cohorts.
Peace will not come to Palestine by
imposing Arab rule on Jews or Jew-
ish rule on Arabs. ,

The only effective. way to minimize
bloodshed in Palestine is by the im-
mediate granting of independence to
both the Jewish and Arab peoples of
Palestine. This can be done in a mat-
ter of days, at most weeks, if there
is a will to do this—for example, In-
dia. The braided geographical bor-
ders and the realities of the interde-
pendent economies of the two people
would then be able to operate to give
free play to those forces among both
Jews and Arabs who will work to-
ward peace and unity.

G

rd

Palestine Discussion

We have been compelled to omit,

for lack of space, our column of dis-
cussion on the Palestine issue. In ad-
dition to contributions listed last
week, we have received an article
from -Albert Goldman. We shall try
to allot a greater space to the dis-
cussion in next week’s issue.
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Los Angeles Class:
Trotsky's Theories
‘LOS ANGELES—A class in the

‘“Theories of Trotsky,” under the gen-
eral heading “Development of Social-
ist Thought,” will be held by the
‘Workers Party, of Los Angeles on
Friday nights,. béginning Friday,
March 12. Albert Gates, organizer for
the Los Angeles branch of the WP,
will be the instructor of the class,
whiech will meet at the headquarters
of the Workers Party, 3314 ‘So. Grand
Avenue.
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$3.00
each

A permanent record of week-by-
week Marxist analysis  of the
year’'s outstandmg events, Fifty-
two copies of LABOR ACTION,
including the EXCELLENT spe-
cial features contained in the
eighti-page issues. ', '

Order from

WORKERS PARTY

4 Court Square

Long Island City 1, N. Y.
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