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C.P.0. CALLS FOR REVOLUTIONARY UNITY

SOIL ACT AIDS
ELECTION PLANS

In essence the new Soil Conserva-
tion Act does not differ from that
of the AAA. Both answer the
agricultural crisis by deliberate
crop destruction, both hope to raise
commodity prices by this method.
It would be a mistake however to
overlook certain new, more reac-
tionary features, contained in the
new proposals.

Following the general trend of
the Roosevelt administration, the
power of the Executive is increas-
ed. The method of crop reductions,
the decision as to which farmers
are to be paid, is left wholly and
arbitrarily in the hands of the
Secretary of Agriculture. No re-
course is left to the existing or-
ganizations of the farmers. Second-
ly, the driving of smaller units of
production out of the process al-
together, 'is continued at an ac-
celerated pace. The farmers are to
be paid for putting their land to
hon-productive  (soil - conserving)
uses, and also for the retirement
of “sub-marginal” lands. Bounties
will be given on the basis of the
ratio of the particular crop of one
farm to the national total. Pres-
umably the smaller the percent-
age, the larger the bounty. Those
lands are most likely to be sub-
marginal, the owners of which have
been financially unable to take ad-
vantage of modern production
methods. (See Workers Age, Jan.
18, for a discussion of this) Thus,
the tendency to large-scale, cap-
italist farming is increased, and the
bounties will go to the big farmers
in increasing quantities. [In “The
Annalist” of Jan. 17, it is estimat-
ed that the five largest wheat grow-
ers received in 1933, benefits total-
ing $182,000; the five largest cot-
ton farmers received a total of
$380,000.]

From a.broad historical point of
view, the revival of the mediaeval
“fallow system” is of the utmost
importance. It should be recalled
that the triumph of capitalist
agriculture was the introduction of
crop rotation, infinitely more pro-
ductive than the feudal method of
exhausting the soil and then al-

(Continued on Page 5)

Long Live the King! Long Livce the
People’s Front in Greece!

With amazing rapidity the
full implications of the present
opportunist swing of the Com-
munist International unfolds it-
self— in each country bringing
its own peculiar poison growths.

In the case of Greece the ul-
tra-left revolutionists of yester-
day bend the knee and pledge
loyalty to King George II—and
all in the name of the struggle
against fascism. Reformist so-
cialism in Germany gave birth
to what was known as “Kaiser
Sozialisten.” The present op-
portunist line has already pro-
duced what we might -call
“Royal Communists.”

The clipping is taken from
Humanite (French C.P. Organ)
of January 8. It reads as fol-
lows:

A STATEMENT OF THE

COMMUNIST PARTY
OF GREECE

ATHENS, January 7th:—A
delegation of Communists ap
peared at the Royal Palace. It

entrg Jes, iSies 13 poijc
A U
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YL
six gPevistes 8t Medsd ude VinBfalne. |
——

Une déclaration
du Parti communiste grec

—_——

L'Agence favas communique ¢
& Athémes, 7 janvier. — Une déiéga-
tion communiste s'est présentée  au 1
palais royal. Elle a fuut une déclaration |
affirmant que le parti que la délégation
represente agira dans le cadre du

regime  actuel, considérant le ro0il
Georges II comme une garantie contre !

le fascisme et contre tout régime auto- |
ntaire. » i

made a statement to the effect
that the Communist Party which
it represented would cooperate
with the functionaries of the
regime since it considered King
George II a bulwark against
fascism and against any auto-
cratic regime.”

Powell Dying; Patterson
Doomed to Living Death

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—If there
was any proof needed to convince
the few who may have doubted
that the State of Alabama was no
place in which the Scottsboro boys
could receive an unbiased trial, the
vicious and murderous attack on
Ozie Powell, who now lies dying in
the hospital, is that proof.

It becomes clear, even from the
meager information trickling thru
the police lines, that the final
shooting of Powell was the culmi-
nating act of a process of cuffing
and slapping by the guards. De-
tails are still wanting but no de-
tails can change the facts that
guards may well take certain liber-
ties with some young “niggers”
when these same guards hear a
Prosecuting Attorney admonishing
a jury not to waste time in dis-
cussion of details but to find the

Not So Hot!

By JAY LOVESTONE

It’s not the weather we are com-
plaining about. It’s the unsatisfac-
tory condition of our campaign that
we are registering.

Our appeals have apparently not
gotten us where we hoped to be—
should be—and must be. Shall we
say: what’s the use of useless ap-
peals? Have our appeals been use-
less? Don’t you want a bigger and
better WORKER AGE? Aren’t
you aware of the urgency of aid to
the world’s most self-sacrificing
heroes—the relentless fighters
against Fascism in the Hitler hell?
And can’t you see that, considering
the vital problems before us, we are
really asking very little?

Nearly three weeks have elapsed:
the first rush days are gone. Yet,
we have to date gotten only about
30% of the total—approximately
£1500.00.

Well, what can we do about it?

First of all, we’ll tell you what
we will not do. We will not turn to
crying. We herewith announce as
our firm policy: death to stereo-
typed begging. From now on we
won’t beg you any more for cash
or pledges.

But what are you going to do, as
your part of the bargain? We con-
fess we dare not answer this ques-
tion for you. We even go so far
as to make no suggestions. You
see: we keep all promises we make.
Our principle is:—Make good on
pledges quickly. In worthy causes,
give cash generously and prompt-
ly. And we know of no better in-
vestment than our $5000.00 drive.
It’s more than 100% returns—for
the labor movement at home and
abroad.

Here we stop. Here you start.

Are we right this time? Say yes.

defendant Patterson guilty in a
hurry.

The strategy of the authorities
may be surmised from statements
that “white men” were behind this
attack. Clearly a case of preparing
the ground for the cry of “reds.”

Judging by the whole course of
the trial nothing can be expected
from the Grand Jury investigation
of this latest assault upon Powell.
Except perhaps to cover up some
of the traces of this crime, and
turn it into a new attack upon
these innocent boys.

A protest mass meeting held in
New York was addressed by Nor-
man Thomas, Charles Zimmerman,
Roy Wilkins, Robert Minor, Angelo
Herndon and B. S. McLaurin.

DECATUR, Ala. — For the
fourth time in his young life Hey-
wood Patterson, heard the verdict
of guilty from an Alabama jury,
which in its benign justice this
time recommended a 75 year sen-
tence rather than death.

From the very beginning the
prosecution showed once again,
what is already known to every de-
cent man and woman—that the
Scottsboro boys eannot and will not
get a fair trial in the atmosphere
of an Alabama court room. This
was proven to the hilt during
every minute of the trial and was
emphasized in the prosecution’s
summary to the jury in which
every low and bestial prejudice
was appealed to in order to secure
a verdict of guilty.

There is hardly a doubt as to the
verdict in the case of Norris, now
proceeding. The decision in the
Patterson case has set the prece-
dent that the prosecution needed.

So biased were these trials that
defense forces are certain of am-
ple grounds for appeal. What is
needed now, is the unstinted sup-
port—{financially and morally—to
the defense now making its last
stand for the life of these Negro
boys.

Communist Opposition Suggests Unity Planks
In Letter to Communists and Socialists

NEW YORK, N. Y.—The National Buro of the Communist Party
(Opposition) has just made public an appeal for the unification into
one party of all genuinely revolutionary forces in the labor movement.

Such unity, says this appeal addressed to communist and socialist
workers, must be realized in order to “save mankind from the horrors
of another world war; to halt the advance of fascism and to overthrow
it where it is already in power; to destroy the whole mad system of
capitalism and to lay the foundations of a new socialist order.” In

AFL OPENS FIRE
ON LEWIS

MIAMI, Fla. — The executive
council of the American Federa-
tion of Labor after several days
of discussion finally took action
against the Committee for Indus-
trial Organization. The Executive
Council considered the existence of
the: CIO as “a challenge to the su-
premacy of the American Federa-
tion of Labor” and called upon the
organization to dissolve. Green,
however, was careful not to term it
an ultimatum and pointed to a
committee of three vice presidents
which is to discuss the whole mat-
ter with John L. Lewis and others
leading the CIO. The Committee
consists of George Harrison, G. M.
Bugniazet and Joseph N. Weber.

The action was not unanimous.
It was learned that six members
of the Council voted against, five
of them because they considered
that Green was pussyfooting on
the issue and the sixth being David
Dubinsky, the only supporter of in-
dustrial unionism on the Council
and an important figure in the
Committee for Industrial Organi-
zation.

The Committee for Industrial
Organization has replied in the
form of a statement by John
Brophy, the Director of the Com-
mittee, in which the A. F. of L.s
decision is interpreted as suppres-
sing the right to discuss the best
ways of organizing the unorganiz-
ed. Brophy insists that this is a
form of dictatorship which fosters
inactivity and stupidity.

Postpone Amendment )

The discussion over the Constitu-
tional Amendment to permit Con-
gress to enact social legislation, as
recommended by the Atlantic City
convention, was finally refered to
the March session of the Executive
Council after it became evident
that the Council itself was divid-
ed. Republican and Democratic
Party politics enters into this dis-
cussion in a big way.

Endorse “Fair Play” Committee.

The Committee on Fair Play in
Sports which has been conducting
an intensive campaign against the
Olympics in Naziland, was endor-
sed by the Council and Matthew
Woll was named as the Federa-
tion’s representative to that Com-

Again Auto Problem ‘

If the Council believed that with
the decision on the CIO it was
done with the question of indus-
trial unionism, it was quite mis-
taken. The question came up once
more in a sharp manner with the
appearance of Frank Dillon, pro-
visional president of the auto-
mobile workers union. Dillon peti-
tioned the Council for the removal
of craft stipulations from the
charter in order to permit him to
organize industrially.

order to realize this the Communist
Opposition calls upon the all revo-
lutionary working class organiza-
tions to cast aside prejudice or fac-
tional advantage and to consider
this problem “from the point of
view of the vital interests of the
proletariat.”

The  Communist Opposition
makes this proposal because it has
become convinced that “neither the
Communist Party, nor the Socialist
Party nor the Communist Opposi-
tion nor any of the other workers’
political groups is today in a posi-
tion to provide the basis for the de-
velopment of an effective revo-
lutionary party of the proletariat.”

However, the Communist Oppo-
sition does not visualize that uni-
fied revolutionary party as one in
which every and any political phil-
osophy can or should be included.
The CPO appeal lays down five
political tenets which it believes
such a party must adhere to if it
is to be able to carry out its revo-
lutionary mission. The following
are the five conditions which #ie
CPO considers as constituting a
“sound political foundation”:

“l. The eclass independence of
the proletariat—the rejecton of
any form of collaboration ¢r coali-
tion with the bourgeoisie.

“2. Revolutionary intenational-
ist opposition to impenalist war
and war preparations—the rejec-
tion of every form of class peace
or support of ‘our ovn’ imperial-
ist bourgeoisie, direst or indirect,
in any war it may vage.

“3. Clarity on the question of
the road to powgr—the practical
recognition of thy necessity of the
revolutionary oferthrow of the
bourgeoisie and the establishment
of a proletariav dictatorship in the
form of worke's councils.

“4, Recognizon of the proletar-
ian class character of the Soviet
government ¢s a workers state en-
gaged in the construction of social-

(Continued on Page 5)

SOVIET REBUFFS
INTRIGUERS

Maxin Litvinov created a sen-
sation when in the course of his
discussion of the charges of Uru-
guay he flatly denied that the Sov-
iet Union was engaged in any pro-
paganda in Uruguay and that the
latter had permitted Therself
to become a tool in the hands
of Italy and Germany who
have been conniving against the
Soviet Union.

Baron Aloisi of Italy was on his
feet immediately repeating the us-
ual refrain of civilization ete.
which characterizes the methods
of Italian foreign policy.

Litvinov further charged that
Uruguay should never have ousted
Minister Minkin before taking up
its alleged grievances with the
League of Nations.
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Through the medium of the
Senate Munitions Investigating
Committee, Roosevelt put the
“heat” to the Bankers in a cute
political circus. Alas for FDR, the
actors—Morgan, Lamont, etc.,—
quit the show before the last act.
More they are having the whole
play banned as “indecent.” The
Nye Committee's liberal tack in
the investigation has swamped
their frail canoe, overladen with
facts too hot for them to handle.
Afraid to attack the House of Mor-
gan as part of the capitalist sys-
tem, they created a personal devil,
J. P. Morgan. All went smoothly
until the last act, House of Mor-
gan’s control of the state and its
puppet Wilson—this was carrying
the thing too far. Nye begs for!
money to continue the show. He
will revise the last act if he gets
it. His as yet uncorked facts are
very valuable, however—the Mor-
gan loan flotation for Great Bri-
tain upon which there was no col-
lateral.

Months ago John T. Flynn, Com-
mittee investigator, let it be known
that the Committee would be

Nyejcom. to Continue;
Morgan Loans Bared

“American agriculture, labor, busi-
ness and banking . . . benefited in
a material way from America’s
great export trade.” Only the U-
boat “outrages’” made the American
people belligerent, and America’s
entrance imperative, Morgan added
and flaunted his pride in his con-
curring sentiments with that of
the people! That Germany was
forced to retaliate against Mor-
gan’s loans and supplies to the Al-
lies; that the Morgan-controlled
press fomented the atrocity stories
—this the Nye Committee failed
to unmask; that 1913-14 found the
United States in the trough of a
depression; that the nation was a
debtor nation; that its German and
Austro-Hungarian market was cut
away, and therefore the United
States, a growing capitalist power,
was forced by its dependence on
the world market to seek new
markets, so safe-guard these new
markets when threatened with an-
nihilation by joining the Allies in
their war—all this the Committee
evaded.

That Roosevelt intended the in-
vestigation as “pressure politics”

smeared on the 5-yard line, short-
circuiting a touchdown. With no
funds, with the State Dep’t refus-
ing documents, with the Committee
itself terror-stricken at its “audac-
ity,” the expose is practically end-
ed. Its evidence todate is invaluable
despite the failure to smash home
the obvious conclusion that the
House of Morgan’s war activities
are synonymous with the White
House. The former dictates to the
latter because of the nature of cap-
italism, in which the Morgan firm
is supreme.

From the start the House of
Morgan granted a loan to the
French Government after the
Wiite House was persuaded that
“?Wlmercial loans” were justifiable
(in asubtle distinction it was found
that his was not floating foreign
bonds) It became the agent of the
British Government. As the war
progresssd the Morgan House
handled 21 orders for the Allies
and all lowns. Of the total export
trade between 1915 and 1917 they
garnered 84%. Were they paid for
these order? ”Yes”, declared
George Whitmy, “in every instance
the money was paid.”

Outstanding n the investigation
are the revelatons of how the
House of Morgin dictated war
policy to the White House. Its pres-
sure forced sanctiming of loans;
its threat to withd:aw support of
the pound sterlhg, initiating
financial collapse of the Allies, was
a powerful club smashing into the
weak-kneed Wilson ind bringing
instantaneous obedienee. Lansing,
Morgan’s messenger it the White
House, delivered the orders to
Wilson, Balfour, Lloyi George;
countless others in the Allied camp
worked in collusion with the firm.

Were the Bankers responsible
for America’s entrance in the
World War? “No,” said Morgan.
In the beginning all classes,
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against his political foes, and a
demagogic pretence of anti-Banker
sentiment, does mnot obviate the
splendid raw material unearthed
by the Nye Committee, which the
labor movement alone can inter-
pret.
—S. H.

POLIGE DRUG
CAR MEN

OMAHA, Neb.—Despite the most
desperate attempts of the police, it
is becoming increasingly clear that
the striking car workers, indicted
here on a charge of criminal syn-
dicalism, are being embroiled in a
first class frame up. Besides the
usual police methods of planting a
stool pigeon inside the union—in
this case R. E. Marchand—the lo-
cal police department thought up
an improvement in the usual tech-
nique. In order to force confes-
sions from the strikers the de-
fendants were drugged and then
beaten.

According to latest developments
the police are concentrating on the
three leaders of the union (J. C.
Perkins, Wallace Pike and C. W.
Pike) who withstood all torture
and made no statements at all.
They are being tried under the
charge of criminal syndicalism.
Despite the slownéss with which
defense forces are getting under
way news of this impending trial
is spreading rapidly, many trade
unions learning of this case for
the first time.

Albert Goldman of Chicago will
probably take over the defense of
these workers.

PHILADELPHIA
BERNARD HERMAN

speaks on
Fascism and Democracy
On
Sunday Feb. 2, 8 p. m.
at

329 PINE STREET
Phila., Pa.

Auspices: Phila. Section C.P.O.

HAVE YOU GIVEN

CAN YOU SAY AS MUCH?

|
/

-
%)
¥

G‘,é/
()

International Communist Opposition

This is an enlargement of a stamp being sold now (in de-
nomination of 10c and 25c¢) by members and friends of the
CPO, as part of the drive to raise a fund of $5,000. As funds
are raised they are allocated three ways—extension of our
organization work, enlargement and improvement of Workers
Age, and for the Communist Party of Germany (Opposition),
to be used for underground work.

We are glad to be able to an-
nounce that the long expected and
much asked for articles by Jay
Lovestone on the present situation
in Europe are about to begin to
run in Workers Age.

The recent trip thru the most
important countries of Europe may
be compared to the trip which Com-
rade Lovestone made in 1932. Upon
his return then he was accused by
many of being unduly pessimistic
about the situation—this becausc
he foretold the victory of fascism
and decried the tacties of both
Communists and Socialists which
made this possible. Who was richt
history has proven.

Once more Lovestone returns
from an extensive trip and again
those who prefer wish-thinking
and day-dreaming to facing reality
are shouting pessimist, alarmist!
‘What Lovestone has to say about
recent developments you will learn
by following the scries of six ar-

LOVESTONE TO WRITE SERIES
ON EUROPE IN FERMENT

ticles which begins in the next
issue of Workers Age. Here are
the titles in the order of their
appearance:

1. Hours of Decision in France.

2. Rebuilding the German Labor
Movement.

3. “The British Commonwealth
of Nations.”

4. Soviet Union—The Dawn of a
New Day.

5. World Labor in Transition:
(two articles)

A. International Social Demo-
cracy.

B. The World Communist Move-
ment.

We don’t know how you are fixed
for money but if you want to take
a tip from us subscribe to Workers
Age immediately. It is the best
guarantee against missing any of
these articles so neccessary to a
thoro understanding of present-day
Europe.

PROPOSE GCC FOR
AIR GORPS BASE

The administration is seriously
considering a proposal to create an
air-corps in the CCC, under its
“educational” program. This re-
velation was made by Vidal, air
commerce bureau chief, at a hear-
ing of the House Military Commit-
tee. The latter was considering a
bill providing for the supervision
of flying instruction in private
flying colleges, colleges and uni-
versities, by the Air Corps.

The CCC has long stood condem-
ned as one of the basic recruit-
ing grounds for the military
power of American Imperialism.
This new step which must be
fought vigorously, is frank con-
firmation of the accusation. Vidal
testified that “until recently the
object of the U. S. as well as lead-
ing foreign powers had been for
quantity in aireraft and pilots,
now we and they are interested in
quality.” Translated, this means
that the broad bases of tremendous
rearming of the imperialists on a
war-time footing has been laid, and
the intensification of this drive is
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the new stage of preparation.

HOUSE DEFEATS
BONUS VETO

After years of struggle, the
veterans, who made the world safe
for democracy, have finally forced
the payment of their bonus. The
method that is scheduled to carry
is the issuance of “baby bonds” to
the sum of about 2 and 1% billion
dollars, redeemable after June 15th.
The overwhelming defeat of the
Presidential veto not only shows
the pressure of the veterans’ lob-
bies, but the pressure of the crisis
on the veterans themselves.

The Executive veto was based
on the following strategy: Roose-
velt can come before finance-cap-
ital as having “done his duty”; he
can come before the middle classes
as having done his best to avoid
increased taxation; and, he can
come before the veterans, saying
that a Democratic Congress passed
the bonus, and his veto wasn’t
decisive anyhow.

The ruling class was forced to
vield, but did so only because it
saw a way of shifting the finaneial
onus to the broad masses. Workers
and farmers must fight for a pro-
vision for payment by big-capital.

\ On the
LABOR FRONT

LaGUARDIA AS PEACEMAKER

Mayor LaGuardia has stepped

dustry in an effort to compose the
differences between the manufac-
turers’ groups and the union. If
the Mayor fails to bring about an
agreement New York will see over
100,000 workers tie up the indus-
try completely.

Leaving nothing to chance the
Joint Board of the Dressmakers,
under the leadership of Julius Hoch-
man, has made all preparation for
the strike.

A mass meeting of shop chair-
men was attended by several
thousand and was addressed by
President Dubinsky, Julius Hoch-
man, Charles Zimmerman, Luigi
Antonini, and others. President
Dubinsky was elected Chairman of
the strike committee with Hoch-
man as first vice-chairman.
 Dubinsky warned the manufac-
turers that the union’s demands
would be increased if a strike has
to be undertaken.

BUILDING SERVICE STRIKE

Building  Service  Employees
Union, Local 32B, has gone on
strike. Many buildings in the
Bronx, as well as in the fur and
garment district have been affect-
ed. The union demands wage in-

and a 48 hour week. Negotiations
are proceeding and some buildings
were forced to sign up because of
the sub-zero cold wave.

The union also announces that
15,000 of its members may be in-
volved in a general strike simul-
taneously with the pending strike
of the garment workers.

SEAMEN’S UNION ASKS
GOV'T INQUIRY

The Maritime Federation of the
Pacific Coast is in for a tough
time. Besides the Chamber of Com-
merce, the shipping interests and
the Department of Justice—all of
whom are dead set against the
militant federation—the Interna-
tional Seamen’s Union has joined
the pack.

The convention has ordered its
locals to withdraw from the Fede-
ration because “the Maritime Fede-
ration has been functioning con-
trary to the law of the Interna-
tional Seamen’s Union and the A.
F. of L.?

The convention has also un-
animously passed a motion calling
upon President Roosevelt to inves-
tigate conditions on the west coast.
Harry Bridges, militant leader of
the Federation, has also endorsed
this request. He stated that the
shipping interests would be found
responsible for the present state
of affairs on the west coast.

FURRIERS PLANNING STRIKE

For some reason or other all the
associations in the garment trades
are riding high these days. The
fur manufacturers have refused to
meet the demands of the Interna-
tional Fur Workers Union and a
strike in New York appears un-
avoidable.

INDIANA STILL UNDER
MARTIAL LAW

Clark and Floyd Counties have
been placed under martial law by
Governor Paul V. McNutt. Troops
were sent because of strikes in the
shirt plants of these counties. This
makes it a total of four counties
now under military rule. Strikers
are being arrested under various
charges but the bulk refuse to go
back into the shops until their
union is recognized. )
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into the situation in the dress in-

creases, in some cases up to 40%,
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WAR, FASCISM, AND THE MIDDLE CLASS

- By WILL HERBERG

The problem of developing an
effective mass movement against
war and fascism is an acute one
today; it confronts the advanced
sections of the working class with
an urgency that will not be denied.
The gravity of the situation is
fully appreciated on all sides and
there is undoubtedly the most fer-
vent desire to build up such a mass
movement. But good intentions, as
the recent Cleveland congress of
the American League Against War
and Fascism so amply proved, are
unfortunately of no avail where
there is no understanding. Nothing
is more imperative at the present
time than a thoro and basic dis-
cussion of the whole problem.

Some Marxist Fundamentals

It is necessary to begin with
fundamentals. Under conditions of
modern capitalism — Marxism
teaches us—no social movement
can possibly be genuinely progres-
sive unless it is, in some sense, a
labor movement. For, under modern
conditions, the "proletariat alone
has the class independence enabling
it to play a consistently progres-
sive role and the class power to
make its social action really ef-
fective. Unless it is firmly rooted
in the working class, no movement
can hope to develop enough clarity
and force to challenge capitalism in
any important respect. If this is
true in general, how much more
true is it for a struggle against

“war and fascism in which the very
foundations of the existing system,
objectively and by implication at
least, are called into question? In
the United States a movement
against war and fascism must be
a labor movement, a movement of
the laboring masses based on the
organizations of labor, or it is no
movement at all!

This conclusion is bound to
arouse the objection that, since the
working class is by no means the
whole of society, even in a country
like ours, to conceive the anti-
fascist movement as a labor move-
ment means to restrict it unneces-
sarily and therefore to limit its
force and power. Why not, we are
asked, appeal to the people as a
whole? Nobody wants war; no-
body wants fascism—that is, no-
body but a mere handful of reac-
tionaries. Why not, then, appeal
to everybody, since the broader the
appeal, the more numerous and
powerful the movement? Why al-
ways harp on “labor” and thus
make it more difficult to attract
millions of people who have no
direct interest in or connection
with the labor movement? It is
very good, of course, for trade
unions and labor organizations to
support the struggle against war
and fascism but, after all, they
constitute merely one of the ele-
ments in the movement and, -per-
haps, by no means the most im-
portant one. Such is the viewpoint
commonly held in liberal circles
and such is the viewpoint that,
under the slogan of the People’s
Front, seems to have determined
the activities of the official Com-
munist Party up to the Cleveland
. congress of the American League
and, to a certain degree, even after
it.

Cleveland Congress Thru Eyes
of Liberals

The liberals make no bones about
it. William P. Mangold’s report in
the New Republic (January 22,
1936) childishly absurd in every
important respect, is at least clear
in this. “The success of the League
depends,” he assures us, ‘“on its
ability to enlist all elements in the
country that are opposed to war
and fascism. Among these were....”
And then he proceeds to enumerate:
anti-fascist and peace organiza-
tions, church and religious, civil

‘movement against war and fascism

tions and so on and so on! The
proposal, made at the congress by
spokesmen of the S.P. and of the
C.P.0., to dissolve the American
League into a new, broad labor

is characteristically transformed
by Mr. Mangold into: “. .. the or-
ganization of a special anti-war,
anti-fascist body among the trade
unions” (my emphasis—W. H.)—a
sort of adjunct, apparently, to the
churches and peace societies! The
paragraph in the Nation (January
22, 1936) is quite in the same
spirit.

In substance, if not in form, the
liberal viewpoint is faithfully re-
produced in the official communist
press. After having been inform-
ed that less than 10% of the dele-
gates to the congress—197 is the
grand totall-—came from trade
unions of any sort, we are calmly
assured that “solid gains (were)
made during the last year by the
League in extending its base and
broadening its scope. . . .” (Daily
Worker, January 7, 1936). What
does this mean but that those res-
ponsible for the congress (or at
least for the story in the Daily
Worker) see the “base” and the
“scope” of the movement else-
where than in the trade unions, for
how otherwise could they plume
hemselves on an anti-fascist and
anti-war organization over 90%
aon-labor in character? We may
be told that the Daily Worker
should not be taken too seriously,
that its reports are mere ballyhoo
and face-saving. But even bally-
hoo and face-saving have their
political logic and may point signi-
ficantly to the fundamental orien-
tation in the background.

Why the Emphasis on Labor?

The problem still remains: Why
the “exclusive fixation” wupon
labor? Why “narrow down” the
movement, instead of “broadening”
it out by appealing to the people
as a whole? Let us translate these
questions in concrete class terms.
When the “people as a whole” is
spoken of, as something more than
the working class, what is meant
is, of course, the petty bourgeoisie,
the middle classes of town and
country. The problem is, therefore,
the relation of the proletariat to
the petty bourgeoisie in the strug-
gle against war and fascism.

Under the influence of the
strategy of the People’s Front and
of the new opportunist course as a
whole, there has grown up such a
tendency to idealize the petty bour-
geoisie that we are in danger of
losing our Marxist moorings. At-
tention is called to the growing
discontent and to the increasingly
radical mood among the middle
classes and the conclusion is drawn
therefrom that the petty bour-
geoisie has become a powerful pro-
gressive social force on which a
movement against war and fascism
can securely be based. But it is
necessary to state plainly that, as
a class, the petty bourgeoisie is in-
herently conservative; only under
certain conditions do sections of
it assume a progressive character.
All sense of Marxism and of so-
cial reality points to this conclu-
sion and yet its denial is directly
implied in the entire official com-
munist attitude to the petty bour-
geoisie today.

Only when they form part of a
social movement which is working
class in character and which is
under working class leadership, can
middle class elements play a pro-
gressive role. In the class struggle
against capitalism, the petty bour-
geoisie is a welcome and, indeed,
necessary ally—but the alliance
can have meaning and force only if
it is under proletarian hegemony.
Perhaps it may be useful to recall
another fundamental Marxist con-
ception—that, in modern society,
only the proletariat can rise to the

rights and defense groups, edqca-
tional, farm, women’s organiza-

level of an independent and leading

that all of the intermediate strata
all sections of the middle class, can
have historieal significance only in-
sofar as they fall behind either the
proletariat or the bourgeoisie!

The Petty Bourgeoisie and Fascism
Under present conditions, the
petty bourgeoisie no longer has the
social capacity to play an indepen-
dent role in the class struggle. If
it does not act under the leadership
of the proletariat, it is bound to
fall under the influence, direct or
indirect, of the bourgeoisie. And
this is especially true of those
movements, such as fascism, in
which the petty bourgeoisie, thru
an act of collective self-deception,
believes itself to be a genuinely in-
dependent force on the stage of
history. Here we see clearly how,
under prevailing conditions, ap-
parently spontaneous, superficially
independent movements of the-pet-
ty bourgeoisie—plebian, even “re-
bellious” in character—develop
directly into fascism. “The leading
representative of the small pro-
ducer who has not yet forsaken
‘his own standpoint’,” Lenin warn-
ed us long ago, “is very frequently
that of the anti-semites. .. .” In
fact, it is not too much to say that,
as things stand today, any petty
bourgeois movement, not firmly
under the leadership of the prole-
tariat, bears within itself an im-
pelling tendency towards fascism.
Not only, therefore, is an anti-wa:
movement of a predominantly mid-
dle class character doomed to utte:
futility but ultimately it may even
become a serious difficulty, perhaps
danger, to the very cause which it
is ostensibly out to serve.

The leadership of the proletariat
in a broad, popular movement
against capitalism in certain of its
aspects, such as war and fascism.
is not to be achieved by radical
phrases or by “clever’ manipula-
tions behind the scenes. The Cleve-
land congress was not a working
class gathering despite the speech-
es of Hathaway and Browder and
despite also the remote control of
the C.P. The Cleveland congress
was a petty bourgeois gathering.
a conference of miscellaneous mid-
dle class groups together with a
bare sprinkling of labor organiza-
tions. The hegemony of the prole-
tariat may be securely establish-
ed only thru bringing the petty
bourgeois masses under the in-
fluence of a united and aggressive
labor movement, a movement

place, upon the organizations of
labor!

True Aspect of a People’s
Movement

A labor movement is not simply
a movement embracing large num-
bers of workers—as should be ob-
vious from examining the Demo-
cratic Party or the Catholic
Church. It is a movement of the
class organizations of labor,
especially of the trade unions, for
in advanced capitalist countries
the trade unions are the basic or-
ganizations of the working class.
A labor movement against war and
fascism means, therefore, a move-
ment with a firm trade union base
and of a predominantly trade union
character, yet rendered all-in-
clusive thru its ready accessibility
to all workers organizations what-
ever without regard to political or
other distinctions. Such a move-
ment could atfract large sections
of the middle classes and, what is
more important, could turn their
activity into definitely progressive
class channels. This is how a real
peopie’s movement should be built
up—rooted in the labor organiza-
tions, leading the masses of the
petty bourgeoisie against capital-
ism!

Anti-faseist and anti-war sen-

timent is more widespread among
the American workers today than
it any other time in recent
lecades. The Atlantic City conven-
ion of the A. F. of L. last October
eflected the temper of organized
abor in the strong stand it took
wgainst fascism and against Italian
mperialism in Ethiopia. Spontane-
yusly, and with very little encoura-
zement, many unions are making
orave efforts of their own to
‘nitiate united action. The senti-
ment is there, vague and unclear
perhaps but very significant none-
-heless. The task of a real move-
ment against war and fascism is
lo give organizational form and
power to this widespread senti-
‘ment in the ranks of labor, to lend
it clarity and direction. It will not
lo simply to get together a few
>f the more progressive local
anions as a “labor base”; the prob-
'em is to give broad organizational
axpression to the rising spirit of
those hundreds of thousands of
workers who are just awakening to
the necessity of “doing something”
about war and fascism.

Such a movement will probably
not make as brave a show as the

based, primarily and in the first

congresses of the American

League nor will it pass such high-
sounding resolutions. It will cer-
tainly not be a “left” movement.
It will be elementary, hesitant,
crude, ideologically immature, cau-
tious to the point of conservatism,
burdened with old prejudices and
outlived conceptions. But it will be
a class movement! It will carry
American labor just a little way in
a fight against the fascist menace
—no further than labor is ready to
go at the moment—but that little
will mark the beginning of a move-
ment bearing within itself truly
far-reaching potentialities. And,
under present circumstances, this
is the supreme task of the Marx-
ists.

Sectarian Futility Under

“Radical” Phrases
It is not surprising that the
Trotskyites, whose morbid sectar-
ianism now bids fair to out—do the
worst excess of the “third period”,
ridicule the very idea of such a
broad, united front labor move-
ment against war and fascism.
Since it obviously will not accept
the revolutionary internationalist
position on war, a movement of
this character—they maintain—
must necessarily become only a
trap for the workers, ete., etc. Any
one who has the courage to plough
his way thru the columns of the
New Militant will find this view-
point expressed in all its glory. Is
it really necessary, at this day and
age, to deal with such “arguments”
of degenerate leftism? Haven’t
they been answered to the hilt in
the polemics of the last seven
years? On war as on political ac-
tion, the sum and substance of
Trotskyite wisdom seems to be
that, if labor is not ready at the
present time to accept the proper
revolutionary slogans, it can just
2o hang; short of a revolutionary
struggle, there is nothing that or-
ganized labor can do in fighting
war and fascism. This may sound
very “radical” but it is plainly the
most extravagant sectarian futil-
ity.

As Marxists, we should know
how to distinguish between revolu-
tionary anti-war and anti-fascist
aclivity proper, on the one hand,
and the mass mobilization of the
workers to take the first elemen-
tary steps in the struggle against
war and fascism, on the other. But
as Marxists, we should know also
how to combine the two into an
organic, integral whole, the fusion
of the conscious and the elemen-
tary, of the vanguard and the
class!

LARGE TURNOUT

In spite of the high admission
fee, more than 400 people crowded
the York Room of the Windor
Hotel, to hear Jay Lovestone speak
on “Europe in Ferment,” on Thurs-
day, January 16th.

In the course of an hour’s talk,
Comrade Lovestone analyzed the
present critical situation in Europe,
stressing particularly the rapidly
changing scene in France, and the
critical state of Austria and Ger-
many, closing with an appeal for
aid for the heroic anti-fascist
fighters in the latter countries. The
response to this appeal was a col-
lection of $75.00.

At the second meeting about 450
workers heard Comrade Lovestone
launch into a vigorous and illumi-
nating survey of the problems
facing the international working
class.

Briefly analyzing the decisions
of the 7th World Congress, and
hailing those decision which were
correct, Comrade Lovestone pro-
ceeded to a critical and devastating
analysis of the position of the C.I
on the question of war and bour-

class force against capitalism and

geois democracy, striking a note of

IN MONTREAL

FOR JAY LOVESTONE MEETINGS

warning on the danger that the
very principles of Communism
would be undermined if the C.P.
continues to pursue its present line
on these questions. He ended his
analysis with a fervent appeal to
the members of the C.P. to carry
out faithfully the correct decisions
of the Congress, but at the same
time to conduct an uncompromising
struggle inside of the party,
against the wrong, ultra-opportun-
ist tactics of the party leadership.
In his own words, “Not to follow
blindly and slavishly but to think
thru to clarity.”

In the discussion that developed,
every political tendency in ‘the
labor movement was represented.

The Trotskyites attacked Com-
rade Lovestone for refusing to see
that a Fourth International was
necessary, while the leading theor-
etical light of the party in Mont-
real, Comrade R. contributed to the
discussion by calling Comrade
Lovestone “Mr.” and placed him
in the same category with Norman
Thomas and Walter Duranty as a

“changed conditions.”

In his reply Comrade Lovestone
made a biting summary of the
anti-Soviet slanders of the Trotsky-
ites, and the ridiculous position of
the Party representative with his
“changed conditions.”

The meeting undoubtedly was a
step forward in the direction of
clarification of the Montreal com-
rades who are months behind the
American C.P. on all the vital ques-
tions.
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AT FIRST GLANCE

By Jay Lovestone

L& HOPE our comrades of the

Communist Party, LL.P. and
L.P. of England will not consider it
presumptuous on our part if we
give them some suggestions for
the occasion of Edward VIII be-
coming monarch of the British
“Commonwealth of Nations.”

All the labor delegates in the
House of Commons should intro-
duce a measure proposing the fol-
lowing:

One, the king should abdicate.

Two, all his income should be de-
voted to slum clearance. This
should certainly not be a hard task
for the erstwhile Prince of Wales.
He is reputed to have had—before
his father’s death—great interest
in the housing difficulties in the
depressed areas.

Thirdly, all royal titles and in-
comes therefore are to be abolish-
ed forthwith. The funds thus saved
for the people are to go towards
taking care of the children of the
poor, so that a more healthy gene-
ration will grow up to replace the
decadent titled family branches.

Fourthly, upon Edward VIII’s
peaceful and law-abiding accept-
ance of these measures, Parliament
should pass a law granting him
the right of asylum in the British
Islands. Surely, there should be no
objection on anybody’s part to res-
toring to England this right of
asylum for which it was once
world-renowed. We reckon that
even the most conservative people
in Great Britain will not object to
applying the right of asylum in
this case.

And what more peaceful way of
extending parliamentary demo-
cracy could one devise for the
Labor Party leaders who have such
abounding faith in it? We fervent-
ly hope that monarchical traditions
are already sufficiently weak and
republican sufficiently strong in the
ranks of British labor for it to give
serious consideration to these prac-
tical proposals of ours.

T IS WITH increasing rarity
that we have been able in re-
cent times to hail any act or event
in the ranks of official Commun-
ism. However, we rejoice at being
able to present to our readers the
following report from the Decem-
ber 21st issue of L’Humanite, cen-
tral organ of the C.P. of France:
“And finally, the law provides
for the extension of the military
service.

“We regret that only the Com-
munist delegates protested against
these measures.

“No doubt it will be remembered
what sarcasm greeted the famous
Stalin-Laval communique.

“Even in the ranks of the party
with which we have a united front
(Socialist Party of France) certain
forces claimed that the Communist
Party would drop its criticism of
and its attacks on French imperial-
ism and militarism. The Mulhouse
Congress reiterated this fantastic
assertion.

“We are pleased to report for
the information of the broad
masses that our Party has once
more proven in practice that it re-
mains the relentless enemy of mili-
tarism.”

This is indeed laudable—especial-
ly in comparison with what the
C.P. of Czechoslovakia did. At this
time we would further like to
stress that we would appreciate it
very much if our contemporary,
the Socialist Call, would try to ex-
plain the how and why of the
French S.P. vote on this bill.

HE YEAR-END financial re-
ports dispelled two notions
which have, in recent months,
gained wide currency. First of all,
it is not true that Roosevelt’s busi-
ness regulation policies strike at

—

ties. Secondly, it is untrue, that
public utility corporations have
been hit in the pocket-book by the
Roosevelt program.

The December dividends de-
clared by the biggest corporations
are the largest for any December
since 1931. Furthermore, public
utilities lead in the increase.
Banks and insurance companies
follow.

There is no question but that
there are serious differences of
opinion between many public utili-
ty directors and the Administration
over questions of government reg-
ulation. Both the White House and
the public utility directors are ani-
mated by the same motive: they
both seek the stabilization and per-
petuation, as well as constant en-
hancement, of private profit in
these fields. However, the Roose-
velt school is convinced that in the
interest not only of the public utili-
ties themselves but also of the gen-
eral good (of capitalism as a sys-
tem), some definite governmental

regulation and direction are neces-
sary. The leading utility heads
look askance at such efforts be-
cause they feel that conditions do
not demand them.

Some big business men may for
sundry reasons be anti-Roosevelt
today. This does not at all mean
that Roosevelt is fundamentally
anti-Big Business. Certainly, the
repeated demands of Wall Street
magnates for less government “in-
terference” and less government in
business does not mean that the
Roosevelt policies have brought
dire consequences for the profiteers
and speculators. In this light, it is
interesting to note the revival on
the New York Stock Exchange of
a custom abandoned during five
vears of the crisis. The last day of
1935, the final market session of
the year, saw two orchestras stir
a rousing farewell to the brokers
and tipsters. “Auld Lang Syne”
and the “Star Spangled Banner”
filled the air in the gallery of the
world’s most notorious gambling
joint—the den of forty times forty
legitimate and successful thieves.
Celebrations and festivities are the
tribute the money-changers and
the dividend-grabbers very ap-
propriately pay to our “progres-

sive” and “radical” President.

1936 carried the complete draft of
the Workers Social Insurance Bill
which will be introduced in Con-
gress by Senator Lynn J. Frazier
of North Dakota. The new draft
elaborates the Lundeen Bill and
includes, in addition to unemploy-
ment insurance, disability, old age,
maternity and widows’ and mothers’
insurance. It also includes in-
surance of the self-employed, that
is, of the unemployed middle class.
It is this last form of insurance
which we wish to discuss. The dis-
cussion does not cover the Frazier
Bill as a whole. This would re-
quire much more space.

The Frazier Bill is by far the
best yet framed on Social Insurance
in this country. The Lundeen Bill
itself was a true working class
document. The new draft goes
beyond this and effects a union of
the unemployed working class with
the unemployed middle class—a
union soundly effected in ac-
cordance with the actual economic
status of the unemployed person
rather than the alleged legal status
as a propertied person.

An Important Advance

The introductory paragraph in
the Daily Worker reads: “The sys-
tem of self-employment insurance
set forth marks a significant step
forward in social insurance pro-
grams. It provides specifically for
the self-employed, and thus bene-
fits directly farmers, professional
workers, the small business men
and all those who are popularly re-

the vital interests of public utili-

garded as the ‘middle class’.” The
provisions in the Frazier Bill which
carry out this idea are the defini-
tion of worker to include farmers
and other small business people
and the definition of eligibility
which rests on net income rather
than gross, the exemption of the
relief money from all creditor
claims and the inclusion of agricul-
tural cooperatives under workers’
organizations. This means that a
farmer who has not enough to eat
or wear can apply for aid without
being obliged to sell his cows first.
The small property owner with no
income and no buyer in sight can
also apply.

The Frazier Bill will thus apply
to the country as well as to the
city. In the past the Lundeen Bill
was for workers and a separate
Farmers’ Emergency Relief Bill
was pressed for adoption among
the farmers. This farmers' bill did
not become widely known. It
originated in the drouth section
and did not clearly distinguish be-

The Frazier Insurance Bill

The Daily Worker of January 4, !to save farm property. It attempt-

ed to challenge the capitalist sys-
tem in too many ways at once. In
addition, it made distinctions be-
tween farmers who relied mainly
on their own labor and farmers
who hired labor. Such a bill could
never have been enforced because
there was no division in custom or
law among farmers on this basis.
Some farmers who hired labor
complained about this feature of
the bill and a Communist organ-
izer was reprimanded for paying
any attention to their complaints.
The Bill was not intended for
“kulaks,” so the explanation ran.
The Frazier Bill, however, is the
same for workers and farmers. It
is a straight relief and insurance
bill, based on need and concen-
trating on essentials.
Possible Objections

The Frazier Bill will probably
encounter one set of objections in
rural sections. In small towns, vil-
lages and on farms its provisions
will seem exorbitant to many be-
cause the wage scale of agricul-
tural labor is less than the mini-
mum weekly unemployment com-
pensation of $10 and $3 for each
dependent. An agricultural laborer
who earns $7 a week plus his
house rent, wood and milk may be
getting in real wages as much as
or more than the minimum com-

tween relief and special measures

pensation would give a city labor-
er, but in dollars he receives less.
The great majority of agricultural
laborers do not get as much as
this. If some statement is not in-
cluded in the bill showing how to
equate country and city,rates we
shall have the spectacle on the one
hand of cautious but not unsym-
pathetic New England farmers
voting against it because it asks
too much and on the other hand of
Southern landlords equating coun-
try sunshine to city dollars.

A Suggestion

We believe that articles discus-
sing how the Frazier Bill might be
administered and what differences
from present conditions it would
make in predominantly country
regions would be useful. For ex-
ample, what farm organizations in,
say Louisiana, Arkansas, South
Dakota, Nebraska and Maine,
would be entitled to submit nomi-
nations for the panels of regional
and district committees? It is not
suggested that these matters be
included in the Bill itself but
merely that a pamphlet based part-
ly on talks with country people be
drawn up for the use of labor and
farmer organizations and Farmer-
Labor parties sponsoring the
Frazier Bill.

HE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
of the American Federation
of Labor is now in session in Miami
—among the orange scented
groves, as John L. Lewis puts it—
and before them lie many herculean
tasks. Whether the Council has
considered the general condition of
the A.F. of L. I do not know but
the fact remains that there is much
to be discussed. The phenomenal
growth which characterized most
of the international and national
unions has been almost completely
arrested. Only in isolated cases
do we find some legitimate mem-
bership increases. In most cases
membership has declined. All this
in the face of a most virulent
growth of company unionism as in-
dicated by a recent survey of the
Department of Labor. I use the
term “legitimate increase” advis-
edly because a number of craft
unions which figured prominently
in the fight against industrial
unionism at the Atlantic City con-
vention are conducting intensive
campaigns to “increase their mem-
bership” and their number of good
standing members so that they may
have greater voting weight at the
coming convention.

As I said, I don’t know whether
this condition will be gone into
but it remains a serious problem
and in a fundamental sense will
not be solved until the whole ques-
tion of structure is finally setbled.

* * *

Another question which might

An Experience In
Party Democracy

—_—

By JACK STEELE

You comrades know that I ap-
plied for readmission into the Com-
munist Party. Well, on December
28 I received a letter from the Dis-
trict Office requesting me to dis-
cuss my application with H. Yaris.
The substance of our discussion
was briefly the following: There
are certain things which are not
debatable any more in the Party.
The 10th Plenum of the Comin-
tern has declared “Lovestoneism”
as anti-communist and that ques-
tion is therefore undebatable. What
does he mean by Lovestoneism?
Well, that the C.P. was pursuing
a wrong tactical line on united
front, trade union question, etc.
This is not true. The party was
always right, is right and, I pre-
sume, will always be right.

When I pointed out to him that
forbidding members the right to
discuss the correctness of our pre-
sent and past line is a direct viola-
tion of democratic centralism, he
replied that it is the party that
defines democratic centralism. And
when I protested, insisting that the
C.I. had defined that a long time
ago and practiced it for years, he
went off on a long tirade on the
general subject of debating so-
cieties as against parties of action.
We discussed for about an hour.
He was friendly even almost com-
radely. He went so far as to admit
that “basically” most of the Loves-
toneites are communists. But when
I insisted on an aswer to why they
should not be in the Communist
Party his reply was that the
Lovestoneites think they are com-
munists but that that is not his
opinion.

Our conversation concluded with
his statement that he would oppose
my readmission into the party but
that I could appeal to the District
Buro if I am dissatisfied with his
decision. I closed by stating I could
see no reason for appealing since
it is quite clear to me that demo-
cratic centralism is as lacking to-
day as it was in 1930 and 1931.

Chicago, Ill.

TRADE UNION NOTES

By George F. Miles —

cause some rise in temperature is
the old building trades feud. De-
spite the praise showered upon
vice president Harrison for solving
this mess which threatened to split
wide open the unions of the A. F.
of L., the battle is on again be-
tween the McDonough group and
the Williams group. It all came
about because the smaller interna-
tionals are dissatisfied with the
division of the paid offices. A last
minute attempt to create some fic-
titious jobs at substantial pay may
solve this problem for another little
while. However, I stand ready to
give odds of 3 to 1 to anybody
that the next A. F. of L. conven-
tion will have the building trades
dispute on its agenda.
. I

And now a really serious prob-
lem disturbs the equanimity ot the
Council. It meets very much in
the shadow of the Supreme Court’s
recent actions. The destruction of
NRA and the subsequent failure
of Major Berry (a son of labor)
to create “a little NRA”, the over-
throw of the AAA, all of these
decisions are ill omens for the fu-
ture of the Wagner Labor Rela-
tions Act* and the Guffey Coal
Act. The Council is beginning to
grasp that we are at the start of
a most intensive drive against la-
bor during which first fire has been
opened by the labor haters against
any and all social legislation.

How to halt this drive? The
Council is discussing the propaga-
tion of a Constitutional Amend-
ment to make legal pro-labor so-
cial legislation. Whether or not
the Council will act favorably
upon this suggestion is not yet
clear. If it is carried the Execu-
tive Council will have overcome
some serious opposition within its
own body.

And finally there is the Com-
mittee for Industrial Organization
causing the Council untold grief.
There has been considerable news-
paper publicity to the effect that
this session of the Council will
take drastic action against the in-
ternationals connected with the
CIO. I do not believe that this is
accurate. Much as some of the
boys on the Council would like to
make an end of it by just cutting
the knot, caution will win the day.
It is far too rash a decision for
the Council to make. No one knows
better than the members of the
Council that such a decision—to
oust those internationals connected
with the CIO or take some other
form of disciplinary action—might
easily split the trade union move-
ment into two bitterly hostile
camps engaged in bloody battles.
Nothing could possibly be more
disastrous at this time.

Green is far too cautious a man
to engage in any such rash action.
No matter what decision is made
it will probably take the form of a
recommendation to the next con-
vention. The limit of the Council’s
action now would be a public
warning to the internationals
against becoming involved in any
dualist actions.

A comrade from Hartford mail-
ed in a clipping from a local paper
which once again proves the folly
of the independent and isolated ex-
istence of small local unions.

Many will recall the very mili-
tantly fought strikes in the Pratt
and Whitney Aircraft factory. I
believe they were then organized
as a federal local union. The de-
demand for merging the aircraft
locals finally led them. out of the
A. F. of L. under a “Left” leader-
(Continued on Page 7)

* In my column of January 18 I-
referred to the Supreme Court rul-
ing against Wagner Act. This of

course is an error, I should have
said the Federal District Court.
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The following appeul was sent
by the Communist rurty (Upposi-
tion) to the Nationai kwecutive

mmittee of the Socialist Party
nd the Central Executive Commit-
tee of the Communist Party.

—LEditor

N OVERWHELMING desire
for class unity is sweeping
the ranks of the workers thruout
the world today. lmpressed Wl:Lh
the vast progress of the Soviet
Union, awakened by the disasters
in Germany, Spain and other coun-
tries, where the disunity of the
proletariat was largely r‘esponslble
for the triumph of reaction, arous-
ed by the menacing advances ol
fascism in recent years, the masses
of workers are cailing for unity in
tones that will not be denied and
are impatiently brushing aside the
outworn prejudices and the old an-
tagonisms that have proved suqh
barriers in the past. Under their
pressure, great political obstacles
are being gradually cleared away.
Profiting by the experiences of
Germany, Spain and Austri_a, the
socialist masses are learning to
look with revulsion upon the c1:u§ie-
ly reformist bourgeois coalition
policies of their old leaders and are
beginning to tear down the wall' of
unreasoning hostility separating
them from the communist workers.
the official communist move-
g:mt, too, the utter bankruptcy of
the old sectarian course, of the
blind opposition to the unitgd front,
of the policy of dual unionism and
of the theory of social-fascism, has
helped to clear the way for a new
approach towards the sogahst
workers and thus to facilitate
united action. Proletarian unity is
the slogan that has seized .the
hearts and the minds of millions
of class conscious workers in every
part of the world who are begin-
ning to realize that the strgngth
of their class lies primarily in its
militant unity and solidarity.

The First Steps

The first form in which this ele-
mental striving for class unity has
expressed itself is the achievement
of trade union unity and the estab-
lishment of united fronts or com-
mon action among the socialist
communist and other labor organ-
izations. Great advances in this
direction have already been _made
in Austria, Spain, France, Switzer-
land and Belgium. Tho sometimes
weakened and disfigured by the op-
portunist distortions of the so-qall-
ed People’s Front, such umtefi
action represents not only a signi-
ficant step in the class consolida-
tion of the proletariat but also, and
precisely for that reason, the first
really effective answer to the
bloody challenge of fascism. In
the United States, the same under-
lying tendency is to be felt,.but
here specific conditions, especially
the weakness of the workers’ po}i-
tical movement, have hitherto giv-
en it the form primarily of a drive
for trade union unity.

Tnited action, however welcome
and necessary it undoubtedly is and
however vigorously all class con-
scious workers should strive to
realize it, is only the first step in
the direction of proletarian class
unity. Since the days of the world
war, the political movement of
labor, embracing its most advan-
ced and conscious elements, has
been split into two main streams—
social-democratic and communist.
Under the circumstances in which
it occurred, this split was both
necessary and progressive, for it
was the inevitable consequence of
the brazen desertion of socialist
principles on the part of the most
opportunist sections of the social-
democratic movement. Only thru
ks instrumentality could revolu-

tionary Marxism have rid itself of
the rotting carcass of anti-social-
ist opportunism and have acquired
that ideological independence and
freedom of political activity with-
out which a revolutionary move-
ment is altogether impossible. To
overcome this division in a sound
and effective manner has always
been a great objective for all rev-
olutionary Marxists. The highest
form of the unity of the proletariat
is the revolutionary unity of its
vanguard in the ranks of one revo-
lutionary party:

A Sound Basis

But, if such unity is to be any
thing more than a snare and a
delusion, it must be based on sound
political foundations. Austria has
plainly shown us that the mere or-
ganizational unity of the proleta-
riat within one party is not enough
to assure victory or to stave off
the triumph of fascism. What is
needed is not merely socialist unity
but revolutionary socialist unity—
the political unity of the proletariat
on the basis of the tested principles
of revolutionary Marxism. The ex-
perience of decades of the world
labor movement, climaxing, in its
various phases, in the great Rus-
sian revolution, in the miserable
fiascos of the two British labor
governments and in the bitter de-
feats in Germany, Austria and
Spain, have thrown abundant light
upon those principles which alone
can give strength and revolution-
ary effectiveness to a working class
political party:

1. The class independence of the
proletariat—the rejection of any
form of collaboration or coalition
with the bourgeoisie.

2. Revolutionary internationalist
opposition to imperialist war and
war preparations—the rejection of
every form of class peace or sup-
port of “our own” imperialist
bourgeoisie, direct or indirect, in
any war it may wage.

3. Clarity on the question of the
road to power—the practical re-
cognition of the necessity of the
revolutionary overthrow of the
bourgeoisie and the establishment
of a proletarian dictatorship in the
form of workers councils.

4. Recognition of the proletarian
class character of the Soviet gov-
ernment as a workers state engag-
ed in the construction of socialism
—the unconditional defense of the
Soviet Union against all enemies.

5. Democratic centralism as the
basis of party organization—in or-
der to be able to combine discipline
and unity of action with genuine
collective initiative and complete
freedom of political discussion and
decision within the party.

Unity—Need of Hour

Unity on such foundations would
be sound, revolutionary unity. We
must heartily greet the fact that
such unity is today becoming in-
creasingly possible, just as the de-
mand for it among the masses of
the class conscious workers is be-
coming increasingly urgent. Under
the impact of the colossal experi-
ences of the last six years, a deep
fermentation is under way in the
socialist movement everywhere,
achieving expression in a process
of far-reaching political differentia-
tion and, in particular, in a pro-
nounced swing to the left among
the best sections of the socialist
workers. In a number of countries
an important revolutionary wing
has emerged, breaking with re-
formism of all shades and openly
championing the principles of rev-
olutionary socialism (communism).
Behind this advanced element fol-
low other broad sections of social-
ist workers, at present more back-
ward but moving in the same gen-

eral direction. In the United States,

similar processes are taking place;
in a hesitant, irregular, uneven
manner, the leftward movement is
forming here as well, heading
towards revolutionary socialism.
This process of political reorienta-
tion now under way in socialist
ranks creates the possibility for a
broad extension of the basis of rev-
olutionary unity and gives the
slogan the timeliness and vitality
which it has already acquired.

The achievement of sound unity
will, of course, necessarily imply
the elimination of many obstacles
now in the way, including the
traces of old prejudices, remnants
of reformism and unclarity among
the left socialists as well as the
new opportunism and the stultifica-
tion of the forms of democratic
centralism among the official com-
munists. Such obstacles cannot long
withstand the mighty will to unity
of the masses of class conscious
workers.

Revolutionary unity is the great
demand of the hour. It must be re-
cognized that, by and for itself,
neither the Communist Party, nor
the Socialist Party nor the Com-
munist Opposition nor any of the
other workers political groups is
today in a position to provide the
basis for the development of the
effective revolutionary party of the
proletariat. Revolutionary unity
can and must be achieved if the
proletariat is to have a leadership
equal to the gigantic historical
tasks facing it—to save mankind
from the horrors of another world

UNITED REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

An Appeal By the National Buro of the Communist Party U.S.A. (Opposition)

war; to halt the advance of fasc-
ism and to overthrow it where it
is already in power; to destroy the
whole mad system of capitalism
and to lay the foundations of a
new socialist order.

Our Fight For Unity

The Communist Opposition was
born in the struggle for working
class unity. We championed the
cause of the united labor front
and of trade union unity when we
had to stand alone against the bit-
ter opposition of both the social-
ists and offitial communists. The
result of our unyielding fight for
unity are well known. Our funda-
mental policy has been thoroly
justified in life itself, in every one
of the great events that have
changed the face of the world
labor movement in the last seven
years.

Today it becomes the task of the
Communist Opposition to raise the
slogan of revolutionary unity in
response to the deepest needs of
the proletariat. We earnestly ap-

peal to the official Communist Par-
ty, to the left socialists and to all

other class conscious workers to:

face this problem, to discuss it and
to make known their attitude to-
wards it. We urge that the ques-
tion be examined entirely from the
point of view of the vital interests
of the proletariat and that any
secondary considerations of pre-
judice or factional advantage be
brushed aside. We are confident

that, if the question is approached

in this spirit, the answer can be
only one of enthusiastic support of
the movement for revolutionary
unity!

Our Tasks

For itself the Communist Op-
position lays down the following
tasks:

1. To raise and to champion the
slogan of vrevolutionary unity
among the workers of various
political tendencies and to fight
against all resistance to unity
whether it comes from right op-
portunism or from ultra-left sec-
tarianism.

2. To strive for the broadening
and extension of every form of so-
cialist-communist collaboration and
of the united labor front in general
in order to mobilize the forces of
the workers against capitalist re-
action as well as to prepare the
way for and to stimulate unifica-
tion on a still higher level, in one
revolutionary political party.

8. To explain the political basis
of sound revolutionary unity and
to expose and resist all efforts to
bring about unity on an unsound,
un-Marxist basis.

Forward to the united labor front
against capital!

Forward to the unification of the
class conscious vanguard of the
proletariat on the basis of revolu-
tionary Marxism!

NATIONAL BURO
COMMUNIST PARTY
(OPPOSITION)

Jay Lovestone, Sec’y

(Continued from Page 1)
lowing it to lie “fallow” or idle for.
decades. But in this. so-called
“modern” administration, the pro-
gressive achievements of capital-
ism are discarded, and farmers are
to be paid for reviving the essence
of feudal agriculture! Capitalism,
in its imperialist stage revives “all
that is dying and mediaeval.”
(Lenin)

As the administration has point-
ed out, certain features of Hoover’s
program are here included. In this
connection note should be made of
the fact that the triple A decision
did not arouse the expected enthu-
siasm in the ranks of the G.Q.P.
For the bourgeoisie, as a class, has
no fundamental solution for the
agrarian crisis. The major struggie
that looms concerns the attitude
towards foreign markets. Some
elements of the ruling class wish
to raise the farmer’s price at home
(domestic allotment plan) and keep
the export price low to compete
on the world market. Others wish
to raise the farmer’s price abroad

ROOSEVELT REACHES FOR RURAL VOTE

(export debenture plan, a kind of
inverted tariff) and begin a new
drive for markets, pointing out
that agricultural exports have
decreased, and imports increased.
The new plan is put forth with
an officially sponsored fear of un-
constitutionality, altho by leaving
out any provisions to pay the
bounties, it is hoped to avoid con-
flict with the Supreme Court.
Roosevelt’s strategy begins to be
outlined rather clearly, even at this
stage of the electoral game.

First, by transforming the AAA
machinery into the Soil Conser-
vation machinery, he will be able
to uphold the vast burocratic elec-
toral machine that he has built on
the countryside. This apparatus
acts also as a powerful pressure
instrument to keep the farmers
hitched to the ruling class.

Secondly, altho the benefit pay-
ments will eventually reach a
smaller layer of farmers, he stands
forth as maintaining a farm-relief
program that speaks in terms of
cash., This assures him of the

The following document is an
official complaint lodged by the
Communist Party of Czechoslova-
kia with the Czech Gendarmerie.
The appeal to the “republican po-
lice” against the Communist Party
(Opposition) is quite in line with
the action of the Communist Party
in voting for Benes for President
and for his proposed military bud-
get.

* *x B
To the District Police Authorities
in Asch (Czechoslovakia)
Concerning: Complaint against
misuse of our Party name:

The undersigned files the follow-
ing complaint in the name of the
Communist Party of Czechoslova-
kia, District Asch, with a request
for action:

Josef Voell, Asch, Arbeiter-
heim, publishes a periodical paper
entitled “Arbeiterpolitik.” As is

evident from the enclosed copy the

C.P. Drags OppositionL To Court

following sentence appears on the
title page: “Published by the C.P.
Cz. - Opposition.” The formulation
C.P.C.z. represents the abbrevia-
tion of the official name Commun-
ist Party of Czechoslovakia. The
use. of this formulation represents
a misuse of the official Party name
of the Communist Party of Cze-
choslovakia by virtue of No. 23 of
the municipal election law (names
of parties) particularly since Josef
Voelkl is not a member of our Par-
ty and was not empowered by us
to issue this paper.

In the name of the Communist
Party district organization of Asch
I hereby ask the Police authorities
to prohibit the further use of the
title “C.P.Cz.” on the front page
of the above-mentioned paper “Ar-
beiter-Politik.”

KARL WETTENGEL
Asch, Arbeiterheim

Asch, December 27, 1935.

major part of the agricultural vote.

Thirdly, the dangers of a “con-
stitutional amendment campaign”
already appear to be toc great to
the powers that be. The bour-
geoisie, if they did decide to pass
an amendment, would only concoct
one for their own class aims. This
would not be an amendment to
give Congress the power to pass
social legislation, but an amend-
ment that would increase the
powers of the Executive, perhaps
even with a loophole for a kind of
“government by decree,” “in the
interests of the mnation” (read
bourgeoisie). But, at present, it
becomes too risky to play with
the very conception of a constitu-
tional amendment. The differences’
over the type of amendment might,
they reason, hasten the develop-
ment of a Farmer-Labor Party,
and lose Roosevelt a good section
of his support. The bourgeoisie
cannot afford today to take the
same “liberal”attitude as was pos-
sible for their European brethren,
thirty and forty years ago.

—M. S. M.

0.P.0. APPEALS
FOR UNITY

(Continued from Page 1)
fsm—the unconditional defense of
the Soviet Union against all ene-
mies.

“5. Democratic centralism as the
basis of party organization—in or-
der to be able to combine disci-
pline and unity of action with gen-
uine collective initiative and com-
plete freedom of political discus-
sion and decision within the par-

ty.”
This document (printed on
this page) is being submitted

by the National Buro to the en-
larged session of the National
Committee to be held in New
York on February 22 and 23.
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NORWAY LABOR HALTS FASCISM

Comrade Hal Bojer is one of the leading comrades in the “Mot

Dag” group in Norway.

This organization is in fraternal relations

with the International Comnuunist Opposition.

In the next issue we wil print an article on the situation in Ger-
many by Comrade Aufheuser, one of the leaders of the Left group in
the German Social Democracy.—Editor

By HAL BOJER

I. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS
IN SCANDINAVIA

Norway and Sweden have been
getting their share of the general
tendency of revival, and partly
even more than their share. The
volume of trade has been increas-
ing, particularly in Sweden. On the
other hand, employment has not
been rising as rapidly as produc-
tion. Trade barriers have been
raised, and Denmark in particular
has been forced to make some
radical changes in order to adjust
itself to the difficulties of foreign
trade. Prices have not risen, des-
pite depreciation of currencies.
Agricultural prices have been low,
causing unrest among the farmers.

II. POLITICAL TRENDS
(a) Fascism

It was generally expected that
fascism would gain in strength in
most European countries after Hit-
ler's victory. And this seemed to
be the case, too. However, from
the very start the Scandinavian
countries were lagging behind in
this development, Democratic tradi-
tions were strong. The resentment
against German militarism, of
which Hitlerism was regarded as
an offshoot, was very strong. Elec-
tions showed slight gains for
fascism, large gains for the labor
parties. The fascists tried to ad-
just themselves to this condition,
everywhere claiming to be “con-
stitutional” and “democratic” as
against the parties of “Marxism
and dictatorship,” this term in-
cluding all labor parties. However,
one event was a complete knock-
out for all fascist tendencies, as
far as a foothold among the masses
is concerned, this event being the
murder of Roehm, Schleicher, ete,
in June, 1934. From that time on,
fascism has been on the run. The
petty bourgeois masses detested
the fascist propaganda, and look-
ed to the labor party for economic
reforms.

(b) The Bourgeois parties

These parties have been losing
ground everywhere. They have
been forced to disassociate them-
selves from fascism. For that very
reason, they have been unable to
come forward with any kind of
fake reform programs. On the
other hand, under the pressure of
the Labor Party, appropriations
for public works, for relief, sub-
sidies to agriculture, and fishing
have been increased. The Labor
Party has been credited as the
.only party determined to enforce
effective measures against the de-
pression. These measures have
been introduced mainly at the bot-
tom of the general business curve,
and the Labor Party has been able
to collect the credits for the re-
vival which has taken place.

(¢) The Norwegian Agrarian
Party

This party based itself on the
non-partisan farmers league, some-
what as the Labor Party is basing
itself on the unions. It used to be
the most reactionary one of them
all. Out of this party emerged the
main fascist group. When in office,
from 1931 to 1933, this party in-
troduced several reactionary
measures, the most important one
making all unemployed, receiving
public relief, ineligible for public
office. During this time the largest
lockout occurred, the one of 1931,
and the Agrarians mobilized mari-
nes and army detachments against

the workers. Until about one year
ago, the Agrarians continued as the
main reactionary force, the lead-
ers thundering against “Marxism,”
and blaming the whole economic
crisis upon the workers and their
organizations. This caused wide-
. . . 4

spread dissatisfaction "among the
membership. The farmers realized
that as far as debt reductions and
price-raising were concerned, the
agrarians and the laborites had
much in common. They deserted
their party by thousands while
others, remaining, demanded co-
operation with the laborites. Final-
ly, after the local elections in the
fall of 1934, the leaders got scared.
They realized that the laborites
were by far the strongest party
even in the farming districts and
realized that something had to be
done in order to keep all the farm-
ers from deserting their party in
favor of the laborites.

By the beginning of this year,
the Agrarians introduced a resolu-
tion of non-confidence in the
liberal government. The laborites
introduced a similar resolution.
These two parties combined con-
trol a majority in the parliament.
The Agrarians declared themselves
in favor of larger appropriations
for unemployment relief and
agrarian subsidies, and the liberals,
declaring themselves aguinst ex-
cessive government spending, re-
signed. With the blessing of the
Agrarians, the laborites formed
a new government.

(d) The Labor Government

The laborites, of course, had to
make concessions. First, they ap-
propriated the usual appanage for
the royal family. This is of minot
importance, most people regard the
royals as being ridiculous, and
they play no role whatsoever.
Move serious was the appropria-
tion for the sc-called state-police,
a creation of reaction which had
served the chief purpose of smash-
ing strikes. However, simultancus-
ly they are trying to re-shape this
body in order to check the re-
actionary tendencies somewhat.
The most debatable thing was a
sales-tax, making commodities
more expensive for the consumers.
All commodities are subject to this
tax, which amounts to 1%. This
was a direct concession to the
Agrarians, and has made the labor-
ites lose a little prestige among
the small store-keepers. Finally,
the laborites have been forced to
do all they can to avoid strikes,
and settle wage-matters peacetully.
All wage agreements were up for
revision this year, and the workers
expected to get some gains. Most
agreements, however, retained old
wage standards. Now, these were
the concessions, what are the
gains?

The first one, the prestige of be-
ing able to govern, and the credit
for the revival. Then the credit for
more subsidies to the agrarian and
fishing population. Further, gov-
ernmental works, and attempts. of
re-establishing some home-indus-
tries (ship-building, iron and steel,
artificial silk, etc.) which have been
at low ebb. Then some important
political gains. Some severe anti-
union laws have been repealed,
likewise the one making people on
relief ineligible. The Agrarians,
having introduced most of these
laws, now voted for their repeal.

(e) The Labor Movement

Last year, there was a sentiment
running: *“Concessions to reaction,”

let’s adopt the fascist slogans and
tactics, and gain their adherents.
This movement was checked at the
congress of labor youth. Simul-
taneously, some wunion leaders,
chief among them Halvard Olsen,
head of the labor federation, re-
commended some recactionary laws,
practically putting the union deci-
sions concerning strikes under gov-
ernment control. However, a move-
ment was started against this, the
labor members of parliament voted
against the law, and last fall at
the labor federation convention,
Olsen and his followers had to re-
sign from union leadership. This
convention was very radical in
mood. While most radical measures
were toned down, due to the lack
of an organized left wing, the con-
vention served as a lesson for all
those who wanted to co-operate
with the capitalists and make con-
cessions at the expense of the
workers.

One important achievement was
the decision to organize the unem-
ployed in separate unions, and giv-
ing them a good representation in
the federation. In general, the
year 1935 once more proved that
the real right-wingers have very
slight chances to get ahead in the
Norwegian labor movement. This
year, one more tendency has beer
checked, that of Colbjornsen, pro-
pagating for the erection of giant
industries according to some three
or five year plan, betore the work-
ers have seized state-power. With
the responsibility of being in office
the Labor Party has been forced to
drop these more or less utopian
schemes. Colbjornsen still is an in-
fluential man, but his plans have
been modified by himself, and even
more by others, mainly the cabinet
members.

Now, every class-conscious Nor-
wegian worker is expecting and
hoping for one thing: A majority
in the fall elections. And there are
chances that it may happen. The
liberals are discredited, they have
been playing too much with the
conservatives. The Agrarians have
been vacillating, their followers
think they may just as well go the
whole hog and join the laborites.
The fascists are playing no part
whatsoever. The communists are
falling in line, propagating for a
labor majority next fall, and for a
united ticket. They'll probably be
turned down, and in the last turn
all they can do is to ask their fol-
lowers to vote for the Labor Par-
ty.

Recently, the Communist youth
negotiated with the Labor Youth
for organizational unity. The whole
thing blew up owing to the de-
mand on the part of the Commun-
ists that the united youth should
adhere to neither one of the par-
ties. When turned down, they made
another proposition, namely of
forming a youth league, collectively
attached to the Labor Party, but
individuals to have the right of re-
servation. This too, was turned
down, and all the CP now can do
is to crawl on its belly for or-
ganic unity. This everybody ex-
pects them to do. Recently I at-
tended the congress of Labor Sport
for the town of Oslo. The Labor
Sport is a more important body
than the youth leagues, second only
to the parties and unions. At the
congress, the CP introduced a re-
solution for a wunited worker’s
ticket next fall. The Labor Party
resolution called on the CP to vote
for the Labor Party Ten hands
were raised for the CP, two hund-
red for the LP.

The recent elections in Denmark
showed large gains for the Social-
Democrats. This despite the fact
that they have governed for six
years—six years of depression and
difficulties. The wind here is blow-

Wowk wa 7 2300
PROMT DELVERY

“ANOTHER COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION”

The Ontario Section of the Co-
operative Commonwealth Youth
Movement held its first Annual
Convention in Toronto recently. 51
delegates, reprecsenting 800 mem-
bers, attended the Convention,
which occupied two days, and
charted the future course for the
organization. [The C.C.Y.M. is the
largest  working-class  political
youth movement in Canada.]

Reflecting the ideological level
of the majority of the delegates
was the continual bickering over
constitutional amendments. If this
level had been at a higher stage
of development, several important
resolutions on the united front, war
and sanctions, would have becen
considered of greater importance.
As it happened, it was not until
the last few hours of the conven-
tion that the discussion of thesc
items got under way.

What constitutes an united
front was left to the Provincial Ex-
ecutive to decide, thereby placing
in its hands extremely wide
powers,

A resolution calling for opposi-
tion to League of Nations sanc-
tions and support of independent
working-class  action, produced
much friction. The Y.C.L. sym-
pathisers lined up with the reac-
tionaries and the discussion result-
ed in a resolution stating that the
League of Nations could not be re-
garded as an instrument of peace
and that we support a labor boy-
cott. This does not provide a clear-
cut stand on sanctions. The dele-
gate who introduced this resolu-
tion stated that it was a com-
promise between the warring fac-
tions—the Lovestoneites on one
side and the Y.C.L. and reformists
on the other.

The following resolution on war
was adopted, despite strenuous ob-
jection:

“Be it rvesolved that (1) the
CCYM is unalterably opposed to
all capitalistic war. (2) In case
Canada should go to war the
CCYM will continue waging a
struggle of opposition to such
action by agitating amongst the
militia, regulars, reserves and all
military units to refrain from leav-
ing these shores and instead fight
for the overthrow of the existing
regime. (3) In time of war the
CCYM favours the general strike
as the only weapon that can stop
the capitalist class from using
workers as cannon fodder. (4)
Should a revolutionary situation
develop through Canadian partici-
pation in a war the CCYM will be
prepared to utilize the opportunity
to attain power. (5) The CCYM
must conduct an intensive anti-war
agitation now both within and
without the organization and to
the latter end it must cooperate
with and seek to attract other
youth organizations into a broad

probability of a labor majority
next fall is recognized by every-
body. This election in any event

ing in the same direction, and the

will turn out to be very important.
Oslo, Dec. 22, 1935.

CANADIAN YOUNG WORKERS
TAKE ANTI-WAR STAND

anti-war youth organization.”

On this question, of course, the
Y.C.L. lined up with all other pro-
gressive factions and endorsed the
above attitude toward ecapitalist
war. This resolution does not re-
present the sentiment of the CCYM
and undoubtedly a referendum of
all the units in Ontario will be
held, to reconsider it, and there is
no question of its rejeection.

In line with the recent turn of
the Communist International the
Young Communist League pre-
sented a proposal for organic unity,
which met with little sympathy
from the delegates. Due to the
third period tactics, a strong anti-
Communist sentiment has been
developed in the CCYM and all
proposals for unity are regarded
with extreme scepticism.

The CCYM in Ontario has barely
touched the fringe in endeavoring
to organize the youth. Efforts must
be made to transform it from its
present structure into a broad non-
partisan youth movement.
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Smith Blasts New Deal In Speech
To American Liberty League

At last the tension is broken.
Every Democratic and Republican
politician has been holding his
preath, waiting with great im-
patience for the “happy warrior”
to declare, what everyone already
surmised would be, a declaration of
independence from anything and
everything that the present ad-
ministration has done.

Surrounded by many of the lead-
ing Republicans—who, by a queer
quirk of fate found themselves sud-
denly the staunch defenders of
states’ rights and by many demo-
cratic dignitaries such as John W.
Davis, Governor Ely of Massachu-
setts, former Governor Ritchie of
Maryland, etc.,, Al Smith address-
ed an assembly of 2,000 who, ac-
cording to the New York Times,
“represented, either through prin-
cipals or attorneys, a large portion
of the capitalistic wealth of the
country.”

The setting was appropriate, the
time equally so, for the same day
the press carried the report that
Congress was considering an in-
vestigation of the very body Smith
was now addressing—the American
Liberty League. Equally in tune
was the character of Al Smith’s
speech—for running thru it all
was the attack upon the New Deal
(which he never mentioned by
name) as ‘“socialistic” or “com-
munistie.”

Mixing Oil and Water

This leader of reaction, who was
once the white hope of all liberals
and pink radicals, insisted that the
New Deal as carried out in prac-
tice is much closer to the Socialist
Program than to any program of
the Democratic Party and warned
that Socialism and Communism do
not mix with representative demo-
cracy. Warming to this subject, he
got quite a laugh by informing his
audience that “the young brain
trusters caught the Socialists in
swimming and they ran away with
their clothes.” And, in an effort
to make up for his failure to speak
at the Jackson Day dinner, he con-
tinues: “It is all right with me, if
they want to disguise themselves
as Karl Marx or Lenin or any of
the rest of that bunch, but I won’t
stand for their allowing them to
march under the banner of Jack-
son or Cleveland.”

Finally, Al Smith, always the
showman, ended with a vicious as-
sault upon the Soviet Union. “Now
in conclusion,” he said, “let me
give this solemn warning, There
can be only one capital, Washing-
ton or Moscow.

“There can be only one atmos-
phere of government, the clear,
pure, fresh air of free America, or
the foul breath of communistic
Russia. There can be only one flag.
the Stars and Stripes, or the flag
of the godless Union of the Soviets.
There can be only one national
anthem, The Star Spangled Ban-
ner, or the Internationale.”

He Speaks For No Man

Denying the possible charge that
e speaks for certain groups Smith
imsisted that he speaks for no one,
rather just as a simple citizen who
puts patriotism above partisanship
and wants to keep open those op-
portunities which made it possible
for him to rise to his present posi-
tion from a newsboy on the side-
walks of New York.

[We got to admit that he is
a good riser. He is now President
and director of the $55,000,000
Empire State Building; trustee,
the $150,000,000 Postal Telegraph
Company; director, the $50,000,000
National Surety Corporation; direc-
tor the $2,000,000,000 New York
Life Insurance Company; chairman
of the board of directors, the $42,-
000,000 Lawyers County Trust
Company; chairman of the board,
County Improvement Company,

Meenan Oil Company, Inc., Meenan
Coal Company, Inc.; director, the
Knott Hotels Corporation.]

But this former newsboy, now
the mouthpiece of the biggest of
big business is unalterably opposed
to having the rich help pay the na-
tional debt. At least that is one of
his chief arguments against the
New Deal—that it resorts to soak-
ing the rich.

Indictment of New Deal

His chief indictments of the
New Deal were that it stunts in-
dividual opportunity, it drains the
resources of the people, it sets
class against class and has creat-
ed a government by burocracy.

Taking up the platform of the
Democratic Party of 1932 wupon
which Roosevelt ran and was elect-
ed Smith charged that with the ex-
ception of the regulation of the
Stock Exchange and repeal of the
Eighteenth Amendment, not a
single important point has been
carried out. “This is the first time,”
he continued, “that I have known
a party, upon such a huge scale,
not only not to carry out the
planks, but to do directly the op-
posite thing to what they promis-
ed.”

Roll Call

Taking up the 1932 Platform
plank by plank he shows that
Roosevelt has reversed himself
thruout. Where the program called
for “An immediate drastic reduc-
tion of governmental expenditures”
the cost of government has gone
up: On paper, the pledge to
“abolish useless commissions and
offices” and in practice, he said, an
extension of commissions, boards
and burocrats of all kind. In words
the proposal for the annual balane-
ing of the budget thru “accurate
executive estimates” and in prac-
tice a constantly mounting deficit.
As against Federal credits to
states, the Fedaeral government has
itself taken over all relief work.

In the field of farm relief Smith
quoted the platform as promising
the enactment of “constitutional
measures” and pointed to the AAA
and the decisions of the Supreme
Court. “The Supreme Court,” he
said, “is working overtime, throw-
ing the alphabet out of the win-
dow, three letters at a time.)”
Where the Program pledges  the
President to remove “the govern-
ment from all fields of private en-
terprise,” the NRA turned out to
be, according to Smith, “a vast
octopus set up by the government
that wound its arms around all the
business of the country and choked
little business to death.”

In a similar vein Smith scored
the system of plowing under corn
and wheat while importing these
very commodities from foreign
lands and government’s entry into
speculative business by buying up
cotton of which it will own
4,600,000 bales by February first.

Smith Sees Bolt
Discussing the possibilities at
the coming Philadelphia convention
of the Democratic Party, Smith
visualizes an endorsement of the
Administration policies. Under
such circumstances, he said, “we
can either take on the mantle of
hypocrisy or we can take a walk,
and we will probably do the latter.”

MINERS FOOLED AGAIN

Governor Chandler, recently
elected with the support of organ-
ized labor, has ordered troops to
proceed to the coal fields of North-
ern Kentucky where the United
Mine Workers has led a bitter fight
for unionization lasting many
months. A veritable reign of terror
exists thruout the area, many
union miners having been killed
and woundéd and others framed

ORE THAN TWO decades of labor history

have swirled over the grave of Daniel DeLeon,
yet his opponents are not yet done vituperating him,
and his cohorts in the Socialist Labor Party not yet
done uncritically worshipping him. The memoirs
and autobiography of every significant leader of
American labor who knew and dealt with DeLeon
single him out for verbal lashing. Samuel Gompers
called him “that monumental libeler, that assassin
of men’s characters.,” Morris Hillquit, although
forced to admit that DeLeon was ‘“a person of great
erudition, rare ability, and indomitable energy,”
labeled him a “fanatic,” “the perfect American proto-
type of Russian Bolshevism.” Bill Haywood called
DeLeon “the theorizing professor.” The 8. L. P., on
the other hand, revives an editorial of his every so
often in the Weekly People, hawks his pamphlets as
gospel-truth, and quotes him as if he were the first
Pope. DeLeon is all that the S.L.P. has left and it is
making the most out of his heritage. That heritage
has so much glory and grandeur attached to it that
it has been able to keep alive even the wild sec-
tarians of Rose Street.

Amidst all this clamor and name-calling, both con-
demnatory and laudatory, one great voice has been
raised in DeLeon’s behalf since his death in May
1914 at Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York. That voice
carries so much authority, has proven itself to be
so often right, that it compensates by its quality
for the quantity of uncritical comment on DeLeon.
The voice is that of Lenin. John Reed wrote in May
1918, “Premier Lenin is a great admirer of Daniel
DeLeon.” In Six Weeks in Russia in 1919, Arthur
Ransome wrote, “Lenin said he had read in an Eng-
lish Socialist paper a comparison of his own theories
with those of an American, Daniel DeLeon. He re-
membered seeing DeLeon at an international con-
ference. DeLeon made no impression at all, a grey

evidently a much bigger man than he looked, since
his pamphlets were written before the experience of
the Russian Revolution of 1905. Some days after-
ward I noticed that Lenin introduced a few phrases
of DeLeon, as if to do honor to his memory, into
the draft for the new program of the Communist
party.”

What Lenin appreciated in DeLeon was the lat-
ter’s conception of industrial unionism and his theory
of the occupational state as he laid it down shortly
after the first meeting of the LW.W. in 1905. But
the above reports of Lenin’s admiration for DeLeon
are much too glowing; DeLeon did not fully under-
stand the nature of proletarian dictatorship and his
familiarity with Soviet power was limited. Lewis
Corey, in his magistral work, The Decline of Amer-
ican Capitalism, has stated the basis for Lenin’s
admiration better than any of the earlier commen-
tators, and in so doing also states the core of
DeLeon’s contribution to labor theory. “DeLeon,”
says Corey, “whose Two Pages from Roman History
Lenin considered a masterpiece was a great Marx-
ist, creative in his approach to American problems.
He stressed the role of a conscious, highly disciplin-
ed party as the spearhead of revolution, and waged
ruthless war upon reformist socialism and opportun-
ism. Although he did not originate the idea of in-
dustrial unionism as projecting the ‘government’ of
the new socialist order, he provided it with a
thorough Marxist approach and application, in-
sisting that Engels’ ‘administration of things,’ after
socialism abolished the state, could only be the com
munity of integrally organized producers. While
Lenin condemned the idea that the revolution de-
pends upon organizing the workers 100% indus-
trially under capitalism, he accepted industrial union-
ism as the basis of socialist society.”

But DeLeon’s theory was better than his practice.
In practice he was wrong consistently for almost
twenty years. He became in 1895, after reverses in
the American Federation of Labor, the most dyed-in-
the-wool dual unionist that the world labor move-
ment has ever seen, William Z. Foster, in The Bank-
ruptcy of the American Labor Movement, makes
out a case for DeLeon’s dual unionism as being the

LOSING THEIR CHAINS

Daniel De Leon and the Socialist Labor Party

old man, unable to speak to such an audience; but’

by James Sand

only justified movement of its kind in American
labor history. It is true that some apology can be
found in the fact that DeLeon did not believe that
the A. F. of L. with its craft unionism, its opposition
to independent political action by labor, and its suc-
cess-hunting ideology could become the organized
labor movement of America. But there is no apology
possible for the extent to which he carried his op-
position long after it was clear that the A. F. of L.
was here to stay and that it had to be revolutionized
from within., The phrase, “boring from within” has
its origin with DeLeon, but he soon gave up the
boring, first in the Knights of Labor and then in
the A. F. of L., and in 1895 set up the Sou..list
Trade and Labor Alliance. This was to prove a
failure great enough to split the S.L.P. and lead up
to the formation of the present Socialist Party. De-
Leon later turned to the I'W.W. but in three years
they had ruled out his political action clause and had
thrown him and his cohorts out into the cold. He
died amidst the organizational wreckage of the
S.L.P., the S.T. & L.A., and its beginnings in the
IW.W., and yet in historical perspect he looms
herculean. That little honor is done him today is
due to the political differences separating the S.L.P,,
which exists for no very good reason, and the other
proletarian parties. If the S.L.P. had accepted the
S.P.’s proposal of unity a year after DeLeon died,
the winds of doctrine would today blow more kindly
over DeLeon. But certainly the cantankerous wood-
pecking at De Leon by a Moissaye J. Olgin in the
Morning Freiheit last year can do little to besmirch
him. Dialectics, of which DeLeon was an expounder,
can best explain his failings and his contributions.
Vituperation can be left to those who can spit fire
without generating ideas.
* * *

Daniel DeLeon was born in 1852 on the island of
Curacao in the Dutch West Indies. His father was
a doctor, and he came of “a good family.”

His early years were spent in Curacao, and then
he studied at the “gymnasium” at Hildesheim, Ger-
many. After that it is said that he studied at the
University of Leyden, Holland. In New York De-
Leon studied at and was graduated from Columbia
Law School with honors in international law and
diplomacy, carrying off prizes in both. One of his
classmates was Samuel Untermeyer. He was made
a lecturer in his honor-subject, but his work in the
university terminated in 1889.

In 1890 he joined the Socialist Labor Party which
was then thirteen years old. Its influence was large-
ly among the German immigrant population of the
East, and its literary influence was through the New
York Volkszeitung, with which DeLeon was to do
hard battle for many years. He had come to the
"S.L.P. after work with the Henry George movement
in New York, and affiliation with Edward Bellamy’s
“Nationalist” movement. He then discovered Marx
and threw himself into work for a socialist society.
His active work begins with his participation as a
speaker in the mayoralty campaign of 1890. The
campaign resulted in the founding of a newspaper,
the People, edited by Lucien Sanial, with DeLeon
as associate editor. The next year DeLeon was made
editor and continued to hold that office until his
death in 1914, o

For five years he urged boring from within the
trade unions, and he himself attempted to bore from
within Distriet 49 of the Knights of Labor, while
other Socialists were boring in the A. F. of L. In
1894 the boring seemed to be taking effect. An in-
dependent labor party was sanctioned by a referen-
dum vote of the members of the A. F. of L. but it
was buried in the convention of the federation at
Denver. At this convention DeLeon succeeded for
the first and last time in having Gompers defeated
for the presidency. Gompers’ opposition to political
action which DeLeon nicknamed “pure and sim-
pleton” unionism, and his insistence on eraft union-
ism against DeLeon’s industrial unionism aroused
DeLeon’s hatred. In 1895 Gompers came back to
the presidency, and DeLeon pulled out of the A. F.
of L. (To Be Continued)

MINERS RETURN TO WORK

Miners in ten collieries of the
Philadelphia and Reading Coal and
Iron Company have been ordered
to return to work by the United
Mine Workers of America. This
week-old strike was called off after
the company agreed to comply with
the demands of the miners regard-

and jailed.

ing safety conditions in the mines.

t

TRADE UNION NOTES

S————

(Continued from Page 4)

ship. They continued to exist until
a few weeks ago when a new stop-
page was called. For two days
the workers remained out and then
went back to work. Sixteen of the
leading workers were fired and the
backbone of the union broken.

Now, according to the clipping a
“Club” (read company union) has
been organized, a club house se-
cured, an athletic field bought, and
a baseball team in process of for-
mation., Oh yes, we forgot to
mention, George E. Stavnitsky,
personnel manager of Pratt and
Whitney Aireraft, is president of

this Club.
Jan. 22, 1936
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PAINTERS VOTE FOR CLEAN UNIONISM!

NEGLECT PROVEN IN SILICOSIS
INVESTIGATION BY CONGRESS

Freeman Is Progressive
Hope In Elections To
Brooklyn Council

For the first time in many years
the members of the Painters’
Unions in Brooklyn and New York
will have an opportunity once and
for all to clean house, to tear up
root and branch the gangsterism
and racketeering which afflicted
these unions. On February 8th the
Brooklyn painters will vote for a
secretary of the District Council
and in Manhattan the workers will
be called upon to vote on February
29th.

For many years the Lepke-Gar-
rah thugs dominated and ran the
Brooklyn organization to their
pocket’s content. Internally the gun
and the black jack kept down an
ever growing resentful opposition
within the union. Now with the
outstanding representatives of this
gang behind prison bars for graft
and racketeering, the workers have
breathed a sigh of relief and are
preparing to place in office men
from their own ranks, whom they
know and trust.

Three Candidates In Field

There are three candidates now
in the field for the office of Secre-
tary-Treasurer of District Council
18 (Brooklyn). Bob Kellman,
nominated by Local 860 for this
position is a true disciple of Jake
The Bum (one of those who are
now in the jug) and if elected to
this position promises to conduct
himself in the best traditions of the
Lepke-Garrah gang. The second
candidate, J. Bresinger, is a mem-
ber of the “Rank and File Group”
and was nominated by Local 778.
The third candidate—the one who
has the best chances of getting
elected—is Sam Freeman, nominat-
ed by Local 645. Freeman, who has
made a name for himself because
of his fearless and undaunted op-
position during the worst days of
the gang terror in the union, is one
of the best known of the progres-
sives and has the endorsement of
the Painters Progressive Group.

The Progressive Program

The Program upon which Free-
man is running for office is also the
Program of the Painters Progres-
sive Group. Here it is:

“Recognizing that racketeering,
corruption, gangsterism and reac-
tionary trade unionism are harm-
ful to the best interests of our
union, the Painters Progressive
Group is pledged to fight for:

“1, Improved conditions and for
the best interests of all the mem-
bers of the Brotherhood, through
enforcing union conditions, scale
of wages, the 7 hour day on all
jobs and shops; equal division of
work during slow season; the right
of the man to his job after two
weeks of trial; for the enforce-
ment of the 50% clause in the
agreement. (60% of all workers
must be hired thru the union of-
fice. The employer may hire the
rest directly. All must be union
members.) ‘

“2  An honest administration.

“3, Democratic procedure and
free speech for all members of the
union.

“4, The strengthening of the
union through organization of the
unorganized and the unionization
of open shops; and AGAINST

“p. Discrimination because of
race, creed or political affiliation.

“g. Any attempt to weaken or
demoralize the ranks of our union.

“7. Corruption, racketeering and
favoritism.”

Freeman Getting Support

On Friday January 256, Freeman
addressed Local 971. After explain-
ing in detail the program upon
which he stands he entered upon a
discussion of present conditions in
the union and gtated that one of
the most important tasks is to

MINERS SUPPORT
LEWIS IN FIGHT

The United Mine Workers of
America, most powerful industrial
union in the A. F. of L., has begun
a two weeks convention in Wash-
ington. The union is expected to
face the problems of its own indus-
try, wage agreements for both
anthracite and bituminous, the
question of the 1936 elections, and
the problem of the struggle for in-
dustrial unionism in the A. F. of L.

Approximately, 3,000 resolutions
have been received from the lorals,
and while this interest and vitality
is to be welcomed, the over-
whelming majority of them present
no proposals in addition to- those
of Lewis on the question of poli-
tical action.

All the Locals, so far as can be
learned, are solidly behind Lewis,
in his struggle for industrial union-
ism, openly endorsing the principles
of the Committee for Industrial
Organization. This represents the
solid vote of a half-million mem-
bers of the A. F. of L.

Present indications are that the
miners have not yet been won over
to support of a Labor Party.
Lewis, Murray, and Kennedy (Lt.-
Gov. of Penna.,) are ardent New
Dealers and have already agitated
for support of Roosevelt in the
union organ. The insistence on an
open endorsement is being used by
Lewis in his fight against the
crafts who stand by the old for-
mula of “non-partisanship” and in
this respect, Lewis splits with the
progressives, who are not for any
sort of political action, but for a
Labor Party.

The present bituminous agree-
ment expires in 1937, and the an-
thracite contract on March 31 of
this year. The nature of both
agreements will be discussed at this
convention. The main task is to get
a one year agreement for anthra-

' cite, in order that both agreements

may expire simultaneously, and the
full power of industrial unionism
be exercised.

2,000 men, miners and technic-
ians, have been smitten by the
deadly lung disease, silicosis. Al-
most five hundred of these are al-
ready dead, and the other 1500 are
considered to be irrevocably doom-
ed, for no cure is known. The in-
halation of silicate dust is, accord-
ing to the Academy of Medicine,
the inhalation of poison. It is im-
portant to note that the Academy
believes that the disease also “pre-
supposes tuberculosis.” Not only
therefore is the lack of safety
precautions to be condemned, but
the industrial system which pre-
viously weakened these men to the
point of a tubercular condition, also
reveals itself as physically des-
tructive.

These men acquired the disease
working at the Hawks Nest Power
development at Gauley Bridge, Va.,
a project of the Union Carbide
Company. The company has res-
ponded to the charges of brutal
negligence by a flat denial and a
remark that “we are very proud of
our safety record everywhere!”

What is most striking in this
tragedy is the futility of an inves-
tigation from the point of view of
the men already stricken. They are
already doomed and bend their
minds only to the counting of their
numbered days.

Nevertheless, the horror aroused
has penetrated into Congress, and
an investigation of the conditions
at West Virginia is proceeding. In
this connection, a U. S. senator has
already maintained that the inves-
tigation will be made impossible
by the political struggle of the
GOP against the New Deal. That
is, that Roosevelt represents the
knight in armor who wishes to in-
vestigate, whereas the Republicans
are the utilities personified. Such
nonsense must be blasted by the
workers, for it is under the Roose-
velt 9dministration that this indus-
trial crime of the capitalist system
has occurred. The New Deal will
undoubtedly try to take advantage

clean the union of the remnants of
the Lepke-Garrah gang. This
statement was received with
great enthusiasm by the assembled
workers. The proposal to endorse
Frreman’s candidacy was post-
poned for a week.

Painters Being Registered

Considerable interest has also
been aroused in the situation in the
Manhattan District Council. Here
Zausner, whom all the panters had
learned to swear at in the course
of his despicable racketeering
career as the Czar of the New York
painters, finally was forced to duck
in an effort to side-step the same
fate that befell his compatriots in
Brooklyn. This left the position of
Secretary-Treasurer to be filled by
the election on February 29.

There are two candidates in the
field for this position—Bruno Wag-
ner who is said to have been very
closely connected with the Zausner
machine and Weinstock of Local
803. The latter is the outstanding
leader of the Rank and File Group.
According to most pre-election
guesses Weinstock appears to have
the best chance of election.

Election Procedure

In order to make absolutely cer-
tain that there is no fakery resor-
ted to in the elections the progres-
sives proposed that every member
of the union be forced to register
and only those be permitted to vote
who can show a registration card.
In addition it was also proposed
that observers of the Socialist Par-
ty and the Civil Libertids Union
be permitted with in the polling

places.

The process of registering all
union painters is proceeding but
the proposal for observers was
turned down today (Saturday). Ed-
ward Ackerley, a vice president of
the Brotherhood, stated before the
District Council that the General
Executive Board would not permit
observers from organizations out-
side the union.

Eyes On The Painters
The eyes of the progressive
workers of all unions will be turn-
ed upon the members of the paint-
ers’ unions during this month in
the hope that the workers will rise
in sufficient numbers to deal a
death blow to the gangsters and
racketeers which infested these
unions. A victory for clean and
progressive unionism in the two
district councils would go a long
way to raise the prestige of union-
ism generally and would also give
courage to the progressives in other

unions making the same fight.
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of the situation for its own politic-
al ends, but it is the entire econ-
omic system that stands condem-
ned, not one boss party as against
another.

The “humanization of the cap-
italist system” is a very old cry of
the well intentioned. Yet this
struggle has been going on for
years without the elimination of
whole groups of social afflictions
admittedly industrial in character.
We are not under the impression,
that because, in a fundamental
sense, only the elimination of the
breeder of social and industrial
diseases, the capitalist system, can
end its effects, that nothing can be
done. But these efforts must be as
stern and as well organized as the
opponents they struggle against.
Even the most widespread move-
ment for a cleansing of the sys-
tem cannot be successful if based
on individuals. The power trusts, as
well as other monopolies, can be
hit effectively by the workers
themselves thru their own organ-
izations. Just as the movement
against more obvious brutalities,
so-called “sweatshop” conditions,
only accomplished its ends when
the unions themselves dictated
conditions of sanitation, so here
will the same cure obtain. The
broadest possible movement for the
control of industrial disease, based
on the trade union movement as a
whole, and conducted by the trade
unions affected in particular, can
force these callous industrialists
to their knees, can compel health-
saving precautions.

These two thousand wage-work-
ers are doomed. But the Congres-
sional Investigation must not be
allowed to fritter away in meaning-
less “recommendations” to the
company officials. The investiga-
tions of English industrial condi-
tions made by Marx shows that
even with radical factory inspec-
tors making proposals, all super-
vision was evaded by the capital-
ists until the workers themselves
forced better conditions. A strong
union movement, constantly vigi-
lant, can talk the language these
rulers understand, and can really
force some changes in the horrible
conditions at Gauley Bridge and
elsewhere.

UNITED SHOE I
UNITY APPEAL

Israel Zimmerman, General Or-
ganizer of the United Shoe and
Leather Workers Union addressed
an appeal to the Executive Council
of the A. F. of L. to unify the
ranks of the shoe workers into one
union. No reply to this document
has yet been made public.

The letter to the Council was oc-
casioned by the present situation in
the city of Haverhill in which the
employers utilized the division in
the ranks of the workers to oust
the United. In this case the Boot
and Shoe was used for this pur-
pose. Using this as an example of
the situation that has plagued the
shoe workers Zimmerman makes a
stirring appeal for unity in the
name of his General Executive
Board.

“Before the Executive Council of
the American Federation of
Labor,” the letter says, “this situ-
ation presents not only an oppor-
tunity but a duty of taking the
initiative of putting an end to the
disgraceful condition. We propose
to you in the interests of the shoe
workers in particular and the trade
union movement in general that
you initiate a call for a conference
of representatives of the various
unions now existing in the shos
industry with a view to unifying
all these forces under the banner
of the American Federation of
Labor.”

The United goes on to pledge
every possible cooperation in the
successful conduct of such a con-
ference.

WHAT DO YOU SAY?

Do you like Workers Age in
its present form?

Have you any suggestions for
its improvement?

Please, take the trouble to
drop us a line telling us just
what you think. It will be of
great help to us in making
Workers Age more effective in
the working class struggle.

Address your comments to
George F. Miles, Editor Work-
ers Age, Box 68, Etation “0,”
New York, N. Y.
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