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aof Favoriten (a purely working class district of Vienna )

thing they had never ventured to do before thereby defying

the prohibition of parades issued by the social democratic Bur
gomaster . On the same day the fascists in Burgenland beat up
workers and peasants who did not show them sufficient respect .
A day or two ago members of the Heimwehr in Vienna ever
broke up a meeting of the christian socialist trade union leader
Kunshak because the latter has made propaganda for his own
fascist organisation , the christian "Freiheitsbund " (Freedom
League ) , instead of for the Heimwehr .

So much for the "easing" of the situation in Austria !

----
The profound economic crisis , which is leading to a ca-

tastrophe and wholesale unemployment the number of unem
ployed has increased by 50,000 within four weeks - , renders
illusory any "peaceful" solution . Whilst the bourgeoisie is
proceeding to increase the customs duties even during the
present session of the National Council , which is bound to lead
to a tremendous increase of prices , the standard of living of the
Austrian workers is already to-day unbearable , and hunger is
radicalising the broad masses .

A profound fermentation is taking place among the un-
employed workers . How far this has already found organisa-
tional expression was shown by the delegate conference con-
vened by the Committee of Action of the Vienna Unemployed on
13th of December , which was attended by 48 delegates , elected
by groups of unemployed workers . This Conference adopted a
programme of demands , including 50 per cent . increase in un-
employment benefit , special allowance of 100 Schillings to meet
the extra expenses in the way of warmer clothing , fuel etc. during
the winter months . Similar delegate conferences of unemployed
are to be held in the provinces .

In this connection special mention must be made of the first
Vienna delegate Conference of working women , which took
place on the 15th of December . It was attended by 28 delegates
elected at factory and workshop , meetings ( 18 Communists ,
3 socialdemocrats and 7 non -party ) , 3 delegates sent by organi-
sations and 24 guests .

The resolution unanimously adopted by the Conference con-
tained the following demands : Equal pay for equal work , against
capitalist rationalisation , for 10 minutes rest after every hour's
work on the conveyor , against all night work and child work ,
against high prices , against the fascist Constitution , against the
new imperialist war , for Soviet Russia and for a Soviet Austria .

Thus from these revolutionary conferences of factory wor
kers , unemployed , of working women etc. there is being formed ,
under the leadership of the C. P. of Austria , the revolutionary
cadre of leaders , who in the process of the abandonment by the
Austrian workers of social fascism must place themselves at the
head of ever larger masses and gain the leadership of the
Austrian proletariat in this fight against fascism which is still
being waged in an intensified form .

CHINA
The Nanking Government Crisis .
The military and political crisis in China has already

assumed such sharp forms that the existence of the Nanking
Government itself is endangered . The sanguinary war against
Feng Yu Hsiang in North China ended in a draw : both sides
were weakened , but Feng ' troops retreated , after being paid
some millions of dollars for so doing. Immediately after this
"armistice " Nanking found itself confronted by new enemies .
In the south , Chang Fa Kui and the Kwangsi people continued
their attack on Nanking . Two divisions of the former Feng Yu
Hsiang General Shi Yu Hsiang rebelled immediately before
Nanking . This revolt extended to the whole province of Anwhei ,
at the head of which Shi Yu Hsiang had recently been placea ,
and spread over to Kiangsu , where the rebellious troops appa-
rently succeeded in holding up the railway traffic between
Shanghai and Nanking. Finally , a few days ago another old
militarist in the Kuomintang service , Tan Shen Shi , turned
against Nanking , captured the province of Honan and is now
advancing on Hankow , in which direction the troops of Feng
Yu Hsiang are also advancing .

What unites this block of enemies of Nanking?
Nothing but hatred against the "ruling" Nanking group

the fight for power. The moment of the victory of this bloc
therefore , would also mark the beginning of its disintegration
the beginning of new and fiercer conflicts among . the preser
allies . Thus the victory of the bloc would not by any mean
signify the end of the fights in the feudal bourgeois camp.
Let us assume , however , that Nanking succeeds in suppre

sing the revolt of Shi Yu Hsiang and Tan Shen Shi , in de
ding Canton and retaining "power ". Even in this case there
still remain in reserve the anti -Nanking Feng Yu Hsiang an
Yen Si Shen , the Mukden people , not to mention the smal
generals . Thus even in the event of a temporary success of th

e

Nanking government there still remains every prospect of

continuation o
f

the fights o
f

the Kuomintang generals .

It must be emphasised that the sharpening of the war of t

Generals in China has been called forth by the contradiction
among the imperialist groups who stand behind the Chires
generals . As a matter o

f

fact the power o
f

the Nanking gover
ment is already broken everywhere , with the exeption of a le

s

small districts in Central , South -Eastern and Southern Chiz
At bottoom it matters little whether the Nanking clique
formally overthrown o

r

whether its numerous enemies (who
not united among themselves and each o

f

whom is pursu

his own ends ) previously turn upon each other and the cre

is solved by a rotten compromise , which only perpetuates th
e

present state o
f

affairs . In either case there exists the obvio
fact that the Kuomintang reaction o

f

the bourgeoisie and large

landowners has proved itself incapable o
f accomplishing th

bistorical task o
f uniting China and creating the necessar

presumptions for the economic development o
f China .

The events o
f

the last few days destroy the last illusicos
regarding the possibility o

f stabilising the regime o
f

the bor
geoisie and the large landowners in China . The failure of t

attempts to establish unity and the collapse o
f

the Kuominta
regime in general , is accompanied by a revival o

f

the revi
tionary movement o

f

the working and peasant masses , wa
points to a new and powerful upsurge o

f

the real worke

and peasants ' revolution in China . Only by this victori
revolution will it be possible to unite the country and to eri
cate it from the chronic economic crisis .

The Chinese counter -revolution , which has changed to son
extent as regards its class structure , finds itself in a vicious
circle from which neither Wang Chin -wei nor any " reorgan
sationist " can help it to escape . It is again a question
preparing a "northern expedition " , o

f
a new revolt of t
h
e

working and peasant masses , but this time not under the g

o
f

the Kuomintang but under the red fighting flag of th
e

Chinese Soviets . It is in vain that Cheng Fa Kui and Wang
Chin -Wei are striving to get Canton into their hands . Canton
the scene o

f

the great Commune , will never become the bass

o
f

the prostitute Kuomintang .

AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

Partisan and Mass Fights in
Palestine .

By J. B
.
(Jerusalem ) .

After the events of the last few weeks there can be no doub
that the anti -imperialist fights in Palestine have entered upon
fresh stage . This stage is characterised by the increased effort

o
f

the Arab feudal -bourgeois leadership to put a complete en
d

to the insurrection and to arrive as quickly a
s possible a
t !

settlement with the British and — a
s is shown by a number

of signs , such a
s the visit to Palestine o
f

the British adventure
Captain Canning , projects for the solution o

f

the Palestine q
u
e

stion by the well -known "pro -Arab " Philby and by a number
of articles in the Arab press even with the "moderate " Zio-
nists . But neither the terrible methods of Terror of the British
Government (death sentences , imprisonments , fines ) nor y

e
t

th
e

treachery o
f

the leaders will be capable o
f destroying the m
o

vement , which , with the support o
f

the masses themselves, is

spreading in two directions : in the direction o
f unorganised

partisan fights (especially in the rural districts ) and in th
e
d
i

rection o
f spontaneous mass outbreaks (especially in the towns)
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The partisan fights are chiefly of a peasant character . Now it
the resistance of the peasants to attempts to disarm them
or instance , in the villages around Jerusalem ) , again the de-
ce they put up against the confiscations by the Zionist colo-
sts , whose appetite and predatory methods have not been mo-
ied by the events (conflicts between native Arabs and colo-
sts have taken place , especially lately , near Wadl Havaras ) ,
en again primitive attempts at attacks upon British posts and
dividual Zionist colonies such is the expression of the
artisan movement in various parts of the country .

www

Although , in view of this movement , the Zionists shout
bout "brigandage " and the British make every effort to trace
e "bands ", "peace and order " cannot be restored . Nor can
e terribly high tributes be collected . The Arab fellah and
edouines the poorest of the poor whose yearly budget
mounts as was stated in reply to the representative of the
ritish Labour Party on the investignation commission to

2 to 18 pounds sterling , whose conditions can hardly be worse
an they are continue to fight with the courage of despair
nd with their own primitive methods , even though they have
ong been betrayed by the feudal clique .
As to the mass movement in the towns , this , too , has got
uite beyond the control of the leaders . As the interests of the
ommercial bourgeoisie lie chiefly in competition with the Jewish
aders , the leaders wanted to use the mass movement by pro-
laiming a boycott slogan and thus augmenting their own pro-
ts under the cloak of nationalism . But their plan to make the
1ovement purely anti -Semitic was doomed to failure . On the
ontrary , when the Government utilised the boycott agitation

s a pretext to arrest several anti -imperialists (including Hamdi
Husseini and some of his supporters , who were summarily
hassified as "Communists ", although they had never represen-
ed a radical -nationalist programme ) , there was a big mass-
rotest movement in Jaffa , which developed into a general strike .
The strike and the disturbances in Jaffa lasted several days .

There was a demonstration in front of the government buildings
nd it was no easy job to disperse the crowd ; several of the
eople arrested (who were sentenced to deportation by the ad-
nistration ) resisted the British police and the masses made
ttempts to rescue the prisoners . Things became so tense in
affa that a warship was sent to stand by and a number of
varplanes were mobilised . But effectual help was again rendered
o the Government by the national -reformist leaders : when the
novement in Jaffa threatened to become an armed rebellion , when
he fellahs from the surrounding villages began to swarm into
Jaffa and , when it became necessary to support the action at
'affa from several other points in the country , the Arab leaders
hought it time to call the movement off ; they liquidated the
trike and stopped the solidarity demonstrations in the other
owns .

"As long as the investigation commission remains in
the country ", ran the decision , which was issued in the
name of the Great Mufti , "the Arabs must preserve peace ."
This was , of course , only an expedient to give the leaders
chance during the lull in the movement to bargain in London ,
for the representative of the Arab executive, Jamal el Husseini ,
had gone there for that purpose .
In the proclamations of the Communist Party of Palestine ,

which are distributed in the Arab language , the people are
cailed upon to convert the general strike into an anti - imperialist
insurrection , to form revolutionary workers' and peasants ' com-
mittees for the purpose of taking the leadership from the hands
of the traitors . The slogan of the seizure of the land of the
big landowners and of the rich Zionist colonists is set up .
In the proclamations , which are issued at the same time in
Hebrew , the Jewish workers are called upon to fraternise with
the supporters of the revolutionary Arab movement . Both pro-
clamations close with the slogan : "Down with imperialism !
Long live he workers ' and peasants government !" In Jaffa large
red flags with Arab inscriptions have been hoisted to call upon

a
ll

workers to unite for the fight against Zionism and im-
perialism .

The progressive radicalisation o
f

the masses opens up from
stage to stage o
f

the revolutionary events greater and greater
perspectives for its consciously revolutionary leaders .

The Whitley Commission in India .

By A. G. E
.
(London ) .

In January 1929 , the appointment of a Royal Commission

"to explore all aspects of the Labour problem in India " was
announced by the British Viceroy .

Repression o
f

the worst form has been carried out against
the working class in India ; the shootings o

f

strikers , ruthless
dispersal o

f

demonstrations by armed police and soldiery , in-
timidation laws and other repressive legislation ; arrests o

f

the
chief leaders o

f

the workers in all the chief industries , the chief
example o

f

which is "Meerut " , where the most prominent leaders
are now undergoing trial for organising the workers , but
charged with conspiracy .

Ruthless and brutal repression is the chief form o
f

the
activity o

f

the British Labour Government , but "Commissions
to investigate " is an attempt at a more subtle form to head off
the militancy o

f

the Indian workers .

The Whitley Commission in Britain in 1917 played it
s

role
and served the purpose o

f capitalism by partly diverting the
attention o

f

the workers a
t

that most critical post -war period
when militancy was a

t

a very high peak . A number of pro-
nent British Trade Union leaders were in hearty accord with
the Commission . Was not Clynes , now the full -blooded Social
fascist member o

f

the Labour Imperialist Government a signa-
tory o

f

the British Whitley Commission Report ?

The Indian Nationalist press have criticised the membership

o
f

the Commission , o
r

a
s a "costly experiment " and that "there

should be more Indians on it , not imported foreigners " etc. etc.
Messrs Joshi and Chaman Lal , the champions o

f

the 2nd Inter-
national , are members o

f

the Whitley Commission . They had
not the sanction o

f any section o
f

the Indian Trade Union mo-
vement to sit on such a commission . While it is true the boycott
of the Simon Commission was backed by the Nationalist leaders ,

it was the working class movement in India who recognised the
took active steps to boycott it completely .

The Whitley Commission landed on October 11th . 1929. On
Sept. 14th a

t

the Trade Union Conference of the United Provinces

o
f Agra and Oudh held a
t Cawnpore , a
t

which 1000 workers
were present , a resolution to boycott the Commission was unani-
mously passed .

A Boycott of the Whitley Commission has also been decided
by the following organisations :

1
. The Barabazar Labour Union , Calcutta ;

2
. The Workers and Peasants Party ;

3
. The Bombay Youth League ;

4
. The Independence o
f

India League ;

5
. The Mill Workers ' Union , Bombay ;

6
. The Girni Kamgar Union Bombay ;

7
. The G. I. P
. Railway Kamgar Union ;

8
. The Bombay Port Trust Railway Union ;

9
. The Bombay Port Trust Employees Union ;

10. The Tramwaymens ' Union ;

11. The Hawkers ' Union .

The above Bombay organisations also arranged Mass Mee-
tings where resolutions to boycott were enthusiastically passed .

At a mass meeting in Bombay on Sept. 25th , the speakers de-
nounced the Commission a

s "an Imperialist camouflage to facili-
tate the exploitation o

f Indian workers by capitalists and im-
perialists " .

Joshi and Chamann Lal were denounced a
s "agents of

British Imperialism " . The Hall was decorated with slogans :

"Down with Imperialism " ; "Withdraw the Meerut Trial " ; „Re-
member our Meerut Comrades " ; "Remember the class war
prisoners " .

It was also arranged to conduct a series o
f

mass meetings
to further the boycott .

At Nagpur , two mass meetings were held , one on Sept. 24th .

under the auspices o
f

the G. I. P
. Railwaymen's Union and on

Oct. 1st under the auspices o
f

the Nagpur Youth League , at

both o
f

which boycott resolutions o
f

the Commission were
passed .

The Bombay G
.

I. P
. Railwaymen's Union held a mass

meeting in Bombay on Oct. 14th and a resolution o
f boycott


