
(3) The development of Indian monopoly combines must
be curbed and broken.

(4) Radical land reforms, meaning the distribution of
land to the actual tillers of the soil, must be carried
through and the power of the landlords, moneylenders
and traders in the countryside must be ended.

(5) The state, i.e., the legislature, the executive and the
judiciary, must be thoroughly democratised. The power
of money over the state must be broken. The bureaucracy,
divorced from the people and riding roughshod over
their heads must give place to a genuinely people's
administration.

Anyone can see that these five basic measures do not, by 
any means, constitute socialism. Their implementation will 
still leave our agriculture, medium and small scale indus­
try, retail trade, etc., in private hands. They are, of course, 
the precursors of socialism. Their achievement will bridge 
the transition to a socialist India. 

But their implementation is not possible with the con­
tinuation of the path of capitalist development which has 
been followed by the Congress in independent India. For 
that path not only implies a very slow economic develop­
ment and worsening of people's living standards. It not 
only leads to a crisis. It now threatens even1 the political 
and economic independence achieved by our people through 
decades of struggle prior to 1947 and by dint of hard labour 
since we gained freedom. 

That is why, aSJ we have said earlier, the task today is 
the reversal of the path of capitalist development being 
pursued by our rulers. Immense people's struggles and 
sacrifices will be needed to bring this about and fulfil the 
tasks of the democratic revolution. 

Is such a reversal possible? If so, how is it to be brought 
about? That is the next question. 
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IV 

REVERSAL OF CAPITALIST PATH OF DEVELOPMENT 

Tms QUESTION of the reversal of the path being pursued 
by the rulers needs concretisation and elaboration. The 
question is naturally asked: How can you compel them to 
reverse a path which they are following consciously be­
cause of their class interest? The only thing th.at can and 
bas to be done is to start 'preparations' for overthrowing 
them, establish a workers' and peasants' government, and 
proceed to the construction of socialism. Any other approach 
to the question is, at best, an illusion, at worst, treachery 
to the cause of socialism. Reality, however, does not offer 
.such oversimplified alternatives. 

The first thing we have to realise is that the world after 
the Second World War is a very different one from what 
it was before. 

The international and. national forces fighting for social­
ism, national independence and democracy are far stronger 
now than before the Second World War. In fact, they are 
n&w definitely stronger than the world forces of imperial­
ism and reaction, which means, the most powerful and ag­
gressive forces of capitalism. 

A vast and powerful socialist world has emerged. In 
one field after another, it is not only overtaking but out­
,-stripping the capitalist world in industry, science, techni­
cally trained cadre, and so on. Despite the disruptive and 
narrow nationalistic policies of the Chinese leaders, the 
Soviet Union and other socialist countries are rendering 
most effective aid to the people still fighting for national in­
,dependence, as also to those countries which have achieved 
national independence and ar:e- pursuing a path of further 
advance. 

Such assistance includes economic and industrial aid for 
.-strengthening the economic independence of the newly­
independent, underdeveloped countries. · It includes poli-
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tical and diplomatic assistance through the UNO and in­
numerable other international organisations. 

In includes powerful military as�istance to countries and­
people fighting in defence of their ·national freedom, as in 
the case of Cuba and Vietnam. 

_All glory to the Cubans and Vietnamese for their monu­
mental patriotism, courage and sacrifice. But we cannot 
forget what happened to Abyssinia, the Sudetanland, and 
Manchuria thirty years ago. It is the indomitable faith 
and courage of the Vietnamese combined with Soviet and 
other socialist aid that has compelled the mightiest capital­
ist power in world history, the USA, to eat the dust in the 
fields and jungles of Vietnam. With what anguish Nehru and 
so many of us had to witness tlie juggernaut advance of 
fascist aggression in Europe and Asia thirty years ago! 
'l'hat is where the world has changed. 

The working-class and socialist movement in France, 
Italy, Japan and a number of other capitalist countries is 
a far greater force today than before. The imperialist rulers 
of these, countries have to reckon with it, and think ten 
times before measuring their strength against it. 

The national-liberation movement in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America has come up against new hurdles and obsta­
cles, undoubtedly. Its triumphal advance during the fifties 
and early sixties has run into difficult waters. But at root, 
the new difficulties have been created by the imperialists 
and their dirty stooges in these countries. The advance 
:from national freedom to socialism is complicated and 
tortuous, but it has certainly not been halted. The tragic 
setback in Indonesia and Ghana is there, but the advance­
in Egypt and Burma is also there. 

In our own country, the path ·of capitalist development 
has never· been as discredited as now, people's discontent 
and struggles, after independence, have never attained the· 
intensity and breadth they have done during the last two 
years. 

The difficulties ahead are still enormous. But it is the new-
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awakening among the people, their growing unity and mili­
tancy, which is the true barometer of advance. 

What are the demands which are being raised in recent 
years, with growing sharpness and insistence, both in the 
legislatures and outside, by the rising wave of people's 
discontent? Have they any relation to the basic demands 
of the national-democratic revolution to which we have· 
referred earlier? 

We will find that the various demands raised really get 
focussed on four general slogans: 'Defend people's living 
standards! Defend democracy and the democratic liberties 
of the people? Defend and democratise the national economy! 
Defend national independence!' This is how the partial and 
day-to-day demands of the people are getting linked up with 
the demand for the completion of our democratic revolution. 

First and foremost, the workers• and the trade-union 
movement are demanding DA equivalent to the rising cost 
of living and a basic living wage. The TU demand for 
workers' effective participation in management, which has 
been there for years, is becoming a live working-class de­
mand. Common people in town and country are demand­
mg cheap and sufficient food through an organised and effi­
'cient system of distribution, i.e., ration'ing. 

Everywhere people want resources for planning and eco­
nomic development to be raised by taxing the foreign and 
Indian plutocrats and not through commodity taxation, 
deficit financing and compulsory savings. 

In furtherance of these demands, and for an effective 
control over prices, people are demanding the nationalisa­
tion of banking, foreign trade and the oil industry; the 
rescuing of people's food from the clutches of the food mo­
nopolists and famine makers; monopoly state purchasing 
of foodgrains at economic prices; and similar procurement 
of other, essential commodities such as ck>th, essential medi­
cines, edible oils, etc. 

People want hoarding and blackmarketing to be ruth­
lessly suppressed and the black money of all the rich 
thieves to be unearthed and confiscate·d. 
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Students are told to be 'disciplined' and 'keep out of po­
litics'. And this by leaders who swear in the name of 
Gandhi who brought millions of students into the streets 
and made them valiant fighters for freedom and for truth. 

This is not to compare the; problems of today with the 
problems under British rule. The point is that the problems· 
of culture and education cannot be divorced from politics 
and economics. Prior to independence, they were mainly 
linked up, and correctly linked up, with the• patriotic ap­
peal of anti-imperialism and national independence. Today 
they have to be linked with anti-imperialist patriotism 
plus democracy plus socialism. 

Bemoaning the collapse of values 'in general', asking­
the youth and the working class to keep out of politics 
'in general', is nothing short of giving an alibi to the 
sinister and often concealed forces (for instance, the CIA) 
of reaction. It is to leave them free to play havoc with the 
youth, the working-class and other democratic elements. 
At best such breast-beating is futile, at worst it is a cover 
for reaction. 

The only solution is for the force's of democracy and 
socialism ( economic and political) to carry the struggle 
against reaction into the sphere of culture. Only thus can 
communalism, casteism, chauvinism, and all the variants 
of obscurantism, vulgarity, cynicism and sadism be defeated. 

Thlis also is the. path to genuine national integration, 
economic, political, cultural and emotional. All the rest is 
pious platitudes, sermonising and drawing-room sophisti­
cation, parading as national integration. 

It is the entire process described in this section that we 
refer to when we speak of the struggle to reverse the path 
of capitalist development being pursued by the rulers. 

As yet, the struggle is not very advanced, it is gathering 
volume and momentum. A far greater expansion and inten­
sification of the prpcess is still needed. As it rises to a 
higher pitch, it has got to lead to a far deeper crisis in the· 
Congress, similar crises in its central and state govern--
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ments, which means a crisis and split in the ruling capi­
talist class itself. 

This will open up new prospects of advance for the peo­
ple's movement, the prospects of a broader unity and strik­
ing power for the national-democratic front. This is what 
is meant by the struggle to reverse the path of develop­
ment along which the country has moved since indepen­
dence. 

What will be the end result of the struggle? Surely not 
majority democratic governments at the ceritre and in the 
states within the framework of the existing economy and 
political relations in the country. It would be a mockery 
of the government of the national-democratic front as 
visualised by us here to imagine that it can function with 
the hold of foreign and internal monopolies intact, landed 
interests intact, the present bureaucracy intact. 

These forces would have to be tremendously weakened 
and paralysed in the course of the struggle itself. 'The 
struggle for the achievement of a government of the 
national-democratic front 'is a revolutionary struggle, a 
str)lggle for a radical and revolutionary transformation of 
the existing correlation of forces in our country. 

The fact of the working class, peasantry and youth be­
ing in the forefront of the mass struggle that will create 
the government will be a guarantee that it will make a 
decisive break with the path of capitalist development, the 
path of compromises with imperialism, feudalism, Indian 
monopoly capital and all reaction. It will be a guarantee 
that the government will break the shackles to In::lia's eco­
nomic and democratic advance and make a sharp turn to­
wards the achievei:nent of socialism. 

Only in such a context can a truly national-democratic 
government come to power. And having assumed power, 
it ,vill stamp out all vestiges of the reactionary forces and 
classes and advance towards the task of reconstructing 
India on a socialist basis. 
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