
734 No
International Press Correspondence No. 34

and to weaken the workers ' struggle to defend the U. S. S. R.
against constant imperialist attacks .
The reactionary character of the reformist plan was

emphasised by many quotations from Albert Thomas ' report
given before the governing body of the I. L. O. regarding his
anti -working class mission to the Far East . It was pointed out
that he even regarded the Kuomintang "trade unions " as too
left wing. "The communist movement inspired them (organised
Chinese workers ) with its excessively simple formulas , which
even today (1929 ) after the rupture between nationalism and com-
munism ... sometimes , though unconsciously , still inspire atti-
tudes and acts . The National Party (Kuomintang ) however ,
realises the danger ... and intends during the period of 'tute-
lage ' to lead the workers itself . It is said there are still execu-
tions every week in Canton ”.
The delegates at the Conference took due note of these re-

marks and regarded them as an unqualified guarantee of support
by the reformists of the policy of torture and murder conducted
by the Kuomintang and their imperialist pay-masters . It was
said they condone the torture and execution of militant trade
unionists , not only in Canton , but in every important city in
China , and are an indication of what can be expected in India
and other colonies from Ramsay MacDonald's Labour Govern-
ment .
The recent raids on Soviet Consulates in Manchuria are

not unconnected with a series of overt acts and assassinations
of Soviet officials serving the Workers ' State in foreign coun-
tries . All are part of one general conspiracy and indirectly affect
the whole international working class movement , and especially
the colonial workers and peasants . It was noted how quickly
the British press supported the raid and hoped the fake evidence
would produce a serious crisis between the U. S. S. R. and Japan
and the U.S. A. which they hoped would enable their Kuomin-
tang militarist agents to seize the Chinese Eastern Railway and
thus menace the Soviet communication with their Far Eastern .
port of Vladivostock .
The workers of Asia will not misunderstand the Soviet

Treaty which resulted in relinquishing 50 % of the control of
the C. E. R. to China and which provides for final rendition .
Contrast such a friendly act with acts committed by the impe-
rialist powers who are forever tightening their grip on the
throats of the Chinese . But it was also said the U. S. S. R. cannot
be expected to tolerate attacks forever , although her friendship
for colonial peoples is so deep-rooted as to cause her to agree
finally to give up such vital communications as the C. E. R.
As is well-known , these assaults against the Soviet Union are
designed to produce one day actual war hostilities , hence the
conference linked up the question of these raids with the anti-
war campaign which is to commence on August 1st .

Appeal of the Far Eastern Trade
Union Conference Regarding the
Raid on the Soviet Consulates

in Harbin .
Workers ! Peasants ! and Toilers in City and Village !
The raid upon the Soviet Consulates in Harbin is a danger

signal to all the oppressed peoples and the toiling masses of the
Pacific. Apparently the raid was conducted by a Chinese mili-
tarist , the worthy son of an infamous agent of Japanese im-
perialism , the super -bandit Chang Tso -lin . In reality behind
this willing agent there stand the imperialists of Japan, Eng-
land and America .
The imperialists and their agents , the Chinese militarists

and the Kuomintang , wish by this raid to strike a blow against
the Soviet Union , against the first Labour and Peasant Govern-
ment . This raid on the Consulate , this campaign of lies and
slanders against the Soviet Union , are links in the chain of
systematic provocations on an international scale against the
Soviet Union in order to prepare for the imperialist war upon
the first Workers ' and Peasants ' Republic . Under the leadership
of the notorious English agent , Colonel Lawrence , Afghanistan
bandits make systematic raids into the territory of the Soviet
Union . The Polish Fascist Government and the German capi-
talists with their Social -Democratic agents , who have just shot
down dozens of proletarians in Berlin , protest against the
alleged intrigues of the Soviet Union just as the Manchurian
militarist does in response to the orders of the Imperialist Po-

wers . Thus it is clear that the raid on the Harbin Consulateis
another link in the chain of war preparations against the Soviet p

a
s
e

Union , a war in which the toiling masses will be canon -fodderives
for the imperialists and the militarists . ster

The Japanese , English and American imperialists who have th
e

made the life o
f

the workers and peasants a living hell an
d

ty

have split up China by financing the militarist wars , are al
so

B
u

the deadly enemies o
f

the first Workers ' and Peasants ' Refers
blic , which has destroyed exploitation and fights for the fre

dom o
f all oppressed peoples .

Toiling masses o
f city and village ! Those who pay

starvation wages , who work you unendurably long h
o

who exploit the women and children to their very last dr
a

o
f

blood , who rob the peasants in every possible way b
y
a

tortionate rents and taxes in short , these , your deadlies
enemies they are also the deadly enemies o

f

the Soviet Uni
Toiling masses o

f

the countries o
f

the Pacific ! Do no
t

allow your oppressors to wage war o
n the Soviet Union ! P

test in the factories , mines mills , offices , etc. and in the villages!

Fight the imperialists who want to use you a
s

cannon -fodder!

We greet with our whole -hearted support the anti -Imperi
list Congress to meet in Frankfort on Main in July at which
representatives o

f

the oppressed peoples will consult together

to devise united measures against the imperialists . Support th
a
t

Congress and form organisations for the fight against the impe
rialist oppressors and war -makers .

Down with our suppressors ; the mortal enemies o
f

th
e

Soviet Union !

Long live the united struggle o
f

the suppressed peoples an
d

o
f

the toiling masses o
f

the Pacific against their exploiters
Signed : Proletarian Labour Congress o

f

the Philippines

All China Labour Federation .

National Council o
f Japanese Trade Unions .

The Pan -Pacific Trade Union Con
gress and the Indian Trade Union

Movement .

By H. Eidu s .

There is still a large gap in the work o
f the Pan -Pat

Trade Union Secretariat (P.P. T. U
.
S
.
) which must b
e

remets

a
t all cost . We refer to the fact that no P. P. T. U. S. Section

yet taken definite shape or form in the T
.
U
.

movement of India.

The absence of organisational contact with the Indian T
.

Movement has been due , on the one hand , to the obstacles s

up by the Anglo - Indian authorities , and on the other , to th
e

reformist leaders o
f

the Indian T
.

U. Congress , who have blocked
every attempt at getting the Indian T

. U. Movement to co -operat

with the Revolutionary Centre o
f

the T
. U. Movement in th
e

Pacific Countries .

Yet in 1927 the Indian Trade Union Congress decided to

send two delegates representing the Left Wing of the India
T. U. movement to the Pan -Pacific T. U. Conference in Hankow.

But they were not permitted to leave India , and were therefore
unable to attend . At the beginning o

f

1928 a P
.

P.T.US
representative went to India to set up connections with th

e

Indian Trade Union Congress , but h
e was not allowed to land

Comrade Ryan , an Australian comrade , a P
.
P
.
T
.

U. S. represen
tative , had better luck . He managed to attend the last Indian
Trade Union Congress held in December 1928 in Jaria , where

o
n behalf o
f the P
.
P
.
T
.
U
.
S
. h
e greeted the Indian Trade Union

Movement . This was the first time since the P. P. T. U.S. Wa
founded that a representative got into direct touch with th

e

Indian T
.

U. Movement and laid the aims and objects of th
e

P
. P. T. U
.
S
. before a Congress o
f Indian Trade Unions . A
t

this
gathering , the Left Wing elements in the Indian Labour Movemer
urged the Indian Trage Union Congress to affiliate to

P
.
P
.
T
.
U
.
S
. However , a decision was carried by an insignificant

majority to postpone a discussion on this question until the nex
Congress .

in

Thus , the next Indian Trade Union Congress to be held at

the end o
f

this year is to decide the question o
f affiliating to th
e

Pan -Pacific Trade Union Secretariat . It would be of interest.

therefore , to size up the strength o
f P
.
P
. T. U. S. supporters

India at the present time and the forces of their opponents
Indian reformists . A brief account of the present position of th
e

Indian T
.

U. Movement will make the position clear .

the
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Approximately down to 1927 the Indian labour movement
s entirely in the hands of reformist leaders all represen-
ves of the bourgeois intelligentzia . They spared no effort to
ter a spirit of class collaboration (with the Indian bourgeoisie )
the Indian labour movement , while half -heartedly pursuing a
icy of compromise with British Imperialism .

more

But far-reaching changes have occurred during the last two
rs . The heavily -charged political atmosphere in connection
h the work of the Simon Commision and the drive of the
glo -Indian bourgeoisie against the proletariat , now
id than ever, gave rise to a widespread movement among
workers a movement that has put an end to the lull
served in the Indian labour world for several years past .
That the workers are now active as never they were before
seen, first of all , in a widespread desire to get organised in
unions , especially in the Left wing organisations , and in the
nerous strikes involving hundreds of thousands of Indian
rkers , resulting , in the loss of millions of working days .
rni Kamgar , the Left Wing Textile Workers ' Union in Bombay ,
nded in the middle of 1928 , increased its membership to
5,000 during the space of a few months . Thirty -one million
rking days were lost through strikes in 1928 alone , and the
ikes are becoming more bitter and protracted than ever. The
eat Bombay textile workers ' strike called at the end of last
ar was renewed within a few months involving 130,000
rkers .

The workers of India are not only struggling heroically
⚫their economic demands , but are taking active part in the
tional revolutionary movement a movement in which the
rkers are becoming more and more independent of the bour-
Disie. No longer are the workers an auxiliary force ( as was
e case some years ago) to be used by the Indian bourgeoisie
further their plans against British imperialism . To -day , the
dianworkers are making a stand as an independent political factor .
hereas the Indian bourgeoisie is in full retreat before British
perialism , the workers are carrying forward the struggle for
mplete independence , emblazening on their banner the slogan
"All Power to the Soviets ".

are

It is now abundantly clear that the working masses of In-
a can have no use for a reformist leadership of the T. U.
ovement. In the process of the struggle new leaders
ringing up able to give the workers a revolutionary lead . They
e already to -day replacing the reformist leaders in guiding and
iding the economic struggles of the workers . They are not
ly out to capture the leadership of the old reformist unions
d the Indian Trade Union Congress , but are building up new
volutionary mass organisations (Girni Kamgar being a case
point ).
Of course , neither the British Imperialists nor the Anglo-
dian bourgeoisie can remain indifferent to the present
markable movement among the workers at large . A series of
pressive measures have been directed against the revolutionary

U. movement , and although obviously reactionary and anti-
orking class laws have been enacted , the authorities are still
ssatisfied . Mass arrests of revolutionary leaders have now

e
e
n

instituted in an effort to sap the strength o
f

the Left Wing
-U . Movement . But this will prove o

f

no avail , for new
aders are now being put forward by the workers themselves
lead the struggle to take the place o

f

their arrested comrades .

T
h
e

present general strike o
f

the textile workers o
f

Bombay

ommenced after many o
f

the revolutionary leaders had been
rested . We see that the movement has not been crippled , since
ew militant leaders were put forward by the masses to take
eir place ) .

Seeing that their agents the social -reformists , headed by
Oshi are losing their hold on the labour movement , the
adian bourgeoisie are now endeavouring to make use of other
gents , somewhat different from the former . Efforts are now
eing made to get a footing in the labour movement through

e "Left " nationalists , who are simply misleading the masses

it
h their "Left " phraseology . Having capitulated to British

mperialism by renouncing the demand for political independ-
nce . the Indian bourgeoisie now seeks to get control o

f

the
abour movement by means o

f

the "Independence League "

Organised by a small , but . it is alleged , radical group , of the
ndian bourgeoisie with the permission and approval o

f big
apital in India . This is merely a new move to dupe the workers
and peasants who are utterly disgusted with the Indian bour-
geoisie's capitulation to British Imperialism . While the National

Congress , the organ of the Indian bourgeoisie , headed by Nehru
Senior , renounces independence for India , Nehru junior is busy
organising an "Independence League " urging complete in-
dependence for India ! These "Left " nationalists o

r

National-
Reformists have now been definitely instructed by the Indian
bourgeoisie to get control of the labour movement to take-
the place o

f

the social -reformists who have lost out with the
workers .

All the new developments in the Indian labour movement
found due reflection in the last Indian Trade Union Congress
held in December , 1928. The old reformist leaders , the agents
of British Imperialism , who zealously urged affiliation to the
Amsterdam International , were no longer the predominant factor

a
t

this Congress . Their proposal to affiliate to Amsterdam was
rejected . However , although the Left Wing elements made a good
showing , they were not yet strong enough to get all their
resolutions carried . Supported by the Social -Reformists , the

"Left " nationalists , led by the younger Nehru , utilised the
situation and got control o

f

the Congress proceedings . He was
elected chairman o

f

the Trade Union Congress for the term
of the present year .

There is no doubt at all that the new national -reformist
agents o

f

the bourgeoisie in the ranks o
f

the working class will
be exposed by the workers themselves just as thoroughly a

s

the
social -reformists were . So intensified has the class struggle
become in India to -day , that nothing can stay the growth o

f

the revolutionary movement among the Indian workers . The
heroic struggle o

f

the Bombay textile workers bears witness to
the growth of the class -consciousness o

f

Indian workers ; it bears
witness to their determination to fight to improve their condi-
tions . The persecution and repressions directed against the
revolutionary workers , seen especially o

f

late , will only brace
them for the struggle , will only strengthen their hands , for they
are winning the sympathy of the working masses . The present
marked Leftward drift on the part of the Indian Workers will
only consolidate the position o

f

the revolutionary wing in the
T. U. movement of India . Thus we see that a basis is being
prepared which will enable the Pan -Pacific Trade Union
Secretariat to press forward its activities in India .

The P. P. T. U. S. must continue to urge the entire T. U.
movement o

f

India to affiliate . This must be its policy . But the
Pan -Pacific Trade Union Congress , which will be attended by
representatives from the revolutionary unions o

f India , must first

o
f

all help to form and strengthen the left wing in the Indian
T. U. movement , for only a well -organised , strong Left Wing
will compel the Indian Trade Union Congress to affiliate and
become a section of the Pan -Pacific Trade Union Secretariat .

THE BALKANS

Against the Exceptional Law
in Greece .

To the Workers and Peasants of the Balkans and of the Whole
World !

Comrades ,

The "democratic " dictator of Greece , Venizelos , the classical
representative o

f

the Greek bourgeoisie , who has always been
the tool o

f

British and French imperialism , has forged new
chains for the toiling masses . By means of a docile parliament
he has succeeded in introducing an Exceptional Law which aims

a
t suppressing not only the Communist Party but ail revolu-

tionary organisations o
f

the proletariat and o
f

the peasantry in

general .

After the bloody regime of a Zankoff and of a Liaptcheff in

Bulgaria , after the setting up of a military -fascist dictatorship

in Yugoslavia , after the dissolution o
f

the revolutionary trade
unions and o

f

the workers ' and peasants ' bloc in Roumania ,

"democratic " Greece is now also definitely taking its place in

the ranks o
f

the reactionary and fascist countries .

The secret purpose of this fascist attack is easily discerned .

Its purpose is to prepare for war against the Soviet Union . The
Balkan bourgeoisie , having converted the Balkan countries into
semi -colonies of Franco -British imperialism , is now proceeding
under the leadership o

f

the latter to prepare for war against
the Soviet Union , the homeland o

f

the international proletariat


