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I AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

To the Aid of the Bombay Textile 
Workers. 

To the Workers of the Whole World. 
To the Workers of India. 
A general strike of textile workers has been declared in 

Bombay. Out of 150.000 textile workers, men and women, 
100 000 came out on strike immediately. The vanguard of the 
Indian proletariat - the Bombay textil� workers_ - have once 
more commenced the struggle after havmg, but six months ago, 
ended the heroic six-months strike, during which they suffered 
hunger and all possible deprivations . . . The textile proletariat of Bombay, havmg . from bitter ex
perience learned the treachery of the reformist leaders, have 
turned from them. The influence of Joshi, Bakhale and other 
reformis,ts, amongst the textile workers of Bo_mbay,_ has b�en
brought to nil. The membership of the reformist umon, which
formerly had 8,000 members, is decreasing from day to day. 
The Bombay textile workers hav_e chosen for t�emselves. new
revolutionary leaders. The revolutionary trade umon establ1sl1et1 
by them during the course of a few months has already embraced 
more ,than 65,000 workers. 

The British imperialists and the Anglo-Indian bourgeoisie 
have taken alarm at the incredibly rapid growth of the revolu
tionary trade unio'? movement an _d hur'.ied to arrest and _ hide 
in prison 31 revolut10nary leader�, mcludmg, the _mos,t promment
leaders of the revolutionary textile workers umon of Bo�b_ay. 
At the same time by nominat·ing a special Fawcett Comm1s10n
to "investigate" ,the situation in the textile industry, the _Anglo
Indian-Government hoped ,to calm the workers and with the 
help of the reformists to organise the collaboration of labour 
with capital. 

Nei,ther in the one nor in the other, however, did ,the 
exploiters succeed. Neither repressions set _on foot with. reg�rd 
to the revolutionary leaders nor the persuas1011s of the ref�rm1sts 
as to the necessity for collaboration between �lasses, wiihheld 
the textile workers of Bombay from a n�� stnke. Th� fawc�tt 
Commission which published a hypocntical report, m reality 
jusctifying the demands of ,the capitalists for wage cuts, proved 
to the workers that they have nothing to expect from the "11011-
class" commissions of the Ang-lo-Indian-Government. 

The heroic proletariat of Bombay has once more thrown 
itself into the struggle agains_t capital. It has brought fo_rward 
from its midst new leaders m the place of the revolution_ary 
leaders thrown into prison. These new leaders should take mto 
account all the mistakes committed during last year's strike; 
must give a decisive setback to the reformists, who will attempt 
to join ,the strike in order to betray it: must once and for all 
exoose the treachery of all these Joshis, Bakhales, and others, 
who have made an agreement with the employers and t�e go
vernment to wage a joint struggle against the revoluti<;mary 
wing of lhe Indian trade union movement. Only by wagmg- a 
mQ/st decissive struggle both against the employers �nd a_ga1_nst 
the reformists will ,the young labour leaders succeed m brmgmg 
the Bombay proletariat to victory. 

The strnggle of the Bombay· textile wo_rl'.e�s, will of com:se, 
not remain without assistance from other d1v1s1011s of the Indian 
proletariat, in Bombay itself and in other. industrial contres of 
India. This heroic struggle cannot but kmdle the warm sym
pathy of ,the workers i!1 all countries who kno� that the vangard 
of the Indian proletanat - the Bom�ay _tex,tile 'Yorkers. - are 
fighting 'for their vit�l d_emands, ar� fightmg agamst n":tive and 
foreign capital, are fightmg for the mdependence of India. 

The Working Class of the World. -- To the aid of the 
Bombay Textile Workers! 

Long Live the Heroic Proletariat of Bombay! 
Long live the Revolutionary Trade Union Movement of 

India! 
Executive Bureau 

Red International of labour Unions. 
Moscow, April 27, 1929. 

The Simon Cfommission�s Royal 
Reception. 

By A. Jones (London). 
The Government planned to give the members of the Simon

Commission a royal reception on their arrival in London. Their 
special saloon arrived at the royal platform, and among those 
waiting to meet them were the representative of the King, the 
Prime Minister Baldwin in person and notable leaders of a:11 
three capitalii=;t parties, and high Indian functionaries. But t�is 
beautiful idyll which was 10 demonstrate the unity of all parties 
as far as the Empire (and India in particular) is concerned, was 
marred by a demonstration of a different kind. Outside the 
station (for !hey were not allowed to enter the s�cr�� precincts 
of the royal platform) were gathered a s�all but sigmhcant band 
of representatives of the oppressed Indian masses and_ of the 
militant workers of Britain. But in order not to spoil the idyllic 
scene which was being enacted inside the station itself, the 
police drove off the streets any Indian they could find, captured 
the black flags that were being carried by the demonstrators, and 
tried to obliterate any signs of discontent by the time the mem
bers of the commission emerged. But enn then, according to 
report, Sir John Simon was escorted to his house by an armed 
guard of 150 police. . . . . This counter-demonstration agamst the Simon Comm1ss1011, 
though we could wish it had been larger, is nevertheless of the 
greatest significance, and what is more, a portent for the future. 
While all three rnpitalist parties (among which the Labour Party
is the most vociferous) are manifesting their united front in 
defence of the Empire, the Communist Party, the orily pa:ty of 
the workers is makino· a frontal attack agamst the consohdated 
reaction. They have �!ready put two cand_id�tes i_n the field 
auainst the Labour members of the Comm1ss10n, m order to

r�vea,l lo the workers the chauvinist imperialist ,policy of the 
capitalist Labour Party. . . All three parties intend to keep India -0ut of the elect10n. 
In a statement to the press on landing at Folkestone, Sir John 
Simon declared: 

"l know I am expressing the view of my colleagues 
when I say that we most earnestly trust that India will be

ke1nt entirely outside all party ,controversy. We have wor�ed 
together in this spirit and will ourselves _do everythmg 
possible to preserve this to the e_nd. Much will be heard of 
,Indian affairs in the next Parliament, but we trust that 
nothina will be heard of them during our domestic dis-
cussio;;'s of (he next six weeks." •• • 
Thus while India is bleeding, while 150,000 textile workers 

are alrea,dy out on strike, while 31 of h�� best _trade u_nion and 
revolutionary political leaders are awaitmg tn�l,. while hu�dt 
reds of millions of workers and peasants are hvm&' und�r .Ill• 
human conditions, our Tory, Liberal and La!JOur 1mpenahs�s 
"trust that nothing will be heard of them ,dunng oyr domeshc 
discussions of the next six weeks". But, make no m1st�ke about 
i!, the voice o! India wiJ,J be heard during the_ next s1� weeks.
The Communist Party will break through this �onsp1racy_ of 
silence. Wherever it can, it will put utp its candidates agamst 
the members of the Simon Commission. Throughout the _ lenglh 
and breadth of the country it will issue its challenge a�amst the 
oppressors and executioners �f the _In�ian masses. I! will_ expos: 
the hypocrisy o! the lab?ur 11npena)1s!s who continue to pos.:: 
as pacifists. int�rnationahst:' and sooahsts. . 

Sir John S1m�n and his colleagues are. 1:1�kmg the gre�t�.st
mistake of their lives. Apart from the a_chv1hes ?f the Bntlbh 
Communists. India is today speaking for itself. India has beco_me 
the arena of great class strug_gles. Neithe: t_he sweet soot�mf 
words of the members of the Simon _Comm1s?1on, n?r the buJle.s 
of the British forces will succeed m crushmg this movement. 

"We did not conquer India for th� brnefit of the Indians. 
I know it is said al missionary meetmgs that we conquerej 
Indi� to raise the level of the Indians. Tha,t is cant.. \Ye 
conquered India as the outlet for the goods oi Great Bntam. 
We conquered India by the sword an_d by the swo�d we shall 
hold it (shame). Call shame i! you )ike. I _am statmg facts. I 
am interested in missionary work 111 India, and ha_ve done 
much work o! that kiwi, btit I am not such a hypocnte _as to 
say that we hold In�!a for th_e Indians. \Ve hold it .�s 
the finest outlet for Bntish goods m general, and. for Lam�ashne 
cotton goods ,in particular." Sir William Joynson-Hicks. 




