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AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

Government Report on Bombay
Cotton Strikes .

·
Reformist Leaders and "Co -Operation ".

By W. M. Holmes .
London, 25th March , 1929 .

The outstanding feature of the Report of the Bombay
Government Committee of Inquiry into the strikes in the cotton
textile industry in and around that city is its insistence o

n

the
need for "co -operation " between the mill -owners and the
Workers .

By "Co -Operation " the Report clearly means Mondism
industrial peace and rationalisation enforced by the employers
with the aid of the reformist leaders . This fact emerges very
clearly from the Report's discussion o

f

the mill -owners ' pro-
posals for standardisation o

f wages and the regulations
regarding the conditions o

f employment o
f

workers .

It was the mill -owners ' attempt to enforce these proposals ,

which may be briefly characterised a
s rationalisation proposals ,

that led to the strike . The Report declares that these proposals

o
f

the mill -owners are "fair and reasonable " ; and it adds that
the owners ' demand for a 7.5 per cent . cut in weavers ' wages

is also justifiable .

But , the Report adds , there is an over -riding consideration
against the mill -owners pressing their demand for a wage cut- namely , the necessity for "full co -operation " with the (refor-
mist ) Labour leaders in operating the standardisation scheme ;

and it goes on to declare that if the Labour leaders "undertake
really to co -operate " in this way , the mill -owners should drop
their wage cut demand . The Report supports 1

0 o
f

the 1
7 de-

mands of the strikers ; but 8 o
f

these 10 have already been con-
ceded by the mill -owners . Five of the strikers ' demands the
Report holds to be either wholly o

r partly "unfair ” .

During the sittings o
f

the Committee there were 7
0 strikes

in the Bombay textile industry . Noting this fact , the Report de-
clares (with a thinly -veiled threat ) that it is "prejudicial to the
well -being of the industry " and its continuance "may result in

an increasing tendency on the part of the mill -owners to esta-
blish mills up -country where labour is cheaper and steadier ” .

The Report advocates the achievement o
f

economies by the
amalgamation o

f

mills , and by a cartel to regulate the produc-
tion o

f

certain classes of cotton goods .

The Bombay correspondent o
f

the London "Daily Tele-
graph " reports that the (reformist ) leaders have "promised "

that if the mill -owners withdraw their wage cut demands , they
will endeavour to persuade the workers to accept the standardi-
sation scheme .

A hungry man cannot distinguish between a Republic and

a Monarchy : a frozen , shoeless , weary soldier , perishing for

th
e

interests o
f

others , is incapable of getting to love a republic .

However , when the last common workman , every unemployed ,

every cook , every ruined peasant sees , not from the paper ,

but with his own eyes , that the proletarian authority is not
cringing before the rich , but is helping poverty , that this power

is not afraid o
f revolutionary measures , that it takes surplus

products from the parasites and gives them to the hungry ,

that it forcibly moves the homeless into the dwellings o
f

the
rich , that it forces the rich to pay for milk , but does dot
give them a drop o

f
it until the children o
f

a
ll

the poor families
have received adequate supplies , that the land is passing into
the hands o

f

those who labour on it , that the factories and
banks come under the control o

f

the workers , that serious and
immediate punishment is meted out to the millionaires who con-
ceal their riches - when the poverty -stricken see and feel this ,

then n
o

force o
f

the capitalists and kulaks , no forces supported

b
y

the hundreds o
f

milliards o
f

international financial capital ,

will b
e able to conquer the people's revolution . On the contrary ,

it will conquer the whole world .

Lenin : "Will the Bolsheviks Maintain Power ? "

The Conference of the Workers '

and Peasants ' Party of India .

By P
. Sch .

The whole of the conditions o
f

the approaching upsurge

o
f

the revolutionary wave found clear expression a
t

the recently
held Conference of the Workers ' and Peasants ' Parties of India .

If we compare the general tone o
f this Conference with the at-

titude which the workers ' and peasants ' parties adopted not
only two to three years ago , but even within the last twelve
months , then we can unhesitatingly record a swing to the Left
which is characteristic o

f
the general mood o

f

the masses in

the country .

The following essential reservations must be made however .

In the first place the provincial conferences of these parties
were superior to the central conference in that they revealed a

great contact with the masses and raised in a more concrete
form the questions o

f

the struggle which is now proceeding ;

this contact with the masses found particular expression in the
attendance o

f

numerous peasant fraternal delegates . Secondly , the
decisions o

f

the Central Conference in a number o
f questions ,

in particular the question of power , lagged far behind the
sentiments o

f

the broad masses . This fact found striking expres-
sion in that , while the Conference in its resolutions speaks only

o
f
a "democratic organisation o
f

the country " , of a "democratic
regime " , the demonstrations o

f

the workers which welcomed
the Conference delegates , had inscribed on their flags the slogan :

"Long live the independent Soviet Republic of India ! "

That the workers of Calcutta had not proclaimed this slo-
gan "by chance " is to be seen from the fact that all three
demonstrations o

f

the workers which took place in the last
two months (the demonstration which forced its way into the
session o

f

the National Congress , the demonstration which wel-
comed the Workers and Peasants Conference , and finally the
demonstration , attended by 20,000 workers , which took place

a
t the end o
f January against the Simon Commission ) , had on

their flags the slogan o
f

the Soviets . The whittling down o
f

the slogans by the Conference was shown in other questions ,

despite the fact that among the participants in the Conference
there were comrades who possess the confidence of the prole-
tarian advance -guard .

What is the reason for this ? It lies before all in the cha-
racter o

f

the workers and peasants parties themselves , in their
composition of two classes , which is bound to result in rende-
ring vague the proletarian line .

Owing to the lack o
f

material it is impossible for the time
being to give a more or less detailed evaluation o

f

the work

o
f

the Central Conference and to compare it with the provincial
conferences . We therefore confine ourselves to a number of de-
cisions , which serve to illustrate both the positive and the
weak sides of the work of the Conference .

Among the positive sides o
f

the conference there must be-
fore all be included the plain and clear estimate of the trea-
cherous role o

f bourgeois nationalism and the emphatic criti-
cism o

f

the hypocrisy and the empty words o
f

the leaders of
the petty -bourgeois intellectuals . The political resolution o

f

the
Conference , in characterising bourgeois nationalism and the
double game played by its Left wing , proceeds from a class
Analysis o

f

the forces in the camp o
f

the national liberation
movement .

In the question o
f

the relation to the Independence League ,

this recently arisen organisation o
f

the petty -bourgeois intellec-
tuals , the Conference , after an exhaustive discussion , decided not
to join the League , but at the same time not to renounce the
application o

f

united front tactics in those cases in which it

really conducts a fight for independence . The resolution points
out that the radical points which have been inserted into the
programme o

f

the League , do not constitute demands for the
realisation o

f

which the masses must fight , but merely promises
which the bourgeoisie gives in order to deceive the masses .

The Conference , therefore , demands from the petty -bourgeois in-
tellectuals not words but deeds , not promises but proofs . In this
respect the resolution declares :

"The unreal and hypocritical character of the pro-
gramme is perhaps most definitely revealed by the fact that
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throughout there is not a word mentioned of the method
by which the aims are to be achieved ."

Such a method of putting the question proves that the les-
sons of the severe defeats and the treacherous actions beginning

from the year 1921 have not been lost on the workers of India ,
and that these experiences are beginning to find expression , in
this or that form , in the decisions of their mass organisations .

The concrete attitude of the Conference in regard to the
relations to the petty -bourgeois intellectuals and their groupings

would not deserve any special emphasis , had there not at the
same time been put forward in the press opinions which seek
to revive in the workers and peasants ' parties the old illusions ,
to cause them to exaggerate the importance of the leading or-
ganisations of the intellectuals and to induce them to come to
in understanding with them .

How powerful , and at the same time how very dangerous ,
hese illuisons are, can be seen from two articles by Comrade
Roy , one of which appeared in the bourgeois -nationalist "For-
ward" before the December Conferences , and contained “Ad-
vice " to the workers and peasants Party, while the other appea-
red in the "Inprecorr ." (No. 6, February 1st , 1929 ) already after
the Conference of the workers ' and peasants Party and contains
a very decided criticism of this Conference .

In the first article "Appeal to the Independence movement"
(Foward Annual 1928 , pages 57/58) Comrade Roy writes :

"In view of this historic significance of the Calcutta
Congress (this refers to the National Congress P. Sch .) all
fighters for the freedom of India must heartily greet the
rise of the Independence League . The Nationalist Movement
has reached a parting of the ways . This can no longer be
denied . Otherwise , the formation of the Independence Lea-
gue would be premature . The rude reality of the situation
is that one section of the movement has decided to com-
promise with imperialist domination , while the other has
declared its determination to overthrow foreign rule . In
Calcutta the Congress must commit itself clearly to the one
or the other point of view . In order to have the Congress .
remain faithful to the Madras Resolution , the Independence
League must move the rejection of the Nehru Report by
the Calcutta Congress . Failing to do this the League will
lose the right to a separate existence ..."
Comrade Roy, in proposing to the Independence League

that it bring forward at the National Congress at Calcutta a
resolution on the "Convocation of a Constituent Assembly on
the basis of general election " writes further :

"...In course of this agitation ( for the convocation ofthe Constituent Assembly P. Sch . ) the National Revolutio-
nary Party (into which the Independence League should de-
velop ) will rally under its banner the majority o

f

the
nation ... "

Let us leave on one side Comrade Roy's main slogan ,

which aims at the convocation by the National Congress o
f

a Constituent Assembly , and thereby fosters the extremely
harmful illusions , which have been instilled into the masses
by Motilal Nehru , that it is possible by a "fight " of the
Congress to achieve the emancipation o

f India .

Still more characteristic of the present attitude of Com-
rade Roy is the heroic future he promises the Independence
League a

t

its cradle . Beneath its flag there will gather the
majority o

f

the nation . The mere fact fact of its existence will
mean a turning point in the national revolutionary movement .

Finally , should this mountain labour and produce a mouse , if

it succeeds in obtaining from the Congress of Calcutta ...
what ? fidelity to the resolution o

f

Madras , i . e . to the reso-
lution which proclaimed a

s

its aim complete independence ,

but which , in accordance with the chief principle of the
National Congress , must be achieved by "peaceable and lawful
means " . As is known , by this resolution , in the course o

f

a year , not only have the walls o
f

British imperialism notcollapsed , but not even a single hair of the head of Simon
has been injured . Why Comrade Roy expects a miracle from the
repetition o
f this resolution remains a mystery .

(To be continued . )

FASCISM
International Fascism and How t

Combat it .

(Unanimously Adopted Resolution of the International Ant
Fascist Congress . )

Fascism is the outcome o
f imperialist war , the shattering

o
f

the capitalist regime and the general crisis o
f post -war times

o
f

the bankruptcy o
f

the parliamentary system and o
f

the decay

o
f

the system o
f

the bourgeois parties , whose petty -bourgeois
fundament is rebelling against the deterioration o

f

their standard

o
f living and shrinking from the threatening social revolution

Fascism , which has seized power in a number of countrie
under petty -bourgeois -reformist slogans , such a

s "social peace

"reconciliation o
f

the classes " , soon proved to be open and
direct dictatorship o

f

the upper classes under the guidance o

organised finance -capital . It is the form in which the bour
geoisie is trying to maintain the shaken capitalist system o

oppression and exploitation against the attack o
f

the revolu
tionary proletariat .

But even seven years after the seizing o
f power by Italian

Fascism the general crisis o
f capitalism is not on the wane b
u

continues to grow more acute . The maintenance o
f

Fascist d
o

minion is a proof not o
f

the stabilisation o
f capitalist powe

but o
f

its permanently critical state and of its decay .

In the countries which are ruled by Fascism , the individua
classes which stand aloof from or oppose the Fascist regime
are the working classes : the proletariat and the toiling pea
santry . The fight against Fascism is under the circumstances
nothing but a form o

f

the class fight o
f

the exploited and o
p

pressed masses o
f

the people against the capitalists and landed
proprietors .
Under the iron yoke o

f

Fascism more than 150 million
people in Europe alone are a

t present held down , gagged and
exploited . The bloody scourge o

f

Fascism reigns in Italy , Po-
land , Spain , Portugal , Bulgaria , Yugoslavia , Hungary and Li-
thuania . In Asia the Fascist Kuomintang has gagged the Chi-
nese workers and peasants and is exterminating the best revo-
lutionary champions ; in Japan Fascist shock troops are being
organised under the open protection o
f

the government against
the awakening revolutionary Labour movement ; the imperialistic
rulers o
f

Indonesia employ Fascist methods o
f terror in order
to combat and overthrow the movement for national freedom
In Latin America , Fascist rule of terror is raging in Chile

'Etat menaces a great number of countries in which the bour
Cuba and Venezuela . The danger o

f
Fascist upheavals and coups

geois democratic system still prevails , while in a number o

other countries the Fascist movement is making marked pro
gress . For instance , in Austria , which up to quite recently was
one of the most democratic countries , Fascism has come to the
fore and constitutes a direct menace to Labour .

Wherever Fascism imposes its rule it destroys the cultura
life o

f

the nation . In order to maintain its power it allies itsel
with all the reactionary forces of the army and the church .
The aggravation o

f

the Fascist danger o
f

the whole of
Europe is closely connected with the menace of a new mur-
derous imperialist war . The imperialists of all countries are
preparing to drive the working masses once more to the
slaughterhouse and are organising a predatory attack on the
Union of the Socialistic Soviet Republics .

A further cause of the consolidation of Fascist elements in
countries where bourgeois democracy prevails is the recent de
velopment of the Labour movement , outlined by the mighty wave
of strikes , economic fights and revolutionary mass demonstra
tions and the rebellion o

f

the exploited broad peasant masse
against the capitalist rulers . The constantly approaching per
spective o

f

war and o
f revolutionary mass fights against the

growing oppression and danger of war are causing the bour
geoisie to use Fascist fighting methods in ever increasing mea
sure against the working class and the whole o

f

the toiling
population .

Social Democracy and the leaders o
f

the Amsterdam trade
unions , which are more and more merging with bourgeois ma
chinery o

f

State and the heads o
f capitalist trusts , are preaching


