
after discharge and in no way prejudice 
the G I bill of rights which provides for 
mustering out pay and veterans' un
employment insurance benefits. Pay
ments should be made at the rate of their 
accumulation. This means that approxi
mately fifteen to twenty billion dollars 
a year will be added to the consuming 
power to the people for the next four or 
five years and help stabilize postwar 
economy. 

Bonus plans based on length and 
character of service such as that of R. J . 
Thomas, president of the United Auto
mobile Workers -CIO, are of course 
much superior to the demagogic Rankin 
gift "bonus." But the R. J . Thomas 
plan is a static one. I t fails to integrate 
the interests of labor and the veterans 
and places labor in the position of being 
just another "friend" of the veterans. 
The two valuable features of the Thomas 
plan, the considerations of length and 

character of service, are essentially in
corporated in the soldier-civilian differ
ential plan. Length of service is implicit. 
Compensation for character of service 
is essentially the same principle that af
fects overtime and incentive wage rates. 
For example, soldiers in combat are "at 
work" double and triple ordinary daily 
hours and should be compensated ac
cordingly in the same manner as if they 
had worked a double or triple shift. 

The important difference between the 
above proposal and all so-called "bonus" 
plans is that the soldier-civilian differ
ential payment most effectively shows 
the soldier, sailor, marine, W A C , 
W A V E and veteran, that his or her best 
interests and hopes for a decent standard 
of living are tied to the aspirations of 
labor. Every increase won by labor is 
an increase for the soldier fighting at 
the front. He will receive it both in the 
accumulated compensation due him in 

the soldier-civilian differential payment 
and in the higher wages he will receive 
as a worker after discharge. 

The soldier-civilian differential plan 
will make clear to every soldier in the 
foxhole that while he fights in the in
terest of the whole people, his particular 
interest as a worker, farmer, professional, 
or small businessman is being protected 
by organized labor on the home front 
against our domestic fascists. Rather than 
resent organized labor's struggle, he as 
a soldier at the front will have every 
reason to be its champion. 

Contributions, criticisms,. and sugges
tions by G I readers will be welcomed 
and considered in the improvement of 
this plan. 

Mr. Raven is a veteran of the Sfanish 
war for democracy, in which he was 
blinded. We are fublishing his article as 
fart of a discussion of an irnfortant issue. 

WHAT INDIA WANTS 
By A. S. R. CHAM 

Bombay {by niail). 

W ITH British Labor's over
whelming victory at the polls, 
all sections of Indian opinion 

are looking eagerly to the new govern
ment to take steps to smash the political 
deadlock in this country. They want 
to see the work done at the Simla Con
ference followed by fresh negotiations 
with the leaders of the political parties 
and the establishment of an interim 
National Government. 

Although India carries bitter mem
ories of the days when Ramsay Mac-
Donald, in the name of the Labor Party, 
followed Tory policy, she is not basing 
her approach on Labor's past record. 
India is confident that the Labor and 
progressive forces in Britain will fulfill 
the pledges that were given at the Labor 
Party's annual conference. 

The question arises now as to how 
the Labor government should approach 
the problem after the Simla break
down. 

It may be argued that Indian disunity 
makes advance difficult. But it must be 
firmly stated that it was Tory trickery 
that made agreement between the In
dian parties difficult. 

The request from Congress and the 
Moslem League for an equal number 
of seats each in a new Executive Coun
cil was changed by the Tories in such, 
a rnanner that seats would have been 
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apportioned on communal lines—Hindu 
and Moslem. 

This move, of course, immediately 
questioned the representative character 
of the League and the Congress. I t 
meant that the Congress, for instance, 
would have been labelled a Hindu or
ganization, whereas it actually has with
in its ranks many Moslems. 

T w o imperial voices spoke at Simla. 
Lord Wavell told the Congress that 
the League's demands were unreason
able, while his assistants told the League 
that the Congress' demand for Moslem 
seats would never be conceded. T h e 
League was also assured that no govern
ment would be formed unless they came 
in, thus giving the League power of 
veto during the conference. 

T h e Tories here and in Britain think 
they have won. Mr . Attlee's govern
ment must, therefore, disillusion them 
and immediately take steps to reverse 
Tory policy. 

Lord Wavell must be instructed to 
form an interim government on the basis 
of the maximum agreement already 
achieved at Simla. 

This would mean that four out of 
five Moslem seats will go to the League 
and the fifth to a non-party Moslem 
acceptable to both the Congress and 
the League. 

Definite assurances must be given to 

the League that the interim govern
ment will in no way prejudice the issue 
of Pakistan (the League's demand for 
Moslem autonomy). 

General elections must be held for 
the Central Legislative Assembly and 
the Provincial Assemblies and the in
terim government then reconstituted in 
accordance with the results. 

India also'expects the Labor govern
ment to declare a general amnesty for 
all political prisoners. This would in
clude some who have been in jail for 
ten and fifteen years. 

Indians want to see the Congress 
organizations legal again and the return 
of all funds and property to its com
mittees. The rule of governors in the 
provinces must be ended and all ordi
nances curtailing civic liberties with
drawn. Indian workers want to see every
where the recognition of their trade 
unions and to know that their right to 
collective bargaining shall not be in
fringed. They want their living stand
ards raised and working conditions 
bettered. 

- These are the things that India needs 
and expects from the new Labor gov
ernment. It is confident that this gov
ernment will extend the hand of friend
ship and overcome the deadlock im
posed by the once all-powerful Tory 
diehards. 
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