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THE COLONIES

Eg¢ypi, the Key 1o the Brilish World
Empire
By Ariel,

The acufe crisis through which European capitalism is
passing is felt throughout the orient, While in Europe the capitalis(
sysfem of economics is in a state of complete dissolution, and the

arate bourgeoisies are preparing fresh military enterprises
ich will increase the exient of the collapse, colonial capitalism
in the orient sees its foundations threatened by the awakening of
the subjugated peoples. The colonial imperial powers are threat-
ened everywhere two sirong revolutionary forces, which,
fo a great /extent, work together—the movement for national
ce and the action of the native workers. The vast
masses of workers and peasants in the colonial and semi-colonial
countries, starved by foreign capitalism and native feudalism
gl.!h, are marching forward on the road to emancipation. The
th which they have fo follow is strewn with the victims of a
merciless reaction. The ﬁﬁt which they have o carry on on
two battle-fronts—against foreign infruders and against the
brutal native bourgeoisie—is with difficulties. But the
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and the %feat cotion supplier for the {extile indusiry of Man-
chester;— igy‘pt is the key to that empire on which the sun
never sefs, The emancipation of Eﬁsl would be a stab in the
heart of the British empire. The whole sysiem of British impe-
rialism would be shaken, and one pillar of world capitalism
would be overthrown. = For this reason, the struggle being
conducted by the Egyptian people for its emancipation is one
of immense significance for the international proletariat. - The
revolution which is to overthrow London must go by way of
India and Egypt.

What can give national independence to the Egyptians?
Nothing but the proletarian revolution of the great productive
masses of the Egyptian people, a revolution at once political
and social, will be able to secure the real independence of the
country. Any other independence would be disappointment or
delusion.

The Wafd el Masri movement, under the leadership of
Saad Taglul, does not, in reality, aim at fighting England
—despite the people’s emrthusiasm for this movement, and despite
the English persecution of Saad—it only seeks to make a com-
promise, This party is led by rich bourgeois elements and is the
organization of the large land-owners and Eg glian capitalists.
These, on the one hand, are the competitors og ‘uglish banking
and commercial capital, but on the other hand, their own class
inferesis prevent them [rom desiring a complefe break with
England. Whait they are striving for is an independence with
England’s agreement. This is shown by Saad’s proposals, and
the repeated declarations that England’s special rights at the
Suez canal and in the Scudan are to be recognized. This mode-
rafe movement was first forced to the left by the Egyptian people
at ils great demonstrations in 1919--1920, which were dispersed
?y Enﬁlish cannon and machine guns. At the same time
‘ngland’s clumsy policy of perseculiuf Saad converted him into
a p(;_pular figure. But in its fight for national independence,
the Egyptian people will find itself faced by its class enemies;
not only by the court, by King Fuad, and by thehigher bureau-
cracy, but also by the large bourgeoisie, for whom the problem of
national independence consists of ils desire {0 possess a monopoly
in {he exploitation of the Egyptian working masses. What allies
has the Egyptian people in its struggle against English
oppression, except Soviet Russia, and the inlernational proletariat
gathered around the flag of the 111 International? The etruggle
of the Egyptian people for indeEendence is an expressly anti-
capitalist siruggle. All the banks in Egp)l. except the small
Masri bank, are foreign banks, in which English capital domi-
nates. The cotfon market is ruled by English financiers, behind
whom there stand the textile industrial undertakings of Lanca-
shire. The sfafe finances are under the conirol of the English
financial advisor. And a greal part of the cultivated land in
Fgypt and the Soudan is burdened with morigages held by
foreign banks.

The left wing of the nationalists (Hisb el Watani), which
is composed of petty bourgeois elements, and stands for the
complete indepemglce of Egypt, believes that it can carry on the
Struggle against England on a national basis alone, by nplotm
the antagonism of the various imperialisms. But these are chi
ideas. The various European states are inclined to let Egyptian
nationalism take part in the imperialist game on condition that
Egyptian nationalism will not make any serious stir, and dces
not threaten the status quo, The Egyptian nationalists had proof
of this during the revolutionary movement of 1920. Scargely
had the revoll become threatening in character, when the Euro-
pean colonies in Alexandria demanded English infervention. It
is to the common interest of all colonial imperialisms, F
Italian or English, to stand by one another against the na
claims of orpteued ?eoples. The anfagonisms exisfing in the
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