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=—— New York United Labor May Day Parade to Union Square =—

The United Labor May Day Conference appeals to all the
workers of New York to turn out in their many thousands to
demonstrate this year their solidarity and determination to fight
against war and fascism side by side with the workers of all other
countries. Let the mighty voice of the New York workers ring
out against Nazi and Fascist despotism in Italy and Germany
and Austria.

Demonstrate this May First for unemployment insurance
and other social security legislation.

WASHINGTON SQUARE is the mobilization point for all
contingents except garment workers.

The contingent headed by the COMMUNIST PARTY (OP-
POSITION) will form on Washington Square South—from West
Broadway to Washington Square East, facing west. All C. P. O.
members and friends are instructed to be on location at 9 A. M.

C. P. 0. MEMBERS AND FRIENDS PROCEED TO THE
POLO GROUNDS IMMEDIATELY AFTER PASSING THE
REVIEWING STAND IN UNION SQUARE.
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NATIONALISTS IN French Communists Gain; People’s

BALKAN GLASH |

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia—Peas-
ant uprisings against Serbian Ias-
cists resulted in the death of sev-|
eral fascists and one Croat peas-|
ant. The Croats are an oppressed
nationality in Yugoslavia, wherein:
Serbians have a larger voice in;
governmental policies, altho not:
themselves the ruling nationality.|
Yugoslavia is one of the results of
the Versailles treaty.

These killings are the culmina-
tion of a terroristic struggle which
began with the assassination of
two Croat leaders on April 10. The
Serbs are now pressing for the
declaration of martial law, directed
principally against the Croats.

ARAB-JEWISH RIOTS

TEL-AV1V, Palestine — Racial
riots between Arabs and Jews in
this city reflected increasing unrest
in the domains of British Imperial-
im, altho its expression is still
cleverly directed in the intcrests of
England.

11 were killed and more than 50
were hurt in riots and counter-
riots. The government issued mar-
tial law orders, coupled with a dec-
laration of “impartiality,” and the
situation is temporarily “in hand.”
The Arabians maintain that the
Jews are acquiring too much land,
and arc being favored by Britain.
Especially do they request the lim-
itation of Jewish immigration,
which has increased since Hitler’s
rise to power. A delegation of
Arabs presented these demands to
the British High Commissioner who
referred them to the Colonial Of-
fice in London.

The Jewish elements counter-
posed their demands: removal of
governmental offices from Jaffa
(of mixed population) to Tel-Aviv
(Jewish “capital”); feeding and
housing, at government expense, of
all Jews forced to flee from Jaffa
to Tel-Aviv.

While the nature of the reports
make it seem like a struggle be-
tween an Arabian proletariat and
a Jewish Dbourgecoisie, this is not
strictly true. Both races have class
divisions, which the Colonial Office
of Britain deliberately Dblurs,
fostering intense nationalism and
racial opposition to split the forces
which might unite to overthrow
the real enemy—England. It is the
latter which, playing one against
the other, maintains its rule over
both.

PATRONIZE THE
CANTON -~
- CAFETFRIA

46 GRAHAM AVENUE
Corner Cook St.

The only 100% union house in
the neighborhood

PURE FOOD
MODERATE PRICES

“WHERE KNITGOODS
WORKERS MEET”

BRADLEY’'S .-
. CAFETERIA

SEASONABLE
FOOD

AT
REASONABLE
PRICES

6th Ave. at 14th Street

Front Saves

Early returns from France indi-
cate a general trend towards vic-
tory for the People’s Front, plus a
tremendous gain for the Commu-
nist Party candidates as such. The
arrangement reached between the
Radicals, the Socialists, and the
Communists, was for separate runs
on the first ballot for each party,
and then mutual support on the
run-off to get a “people’s fronter”
in office.

Significant in these partial re-
turns are the gains of the Commu-
nist Party, which are estimated to
give them fifty to sixty seats in
the Chamber of Deputies. (They
had 10 in the past Chamber, a re-
sult of the “class against class”
policy). Altho elections afford the
merest surface indication of class
trends and forces, this is undoubt-
edly a reflection of the earnest-
ness of their campaign for unity.

The biggest losses for any single
party seem to be accruing to the

DEMANDS STATE
RUN MUNITIONS

Washington — Denouncing arms
manufacturers as warmakers, the
Scnate Munitions Committee called
for the complete nationalization of
the industry. A minority, while
agrecing with the criticism of the
munition makers’ methods, held
out for rigid Tederal control.

Hinting that regulatory meas-
ures are easily evaded, the ma-
jority, headed by Senator Nye of
North Dakota, recommended “gov-
crmment ownership of facilities
adequate for the construction of
all warships by the United States
Navy Department, also all gun
forgings, projectiles and armor
late, and of facililies adequate for
the production of powder, rifles,
pistols and machine guns necessary
for the United States War De-
partment.”

The committee minority opposed
nationalization on the ground that
it would prejudice the armament
needs of the nation. It argued that
the cost to the nation in times of
war would be prohibitive, the
peacetime schedule being incapable
of rapid expansion.

Every member of the committee
concurred in the following indict-
ment of the munition industry:
Bribery of officials is the most
nopular sales method of the differ-
cnt companies; Disarmament pro-
posals always meet their bete-noir
in the stubborn opposition of muni-
tion agents; Arms concerns “scare
nations into continued [rantic
expenditures” by playing up their
antagonisms. The war spirit is
generated this way; The War,
Navy, and Commerce Departments
are corrupted by the munition
companies. This is effected when
the armament manufacturers seek
to persuade government officials to
help them peddle munitions in for-
eign countries; Commercial inter-
ests often take precedence over

Greetings

from

J. S. D.

Radicals’ Strength

FORD OFFERS “HOPE”

Washington, Pa.—Now Henry
Ford will tell one.

In between dances at Washing-
ton and Jefferson College’s annual
revival of the quadrille, the auto-
mobile manufacturer, in gay spir-
its, delivered a message of hope
to the assembled youths:

“There is no field overcrowded
with ability. There are greater
things to be done than ever.”

Ford, from his great knowledge
as a millionaire, blamed the re-
lief system for the nation’s “lazi-
ness.”

ledgers of the Radical Socialists.
Those candidates who failed to
make demagogic use of the alli-
ance with the workers parties in
the People’s Front, for the most
part failed of re-election. Others,
like Edouard Herriot, may refuse
to participate in the run-off, be-
cause that would mean Socialist
and Communist support. This is a
partial reflection of the confusion
of policy within the ranks of the
Radical leadership, desiring, on the
one hand, the votes the Commu-
nists and Socialists can throw to
them, and on the other, fearful of
any “left” mandates. While the
Radical Socialists suffered a loss
of popular votes in the first bal-
lot, they will probably not lose
seats because of the People’s
Front, i.e., organized working class
votes, thrown to them by the S.P.
and C.P. Thus the turning away
of the masses from these capital-
ist politicians is checked by the
workers parties.

The campaign was accompanied
by the most ambiguous programs
seen in recent French elections.
On the major questions, all par-
ties (including the C.P.) are re-
ported to have skirted the issues
and resorted to vague phrases.

FERRERO DENIED
HABEAS WRIT

Vincent Ferrero and Domenick
Sallitto have been released on
$1,000 bail after three months de-
tention at Ellis Island. Writs of
habeas corpus in their behalf were
dismissed by Judge Caffey of the
Southern District in New York
City on March 26. Intention to ap-
peal was filed immediately. It took
almost two weeks to enter the
petition for appeal on record and
to have bail set by the court. Bail
was readily posted by the New
York Dressmakers Joint Board.
I.L.G.W.U. and both cases are now
to be put on calendar with the
Circuit Court of Appeals.

The Ferrero-Sallitto Defense
Conference has issued a pamphlet
which gives a concise outline of
the facts involved in the two cases.
Groups and organizations interest-
ed in the fight against deportation
and in helping in the struggle to
save Ferrero and Sallitto are urged
to order bundles of this pamphlet
for distribution. Copies will be for-
warded by the Conference upon
request. Address requests to Fer-
rero-Sallitto Defense Conference,
P. O. Box 181 Sta. D., New York,
N. Y.

Now that the two cases have
gone to the Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, the Ferrero-Sallitto Defense
Conference wishes to impress
upon its numerous friends, groups,
organizations, and trade unions,
the urgent need of assistance in
carrying the fight on to victory.
According to court rules, the

records of the two cases must be
printed and this will require a
large sum of money. Funds are
badly needed. We appeal to all
lovers of justice, labor unions, and
groups for contributions to keep
the agitation alive with mass meet-
ings, and continued protests to the
Labor Department at Washington.

“national policy” in the minds of
the munition makers.

From the last point it can be
seen that the majority in the Sen-
ate’” Munitions Committee has been
motivated not by general humani-
tarian considerations, but by nar-
row patriotic ones alone. In fact,
even if their intentions were en-
tirely commendable, their nation-
alization proposal could do no
good. It would only serve to give
the munition manufacturers more
direct control over the government
than they now enjoy. For this rea-
son the whole scheme should be
taken with a grain of salt. Far
from being a step toward social-
ism, it represents a dangerous evo-
lution toward a more centralized
state apparatus and a more effi-
c:ent war machine.

Greetings from
LERMAN BROS.
Stationers
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NEW YORK, N. Y.
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MAY DAY GREETINGS

Liberal Press, Inc.
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NEW YORK CITY

On the
LABOR FRONT

GANGSTERS RULED ROOST

At the hearings held by the
State Division of Licenses to deter-
mine whether “private detective”
agencies should be relicensed, the
rule of gangdom in the strike-
breaking racket was revealed. The
American Confidential Bureau, Inc.,
which supplied “guards” in the
recent NY building-service strike,
was seized by these same gangster-
strikebreakers because their pay
was not forthcoming. Such eminent
underworld characters as Spinelli,
an associate of the recently arrest-
ed Luciano, Brocco an associate of
Salvatore Spitale, and others, were
members of a gang which took the
agency out of the hands of a Cap-
tain Lynch. The latter had original-
ly offered the agency 500 men for
$1.00 a head—"‘fine appearing men
for the Park Avenue section.”
Once Lynch and his crew were
ousted, the rival gang ran things
to suit themselves—and the real-
estate owners.

* * *

COLORADO BARS LABOR

Colorado’s governor issued a
martial law order to turn back all
alien and native laborers attempt-
ing to enter the state. The govern-
or claimed that the railroads and
the beetsugar firms planned whole-
sale importations of “cheap labor.”
The various firms involved denied
this and stated that they were hir-
ing their workers from the Federal
and State relief rolls. The chair-
man of the board of Great West-
ern, however, stated that “we’ll em-
ploy all the beet labor available.”
The National Guard has been call-
ed in to enforce the governor’s
order.

* * *
WEST COAST AGREEMENT

The 1934 award was made the
basis of an agreement between the
Longshoremen’s Union and the
Waterfront Employers Association
in San Francisco. The men had
been locked out for a week, when,
after refusing to handle the cargo
of a ship that had been struck in
the Eastern Ports as a protest
against the low wage agreement,
the employers retaliated by refus-
ing to hire thru the union hiring
hall. Judge Sloss, Federal arbit-
rator, said the award had not been
in effect since about Nov. 1935, and
demanded that the union agree not
to stop work during disputes over
“hot” cargo. Enforcement of the
1934 award means maintenance of
the principle of hiring thru the
union hall, a victory won thru the
1934 Strike.

* * *
UNEMPLOYED SEIZE
LEGISLATURE

The Workers Alliance of Amer-
ica, now the unified organization
of the unemployed, took over the
Jersey Assembly in the struggld
to force the Legislature to pass a
bill for relief.

* * *

UNION ORGANIZER
KIDNAPPED

The American Federation of
Hosiery Workers, now in conven-
tion at Philadelphia, sent appeals
to the Department of Labor and to
the governor of Tennessee, for the
arrest of three men who kidnappea
and slugged Matt Lynch, an or-
ganizer of the Union in Tennessee.
George Googe, a Southern Repre-
sentative of the A. F. of L. said
that he would “as soon live under
the worst foreign dictators as at-
tempt to function as a labor or-
ganizer in certain sections of the
South.” The Union is planning a
big drive to organize the southern
mills, in which they will also have
to struggle against those state
governments which are using
Federal funds to build mills which
will be turned over to manufac-
turers as an inducement to come
South.

WORKERS AGE

Russian peasants salute Red Army plane

An oil gusher—Russian style. Note trees in foreground

On the occasion of
MAY DAY

WORKERS AGE

extends Communist
greetings to the
workers and farmers
of the

SOVIET UNION

vanguard of the
international
proletariat

Parachutists ready to defend Soviet Union

Relaxation after a day’s work on a collective farm

Russia’s collectivized agriculture is being electrified

The future Marshals of the Red Army
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C.1.0. TURNS TO STEEL UNION
WITH PLAN FOR ORGANIZATION

Washington—Steel workers were
offered] the cooperation of the Com-
mittee for Industrial Organization
in their attempt to organize the in-
dustry, a communication from
John L. Lewis and Charies P.
Howard to Michael F. Tighe, Pres-
ident of the Amalgamated Associa-
tion of Iron, Steel & Tin Workers,
reveals.

$500,000 goes along with the
Committee’s offer of physical as-
sistance. The only requirements
made of Tighe are that he adopt
industrial unionism as the organ-
izational form of his drive and
that he appoint capable and re-
spected organizers.

The Committee for Industrial
Organization discussed the matter
privately with the head of the
Amalgamated Associated before
making its proposal public. It will
be recalled that a similar offer was
made to President William Green
a little whiie ago.

Sections of the letter follow:

“The unions making up the C.I.
0. will pledge financial and organ-
izational aid to an early joint cam-
paign to organize the steel indus-
try, on the same two conditions
that we have already proposed to
President Green. That is to say:

HAIL
WORKERS AGE
Fighter for
Revolutionary Unity
GROUP OF

YOUNG
COMMUNISTS

1) “We require assurance that
all stecl workers will have the
right to remain united in one in-
dustrial union. As applied to the
joint campaign now proposed, this
means that the industrial jurisdic-
tion of the Amalgamated Associa-
tion must be respected, and the
members organized must be pro-
tected against future division be-
cause of jurisdictional claims of
craft unions.

2) “Leadership of the campaign
must be such as to inspire confi-
dence of success, and unions con-
tributing to the campaign should
be represented in its direction.

“We propose that a joint com-
mittee be established, on which the
Amalgamated Association will be
represented as well as the C.I.O.
and other unions willing to con-
tribute to a joint campaign.”

The C.I.O. declares that it wrote
to Green first “because of the fact
that recent conventions of the A.
F. of L. have instructed President
Green to inaugurate an organizing
campaign in the steel industry.”
Their present offer will be acted
upon at the April 28 meeting of
the Amalgamated Association.

Green’s answer to the C.I.O.
proposal ignored the industrial
unionism proviso, but indicated
that the offer of trained organizers
would be considered by the Execu-
tive Council of the A. F. of L.
A. O. Wharton, president of the
International Association of Ma-
chinists, did refuse to contribute
any funds or organizational assist-
ance to a joint A. F. of L. cam-
paign.

Did you do your share
for $5,000 fund?

GREETINGS!

to
WORKERS AGE
In its struggle for
United May Day
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The Dressmakers Union

speaking for its

105,000 dressmakers, greets you on this oUth
anniversary of the International Workers

holiday - MAY FIRST!

In 1886, the first May-Day celebration in
the United States was the result of the demand

for an 8-hour-day. Soon,

the International

Working Class movement adopled this day as
a holiday when the workers throughout the

world demonstrate their
voice their demands for a

united force and
better life.

[t is, therefore, fitting and proper that, on this
historic holiday, we sound the call—

—TOILERS OF THE

WORLD UNITE

—AGAINST ECONOMIC

EXPLOITATION!

—AGAINST POLITICAL

UPPRESGION!
—AGAINST BARBA

RIC NAZISM!

—AGAINGT MEDIEVAL FASCISM!

A united, aggressive working class is the only

weapon to prevent GHEEDY MUNITION-
MARKERS AND IMPERIALIST VULTURES

from plunging us into
repetition of 1914!

WORKERS OF TH
WE SALUTE

another bloody

E WURLD,
YOU!

Joint Board Dress & Waistmakers’ Union
LLGWU

JULIUS HOCHMAN, General Manager

BEN EVRY, President

PHILLIP KhAPP, Secretary-Treasurer

WORKERS AGE

ALL SET FOR THE MAY DAY PARADE TO UNION SQUARE

FOR PRESIDENT

| WATERIA

N
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The Socialist Party Primaries in N. Y.

By A. E.

Election primaries are usually
disregarded in working class poli-
tics in determining policy and
party leadership. This tradition
had been true of both the Socialist
and Communist Parties for a good
many years. The recent New York
primaries, however, saw a rever-
sal of this attitude in the Socialist
Party elections. Both the Militant
and Old Guard factions engaged in
a bitter campaign to secure a legal
status before the eyes of the public.
Both factions girded themselves
for the fray prior to the voting
and urged their respective mem-
berships to win vindication before
the voters of New York. The win-
ners—the Militants—now proclaim
themselves justifiedly the Socialist
Party of New York deserving the
support of all good Socialist voters.
They have received the endorse-
ment of both party membership
and voters. The Old Guard has
reversed its pre-election statements
that “the enrolled Socialist voters

. control the party.” It now
inveighs against that “faction
which . . . violated an unwritten
law of the party since its origin,
that the membership organization,
not outsiders, should determine
party policies, principles and con-
trol.” This is the old story of the
fox and the sour grapes.

Slim Margin for Militants

The actual results of the pri-
maries are significant in more
ways than one. From a numerical
angle, the totals show a sharp de-
cline from previous primaries. The
entire vote throughout the state
was about 7700. The Militants led

by about 700 votes, although they
trailed the Old Guard in the up-
state returns by 4 votes. A closer
analysis of the city returns re-
veals that the Old Guard won
Bronx County by 29 votes and lost
out in Brooklyn by 62 votes. The
latter county represents the high-
est concentration of enrolled So-
cialist voters. The vote in New
York City indicates that the Mili-
tants led by approximately 700
votes and thus ensured their state
victory. If Algernon Lee’s state-
ment, that the enrolled voters are
75% non-party members, is true,
one can begin to realize how steep
has been the decline in Socialist
Party membership. This decline
becomes more accentuated when
one realizes that the total party
membership in the state is divided
between the two warring factions.

Right Wing Organized

The primaries have very naturally
caused the two factions in the
Socialist Party to react in different
ways. The Old Guard continues
to bluster, threaten and organize.
They have organized the Inter-
state Conference of their factions
from New York, Massachusetts,
Maryland, Connecticut, and Penn-
sylvania pointing towards the na-
tional convention as their last
stand. This group continues to
maintain an uncompromising po-
sition, refusing to recognize the
authority of any decision be it that
of the Socialist Party membership
or the enrolled voters. The per-
spective of the Old Guard has be-
come very challenging and threat-
ens to lay the basis for a real
thorogoing national split. Louis
Waldman was cheered to the raft-

Labor Parties Greet Tom Mooney

Chicago, Il.—The Labor Party
of Cook County and the recently
organized State Labor Party have
sent warm replies to Tom Mooney
in answer to his telegrams of
greetings (see Workers Age, April
25) and have pledged to renew the
fight for the liberation of Mooney
and Billings.

The Cook County Labor Party
replied as follows under the sig-
natures of Dave McVey, Chairman,
Sarraine Loewe, Vice-Chairman and
George A. Meade, Secretary: “Your
greeting to the convention of the
Labar Party of Chicago and Cook
County were read and received
with the greatest enthusiasm. If
we are able to make our party as
faithful and courageous in the

cause of labor as you have been,
its service will be great. We will
work for effective working class
political action and for your free-
dom.”

The reply for the Illinois Labor
Party told Mooney that: “The Il-
linois Labor Party just organized
takes on added force from your
communication. We believe the
next convention to be held in three
months at Springfield, Illinois, will
show great gains in the union
labor support. We will strive to
build a Party strong enough to
give effective expression to Labor’s
demands and real help to you and
Billings. We send fraternal greet-
ings and thanks for your welcome
message.”

ers by the Old Guard membership
when he stated: “Unless the na-
tional convention seats the New
York delegation and the party
ceases to be a wing of the Com-
munist movement our conference
will be the beginning of a new
Socialist movement. . . . One thing
is sure. Wisconsin cannot remain
with Krueger, and if McLevy and
Stump leave, Wisconsin cannot re-
main. In New York we will con-
tinue to function as the Socialist
Party and the united front begun
by Thomas for May Day with the
Communist will continue from now
on.” This split orientation is di-
rected towards isolating the Mili-
tants from those sections of the
party which have gained parlia-
mentary successes. Their objectives
is to corral this group into a
separate organization based on
their principles of reformism. If
this is ever achieved, it will merely
be the preliminary step for a na-
tion-wide third party alliance such
as Hoan has already consummated
in Wisconsin with the LaFollette
machine.

Whether the Old Guard can
achieve its ends will depend a lot
on what Daniel Hoan, the political
axis of S.P. affairs, decides to do.
The right wing realizes this fact
very well, playing up the speech
of Hoan against the Communists
in the New Leader. They quote
with great glee and emphasis such
statements of Hoan’s as: “The
Communists are the deadliest of
enemies of the Socialists”; and “We
are unalterably opposed to any
form of dictatorship either of the
proletariat, of plutocracy, of the
press, of so-called law and order
leagues, or of any other kind or
nature.” This is very embarassing
for the Militants who can not af-
ford to reprint such statements or
proclaim these ideas of Hoan as
their own.

Militants Strengthened

The victory in the primaries
comes as an added weapon in the
fight of the Militants to receive
national recognition and secure na-
tional power. In addition to the
decision of the N.E.C., they can
now vaunt their independent
power as gained in the election.
They have both the moral and
legal right to proclaim themselves
the Socialist Party of New York.
This is cause for great rejoicing
in <cheir camp and amongst their
followers. Legal rights, after all,
still play a decisive role in a So-
cial Democratic Party! To have
beaten the Old Guard, however, is

Railroad Unions Set Up Committee
For the Liberation of Tom Mooney

“The Railway Clerk” for April
1936, reports having set up a spe-
cial body to conduct a campaign
for the freedom of Tom Mooney.
We reprint the item in full. Other
organizations are urged to set up
similar committees.

* * *

Acting on the initiative of the
New Orleans Convention of the
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks, a
group of officers and members of
the Standard Railway Labor Or-
ganizations in the San Francisco
Bay District have formed an or-
gunization known as the Railroad
Employes’ Committee for the re-
lease of Thomas J. Mooney.

It is the hope of the sponsors
of this new defense committee
that a mobilization of railway em-
ployes and their organizations
throughout the country will give a
new impetys to the long struggle
to free Tom Mooney. The pur-
pose of the committee, as its name
implies; is to devote its energies
to the release of America’s most
famous political prisoner, who for
nearly twenty years has languish-
ed in prison because of his activ-
ities in behalf of organized labor.

The new committee is composed

exclusively of railroad employes
and the representatives of their
unions, and is dedicated to the
one purpose of working for the
release of Tom Mooney. Its first
contribution was made by dele-
gates to our New Orleans conven-
tion who contributed in excess of
$200.

The long legal battle to free
Tom Mooney has entailed a tre-
mendous expense that has been
nmet by the nickels, dimes, and dol-
lars contributed by the thousands
of workers and liberals through-
out the country. The lawyers
handling the latest phase of
Mooney’s legal battle—his petition
for habeas corpus writ—have been
greatly handicapped by a lack of
funds.

G. F. Irvine, chairman of the
California Legislative Board of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire-
men and Enginemen, is chairman
of the new committee. H. C. Car-
rasco, division chairman, Brother-
hood of Railway Clerks, is sec-
retary-treasurer. Headquarters of
the Railroad Employes’ Committee
for the Release of Mooney are
located in Room 818 Pacific Build-
ing, San Francisco, Calif.

to have accomplished one-half of
their task. Their other objective,
assuming that they want and de-
cire a Marxist party, is to achieve

a revolutionary membership both:

in New York and in the ration.
What effects therefore will the pri-
maries have upon this aspect of the
question ? Will the primaries speed
up the process of leftward develop-
ments or act as a retarding in-
fluence? The answer to this lies
solely in an understanding of the
forces that made for the Militants’
victory.

An examination of the votes in
many districts underscores the
basic fact that the Militants have
won and have been able to out-
strip the Old Guard because of
the name of Norman Thomas. Any
cursory survey of the statistics
reveals that the Militants were
able to take districts in the City
which are regular right wing
strongholds in the party organiza-
tion. The most glaring example
of this is in the Yorkville district
where no right wing has ever been
defeated in organizational strug-
gles. Yet the Militants were able
te walk off with the honors because
of the tremendous attractive
powers of Norman Thomas as a
personality in the® eyes of many
Socialist voters. Throughout the
campaign the Militants showed

that they were very conscious of;

their main drawing card and con-
stantly charged the Old Guard
with using Thomas’s name, fraud-
ulently, to bamboozle the voters.
They have used the mame of
Thomas for all it’s worth: paid
homage to him as their leader; and
stuck with him to the bitter end.
This means that all the fine and
pretty principles the Militants have
been proclaiming as opposed to
that awful “reformist” organiza-
tion, the Comintern, can become

just so much humbug. Through
Thomas, the Militants are going
to continue to play the game for
all it’s worth. And it’s worth Dan
Hoan!

What Next?

Thomas damns the united front,
always covering himself with May
Day, Scottsboro, etc., praises Dan
Hoan to the skies and ignores the
latter’s venomous castigation of
the Communists. The Socialist
Call, taking its cue from the mas-
ter, writes a crawling review of
Dan Hoan’s latest ‘book filled with
nothing but hollow praise of a
rather hollow book. This is the
great revolutionary force that is
supposed to be the revolutionary
rallying point in the American la-
bor movement. In reality, its di-
rection is more and more towards
an acceptance of the fact that its
existence as a respectable and
large section of the Socialist Party
depends on Thomas and his follow-
ing. The Militants, instead of re-
garding this alliance as a tem-
porary organizational measure, are
becoming permanently dependent
on Thomas et al. and are declar-
ing a “moratorium” on revolu-
tionary principles. This will, in
all probability, reach its climax
at the national convention where
the Militants will ditch their “Draft
Program” and adopt the defensive
strategy of pushing for the re-
adoption of the Declaration of
Principles in opposition to the Old
Guard’s attempts to abolish the
Declaration of Principles as adopt-
ed in Detroit. This means dissen-
sion within the Militants and
should bring a recrystallization of
left forces out of the Militant
camp. If such should occur the
possibility of creating new revolu-
tionary forces within the S.P.
might be revived.
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T IS NOW fifty years since May Day was first celebrated as an in-
ternational working class holiday.

Looking backward in order to see more clearly ahead, one becomes
aware of how symbolical it is that May Day should have been first
celebrated as a day of solidarity and stock-taking in the U. S. It is the
American working class that has for years been facing the most
powerful citadel of world capitalist rule. Hence, it is entirely ap-
propriate to review briefly some of our common and significant prole-
tarian experiences before delving into problems and policies of today
and prospects and perspectives of tomorrow.

In more ways than one is May 1 of this year a milestone in the
annals of our own class struggles as well as in those of our brothers
and comrades in other countries. A. mere recital of some of the land-
marks of American labor history will confirm this.

At the close of the eighties the present American trade union
and political movements were first being conceived and born. Heroic
battles against the rising Yankee capitalist octopus soon baptized our
youthful, weak, inexperienced but fighting labor movement. The early
years of the 20th century saw giant struggles by American unionism in
behalf of tolerable working conditions. Recall the inspiring strikes of
the coal diggers for the shorter workday—to which May Day was first
dedicated as a holiday. These were the days when the first founda-
tions of America’s socialist movement were firmly laid. But, all in all,
American labor still had its eyes fixed on problems and panaceas within
its own national boundaries—practically isolated from international
Iabor, painfully provincial in outlook.

Soon the World War came. At the outset, and for a while, it lent
tremendous impetus to the development of American capitalism. Yet,
this holocaust, into which the U. S, itself was soon to be pitched, pre-
pared the soil for the flourishing of the germs of decay inherent in the
Wall Street economic order. While momentarily fanning the flames of
chauvinism, while for the moment sharpening certain divisions in the
ranks of the workers, the war, thru letting loose certain powerful
social and economic forces, laid the basis for the American working
class becoming more homogeneous in its composition and more inter-
national in its appreciation of times and tasks,

The Great Crisis followed with ruthless force. Millions of work-
ers were thrown out of the factories and into the streets. The ravages
of capitalist economic anarchy spread thru the U. S. as well as other
countries with deadly gait and fatal consequences. Illusions toppled
headlong. Seemingly eternal privileges of aristocratic labor started to
vanish into thin air. Negro and white workers found themselves in
the same flop houses, drinking the same foul coffee and eating the same
soggy dough misnamed bread. More than ever, native and foreign-
born worker were greeted by the same democratic bayonets and rep-
lican clubs when they dared strike for bearable conditions and living
wages.

Came the New Deal with its Roosevelt myth. The auto workers
were doublecrossed by President Roosevelt and President Green. The
great general textile strike was broken thru Roosevelt’s trickery and
the National Guard’s brutality. The wave of labor organization slowed
down and the trade unions began to consolidate and take stock. The
trend toward industrial unionism became marked. Leftward trends now
manifested themselves in the Socialist Party. Signs that the C.P. was
beginning to recover from its terribly protracted period of ultra-leftist
sectarianism multiplied. The C.P.0O. was extending its influence as the
consistent and determined champion of constructive, militant union-
ism, of a labor party based on the trade unions, of genuine unity of
action—the united front—among all organizations of labor.

May 1st 1936 marks a sort of a point of intersection of lines of
development over decades in the ranks of American labor. Today we
can see the beginnings—here and there still UNCLEAR—of the
maturity of certain meaningful trends in our own class as well as in
the lines of our enemy class—the big bosses, the mightly industrial and
financial overlords.

May 1st 1936 witnesses labor in a restive mood, increasingly self-
critical. It is an historic 'moment when the cumulative effect of decades
of development begins to take shape and form. This is the real mean-
ing of the launching of the Committee for Industrial Organization—td
date the most extensive and decisive organized effort for rebuilding
the trade unions and organizing new millions of workers on an indus-
trial basis. This is the import of the growing sentiment for a labor
party and the widespread belief that, before 1940, labor will be full
force in independent political action on a mass scale. Hence, the
rising demand for social insurance. Therefore, the significant begin-
nings of international solidarity on the part of American labor as
reflected in the help given to the victims of Fascist terror by a number
of powerful trade unions like the LL.G.W.U. Note the growing ad-
miration for and solidarity with the Soviet Union as a workers’ social-
ist republic. Hence the rising tide of hatred of imperialist war and
the mounting desire for peace.

May Day 1936 should be truly hailed a day of monumental sig-
nificance, as a day revealing, tho faintly, the beginnings of better days
for the workers of our own country as well as the workers abroad. No
one can exaggerate the importance of the C.P., the S.P., the C.P.O.
and a number of virile unions closing ranks in a United May Day de-
monstration, regardless of the still existing numerous differences. It
is a sign of the times: the slowly but surely developing unity in the
ranks of labor—the first prerequisite for victory in the struggle against
Fascism and imperialist war—the monstrous products of capitalism in
decay.

Kiay Day 1936—it is a day on which we should all draw strength
from our common international experiences, draw inspiration and
encouragement from our successes and the proper lessons from our
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(AN EDITORIAL)

N THE LAST two years the

political consciousness of the
masses of the workers of this coun-
try has matured to a marked
degree, and with it has grown the
sentiment for a labor party. A
series of important factors have
contributed towards this end. The
repeated disappointment of the in-
dustrial workers with one or an-
other feature of the New Deal,
coupled with the widespread re-
sentment at the arbitrary and des-
potic conduct of the Supreme Court
in virtually outlawing every form
of federal labor and social legis-
lation, has unquestionably operat-
ed to convince large sections of the
labor movement that more active
and independent participation in
politics is necessary in mere self-
defence. These signs of budding
class consciousness have been
greatly stimulated, by way of
counter-action, thru the brazen
activities of the Liberty League,
directed so obviously at advancing
the narrow class interests of big
business at the expense of the
masses of the people. In general,
the whole social atmosphere of the
last two years, with its marked
note of economic and political real-
ism, with its open discussion of
problems in terms of class aims
and interests, has been very con-
ducive to the maturing of the poli-
tical understanding of the work-
ing masses.

The Growth of Labor Party
Sentiment

Signs of this significant advance
in the fundamental thinking of or-
ganized labor have certainly not
been wanting. A number of big
unions, seconded by a host of
smaller organizations and city and
state labor bodies, have gone on
record in favor of a labor party
and some have even engaged in
active advocacy of the idea. For
the first time in recent years, the
question of independent working
class political action was raised
and openly discussed at an A. F.
of L. convention—at Atlantic City
last October—and an unprecedent-
ly high affirmative vote (almost
29%) recorded. The very fact that
the opposition to the labor party
resolution at Atlantic City, coming
from Lewis and Kennedy from one
direction and Green from the other,
was represented as opposition not
to the proposal in principle but to
its “timeliness . . . under present
conditions,” is certainly significant
of the hold that the labor party
idea is beginning to acquire in the
ranks of labor.

And yet there is little likelihood
that this widespread sentiment is
going to acquire any real organ-
izational expression in the form of
a labor party in 1936. The great
obstacle in the way of the actual
formation of a nation-wide labor
party this year is clearly the fear
that an independent labor ticket
would deprive Roosevelt of enough
votes to assure the election of his
Republican-Liberty League op-
ponent—a consideration that is
quite decisive among the great
masses of the workers. It is hardly
of much use to pretend as does the

Labor in the Coming Elections

—— Character and Significance of the Labor Non-Partisan League———

will attract the votes primarily of
those who would otherwise go Re-
publican! The workers know better
and a better argument will certain-
ly have to be found if they are to
be convinced of the practicability
of independent political action this
year in any form whatsoever. In
fact, it may be taken as an estab-
lished fact that, aside from the
socialists and communists, the vast
majority of the more advanced
workers, those precisely who have
been approaching the idea of a
labor party in the last few years,
are firmly of the belief that the
proper course for labor to follow in
the present situation is to support
Roosevelt this year and to build
‘for a labor party “in the future.”

Nor can this contention be re-
futed by pointing to the numerous
local labor parties apparently
springing up like mushrooms every
week in every corner of the land.
For the most part they are “labor
parties” only in the most strained
sense of the term. Largely art-
ificial creations, they are without a
trade union base, without any sup-
port among the masses and, in the
bargain, badly infected with the
“People’s Front” virus. If all this
is true of the local “labor parties,”
how much more would it be true
of any national “labor party” that
would be conjured out of the thin
air in the same way. Neither can
the recent decision of the Min-
nesota Farmer-Labor Party to “ex-
plore” the possibilities of nation-
wide ™ action be hailed as the
promise of salvation. Even under
the best of circumstances, its geo-
graphical location and its social
composition would prevent the
Minnesota party from serving as
the basis of a national farmer-
labor movement, especially with
the big unions remaining outside.
And, unfortunately, it is already
an open secret that the action of
the St. Paul convention was taken
largely as a mere political ma-
nouver on the part of the Olson
forces to enhance their bargaining
power in their behind-the-scenes
negotiations with the Roosevelt
managers. It is a fact, however un-
welcome it may be, that any effort
to form a genuine labor party in
1936 is pretty certain to founder
on the rock of the Roosevelt il-
lusion!

Roosevelt and the Labor
Non-Partisan League

If we keep the plain facts of the
situation in mind it will be possible
for us to estimate realistically the
step taken a few weeks ago by a
group of trade union leaders, with
George L. Berry as spokesman, in
setting up the Labor Non-Partisan
League “for Roosevelt in 1936.”
The formation of this League was
very obviously foreshadowed by
the stand of the convention of the
United Mine Workers last January
in support of Roosevelt under the
slogan of “Roosevelt or reaction.”
Fundamentally, the L.N.-P.L. is the
organizational expression of the
sentiment so widespread in the
ranks of labor of “Roosevelt now
—a labor party later on.” Undoubt-
edly, it is an effort of the labor
leaders closest to the administra-
tion (Lewis, Hillman) to mobilize

it would be a grave mistake, altho
perhaps natural under the circum-
stances, to regard the League as
simply a camouflaged Democratic
Labor Committee or to look upon
its policy as the old, so-called “non
partisan” policy of the A. F. of L.
in a new form. There are sig-
nificant differences which it is im-
perative for Marxists to see and
to understand.

The intimate connection between
the Labor Non-Partisan League
and the Committee for Industrial
Organization has surely escaped
no one. Altho disavowing any
formal or official relation between
the two, Sidney Hillman is quite
ready to admit that “an affinity of
ideas is obviously not excluded”
(Forward, April 4, 1936). As a
matter of fact, the League is and,
in all likelihood, will continue to
be based on those unions that go to
make up the C.I.O. Both the
UMW.A. and the A.C.W. have
already gone on record to this ef-
fect and the LL.G.W.U. and the
rest of the needle trades unions
will soon follow, along with the
U.T.-W. and other organizations.
In fact, there is good reason to
believe that the hasty formation
of the L.N.-P.L. was not uncon-
nected with the internal develop-
ments in the A. F. of L. A factor
of no mean significance in the
establishment of the League was
the effort of the leaders of the in-
dustrial union block to steal a
march on the craft unionists who
were just about to come out for
Roosevelt in their own way. Dan
Tobin, of the teamsters union, it
is said, was already slated as chair-
man of the Democratic Labor Com-
mittee when Major Berry made his
announcement on April 1. But,
whereas the craft unionists were
going to support Roosevelt by be-
coming part and parcel of the
Democratic party, the industrial
unionist leaders, on the other hand,
took their stand in the form of an
“independent” league “for Roose-
velt but without any connection
with the Democratic party.” It
would be very shortsighted to dis-
miss it all as merely a demagogical
trick on the part of Lewis and his
associates; there is a real and im-
portant distinction here of great
consequence for the future.

The Political Character of the
Labor Non-Partisan League

The Labor Non-Partisan League
has issued no program as yet but
the declarations of its real poli-
tical leaders, Sidney Hillman and
John L. Lewis, plainly indicate its
official outlook. The support of
Roosevelt this year is represented
as an emergency policy for 1936 so
as to block the danger of a victory
for the Republican-Liberty League
coalition. But the long-range ob-
jective offered is that of a labor
party. “Mr. Hillman,” reports the
New York Times in an account of
the Webster Hall meeting recent-
ly, “explained that the Labor Non-
Partisan League . . . may become
the basis for a labor party after
the 1936 campaign.” Now this hap-
pens to be just about the view-
point of the ordinary more or less
advanced worker, the worker who

Daily Worker, that a labor party

labor support for Roosevelt. But

is already committed to the labor
(Continued on Page 9)

raising its ugly head.

the parasitic capitalists.

defeats.

building socialism, in setting up a

May 1st 1936—it is a day on which we should hail
the heroic German workers battling against the
monstrous Hitler regime; it is a day on which we
should pledge our all to the fighters against Fascism
in Austria, in Italy, and wherever the beast is

May 1st 1936—we hail the Spanish workers and
peasants who are starting to take matters into their
own hands, to strike and strike hard, to take the
land and the factories from the feudal landlords and

May Day 1936—a most fitting occasion for greet-
ing the victorious Russian workers and peasants in

ard bearer!

determination to

work steadfastly
system and the

beacon for the

May 1st 1936—it is more than a holiday.
more than a day of resolves and promises, good
wishes and greetings.

workers and farmers, for the impoverished middle
class folk, the world over.

May 1Ist 1936—on the eve of a most significant
presidential election! No better day to stir and act
for a. united labor ticket with Tom Mooney as stand-

It is

Let us make it a day of
win a better day, to end Fascism

and imperialist conflagration, to steel ourselves to

for the uprooting of the capitalist
boss dictatorship whether it be

monarchical, “democratic” or Fascist,
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AT FIRST GLANCE

By Jay Lovestone

HE SELECTION by the Republi¢an Party of Senator Steiwer

of Oregon as the keynoter is the most accurate index of what

will happen at and come out of the Republican National Convention.
Steiwer is one of the extreme reactionaries in the Republican fold.
His choice as keynoter is dictated by the huge industrialists of the
East, dominating the organization today. His good fortune for the
occasion is a matter of accident—his birth in Oregon and his con-
sequent ability to appear as a Westerner. The Republican strategists

are well aware of the fact that
they are lost in advance unless
they can make some pretense or
appear to have some basis of hope
for winning the Western tier of
states. Hence this supposed sop is
thrown to the voters from this sec-
tion of the country. That this will
prove a factor of some value to the
Republican Old Guard is already
clear from the fact that Borah,
who is by far the most influential
Western Republican at the moment,
has welcomed the selection of
Steiwer.

A revealing sidelight of this
selection is to be found in the fact
that the Oregon Senator is sup-
posed to have been a consistent
anti-New Dealer. This is brought
home to us by Senator Davis of
Pennsylvania in the following
words: “Senator Steiwer will make
a great keynoter. He was among
the first to attack the New Deal
when he lead the great fight of
1935 against the Roosevelt Econ-
omy Act that crucified our war
veterans.” It is clear that no one
can seriously defend the Repub-
lican Party against the charge of
rankest hypocrisy when it launches
such eulogies of Steiwer. As a
matter of fact, it was Hoover him-
self who mobilized soldiers and
tanks outside the Capitol against
the bonus marchers. One of the
loudest cries of the Republican
board of strategy is that the
Roosevelt administration has been
spending too much money. Now a
keynoter is chosen who would have
us forget Hoover and momentarily
forget this big Republican issue
against the big spendthrift admins-
tration.

1f the Republican Party will con-
tinue to make such “wise strate-
gical moves” under the iron fist of
the Old Guard, it is a certainly
that Roosevelt will not only re-
peat his 1932 victory, but may even
equal or exceed it.

UPERFICIAL observers might
tend to gloat over develop-
ments in Spain. Have not a few
fascists been arrested? Have not
the fascist leagues been practical-
ly dissolved ?

The revolutionary situation in
Spain requires much more than
superficial examination. The fact
of the matter is that it wasn’t the
parliamentary maneuvers in the
Cortes itself which were responsible
for the dissolution of the fascist
organization, to the extent that
they have been dissolved. It was
the revolutionary general strike in
Madrid. It was the series of mass
actions of the workers and
peasants which were responsible
for the Azana government making
whatever move it has made against
the extreme right.

The liberal bourgeoisie with whom
the Communist Party and Socialist
Party are associated in the People’s
Front, see clearly that Spain is
facing a choice. That Spain will
remain bourgeois and become in-
creasingly reactionary if the Cortes
will have the opportunity and
power to determine its fate; Spain
will become ever more revolution-
ary and will go to the proletariat
and peasantry if the masses, thru
their own organizations, thru extra-
parliamentary action, take matters
in their own hands. It is on this
basis that we find in Azana’s
organ, Politica, the declaration
that “politics must be made in
Parliament and must not be left to

significance is an article in El
Liberal entitled, “Masses Without
Discipline—An Estimate of the
Revolutionary Struggle of the
Workers and Peasants.”

The above we expect. This is a
clear expression of class interests
on the part of the bourgeoisie of a
more anaemic right point of view,
but nevertheless capitalist point of
view. However, what is discourag-
ing is that the Socialist and Com-
munist organs do not, on their
part, display anywheres near the
clarity of vision, the sufficiency of
class consciousness, that the liberal
bourgeoisie do. The Azana govern-
ment has been maintaining a vigor-
ous and ruthless censorship. This
censorship aims to keep the work-
ers and peasants of one province
in the dark as to what happens in
other provinces. The People’s
Front censor drives concretely and
deliberately at the objective of pre-
venting a unification, a coordina-
tion of revolutionary opposition in
Spain. EI Socialista suggests that
the censorship be modified, but El
Socialista. does not yet see the
class meaning and intent of this
censorship. In almost all respects,
El Socialista is a Spanish edition

vember days of 1918.

The Communist Party organ, El
Mundo Obrero, is no better. In
certain respects it appears to be a
government organ. Its criticism of
the Azana government likewise
smacks of the spirit of the Vor-
warts in the honeymoon days of
Weimar. It is very seldom that the
censor’s handiwork is noticeable in
its columns thru deletions. Ap-
parently, the censor does not find

of the Berliner Vorvarts in the No-|

much to complain against in the

columns of the central organ of
the Communist Party of Spain.

If these be victories, if these be
the. fruits of the People’s Front in
Spain, then it would be best for
the sake not only of the future but
of the immediate present of the
Spanish proletariat and peasantry,
that they be spared such victories
and that they take matters in their
own hands to rid themselves of
such suicidal policies for meeting
the vital problems of Spain today.

HE DESPERATE attempts of
the Supreme Court to inject
itself as a force operating for the
stabilization and perpetuation of
the socio-economic order in the
U. S. was forcefully brought home
in the “Sugar Decision” it rend-
ered.

In essence, this decision decrees
that the steps taken by the Sugar
Institute “to secure adherence
without deviation of prices and
terms announced” were illegal be-
cause they “cut off opportunities
for variation in the course of com-
petition.” By seeking to lend con-
fidence in and stability to certain
rules of the game (capitalist com-
petition) the Supreme Court tries
to save the whole game itself (the
capitalist system).

Certainly, the “logical minds” of
the highest court of the land know
that the logic of competition is
monopoly. And they likewise rea-
lize that, despite all the power
they have—vested and usurped—
they are unable effectively to
check the process of economic de-
velopment. When we emphasize
this we do not for 2 moment deny
that the Supreme Court is able
and has been able to render inval-
uable service to the ruling class
by acting as balancer or referee
over divisions and differences that
arise among the powers that be in
the course of their attempt to deal
with the complicated social and
economic consequences flowing
from the very nature of the capi-
talist system itself.

In the decision on the Sugar In-
stitute, the Supreme Court has
really not even made a pretense
to save competition or interfere
with or check monopoly. It has
merely suggested more palatable
rules of the game.

tax measure as a way out of their

sales tax. It is estimated that the
2 per cent tax on retail sales will
yield $14,000,000. An additional
return of $5,000,000 is expected as
a result of the two cent assessment
upon each package of cigarettes.
With only $500,000, in its tills,
the State Relief Council has been
forced to throw the relief load
upon the shoulders of the financial-
ly helpless municipalities.  This
has inspired widespread trepida-
tion among the unemployed who
realize what this means to them
in dollars and cents.
270,000 people are affected by
the paralysis of the legislature.
* * *

ASSEMBLYMAN McCafirey,
author of a bill which is supposed
to “guarantee” collective bargain-
ing for municipal transit workers,
has been getting away with
murder. Although his bill leaves
loopholes for company unionism, it
has been acclaimed by the Trans-
port Workers’ Union and the Civil
Service Councils of the city-owned
subway system.

It starts off badly by limiting
the organization of transport em-
ployees to craft unions. Then, after
specifically outlawing the forma-
tion of company unions, the bill

WITH THE LAWMAKERS

By LEE MASON

The Young luxury tax bill having been rejected by the Senate
after it had been passed by the Assembly, New Jersey’s legislators
are now considering a combination sales-income-franchise-cigarette

The new measure, known as the Muir bill, expects to raise the
greatest portion of the requisite $30,000,000 through an undisguised

14 week relief cul de-sac..

individuals or union
tatives on the other.

The measure, now before the
New York State Assembly, would
not take effect until unification
plans are consummated.

represen-

* k%

JOE STARNES, Representative
from Alabama, takes the cake for
having introduced the most reac-
tionary deportation bill of them
all, and this includes the Dies and
Kerr measures. His pen seems to
have been steeped in gall.

He is not content to use the
stock tricks for getting rid of a
labor organizer. He mentions moral
turpitude and the possession of
dangerous weapons as causes suf-
ficient to kick a ‘“troublemaker” out
of the country, but his own con-
tribution is an elaborate finger-
printing and registration system.

The Alien Registration Board,
which Starnes would set up, would
prescribe rules and procedure “for
the taking of a Nation-wide official
registration and fingerprint record
of ALL aliens now in the United
States.” Once this job is acecom-
plishéd the alien must notify the
authorities of each change of ad-

talks of conferences between the

the streets.” Of similar tone and

management on the one hand and

dress he makes. Like the ordinary

TRADE UNION NOTES

By George F. Miles

HE COMMITTEE for Industrial Organization is to be con-
gratulated on its recent proposal to the Amalgamated Associa-

“tion offering help in the organization of the steel industry. With this

master stroke the C.I.O. takes its proposal, previously made to
President Green and the Executive Council, out of the hands of these
topmost leaders who have manhandled it and played faction football
with it, and places it much closer to the mass of the steel workers
where this offer of assistance will go to generate hope and confidence

in the possibility of organization in
the industry.

Perhaps we are wrong, but we
expect very little to come from
Brother Mike Tighe and his stoo-
ges, unless there is a powerful
rank and file expression at the next
convention of the Amalgamated
Arsociation which speaks up in
favor of the C.I.O. proposal i.e. in
favor of organizing the industry.
One has but to glance thru issue
after issue of the Amalgamated
Jeurnal to convince oneseif that
the leadership of the A.A. does
not take the campaign too serious-
ly. In fact we have not seen a sin-
gle serious discussion on the prob-
lem of organization since the A. F.
of L. convention decision about the
steel industry. The last issue does
have an article which discusses the
matter in the most circumspect
manner and does not even state
what plans the organization itself
has made.

In the meantime, the A. F. of L.
leadership has stepped into an-
other mud-hole. The original pro-
posal made by the C.I.O. was re-
jected with indignation. It was an
attempt, they said, to dictate terms
to the Executive Council by using
the $500,000 as a bludgeon. Having
relieved themselves of this decla-
ration the leadership of the A. F.
of L. promptly issued a plea to its
international unions to create a
fund with which work in the steel
industry could be begun. This was
an absolute necessity. The Execu-
tive Council could not turn down
Lewis’s proposal and continue to
twiddle its thumbs as it had done
after a number of similar conven-
tion decisions about the steel in-
dustry.

And here is where it ran right
into a squall which sank every pos-
sibility of creating such a fund.
Brother Wharton, president of the
International Association of Ma-
chinists, blasted the Executive
Council’s plans by refusing to give
one penny to the fund. He is ready
to give money, said this loyal build-
er of the A. F. of L., if the 8 in-
ternational unions affiliated with

wherever his card is kept on file.

“Aliens who are anarchists or
communists or aliens who are af-
filiated with any organization as-
sociated directly or indirectly with
the Third International” are sub-
ject to deportation.

COMMUNIST
GREETINGS!
FORT WAYNE UNIT ‘

COMMUNIST PARTY
(OPPOSITION) }

the C.I.O. are expelled from the
Federation. As long as they are in
it is useless to give money because
they are a destructive force. These
are the sentiments of Wharton, the
die-hard who was quite dissatis-
fied with the decision of the last
session of the Executive Counecil
in regards to this same question.

Whatever may result from this
pressure upon Green for a frontal
attack against the internationals
affiliated with the C.I.O., one thing
is sure—the Executive Council
plans on the steel industry have
been scuttled and by its own
friends at that.

For this reason is it especially
well that the C.I.O. has now turned
to the union directly concerned.
Nothing could possibly disprove
more effectively the charge of
Wharton that the C.I.O. proposal
is “a cheap publicity stunt intend-
ed to embarrass and injure the
Organized Labor Movement . . . ”
Let the steel workers judge who is
injuring the organized labor move-
ment—the C.I.O. with its pledge of
$500,000 or Wharton and his kind
who refuse to give a single penny
for the organization of the most
exploited workers in one of the
most basic, mass production indus-
tries in the country.

Revolutionary Greetings

to
WORKERS AGE
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WORKERS AGE

Labor Movement Turns Out for

Funeral of William Moriarty

By JIM CORK

On Saturday and Sunday, April
18 and 19, workers of Toronto
paid honor to the memory of Com-
rade William Moriarty, outstand-
ing working class fighter, leader of
the C.P.O. in Canada and a lead-
ing member of its National Com-
mittee, who died suddenly on
Tuesday, April 14.

On Saturday, April 18, hundreds
of workers of every shade of po-
litical opinion gathered quietly in
the cemetery to say farewell to one
whom they felt as their own. Har-
ry Hatfield of the C.P.O. of Toron-
to, Jack McDonald of the Workers
Party, Roger Guyot, friend and
C.P.O. sympathizer, Bill Douglas,
leading trade unionist, and Jim
Cork member of the C.P.O. Na-
tional Buro, paid simple tribute to
the life of an outstanding revolu-
tionist.

On Sunday, April 19, close to
400 workers gathered at the To-
ronto Labor Temple in 2 memorial
tribute to Comrade Moriarty. The
broad character of the gathering
offered eloquent testimony to the
respect and esteem in which Bill
Moriarty was held by all sections
of the labor movement of Toronto.
The speakers list included promi-
nent representatives of practically
all sections of the labor movement:
Harry Hatfield of the C.P.O.; Jack
MecDonald of the Workers Party;
Jack Buckley, Secretary of the
Toronto Trades and Labor Council;
Alec Lyons, prominent trade union-
ist; Martin Moriarty, brother of
Bill; Tommy Mills of the League
for a Revolutionary Workers Par-
ty; Graham Spry, vice-president of
the Ontario section of the Canadian
Commonwealth Federation and Ed-
itor of the “New Commonwealth”;
Bill Dennison of the Provincial
Council of the C.C.F.; Alice Buck
of the Communist Party—she
spoke for Tim Buck, the Secretary
of the C.P. who could not be pres-
ent; and Jim Cork who acted as
chairman.

Bill Moriarty was that rare type

of revolutionist who inspired con-
fidence and respect wherever he

went. All sections of the labor}|:

movement lield him in esteem. How
well was this fact reflected at the
memorial meeting. Speaker after
speaker, differing politically as
they did with Comrade Moriarty,
yet paying eloquent tribute to Bill’s
capability and realism, his sinceri-
ty and life-long devotion to the in-
terests of the working class. The
revolutionary movement can ill af-
ford the loss of such revolutionists.

Bill Moriarty’s life was lived ac-|

cording to a simple pattern of rev-
olutionary clarity and proletarian
integrity. Born in London 45 years
ago in a proletarian family he mi-
grated to Canada just before the
World War. During the war period
he was already an active socialist.
With the crumbling of internation-
al reformism during the war Bill
developed quite logically from left-
wing socialism to Communism un-
der the inspiration of the Russian
Revolution. He became one of the
founders of the Communist move-
ment in Canada and labored heroi-
cally in many ways to put it on
its feet in the first difficult period.
He was the first general secretary
of the Workers Party, which be-
came the Communist Party of Can-
ada in 1924. He was a delegate to
the enlarged executive of the Com-
munist International in 1925. Un-
til 1929 he was field organizer for
the Communist Party in western
Canada.

When the split came in the com-
munist movement Moriarty unhes-
itatingly took up the fight against
ultra-leftism and was expelled. He
took over the leadership of the
C.P.O. forces in Canada and was
an active fighter in its ranks to the
day of his death.

He was extraordinarily success-
ful as an expounder of Marxist
and Leninist principles and tactics.
He leaves behind him as not the

least part of his heritage numerous
young workers who were initiated
and won to the movement almost

William Moriarty

A

Addressing a mass ‘meeting of
Russian workers in the Caucasus
He attended the 5th Plenum of the
Communist International in 1925
as delegate of the Canadian Party.

solely thru his efforts.

For the C.P.O. his loss is irre-
placeable. But his comrades, espe-
cially in Canada, close their ranks,
gain renewed inspiration from a
life so worthy, determined, as
the best way of honoring the mem-
ory of so sterling a fighter, to carry
on with even greater vigor the
struggle which he carried on to
the very end—for the unification of
the world communist movement on
a correct revolutionary basis.

LIBERTY LEAGUE
AS JEW-BAITERS

Further investigation of the
Liberty League by the Senate Lob-
by Committee disclosed its connec-
tions with almost every two-by-
four reactionary organization in

" | the country: “Patriotic” upholders

of the constitution, “farmers” (til-
ling the rich loam at No. 1 Wall
Street) and a would-be native Nazi
organization, the Sentinels of the
Republic. All of these organiza-
tions are committees of financiers,
seeking, but not possessing, as yet,
a real mass base. For the most
part they represent the extreme re-
actionary section of the bour-
geoisie, who, in a real fascist
movement, will never appear so
openly.

Correspondence between Runyon
and Alexander Lincoln, the latter
an investment banker of Boston,
raised the Jewish question in typic-
al reactionary fashion. Runyon
wrote: “The fight for Western
Civilization can be won; but only
if we recognize that the enemy is
world-wide and that it is Jewish in
origin.” Estimating, the type of
people who would follow in the
crusade to “save western civiliza-
tion,” he found “that it is easy to

Greetings of
LABOR SOLIDARITY

to
WORKERS AGE

awaken old-line Americans of
$5,000 income or less, but hard
among the rich ones who are
‘doped’ by our ignorant (or coward-
ly) press.” When Lincoln replied
that: “I think, as you say, that the
Jewish threat is a real one. My
hope lies in the election, next
Autumn, in defeating Roosevelt.”
Runyon not only hastened to as-
sure him of the urgency of the
case but even quoted Lenin on the
necessity of action instead of
hopes! He concluded that: “The
old-line Americans of $1200 a year
want a Hitler.”

Among the supporters of the
Sentinels are Irenee Du Pont, Al-
fred Sloan, the Pitcairns (Phila-
delphia bankers), Atwater Kent,
the radio manufacturer, Nicholas
Roosevelt of the Herald Tribune,
and others. It was this organiza-
tion that produced the anti-ad-
ministration picture “The Amateur
Fire Brigade.”

Fort Wayne Workers

Send Proletarian Greetings
t

WORKERS AGE
on MAY DAY

W. B. HUFFMAN

M. M. A.

GEORGE KELLY
MRS. B. Mc N.

E. M.

HARRY A. ROE

PARK KREACHBAUM
AUSTIN ARMER
BERT ARMER

SAM SHPATER
W. FRIED

A. CARLIN
MAX BOBROFF
J. BROFFMAN

from Workers in Local 117 ILGWU
to the

WORKERS AGE

Leader in the fight for trade union unity

- JAY M.

Mlawer Bendiner Branch 639, ERVIN McNAMARA
Workmen’s Circle TOM B
Morris Kliebard, Secretary )
Proletarian Greetings

I. BOOKBINDER

M. CHESIN

ABE POSNER

L. KLEINMAN
HARRY GIDANSKY
S. GRACKY

CHARLES TISCHLER
M. BASIN

MORRIS STOBNITZKY
1. ROSENFELD

H. SIEGEL

JACOB GOLDSTEIN
MARIA OBREGON

M. PILCHIK

M. ZIMMERMAN

A FRIEND

IDA GOLDBERG
SARAH GOLDBERG
ANNA ERTEL

IDA GREEN

JENNIE

VINCY LAICO

B. BERMAN

JOE KESMER
SAMUEL ASIN
AMALIA GOMEZ
HYMAN SPITALNICK
C. BOTNICK

PHILIP LESSIN

I. OFFEAHENDEN
BEDER

H. RABINOWITZ

DRESSMAKERS

SEND REVOLUTIONARY GREETINGS

to

WORKERS AGE
on

LABOR’S INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY

A. ROSHER

ED HIRSHBERG
REBECCA THOMAS

SAM BARON

FIORE CARTA

ROSE TREPANE
CARMEN PALOZZOTA
CATHERINE MUSUMECCE

STANOWITZ

SHEYFER

SOPHIE KATZ

MARY DINOLFE
ANTONIO SCONFILIPPO
CARMEILA COL UMUNIA
MEYER TERRY

MAX LAKE

GITTEL STENZER FRUMKIN
SEYMOUR HERTZ I'' HALPERN
SIDNEY GLICK H. KOFFLER

SAM SEIGEL S. PFIFFER

MAX GREEN EVA SMITH

NINA GORDEN M. ZARETSKY

S. MILLER B. BORIM
ADOLPH HEIT I. COHEN

MARIE AMBROCIA F. MORGENSTERN
J. USHELEVSKY GOLDBERG

HARRY COHEN
MEYER LASKY
SANTIAGO CORRALES
ROSE PEREZ

A. ROSENBERG

H. RESINHOF

HARRY RUBINOWITZ
SIGAL

EUGENIA PASTORE
FELICIA PUSPURA
RENEE BERECHA
M. SCHRAIER

I. GROSS

CHARLES KLEIN
MARY CURTIS
MARY PHEALEN

May your efforts for a unified working class

be successful

We greet

THE

WORKERS AGE

on this historic united May Day

DOLL AND TOY WORKERS UNION

LOCAL 18230, A. F. of L.

WORKERS AGE

Labor in the Coming Elections

(Continucd from page 6)

party idea but is decidedly against
putting it in practise in 1936 be-
cause of the fear of defeating
Roosevelt. In fact the Labor Non-
Partisan League very largely re-
flects, in a way making for serious
distortion and misuse, it is true,
the existing labor party sentiment
in its still undeveloped and con-
fused form. The question is hardly
exhausted by pointing to the
machinations of this leader or that;
it is impossible to overlook the
fact that these “manouvers” find
a deep echo in the convictions of
very significant sections of the
working class.

In the movement represented by
the Labor Non-Partisan League,
there are two distinct and even
antagonistic components. Side by
side with the old-line Democratic
element, made up of those who
regard the League as just another
way of lining up labor votes for
the party, there is what may be
called the “labor party” element,
which declares that the League is
not merely a necessity in the pre-
sent situation but is also a start-
ing point for a labor party in the
future. It is thru this second
aspect, by the way, that the
L.N.-P.L. will win its main support
in the ranks of labor for, while
most of the workers are for Roose-
velt today, only those who ha\{e
begun to think of a labor party in
a general sort of way are likely to
feel the necessity of an “indepen-
dent,” “non-partisan” organization
in his support. Today the two an-
tagonistic components of the
League are held together by the
binding force of the Roosevelt il-
lusion and by the overwhelming
fear of a Liberty League victory.
But once the 1936 elections are
passed and the political scene
begins to undergo some funda-
mental changes, the contradictory
elements may very well come to
an irreconcilable clash, releasing
the more progressive sections of
the movement for a direct advance
towards independent class politics.
In other words, historically and ob-
jectively, the Labor Non-Partisan
League, or rather certain of its
fundamental aspecis, may well
come to form a transition stage
towards independent working class
political action in the future. Not
the intrigues or the purposes of
its leaders count so much as the
objective forces of development.
We must not overlook the great
inherent potentialities in the mere
organization of the workers for
political action, even tho its al-
leged independence is largely il-
lusory. The experiences with the
NRA should teach us that meas-
ures, such as Section 7a, initiated
for a definite purpose, that of
“pacifying” labor and strengthen-
ing the bonds of class collabora-
tion, may be accompanied by quite
other and even opposite conse-
quences, in this case, by the un-
leashing of a gigantic strike wave
and a most far-reaching movement
of unionization. The long-range
consequences of the L.N.-P.L. are
by no means determined for good
and all by the vague platitudes of
‘Major Berry or even by the master-
mind plans of Sidney Hillman, cer-
tainly not by the intentions of
Jim Farley! From the depths of
the American labor movement may
come forces and tendencies that
will bring more than one surprise
all around!

Lessons from the British
Experience

In certain important respects,
the situation created by the organ-
ization of the L.N.-P.L. resembles
the early stages of development of
the labor party movement in Eng-
land, especially the phase in which
the Labor Representation Commit-
tee was the embodiment. In those

days, Labor candidates still did
not always, in fact not even usual-
ly, run independently but largely
with the help and under the patron-
age of the Liberals. It was only in
Parliament that the Labor group
acted at all independently, and
even here only organizationally,
not at all politically. Can anyone
acquainted with the facts miss the
degree of analogy between the at-
titude of the British Laborites to-
wards Lloyd George and his
Liberal program of reform, on the
one hand, and that of the Labor
Non-Partisan League towards Roo-
sevelt and the New Deal, on the
other? And yet subsequent events
have shown that the Labor Re-
presentation Committee, with all
its confusion and immaturity, was
after all a transition stage towards
the more complete class indepen-
dence of the Labor Party!

The Formation of the League a
False and Dangerous Step

To recognize all this, is, of
course, by no means the same as
endorsing the League or its
policies. It is one thing to make
a realistic estimate of the nature
and possibilities of the League,
once it is already in existence, and
it is quite another thing to ad-
vocate its formation or to approve
its activities. Just the contrary, we
believe that the very establishment
of the League was a mistaken and
dangerous step. For, whatever
may be its ultimate and objective
consequences, its formation now
has wunquestionably operated to
forestall and prevent, for the time
being, a direct and positive develop-
ment towards a labor party, to
drive the movement on to a false
and tortuous road along which its
goal can be reached, if at all, only
at the cost of heavy sacrifice. For
some unions, such as the Amalga-
mated Clothing Workers and the
ILL.G.W.U., their adherence to the
L.N.-P.L. means an outright sur-
render of their traditional socialist
position, hitherto one of their
proudest possessions. For the labor
movement as a whole, the activities
of the League for Roosevelt, and
of course necessarily for the
Democratic party, are bound to
bring chaos and confusion,
especially in the ranks of the more
advanced sections of the working
class and to confirm their depen-
dence upon the existing two-party
system, the very bulwark of the
political setup of capitalism in this
country. It will hardly do for Hill-
man to plead in justification that
“American politics is a dense
forest” in which “the road to a
labor party is not a straight one”
for, by helping to divert labor par-
ty sentiment to Roosevelt, he is
contributing towards making that
forest even denser and that road
even more crooked!

The Cardinal Error of the
League Policy

The cardinal error of the policy
embodied in the L.N.-P.L. is its
readiness to sacrifice the class in-
dependence of labor and to dis-
sipate the class consciousness of
the awakening workers just for
the sake of helping Roosevelt win.
But precisely the main problem
today is the declaration of political
independence of labor, the
emergence of the working class as
an independent class politically.
“The first great step,” Engels
pointed out, and he was referring
particularly to America, “is the
constitution of the workers into
an independent political party, no
matter how, as long as it is a dis-
tinct workers party.” This is the
primary and indispensable task, in
comparison with which all other
considerations must necessarily
take second place. For, until the
proletariat has achieved its own
independence politically, it cannot
make even the first move in the
direction of its class emancipation.

But even from the point of view

of immediate interests, the aban-
donment of the idea of political in-
dependence constitutes a grave
mistake. Experience at home and
abroad has abundantly shown that
the working class is able to win
concessions for itself and to block
the way of reaction only to the
degree that it becomes a formid-
able political force in its own right.
An impressive vote for an inde-
pendent labor candidate in the
coming elections would be a more
decisive factor in halting reaction
and gaining a hearing for the de-
mands of labor than any number
of labor votes cast for Roosevelt.

For these reasons and for others
of equally vital importance that
easily come to mind, it is impos-
sible for revolutionary Marxists to
go along with the Labor Non-
Partisan League and the policy of
which it is the embodiment. On
the contrary, it will be necessary
for us to take a firm stand in op-
position, to fight unyieldingly
against the stream, but to fight
realistically and effectively. Ob-
jection from the right will come
from Green and Tobin and from
such hidebound Republicans as
Hutcheson but, from the left, from
the point of view of the class con-
scious proletariat, the only critical
voice will emanate from the com-
munists and the Militant socialists,
for the Old Guard socialists are
obviously preparing the ground
for support of Roosevelt in some
form or manner, direct or indirect.
Upon the communists and Militant
socialists, therefore, fall heavy res-
ponsibilities to which they must
prove equal if they are to help
labor find the way to class inde-
pendence.

For A United Labor Ticket With
Mooney for President

It is necessary, in the first place,
to rally all independent labor
forces in a united political cam-
paign in this year’s election. A na-
tional labor party is well out of
the question but a united labor
ticket or a joint socialist-communist
ticket is decidedly within the
realms of practical possibility. Not
the withdrawal, as some have sug-
gested, of the communist can-
didates in favor of the socialist
but genuine cooperation in a com-
mon cause is what is needed.

Such a campaign would have to
be waged with an eye to the situa-
tion as it is. Under present cir-
cumstances, the campaign of any
independent labor candidate,
whether socialist or communist or
joint, would be very largely an
appeal to the elemental class con-
sciousness and class solidarity of
the masses. In such a situation, it
seems to us, our proposal for a
United Labor Ticket with Tom
Mooney for President comes with
particular force, for only such a
figure as Tom Mooney, the very
symbol of loyalty and devotion to
the cause of labor, could concei-
vably awaken the class feeling of
any considerable section of the
workers.

It is necessary, in the second
place, to group clearly the hetero-
geneous and contradictory class-
political character of the Labor
Non-Partisan League movement
and to discriminate carefully be-
tween its two distinct and antago-
nistic components. Never for a
single moment must we lose sight
of the objective consequences that
the League, in certain of its
aspects, may be made to yield in
the way of forming a transition
towards genuinely independent
political action. Never for a single
moment must we forget that the
main bodies of organized labor in
the League are precisely those that
took their stand for a labor party
at the Atlantic City convention
last October.

In line with such an analysis, it
obviously becomes the duty of the
class conscious elements in the

9

labor movement to do everything
in their power as speedily as pos-
sible to break the unnatural bond
uniting the two antagonistic
elements in the League and thus
open the way for the direct crys-
tallization of labor party senti-
ment into labor party organization.
It is here that the vital importance
of maintaining intact the class in-
tegrity of the workers parties be-
comes so evident, for only an in-
dependent Marxist force, free from
all entangling alliances with the
powers of capitalism and therefore
capable of uncompromising critic-
ism of the New Deal and the
social role of the Roosevelt ad-
ministration, only such a force can

possibly hope to intervene effec-’

tively in the deep inner processes
molding the future of the move-
ment now embodied in the Labor
Non-Partisan League.

Must Entrench QOurselves in
Trade Unions

If the class conscious forces in
the labor movement are to accom-
plish these fateful tasks, they must
entrench themselves more than
ever in the trade unions, the basic
and most all-inclusive organiza-
tions of labor. They must set them-
selves to work with invincible de-
termination to broaden their in-
fluence so as to avoid any danger
of isolation that may result from
a clash with the pro-Roosevelt
policy in the unions, so as to win
the unions and the organized work-
ers to independent class politics as
soon as possible.

Great indeed are the tasks
facing us in this country at the
present moment. But however
gigantic our tasks and however
scattered our resources, we can
yet prove equal to our respon-
sibilities if we but hold fast to the
potent weapon of revolutionary
Marxism—uncompromising in prin-
ciple, realistic in analysis, infinite-
ly flexible in tactics!

Philadelphia Workers
Greet
WORKERS AGE
on MAY DAY
ELIZABETH JASSINOFF
G. LEVIN

LOVE
RON HUR

F.D.'S ARMS PLAN
PLEASES D, A. R.

Washington — President Roose-
velt’s emphasis upon the necessity
of maintaining an ‘“adequate” na-
tional defensc was received this
week by the Daughters of the
American Revolution with entire
approbation. His position was as
wclcome as it was expected.

Pretending to be afraid lest the
“right” pcople misunderstand his
armament policy, President Roose-
velt declared in his letter to the
Daughters:

“There is much confusion of
thought and some unnccessary ap-
prehension on this matter of na-
tional defense. There are sincere
and patriotic pcople who have been
led to believe that our military and
naval establishments are inferior
and inadequate. That, so stated, is
a totally wrong conclusion. It has
been the aim of this Administration
to make owur national defense effi-
clent and to kecp it adequatc. To-
day our dcfense forces are on a
stronger peace-time basts than be-
fore. It is our purpose to keep
them that way.”

Coincident with this statcment
the House Military Affairs Com-
mittee passed the McSwain bill
providing an increase of 4,000
planes. By the terms of this act
the Secretary of War was given
permission to call into active duty
for threc ycar periods more than
1,350 Army rcserve flying officers.
A student air reserve force was
also authorized.

Workers of Local 9
L.L.G.W.U.

Greet

WORKERS AGE
A. ZIRLIN
L. KAUFMAN
SAUL MILLER
SYGAL
SAM BERMAN
SAM SINS
SAM ELKIN

N. K

NATHAN KALICHMAN
A. GLITZER
RUBY ROSENGART
BURNSTEIN

H. OSTROW

S. BAIKAL
SARANOFF
PHILIP EHRLICH
M. KRIGEL

J. GITTELMAN

S. STEIN

I. POLLACK

A. BREITMAN

L. SMILLER

B. PORTNOY
GEORGE SAND
S. JAFFEE

D. ROSEN
PHILIP LATO
SAM SCHEINHUNT
M. BLATT

M. COHEN

ABE APELBAUM
SPECTOR

M. DUCOFF

W. BILANKO

I. ROTHSTEIN
S. COHEN
FOAEN

M. HOCHMAN

J. HANDLER

S. MITTLEBERG
M. ROSENBAUM
GERTNER
KAPLAN
HOFFBERG

SAM LICHTMAN
PH. WIENER

C. SHWARTZ

L. LAUFER

M. TENENBAUM

GROUP OF DRESS PRESSERS OF LOCAL 60
ILGWU SEND MAY DAY GREETINGS
to
WORKERS AGE

MAX HANNA
SILVERMAN
LERNER

MIKE GECKER
H. LOBEL

C. KREW

K. P. H.
SPITALNICK
CIPES

K. GRUSKIN

A. BRENNER

L GITTELMAN
J. BORNSTEIN
A. RICHMAN

S. OLIVER

SAM DuBOIS
ALLAN JACKSON
MILMAN

N. FORMAN

H. SINGER

JOE KUSHNIR
LOUIS HOCHMAN
A. SCHWARTZ
MORRIS SILVER
J. GORETSKY

I. LANDSMAN
J. SHULGINER
LATO
GREENBERG
EPSTEIN

N. WEINTRAUB
ABRAMOWITZ
S. PUHN

A. KALICHMAN
NATH

WIENER

HELEN GREENEY
ROTHMAN

M. LOEV

MAX STEIN
PHILIP SHAPIRO
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_W—_;;hington

Convention

Unifies _._lo_b!ess Ranks

By DOROTHY DARE

The main problem before the
second annual convention of the
Workers Alliance of America, held
in Washington April 7 to 11, was
the problem of unity; the second,
what to do after this unity was
achieved. There were in this coun-
try several unemployed organiza-
tions, each claiming national juris-
diction, and each being the kite of
some political organization.

The agreement for unity was
made some time before the con-
vention. The National Unemploy-
ed Leagues having gone into the
Alliance several months previous
to the convention, there remained
only the ratification of this agree-
ment by the convention as well as
the admission of the Unemployed
Councils into the merger.

The unity debate was launched
shortly after the opening of the
convention and lasted until 6 P. M.
the following day. There were few
opposed to unity. The most out-
spoken were the delegation from
Alleghany County Pa., under the
leadership of Lieberman, and, the
Milwaukee delegation under the
leadership of Peters. Patrick of
Oregon claimed to have been in-
structed against unity, but did not
speak against it. The result was
an overwhelming majority for
unity: 130,000 votes as against
21,000 against.

The last two days of the con-
vention were taken up with seating
the admitted delegates, with com-
mittee meetings, and passing the
resolutions, reports and the pro-
gram of action. The program in-
cluded a campaign against Negro
discrimination and the introduc-
tion of a bill in Congress to that
effect. In the program of action
was included a campaign for the
release of the Scottsboro boys and
Angelo Herndon. It seems to me,

that Tom Mooney should have been
included—no working class organ-
ization can afford to forget Tom
Mooney. The writer was told that
a resolution would be brought in
for the release and defense of Tom
by the resolutions committee. I
went to the committee and asked
them if they had such a resolu-
tion. I was told that they did and
would bring it on the floor. When
the final report was brought in I
discovered that no such resolution
was in. I spoke to chairman
Lasser. He asked me to write out
a few lines. I did. He handed
same to Patrick, the reporter on
resolutions, but it was not read.
Finally Delegate Olsen got the
floor and a motion was passed that
a letter of greeting be sent to
Tom Mooney and Warren K. Bil-
lings. It is hard to understand
why the radical forces on the Re-
solutions Committee and in the
convention failed to pass a motion
that we go on record for the de-
fense and release of these two class
war prisoners.

Considerable discussion develop-
ed when the following amendment
was brought in by the resolutions
committee to the original motion
that we go on record for a Farmer
Labor Party: That the convention
endorse the conference for a na-
tional Labor Party by 1936 to be
called by the Farmer Labor Party
of Minnesota and the American
Commonwealth Federation.

There was immediately launched
a debate which threatened to take
a good deal of time. This was at
the 11th hour of the convention
and there were still reports to be
made. The C.P. immediately and
without a caucus compromised by
making an amendment to the
amendment. It asked: the incom-
ing NEB to consider the advisabil-
ity of endorsing such a conference

W.C. and LW.0. - A Study in Contrasts

Baltimore, Md.—The issue of
democracy in the workers’ fratern-
al organizations assumed sig-
nificant proportions here with Com-
rade Stanton, active member of the
Communist  Party  Opposition,
figuring prominently in this fight.

In Branch 900 of the Workmen’s
Circle, Comrade Stanton introduc-
ed a resolution demanding demo-
cracy in the organization for all
labor political tendencies, and
urging all other branches to do
likewise. This resolution was car-
ried.

Almost simultaneously quite a
different situation was developing
in the English speaking branch of
the International Workers Order,
of which the same Comrade Stan-
ton is a member for the last three
years. He was relieved of his mem-
bership rights and declared a
“member at large” after being
found guilty of three most damn-
ing indictments, namely: (1) mem-
bership in the Communist Party
Opposition; (2) proposing sym-
pathisers of the Lovestone group
for membership; and (3) making a
motion (and it was passed too!)
that a speaker from every labor
political group, including the CPO,
be invited to present their view-
point.

The City Executive Committee of
the IL.W.O., enraged by such in-
dependent and democratic action,
packed the next meeting of the
branch, reversed the proposal (mo-
tion No. 3) and declared Stanton a
“member at large” i.e. he has the
right to pay dues but not to attend
branch meetings and participate
in its deliberations.

The contrast between the action

I.W.0. does not speak well for the
latter. We would suggest that the
National Office of the I.W.O. look
into the matter and call sharply to
order the “enthusiastic” comrades
in Baltimore. There is no question
but that Stanton must be im-
mediately reinstated and the in-
stitution of “membership at large”

as a penalty abolished.
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if it is called to launch a labor
party by 1936, if it has the neces-
sary labor base and is represen-
tative of the American Labor move-
ment.

At this point our own delegates
to the convention must be criticiz-
ed for not having brought to the
floor the motion that in case no
such party is launched we urge
the labor political parties to unite
in the presidential campaign with
Tom Mooney to head such a
United Labor ticket.

The sum total of the convention
was that the unemployed will now
be able to go forward under a
united banner towards adopting
action, national in scope, and
therefore more effective, and that
WPA workers will be able to work
out methods of organization to suit
their needs on a national scale.

The convention culminated in a
march to the White House and the
Capitol in an attempt to interview
Roosevelt. Instead one of his
secretaries was seen. During the
week delegations had been to see
various senators, Hopkins and the
rest. If no answer was given us
now, perhaps these high and
mighty gentlemen in Washington
will deem it advisable to see us
when we return to Washington in
the near future in a National
Hunger March for adequate social
and unemployment insurance, for
the passage of the various bills
now before Congress, and for the
extension of a Public Works Pro-
gram that will be of benefit to the
working masses in cleaning up
slums.

HAVE YOU GIVEN
TO $5,000 FUND?

BOSTON UNIT

Communist Party
(Opposition)
greets
WORKERS AGE
on

MAY DAY

REVOLUTIONARY GREETINGS

to the
WORKERS AGE
From some
Staff Members of the Joint Board Dressmakers Union
GERTRUDE SHAPIRO BETTY
L. T. ROMA GIOVANNITTI
JACOB GOLDSTEIN ANONYMOUS
P. WIESEN W. R. BERT
Y. HASSAN F. BREDHOFF

LABOR

JOSEPH FARBER

A FRIEND

BENNY FREEMAN
PLOTKIN

LILLIE VLAHON

FRANK

RED MARY THE FINISHER
JACK ROSENBLATT

R. BRILLIANT

For its years of struggle for

WE FURRIERS GREET THE

WORKERS AGE

UNITY

LENA RABINOWITZ
DAVE SANDBERG

SAM ROSENZWITT
BLANCHE GREENFELD
A FRIEND

J. TEITTELMAN

SARAH GROSS

A. COOPERMAN

B. ANTONOFF

GREETINGS TO
WORKERS AGE

Fighter for Progressive Unionism

PROGRESSIVE GROUP

JOINT COUNCIL KNITGOODS
WORKERS UNION

BOSTON WORKERS

Send Proletarian  Greetings

to
WORKERS AGE
FRIEND OF LABOR
ALEXANDER ALPERT
R. GILMAN
SAM SANDBERG
SOPHIE ZELICOWITZ

l Comrade O. Schleiffer
Extends Revolutionary
Greetings to

WORKERS AGE

S. BLACK
on BENJAMIN A. STEIN
WILLIAM FISCH
MASLANKA
MAY DAY SAM LEVIN

SANDY LEAVETT

DOLL AND TOY WORKERS

hail
THE WORKERS AGE

Fighter for militant class-conscious unionism!
Fighter against war and fascism!

SAM RUSSO A. POLLONE
DANNY MUSACHIO R. DOMINO
J. MARANTI J. CUNILILE
JACK CANDINALE CARBIN CRICHLAUE
LA GUARDIA TUN J. RUSSO
M. RUSSO J. LA PUZZA
HARRY DOMINO J. CARDINALE
From a CARLO TRUPIA
CLASS-CONSCIOUS WORKER A. ESPOSITO
M. MOHELIN JOE NAPPI

KNITGOODS WORKERS EXTEND HAND
OF LABOR SOLIDARITY TO THE
WORKERS AGE ON MAY DAY

HENRY HOLDSTEIN LEO KARP
ANNA FOX NAT YEGLA
JOE LEVY FAY KAPLAN
D. L. P. TAUBER
SHAEFFER A. ROSNER
FRED BRONSTEIN J. LANE

FRANCES MUSSO
ANNA MISENOFF

LOUIS RAPPAPORT
JOSEPH GULLOTTA

FLORENCE SMITH
FRANCES PISCIOTTA
AL LERMAN

A FRIEND
JULIUS LEVINE
ABE BERKOWITZ
MANNY TATZ

H. SPINDEL

BEN ZAUZEN

JOE STRAUSS

S. ELAZAROFF

B. NUBBE

H. SCHEIFFLER
W. PETRONIS

E. I. ITSKOWITZ
JULIA VALENTINE
SAM SINENSKY
ESTELLE BOSSIN
ESTELLE GREENWALDE
S. STIEGLITZ

SOL CIOTTA
LOUIS LEVENSEN
EDDIE GELTZER
RAY MICHAELS
SARAH MINSKY
ESTELLE SAGER
RUTH LEVINE
SOPHIE STANDING

—

CELIA RABINOWITZ S. KASS

JOE FLEKER RED NAYTON GUSSIE REICH H. STRAND

LENA GREENBERG B. BARAZ JOE KATZ R. EILTER |
MAX EDELMAN M. INTRATOR

H. STEINBERG PHILIP GINSBERG HELEN JAHRE

SAM COHEN LILLIAN MORGAN - |

of the (W.C. branch and that of the

WORKERS AGE
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BOOKS of the
AGE ........

THEORY OF FLIGHT, by Muriel
Rukeyser. Yale University. 86
pp. $2.00.

(Reviewed by Bertram D. Wolfe)
This is the first book of a 21-

year old poet. It is in the modern

manner: close-clipt, vigorous, dif-
ficult, urban, social. Miss Rukey-
ser is a continuator of the school
of cerebral poetry and heavily load-

ea imagism which stems from T.

S. Eliot. Her blend of biologic

and technologic metaphor is ef-

fective and moving, intensely per-
sonal and powerfully social.

She was born the first year of
the world war, and in every line
shows herself the intellectual and
emotional child of her time. It is
not poetry for the masses that
she writes—it is too di cult, ob-
lique, cerebral, and lacking in the
simple, singing qualities that such
poetry must have, at least until
the “new poetry” at present in
fashion may perhaps have created
a mass audience of its own. Per-
sonally, I am sceptical as to
whether this type of poetry can
ever have a wide mass appeal.
Yet such poetry has its own aud-
tence and its own function to ful-
fill and we can as little quarrel
with it for not being folk poetry
as with a fugue of Bach’s for not
being a folk-song.

Muriel Rukeyser’s first book
shows her to be a master of her
craft, a mature talent, a genuine
poet of undoubted power, one of
the most talented and most pow-
erful of the left-wing poets of the
school to which she belongs. She
should go far.

LENIN. By William G. White.
Harrison Smith and Jonathan
Cape.

Reviewed by Mac Stuart

This biography is much less a
life of Lenin than a record of the
important events in the Russian
revolutionary movement which
punctuated his life. The leader of
the revolution himself appears a
shadowy gray figure, a sort of dis-
embodied will-to-power, assuming
bodily substance as the revolution-
ary course rises, dissolving away
as it ebbs.

It must be granted that to en-
compass this extraordinary life
within the covers of a small book;
to be biographer to so difficult a
subject as a life of uncorrupted
revolutionary passion—is a very
hard task, and one must not expect
too much. But after that, it is not
asking the impossible to expect
that Lenin’s ideas should be cor-
rectly presented, or that the ideo-
logical basis of his revolutionary
leadership be expounded.

In these two respects the author
has not understood his tasks a-
right. On the minor question of
Lenin’s contempt for “intellectu-
als” — one should read again
“What’s to be done.” Here Lenin
explained that revolutionary theory
comes to the labor movement from
without—that the worker’s trade
unions cannot themselves find the
revolutionary path. And he refers
to Marx and Engels, and others,
as the intellectuals of bourgeois
family who brought revolutionary
Jjdeas to the labor movement, and
broke with their class. Lenin direct-
ed to those intellectuals who had
not broken with their class a rich-
ly deserved contempt for meddling
in the revolutionary movement.
But that is not the same thing as
a blanket indictment of the “intel-
lectuals” by Lenin.

As to the major question of
Lenin’s program for organization
of a revolutionary party, it is
wrong to present it as aiming at a
party consisting of professional
revolutionists, banded together
under a collective leadership “res-
ponsible to no one but themselves.”
That, it happens, is the conception

LOSING THEIR CHAINS .

(CONTINUED FROM LAST ISSUE)

In 1907, when Hillquit was at the height of his theoretical powers
the most enlightened remark he could make apropos of the manner
in which a socialist America was to be brought into being, was this:
“What is called the ‘Socialist State’ is nothing but the present or-
der of things modified in the introduction of the principle of col-
lective ownership in the material means of production. The ‘co-opera-
tive Commonwealth’ must evolve from the present competitive sys-
tem, and the methods of distribution under the new order of things
must take for their starting point the present methods, and modify
them in conformity with the new economic conditions and true prin-
ciples of justice, gradually and progressively.” That, it must be ad-
mitted, is about as bad as they come in the way of deenergizing Marx-
ist doctrine. Twenty-five years later, his ideas on the methods to be
employed in bringing about socialism are as weak as they were be-
fore. In a debate with Matthew Woll, in 1932, we have this from
his lips:

“They [the two old parties] are not likely to legislate their own
class out of existence or even of economic privileges. The hope of the
workers, therefore, lies in a political party of their own, challeng-
ing the power of the old capitalist parties and electing their own re-
presentatives to legislative and administrative bodies in numbers
strong enough to control or at least influence their policies.”

The remarkable part of that statement is that a mind legally as
keen as Hillquit’s is unable to realize that if the two old parties will
not legislate themselves out of existence, it is also true, a fortiori,
that they will legislate a socialist party out of existence before it
becomes strong enough to challenge their hegemony.

Nevertheless, there is much that cannot be taken away from
Hillquit. It was he who defended Max Eastman, Floyd Dell,
and Art Young, in the case of the government against the
old Masses. He justly takes pride in these accomplishments
in Loose Leaves from a Busy Life. His campaign for the
mayor’s office in New York City in 1917 is one .of the few de-
éent events in an otherwise wholly corrupt era. When socialists were
deserting the party line to wave flags for the imperialist war, Hill-
quit stuck by his guns. His defense of the five S.P. assemblymen
in 1920 (a defense o fa cause already lost) is masterly. The New York
Times was very near right when it suggested that he might have
been elevated to the Supreme Court bench had he been willing to
yield to the charms of capitalistic society. He did not yield, but neither
did he reap the benefits of pushing his opposition to its logical con-
clusion.

Born in Riga in 1870, he came to America in 1886. And here he
made a name for himself such as no Jewish lawyer has ever made.
For the first decade of his life in New York, Hillquit was going in
the right direction as a socialist. And then he began to acquire riches
and status and position. Unlike Meyer London, he did not remain on
the East Side when success came to him. He became a West Ender.
But he does not like to speak of that in his autobiography. He lays
special stress on Cherry Street, the growth of the Jewish Labor
Unions, in which he had no small part, the founding of a Jewish
daily with Abe Cahan, and the struggles in founding the S.P. Loving-
ly he recalls that Maxim Gorki made two speeches for him in his 1906

e « « by James Sand
Morris Hillquit: The Self-Made Man as Socialist

campaign for a seat in congress representing New York’s East Side.
And Hillquit rightly prides himself for befriending Gorki on his visit
here when puritan morality ostracized him after it found that he was
living with a woman whom he loved.

A member of the National and State executive committees of the
Socialist Party for decades, he was always one of the main forces in
the writing of national and state platforms. His impress upon the
party was enormous, but that only helped to infect it more deeply
with the disease of reformism. Hillquit never grew with years. There
was a change, but it was from social democracy and compromise to
negativism and defeatism.

He would have like to have been a famous professor, perhaps of
law, a position to which he was undoubtedly entitled and.fitted; or a
great social scientist, which was beyond his intellectual powers; or a
leader in promulgating social legislation in the national assembly, to
which he never succeeded in getting elected, and where he could not
have done much had he achieved election.

He was never close to the masses after his early years, and it
nettled him that he could not gain any satisfactory contact with the
rank and file. He drifted so far from them that he communicated
to them ideas without awakening great desire for the cause. He must
have known finally that the cause was lost; that the Second Interna-
tional was going nowhere. The tone of his last work makes the sup-
position very probable.

But knowing his own shortcomings, why, it may be asked, was
Hillquit unable to rectify them and align himself with revolutionary
socialism? One suggestion that has been made is that the last fifty
years in America were an unfortunately bad time for a revolutionary
leader. That hardly cuts any ice. Difficulties and obstacles mean
nothing to men convinced of the ideas which they are propounding.
Moreover, Debs lived during most of that time, and he succeeded in
keeping alive some revolutionary fire. And whoever claimed that
being a revolutionary socialist was a particularly easy job?

Hillquit could not live down the bourgeois ideals which were early
inculcated in him. He let America “get” him, and then he secretly nursed
in his heart the fact that it did. His intellect was never great enough
to be self-critical of the ideas which bourgeois society handed on to
him. Hillquit set great store by wealth and position. He achieved
both. But a labor leader must early learn that he must choose be-
tween bourgeois worldly goods and his desire to lead the proletariat.
If he does not choose early, one of two things can happen: he may
sell out the proletariat for the worldly goods, as Powderly did for
money and Gompers did for status; or he may surrender the thought
of leading the proletariat. Hillquit wanted two contradictory things;
he wanted success in America at the same time that he wanted to
change the institutions that made that success possible. The result was
that his psychology lay with the proletariat, and his sociology lay with
the bourgeoisie. Between them he was torn on the rack of indecision.
He led himself astray through his compromise with bourgeois social
ideals, and he would have led the proletariat astray if they continued
to follow his lead. He wanted to let the bourgeoisie make his cake,
and he wanted to let the proletariat eat it. But bourgeois society
gives to men only in order that it may take from them. It gave Mor-
ris Hillquit fame and fortune, and took from him proletarian socialism.

ties today—but it is wrong, and it
is not Lenin’s conception. An il-
legal party, or a party during a
revolutionary civil war may be
forced to operate that way, but
Lenin realized that organizational
health lies in thoroughgoing dis-

A PITTSBURGH
SYMPATHIZER
greets
WORKERS AGE

cussion from top to bottom of all
important questions with the view

of arriving at correct decisions.

Finally, how explain Lenin’s
place in and contributions to the
revolutionary movement without
explaining Marxism? A Marxist
will have to write another bio-

Group of Members

I.L.G.W.U. — Baltimore
Send Workingclass Greetings

t
WORKERS AGE

graphy of Lenin.

We Extend comradely Greetings to Workers Age
on May First. May we soon celebrate the libera-
tion of Tom Mooney and all political prisoners.
PROGRESSIVE GROUP OF LL.G.W.U.
PHILADELPHIA
Anna Solomon, Secretary

GROUP OF PHILADELPHIA

SYMPATHIZERS

GREET WORKERS AGE ON

MAY DAY
LEAH NEPONE
NAOMI PREPSTEIN
MORRIS PREPSTEIN
SARAH PREPSTEIN
PHILIP SHTASEL

FAY NEPONE
RUTH SHTASEL
MARTIN SHAFF
JUDITH PREPSTEIN
BLANCHE HORWITZ
MIRIAM NEPONE
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FURRIERS PROGRESSIVE UNITY LEAGUE
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prevailing in the Communist par-
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Workers Must Unite Against Fascism

This article is reprinted from the
Chicago Federationist (dApril 11,
1936), official organ of the Chicago
Federation of Labor— KEDITOR.

By EDGAR ANDERSON

There has always been plenty of
reason why workers should organ-
ize and fight together against the
many hostile forces, which threaten
their standards of living. There
was reason enough, even in the day
of small producers, and much
greater reason as the employers of
labor grew larger through stock
companies and trusts requiring
ever larger unions to resist them.
Still, the size and the hostility of
labor’s adversaries of the past are
dwarfed in comparison to labor’s
new enemy, just beginning to take
form here, and therefor labor’s
need for unity and organization is
incomparably greater now, than
ever before.

This new and terrible *hreat, not
only to living standards, but to the
very existence of labor organiza-
tions, is Fascism. This monster
rose to power in two major coun-
tries of Europe, crushing out with
terror, torture and death every
vestige of democratic labor organ-
ization.

Faced with such a threat as this,
organized labor must leave no
stone unturned to prevent Fascism
from seizing power here. Among
the most important defense mea-
sures is to create a united and ac-
tive fighting policy throughout the
whole labor movement. There is
now one tendency in the labor
movement that advocates the old
methods, the old policies and the
old forms of organization. There
is another tendency that sees in
rapidly changing economic and so-
cial conditions the need for new
tactics, new objectives and new
structure .{o correspond with the
new conditions.

These differences must be recon-
ciled, because the unity and the
extent of labor organizations is
vastly more necessary in the strug-
gle against Fascism than it is
against even the largest industrial
units under our present form of
government. Conceive of all the
private detective and strike break-
ing agencies, the police force, a
large portion of the army, the vigi-
lantes and gangsters united by an
anti-labor dictatorship, to stamp
out every independent expression
of labor organization by any means
at any cost and you begin to real-
ize in some small part the meaning
of Fascism to the workers.

If workers of all descriptions,
white collar and black overall,
agricultural and industrial, con-
servative and progressive can unite
in a common determined resistance
against this ruthless labor destroy-
ing foe, they can conquer it.

And it is not too much to expect
that both the progressives and the
conservatives will put aside many
of their differences in the face of
such a threat as that of Fascism.
They certainly will if they are able
to profit by the terrible example
that has been repeatedly put be-
fore them by the development of
Fascism in Europe—they certainly
will if they observe the recent ap-
pearance of a Fascist dictatorship
on the South American continent
and realize that Fascism is now
coming close to home. They will if
they are able to, see the numerous
and aggressive Fascist tendencies
and movements which are growing
right here in America and even in
Chicago under their very eyes.

It is true that many groups have
been branded as Fascist in this
country for no other reason than
that the brander wanted to ecall
them an unpopular name; but it is
also true that there are unmistake-
able signs of developing Fascism
on all sides. Who are the Fascists
here? Some say they are the Re-

publicans; some say they are the
Democrats. Some say they are the
small groups of Europeans in this
country who are trying to trans-
plant the politics of their respec-
tive countries in American soil.
The Republicans deny the charge,
and certainly many of them mean
it. The Democrats do likewise,
and with at least as great sincerity.
Still both Democrats and Repub-
licans, who sincerely deny any
Fascist sympathies today, will be
among its strongest supporters
later on.

The European Fascist groups in
America should not be overlooked
as spreaders of unwholesome and
perverted jdeas. Nevertheless, the
real Fascist menace will not come
from abroad, but will grow from
an American seed in American soil.
I know this is contrary to the be-
lief of many who hold that democ-
racy is so deeply rooted in Amer-|
ica tradition, that Fascism can
make no headway here. Even if
this were true at the present time,
it will not be true after more years
of depression have given rise to
even greater unemployment, suf-
fering and despair.

This may appear pessimistic in
view of certain signs of better con-
ditions in industry, but how can we
have anything that can properly
be called recovery when we still
have over eleven million unem-
ployed workers; when the govern-
ment must supply all kinds of ar-
tificial work and relief? Can we
expect continued prosperity where
the employers purchased giant ma-
chinery so that less labor will be
required in production which re-
sults not in shorter hours and in-
creasing prosperity, but in throw-
ing workers jobless into the
streets.

As long as the share of labor in
the products of industry does not
increase in proportion to the abil-
ity of industry to produce, misery
and chaos must come out of every
advance in modern technique. This
is not because machinery is bad
for man, but because a handful of
insatiable bankers and industrial-
ists insist upon appropriating, for
their own private use, a share of
the industrial product wvastly
greater than they are capable of
putting to any rational or con-
structive use. When organized
labor proposes to institute the five
day week and six hour day without
pay cuts to make more jobs for
those who want them and need
them, what is the employer’s reply?
If you increase our wage bill you
will cut our profits. Why should
we run our industry if our profits
are not satisfactory?

Under such conditions there is
no way to start the factory wheels
turning, and there is every indica-
tion that misery among the work-
ers and strife between the workers
and employers will go on increas-
ing until Americans lose confidence
in their present form of govern-
ment to solve the problems essen-
tial to their very existence. Then,
in this atmosphere of suffering and
doubt, Fascism will grow and those
employers, bankers, politicians and
industrialists who vigorously op-
pose Fascism today will grasp at
it in desperation to save their
precious property and their preci-
ous place in the sun, rather than
to give to the workers higher
wages and shorter hours.

But Fascism has a great weak-
ness. It represents the interests
of only an extremely small portion
of the population—the huge indus-
trialists and financiers and their
highest salaried “hangers .on.” The
great masses are lowered by it to
standards of living unheard of
since man’s productive ability has
been raised by modern machinery.
This has been demonstrated con-
clusively by the tremendous_fall in
the standards of living in the Eu-
ropean countries under Fascism.

How could it be otherwise with no
labor organizations to protect the
interests of the workers against
the insatiable appetite of big cor-
porations for more profit? If it is
only possible to make the great
masses of the people see fhe ex-
tent to which Fascism works
against their interests and to see
how their interests are identified
with complete employment and
good conditions for labor, Fascism
will not come to power.

In conclusion, let us consider
how labor can best use its strength
to defeat Fascism. First of all, the
organized labor movement must be
expanded to include all types and
varieties of workers, skilled and
unskilled, hand workers and brain
workers alike. In the face of this
threat of utter destruction, that
now confronts the labor movement,
it must lose its old time exclusive-
ness and its insistence upon condi-
tions of organization which are
not suited to the needs of certain
types of workers. Craft organiza-
tion is all right where the work is
divided into clearly defined crafts,
but in other mass production in-
dustries where the great majority
of the workers have no particular
craft the interests of a few crafts-
men should not bar thousands of
other workers who must be in-
cluded in the ranks of the fighters
against Fascism.

Not only must labor unify and
expand its ranks in the industrial
field, but it must also enter politics
as a force independent of the two
old parties which functions for the
interests of the employer in poli-
ties, just as a company union does
in industry. It is true that the
conservatives in the labor move-
ment do not as yet see the neces-
sity of this, but as the struggle
against Fascism develops it will
become more and more apparent
that little effective opposition to
Fascism will come out of the two
old parties who do not represent
that portion of the population who
will suffer from a Fascist dictator-
ship.

With the terrible object lesson
before us of the effect of Fascism
upon the labor movement in Eu-

“Therels NoHope’

Summit, N. J.—Refusing to be
thrown upon the scrap-heap be-
cause of his age and the general
scarcity of jobs, Max A. Schulz,
51, a German-American newspaper
writer, took his life this week by
inhaling carbon monoxide gas.

The suicide note that he left
behind reads:

“In 1930 I lost my position due
to the failure of Hoover prosperity
to arrive. From 1932 to the Spring
of 1935 I was out of work aside
from a few month’s work under
the CWA. I had some support
during 1934 from the ERA at $3.50
a week.

“There is no hope I can get a
position in the not too far future,
and I have no wish to go again on
relief. Qur economic system, which
places a man willing to work on
the scrap-heap after he passes the
age of 50, is no inducement to go
on.”

Car Porters Hold
Charter Festival

The Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters is celebrating the pre-
sentation of its international
charter—the first of its kind to be
given to a Negro trade union—by
arranging for an extraordinary
program at its 11th Annual Spring
Dance to be held on Thursday
night June 4th, at the Renaissance
Casino, 138th Street and Seventh
Avenue,

Admission fee is 75¢ and boxes
and loges sell for $4.00. Tickets
are now on sale at the head-
quarters of the union 105 West
136th Street. Reservations on all
loges and boxes will remain open
until midnight, Wednesday, May
20.

Trade unions and workers organ-
izations are urged to make their
reservations early.

rope and with the recent setting up
of a Fascist dictatorship in South
America ‘we must find a way of
making clear to the masses the
necessity of preventing Fascism at
all costs.

SERVICE MEN
CET INCREASES

An award in the building service
dispute was handed down by ar-
bitrator Silcox, granting a two
dollar raise, on the average, for
the building service employees.
Altho he maintained in his decision
that a minimum living wage
amounts to $1291.50, that even this
is considered a “distress budget,”
nevertheless his award was divid-
ed into nine classifications, six of
which are below even this “mini-
mum” minimum. He hoped that
“evolution” would rectify this
situation.

One of the major weaknesses of
the award is that no decision at all
was made concerning hours of
work. The arbitrator, as a matter
of fact, disclaimed all jurisdiction
in this field. Thus, the very skimpy
pay rise can be and undoubtedly
will be, nullified by extension of
hours to fifty, sixty, and seventy,
per week. Under the decisions of
arbitration, signed by Bambrick’s
union and the Realty Advisory
Board, the question of hours can-
not be reopened for three years,
while wages can be discussed
yearly.

Above all, the award maintains
and strengthens the open shop
principle, and will be used as a
precedent by the realtors, who al-
ready speak of this as showing
“the advantages of arbitration
over industrial dispute.” The very
meagre rise in pay was hardly
won by the method of arbitration.
If even this concession had not
been made, it is obvious that the
union men could not have been
held at their jobs.

The two factors of open-shop-
pism, and therefore no protection
for the workers in the maintenance
of the pay rise, and secondly the
hamstringing of the union on the
question of hours per week, makes
it clear that this award cannot for
long be the basis of agreement in
the building service trade. The
militancy of the workers displayed
in the recent strike is, to all in-
tents and purposes, a futile ges-
ture of the past, if this is the
result.

MAY DAY
GREETINGS

from

INTERNATIONAL
LADIES GARMENT WORKERS' UNION
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