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th e y  w ere  adv ised  by th e  po lice  o ffic ia l th a t  i t  w o u ld  be b e tte r  fo r 
th e m  to  leave the  v illage , w ith  the  re su lt, u lt im a te ly  150 H a rija n s  
in c lu d in g  w om en  and  c h ild re n  had  to  evacua te  the  v illage.

T h u s  d is t r ib u t io n  o f g o v e rn m e n t la n d  to  th e  la n d le ss  is  a 
fa rce  des igned  to  deceive the  poor. A ll over th e  c o u n try ' the  m os t 
fe r t ile  la n d  has been a llo tte d  m o s tly  (o g o v e rn m e n t o ffic ia ls , ru l in g  
p a rty  m em bers , and  to  la n d lo rd s . Poor a nd  la n d le s s  peasants  
o c c u p y in g  these la n d s  were fo rc ib ly  ev ic ted  to  m ake  room  fo r th is  
g e n try .

In  these c o n fro n ta tio n s  be tw een  the  po o r a nd  (he r ich , we 
w itn e s s  in s ta n c e s  o f a scene o f b ru ta lit ie s  enacted  by the  n o n ­
v io le n t, t r u th  lov ing , god fe a ring , s o c ia lis t reg im e u n d e r the  
b r i l l ia n t  le a d e rsh ip  o f the  m o s t p o p u la r  P rim e M in is te r , S h r im a ti 
In d ira  G a n d h i, i t  is  re p o rte d  th a t  c o m p la in ts  to th e  po lice  a g a in s t 
la n d lo rd  g a n g s te rism  has  evoked no  response. O n  th e  o th e r h and , 
the  po lice , too, have sh o w n  th em se lves  to  be p a rt and  parce l o f 
la n d lo rd  gangst e rism . Even an SSP leade r w a s  fo rced to  a n n o u n ce  
: "I am  co n v in ce d  th a t i t  is  n o t poss ib le  to free the  la n d  from  these 
r ic h  benam is  and  a llo t it  to  the  la nd less  by the  n o rm a l G ove rnm en t 
process. F o rc ib le  se izu re  o f la n d  b y  o rg a n is in g  the la n d le ss  to m eet 
the  a rm e d  a tta c k  o f the  r ic h  la n d lo rd s  e ffec tive ly  is  the  o n ly  w ay 
o u t."

T he  t r u th  th a t "p o w e r g ro w s  o u t o f  the  b a rre l o f  the gu n "  is  
b e in g  fo rc ib ly  ta u g h t to  th e  la n d le ss  la b o u re rs  and  poor peasants  
by  s u c h  b it te r  experiences a ll ove r the  coun try '.

H is to r ic a l expe rience  a rid  the  ob jec tive  c o n d it io n s  o f today, 
in c lu d in g  the  po lic ies  im p le m e n te d  by the  ru lin g  p a rty  proves 
aga in  a nd  aga in  th a t la n d  re fo rm s  can  be h o n e s tly  im p lem en ted  
o n ly  w h e n  the  ru ra l p o o r are o rgan ised  to  take  courage  in to  th e ir  
h a n d s  a n d  d is tr ib u te  the  la n d  am ongst them se lves  by  force.

AGRICULTURAL LABOUR

A g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e rs  c o n s itu te  th e  s in g le  b iggest sec tion  o f 
o u r  c o u n ty 's  p o u la tio n  - 12 c ro res  o u t o f  44  c ro re s  a cco rd in g  to  
th e  1961 ce n su s  - 25 p e rc e n t o f the  to ta l p o p u la tio n , o r o n e - th ird  
o f th e  ru ra l p o p u la tio n . T h e y  are th e  m o s t exp lo ited , so c ia lly  
oppressed se c tio n  o f o u r  people in  m a n y  respects , trea ted  worse 
th a n  the  Negroes in  A m e rica  o r the  B la c k s  in  S o u th  A fr ica .

T he  a g r ic u ltu ra l po licy  o f the  G o ve rn m e n t, the  sys tem  o f 
d is t r ib u i in g  c re d it as w e ll as h ig h  y ie ld in g  seeds, fe rtilis e rs , 
p e s tt  * irs . has  o n ly  he lped th e  in te n s if ic a t io n  and  the  p o la r is a tio n  
be tw een  haves a nd  h a v e -n o ts  in  the  ru ra l sy'stem . W h a teve r be the  
ta lk  o f i l ie  g o ve rnm en t in  re la tio n  to  la n d  re fo rm s, the h u n d re d s  
o f c ro re s  o f loans  fro m  I.D .A . (the a ffilia te  o fW o r ld B a n k )  to v a r io u s  
s ta te  g o ve rn m e n ts  fo r d is t r ib u t io n  o f tra c to rs , com b ines , o il 
eng ines, e le c tr ic  m o to rs , a nd  o th e r necess itie s  o f the  ru ra l r ic h , 
w il l  in  a c tio n  o n ly  m ean g re a te r c o n c e n tra tio n  o f la n d  and re s u lt 
in  g ro w th  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  in  the  ru ra l areas.

These econom ic  fa c ilit ie s  do n o t reach  th e  sm a ll fa rm e rs  an d  
"m a n y  o f th e  s m a ll fa n n e rs  b e lo n g in g  to  the  H a r ija n  c o m m u n ity  
are  n o t aw are  o f the  fa c ilit ie s  b y  the  e x te n s io n  agency. Loans g iven 
u n d e r  the  in te n s ive  m a n u fa c tu r in g  schem e o f the  sa n rith i ra re ly  
reach the  s m a ll c u lt iv a to rs  w ho  s u ffe r  fro m  soc ia l d is a b ilit ie s ."

( "A g r ic u ltu ra l D eve lopm ent a n d  S m a ll F a rm ers  : A Study of 
Andhra Pradesh", G ogu la  P a rth a s a ra th y  : A n d h ra  U n iv e rs ity  1971, 
Page 68).

W here  the  new  te c h n iq u e s  have ta k e n  roo t, la n d  p rices  have 
r is e n  th ree , fo u r  o r  even five tim e s  and  la n d -o w n e rs , espec ia lly 'the  
b ig  ones, are in  no  m ood to  sha re  w ith  o th e rs  th e  b e n e fits  b ro u g h t 
b y  b e tte r  fa rm in g  m e thods . T h e ir  a tte m p t is  to  ge t r id  o f te n a n ts  
a lto g e th e r and  resum e la n d  fo r  so -ca lled  s e lf-c u lt iv a tio n , m a k in g  
use o f the  v ir tu a l ly  u n lim ite d  s u p p ly  o f h ire d  la b o u r. T e ita n ts  are 
in  th is  way' be in g  reduced  to  the  p o s it io n  o f la n d le ss  la b o u re rs .

T he  increase  in  n u m b e rs  o f th e  ru ra l la b o u re rs , w h ic h  is  
m a in ly  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r, is  a g ro w in g  p h e n o m e n o n  in  In d ia  

today.



440 India Mortgaged

Growing Rural Labour

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  Second L a b o u r E n q u iry , o f  th e  es tim a ted
6 6 .6  m il l io n  ru ra l h o u se h o ld s  in  1956-57 , 2 4 .5  p e r c e n t o r  16.3 
m ill io n  w ere a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r househo ld s . In  1963-64 . accord ing  
to  th e  N a tio n a l S am p le  S u rvey  (1 9 th  R ound), th e re  w ere a b o u t
6 7 .6  m il l io n  ru ra l h o u se h o ld s  in  In d ia , o f w h ic h  17.2 m illio n , o r 
a b o u t 2 6  p e r c e n t w ere  ru ra l la b o u r  hou se h o ld s .

We had no ted  in  the  c h a p te r  "Is In d ia  on Lhe W ay to 
In d u s tr ia lis a tio n ? "  th a t  the re  has been no fu n d a m e n ta l change in  
the  o c c u p a tio n a l p a tte rn  in  lh e  c o u n try  be tw een  in d u s try  and 
a g r ic u ltu re . T he  sam e is  tru e  in  th e  ru ra l econom y.

B e tw een  1901. an d  i9 6 9 , th e  p ro p o rt io n  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l 
w o rk e rs  to  the  to ta l w o rk  force f lu c tu a te d  a ro u n d  70  p e rc e n t o f the 
to ta l p o p u la tio n ; th o u g h  the  p ro p o rt io n  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rke rs  to 
th e  to ta l w o rk  force rem a ined  s ta tio n a ry ' at a b ou t 7 0  per cent, in  
a b s o lu te  te rm s  the re  w as an  increase  fro m  9 7 .2  m ill io n  to 132 
m ill io n .

T he  fo llo w in g  tab le  show s th e  percen tages o f ru ra l la b o u r 
h o u s e h o ld s  in  ru ra l houses in  v a r io u s  s ta tes  o f In d ia . In  the  s ta tes 
o f K era la , T a m il N adu, A n d h ra  P radesh, B ih a r, a n dW est Bengal, 
m o re  th a n  one th ird  o f th e ir  res p e c tiv e  ru ra l households  
c o n s titu te d  ru ra l la b o u r househo lds . R u ra l la b o u r is p re d o m in a n tly  
a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r, c o n s t itu t in g  82  pe r c e n t o f the  ru ra l la b o u r.

TA B L E  : 14 .1

Rural Labour Households to Total Rural 
Hoseholds in States, 1963-64

State Per cent State Per cent

Kerala 36.7 Tamil Nadu 36.3

Andhra Pradesh 34.7 West Bengal 33.8

Bihar 32.9 Maharashtra 30.0

Orissa 30.0 Mysore 23.6

Madhya Pradesh 22.9 Gujarat 19.8

Assam 15.0 Uttara Pradesh 15.2
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(includes Manipoor &

Tripura also)

Rajasthan 11.8

Punjab 14.9

(includes Delhi & Himachal 

Pradesh)

Jammu & Kashmir 2.5

All India 25.5

The la te s t ava ila b le  fig u re s  show  th a t, o u t o f a to ta l o f ru ra l 
p o p u la tio n  o f 434 m illio n , over 100 m il l io n  ow ned no la n d  a t a ll 
and  a n o th e r 185 m ill io n  ow ned less th a n  five acres p e r fa m ily . 
M os t o f those  w ho  ow ned less th a n  five acres o f sm a ll pa tches  o f 
la n d  are a lso  m a in ly  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r. The fo llo w in g  tab le  
show s th e  percentage o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  h o u se h o ld s  to  the  
to ta l r u ra l hou se h o ld s  in  1963-64 , s ta te -w ise .

TA B LE  : 1 4 .2

Agricultural Labour Households to Rural Households

(percent)

States 1963-64

Andhra Pradesh 29.1

Assam 11.7

Bihar 26.3

Gujarat 15.8

Jammu & Kashmir 1.0

Kerala 27.2

Madhya Pradesh .19.5

Maharashtra 26.6

Orissa 26.5

Mysore 19.5

Punjab including 12.2

Himachal Pradesh

Rajasthan ■ 4.5
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Tamil Nadu 30.9

Uttar Pradesh 12.4

West Bengal 27.4

A ll India 20.9

T he  percen tage  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  h o u s e h o ld s  to  to ta l 
ru ra l h o u s e h o ld s  is  above th e  a ll- In d ia  average in  A n d h ra  
P radesh , B ih a r , K era la , M a h a ra s h tra , O rissa , T a m il N adu and 
W est B enga l.

Landless Labour

L a b o u r w ith o u t  la n d  is  a g ro w in g  p h e n o m e n o n  today. The 

g ro w in g  c a p ita lis t  re la tio n s  a n d  c o m m o d ity  p ro d u c tio n  ru in s  
s m a ll p ro d u c tio n , re d u c in g  p e tty  c u lt iv a to rs  an d  te n a n ts  in to  
la n d le s s  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  c re a tin g  a ru ra l p ro le ta r ia t  w ith o u t 
th e  m eans  o f p ro d u c tio n . He is  le ft w ith  h is  ow n  la b o u r  pow er and 
n o th in g  else to  se ll in  th e  m a rk e t fo r h is  liv in g .

As L e n in  h ad  sa id  in  h is  b o o k  "Development of Capitalism in 
Russia":

"M ach ines  le a d  lo  the  co n ce n tra tio n  o f  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  to the  
p ra c tice  o f  c a p ita lis t co-operation in ag ricu ltu re ", a n d  "w here  the  
e m p loym en t o f  m ach ines  is p a r t ic u la r ly  w id e -s p re a d  (Novorossia) 
is  a ls o  d is t in g u is h e d  by  the  q u ite  co n s id e ra b le  s ize  o f i ls ja rm s " .  The  
s y s te m a tic  e m p lo ym e n t o f  m a ch in e ry  in a g r ic u ltu re  ous ts  the  
p a tr ia rc h a l 'm id d le ' p e a sa n t a s  irre vo ca b ly  as  the  s team  p o w e r  
loom  ous ts  the  h a n d ic ra  ft w eaver".

T h u s  the  g ro w th  o f  c o m m o d ity  p ro d u c t io n  in  a g r ic u ltu re , 
g ro w in g  c a p ita lis t  re la tio n s  in  th e  c o u n try s id e , c o n c e n tra tio n  o f 
p ro d u c tio n , a nd  th e  in c re a s in g  e m p lo y m e n t o f m a c h in e ry , o u s ts  
s m a ll a n d  m id d le  p easan ts  fro m  th e  la n d  in c re a s in g  th e  n u m b e rs  
o f la n d le s s  la b o u re rs .

T he re fo re , i t  is  n o t s u rp r is in g  th a t  the  p o lic ie s  b e in g  adop ted  
b y  th e  ru lin g  b ig  b o u rg e o is  - la n d lo rd  c lass  in  In d ia  is  a lso 
in c re a s in g  th e  a rm y  o f the  ru ra l p ro le ta r ia t. T h is  is  c le a r fro m  
v a r io u s  s tu d ie s  on  th e  im p a c t o f th e  'ne w  a g r ic u ltu ra l s tra te g y ' in
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India.
The following table gives the percentage of distribution of 

agricultural labour households, by category of households with 
land and without land, in 1956-57 and 1963-64, showing the 
increasing trend towards the growth of the rural proletariat
without land.
T A R T .* '. • 1 4 . . 3

Percentage Distribution of Agricultural Labour House­
holds by Category of H o u seh o ld s : 1956-57 and 1963-64

~ ~  “ W ith Land W ithout Land

1956-57 1963-64 1956-57 1963-64

Andhra Pradesh 33.0

Assam 297

Bihar 61.2

Gujarat 27.1

Jammu & Kashmir 32.8

Kerala 56.1

Madhya Pradesh 38.9

Maharashtra 27.1

Mysore 34.5

Orissa 53.0

Punjab 11.0

Rajasthan 35.8

Tamil Nadu 34.5

Uttar Pradesh 54.3

West Bengal 33.4

A ll India 41.6

27.3 67.0 72.7

40.3 70.3 59.7

47.3 38.8 52.7

13.7 ' 72.9 86.3

50.0 67.2 50.0

69.9 43.9 30.1

50.0 61.0 50.0

28.6 72.9 71.4

31.0 65.5 69.0

44.8 47.0 55.2

14.5 89.0 85.5

39.6 64.2 60.4

29.0 65.5 71.0

51.5 45.7 48.5

37.8 66.6 62.2

38.8 58.4 61.2

The all-India average of agricultural labour households
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w ith o u t . la n d  o u t o f th e  to ta l a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  h o u s e h o ld s  has 
in c reased  fro m  5 8 .4  p e r c e n t to  61 .2  pe r c e n t d u r in g  195 6 -5 7  and 
1963 -64 , The s ta tes  in  w h ic h  s u c h  an  increase  o f h o u s e h o ld s  o f 
la n d le s s  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  co u ld  be reckoned  are A n d h ra  
P radesh, B ih a r . G u ja ra t, M yso re , O rissa , T a m il N adu , a n d  U tta r  
P radesh. The s ta te s  w h e re  the  percen tage  o f la n d le ss  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
la b o u r  h o u se h o ld s  to  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  hou se h o ld s  is  g re a te r 
th a n  th e  a ll- In d ia  percen tage  o f 6 1 .2 , are  A n d h ra  P radesh  (72.7), 
G u ja ra t (86.3), M a h a ra s h tra  (71 .4), M ysore  (69.0), P u n ja b  (85.5), 
T a m il N adu (7 1.0). a n d  W est B enga l (62.2).

As fo r the  pe rcen tage  d is t r ib u t io n  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  
hou se h o ld s , b y  ca tegories, a b o u t 33  per cen t o f th e  h o u se h o ld s  
had  som e la n d  in  1963 -64  as a g a in s t abou t 42 p e rc e n t in  1956- 
57. A cco rd in g  to  A g r ic u ltu ra l L a b o u r  E n q u ir ie s , the  percen tage  o f 
la n d le ss  la b o u r to to ta l a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  w h ic h  w as  50  in  1950- 
51 increased  to  a b o u t 57 in  1956 -57 , and  a cc o rd in g  m N a tio n a l 
S am p le  S urvey, the  percen tage  w as a b o u t 61 in  1963-64 .

"The p ercen tag e  o f  land less a g ric u ltu ra l lab o u r has, 
th u s , been in c re a s in g  d u rin g  a ll  th e  years  o f d e v e lo p m e n ta l 
p lan n in g ."

T he im p a c t o f th e  'green re v o lu tio n ' a fte r  1963-64  in  areas 
w he re  in te n s iv e  c u lt iv a t io n  h a s  progressed has n o t been s tu d ie d  
y e t in  its  su m  to ta l. C e rta in  s tu d ie s  m ade so fa r have p roved th a t 
th is  g ro w th  in  the  n u m b e rs  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  has  been 
s ig n if ic a n t in  a reas w he re  the  new  s tra te g y  has been im p le m e n te d  
in te n s ive ly .

F ra n c in e  F ra n k e l, w h o  u n d e r to o k  a s tu d y  o f soc io -econom ic  
re la tio n s  o f th e  peasantry7 u n d e r  the  im p a c t o f the  new  stra tegy7, 
cam e to Lhe c o n c lu s io n  th a t, " th e  m a jo r ity  o f 8 0  p e rc e n t in  the  rice 
b e lt have experienced  a re la tive  dec line  o f th e ir  econom ic  pos it ion ; 
a n d  som e p ro p o rtio n , re p re se n tin g  u n p ro te c te d  te n a n ts  c u lt iv a t in g  
u n d e r  o ra l lease, have su ffe red  an  a b so lu te  d e te r io ra tio n  in  th e ir  
liv in g  s ta n d a rd .

" In  fac t, in  a reas w he re  h ig h -y ie ld in g  v a rie tie s  o f r ice  have 
been su c c e s s fu lly  in tro d u c e d , th is  tendency  to w a rd s  econom ic  
p o la r is a tio n  be tw een  la rge  fa rm e rs , on the  one h a n d , a n d  the 
m a jo r ity  o f s m a ll ow ners , o w n e r-c u m -te n a n t c u lt iv a to rs , and 
sh a re -c ro p p e rs , on  th e  o th e r, has  a lre a d y  begun ." (Mainstream,
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D ecem ber 13, 1969).

A g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  a n d  la n d le ss  peasan ts , in c lu d in g  
la n d le ss  s h a re -c ro p p e rs  in  the  v illa g e s  he s tu d ie d  in  B u rd w a n  
d is tr ic t ,  n u m b e re d  39 p e r cen t, 52  pe r cen t, 67  per cen t, 59  pe r 
ce n t in  th e  fo u r  M ilages fo r  w h ic h  he w as g iven  de ta ile d  da ta . He 
fu r th e r  no tes th a t  "the  p ro je c t o ffic e r and 1AD" s ta f f  s u p p o r t the 
genera l in te rp re ta tio n  suggested by  th is  da ta  th a t th e  ove rw he lm ing  
m a jo r ity  o f a g r ic u ltu ra lis t  fa m ilie s  in  B u rd w a n  d is t r ic t  are e ith e r 
co m p le te ly  la n d le ss  o r opera te  u n e co n o m ic  h o ld in g s  o f u s u a lly  
less th a n  th ree  acres." (Ibid : Page 20). " in  W est G odava ry  d is t r ic t  
a b o u t 6 0  pe r c e n t o f a g r ic u ltu ra l fa m ilie s  are a c tu a lly  fa rm  
la b o u re rs ."  (Mainstream, D ecem ber 27, 1969). "The la rges t p o rt io n  
o f a g r ic u ltu ra l p o p u la tio n  in  P a lgha t d is t r ic t  - a b o u t 85  per ce n t 
are fa rm  la b o u re rs ."  W r it in g  a b o u t L u d h ia n a , he says th a t  "the  
in e ff ic ie n t fa rm e rs , th a t  is, the  s m a ll fa rm e rs  w h o  c a n n o t a ffo rd  
Lhe new  technology7, w il l  u lt im a te ly  f in d  th e  gap in  re tu rn s  to  
in v e s tm e n t on  la rge and  sm a ll fa rm s  so g re a t th a t  th e y  w il l  se ll 
th e ir  h o ld in g s  and leave a g r ic u ltu re . S im ila r ly , Lhe te n a n t c lass 

w il l  beg in  to  d isappea r."

He co n c lu d e s  h is  rev iew  o f the  im p a c t ol th is  new  strategy7 
s a y in g  th a t  th is  "h a s  a lre a d y  p ro d u c e d  la rg e  n u m b e rs  o f
u n e m p lo ye d  y7o u n g  m en in  the  v illages  ...... w h o  m ay p resen t
se rio u s  soc io -econom ic  a nd  law  a nd  o rd e r p ro b le m s  in  the  years  
to com e", " ra p id  d e te r io ra tio n  in  'good -re la tions ' be tw een la n d - 
ow ners  and  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  , has a lready7 led .to the  f ir s t  
c o n fro n ta tio n  be tw een la n d lo rd  a n d  la b o u r  fa c tions".

He foresees in c re a s in g  c o n fro n ta t io n  o f these p o la rised  

forces. He dec la res  :

In  o th e r p a rts  o f  the  w h e a t belt J o r  exam ple , U tta r  
P radesh  a n d  B ih a r, w he re  the  m a jo r ity  o f  c u lt iv a tin g  
lio u se h o ld s  ope ra te  h o ld ings  o f  less than  10 acres, 
w h e re  in e q u ito u s  L e n u ria l a rra n g e m e n ts  a re  an  
a d d it io n a l d ra in  on the  m eagre resources o f  the  sm a ll 
fa rm e rs , w h e re  the  inc idence  o f  la n d le ss  labou re rs  is 
h igher, a n d  w he re  the leve l o f  in d u s tr ia l deve lopm ent 
is  low . it  is d if f ic u lt  to see m ore than a s m a ll section o f  
a g r ic u ltu ra l pop u la tio n  b r in g  a b le  to re a lise  s ig n ific a n t  
bene fits  from  the w h e a l revo lu tion . Indeed , Lhe g a in s  in 
these a reas  a re  lik e ly  to be even more h e a v ily  skew ed;
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the  increase  in  d is p a r it ie s  la rg e r: a n d  the  ra te  o f  
d is p la ce m e n t g re a te r th a n  ca n  re a s o n a b ly  be expected  
to be a b so rb e d  th ro u g h  Lhe c re a tio n  o f  a lte rn a tiv e  jo b  
o p p o rtu n itie s  o u ts id e  a g ric u ltu re  [a n d  th is  w o u ld  le a d  
to] in c re a s in g  in s ta n ce s  o f  c lass  c o n fro n ta tio n  in  ru ra l 
a reas. T h is  em erges c le a r ly  f r o m  a  co n s id e ra tio n  o f  
a g r ic u ltu ra l m o d e rn is a tio n  a n d  soc ia l change  in Lhe 
p re d o m in a n t ly  p a d d y  g ro w in g  d is t r ic ts  o f  W est 
G odava ry , Tan jo re , P a lg h a t a n d  D u rd w a n .

T he  q u e s tio n  a rises  as to w h o  is  m a in ly  re sp o n s ib le  fo r the  
c re a tio n  o f th is  c o n fro n ta tio n  in  the  ru ra l areas? W ho is  respons ib le  
lo r  the  increase  in  la n d  c o n c e n tra tio n ?  W ho s h o u ld  be he ld  
re sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  g ro w in g  n u m b e rs  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs ?  
O r. in  o th e r w o rd s , w h o  is  re sp o n s ib le  fo r the  c re a tio n  o f th is  
re v o lu tio n a ry ' s itu a t io n ?

Is it the  re v o lu tio n a r ie s  o r  th e  party ' in  pow er?

Average Incom e o f Agricultural Labourer

W hen we d iscu sse d  th e  q u e s tio n  o f p e r c a p ita  incom e, we 

had  no ted  th a t  n e a rly  "7 0  p e rc e n t o f the  ru ra l p o p u la tio n  in  1967- 
6 8  w ere  fo u n d  to  be a t pove rty  leve l", even a c c o rd in g  to  the  
d ia g n o s is  o f th e  Reserve B a n k  o f In d ia , A g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  is the  
m a in  c h u n k  o f th is  g ro u p  o f the  p o p u la tio n  liv in g  on a lm o s t 
s ta rv a t io n  d ie t in  In d ia . N ot o n ly  are th e ir  wages th e  low est, b u t  
th e  in c id e n ce  o f u n e m p lo y m e n t is h ig h e s t. A c c o rd in g  to a s tu d y  in  
Economic Times, i t  h a s  be e n  fo u n d  th a t  th e  in c id e n c e  o f 
u n e m p lo y m e n t is  as h ig h  as 15 per c e n t o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  
h o u s e h o ld s  as co m p a re d  to  3  per c e n t fo r  o th e r ru ra l h o u se h o ld s  
(S ep tem ber 25, 1970). E ven  o f th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  w h o  are 
em p loyed , excep t fo r  th e  a tta c h e d  la b o u re rs , the  o th e rs  do  n o t fin d  
e m p lo y m e n t a ll th e  y e a r ro u n d . In  m o s t o f the  dry' c u lt iv a t io n  
areas, e m p lo y m e n t a t Lhe h ig h e s t is  no t m ore  th a n  150 days in  the  
yea r; in  the  ir r ig a te d  areas. Loo, fu l l  e m p lo y m e n t is  a va ila b le  o n ly  
in  th e  sow ing  a n d  re a p in g  p e rio d s  - in  a ll th e  o th e r p e rio d s .it is  o n ly  
h a p h a z a rd  a n d  p a r t ia l e m p lo ym e n t.

T he  fo llo w in g  ta b le  g ives th e  average a n n u a l in com e  pe r 
a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  h o u s e h o ld  fo r  tw o  d if fe re n t ye a rs  1 9 5 3 -5 4  and
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1963-64 . T he  d a ta  are  fo r a ll In d ia , th o u g h  c o m p a ra b le  s ta tew ise  

d a ta  are n o t a va ilab le .

TA B LE  : 1 4 .4

Average Annual Incom e Per Agricultural Labour 
Household by Source : All India

Source o f Income Annual Income (Rs.) 
1956-57 1963-64

Percentage to  total 
1956-57 1963-64

(1) Cultivation of land 32.15 42.54 8.3 6.4

(2) Agricultural wages 281.08 544.55 72.9 82.5

(3) Non agricultural wages56.96 33,33 14.8 5.1

(4) Other sources 15.19 39.47 4.0 6.0

Total 385.38 659.89 100.0 100.0

Source : Econom ic Times, August 9, 1970.

T he  average a n n u a l incom e p e r a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  house, 
w h ic h  w as Rs. 3 8 5 .8 8  in  1956-57, increased  to  Rs. 6 6 0 .1 9  in  
1963-64  - re c o rd in g  an  increase  o f a b o u t 71 pe r cen t.

T he  ba s ic  fe a tu re  to  be no ted  here  is  Lhe g re a te r dependence 
o f the  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re r on a g r ic u ltu ra l wages in  1963-64  th a n  
in  1956-57 . W hereas in  1956-57 Lhe percen tage  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l 
wages to  h is  to ta l incom e w as 7 2 .9  pe r cen t, i t  inc reased  in  1963- 
64  to 8 2 .5  p e rc e n t.  T here  w as an  a b so lu te  fa ll in  in com e  fro m  n o n - 
a g r ic u ltu ra l w ages a n d  o th e r o c c u p a tio n s  fro m  Rs. 5 6 .9 6  in  1956- 

57 to Rs. 3 3 .3 3  in  1963-64 . I t  is  e v id e n t th a t  even m eagre 
p o s s ib ilit ie s  o f o th e r  o c c u p a tio n s  in  th e  ru ra l se c to r have d rie d  up .

T he  Economic Times Research B u re a u  re p o rts  on  N ovem ber 
18, 1970, th a t  averge d a ily  e a rn in g s  o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  
de c lin e d  fro m  2 0 7  paise in  1950-51 to  2 0 3  pa ise  in  1 9 5 6 -57  and  
in c re a se d  to  2 9 7  pa ise in  1964-65 .
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F o r a n y  one liv in g  in  the  v illages, these fig u re s  as average 
e a rn in g s  are fa n ta s t ic a lly  h igh . How ever, w h a t w ith  m ore  th a n  
th re e - fo u r th s  o f the  a rea  u n d e r d ry  c u lt iv a t io n , w h e re  wages are 
as low  as 50  pa ise even today  in  q u ite  a n u m b e r o f rem o te  areas; 
ta k in g  in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  the  large n u m b e r  o f un e m p lo ye d ; 
c o n s id e r in g  th a t  a la rge  p a r t o f the  y e a r is  w ith o u t  e m p loym en t; 
th is  'ave rage ' is  n o t poss ib le  even in  m o s t deve loped areas.

Even so, le t u s  co n s id e r th e se .d a ta  fro m  a d iffe re n t angle. 
These fig u re s  fro m  th e  tw o  A g r ic u ltu ra l E n q u ir ie s  o f 1950-51 and 
1956 -57 . a nd  the  d a ta  re leased by the C e n tra l L a b o u r B u re a u  fo r 
1964 -65 . s lio w  th a t  "a lth o u g h  in  te rm s  o f m oney th e  wages o f 
a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  recorded a n 'in c re a s e  o f a b ou t 37  p e rc e n t in  
a pe riod  o f 14 yea rs , rea l wages a c tu a lly  d e c lined  b y  a b o u t 5 per 
ce n t d u r in g  th e  p e rio d ". The fo llo w in g  t ab le p roduced  by  th e  same 
Economic Times a rtic le  c le a r ly  u n d e r lin e s  th e  sam e fac t.

TA B LE  : 1 4 .5

Indices of Money, Real Earnings of Agricultural 
Labourers

(1950-51 : 100)

Year
Indices of Money 

Earnings
Indices o f Real 

Earnings

Men Women Men Women

1950-51 100 100 100 100

1 956-57 94 94 94 94

1964-65 137 145 95 100

"T h o u g h  th e  s ta te  g o ve rn m e n ts  have adop ted  m in im u m  
wage re g u la tio n s , in  a c tu a l p ra c tice  th e  la b o u rs  g e t m u c h  less 
th a n  the  m in im u m  fix e d .”

T he re fo re , th e  r ise  in  p rices  h a s  n o t o n ly  eaten up  h is  
in c re m e n ts  co m p le te ly , h is  p o s itio n  has a c tu a lly  becom e w orse. 
C o n se q u e n tly  th e  w id e  g u lf  be tw een  the  econom ic  c o n d it io n s  o f 
th e  r u ra l la b o u r  a n d  the  top  c lass o f  ru ra l soc ie ty  has  fu r th e r
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w idened .

We m u s t a lso  re m e m b e r th a t  wages are pa id  in  va r io u s  
w ays. V a rio u s  fo rm s  o f fe u d a l re la tio n s  ex is t, even in  a reas  w here  
c o m m o d ity  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  c a p ita lis t  re la tio n s  have developed. 
S om etim es the  wages are pa id  in  cash  and  in  q u ite  a n u m b e r o f 
p laces a nd  q u ite  a  n u m b e r o f tim e s  - e spec ia lly  in  th e  re ap ing  
season - th e y  are  p a id  in  k in d ; som etim es  p a r t ly  in  cash  a n d  p a r t ly  
in  k in d . "C a p ita lism  p e n e tra te s  in to  a g ric u ltu re  p a r t ic u la r ly  s lo w ly  
a n d  in ex trem e ly  v a r ie d fo rm s "  (Len in ), w ith  the  re s u lt  th a t  va r io u s  
fo rm s  o f c a p ita lis t  re la tio n s  a long  w ith  feuda l e x p lo ita t io n  co ­
m in g le  to m ake  an  excessive b u rd e n  on the  ru ra l poor.

The fe u d a l re la tio n s  in  o u r  c o u n try s id e  are p re va le n t a lm o s t 
every-w here . T hey  have preserved a lm o s t a ll th e ir  m ed ieva l 
su p re m a cy  o f the  la n d lo rd s  over th e  peasantry ' in  the  v illages. In  
the  fo llow ing  pages, a few ins tances  o f feuda l m e thods  o f e xp lo ita tio n  
w il l  be g iven  as exam p les  o f the  p re v a ilin g  and g ro w in g  te ns ions  
in  the v illages. T here  is ye t p re va le n t in  the  o ve rw h e lm in g  p a rts  o f 
th e  coun try ', a sy'stem  k n o w n  as ’d e b t bondage1 o r 'de b t s lavery'1. 
A  co rre s p o n d e n t w r it in g  in  Economic Times on J u n e  1, 1970, on the 
s ta te  o f the  H a r ija n s  in  My'sore describes  th e  sy'stem as fo llow s :

There is then the 'Jee lha ' sys tem  - the p e rn ic ious  
p ra c tice  o f  a sys te m  o f  b o nded  la b o u r - som eth ing  a k in  
to s la v e n j p ra c tice d  by  the  e a rly  A m erican  se ttle rs . I t  is 
s a id  to be p rac ticed  in p a r ts  o f  N a ssa u  d is tr ic t a n d  a lso  
in sou th  K a n a ra , n o rth  K ana ra . C h ila n a g a lu r a n d  
S h im ogo d is tr ic ts .  The E la y a  P e rum a l C om m ittee  
describes the sys tem  th u s  : 'acco rd ing  to the Je e lh a  
system , the  a g r ic u ltu ra l labou re rs  are  a d va n ce d  p e tty  
sum s o f  m oney in  tim e  o f  th e ir  need. They a re  b o u n d  in 
such a  w a y  th a t they a re  no t ab le  to repay  the  d e b t out 
o f  th e ir  m eagre w ages  because u n d e r the  te rm s o f  the  
bond  th e y  g o t fo o d , c lo th  a n d  s m a ll s a la n j on ly . The  
re s u lt is  th a t they  a re  no t o n ly  u nab le  to repay  the  loan  
b u t a lso  have  to a d d  to it. C onsequen tly  th e ir  deb t 
increases. Even th e ir  c h ild re n  a re  ob liged  to take  upon  
them selves, the rep a ym e n t a n d  become in vo lve d  in  it.

T h u s  the lo rd s  o f the  la n d  have even re ta in e d  the  j  u r is d ic t io n  
ove r th e ir  'laboure rs '. T hey  have preserved a lm o s t a ll th e ir  
m ed ieva l p rac tices , in c lu d in g  v a r io u s  fo rm s  o f free la b o u r. I t  is
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t ru e  fe u d a lis m  is  f lo u r is h in g  m o re  in  som e lo c a lit ie s  th a n  in  
o th e rs , b u t  the  fa c t is  th a t  now here  h a s  i t  been e n tire ly  des troyed .

F o r exam p le , the  sys tem  o f a tta c h e d  la b o u re rs  is p re va le n t 
a ll ove r th e  c o u n try .  W r it in g  a b o u t B u rd w a n  d is t r ic t  F ra n c in e  
F ra n k e l re p o rts  th a t  "p e rm a n e n t re la tio n s  be tw een  la n d  ow ners  
a nd  la b o u r  s t i l l  p e rs is t; th e y  are  p a r t ic u la r ly  c o m m o n  in  p a rts  o f 
th e  d is t r ic t  d o m in a te d  by  la rg e r h o ld in g s . In  fa c t, w ith  the 
in tro d u c t io n  o f  in te n s iv e  c ro p p in g , th e  necess ity  o f h a v in g  assured  
la b o u r  a t peak c u lt iv a t io n  pe riod , a c tu a lly  te n d e d  to  s tre n g th e n  
th e  sys te m  o f p e rm a n e n t la n d -o w n e r s tro ke  la b o u re r  re la tio n s ."  
(Mainstream ; D ece m b e r 13, 1969).

T h is  sys tem  is  based on  loca l t ra d it io n s  and  c u s to m s . They 
are  "em p loyed  a c c o rd in g  to a tra d it io n a l a r ra n g e m e n t by w h ic h  
a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  fa m ilie s  are p e rm a n e n tly  a tta c h e d  to  the
fa m ily  o f a la n d -o w n e r, u s u a lly  fro m  one g e n e ra tio n  to  th e  n e x t .....
. Those in te rv ie w e d  re p o rte d  cash p a y m e n ts  ra n g in g  fro m  Rs. 110 
to  Rs. 150 a n n u a lly  a n d  va ry in g  a m o u n ts  o f paddy, a ve rag ing  six 
to  seven m a u n d s  a y e a r. In a d d it io n , th e y  o rd in a r i ly  receive tw o o r 
th re e  m e a ls  a day  a nd  d u r in g  the  ye a r th ree  o r fo u r  d h o tie s , one 
w oo len  w ra p p e r, o il, b id i, a nd  p a d d y  s tra w  fo r  th a tc h in g  th e ir  
h o u se s ." (Ibid, Page 22).

T h u s  the  a tta c h e d  la b o u re rs  are  c h a ra c te r is e d  by  debt 
bondage , caste  re s tra in ts , t ie - in  a llo tm e n ts  o f la n d , in d ic a t in g  
p reva lance  o f p re c a p ita lis t  fe a tu re s  o f e m p lo y m e n t o H a b o u r .  
A tta c h e d  la b o u re rs  are  tied  dow n  b y  loans, re p a y m e n t o f w h ic h  
w ere p ra c t ic a lly  im p o ss ib le .

M oreover, in  m a n y  cases the  e m p lo ye rs  g ive th e  a tta ch e d  
la b o u re rs  h o u se -s ite s  a nd  la n d  so m e tim e s  on  a s h a re -c ro p p in g  
bas is . In  S o u th  In d ia  la rge  n u m b e rs  o f fa rm  s e rv a n ts  k n o w n  as 
p a d iy a la , p a n n a iy a la , pu layas, p a le ru , je e ta , e tc .,  w o rk  yea r 
a fte r  ye a r, i f  n o t g e n e ra tio n  a fte r  g e n e ra tio n  fo r th e  sam e la n d - 
o w n e r fa m ilie s .

S u ch  a m e d ie va l sys tem  o f b o n d  slaves, a c c o rd in g  to  the 
S econd  A g r ic u ltu ra l L a b o u r E n q u iry  R eport, is  on  th e  increase. 
T he  pe rcen tage  o f a tta ch e d  la b o u re rs  am o n g  a ll a g r ic u ltu ra l 
la b o u re rs  in c reased  fro m  9 .7  p e rc e n t in  1950-51  to  2 6 .6 3  p e rc e n t 
in  1956 -57 . T h e re  is no  d o u b t th a t  co n s id erab le  s e c tio n  o f  th e  
a g r ic u ltu ra l lab o u rers  in  In d ia  are  v ic t im s  o f p re -c a p ita lis t  
e x p lo ita t io n ; s e m i- fe u d a l fe a tu re  o f wage p a y m e n t in  k in d  is
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p re v a le n t in  v a s t areas o f o u r  c o u n try s id e . I t  w as revea led b y  the  
Second A g r ic u ltu re  L a b o u r E n q u iry  R epo rt th a t th e  e m p lo ym e n t 
s itu a t io n  as w e ll as th e  te rm s  a n d  c o n d it io n s  o f  e m p lo y m e n t have 
m a rk e d ly  w orsened  over tim e .

A p a rt fro m  low  wages a n d  in h u m a n  liv in g  c o n d itio n s , the  
a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  are  v ic t im s  o f u n e m p lo y m e n t a n d  u n d e r ­
e m p lo ym e n t. Even a cco rd in g  to  th e  no te  s u b m itte d  by  the  C e n tra l 
S ta tis t ic a l O rg a n is a tio n  to  th e  A ll- In d ia  S e m in a r on  A g r ic u ltu ra l 
L a b o u r in  1965, they  are em p loyed  o n ly  2 0 0  days  a year.

The a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  are  n o t p a rt a nd  parce l o f the  
v illage . T hey  are forced to  live  o u ts id e  th e  m a in  M ila g e ,in  separa te  
c h e tto s , u n d e r h o rr ib le  c o n d it io n s , w ith o u t  any  co m m o n  fa c ilit ie s  
su ch  as w e lls  fo r  d r in k in g  w a te r, roads, s tre e t lanes, etc. T hey  are 
m o s tly  illite ra te .

W hen su ch  are the  c o n d it io n s , an d  they  are b e co m in g  w orse 
w ith  feuda l a p p ro p r ia tio n  a nd  e x p lo ita t io n  ta k in g  open fo rm s  o f 
v io lence  a g a in s t a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  (m any  m ore  in s ta n c e s  w ill be 
g iven  la te r in  th is  ch ap te r), i t  is  d is g u s t in g  to  no te  th a t  the  Soviet 
re v is io n is ts  are sh o w e rin g  p ra ise  on the  C ongress g o ve rn m e n t fo r 
h a v in g  im p le m e n te d  'p a rt ia l b o u rg e o is  a g ra r ia n  re fo rm '. In  an 
a r t ic le  p u b lis h e d  in  Izvestia, S e p te m b e r 4, 1970, th e y  w r ite  : "The 
b o u rgeo is  a g ra r ia n  re fo rm s  c a rr ie d  o u t in  In d ia  fo r  a ll th e ir  
in c o n s is te n c y  - th e y  do n o t so lve th e  a g ra r ia n  p ro b le m  in  fa vo u r 
o f Lhe peasantry ' and  do n o t e lim in a te  the  a rch a ic  p ro d u c tio n  
re la tio n s  in  Lhe c o u n try s id e  - have, neverthe less, d e a lt a b lo w  a t 
fe u d a l la n d lo rd s , the  p rin ce s  a n d  z a m in d a rs ". In  th e ir  service to 
Lhe In d ia n  bourgeo is ie , the  S ov ie t re v is io n is ts  seem to  be m ore 
loya l th a n  the  k in g  h im se lf.

Even the  Economic Times,J u n e  1, 1970, c a lls  th is  sys tem  no 
b e tte r  th a n  'age-o ld se rfdom '. As R a n jit  D as G u p ta  has  w r it te n , 
"The  in te r tw in in g  o f the  p re -c a p ita lis t  m e th o d s  o f e x p lo ita t io n  and 
th e  c a p ita lis t  m e th o d  has  su b je c te d  th e  u n d e rp r iv ile g e d  g ro u p s  o f 
r u ra l In d ia  to  abso lu te  and  re la tive  im p o v e ris h m e n t".

In  a d d it io n  to th is , th e y  are  s o c ia lly  oppressed in  o u r  caste- 
r id d e n  society. The o ve rw h e lm in g  m a jo r ity o f a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs  
be long  to u n to u c h a b le  o r  b a c k w a rd  castes. S oc ia l o s tra c is m  o f 
those  castes is  w orse th a n  th e  w h ite s  a tt itu d e  to  Negroes in  
A m erica . They are o b s tru c te d  fro m  u s in g  the  w e lls , ta n k s , tem p les , 
a n d  o th e r p u b lic  places.
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T he  reason fo r  th is  is  th a t, d u r in g  th e  B r it is h  pe riod , the re  
w a s  no  fu n d a m e n ta l change in  th e  c h a ra c te r o f th e  In d ia n  
econom y w h ic h  re m a in e d  e s s e n tia lly  s e m i-fe u d a l a n d  s e m i­
c o lo n ia l in  c h a ra c te r.

E ven  a fte r the  tra n s fe r  o f p o w e r fro m  Lhe B r it is h  to  the  
1 n d ia n  c o m p ra d o r c lass , no  fu n d a m e n ta l changes in  the  econom ic, 
so c ia l a nd  a d m in is tra t iv e  spheres  has been ach ieved. E ven  to  th is  
day , th e  c h a ra c te r o f  th e  In d ia n  e conom y has  re m a in e d  e s s e n tia lly  
s e m i-fe u d a l and  s e m i-co lo n ia l. F o rm s  in  som e respects  have 
changed , b u t fu n d a m e n ta lly  caste  h a s  rem a ined  the  sam e. The 
sys te m  o f P a n ch a ya t R a j, the  g ro w th  o f green re v o lu tio n , the  
g ro w th  o f c o m m o d ity  p ro d u c tio n  in  the  c o u n try s id e , have o n ly  
he lped  the  ru lin g  b ig  la n d lo rd  a nd  the  b ig  b u s in e ss  c la s s ’ to  
inc re a se  th e ir  d o m in a tio n  th ro u g h  the  re v iv a lis t and  o b s c u ra n tis t  
so c ia l ideo logy based on castes.

T he  p r im a ry  c o n d it io n  fo r l i f t in g  a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rk e rs  fro m  
th is  h o rr ib le  s ta te  in  w h ic h  th e y  have been forced to e x is t is  the 
e l im in a t io n  a nd  exi e rm in a t io n  o f la n d lo rd is m .F u n d a m e n ta l 
chan g e s  in  the  a g ra r ia n  s tru c tu re  a nd  soc ia l re la tio n s  in  the  ru ra l 
a reas  ca n  be ach ieved  o n ly  th ro u g h  an  a g ra r ia n  re v o lu tio n .

U ntouchability

T he  p ro b le m  o f u n to u c h a b ility  is  in te r-re la te d  w ith  The 

p ro b le m  o f  ru ra l la n d  re la tio n s . The e x te n t and  m a g n itu d e  o f the  
p ro b le m  o f u n to u c h a b ility  is the re fle c tio n  m a in ly  o f the  econom ic  
lo t o f  th e  sch edu led  castes, a nd  a re fle c tio n  o f an  econom ic  socie ty 
w ith  fe u d a l soc ia l a nd  econom ic  re la tio n s  w h ic h  are  s t i l l  s tro n g . 
T he  econom ic  re la t io n s  in  the  c o u n try s id e  are  such  th a t  th e y  are 
e n t ire ly  dependen t on  the  h ig h  caste  la n d lo rd s .

D ue  to  Lhe " in c re a s in g  pow er o f w h a t is  ca lled  in  In d ia  th e  ru ra l 
e lite ', "the  caste sys te m  is  p ro b a b ly  s tro n g e r today th a n  it  w as a t 
th e  tim e  w h e n  In d ia  becam e in d e p e n d e n t. C aste is  so deep ly  
e n tre n c h e d  in  In d ia 's  tra d it io n s  th a t  i t  c a n n o t be e ra d ica te d  
excep t b y  d ra s tic  su rg e ry ."  ("Asian Drama", Page 279)

T he  p ro b le m  o f u n to u c h a b ility  can  be so lved o n ly  b y  a 
h u n d re d  per ce n t d e m o c ra tic  re v o lu tio n  capab le  o f s m a s h in g  to 
s m ith e re e n s  the fe u d a l la n d lo rd  ho ld  in  the  ru ra l areas, u n d e r  the  
im p a c t o f m ass u p r is in g s , by to ta l e lim in a t io n  o f la n d lo rd is m
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Tension has been growing be tween landlords and agricultural
la b o u re rs  in  v a r io u s  pocke ts  in  o u r  c o u n try . W r it in g  in  Lhe 
Economic Times (J u ly  9. 1970) a b o u t th e  te n s io n s  in  T h a n ja v u r , in  
re la tio n  to the  in te n s ive  a g r ic u ltu ra l d is t r ic t  p rog ram m e, the 
p ape r's  spec ia l c o rre s p o n d e n t no ted  th a t  "the  d is tu rb in g  aspect is 
th e  ru n n in g  feud  be tw een Lhe la n d lo rd  c lass  an d  th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
la b o u r  in  h a lf  a dozen ta lu k s  c o n s t itu t in g  th e  eas te rn  w in g  o f the  
d is tr ic t"  c u lm in a t in g  in  a "g h a s tly  in c id e n t in  w h ic h  42  persons, 
m o s tly  w om en a n d  c h ild re n , w ere  b u r n t  a live". S trugg le  fo r fa ir  
wages u n leashes  Lhe fu ry  in  u n - im a g in a b le  m a g n itu d e , am o n g  the 

la n d lo rd s  on  Lhe d o w n tro d d e n  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r.

Scheduled C astes and Tribes in India

M ore th a n  o n e -f if th  o f lhe  In d ia 's  p o p u la tio n  be longs  to  the 

ca tego ry  'schedu led  castes and sch e d u le d  tr ib e s '. B y  the  1961 
census , sch edu led  castes and schedu led  tr ib e s  fo rm ed  14.6 per 
c e n t (6 .44 crores) a nd  6 .8  p e rc e n t (2 .9  crores) o f the  c o u n try 's  to ta l 
p o p u la tio n . Every' seventh  person in  In d ia , on  an  average, be longs 
to  schedu led  caste  category', w h ile  every' fifte e n th  person  in  the 

co u n try ' be longs to the t r ib a l g ro u p .

The percentage o f schedu led  castes a nd  sch edu led  tr ib e s  to 

the  to ta l p o p u la tio n , s ta tew ise , as pe r th e  1961 census, is  as g iven 

in  the  fo llo w in g  tab le  :

TA B LE  : 14 .6

Name of the State Scheduled
Castes

Scheduled
Tribes

Total

Andhra 13.82 3.68 17.50

Assam 6.17 17.29 23.56

Bihar 14.00 9.05 23.05

Gujarat 6.63 13.35 19.98

Jammu & Kashmir 7.98 - 7.98

Kerala 8.49 1.26 9.75

M. P. 13.14 20.63 33.77

Madras 18.01 0.75 18.76
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Maharashtra 5.63 6.06 11.69

Mysore 13.22 0.81 14.03

Orissa 15.75 24.07 39.82

Punjab 20.38 0.07 20.45

Rajasthan 16.67 11.67 28.34

U. P. 20.88 - 20.88

West Bengal 19.73 5.88 25.61

INDIA 14.67 6.87 21.54

A s ta tew ise  a n a lj's is  o f the  d is t r ib u t io n  o f schedu led  castes 
a nd  s c iie d u le d  tr ib e s  show s th a t 25  pe r c e n t o f th e  to ta l schedu led  
caste  p o p u la tio n  is  c o n c e n tra te d  in  U t ta r  P radesh and o n e -te n th , 
each, in  B ih a r  and  W est B enga l. H a lf  the  t r ib a l p o p u la tio n  in  the  
c o u n try  res ides in  the  th re e  s ta tes  o fM a d h y a  P radesh, O rissa , and 
W est B enga l. N ea rly  9 0  p e rc e n t o f th e  sch e d u le d  caste p o p u la tio n  
a n d  m ore  th a n  97  p e rc e n t o f the  t r ib a l p o p u la tio n  in  th e  coun try ' 
is  re s id in g  in  the  ru ra l areas. They fo rm  15.97 p e rc e n t and 8 .1 6  
p e r cen t, respective ly , o f th e  ru ra l p o p u la tio n .

L ite ra c y  a m o n g  th e  sch e d u le d  caste  a n d  schedu led  tr ib e  
p o p u la t io n  is  ve ry  poo r in  In d ia  co m p a re d  to  th e  gene ra l lite ra c y  
ra te . T he  1961 c e n su s  show s  th a t o n ly  10 pe r cen t o f th e m  are 
lite ra te s  as a g a in s t 24 per ce n t fo r th e  g e ne ra l In d ia n  p o p u la tio n . 
A m o n g  the  lite ra te s , th e  m a jo r ity  c o n s t itu te  those  w h o  a re  " lite ra te  
w ith o u t educa tion  level".

T he  o v e rw h e lm in g  m a jo r ity  o f th e  sch e d u le d  castes and  
sch e d u le d  tr ib e  people  are in  th e  ru ra l a reas, a n d  m os t o f th e m  are 
engaged in  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r. A s su c h , the  e m a n c ip a tio n  o f these 
people  c a n n o t be ach ieved se p a ra te ly  a n d  in  is o la tio n  fro m  the  
g e ne ra l p ro b le m  o f ru ra l pove rty . T h is  c a n n o t be ach ieved w ith o u t 
re v o lu tio n a ry ' re d is t r ib u t io n  o f la n d  a n d  fo rc ib le  a n d  v io le n t 
o v e rth ro w  o f la n d lo rd is m . In  s h o rt, th e  p ro b le m  o f schedu led  
ca s tes  a n d  sch e d u le d  tr ib e s  ca n  be so lved  o n ly  th ro u g h  a 
re v o lu t io n a ry  change  in  the  so c io -e co n o m ic  s t ru c tu re  o f the  
c o u n try  as a w hole .

The S tate  of Harijans
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Economic Times p ro d u ce d  a  series o f a rtic le s  on  th e  s ta te  o f 

th e  H c jrijans  in  1970. A  few  e x tra c ts  revea l th e  fa c t th a t  th e y  - the  
low est s tra tu m  in  soc ie ty  b o th  e co n o m ica lly  and  s o c ia lly  - are 
be ing  trea ted  w o rse  th a n  se rfs  o f m ed ieva l society.

IN PUNJAB : T hey  have to  live  in  B a s tis  a w a y  fro m  the  

so c ia lly  b e tte r-p la c e d  c o m m u n ity . T h e y  are n o t p e rm itte d  to  d ra w  
w a te r fro m  w e lls  o f  the  people o f 'h ig h  castes'. A lth o u g h  the re  are 
h a n d -p u m p s  in  th e  v illage , the  H a r ija n s  are n o t a llow ed  to  to u c h  
th e m  in  D eh ra  v illa g e  in  D e ra B a s ia  s u b -d iv is io n . L a s t yea r, a so c io  
econom ic s u rve y  w as c a rr ie d  o u t, by  the  p la n n in g  fo ru m  o f the  
loca l M a h e n d ra  college, a t v illage  D a u n  K a lan , a m o d e l v illa g e  in  
the  v ic in ity  o f P a tia la . I t  w as fo u n d  th a t th o u g h  th e  v illage  w as 
eco n o m ica lly  w e ll advanced, h a v in g  a h igh  schoo l, a p o s t office, an  
in d u s tr ia l t ra in in g  cen tre , a p rim a ry ' h e a lth  cen tre , a n d  o th e r 
am e n itie s , y e t i t  w as s o c ia lly  b a c k w a rd , so m u c h  so th a t  the  
H a r ija n s  were no t p e rm itte d  to  d ra w  w a te r fro m  the  w e lls  o f  the  
lo ca litie s . In  th e  v illage  h ig h  schoo l, th e re  w as n o t a s in g le  s tu d e n t 
b e long ing  to  th e  sch e d u le d  cas tes  th o u g h  the re  w as  n o  b a r  on  
a d m iss io n . T he  o ve ra ll r ise  in  p rice s  has  forced the  la n d le s s  la b o u r 
to  dem and a b e tte r  wage and , w h e re ve r th e y  d id  so, th e y  face 
res is tance  fro m  the  la n d -o w n in g  c lass. T ro u b le  arose a b o u t th ree  
m o n th s  ago w h e n  the  fo u n d a tio n  s tone  o f a v illage  sch o o l w as la id  
by  a M in is te r  a n d  the  G ra m  P anchaya t d ona ted  la n d  fo r  a 
p la yg ro u n d  o f the  schoo l. In c id e n ta lly , the  p la y g ro u n d  in c lu d e  a 
p a r t  o f such  la n d  w h ic h  w as w ith in  ' la l- la k ir ' ( re s id e n tia l u n its  o f 
the  v illage) and  w as  n o t 's h a m la t' la n d  w ith in  the  m e a n in g  o f 
P u n ja b  v illa g e  c o m m o n  la n d s  A c t. W h ile  d o n a tin g  th e  la n d  the  
p a n ch a ya t ign o re d  the  h a rd  fa c t th a t the  H a r ija n  fa m ilie s  w o u ld  
be p u t to g rea t d if f ic u lty  in  case no  passage w as p ro v id e d  in  fro n t 
o f th e ir  hom es. A  b a rb e d  w ire  w as ra ised  a ro u n d  th e ir  houses, by 
F e b ru a ry  20, 1970. O n M a rch  22 , a s tu d y  team  o f th e  P u n ja b  
P radesh C ongress (R) led b y  its  p re s id e n t M r. Z a il S in g h  v is ite d  the  
v illage  and  fo u n d  e n try  to  tw o  houses co m p le te ly  b locked . "Such  
in c id e n ts  have m u lt ip lie d  d u rin g  re c e n t days th ro u g h o u t th e  
s ta te , because th e  p o lice  m o s tly  ac ted  as a s ile n t sp ec ta to r."

The p rob lem  o f  u n to u c h a b ility  is b a s ic a lly  the  
p rob lem  o f  so c ia l a n d  econom ic in e q u a lity . H a r ija n s  a re  
co n s ide red  a  necessary  cog in  the  age-o ld  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
p ro d u c tio n  sys te m  m ean t to p ro v id e  cheap la b o u r to the  
la n d -o w n in g  c lasses.
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The o ld  soc ia l o rd e r is re s is tin g  the  n e w  tre n d s  as  
a resu lt o f  w h ic h  a huge m a jo r ity  o f  H a r ija n s  are  
condem ned.

Even a fte r  tw o  decades o f  Independence, the  
socia l, econom ic con d itio n s  o f  sch edu led  castes in  
P un jab  have  not reg is te red  a n y  m a rke d  im provem ent 
accord ing  to an  o ffic ia l su rve y  recen tly  conducted  in  the  
sta te .

A n u m b e r o f  insicutces have  been g iven  in the  
report w h e re  o th e r c lasses used th e ir  eco n o m ic  
pow er as one o f th e  weapons a g a in s t those depressed  
classes in the  v illages, p a r t ic u la r ly  in s itu a tio n s  w hen  
the schedu led  castes m ake  a tte m p ts  to exercise  the ir 

righ ts . It has  taken  the  shape  o f  th e ir  ev ic tion  from  land, 
d isco n tin u a n ce  o f  th e ir  em ploym ent, a n d  s toppage  o j 
th e ir  rem une ra tion  as  v illage  se rvan ts .

The repo rt p o in te d  o u t th a t the  per c a p ita  incom e o f the  
schedu led  castes p o p u la tio n  in  the  ru ra l area  o f the  s ta te  w as Rs. 
194 as a g a in s t Rs. 4S3 fo r the genera l p o p u la tio n  fo r the  yea r 
1963-64 (Economic Times, J u n e  29 , 1970).

IN MADHYA PRADESH : (1) A H a r ija n  la b o u re r was 

p reven ted  fro m  w o rk in g  at the  c o n s tru c t io n  s ite  o f a 
tem p le .

(2) In  one case, in  a tem p le  c o n s tru c te d  by  H a rija n s  
them selves, they were prevented from  o ffe rin g  w o rsh ip .

(3) In M a n d a z u r. one C h a m a r b rid e g ro o m  w as m ade to 
get d ow n  from  Lhe horse  on w h ic h  he w as r id in g , 
becasue it w as the  p riv ilege  o f the  caste  H in d u s .

(4) U n to u c h a b ility  is also p racticed  inse lected  in s titu tio n s . 
R eports  are o ften  received th a t, in  the P anchaya t 
m ee tings , e lected H a r ija n  m em bers  are m ade to  s q u a t 
on th e  llo o r, o u ts id e  the  m a in  doo r o f the  m ee ting  h a ll, 
w h ile  cas te  H in d u  m em bers  occupy  ch a irs .

"V a r io u s  re a s o n s  are  b e in g  lis te d  fo r  Lhe in e ffe c tiv e  
en fo rce m e n t o f th e  u n to u c h a b ility  law ". One o f the  m a in  reasons 
is  "the  in d ifle re n c e  oi the  po lice  to w a rd s  su ch  c o m p la in ts . S uch  
o ffences are g e n e ra lly  c o m m itte d  b y  people o f h igh  caste , w ho  a lso

Agricultural Labour 457

happen  to be in f lu e n tia l pe rsons o f th e  area. In  a d d it io n  to th is , 
feuda l la n d lo rd s  fu rn ish e d  a la rge percentage o f h ig h  gove rnm en t 

o ffic ia ls ."

"Land  to the land less  H a r ija n s  is a  p e rp e tu a l d e m a n d  in  the  
sta te . A lle g a tio n s  o f  d isc rim in a tio n , p a r t ia lity , fa vo u ra tism , and  
w a te rin g  d o w n  o f  the p rov is ion  o f  the schem e o f  la n d  re form s are  
often leve lled  by  the rep resen ta tives  o f  the  b a c k w a rd  com m unities. 
In  fact, th e  s itu a tio n  has becom e so exp losive th a t  unless the  
g o vern m en t evolves a fo o l-p ro o f procedure, i t  m ig h t explode  
an y day." (Economic Times, May 24, 1970).

IN MYSORE : R ecently , a p a rty  o f press m en. w ho  were 

taken  to a v illa g e  in  K o la r d is t r ic t  b y  som e H a r ija n  leaders, were 
shocked to fin d  th a t H a rija n s  are s t i l l  p reven ted  fro m  d ra w in g  
w a te r from  co m m on  w e lls  and are lite ra lly  os trac ised  b y  the  h ig h e r 

castes.

As a re s u lt  o f age-old se rfdom , th e  H a r ija n s  have a lm o s t lo s t 
th e ir  fa c u lty  o f reac ting  to in ju s tic e . T h u s , the in e q u itie s  have 
been s o lid ifie d  by  the r ig id  socia l s tra t if ic a t io n , o f w h ic h  the caste 
is the  m os t s ig n if ic a n t m a n ife s ta tio n . P o litic a l d e ce n tra lis a tio n , o r 
p a n ch a ya t ra j, has s treng then ed  th e ir  p o s itio n  fu r th e r  t i l l  by 
o ffe ring  them  m ore  o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r p o lit ic a l office a nd  pa tronage. 
M. M. S rin ivas , has described  Lhe in h e re n t c o n flic t  o f  in t e rests  as 

fo llow s :

"The ru ra l elite has em erged as a c lass  ke en ly  co n sc io u s  o f 
the  p o lit ic a l and  econom ic o p p o r tu n it ies ly in g  before it. lt  does no t 
have any in h ib it io n s  a b o u t e x p lo it in g  these o p p o r tu n it ie s  to its
ow n a d v a n ta g e ..... A  bas ic  c o n tra d ic t io n  needs to  be m e n tioned
here. In  im p le m e n tin g  p rog ram m es fo r th e  be n e fit o f ru ra l areas, 
g o ve rnm en t o ffic ia ls  tend  to be g u id e d  by  the ru ra l leaders  w ho 
are pa rt o f th e  ru ra l e lite . B u t i t  is  fo rg o tte n  th a t the re  is a 
fu n d a m e n ta l c o n flic t betw een the in te re s ts  o f the  ru ra l e lite  and 
the ru ra l poor. The ru ra l e lite  are. as a g ro u p . aggressive, acqu is itive , 
and no t b u rd e n e d  b y  fee lings o f g u i l t  to w a rd s  the  people they  
exp lo it. H ie ra rc h y  and  e x p lo ita tio n  are so deep-seated in  ru ra l 
In d ia  th a t th e y  are accepted w ith o u t  q u e s tio n in g . N e ith e r the 
u rb a n  p o lit ic ia n  nor the  a d m in is tra to r  ca n  do w ith o u t  the ru ra l 
e lite  and the  la t te r  kn o w  it."  (Yojana, O c to b e r 1, 1961).

T h u s  dem ocracy its e lf p lays in to  Lhe hands  o f p e tty  p lu tocracy .
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In  su ch  c irc u m s ta n c e s , i t  is  no w o n d e r th a t  c o n tra d ic t io n s  
a re  g ro w in g  in  th e  r u ra l a reas  go in g  to  the  e x te n t o f v io le n t c lashes. 
W h e re ve r an d  w h e n e ve r th e  H a r ija n s  a nd  o th e r  b a c k w a rd  caste 
ru ra l p o o r a sse rt th e ir  so c ia l r ig h ts , o r  f ig h t fo r  b e tte r  wages, the 
s o c ia lly  s u p e r io r  h ig h  caste  la n d lo rd s  m ake  use o f th is  d iv is io n  o f 
cas te  to  th ro t t le  th is  le g it im a te  a sse rtio n  o f  th e ir  r ig h ts  by a ll 
v io le n t m eans. T h e re  are in n u m e ra b le  in s ta n c e s  o f these  people 
bea ten  a n d  even k il le d  a p p e a rin g  in  the  Press. T h e re  is no  h id e o u s  
c r im e  th a t  is  no t p e rp e tra te d  a g a in s t u n to u c h a b le s  and  b a c k w a rd  
c lasses.

V iolen ce Stalks th e  Rural Scene

W ith  the  g ro w th  o f the  pow er o f the  ru ra l e lite , the re  is 

g ro w in g  v io lence  in  th e  c o u n try s id e . In re ce n t yea rs , u n h e a rd  o f 
a tro c it ie s  c o m m itte d  a g a in s t the  poo r in  the  ru ra l area, espec ia lly  
on  th e  low -cas te  sec tion , have been g ro w in g  in  n u m b e r. Socia l, 
e conom ic  a nd  p o lit ic a l c o n tra d ic t io n s  are d eve lop ing  in to  d ire c t 
c o n fro n ta tio n s , w ith  la n d lo rd s  ta k in g  law  in to  th e ir  ow n h a n d s  
w ith  a fe ro c ity  u n h e a rd  o f a t a n y  tim e  in  the  pas t. The Ku K lu x  K lan  
is b e in g  o u td o n e . N azi a tro c it ie s  in  G e rm a n y  on  Jew s are be in g  re ­

enacted  in  In d ia 's  c o u n try s id e  by  the a ll-p o w e rfu l fe u d a l la n d lo rd s . 
It  is  m y  o p in io n  th a t  a rm e d  la n d lo rd s  have c rea ted  an d  are 
c re a tin g  a s itu a t io n , w h e re in  the re  seem s to  be no w ay  ou t except 
a im e d  c o n lro n ta t io n  in  defence o f th e ir  le g it im a te  r ig h ts  by the 
ru ra l poor.

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  U n io n  Hom e M in is try 's  in fo rm a tio n , 93 
H a r ija n s  were done to  dea th  in  d iffe re n t p a rts  o f the  c o u n try  in  
1969. The office  o f th e  sch e d u le d  caste c o m m is s io n e r has  repo rted  
3 55  cases o f h a ra s s m e n t o f  H a rija n s , som e o f th e m  in v o lv in g  rape 
a nd  m u rd e r.

R a re ly  have th e  c u lp r its  been  b ro u g h t to  book. R a re ly  is 
th e  v io la to r  o f th e  la w  p u n ish ed . T h is  c r im in a l in d iffe re n ce  o f 
th e  a u th o r it ie s  is  n o t a cc id e n ta l. These lim b s  o f th e  S ta te  are 
c lose ly  lin k e d  w ith  th e  u p p e r s tra ta  o f the  soc ie ty , w h ic h  is the 
m a in  ru ra l base o f  th e  G o ve rn m e n t. H a r ija n s , as a g r ic u ltu ra l 
w o rk e rs  and  la n d le ss  peasan ts , are the  w o rs t e xp lo ite d  n o t o n ly  
e c o n o m ic a lly  b u t  soc ia lly .

I p ropose to b r in g  to  th e  n o tice  o f the  c o u r t  v a r io u s  in c id e n ts  
th a t  have been re p o rte d  in  th e  'respectab le ' Press, fro m  w h ic h  it
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is  e x p lic it  th a t  i t  is  th e  la n d lo rd s , u n d e r  th e  s u p e rv is io n , b less ing , 
a n d  co n n iva n ce  o f th e  a d m in is tra to rs , w h o  have been respons ib le  
fo r  the  v io lence  in  th e  c o u n try . I w o u ld  lik e  to  a sk  . Is i t  n o t the 
le g it im a te  d u ty  o f the  people to  c o u n te r  v io lence  w ith  v io lence?

Le t u s  f ir s t  lo o k  a t the  fa c ts  - a t th e  m a g n itu d e  o f Lhe issue 
c o n fro n t in g  u s  before  we com e to  a n y  c o n c lu s io n . For. th a t  w o u ld  
give u s  an  idea  o f the  type  o f fe u d a l g a n g s te rism  s ta lk in g  th is  land , 
a n  idea o f th e  v a r io u s  issues in vo lve d  and  a g lim p se  o f va rio u s  

m e th o d s  adop ted  by  the  la n d lo rd s .

Patriot on  D ecem ber 11, 1968, repo rted  th a t  an  a tta c k  o f 
a rm ed  gang on  H a r ija n  c u lt iv a to rs  to o k  place in  D h a rm k o t-Z ira  
sec tion  o f F e ro ze p u r d is t r ic t  in  P u n ja b . In  th is  in c id e n t, h u ts  were 
se t on fire , c ro p s  were des troyed , a nd  the  c u lt iv a to rs  w ere tied  up  
a n d  bea ten . The paper re m a rk s  th a t  it  w o u ld  n o t have been so 
d is q u ie t in g  b u t  fo r th e  fac t th a t i t  is th e  la tes t o f a series  o f such  
o u tra g e s  w h ic h  have n o t been c o n fin e d  to  one oi tw o  s ta tes. T he i e 
have been a series o f in c id e n ts  a ll over the  c o u n try  in  w h ic h  
H a rija n s  were m urde red , th e ir  w om en  m olested, and  th e ir  dw e llings 
sm ashed  u p . There  is a s in is te r  p a tte rn  in  the  w a y  H a r ija n s  have 
in  recent m o n th s  been te rro r is e d  and  b u llie d  in  A .P., M .P., U.P., 
R a ja s th a n  and  elsewhere. "S ym p a th e tic  no ises fro m  the  Lop w ill 
n o t end th is  u n te n a b le  s itu a t io n . D ra s tic  a c tio n  to purge  the 
a d m in is tra t io n  o f ca s te -m onge rs  is  th e  o n ly  a lte rn a tiv e  to the 

H a r ija n s  o rg a n is in g  them se lves fo r  s e lf defence."

Now le t u s  take  the  in c id e n ts  m a in ly  in  the  yea rs  1970-71.

National Herald o f M ay 28 . 1970. re p o rts  th a t  54 H a rija n s  
b e lo n g in g  to  13 fa m ilie s  w ere  rende red  hom eless a fte r th e ir  hom es 
w ere set on  fire  a lleged ly  b y  a la rge  g ro u p  o f caste  H in d u s  on  the 
m id n ig h t  o f M ay 20, in  M a sa n ia  v ilage  in  D h e n k a n a l d is tr ic t  ol 

O rissa .

Statesman, A ugusL7 , 1970, re p o rte d  th a t  in T a m d e i v illage  o f 
S a m b a lp u r fo u r  b ro th e rs  b e lo n g in g  to  a G onda  (H a rija n , la m ily  
w ere  b u r n t  to  dea th  on J u ly  18, ove r the  q u e s tio n  o f l is h in g  r ig h ts .

Indian Express, in  an  e d ito r ia l on  A u g u s t 6, 1970, w r ite s  as 
fo llo w s : " In  recen t m o n th s , the re  have been severa l o th e r ins tances  
o f a tro c it ie s  c o m m itte d  a g a in s tH a r ija n s  p r im a r i ly  because o f th e ir 

b e in g  H a r ija n s . F o llo w in g  a p e tty  q u a rre l be tw een  a  caste  H in d u  
a n d  som e H a rija n s , a ll h u t s in  the  H a r ija n s  q u a r te r  o f a n  O rissa  
v illa g e  w ere  se t on fire  in  M ay. A  sh o cke d  R a jya  S abha  w a s  re ce n tly  ■
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to ld  b y  an  M.P. fro m  M a h a ra s h tra  how  a y o u n g  H a rija n  w om an  
w as b u r n t  to  d e a th  in  h e r s ta te  n e a rly  tw o  m o n th s  ago. Reports 

a b o u t H a r ija n s  be ing  to r tu re d  fo r d ra w in g  w a te r from  c e rta in  w ells  
o r  lo r  e n te r in g  tem p les  c o n tin u e  to  com e fro m  m a n y  p a rts  o f the 
c o u n try .

" In  m o s t s ta tes  the  p ro b le m  o f u n to u c h a b ility  is  g e ttin g
m ix e d  up w ith  th e  q u es tio n  o f  lan d  re fo rm s ......  T h is  has
cre a te d  new  te n s io n s  in  ru ra l soc ie ty  d o m in a te d  by th e  uppe r 
cas tes . T he  B h u b a n e s w a r re p o rt a D ou i k i l l in g  o f  some H a r ija n s  in 
a c la sh  over possession o f la n d  in  a v illage  n e a r P u ri is a s ig n ific a n t 
p o in te r. T h e  q u estio n  o f wages o f fa rm  labourers  is a n o th er  

source o f c o n flic t. The w ay th e  H a r ija n s  o f  a v illage  ne a r Patia la  
w ere  harassed by the  local p a n ch a ya t a few  m o n th s  ago over (he 
w age issue w as tim e ly  in c re d ib le . T h e ir  houses were fenced o ff  by 
b a rb e d  w ire  w ith  th e  he lp  o f p u b lic  fu n d s  because they  re fused to 
w o rk  lo r  a d a ily  wage ol Rs. 2 .5 0  w h ic h  w as less th a n  h a lf  (he 
n o m in a l ra te  in  the  case o f n o n -H a r ija n s  in  th e  area.

E ven m ore sh o ck in g  th a n  these  in c id e n ts  is th e  apathy  
o f th e  a u th o r it ie s . The s ta te  g o ve rn m e n ts  a p pea r to  have failed 
s ig n a lly  in  se c u rin g  lo r  the H a rija n s  th e ir  le g itim a te  r ig h ts ".

P a tr io t report s on D ecem ber 20, 1970 . an  in c id e n t in  w h ich  
the  H a r ija n s  were be ing  evic ted  fro m  the  la n d s  w h ic h  they  have 
been c u lt iv a tin g  fo r q u ite  a n u m b e r o f years .

"A cco rd ing  to  B a h a d u r S ingh , s a rp a n c h  o fth e v illa g e G a n n a  
Q in d , in  P h illa v a r te h s il in  J u l lu n d u r  d is tr ic t .  P un jab . 24 H a rija n  
fa m ilie s  w e ie  a llo tte d  a p lo t ol la n d  by the  gove rn m e n t. A fte r  they 
had  developed (h is  la n d  and  in s ta lle d  a tu b e w e ll. one se n io r police 
o ilic e rs  ol L u d h ia n a  d is tr ic t ,  in  c o lla b o ra tio n  w ith  the revenue 
o ll ic e r  ol the area, go t the  a llo tm e n t cance lled . To get possession 
ol th e  la n d  he o rgan ised  a po lice  ra id  on  th e  H a r ija n s  o f th is  village 
in  w h ic h  one w om an  w as s e rio u s ly  w o u n d e d . A  re p o rt was lodged  
an d  no  a c tio n  has been  ta k e n .

"The s to ry  o f H a rija n s  o f T a lw a n d  C a n a l is  th a t  one sen io r 
o ff ic e r  o f co -ope ra tive  soc ie ties  is seek ing  to  ge t H a r ija n s  evicted 
h o rn  the  la n d  in  th is  v illage  th ro u g h  bogus e n tr ie s  in  the  revenue 
re c o rd s  in  ia v o u r  ol h is  re la tives ."

Times of India, M a rch  24 , 1971, re p o rts  th a t  C h o ti K h a tu  a 
fa ir ly  b ig  v illage  w ith  a p o p u la tio n  o f 4 ,0 0 0  w e a rs  a deserted look.
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A b o u t 30  to  40  B a o ri (schedu led  caste) fa m ilie s  lived  in  and  on the 
o u t s k ir ts  o f the  v illage . The 12 houses  ow ned by  the  B ao ris , some 
o f them  pucca, were dem o lished  by  m isc rean ts . F o u r h u ts  in  the 
fie lds  w ere b u rn t .  The p an ic  s tr ic k e n  v illa g e rs  w h o  fled  have le ft 
b e h in d  a ll th e ir  possessions - rags, b ro k e n  ch a p p a ls , la n te rn s , 
cha rpoys , and  f lo u r  g r in d in g  s tones. E ven e a rth e m  po ts  used lo r  
s to r in g  fo odg ra ins  were sm ashed a n d  th e  g ra in s  w ere ca rried  

away.

T lu r ty -y e a r-o ld  P ip li, m o th e r o f five c h ild re n  sa id , "1 and 
th ree  o th e rs  w ere dragged o u t o f o u r  houses on the  even ing or 
M arch  9 and  beaten  up  m erc iless ly . A fte rw a rd s , some people 
b ro u g h t Ja rhvva li, w ho  w as c a rry in g  h e r s ix  yea r o ld  c h ild  in  her 
a rm s. She too  w as be labou red  so, th e  c h ild  d ied in  h e r a im s  .

A n o th e r w om an  also ca lled  P ip li. w as bea ten  up  and k icked  

desp ite  be ing  in  an advanced stage o f p regnancy. She gave 

p re m a tu re  b ir th  the  same day.

Times of India, M a rch  26. 1971. re p o rts  a b o u t a socia l b o yco tt 
o f H a rija n s  o rgan ised  by  the  p re s id e n t o f a v illage  p a n ch a ya t in  
M ysore S tate. How  to ta l the b o yco tt w as can be seen fro m  the  fact 
th a t the v illage  g rocer d id  no t se ll p ro v is io n s  to  H a rija n s . the 
b la c k s m ith  and  the  p o tte r re fused to  have any  dea lings  w ith  them , 

and  even the  p r ie s t b a rre d  th e ir  e n try  in to  the loca l tem ple.

"One p a n ch a ya t in  P un jab  is  sa id  to  have gone so fa r as to 

o rde i H a r ija n  houses to  be 'w a lled  o f f  from  the rest o f the  v illage. 
P a n c h a y a t s are supposed to fos te r dem ocracy at th e  grass roots, 
b u t in  p ra c tice  m a n y  o f th e m  fu n c t io n  like  t in y  o liga rch ies .

Patriot, J u n e  21. 1971, re p o rts  on K u ija  H a rija n s  flee ing 
la n d lo rd  te r ro r .  "A b o u t 15 H a r ija n  fa m ilie s  o f a v illa g e  in  
B u la n d s h a h r d is t r ic t  o f U. P. have fled th e ir  hom es fo llo w in g  a 

re ign o f te r ro r  le t loose by a b ig  la n d lo rd  there.

" I t  w as the  re luc tance  to  do a c e rta in  jo b  b y  a  H a r ija n  lad  o f 
18 years  th a t  m ade the  H a rija n  b a s ti th e  v ic t im  o f la n d lo rd s  anger, 
w ho  th re a te n e d  to sh o o t th e m  and to  escape i t  th e  15 fam ilie s  fled 
th e ir  hom es" and  "are now  in  th e  c a p ita l, to  m ee t and seek 
redressa l fro m  P rim e M in is te r  In d ira  G a n d h i, a n d  are cam p ing  

u n d e r  a b ig  tree  o u ts id e  Teen M u r th i" .

"The la n d lo rd  fe lt o ffended a t the  p ro te s ta tio n  o f 18 -yea r o ld 
S h o h a n la l, w ho , a fte r w o rk in g  th ree  o r fo u r h o u rs  o f househo ld
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ch o re s  a t the  la n d lo rd 's  house  w as re fused  a  b re a k  fo r  tea even 
th o u g h  the  boy w e n t hom e o n ly  a fte r  he co m p le te d  th e  w o rk .

Even so, the  la n d lo rd  fe lt aggrieved. He, a lo n g  w ith  h is  
nephew s, w e n t to  th e  boy 's  hom e a nd  bea t h im . W h e n  h is  m o th e r 
p ro te s te d  she too w as k ic k e d  on  the  b e lly . T he  b o y 's y o u n g  w ife  w as 
tre a te d  in  the  sam e m a n n e r. W hen  the  boy 's  fa th e r  w h o  w as then  
a b s e n t tr ie d  to  ra ise  th e  issue  w ith  the  v illa g e  p a n c h a y a t, i t  re fused 
to  ta ke  cogn isance  o f th e  in c id e n t. A  c o m p la in t lodged w ith  the 
po lice  the  n e x t day  has  had no e ffect. O n the  o th e r  hand  the 
H a r ija n s  were to ld  to  se ttle  th e  d is p u te  w ith  th e  la n d lo rd ."

"W hen n e ith e r the  boy n o r  h is  m o th e r  w e n t to  th e  la n d lo rd 's  
house  to do the  h o u se h o ld  ch o re s  fo r  the  n e x t tw o  days, the  
la n d lo rd  aga in  v is ite d  th e  H a r ija n  b a s ti a n d  th re a te n e d  to shoo t 
th e m  a ll il th e y  d id  n o t re p o rt fo r w o rk  th e  next day.

S tru c k  b y  te rro r , the  H a r ija n s  co llec ted  w h a te ve r they  
co u ld  b o m  th e ir  houses  and  fled in  th e  n ig h t and  reached  D e lh i 
by  t ra in  fro m  K h u r ja ."

'Patriot', J u n e  22 , 1971, m akes  an  e d ito r ia l c o m m e n t on  the  
ru ra l anger. The ru ra l la n d lo rd s  p ra c tis in g  th e ir  p riv ileged  m o ra lity  
have in c re a s in g ly  set regressive  soc ia l s ta n d a rd s  across the  
c o u n try . T h a k u rs , G o u n d e rs  o r R eddys, th e y  a ll use the  H a r ija n  
g le t to s  o u ts id e  the  v illa g e s  fo r  th e  d a ily  c o n s c r ip t io n  o f cheap 
la b o u r, o r  dead o f the  n ig h t fo rra y s  fo r w om en  a nd  w il l  no t concede 
th e m  a n y  c iv ilis e d  r ig h ts  as p a r t o f socie ty.

T he re  have been m a n y  K a n c h ik a c h a rla s  in  A n d h ra  Pradesh 
a fte r  the  f ir s t  tragedy, h u ts  fu l l  o f 're b e llio u s ' H a r ija n  la b o u re rs  
b u rn t  in  K ilv e n m a n i, a nd  m a n y  g ro u p s  o f te rro r is e d  m en. w om en, 
a nd  c h ild re n , have fled  U. P. b o rd e r v illa g e s  to D e lh i and  th e re  
does n o t seem  to  be a n y th in g  m u c h  a n y  one can  or w ill  do 
because  m o s t seem to  accep t th a t  th is  is  a ll p a r t  o f the  In d ia n  
c o n d it io n  - o n ly  som e re g re tfu lly . The U. P. la n d  - o w n e r w ho  

th re a te n e d  to  sh o o t a fa m ily  a n d  d rove th e m  o u t o f  th e ir  v illage  
w as o n ly  fo llo w in g  s ta n d a rd  p ra c tice . The o u tra g e d  G o u n d e rs  o f 
the  C o im b a to re  v illage , h i t  w he re  i t  h u r ts  m o s t b y  the  e lopem en t 
o f one o f th e ir  g ir ls  w ith  a H a r ija n  boy, m a y  be p re p a r in g  fo r  a s m a ll 
w a r  o f th e ir  ow n. F o r b o th , p o lice  h e lp  is assured  s ince force  
id e n t if ie d  i ts e lf  w ith  th e  ru lin g  o r  p o w e rfu l in te re s ts  n o t the
w e a k e r sec tions  .....  T h o u g h  'dadas ' are  e m e rg in g  am ong  the
H a r ija n s  w h o  w il l  se ll th e  c o m m u n ity 's  in te re s ts , i t  looks as
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th o u g h  a ru ra l c o n fro n ta tio n  o f som e m a g n itu d e  is in e v ita b le  
unless th e  po lice  are  d e -lin k e d  fro m  th e  la n d -o w n e rs  a nd  the  

S ta te  a p p a ra tu s  m oves to  p ro te c t the  w e a k e r sec tions .

Blitz, A u g u s t 21 , 1971, re p o rts  h o w  in  K a n a il v illage , in  
G o ra k h p u r, a H a r ija n  boy, S a m u ru , w a s  tie d  to  'K h a m ia ' and 
bea ten  by  an  e x -z a m in d a r w hose fie ld s  he re fu se d  to  p lo u g h  w hen  

th e  z a m in d a r in s is te d  th e  boy s h o u ld  w o rk  free fo r  h im  as h is  

fa m ily  and  fo re -fa th e rs  a lleged ly  owed h im  Rs. 1 ,32 ,000 .

"D e n y in g  the  ex is tence  o f a slave tra d e  a m o n g s t the  tr ib a ls  
o f W ynad  K e ra la 's  M in is te r  fo r H a r ija n  W e lfa re  a d m itte d  th a t 
the re  was a sys te m  u n d e r  w h ic h  the  t r ib a l people were tied  dow n 
by  c o n tra c t fo r a p a r t ic u la r  period  to  in d iv id u a l la n d lo rd s ."

"A  m a rria g e  p a r ty  o f H a rija n s  w as  a lleged ly  bea ten  u p  by 
R a jp u ts  in  B ik a n e r  v illa g e  tem p le , w h ile  in  G a ngana ga r d is tr ic t  a 

H a r ija n  w as beheaded and  th ro w n  in  a w e ll."

Statesman, A u g u s t 22 , 1971, re p o rts  th a t  H a r ija n s  were 
s tu n n e d  b y  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t o f soc ia l b o yco tt, m ade in  D u n e k a  

v illage , tw o  m ile s  fro m  here (Moga) la s t n ig h t.

"The H a r ija n s  w ere  to ld  b y  Lhe b e a t o f d ru m  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  
n o t be a llow ed  to  s tep  on fa rm s  ow ned b y  th e  people in  the  v illage ."

"The so c ia l b o y c o tt re p o rte d ly  fo llo w s  the  H a r ija n s  dem and 

fo r wages in  excess o f the  ra te s  fixed  b y  v illa g e rs  o f th e  area."

Patriot, S e p te m b e r 2, 1971, re p o rts  th e  e jec tm en t o f H a rija n  
c u lt iv a to rs  o f c o m m o n  la n d  in  the  v illa g e  K h e ri G ane ran , 12 m iles 
fro m  P a tia la , w h ic h  has  w h ip p e d  u p  te n s io n  in  th e  v illage .

"The to ta l a rea o f the v illage  co m m o n  la n d  is 3 8 0  b ighas  o f 
w h ic h  107 b ig h a s  had  been leased o u t to  H a r ija n s  fo r c u lt iv a t io n  
fo r the  la s t severa l ye a rs  by  the  v illage  p a n c h a y a t. Now, the  ent ire 
co m m o n  la n d  area  in  the  v illage  is  in  th e  possess ion  ot the  h ig h  

caste  c u lt iv a to rs ."

Patriot, S e p te m b e r 2, 1971, M r. S u n d e rs in g , G enera l 
S ecre ta ry , C ongress L e g is la tu re  P arty , to d a y  a lleged th a t the 
H a r ija n s  in  P u n ja b  w ere b e in g  ha ra sse d  and  o u s te d  Iro m  th e ir  
la n d . He a lso  a lleged th a t  the  H a r ija n s  w ere b e in g  k ille d  on the 

fa lse  p leas th a t  th e y  had  becom e N a xa lites .

Times of India, S ep tem be r 8, 1971, in  'C u rre n t T o p ics  says 
: "H ow  ca n  H a r ija n s  be b la m e d  fo r  fee ling  th a t  the re  is  b u ilt  in
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h o s t i l i ty  a g a in s t th e m  in  the  a d m in is tra t io n ?  A  new  road  had  been 
c o n s tru c te d  in  a  v illa g e  in  S o u th  A rc o t d is t r ic t  o f  T a m il N adu  fo r 
th e ir  'exc lus ive ' use. I t  appears  th a t  the  c a s te -H in d u s  o f the v illage  
ob jec ted  to  the  p o llu t io n  o f Lhe re g u la r  road  by  th e  H a rija n s ."

T he  consc ience  o f the  ru lin g  c lass  is  sh o cke d  w hen  th e y  hea r 
th a t  S o u th  A fr ic a n  w h ite s  p u t u p b o a rd s  fo r  ra ilw a y  c o m p a rtm e n ts  
a n d  h o te ls . "D ogs a nd  B la c k s  N ot A llow ed ". Yet th is  'so ft-h e a rte d ' 
ru l in g  c lass  is  no w orse  in  th e ir  tre a tm e n t o f v illa g e  poor.

H indu, S e p te m b e r 10. 1971, re p o rts  tw o  cases o f a s s a u ltin g  
sch e d u le d  caste  pe rso n s  fo r e n te r in g  a tem p le , fig u re s  today in  the  
M a h a ra s h tra  A ssem b ly  d u r in g  q u e s tio n  h o u r.

O ne in c id e n t occu rre d  in  D eogaon v illa g e  A h m e d n a g a r 
d is t r ic t  on A p r il 20. In  a n o th e r in c id e n t, a 6 0 -y e a r o ld  person o f 
th e  sam e caste  w as  bea ten  up  by  a s a rp a n c h  o f G ovhan  v illage  in  
S a n g li d is t r ic t  on M ay 22 las t as he en te red  a H a n u m a n  tem p le .

"W hen the  o p p o s itio n  m em bers  dem anded  d is c lo su re  o f the 
nam es ol th e  accused th e  M in is te r  expressed  h is  in a b ility  to  

th e m . He, how ever, p rom ised  to  p ro d u ce  the  nam es in  a 
day  o r tw o  a cc o rd in g  to the  d ire c tio n  o f the  S peaker".

Patriot, o f S ep tem ber 11, 1971, re p o rts  o f te r ro r  s tr ic k e n  
H a r ija n s  flee ing  a R a ja s th a n  h a m le t. P n lw a la  J a ta u n , a sm a ll 
v illa g e  in  B ass i Lehsil o f J a ip u r  d is t r ic t  in  R a ja s th a n  is today  
w ith o u t a s ing le  H a rija n . A ll Lhe 40  H a r ija n  fa m ilie s  o f Lhe v illage  
have fled th e ir  hom es in  the  w ake  o f te r ro r  le t loose aga ins t them .

"The in c id e n t w as a seque l to  (he vm ag e  cobble’ s re fu s a l 
to  m e n d  free  o f charge the  fo o tw e a r o f th e  caste  H in d u s . S uch  
re fu s a l w as c o n tra ry  to  the t ra d it io n s  s t i l l  fo llow ed  in  m any  
R a ja s th a n  v illa g e s  th a t  Lhe co b b le rs  m end  o ld  fo o tw e a r o f these 
pe rso n s  free o f charge ."

"A m ob  o f caste  - H in d u s  s ta rte d  w a n to n  a tta c k s  on H a rija n s , 
in d u lg e d  in  a rso n  and loo ting . A b o u t 10 H a r ija n  houses were 
tu rn e d  to  ashes."

"These people (H a rija n s  w h o  had  com e to  the  cap ita l) 
c o m p la in  th a t in  m a n y  v illages  the  J a ts  a nd  th e  T h a k u rs  were 
te r ro r is in g  the  H a rija n s . They had v ir tu a l ly  m ade  i t  im p o ss ib le  fo r 
a n y  c o b b le r to  live  in  the  v illage . T hey  a lso  so m e tim e s  fo rc ib ly  
occu p ie d  th e  la n d s  o f H a r ija n s  o r  d e lib e ra te ly  destroyed  the
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s ta n d in g  c rops  fro m  th e ir  fie lds".

Times of India, in  a n  e d ito r ia l on S ep tem ber 15, 1971, says : 
"There  is  h a rd ly  a w eek  w h ic h  does n o t b r in g  to  l ig h t  a fresh  
in s ta n c e  o f the  p ra c tice  o f g rossest k in d  o f d is c r im in a t io n  on 
g ro u n d s  o f caste." A fte r g iv in g  th e  in s ta n ce  o f d e n y in g  th e  use o f 
p u b lic  road  to  H a rija n s  in  a v illa g e  in  S o u th  A rco t, the  e d ito r ia l 
says th a t, th is  is a case "n o t ju s t  o f d is c r im in a t io n  b u t  a  re ign  o f 
te r ro r  in s t itu te d  w ith  im p u n ity  u n d e r  Lhe very' nose o f g o ve rnm en t 

th a t  reveals in  a n li-B ra h m in  m ilita n c y " .

"The H a rija n  v illa g e  is  so defence less today  th a t, even w here  

he kn o w s  he has been w ronged  and  a u th o r ity  is ready to  he lp  h im  
secure  ju s t ic e , he does n o t da re  c o m p la in  fo r fear o f re p r is a ls  fro m  
the  p riv ileged  p a r t o f the  c o m m u n ity , w h ic h , as the  S o u th  A rc o t 
exam p le  show s, can  m ake  life  im p o ss ib le  fo r h im . L an d  re fo rm s  
have helped  f la tte n  th e  a g ra rian  p y ra m id  b u t n o t to u c h e d  th e  

base."

"The resu lt has b een  a sh arp en in g  o f ten s io n s  b e tw een  
lan d  o w ning  caste H in d u s  and  landless H arijan s . S ocia l th ru s t  

o f th e  G reen R evolut ion  is  in  th e  sam e d ire c tio n ."

Patriot, S ep tem ber 18, 1971, ta lk s  o f ca s te ism  ru n n in g  
a m o ck  in  B ehara . "The H a r ija n s  o f B ehara , v ic t im s  o f a b a rb a ro u s  
a s a u lt, are b it te r ly  c o m p la in in g  th a t the  days o f se rfd o m  are n o t 

y e t over".

"The c h a m a rs  o f th e  v illa g e  tra d it io n a lly  rem ove th e  deao 
a n im a ls . It has been ob liga to ry ' a ll a long  as a p a rt o f Lhe jo b  o f the  
la n d le ss  la b o u r w hose c u rre n t wages are Rs. 3 a m o n th  a nd  h a lf  

kg. o f coarse g ra in  a dayc"

"A t a m e e ting  on S u nday , the  ch a m a rs  decided n o t to  rem ove 

dead a n im a ls  a n y  longer. T he  de c is io n  w as u n a n im o u s  .

O n T uesday, a g ro u p  o f caste  H in d u s , some T h a k u rs  and  
o th e r in f lu e n t ia l persons, ra n sa cke d  the  H a r ija n  b a s t i ; th e ir  shed 

ro o fs  were set ablaze. Pots a nd  pans w ere b ro ke n . W om en and 
c h ild re n  w ere bea ten  u p  in d is c r im in a te ly . T he  ra m p a g in g  c ro w d  

d id  n o t leave u n t i l  th e y  k ille d  one person. I t  is  be lieved th a t  the  
o b je c t o f the  a tta c k  w as  to  te rro r is e  th e m  in to  c o n t in u in g  to 

p e rfo rm  th e  tra d it io n a l sendees.

Times of India, S e p te m b e r2 1 , 1971, re p o rts  h o w  a R a ja s th a n
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H * rij‘ar* t ? be flghtS  exPIo ita t io n . T he R eghars, a c o m m u n ity  o f 
sch e d u le d  cas te  people, have fled  Pa law a la , R a m u ra , P a te rha  and 
B a k r i v illa g e s  in  J a ip u r  d is t r ic t  fo llo w in g  a se ries  o f c lashes w ith  
th e  la n d o w n in g  caste  H in d u s  the  p a s t tw o  m o n th s .

I t  is  soc io -econom ic  te n s io n s  th a t  have led to these c lashes.
P a rt o f  th e  tro u b le  is  traceab le  to  p o lit ic ia n s  w h o  have been 

re s is t in g  soc io -econom ic  changes in  th e  c o u n try s id e ."

FEUDAL RELATIONS : T he  R eghars had fo r decades 

been s k in n in g  ca ttle , ta n n in g  h ides, m a n u fa c tu r in g  a n d  re p a ir in g  
c h a ra s f le a th e r  bu cke ts ) fo r d ra w in g  w a te r fro m  th e  w e lls  - and 
re p a ir in g  o ld  shoes.

W h ile  th e y  used to  be pa id  cash fo r  p ro v id in g  new c h a ra s , 
th e y  had  to  accep t fo o d g ra in s  a t ha rves t tim e  fo r  the  re s t o f th e ir  
sendees."

W ith  th e  g ro w in g  s o c io -p o lit ic a l co n sc io u sn e ss  these 
a rra n g e m e n ts  are no lo n g e r accep tab le  to th e  c o m m u n ity  o f 
R eghars. W ith  the  g ro w in g  m oney  econom y, i t  is  b u t  n a tu ra l th a t 
th e  R eghars are in s is t in g  on wages in  cash fo r th e ir  sendees."

"A la rge n u m b e r  o f m ee tings  have been h e ld  over the pa s t few 
m o n th s  to  p ress  the  d em and  fo r  a b e tte r dea l fo r  th e  R eghars. A t 
one o f these m ee tings  the  R eghars dec ided  n o t to s k in  c a ttle  o r 
re p a ir  o ld  c h a ra s  a n d  shoes u n le ss  pa id  in  cash".

To c o u n te r  th is  a g ita tio n  o f the  R eghars. "th e  fa rm e rs  set up  
< isan S a n g h a rsh  S a m ith i to  h it  b a c k a t the  R eghars". The S a m ith i 

dec ided  to  im pose  soc ia l b o y c o tt on  the  R eghars. T h e y  to o k  back  
th e  h e lds  leased o u t to  R eghars on  a sha re  - c ro p p in g  basis. The 
R eghars  w ere a lso  banned  fro m  g ra z in g  th e ir  c a ttle  in  com m on  
g ra z in g  la n d s . T hey  w ere  p reven ted  fro m  g o in g  to  th e ir  fie ld s  o r 
houses  th ro u g h  tra d it io n a l s h o rt-c u ts .T h e y  w ere  n o t a llow ed  to 
d ra w  w a te r  fro m  p riv a te  w e lls . The s u p p ly  o f p ro v is io n  fro m  v illage  
sh o p s  w as  s topped .

A t P a lew a la , 3 0 0  to 4 0 0  J a ts  an d  B ra h m in s  w ith  th e ir  
s e rv a n ts  s u rro u n d e d  the  houses  o f th e  R eghars, bea t up  th e  m en 
a n d  w om en , as w e ll as c h ild re n , a n d  loo ted  th e ir  p ro p e rty .

A t  B a k r i,  th e  R eghars w ere  p reven ted  fro m  ta k in g  w a te r 
fro m  a p r iv a te  w e ll.

In  som e in s ta n ce s , the  R eghars w ere p re ve n te d  fro m  ta k in g
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possess ion  o f la n d  a llo tte d  to  th e m  b y  th e  gove rnm en t.

"D esp ite  these re p risa ls , the  R eghars seem d e te rm in e d  n o t 

to  re p a ir  o ld  charas  o r  shoes. T h e y  are e q u a lly  b e n t on  n o t 

accep ting  fo o d g ra in s  in  lie u  o f wages.

LAND FOR THE POOR : As th is  dem and  o f th e  la n d le ss  

poor, the  b u lk  o f w h o m  be long  to  th e  sch edu led  castes, c o n tin u e s  
to  g row  in  in te n s ity , th e  C ongress g o ve rn m e n t m ore  an d  m ore  has 
in te n s if ie d  its  p ro p a g a n d a  o f la n d  re fo rm s  on  one h a n d  a nd  has 
been s te a lth ily  h e lp in g  a conce rted  m ove to  o u s t th e m  even fro m  
th e  sm a ll b its  o f la n d  th a t a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u r  possessed. The 
fo llo w in g  b i t  o f in fo rm a tio n  in  Patriot o f S ep tem ber 14, 1971, is ol

in te re s t.

" in  P o rb a n d a r ta lu k  o f G u ja ra t. 20  H a r ija n  fa m ilie s  have 

been d r ive n  o u t o f a v illage  w here  th e y  h a d  lived  fo r g e n e ra tio n s  
th e ir  c rim e  be in g  th a t they  ow ned s m a ll p laces o f a g n c u ltu ra

la n d ."

" In  th e  P a tia la  d is t r ic t  o f P un jab , in f lu e n t ia l pe rsons are in  
ille g a l possess ion  o f N azu l la n d  tra n s fe rre d  to H a rija n s , m  

con n iva n ce  w ith  the  o ffic ia ls ."

" In  U  P d is tr ic ts  o f B u la n d s h a h r, A gra . H a m irp u r , N a in ita l, 

B a h a ra ic h , etc., w h a t w as revea led b y  the  p re lim in a ry  su rve y  
re p o rts  o f d is tr ib u t io n  o f fa llo w  la n d  to  th e  la nd less  is  d isconce rting . 
In  the  m a jo r ity  o f th e  cases, la n d  has been fo und  to be a llo tte d  by 
the  v illage  la n d  m a nagem en t co m m itte e s  to  those w ho  a lre a d y  
ow n b ig  s lices o f la n d  o r have o th e r sou rces  o f incom e, as per the  
p ro v is io n  o f th e  e x is tin g  la n d  la w  w h ic h  tre a ts  even a person, 
w hose p a re n ts  ow n enough  la n d , as la n d le ss . T h o u g h  the  
G overnm ent c la im s  th a t  m o s t o f the  w as te  and  s u rp lu s  la n d  has 
been d is tr ib u te d  am ong  the  sch e d u le d  castes a nd  fro m  tim e  to 
tim e  p roduces  im p ress ive  s ta t is t ic s  to  s u b s ta n tia te  i t ,  in  a c tu a  

fa c t h a rd ly  a n y  la n d  has com e in to  th e ir  p h y s ic a l possession.

"U nder th e  c ircu m stan ces , i f  th e  scheduled  castes p lan  

d ire c t a c tio n , th e y  are  m ore  th a n  ju s t if ie d . I t  is  a lso v ride ly  
a lleged th a t  the  a u th o r it ie s  are re s o rtin g  to  a m ore  su ita b le  device 
to  deprive  the  H a r ija n s  and o th e r poo re r people o f th e  la n d  they  
h a d  been in  possession  o f fo r  g e n e ra tio n s , by  a c q u ir in g  th e m  fo r 
p u b lic  pu rposes. Cases o f la n d  a cq u ire d  fo r M e e ru t U n iv e rs ity  
a long  th e  G h a t Road a nd  fo r o th e r s im ila r  p u b lic  pu rposes  m
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A lig a rh  are be in g  c ite d  in  th is  co n n e c tio n ."

D esperate Fury Inevitable

These in c id e n ts  c a n n o t be d ism isse d  as these u n re la te d  to  
he c lass  w a r  now  ag ing  in  o u r  co u n try ' in  v a r io u s  fo rm s. Some o f 

th e  p ro b le m s  in  ru ra l In d ia  o f to d a y  a rise  fro m  the  fac t th a t 
econom ic  re la tio n s  w h ic h  have becom e o u td a te d  s t i l l  p e rs is t in
o u r  v illages  due to  th e  u n b a la n c e d  econom ic  deve lopm en t o f 
i na  ia.

T he  tra d it io n a l sys tem  o f cas te  in te rdepen dence , u n d e r 
w h ic h  po o r peasan ts  a nd  la b o u r in g  c lass  m a in ly  b e lo n g in g  to 
ow er cas tes  a tta ch e d  them se lves  to the la n d lo rd  fa m ilie s , s t i l l

[dC l  o l o l o .

Those people b e lo n g in g  to the  u p p e r castes, w ho  had 
p re v io u s ly  lived on tr ib u te s  and  taxes fro m  the  p ro d u c in g  and 

se rv in g  castes as ie u d a l re n t-re ce ive rs , m a in ta in e d  (h e ir  soc ia l 
a nd  econom ic  d o m in a tio n  u n d e r  B r it is h  ru le  in  th e  n ew ly  evo lv ing

s r ^ ^ V ’T  rUlC in  S° Ciety WaS fu r th e r  esLabIished and 
s tre n g th e n e d  a fte r th e  c o m p ra d o r bou rgeo is ie  and  the la n d lo rd s
to o k  ove r pow e r fro m  B r it is h  im p e r ia lis m .T h e  co -ope ra tives  b a n k

lo a n s  b e tte r  seeds, fe rt ilise rs , an d  o th e r econom ic  b e n e fits  w h ic h
ie  i ich  classes, b e lo n g in g  to th e  u p p e r  castes received, a long  w ith

th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f p a n ch a y a ts . s a m ith is , and  z illa  p a r is h a d s
w h ic h  gave them  a d ire c t l in k  w ith  the  a d m in is tra t io n  fro m  b o tto m
to top  s treng then ed  t hem  no t o n ly  e co n o m ica lly  b u t also p o lit ic a lly .

O n  th e  o th e r hand , the  o v e rw h e lm in g  m a jo r ity  o f the  low  - 
caste  people, the  se rv in g  castes, re m a in e d  a t the b o tto m  o f soc ie ty  
as la n d le ss  and  s e m i- la n d le s s  la b o u re rs . J

T h u s , th o u g h  c e rta in  changes d id  take  p lace in  soc ie ty  
these were m a in ly  w ith in  the  caste  sys tem  o f the fe u d a l s tru c tu re  
in s te a d  ot b re a k in g  aw ay fro m  the  in s t itu t io n .  F o rm s m a v  have 
ch anged  b u t fu n d a m e n ta lly  caste  re m a in s  the  sam e.

T he  reason fo r  th is  is th a t, d u r in g  a ll these years , the re  was 
no  fu n d a m e n ta l change  in  th e  c h a ra c te r o f the  In d ia n  econom y 
w h ic h  re m a in s  e s s e n tia lly  s e m i-fe u d a l and  s e m i-c o lo n ia l in  
c h a ra c te r. Even Lhe d is t in c t io n  o f w e a lth  in  an  econom y o f 

c o m m o d ity  p ro d u c tio n  led to  fu r th e r  in te n s if ic a t io n  o f th e  caste 
in s t itu t io n s .  As R a n jit  D as G u p ta  in  h is  b o o k  "Problems of Economic
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Transition" s ta te s  :

"P lann ing  e ffo rts  a n d  va rious  a g r ic u ltu ra l deve lopm ent 

p ro g ra m m e s , in c lu d in g  th e  m u c h  la u d e d  n e w  
a g r ic u ltu ra l deve lopm en t polic ies, h e lp e d  to increase  
d is p a rt ie s  be tw e e n  reg ion to reg ion  a n d  be tw een  
d iffe re n t s tra ta  w ith in  a  region b e n e fitin g  m ost the  
la rge la n d -o w n e rs  a n d  the upper s tra ta  o f  the peasan try  

[a n d  has g ive n ] a  new  life  to th is  h ie ra rch ica l caste  
s tru c tu re  a n d  even s treng then ed  it in  c e rta in  respects  

in  the  ru ra l a reas."

"The d im ens ion  o f  the p rob lem s f  o w in g  fro m  the 
p e rv a s iv e  p e rs is te n c e  o f  the in e q u a lita n a n  caste  
s tru c tu re  is revea led  by reports  o f  b u rn in g  a live  o j 
w om en a n d  ch ild re n  o f  H a rija n  a g r ic u ltu ra l laboure rs  

in T a n ja v u r d is tr ic t o f  T am il N a d u  a n d  the spa te  o j 
vio lence a g a in s t schedu led  castes go ing  on w id e ly  in  

se p a ra te  p a rts  o f  the  co u n try  .

T h is  "s o lid  fo u n d a tio n  o f o r ie n ta l d e sp o tism ", as M a rx  

b r i l l ia n t ly  exposed, c o n tin u e s  to  e x is t w ith  a ll its  fe roc i y, 
s tre n g th e n in g  "s ta g n a to ry , u n d ig n if ie d  a n d  vege ta tive  i e , 

"c o n ta m in a te d  by  d is t in c t io n s  o f caste  an d  s la ve ry  .

B u t  the  ru ra l m asses are a w aken ing . Slowly, b u t  s te a d ily , a 

sense o f re vo lt a g a in s t econom ic  and  soc ia l d e sp o tism  is  g row ing . 
-W h ile  the  p ro m ise s  g iven to ru ra l m asses are  be lied  . w rite s  
Yotfesh V a jp e y i in  National Herald in  h is  se ries  o f a rtic le s  on In d ia n  
Village', "aw areness is d a w n in g  am ong  th e  s u ffe re rs  th a t th is  s ta te  
o f a ffa irs  cannot, be to le ra te d  any m ore". A n d  the  v illa g e rs  are 
re a lis in g  th a t  th e  tab les  ca n n o t be tu rn e d  upside dow n by  
p la y in g  th e  gam e acco rd in g  to  ru les  o f th o se  a t  th e  to p . Th  s 
is  a d a nge rou s  stage, fo r a fte r  the  re a lis a tio n  th a t  ^ e  c o n ve n tio n a l 
m eans  are in e ffe c tive  com es d e sp e ra tio n , a n d  d ire c t a c tio  
g e rm in is in g  o u t o f despera te  fu ry  is  ra th e r  u n c o n tro lla b le .

(National Herald, May 10, 1970).

I t  is  no w o n d e r th a t th e  m asses have com e to  believe th a t " It 

is u tte rly  use less to p ro fessed ly  use m ere ly  lega l tance
a g a ins t an  enem y w h ic h  scorns such  scrup les,
F re d e rick  E nge ls  : "German Revolution and Counter-Revolution ,

Page 110).
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T here fo re , i f  the  c lass  c h a ra c te r  o f th e  re v o lt o f th e  exp lo ite d  
s o m e -tim e s  expresses its e lf  in  c e r ta in  castes, and  i f  the  su p re s s io n  
o f th e  d o w n tro d d e n  e xp lo ite d  c lasses takes  the  c h a ra c te r o f a 
b ru ta l w a r  a g a in s t c e r ta in  castes, i t  in  no w ay o b scu re s  the  bas ic  
c h a ra c te r  o f c lass  s tru g g le . D u r in g  B r it is h  ru le , Lhe ru ra l m asses 
w ere  so m u c h  steeped in  th e  m o tio n  o f caste  a n d  c o m m u n a l 
segregation  th a t even th e ir  p o lit ic a l and econom ic revo lts  som etim es 
to o k  a p e c u lia r ly  o b s c u ra n tis t  c h a ra c te r, as w as the  case w ith  the  
M o p la  R evo lt in  M a la b a r.

Here is how  E nge ls , the  g re a te r p a r tn e r  o f the  fo u n d e r o f 
s c ie n t if ic  s o c ia lism , K a r l M arx , ana lyses  the  so -ca lled  re lig io u s  

w a rs  o f M ed ieva l E u ro p e ; "Even the  so -ca lled  re lig ious  w a rs  o f  the  
s ix te e n th  c e n tu ry  in vo lve d  p o s itiv e  m a te r ia l c lass  in te res ts : those  
w a rs  w e re  c lass  w a rs , too, ju s t  as  the  la te r  in te rn a l co llis io n s  in 
E n g la n d  a n d  F rance. A lth o u g h  the  c lass  s trugg les  o f  the  d a y  w ere  
c lo th e d  in  re lig io u s  s h ib b o le th s  a n d  th o u g h  th e  in te re s ts ,  
requ irem en ts , a n d  d e m a n d s  o f  th e  va rio u s  c lasses w e re  concealed  
b e h in d  a  re lig ious  screen, th is  changed  no th in g  in the  m a tte r a n d  
is e a s ily  e xp la in e d  by  the  co n d itio n s  o f  the  lim e .... the  re vo lu tio n a ry  
o p p os ition  to  fe u d a lis m  w a s  a liv e  a ll d o w n  the m id d le  ages. It  took  
the  sh a p e  o f  m ys tic ism , open heresy, o r a rm ed  insu rrec tion , a ll 
d e p e n d in g  on the  c o n d itio n s  o f  the  tim e."

("The Peasant War in Germany").

TRIBALS : WORST AMONG 
THE EXPLOITED

T he g ro w in g  a g ra r ia n  d is c o n te n t revea led  in  spo ra d ic  

o u tb u rs ts  - le a d in g  even to  res is tance  b y  a rm s  to  c o u n te r  the  
g ro w in g  e x p lo ita t io n  a nd  rep ress ion  o f th e  la n d lo rd s  - in  m a n y  
p a rts  o f the  c o u n try , h a s  w ith in  i t  f ir s t  and  fo re m o s t the  A d ivas is .

T he re  are 3 0  m il l io n  A d iva s is  in  In d ia , as m a n y  as 95 per 
ce n t o f th e m  liv in g  in  ru ra l I nd ia , engaged as a g r ic u ltu ra l labou re rs , 

n fe r io r  te n a n ts , a n d  s m a ll peasants .

R e m n a n ts  o f p r im o rd ia l s lavery, k n o w n  v a r io u s ly  as Sagri, 

J o th i,  H a li, V e tti, e tc., e x is t in  v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f th e  c o u n try  

e spec ia lly  in  the  p re d o m in a n tly  in  A d iva s i areas.

A m o n g s t th e  a g r ic u ltu ra l la b o u re rs , w h ic h  is  th e  m o s t 

exp lo ite d  c lass  in  In d ia , th e  tr ib a l la b o u re rs  are s t i l l  w orse  off.

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  1960-61 R epo rt o f the  C om m iss ione r, fo r
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, the percentage o f landless

A d ivas is  h a s  g ro w n  fro m  50  in  1950 to  57 in  1956 -57 .

E xp e rie n ce  show s th a t  the  sam e tre n d  has  c o n tin u e d  even 
in  the  n e x t decade. E ven a cco rd in g  to  the  D h e b a r C o m m iss io n  
R eport, in  respec t o f inde b te d n e ss , la n d  a lie n a tio n , fo rced  la b o u r, 
and  ill ite ra c y , th e  tr ib a ls  c o n tin u e  to  be th e  w o rs t  exp lo ited . In  
T r ip u ra , fo r exam p le , a s ta te  w ith  a m a jo r ity  t r ib a l p o p u la tio n , 
they  have been reduced  to  the  p o s itio n  o f m in o r ity  th ro u g h  the  
process o f la n d -g ra b b in g  b y  n o n - tr ib a ls  w ith  the  co n n iva n ce  of, 

and a ss is tance  g iven  by, th e  ru lin g  p a rty .

V o lu m e  II, No. 2, o f the  Bulletin p u b lis h e d  b y  th e  T r ib a l 
W e lfa re  D e p a rtm e n t o f the  G o ve rn m e n t o f W est B e nga l p o in ts  o u t 
th a t  " la rge  a m o u n ts  o f la n d  have been a lie n a te d  in  th e  d is tr ic ts  o f 
M a lda , W est D in a jp u r ,  D a rje e lin g , B irb h u m , 24 P araganas, 
B a n k u ra , P u ru lia , H oogly, B u rd w a n  and  M id n a p o re  d u r in g  the  
pe riod  1 9 56 -196 0 " and  th a t  "a lie n a tio n  to o k  p lace m a in ly  fro m  

tr ib a ls  to  n o n - tr ib a ls " .

It  s h o u ld  be rem em bered  th a t  these  tra n s fe rs  to o k  place 
desp ite  Lhe f i f th  schedu le  o f the  c o n s t itu t io n  w h ic h  p ro te c ts  the




