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THAT which distinguishes French
imperialism in Syria from English
imperialism in Palestine is its mili-
tant character. The commissar and
commander of the military forces has
acted ruthlessly towards that section
of the population which did not sub-
mit to the French commands and was
hostile to the foreign occupants, As
a result, the national revolutionary
emancipation movement in Syria in
general has assumed an equally sharp
charaeter, which is reminiscent of the
time when the Arabs defended their
independence in the fight against the
Turkish despots. Right up to re-
cently, Syria has remained a country
of constant revolutionary ferment,
continnal outbreaks, raids and con-
spiracies. In September, 1924 during
the daring raid upon Damsascus by a
“band™ which seized possession of
some police depots, for some time held
a whole section of the town im its
hands, and then were able to conceal
themselves in the town unhindered,
created a great sensation. As this at-
tack was not accompanied by any
plhindering, this event, like the re-
volts which broke out at the same
time in the Southeast of the country,
bore a purely pelitical character.

The antiFrench movement is of
course developing under illegal con-
ditiona. The most powerful organ-
ization in the country .“Hissn-el-Wat-
aniel-Arabi” (Arabian National Party)
—carries on its work by illegal com-
mittees and has no possibility of com-
Ing out into the open. The French
system of suppression is seen to be
still more harsh as regards its treat-
ment of the press. The opposition
press is throttied (for example, the
big bourgeois newspaper “Of Makki-

kech,” (“Truth”) has been sup-
pressed.) -A number of people who
had played a leading part in the na-
tional revolutionary party wers semn-
tenced to terms of imprisonmeant or
expelled from the country.

IN spite of the repressions the Arab
‘revolutionary movement in Syrie is
constantly growing. The Arab na
tional movement is gradually asswm-
ing the character of a movement of
the broad masses of the peopls. This
is chiefly due to the difficult economie
situation in which Syria finds itself at
present. The peasantry of the most
cultured district in the Lebanons are
emigrating in masses as their situa-
tion is intolerable. The wages of the
town workers are lower than those of
pre-war times, while the cost of food
has considerably increased. Syria
formerly constituted a trade route for
Turkey, but it is now isolated and its
trade is almest entirely crippled. The
native Arabiam industry is dying out;
on the other hand the French capital-
ists are enjoying every sort of priv-
ilege. The government has not moved
a finger in order to improve the exist-
ing state of affairs. Not only that;
the budget is loaded with the burden
of the repayment of the Turkish debts
(in the interests of the French finam-
ces), with the enormous parasitic of-
ficial apparatus, and with public un-
dertakings which are not in any way
for the benefit of the national econ-
omy of Syria, but are necessary to
the French for their strategic aims.
The national emanicpation move-
ment itself is gradually changing its
character. In the past this movement
for emancipation formed an integral
part of the Pan-Islamic movement,
chiefly uniting in its ranks the Mo-

hammedan elements of Syria and aim-
ing at the creation of an All-Arabiam
state with Sheik of Mekka, Hussein
and his son Feisalat the head. This
movement is now becoming a move-
ment of the whole people. Broad circles
of ome-time mutually hostils Moham-
medan and christian intellectuals are
uniting together in a common le
against France. At the same time,
with the defeat sustained by Hussein,
there have also been dispelled the
hopes of an All-Arabian state under
the protectorate of any KEuropean
state. At presemt the movement has
loat its bearing and has no clear aim.
Bat the number of supporters of the
liberation movement is growimg. It
is also gaining confidence in its own
powers and we shall probably witness
in the near future the powerful growth
of a natiomal insurrectionary move-
ment in Syria, arising from the pro-
found discontent with the imperialist
domination.

more clever and renned is the
behavior of the English in the
English mandatory area in Palestine.
In the first place they refrain from rely-
ing solely upon the bayonets of their
troops. Just as in the other colonies,
they prefer to create a support in
the country itself. The French in
Beyrout rely upon the rule of their
own general, the English in Palestine,
however, impose the task of consol-
idating their power upon the liberal
Zionists, Compared with the policy of
Gouraud or Weygand in Syria, the
policy of Sir Herbedt Samuel in Pal-
estine bears a “conciliatory” and
“peaceable” character, The English
act as if they were not occupying the
country in their own interest, but in
order to fulfill a solemn and repeated

“promise” to the Jowish people to
“get up in Pslestine a national home
for the Jewsn."

In Syria it s the imperialist gow
ernment itseif which appears as the
leader of the struggle agsinst the na-
tive' population. In Palestine, how-
over, the English have created a buf-
fer In the shape of the Zionists. The
policy of the Zionsts in Palestine is
aggressive and absurd, and is regard-
ed by the Arab population as a ser
ious threat against their existence.
The Zionists enjoy various privileges
and advantages from the English gow
ernment. A minority, amounting to
not more than 13 per cent of the popu-
lation, enjoy special privileges from
the government thru the execntive o
gan of the Zionist organization, and
determine along with the government
the number of Jewish immigrants to
be admitted into Palestine, etc. In
order to provide settlemengs for the
Jewish immigrants the Zionist organ-
ization and other Jewish ecapitalist
concerns are purchasing land from
the Arab big landowners and expelling
the Arab peasants from their little
plots of ground.

N Palestine the government is df

recting its persecutions mainly
against the young, but well organized
Communist Party, which is conduct-
ing the most active and successful
fight against imperialism and against
Zionism. The connection of this party
with the national revolutionary ele-
ments and the growing popalarity of
its slogans among the Arab working
and peasant masses constifutes a ser
ious danger for English imperialism
in the Near East, as it threatens it

with the collapse of its cunning policy
in Palestine.




