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The Ulenga Moment 
Swapo and Dissent 

BY LAUTI.EN DODELL 

Li! ureu /Ju /)(' /1 i.'> IHi ling il ciu<" lural 
ilwsi., u11 dc> l"<'lupmcul .'> Ira i<'gie., 111 

JYi! w i/;ia. 1/er ,\] A thesis. \\.ar hy 
o l her JJJ ('< IIJ ": :-1 \ \'A l)o·~ :-l t.ru ggk lor 
N;unihi a I ~Hi ll - l ~l ~IJ ll'il.'i J!lll;/is lwd n•­
,.,. 11 t/1· ( /! ;J...;d : l '· Sdi/<'1 t m·i 11 Pu/;/is h­

ing. J 998 ). 

Tlw Pres ident is furi o us. l·'r ien d;-; 
pro f'<'"" t.hr' Jll:;e l v<':; ;; t.uJJJ II'd . Son w 
co ll<'ag tt Ps qui d ly re.i o i c<'. w hil e ot lt ­
<O J'" \'Oc if'erou;-; ly scraJnhl <' t.o dist.a JJ C<' 
t lwm;-;<• i v<',.; . ,\ sp ray- pai11l <'d ·· \ 'iv;J 
lk 11 '. <ll l iH' ar,.; 0 11 il l ! l)\'<' r pa:;s . I"L l­
di o t al k ,., Jww;, a11d <'di t.o ri al page" 
IJL!rst \\'l l.h o pi11i o 11 . !11 t. he <'_\"<' of 
thP sto rn 1 i:; a chari ;-; 111 ati c. arti cu­
late cli p lo nJ <ll. \YhO:>I' ;-; udd etl r<'s ig­
nat. ion as Na mih ia·,., lli g l1 C'oml l li c.­
:; ioJl!' r to t h<' Ll nit ed l\i11gdonJ J, a,., 
m ade hin 1 N amibi a's m os t lw lovnl , 
hated , fea red and admired l)l (l ll o r 
the ho u1· . \\'h o is lkn l! lenga a1HI 
what. h af> lw do ne th at. has go t. hi s 
part y and his co untry a ll shook up? 

bupccc.:ab le credcutials 

l~x-co 1n ba t a ut. . l{ o hl w n lsland <• r. 
f'o rn H' r t.rad e till io 11 ist U lenga ',; 
f'reedont fi ghl<' r crcd c> nti a. ls a rc inJ­
pPcca bl<'. A Swapo n wmher sin e<' IJi ,., 
teen:;, he was ;ui10ng tl w first Ilia,;:; 
exodu s of yo ung Na 111ibians int.o ex­
ile in 1D74 . ll e S<' rved wit.h t.h P Pf'o­
p lc \ Liberati o n Arn1 y o f' N amil.1i <:1 
( PLAN) ror t wo ye<H S lwfo re ill' illg 
se ri ously woundPd and captured in a 
skirmish w ith So 11t.h A fri ca n t roo p,; 
during an ill - der-in f'd llli ss ion int o 
nortl":> rn Nntuibi a. ( :o 11 v i ct.ed un­
dPr 1 h<· T erro riSIII ,\n , Ulcnga wac; 
S<'n t.e ll c<·d t.o [ :) y<·a.rs o n Ro blw n Is­
land a11cl :'er ved ni1w o f t.h ese lw ro r<' 
hi ,; rP!ease. t.oge t her \l· it.h a nulnlw r 
of o t.hf' r lo 11 g-sc rv in g 0Ja n1ibi a 11 po­
liti cal pri so ners , in l Dt-:5. Up o n hi ,; 
rctmn t.o Namibi a lw threw hinl­
se lf' int.o t.rade unio n work, helping 
t.o orga 11i zP t he Iineworkers' l l nio 11 
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(1\1l 1N). At i t:; innug tJral co 11 g rc;-;~ '" ' 
\\"CIS l' i<'C l <'d t o th <' po;-; t of (; l' ll<'r :tl ­
Secrda ry fo r thP uni o 1r whi ch . tlll ­
dl' r h i;-; l<' ad<' rs!Jip . wa" o ut ,; po k<-' n 
i n it s o ppositi o 11 t o t lw ap:H t i " ' id 
<ld!l!illi ,; t.r ati cJil. n1HI co JJI.rihut f'd ,.; ig­
nifi c<\llt.l y t.o :1 r<·v it.ali z<·d wo rker ',; 
nJ OV<' IlJ(' JJt in :'l<tnJihi a. 

ln I ~~ ~\) Ll lcnga wa,.; am o ng l h" 
i nt f' rll a l kad<· rs :;p [ec t l'd by S11·<tpo 
l ' r<·;-; id l' llt. Sa 111 ;\'"u,i o iJJ a t o rtlll fo r 
o ffi c<' i11 Na 1nii>i a's imwg ura l d l' ltl o­
cra ti c l' lenio 1t::.. A f'avourabl t> ,; lo t. o n 
t lw part y':; ca Jtdid at <'s ' li st n lso se­
cured h i:; pl ace in th l' Const i tuent 
,\ :;semhly, w hi ch draft ed th e na­
tion 's ( :onsli t. u t i o n lw f'o r<' it.s nwt a­
m o rphos is into Namil 1ia\ lirst pa r­
li antc•nt. Oil 1\larch L'l. I mHJ. ,\ 
yt>a r later , a t. Swapo\ na t io 11 al pHrl y 
( 'o ngn •s:;, Ll lcuga 's ro 11tinui11g pop­
ul arity 1r i t. h S11·a po'::; ra11k and fil l' 
llH:' JlliH' I'Sltip was confim]('d hy !ti s 
<oa,.;y pJect. ion 10 (.!Jp part.y's ( 'ent.r a l 
( 'ommiLt.ee . dl'spit.<> ti ll' weighting o r 
vo ting procedures to favour in cuuJ­
bent.;,. 

!11 I \)\) (). having :><' rr <·d as i) <' put.y 
Mini st.cr o f Wildlir<•. ( 'on;-;nvat ion 
and T ourisn1 . and std)S<'qt w nt.l y a,.; 
D(' pllt y 1\ l ini stPr o r Loca l C: ovl' rll ­
IIWilt and !l o using. l l kn g:1 1ra,.; ap­
po int ed lf ig !J C'onllnissio ncr t o t.lw 
l l nited 1\in gdo m . in 11·hi ch cap :l c­
it y Jw S<' n ·ed llllt.iJ ,\ ugust Ll o r t !Ji,.; 

Y<'<ll' 

Treadiug carefully 

S1\·a po':; <' llLr t> nched hierarchy a11d 
polit.icnl cu l lur<' haV<' cha11ged l it ­
tle in t.lw tran sit.io 11 l'ro 111 lilw ra.t.i o 11 
m ovelllent l o gov<•rnin g party. Hc­
spcct for es t ablished aut l10rit.y and 
unques t.ioniug loyalty is paraJII UJillt. : 
sec n>c y per vad<·;-; d< ·r i :; i o ll - IIJakin ~; 
stru ctures ;wd cl!anm•ls. Til< ' 
am alga matio Jt of fo r111 Cr cxikd and 
··rem ain<-'<;· leadership;-; ( illcludiltg 
Ho hbcn bl and er:; ) n ' IIJains an un-
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<' <l S.)" OII P. will! th e la t.t.Pr f'<•e ling si­
llllilt a ll <'o usl) <·xcltld<' d f'ro llt t. lw ill ­
n<· r eire!<':; of' gO\"l' rllii H' Jlt and part.y 
and d i;-;lallc<'d f'ro 111 <' rst \l' hil <' do llt e~-

1 i c crm ,.;t it tl<' II Ci<·s a ii!Oilg t. h<' yo ttt.h . 
trad e unio n:;, r hurclws a 11 d cOIIl lllll ­
llity act. ivi st.s. For til e rcm :; i ,.; (. <o n t. ly 
and st. uhbornl y indep<' nd <· nt.- lllillded 
l i k nga it ha,., lwl'n an ill cJTa;-; ing ly 
a\l'k wa rd fit . ,\ t t h<' sa Ill <' I i111 e. 
hav in g gron- 11 up po liti ca ll y w ilhi11 
S11·a po . and \\'ho ll y loy11 l t o wh 11 t lw 
!H· Ii ('\"1'" to lw it .s pri11 cipl <•s , l l lenga. 
CO Jtl d !lOt. Jw f'o r<' 11 0 \\" bri 11 g hi 111 SI' J f' 
t o dirr,, r publicl y with part y po li ci f':; 
o r pract. ic<'. Privat <' ly lw found lim­
it.Pd sco pe f'o r f'X IH'<'ss ing his vi f'ws 
and o rt.en ro t111d hinJS<' If' trea ding cl 
fill <' line in carry ing o ut hi s co ll ­
st.it.Lwn ry wo rk . St.ilf. fro nt I in w to 
ti111 e Jw \\'<I S l'llliiOUrPd to lt cl\"1' ptlt 
so l Il l' powerrul nose,; o ut o f' j o int . 
and t.o hav<' ea rn ed ro r liiJu sc lf in 
som<' qtl art.<"' rs tlw dan111in g Ppi t lwl 
or "" t ro uhlc- lll <l kcr '' ill hi s pursuit o f' 
deba t.<> o n , explanaLi on o f, o r ac­
co untabilit y fo r party or government 
po licy . 

Now , wit.lt l1i s n·s ignation , 
l l lenga. is t. c>s t.ill g llltl ch m o re ro rC<' ­
f'ull y t.lw prec ise limits o f' t.lw po;-;­
,.; il) l<' For in Namihi a. aft.l' r <' ight 
Y<'cli'S o r gove rnin g Ill a fo rm al 
dt'm o cr a.c y, t lw spa ce !'o r cl em ocra.t.i c 
disse 11t. within th e ru l ing part.y is still 
sl'verely circumsrrilw d 1r ith signif'­
i c: lnt. l"l' [)(' retJ ;,s ions !'o r t.IJ(' nat. io u as 
a who le. \\'o rry ing ly, th e p:1:;t. fe\r 
years hav<' :;ee n a. :;t.eady co ucP nt.r a.­
t.iou o f po l iti ca l power in tlw o ffi ce o f' 
t.!J e Pn·sident. , a.ml peri odi c threat.­
ening no ise:; , rrom t.lw sam e source. 
a in wd a. t sti pprcssing public <'Xpres­
sions o f' di s:;e nt. : <I S , f'o r eXC\.IItplc , 
<I declaraliOII o r .Jul y 10 . I\HJ7 th at 
pt1h l ic pro tests 1ro uld n •quir<' prio r 
po li c<' penni ssion in r11t.ure. Ap­
parentl y a spo nt.aueo us dec ision -
N u.i o nJ a.·s ;-; p<'<'c !ll.'s in variably l1aV<' 
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_________ rueiliTIIillJ11WneiD, ________ _ 
a significant Reaga nesque. off-t lw­
cuff component - its implelll enta.tion 
was put. on indefinite hold , follow in g 
protes ts from the judi ciary and press 
that such a ban, 1,xcept. in a state 
of na tional emergency. was who ll y 
in consi stent. with t he Consli tu t.ion. 
Const.it.ut.iona l limits Lo Llw Pres i­
dent 's powP rs o f a ppoint.nwnt. haw· 
a lso occas iona ll y lwPn bypassed, as 
wit.h t.h e PrPs id 0nt. 's unilatera l s!-'­
lect.ion ( later resc in ded) of a new 
OntiHidsma11, witho ut recou rse t.o 
t. \w rPconlni!'Dd ation of t.\w Judi cial 

Comm ission . Both instances ftl!'ll ed 
ex ist ing feeling , in some qu a. rl.Prs. 
that the Constitution - and it.:; ju­
di cia.] watchdogs - pl aced exce,;s iw 
restrictions on the ex . rcise of exec u­
tive powers. 

The constitution and coutl'o­
vel'sy 

This cha fin g at. the limitations (rea l 
or perceived) imposed by t.lw C:on­
st itut.io n has roots dating back to 
t.he document 's in cep t.ion . Eight.y 
clays of neg;o t.ia.t.ion and com pro 111ise 
among the seven parties represent.ecl 
in the Constituent Assembly , ad­
vised by an international bod y o f 
constitution a l lawye rs , produced a 
model modern libera l const.i t.u Lion , 
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but one [or which the govermng 
party perh aps felt. 11 0 es pf'c ia l Sl' nse 
of OII' IH'rship or at.t.achment. 

In the lea d- up to t. he Hl\l4 na­
t iona l and presidenti a l electio ns, 
cri ticism of the Co nst itutio n gave 
way t.o talk of am ending it. Puh­
\i c references i>y Swa.po pa.rt.y k a.d­
!' r:; to t.he t.wo-th ird ,; pa.r\ian1 entary 
majo rity n' quired t.o unilatera ll y 
a tn end the ( :onstitutio n were 1n a.de 
with increasing freqtwn cy. Private ly 
t.o p of-fi cia ls talked about t. li e one 
clause that. pt-cocc 11pi ed the lea der-

ship: t.hat limiting t.!tc Pres ident. 
t.o t.\\·o t.erms in olf-i cc. "Two­
t.ltirds! '' became t.l1 e campaign's ral­
lying cry - t ho ugh t.he Pres id ent 
himself som etimes ca ll ed fo r "7'2 fo r 
S1Yapo ," in ref'erem e to a ll 1:2. seat s 
of t.h e Nationa l Assc mhly. Foll ow­
iug SIYa.po's P!ect.io ll , wit.lt ailllOst 
~~~% of the vote, t.a lk o f a l'rPs i­
deuLi a l Lhircl te rm was rife. :\' u­
.io rua ltin1se lf was no n-co1nmit.t.n.l, 
hut. promised in a na.t.ioual telev isio n 
address th at. 11 0 a.nH' Itdntcnt.s wo uld 
he Ill acle t.o th e cousLit u t. ion with o ut 
a na t.iona.l referendum . (NBC . l) e­

cember 11 , H.H.l4). Within (\w t.op 
ranks of Swa.po t.he dec ision wa ,; al ­
ready nmcle, however. J n ca iii Cra 
a nd off tlte record t.\11' Pres ident.',; 
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advisors disc ussed not wllPtlier hut 
how. 

ll aving lwen ret. unwd Lo powe r 
with a sig uifi cant. ly a ugme11t.cd lll a­
jori ty, t.hc Swapo lendr r,;h i p pa ra­
cl oxi ca ll y se!' lrted t.o !'Pe l lcs;:; :;cc urc 
in olfi c1' than lw fore. Or periHlp» , 
as some cr iti cs suggest., they silll­
ply felt. co mforta bl e eno ugh t.o let 
their t rue co lo urs show. N!-' 11' scnl­
rity leg is la. t.i on was iuLrodu ced , aud 
a well-funded Nat ional Stat.!' l u­
tc· lli gcnce ,\ gency wa,; established . 
Tlwre have been several instance:-; 
o f direct. gove rllliWIIL inkrfi'I'!' II C!' i11 
:\' \3( ' radio an d Le le1·ision bro;Jdcast ­
ing dec isions. OfL~' II Nujo111 a, st!' p­
ping o ut of hi ;:; generall y a ffable> per­
so na, appea rn l Lo lw taking a pag1· 
fr o m t\lugabc's hook, las hing out iu 
publi c speec\ws at an u nclul y ni t i­
ca l medi a, un -Africa n gays. in krfer­
ing judi cia ry, import1111at.e donor,; , 

ro a nd SO ill et. iii JPS f'oreig11 er:; (w hit e,;) i11 
u genera l. T lw res 11rrect ion in I ~)~Hi :E 
<( of question,; co uce rning tlw lni :;-
f- t.rea t.nwnt of suspected di sside 1il s hy 
~ Swapo i11 ex i\ 1-' eli cit 1,d a particularly 
~ l'eroc io us rcspo ns1 · from N u,i o 111 a and 
:::J 

0 tit<• lat.e Sl\'<lJ>O Senct.ar.\-CPII!'ral 
0::: t\ loses Caro1•b, who \\'a n wd o f a 
"' hloodbat.h if '" unpatri ot. ic" Na ll1il >­
:: ia 11 >; a 11d '· foreign rl'l llll a ii l.S o[' f'as­
I cism'' did not. aba ndon t. hcir suhvn­
:::J s ive agen da. (t\ loses C:arocb , t\!c'di a 
~ Stat.!' lll c> nt. , t\ la rc!t 1:2 , I U~Hi) . [0 11 

tl1i s subj ec t .. see ,'J'AH. vol. ll. 11 0 . ·I 
(.July, I DUo)] 

( 'as t.ing such a wide tl!'t in pur­
suit of' "unp a.t. ri ot. ic e\cmeut.s" Hl ld 
•·enemies of Nallli bia" ,; uggest.s a po­
liti cal market. fo r sc <qwgoat.s upon 
who1n t.o heap t.hP \)\a 111 C [or wxi 11 g 
ecOI IOI1lic and social woes. llig !t 1111 -
employment., painfully :; \ow prog ri'>'S 
11·ith respect t.o land rd'onn . ri ,.,­
ing crime ra tes. a sluggish (·'CO II OIII Y. 
st1·adily g row ing deht. a h11rgeo 11-
iug hlll'! 'aucrat.ic \\·a.gP bill . and ill ­
crPasing puhli c am i pw:;s critiri>'lll 
o f 1wrc Pived gove rllllt f' llt co rn1pt.iou 
are per,;ist.ent prob k' l11" !'o r til! ' rul ­
ing party. Particul a rly 11·orry i 11 g 
has IW!~ l1 t.\w i,;sue o r _j ob less for­
mer PLA N fi ght.e rs wh o. s iiiC!' Jul y. 
have \wen gat hering; in d!•tnou:-;tra­
t.io ns of hundreds and eve 11 unpn,C!'-
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dented thousands to draw a ttentio n 
to t heir plight.. 

.Jus t what. ro le these a nd ot. her 
factors play t> d in t.he President.'s 
decisio n !.o involve the Nam ibi a n 
army in t.he Democrat ic Republi c o f 
the Congo's m essy war is unclear , 
th e more so because t.he dec is io 11 
was mad<' by t.lw President. a nd 
hi s adv isors witho ut. seekin g t he 
approval of Parliament., or informing 
the natio n. For severa l days tll<' 
presen ce o f Namib ian troops in l.he 
DRC was rumoured in Namibi a, 
and <'ven reported by the BBC 
and CNN news - reports repeatedly 
den ied by the fv linistr ies of ForPign 
Afl'airs a nd Defence - before N uj o n1a 
fina ll y co nfirmed i L at. a Heroes 
Day col n 1nemora.t.ion ceremony 011 
Aug ust '2(:). A few clays later t.he firs t. 
Namibian casualt.ies we re repo rt.Pd 
in the Namib ian p ress, hut. it. was 
another ftt ll fortnight. lw fore t he 
Pres ide nt addressed th e nat io n 111 a 
te lev ised broadcast .. 

The President's <" nLhusiasLic sup­
port for the 1-.: abila. reg ime has co n­
founclPd obsC' rve rs s in ce t he p rocla­
mati o n o f' \Viudhoek 's "J( a.b il a St.." 
soo 11 after J\ ab il a's accessio n l.o 
power. Jt. is unclPa r what Nam ib­
ian in terests a re at sta ke in the 
DRC to wa rrant. a government-to­
government loan o l' N%25 milli on 
soon a fter Kab il a 's i nsLall a.L ion, ull­
specifled s hipments o f \Y a r materi e l, 
and now t.he com 1nit.me nt. of troops. 
The wa r has caused a se rio us sp li t. in 
SADC, wit h t he ma.jori Ly of m em­
bers a ligning themselves with Man­
dela's a ttempts to broker a peace 
deal, whil e Nam ibiajo ins Angola in 
lining up behind a defiantly haw ki sh 
Mugabe . am ibi a's F in a nce Min­
ister Nango lo Mbmnba has insisted 
that Nam ibia's in vo lve m ent. will lw 
la rgely u nclerwr i ttcn by Zimbabwe, 
though with what resources is n ' t 
clea r . Some rumours point. to pro­
saic business concerns - N ujoma.'s 
brother-in- law Aaron Musltimba is 
beli eved t.o have mining interests in 
the Co 11 go. (In Zimbabwe sintilar 
allegatio ns a re made ahont. Ro l>t•rt. 
lVlugalw's son Leo). 
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In It is te lev ised add ress N u­
.ioma. cast. Namibia's participation 
in swcc>pi ng Pan-Africanist terms , 
invok in g mot ives of' Afri can brot. lt ­
Prhood and solid arity with "a fel­
lo \\' SAD C 111 ember sLate whi ch 
has fall en v ictim to a foreig n­
insp ired conspi racy, a nd dupli city 
[by Ugand a. and Rwa nd a] ." Inte res t.­
ing ly, in light. o f t he un certain con­
stit u tionali ty of th c> decis ion itse ll· 
(the Pres ident's swe<:>p ing powers as 
Commander- in-C hief of th e Defe nce 

Force a re g ra nted under a Defence 
Act. t hat lo ng predat.es indepen­
dence), Llw President. in vo ked consti­
tut ional cl a uses concernin g the de­
fense of Nam ibi a's bo rd ers a nd pro­
tect ing i t.s ci t.izens in describin g t he 
act as a lso one of "en li g htened se lf­
interest.." An anti- imperialist them e 
moved to the fo refront in t.he Presi­
dent 's later speeches. es pt>c ia.lly fol­
lowing an announ cem ent. by the Eu­
ropean Uni on that it. was rev iew ing 
a id packages t.o African count ri<'S in ­
vo lved in t he DRC: co nfli ct in o rd<> r 
to ensur<" t hat. a iel mon eys were 110!. 
flnan ci ng rnili t.ary act. i vi Li es: 
"Thes<:' foolish Europea. ns. Th ey 
fanned a political union and a.gain 
they ll 'i-1.111 to get o ur rail' m aterials 
11·i thou t paying· us . ... Dist uriJ<Wccs 
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in the Great Lakes a.nd t he Congo 
a re instigated by white imperialists 
who want to control the country, 
take o ut its ri ches while the 
Congolese people li ve in f! OVert_v. 
T his ca.n no longer be allowed 
to cont.inue." (The lamibia.n , 
Septembe r '21, Hl98) 

Saying the uusayable 

Lt. was against. t his general a nd im­
m ediate backdrop that Ben Ulenga 
returned to Namibia from London 

to pa rticipate in Swapo's Extraor­
dinary Party Cong ress sc heduled for 
August. '27-L8, 1998. T he Congress 
convened 400 delegates from N am i­
bia·s t.l1irteen regio ns , party wings 
a nd affi liated unio ns. though for 
precisely what purpose seemed to 
be in some dispute. Days befo re 
t he Congress, senior party offi cials 
seem ed a nxio us Lo dispe l delegates' 
understandin g - and press reports 
- t hat party representat ives were 
meet ing in part to discuss t he ques­
tion of a third term fo r Nujoma, and 
policy issues , s uch as la ud reform , 
t.ha.t. had been put. off a.t. Swapo 's 
s0coud na ti o na l congress in !Vlay 
LD97. Tlw issue of a Presidenti a l 
t.hircl term had been approved at. 
t. h <~ full Co ngress a nd was not sub-
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j ect t.o l:urther di sc ussio n, declared 
party spokesmen. The o nl y i tPm 
ott t.be agenda o f Lit e l.i:x t.raordin a ry 
Congress was a series of proposed 
a menclrn eut.s t.o t.h e Swa po par ty 
Constitution, des igned lo "rev it.a l­
ize" the party s t.ru ct.ttr<'s . Jt. wo uld 
transpire, foll ow ing th e Co ng ress. 
t.ha t. such "rev i t.a l iza.tio n·· d ict.a. t.cd 
furt.lt er centra l iza.t ion of t.h e pa rt.y: 
t.o t.> ll sure t.Jw efrec t.i v<' CO IIII11t llli ca­
t.i on of t he lea dership 's poli cies and 
progra mmes t.o t. llf• rank and fil e. 
a.ll regiona l st. ruct.urcs woltld hence­
fort.h lw headed by C:c nlral Comntit.­
t.ee members. 

U lenga, t.houglt It i msel [ a n wm­
ber o r tlte party leadership , was a. l:;o 
t.aken by s urprise a t t he It <H l'O\\' co lt ­
fin es of lhe proposed cl eba.t.e. A11d 
for him it was t.h e last. st.raw. f o l­
lowing tlw Cent ra l Co111mit.te<' ttwd­
ing which preceded t.lt e ( 'o ii i!;I'< 'SS. 
he su bmit.t.ecl his writ.t.eu res igua­
t.i o n as High Comn ti ssioner to t.h e 
1\ilinister or Foreign Affairs , a nd le t.­
t.ers conveying bis dec isio n to t it P 
Presi dent. a 11cl S<, cre t . a ry -G~·n cra l o r 
Swa.po. T he same eve ning It t• a.ll ­
nounced b is reasons for rPs igni ng 
in a press briefing . For i t.s sig­
nificance as the first. public ex pres­
sion of dissent from party po li cy ami 
procedure by a Swapo leader , hi s 
statement. is worth quoting at. sont e 
length. Not.ing th a t. he had i>('(:' n a.g­
OIIi zing f'o r two years ov<~ r th e iss tte o f 
the third t.ernt in pa rti cul a r. U i<' nga. 
sa id t hat. be had be<> Jt looki ng for­
ward t.o co ntributin g t.o a deha t.<, 0 11 
t.h e quest iou a.t. the Ext. ra.o rdi11 a.ry 
Congress: 

··1 lt a 1·e reached t.he firm 
convi ct:ion t.hat. ihe J!l'Oposa l to 
in crease t.he President.ia.l f.enns fo r 
the cul'l'enl incumbent wo uld /J e to 
tl1 e total detriment. of the country. 
ihe Swapo Party am/ t:he c tiilJUiativc 
process of po/it.ica l denwcrat.iz;I t ion 
and good go l'ern an ce in Ut e co un t r_1·. 

'·[T}h e .Swapo Pa.rty h as never 
g i1·en Jue considerat ion to the Th ird 
~ferm issue and it.s implica f.ions ... 
[N}o t once has the }Ja riy di.-;c u8.';er/ 
the ever-im portan t uwtter o f Pa r(1· 
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/cac/ers/Jip . SUCCCSSlOll a nd rcne ll'il f. 
.Secondly. t.hc Third TcrJJJ propositi 
as r. lirect.ed at ilw present incwn-
1 Jt' ll i is an unacceJ 1( a / de sui 'ject.ion 
of the JJ at. iun al p,l)Od ( <L'> represen ted 
f,y the Cunst itut.ion) to the JWrsOJJ ill 
ci rcwnstances and schem es oF indi­
l'irluals . . . [and ip,nores th e} rca li­
t.ies of recent Afi·ican fJO lit.im l his­
tory. t.he yout.hfulness of o ur staff' 
inst it:utions a nd the preca rio us IW­

t ure of o ur denwcn1cy. 

'·Indeed t.he lear lcrship pro/.denJ.-; 
JIJ t.he .':J'1rapo fJ it.r/y ha 1•c no1r 
reacher/ c· rdi cal J!ruport.ions. The 
recent il nd cruTent cris is iiii'O!I'in.!!, 
f'x- PL1 I\' figh ters . f(muer polit:ica l 
jJI'isoners on hoUt sides. a nd {()rJJi er 
exiles in ,12;eneral . as 11·cll as t.lw 
lonp;-s t aiHliup; and wtresol1•er l lanrl 
re form issue. are a ll inr.liciltil·e or 
th e pro found lack a nd (.o tal ausencc 
of coherent policy and t !tin kin .!!,· 
CO ll Ce i'Jlill,!!,' Jll rtt.fcrs of' l'it.a} ll ilt iOil il i 
intport.auce. A foreign fJO licv crisis 
is n ow heing unlcash ecl t·hruugh <Ill 

i 11-considerecl w i li t.ary i lJI•oll•elJl cn t 
in the conf1ict. in t.lt e !Jew ocratic 
Uepublic or t.lt c C'ougo .. . 

''{The} Party should. in n1y l'ii'll' . 
immediately set ahout shedding its 
present a.nt.iqu at.ed Jewlcrshif J. coui­
fJ] etcly overh aul it s pol it ica. l iind or­
p,-anizaiionrd proi.J ic llls. itlld Jll'O I'iclc 
clear direc t.ion t.o gO I 'f'l'liJil e lll aud 
the nat ion t !no ugh clea r Party ]JOI i­
ctes . I i UJI i l.11'itn·· th ai clcii.r. rli ­
rcc t.ed anrl deterllli nerl lea dership i.' 
of t:li e esseJt cc . . '·)uJ ,jcc t. t.o t lt c rlcuw­
cra. t.ic 1·ie 11·s o f' o f hers. I ii lllJJrcJJ[lrcrl 
to t.ii.ke up the ch;tllenge. ·· (O ri ginal 
p ress st.a.t'.<' I11Clt t . ,\ ug ttst '2/ . I \)\)~) 

Thunderbolt 

''Ben 's Bombshell" was the headline 
in The Namibian - and certainly 
the effect. was explosive. Ulenga has 
presented Swapo policy and prac­
tice with its most important chal­
lenge to elate. In speaking publicly, 
from within party ranks , against a 
third term in office for N ujoma he 
has a ired a taboo opinion , a.l bei t one 
which he is far from alone am ong 
his colleagues in holding. ln his ini­
tial statem ent, and in more detail in 
subsequent interviews, he has pub-
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I icly l'X pos<>d t.lw abs<' llC t' u f d<' II IO­
crati c pract.ic<' at a ll l<' VC'ls of r.Jw 
par ty a ttd gov<' rlltttent. In stand­
ing lip ('o r t.it l' prin cipkS Jt P iJc Ji <'I'('S 
Swapo twly represents lw is S<' t.tillg 
an examp le f'o r like-miu d<'d but. mon• 
timid co llcaguPs , a nd in <' Xpn•ss ing 
his readiuess to •·t.akc up tit <' clml ­
l e n g<~ ," lte is prov idi11 g a ra ll ying 
point f'or Na ntibi ans cli sa fkned 1rit.l1 
t.lw current. leackr,.; lt i p. L-' in a ll y. in 
deplo ring Llw ll'<' a ktt< 'SS o f Swapo ·;; 
part y s t.ru c ttm~s. lf le11 ga has dra.1rtt 
a d ist i lt rt.ion b<~ t.wee ll th e ro les or 
party a nd gow rnmcnt. itt a dent oc­
ra.cy. a ttd ca JJ ,•d for a t'('S IIlTcrt. io n of 
gra,.;sroot.s polit.i ca ! ac t.ivit y in oppo­
sit.ion t.o t.he s t <~ady ce llt.r a.li za t io11 of 
pown wit.hitl Sll'apo lcadersltip . 

·'T il e Jmrty lias I aken an UIJUsu ;d 
st.ep or lis tening (.() ( ,'(l l'<' l'llnt ('JI(. itlld 

t.o fo rces out t.herc f()r guidance. 
\\ 'hat is t;Jw fJ<Irf,l' t.herc h1r '.' 

T he J! il rt.y ltas /l('en enipt ied oJ' ih 
esse11 ce as a fJ iirt.y nnrl is <Ill f' IIJf J/_1' 
,-;hell . It doesn 't do IIH' jo/1 tlt itl. 
t.he fJi:lrty should rio. 'l'h e fJMiy 
is there t.o set the jJOlicy agenda 
for .~·m·ernnwnt ... (JII t.< ' rview. Tlw 
Na lltihi a ll . Sepk mher 11, I DDX) 

A husba 11 d atld fat lwr. t lw ·Hi­
yea r old Ulenga·s ga mbi t> is a ll t.it< · 
lllo re ;;t riki11 g in li ght o!' the p•· rs<mal 
sacr ifi c<> <.' lltailecl itt his resignatiott 
as lli gh ( 'onttniss io ner. and tlw llll­
ktt OI\' tl ri sks it<" far<'::> in s p<~ak itt g o 11t . 
Fm l<·ss tt ot.al >i<• critics lt a.v< · f'arcd 
l>a dl y in t.hl' p<lst . Si11c<> ittd cp<' ll­
d< ' IIC <-', t.he ::>11ppn·ssio tt of llltpOpll la r 
vi<, II'S ha,.; i.<' ttd<·d to r<> ly 0 11 ch:lra <·­
t.<'r def'<llttat.i on , poli tica l tnargin <li ­
izat.io ll a ttd infonn al int illlid at io11. 
hoii'<'H' r, and t.his cr it.i c is likely to 
possess an unttstt a l rt>s ist.a tt ce to tl w 
ttsual t.ad. ics. 

fnd <'<'d it se<, tlts t.ltat t.iw Sll'a po 
IPadership is lltt ce rt.ai n "" to lt o1r 
(.o procc('d :1.g:1inst t.h e r< ' IH' I II' it It itt 
it.s ra nks. ( lii<- llga. IHls tt o t. 1'('­
sig twd fro nt Swapo no r it.s ( '<•11t.ral 
c :o tttmitt <,<' ). Initia ll y tl w pat.ri cia 11 
lli fikiputJ.)'l' Po ha nt ba. Sc·rr <, lary­
(; cnera l of Sll' a.po , publi cly rchuk<·d 
lllenga for not. follo11·ing .. prop<'r 
part.y cha nn els" in ptt t.ti 11 g bis ca::w , 
a nd appPa red to t.hreat.cu "d isc i-
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___________________ ' llil~lliill~@furu-------------------

plina ry procedures." T houg l! po­
tenti a ll y sinist.er-souu d ing, !. he IIIU t­
t.e rings a. hout violat.ious of pro per 
party p rocedure we n.' lent. a ro lll edi c 
note by wha t Ulcii ga ltad a lready 
rev<'aled conceruing ti l<' <~bsc n c<" of 
such cha nnels. The Pres id t' ut.';; 
a nger, tho ugh repu tedl y t. it a.11ic. bas 
uot. be<' ll publi cly ve nt.ed . A n il'<' t.­
ing of t.h e Po li t buro was qui ckl y co u­
ve ned , bu t. a ppa rent.l y fa il ed Lo III a­
t.<> ri a. li ze when a nuln ber o r nw in­
lwrs sudd<' lll y exc used t. hciJI Se lv<'S 0 11 

n uio us gro und s, suggest ing a. reln c­
t. a.nce to t.a ke pa rt. in a. 11 y co llec t.i v<' 
a.ct. ion aga inst. t hP we ll- liked l! I< ' I1 ga. 
T lw u:; ualrost.e r of inn uendo a ucl in ­
t~ inu at i on has been t.ro t.t .f'd OJi t. o n 
the hyperactive ruiJJo ur mill , in vo lv­
ing; :;hadowy consp irac ie::- of wiiit. Ps, 
foreigners or t.lw illPv it.a hl <' ( 'L\ , a ud 
the usual ch a rge~ of "di sloya l" a nd 
"' unpatr iot ic" hehav io u r. hut <'V< ' ll 
these ef!'ort.s seem ha.Jf- bea rt.ed . 

Swapo elechon ra lly, 1994 
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However, wilile Ill a.ny in t.he leacl ­
•~rs hip 111ay be r<'luc t.a nt t.o co ndemn 
IIilll , 11 0 one i ~ rushing t.o hi s side - a t. 
least not. publicly. 1-'riva. t.e ly a num ­
lw r a re ap pla udiug hi s co urage in ex­
press ing sentiments t hat a re wid ely 
II eld , t hough never , u11 t il now, ex­
pressed . But if pa rty a.ud parli a­
ll1 ent.a.ry peers a re cautiously wa iL­
ing t.o see what. pri ce is exacted for 
Ulenga 's he res ies, o rdin a ry Na.lllib­
ia.ns have bee n less re~t. r a. in e cl . In 
t. he weeks fo ll ow ing ll lenga. 's res ig­
na.t. ion . o pen- I i ne rad io shows ha.v<' 
lwe n a huzz wit h react.io n t.o the 
IIPWS , while Na.IIIibi a n IJ ewspa.pers 
l1 aw heen swan1ped wit h lette rs -
t.lw n i<1j o ri t.y su pport.i ve o f Ulenga.. 
Tl w r<'~pouse has lw en pa rti cularl y 
no\.<' IVO rt ily in t he un pn-·cedentt'd 
hread t h a nd dept h of cri t ical opiu­
ion ex pressed. A lso in t<" r<'st.in g; is 
t he nos ta lgia. it. has revealed fo r t. be 
heyday of in te rnal st ruggle in t.lw 
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HJ80s - and for its leaders. [<'o r o ne 
wri ter . t he exa.mpl <> ~e t. by Ll l<' nga 
was reminiscent. of a. t. inw "w hen de­
ba l. <' a l> o ut. issues within the part.y 
a nd a.hou t. o ur society was the o r­
der o f t.he day , [a.] culture of op<> II 
d<, hat.e . .. coud i tioned by the p;!:'n­
c ra l defia nt mood of t. lte mass deni o­
cra.L ic politi ca.l ac tivity of t.he t. illl c." 
Another reminded readers that "Liw 
st rugg le for the lilw ra t.io n of Nami­
bi a. d iclnot sta rt in exile." 

Espec ia lly fasc in ating has lwen 
the reclaiming of not. onl y the spiri t. , 
hu t the unwritten histo ry of the 
struggle, both inside and o utside. 
by t>a rli er generat ions of act ivists 
a nd di ssidents, most. no ta bl y S<~ ni ­
so n Ndeikwila of the Co un cil o f 
C ltu rches of Namibi a.. One of 
Swapo's fi rst "detainees." hav in g. 
wit h eight other yo un g members. 
fa ll <' ll a fo ul of t he ex iled leader­
shi p ti J t he late 1\:.lG Os a.rt.er cl1 a rg-

7 



ing them with being ·'oblivious t.o 
their own people," Ndeikwila has 
been steadily working to cl<"ar th e 
nam es of those detained o r kill ed 
as ''spies" while living in exil e dur­
ing the 1980s . His lette rs expli c­
itly place l l lenga in a continuum of 
dem ocra ti c dissent from a. uthori t a r­
ian practi ce within Swapo - a his­
tory which appears fin ally to be ta k­
ing fragile root in the collecti ve con­
sc iousness of Na.mibi a.ns. 

"Bravado aud herois1n'· 

The enthusias m for Ul enga's s t.and is 
s till tempered wi th caution: letters 
t.o the edito r are o ft. en anonym ous 
o r pseudonymous ; reporters polling 
passers bys d iscover ve ry few willing 
to go on the record as oppos ing 
a third term for the President .. 
No such reserve has charac teri zed 
self-decla red loya lists and "pa triots" 
however, as wi tnessed by one let.t.e r 
urging swift. disciplina ry act ion 
against Ulenga: ''This would be 
necessary in order t.o disco urage 
simil a r condu ct by t hose m embers 
who wish to di spl ay t houghtless 
bravado and heroism ." 

Such ''bravado and heroism ," it. 
seems , is s till mainly th e pur view 
of individuals: Swapo's yo ut h , 
wom en 's and elders' wings have de­
cl ared offi cially un animous suppo rt 
for a third term , while a ffili ated o r­
gans and unions wa.t"Fle uncomfort.-
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ably in elo qu ent tes timony to the ir 
lack of independent. poli cy-m a kin g 
s tructures. The diplom a ti c com ­
munity, foreign investors, and whit<' 
Namibi ans have m ainly wit.ltheld 
comment ( T he N am.-ibum 's spirited 
edito r G wen Lister is a no ta ble ex­
ception}, citing reasons ra nging from 
a reluctan ce to interfere to a fear of 
exacerba ting matters . An e lement. 
of "better t he devil yo u kn ow'· also 
pl ays a signifi cant role. The gener­
a lly dorman t parli am enta ry opposi­
tion , however , seem s to have taken 
courage from public opinion . In 
m ore than its usu a l s ta te o f di sar­
ray in recent m onths (fo llowing the 
expulsion of t he leader of the offi ­
cia.l o pp osit io n DTA. pa rty for a l­
leged separat is t ambiti ons) oppos i­
tion parliamentarians have belatedl y 
braced th em selves t.o defend the na­
tion 's Const i t. u t ion . 

The issue was fr ont. a nd centre as 
P a rli am ent. reconvened a t. the begin­
ning of the month . After som e minor 
procedura l difficulti es, occ asioned 
by the unseeml y hurry wi t. h which it 
was introduced , the Prime Minister 
has already moved the ·'A111 endment. 
Dill ," a ll owing for th e am endment. 
of t he Constitution "so as to pro­
vide Lh a.t. the firs t Presitlent. of Na­
mibia. m ay hold offi ce as Pres ident. 
for three te rms," while a companion 
bill has bee n int rodu ced " to p rov ide 
for incidental m a Lt.e rs . '' Am oug !.he 
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la tter , so casually adva nced, is an­
o ther proposal to dra.m a.t.ica lly a lter 
Lhe Consti t ution by empowt> ring t.h e 
President to appoint Namibi a's t.hir­
teen regiona l governors. P rev iously, 
gove rnors were se lected by the ir re­
spective elected regiona l coun cil s. 

H is Ji kely, of co urse, !.h a t 
t.h e battl e to prese rve Namibia's 
orig in a l Constit u t ion is a lready lost . 
Swa.po has the necessary two-thirds 
m ajority to push the a mendments 
t.hrough; onl y t he unlikely defect ion 
of som e of its own MPs can prevent 
it.. And with its passing, a da ngero us 
precedent. will have been set.. As 
on<" form er st ude nt .. leader la ment<>d : 
''Namibia is busy degenerat ing iu to 
a Zimbabwean-type politi call y. And 
wit h N uj om a 's third te rm we nHts t. 
expect t.Jw sit uation to worsen 
drast. icaJJy ... espec ia ll y taking in to 
acco unt. th e a bsence of cri t ical aud 
active civic st ructures ant! JWop le . 
E ven Ben Ulenga 's brave decision 
m ay become a. m a tter of histo ry. 
since people a re t rapped in to t he ir 
m ateri al pos itions. They j ust. ca n ' t 
afford to difl"er wi t h t he ruling 
[clique], even if they wish t.o.'' (Pa ul 
Ka lenga, pe rsona l communi catio n . 
September 29, HJ98 ). 

And yet, as Ukn ga has sho1m, 
not. <"V<' ryo ne is tr ap ped . While 
pa rli amen tari a ns 1rere p reparing t.o 
J ebate consti t ut iona l antenclments 
t ha t will ex tend t.he term a nd tl w 
powers of a. President who has led 
Swapo for t he past four deca des, and 
t.he nat ion since in dependence. hun­
d reds of Nam ibians ga th ered fo r Lhe 
in augura l meet ing of a "Forum for 
t.be Fu t ure," to hear addresses hy 
Ulenga , by t he St>cre ta ry-Ue nera l of" 
t he (' (_' , a nd by t he Cowr nor of 
t he Ba nk of Na mi bia. If. as Ulenga's 
wife Namba t. a has o bserved (i nvo k­
ing a popul a r Namibia n express ion ), 

~ it is true th at. within Swa po',; leadt> r­
u ship people brave eno ugh t.o lw cr it.-
1 ica l <:H<' "as ra re as chi cken teet h , .. 

:!j such peop le appear to lw ra pi dly 
Q) 

c pro li fe rat ing amo ll g t.he Na rni hia tl 
~ citizenry - a ttd . co ll cct. ive ly. may 
Q:; t urn out. to have so me IJiLe . 

..... 
~ [!!] 
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-------------------llil~lliill~@fuill __________________ _ 

The Statesman who Brought Honour to Africa 
(a parable) 

BY SAMSON NDEIKWILA 

ln her article on recent developmen ts 
i11 Namibia fea tured in tl1 is iss ue of 
SAR, Lauren DobeJJ cites Samson 
Ndeikwila of the Co uncil of Churches 
of Namibia as epitomizing in his work 
th e efforts of '·an earlie1· generation of 
activists and dissidents" no1v seeking 
to reclaim "not only tl1 e spirit , but 
th e unwri tten history uf the [Nami /;ian 
liberation} struggle, /;o tll inside and 
outside'' th e co un try. As she wri tes. 
Ndeikwila. was '·one of Swapo's firs t. 
'detainees,· ha.1··ing, 1vit.h eig l1t o t.her 
yo11ng members. fallen afoul uf the 
exiled leadership in t lz e late 1960s 
aft er cba.rging [t ir e lat te1] witlr being 
·oblivio us to th eir O II' Il people' .. (o n 
this m oment in S wa.po ·s history see 
a./so Colin Leys a11d .John S. Sa ul. 

N amibia. 's Libera.tion Struggle: T he 
Two-edged Sword [London, 1995}. 
ch. 3). More recenUy, no t.es Dobell , 
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"Ndeikwila has been steadily working 
to clear the names of those detain ed 
or kiJ/ed as 'spies' while living in exile 
d urin g the .1980s . . , This persu naJ 
histo ry of co nsiderable co urage and 
commitment gives added resonance 
to Ndeikwila 's deft a nd illumin ating 
pa.rable, reprinted here with permission 
from T he Namibi a n where i t firs t: 
appeared as an ex tended le tt:er to t./w 
editor. 

The president was born in a poor 
fami ly in a remote Afri can vi ll age. 
His country had experi enced bruta l 
colon ia l opp ression , repress ion and 
exp loitation . He knows what it. 
means to go hungry, barefoot and in 
rags or half-naked. 

It is this backgro und which has 
shaped his world outlook. And it 
is his simple li festy le which has had 
tremendo us impact. on t he thinking 
of so many people a t. home a nd 
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beyond . Th is is the man today 
whose mere uttera nces a re echoed 
in difl'erent la nguages a ll over the 
wor ld. 

Many people do not kn ow his 
real name. At home he has proven 
himself consistent. in words and 
deeds to be ca lled the Father of t he 
Nation. In church circles they call 
him the Great Visionary of our Age. 
All over Afr ica and am ong the Afro­
Ameri cans !.hey call him Our Pride . 
Somewhere else he is refe rred to as 
the G reat Leader of Africa . 

Scholars of different d isciplines 
have all co ncurred that he ts 
the most original thinker , most. 
a rt iculate speaker , most simple in 
lifes tyle, a nd most organ ised a nd 
d isc iplined in t ime- m a nagement .. 11 <" 
sin cerely believes what he says a nd 
courageously says wh a t he beli eves. 
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___________________ Till~mmn@fuill ________________ __ 
Om:- reggae band in tlw 

Caribbean has released a n a lbun1 ti­
t led "The Statesman Who Brought 
Honour to Afri ca." The reco rd 
pra ises the PresiJent 's e•xemplary 
ap proach to life . lt, pra ises hi s gov­
ernment 's poli cy guide a.nd the re­
vi sed constituti on. 

Notorious leaders 

It recounts the prioriti es a nd initi a l 
achievem ents of hi s five-year pl a n. 
However, the last pa rt. of t he record 
is very ha rsh with Afri can leaders, 
dead and alive, who have ki li ed , 
imprisoned , tor tured , exileJ a nJ 
impoveri shed their own pC'o plc . The 
record calls ou the people o r A !'rica 
never t.o be deceiveJ again . 

Then conws the ''No Morp'' and 
"Sh am e on You" part. where so lo 
voices shout. t he names of some 
notorious Afri can leaders. T he lis t. 
is long and cont roversial. Yo u 
hear t he na mes of fdi Ami11, 
Boka.ssa, Samuel Doe, J\: a runw, 
Sekou To ure, I\: amuzu Ba nd a, Si mi 
Barre, Mobutu, Mengist.u , Ab acha, 
Eyadem a, 1\: a bil a and others. To 
t he astonishment of ~ome peo ple. 
the record mentions severa l na mes 
of certain fi gures in fo rm er libera t.ion 
movements in Afri ca who bru tali sed 
t heir ow n followers in ex il e. 

Some of Lhese people a re no\\' 
holding important pos itions in gov­
ernments. This record has becomP 
so popul ar and fascin at ing th a t a t 
t.imes a person find s himself o r her­
self singing o r bumming it. s poll ta­
neo usly. Som e governm ents have a t­
tempted in vain to suppress it. by 
banning it fro m their sta te radi os 
a nd telev ision. One di et. a tor Pres­
ident went to address Lhe st.u dent.s 
at. the uni ve rsity where he 11·as also 
chauce llor . 

As he ascend f' d the ros t.runi , 
ready to start. wi t h his speech , t.he 
students burst. in to tile las t. par t. o r 
t his record. His own nallle 1n t:> 
mentioned a mongs t. the shou t. s or 
"No !J.ore" a nd "Sh ame on You." 
The chance llor sLart.ccl sweat.ing a ll 
over , shivering and coll a psing on the 
rostrum . The students continued to 
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Sing louder and louder until he was 
carri ed away into the alllbul a.nce by 
hi s per~ona l gua rds. 

Doing things diffe r ently 

Jt \\'ould t. a ke page~ to descri be 
t.lt e characte r of t.lw presiJent or 
t.o emmiera. t.e wh a t he has doue in 
the J-irs t. four yea rs of his lea.dersh ip . 
Ile is one indi vidu al who a.lwa.ys 
do<"s things Jiff'e re, nt.ly. He' speaks 
of !.he genuine Second iilw ra t.i OII o f 
Africa.. His firs t. a.ppea ra iJ Ce' in 
Addis r\.b a ha a t. the OA U s ummit 
le ft. t.h e world wi t llOul word s. His 
was t. hP sm a lles t. , cli ea p<>s L !Jut. mos t 
effect ive dPiega.l ion, consist ing of 
h imse iL tlw minister of fo reign 
a ffairs a.nd a n,present.at. ive of t he 
III edia . Th ey 111 ad(, use of eco uo 111 y 
class t ickets. They bookc>d int o 
a gues t. hou:-w on Lhe outskir ts of 
Ad dis Aba ba.. T hey made> USC' or 
a taxi to a nd from t. he meet.i ngs 
a nd they wNe a lways t.l w fir s t. t.o 
a rri ve . T hroughout. t he nwe t.in gs he 
dresses casua ll y whil e ot.lter lc><H ier:; 
cha nged d ot.l ws c>ve n three t. i1ne:; a 
day. One di cta tor mili tary l e;~de r 
had his \\'h ole chest. covered II' illt 
111 C'cials a ucl his should ers deco ra ted 
wit h sc>vPra l go lde n :;t.ars. llom·vPr. 
t h<' pres id ent. was the one 1d1o rPa ll y 
\\'e n(. wit h concret.c> id (-'as how t.o 
OVP rCO II W Clll'l'e ll L prob iPlll S far ing 
Afr ica and how t.h e conr.inent should 
Illove wit. h digni ty int o t. lw :2 1s t 
('l' IIt.ury and lwyo nd . T he pa rt. of t lw 
Pres ident. ·~ OAL1 spePc lt whi r lt was 
widely hail ed a nd echoPd was whc 11 
lw called on Afri ca n leaders not t.o 
cling to power or ta m per wi t h t.l wir 
na ti ona l constitution:; unii cc<>ssa ril y. 
He nrgecl t.iiPlll t.o fo llow rPce, nt 
e:'Xi\.lllj"li t'S ,.;!'[ hy J'( 'S JH'C t.ed s t . a l .e'S IIH~ ll 
like .J ulius NyP rc, rt', NP iso ti i'd a nde' l<t 
a.nd [\:e t.umil t' 1\l as in'. 

Prepare s his own spcedws 

The int.erest. i11 g thing i:; t.h a. t ll w 
st.a.f[ in t.hf' Pres ident's o ffi ce a re no t 
hurdcned wit.l1 prepa rin g :; pe 't'cl w:; 
fo r him ; t hey compil e wh a t. t.lw 
Pres ident. has sa id and they enj oy it. 
very mu ch . \Vheu addressing peopl e' 
or wha tever catego ry, t.h e preside•nt 
never reads out hi s SJ>c 'ec lws. ll e 
speaks fron1 t.h c l1ea rt., as !IC' 
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a lway:; says. lie 11!"\·e-•r shuut.s 
sloga ns, threatens or insul ts peo ple 
a t. pu blic lll eetin gs . Be :; pea ks 
of empowering a nd g ivtng VISion 
Lo t he people. Thousands a nd 
t. housa11ds woul d fl ock to publ ic 
mee tings when t hey kn ew t ha t. t lw 
pres ident. wo ul d speak. He refu ses to 
rPfer to the people as t he ''masses," 
arguing t hat. t he t.Prm was co ineJ 
by the advocates of t.otalit.a.ri a 11ism . 
At t.h e beginnin g Lhe presidenl. 
had dif-ficul ty in convincing t.h e 
people to cease se rvile behav iour like 
dancing in front of him . ca rry i11 p; 
his bri efcase, opening doo rs for 
him , etcete ra.. He re11 1inded them 
to t reat him likf> a ny body else. 
T hough t he prPs ide nt. has been 
given so-call ed SJWC ia l adviso r:; and 
co nsul tants. loca l a nd expat. ria t.e. IH· 
has a spec ia l ea r a nd heart fo r t hC' 
ViCWS a nd fee lings of t hP o rd ina ry 
peo ple. \Yith hi s loca ll y-a:;se' mhl l'd 
Toyota Crl'Ss id a, lw d t·iws ft·e•t•ly 
wherever he ll' aut.s t.o go. day 
o r night . He refu s<>s to have' a 
cha uffe ur a nd hodyg ua.rds . rr.­
goPS t.o weddin gs. ba rh e•c ue's, :-<occe• r 
mat.clws, or to chu rc h. li P C'al.:;. 
drinks, da nces, :; in gs a nd tlli xes ll' it h 
peo ple like a ny body else. During 
f'Pst.ive• ,.;e •a:;o ii :-<. t he l'rr·s icle• nt II'O ttl d 
go t.o hi s home, vill age' as is I lw 
cust0111 wit h ma ny pc>o pl t>. 

Mode st p e rsonality 
It is a known fa ct t. ha t t. lw PrPsi­
dent has grPat ditfi cul t.y ll' it h a IJ u:; t 
of protoco l p rocedun,:; , dull fori lla l­
ities a nd burea ucrati c const ra in ts. 
lle di slikes fig urehead t i t.les. li e re,­
r·uses his ph o t.os bei11 g hung Pl·e• ry­
where. li e a rgued aga inst. !win g t hC' 
sy mbo li c co nima nd er- in -chi e[ o f hi s 
cOU II t ry·s dt.fe nce fo rce . He> rc> f1e se•d 
l.o ilC' chamcll or o r a ny of t. lw fo ur 
ttni vc> rs itiPs in the co unt.ry. li e a r­
gueJ t. hat he he, li eve:-; in a 11 d up­
ho ld :; t.he pri11 cipi C' o f T <1nd '.L' (Tra i11 
a 11 cl Trust ). !J o\YPI·e r, t he 1-'res ide 'nt 
is <1 11 honoura ry lllPllliWr of ll lU II _\' 
o rga 11isa ti ons , clt1 bs allll soc ie1 ies. 
l t. i:; at soc ial ouasions II' IIC'rc, I.lt e 
Pres ident. ll'o uld draw mat.c> ri a l fo r 
hi s speec hes. l~x-combara nt.s 1ro td d 
t.h a.nk him t.ha t. t. hey haJ no t. bC'e ti 
forgot. Le n a nd l (~ ll jobless as had 
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be' f' IJ the case in SO IJW count.ri es. Ex­
refugees would urgP hin1 t.o e' tl co ur­
agc Lit e 11 a ti o n t.o acco rd Afri ca n 
lt osp i t.a l it.y t.o rd't tgel's, so_j o u rti Prs 
a nd visitors in th e ir mids t. . l~ x­
cr imin a. ls wo uld te ll him lww they 

had l>een ro bhing, raping, ho use­
brea kin g, s mugg ling, defra udin g t.he 
prev io us gow'rtinJe nt.s, etcPte ra. , a nd 
why t hey ha d dec ided to abandon 
crimina lity. Ex- pros titutes wo uld 
urge hint t.o de li ve r a n insp irat io na l 
speec h against such a. socia l v ice. 

Eve n ex-lwa.u ty cont.es t. a nts wo uld 
tf' ll him o r the dil emma. of being pa­
rad f' d like an im a ls at. a n a uct io n. 

T he Pres id ent would thc u ad­
dress such issues so e lo quentl y to 
Pmpower a nd encourage t.h P iWO­

pl f' to lead a s imple• ami di g 11iri ed 
life. li e> wo uld e ~ ve n go t.o t.hl' ex­
t.e' nt. o f t0 lling hi s audie nce t.h a. t. it. 
is not. a lo t. o f m o twy in t.h f' han k. 
a big and luxurio us ho use o r ca r. 
t he latest fas hi o n dress o r a di amond 
1\'e' dding riug which wo uld tnake life 
mo re m ea ningful o r give a 1w rso n 
rea l dignity in life. lie wo uld e labo­
rate o tt the co uce pt. of '' full poc ket.s 
and empty hea rts. " B e state's that. 
the secre t. t.o a h appy a nd clignifi Pd 
life I if's in se lf-denia l and conce rn for 
ot. he r peo ple's wdfare a ttd succt'sses. 

True service 

it. is wo rth mentionin g how t lw 
Pres ident. had a ppo inted a t.ean1 of 
a ble ami dedicated tuen a nd ,,·o m en , 
blac k a nd white, yo un g a nd o ld , II OIL­
pa rtisa n po li t. ici<-tns a nd t.ec ltuona t.s. 
a qua rt e r o f the SIZC of t.he 
prev io us cabin et a nd nlll ch chea per 
in ntany ways. Uefo re a.ppo int.ing 
t.hi s ca binet .. th e prc,s ident. gave a 
three-ho ur a ddress Lo Lit e 11 a ti o n 
exp la ining. a m o ngs t ot he rs . what. 
Lrue se rvice to t he· nat. io n II Ieans. 
ll e-' bemoa ned pPo ple who asp ire 
Lo go to pa.rli ament wit.h the sole 
iu t.ent. io n o r enri ching t hem selves 
allll to pave tl w ll'ay fo r th eir families 
a nd next. o f kin. He emphasised t.hat 
to day a. leader who is a combination 
o f being m ost si ntple and lnuniJie, 
most. t ru t hful , m os t rea dy Lo a.d111it. 
mistakes a nd m os t. ltardwo rkin g is 
t he g reat.est of a ll. This was t.l1e 
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type o f pe rson he was lookin g fo r 
t.o work ll'ith in <-1 (,(>an t. He did 
IJ Ol. CO II CC'ctl tlw fact. that. t.l w CO llll t ry 
has 111 <1 ny s uch reli ab le peo ple w ho 
_ju st need lw ide ntified . Lle discussed 
t.he dift'erence be•t.ween good a nd 
bad leade rs hip . fi e a lso explained , 
g iving concre t.e ex amples in Afri ca. 
a nd e lsewlw re, h ow corr uption, 
nepotism , bribe ry, fa vouritism an d 
sq uander ing o f tax- payers' m o ney 
would lead to nat io na l disaste r and 
bloodshed a t one o r ot he r stage in 
t he life o r a n at io n. He warn ed t.h e 
nation against bad leade rs hip , us ing 
a. fam ous African proverb whi ch 
says: " 'iVhen t.he fish ge t.s rotte n , it. 
a ll starts from t he bead ." 

Dislike of grovelliug 
Th e President spo ke o f leaders who 
tax the ir peo ple so heav il y but. use 
t. he n LOney t.o pay the ttt se lves btg 
salaries, hu ild the mse lves expe nsive 
sLate and gove rnm ent ho uses , buy 
t. he lllsel ves most lux urio us ca rs a nd 
a irpl a nes. He, spoke o r leaders wh o 
a re in the ha bit o r hosting lav ish par­
ties a nd receptions with taxpaye r 's 
m oney. He e la borated o n the de ht. 
yo ke w here leaders from poo r co uii­
t.ri es borrow huge a m o unts o f m o nt'y 
which, in t he end , t heir coun t ri es 
wo uld not be ab le to pay back . lle• 
a dd ed that. o ft en t.his Ill o ney does 
no t. reach Lh e peo p le in whose name 
it. was borrowed . He a lso gave ex­
amples of leaders who sLas h vast. 
amounts of m o ney in fo reig n ba n ks . 
In m ost cases t.his m o ney has bee, ll 
sto len in o nP way or a no th er . li e 
categorised a ll s uch acts as in s t.it.u­
t io na lised ro bbery a nd fraud. il P 
we nt into som e detail about t.lw fo l­
low ing as leadin g items o f his gov­
ernm ent 's five year pri o riti es : edtt­
ca tio tl . wate r s uppli es t.o rur a l a. rc•a.s. 
primary hea lt h ca re~. ho us ing , lo­
ca l proc(·ss ing inclnst. ri es . e t. cet.c> ra .. 
A.dd ressi ng t.lt f' fu t.u rc' o f denwc racy 
in Afri ca, t.h P Pres ident. ide ut.ifi cd 
e thni city o r tribalism a nd c la ni sm 
as futur e threats wit.h t.lw pot e n­
t.ia.l t.o blow nat.i o ns a!lll eontmtmi­
Li es apart if no t handled w i t.h u nde r­
standing a nd wisdom. He cauti o ned 
against m o nopolis t.i c te nde nci es a.nd 
enco uraged civic soc iet ies, ittcluclitt g 
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t rade unio ns, st ud ent. o rganisat io11s. 
women's g ro ups, etcete ra. , t.o wel­
come differPtt ces and a.pp rec ia.t.e uu­
ex pect.e>d cha ll enges fro m new qllar­
te rs. For example. t.wo o r t.hree-• 
s tudent o rgan isat ions in the CO UII­
try wo uld se rve the st ud en t. popu­
lat io n bette r if they saw t he wi s­
do m in apprec iating, s ttppl e nw nt.­
ing a nd enri chi11 g ea ch o t.lte r r athc:r 
than emba rkin g on futil e a nd obso­
lete ex e rcises of di screditing a nd ttll­
d ermining each o t.her . The presidc 11 t 
call ed ttp o n t.h e nat io n , pa rti cula rl y 
the church and t.lw 111 edia., to assist. 
hi s cabinet, 110!. t hrough grovelling, 
w hite washing , fl attery a nd boo tlick­
ing but by plain and candid criti­
c ism. He surprised some o f his lis­
tene rs when he praised a nd t ha nked 
o ne loca l newspaper which has been 
ve ry c ritical o f hi s gove rnment. and 
which ha d exposed traces o f mal­
practice in !Jigh offi ces. Ht' cha l­
lenged this ue wspapt> r to pick up 
m o re courage a nd c:a. ll a spade a 
spade. He cha ll enged a.ll m embe rs 
of parliament , whether of t.lte rul­
ing o r o ppos itio n par t ies, no t·. t.o de­
fend t!J e ir parties but to defend t he 
truth a nd t he best interes ts o f t.h t> 
nation. He warned aga inst t.he dan­
ger of '"comrades" cove ring up fo r 
·'comrades ." T his was th e malady o f 
t. he OAU during t.lw last. :30 years o f 
its e xistence. This was a lso t.he main 
co ntributing fac tor t.o tlte co ll a ps0 
o f t.lw soc ia li s t system. Finally, t.lw 
preside nt. was ~·xpli c iL in stat ing that 
t.he prob lems fac ing m a ny count.ri es, 
s uch as un employment , in creas in g 
crime, lac k of educatio na l a nd lll cd­
iccll fac iliti es . shor tage of ho us ing 
a nd sky rocke ting cost of living were 
not n a.t. u ra l catast ro phes; they were 
m a n-mad e and there fo re s urmo unt­
a ble . Hcferrin g to a discuss io n he 
had l.lt L' previo us Pvening with a d el­
egat.iotl o f t.ro ubl es hoot.e r st udents 
from the four uni vers ities, t he pres­
ide nt concluded by say ing t.ltat even 
if he would dro p d ead tlw fo ll ow­
ing d ay. he wo uld depart. in peace 
and very o ptimist.ic ahout. the futur e 
o f Africa , including t.ltat o f his o w11 
country. 
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