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THE UNITED FRONT
AND ITS LIMITS

As to the united front, the resolution
correctly states that the united front
movement “is still in its infancy”. It
goes on to say that, todate, in France
“the first advances of fascism have been
defeated.” This takes the ground from
under the illusion that “the road to
French fascism has been closed.” The
resolution lacks an adequate concrete
analysis of the very serious shortcom-
ings and errors of the French united
front movement. This analysis is all the
more necessary since the French exper-

*

ience has been put up as the internation-
al model at the Congress.

The resolution states that the united
front “is the most important immediate
task of the international labor movement
in the present historical epoch.” We wel-
come the strong emphasis on the neces-
city of turning to the reformist organi-
zations. This is especially urgent in
view of six years of ultra-leftism and
the “united front from below.” But the
resolution lacks a simultaneous empha-
sis of the limits and the objective of the
united front movement. The Seventh
Congress gives directives not only for

Strengthen Courage of German
Communists; Swell $5,000 Fund

By Jay Lovestone

Dear Comrades and Friends:

Our appeal last week was not in vain.
Some of you answered right away and
right well. We are encouraged.

But good beginnings don’t necessarily
insure a fine finish. We have a long
road to hoe. Every day, every hour re-
veals the burning urgency of our task.
To show that we are not crying “wolf”,
we talk to you-straight from the heart.
We hope you will answer straight from
the shoulder.

In this morning’s mail our weekly re-
port from underground Germany brings
such saddening news as to cause us deep
anguish, painful concern. Here it is:

“Comrade Scheler-Titus was sentenced
by the Supreme Court of Jena to 14 years
prison for alleged membership in the
Communist Party of Germany (Opposi-
tion) and underground activity on be-
half of the CPO. In addition, he has
been deprived of all citizenship rights
for 15 years and is subject to police su-
pervision for the rest of his life. This
verdict is so unspeakably unjust that it
must call forth mass protest. This case
proves once again that Fascist justice is
indeseribably brutal.

“The trials that occurred this year in
Thuringia are characteristic. omrade
F. Giessner (Gera) was sentenced to 3
years prison, a few months ago. Later
on. Comrade W. Kopp (Greiz), Martin
(Weimar) and Krukel (Jena) were sen-
tenced to 8, 10 and 12 years respective-

ly. All comrades were accused and con-
victed of underground work on behalf
of the CPG-O.

“It is rather significant that the Ger-
man press designed for abroad did nol
publish a single word about these trials.
Ic is, therefore, all the more necessary
for the workers of other countries to
come to the aid of their brothers in Hit-
ler Germany and to register their pro-
test against Hitler savagery.”

Now, what is ycur answer? How soon
are you going to answer it? And what
are you going to do about it?

No Nazi bestiality can break the spir't
of our embattled, courageous comrades
in the Hitler inferno. But failure on our
part, on your part, to stand by them, to
help them, to show real, practical,
prompt response and solidarity can and
will hurt our common cuause beyond
measure.

This is plain talk, unvarnished by emo-
tion, undisturbed by the ghastly terror
of the Hitler hordes. We know, and you
know, that we can all count on the un-
stinted devotion, the inestimable sclf-sac-
rifice of the revolutionary proletarian
heroes of the Third Reich.

Now—ean our death-braving com-
rades over there count on us, on you
over here? Only we, only yeu can an-
swer this decisive question. In advanc~
we sav: OF COURSE. all of us. all of
vou will respond to the vital need of

thrse tragic, yet inspiring, hours. Poor,

the next few months but for a longer
period. Therefore, the resolution should
have stated expressly and unequivocally
that the winning of political power by
the working class is not possible thru
the united front movement. The seizure
of political power presupposes that the
Communist party is already the leader of
the majority of the working class, i.e.,
the leader of the working class for an
armed uprising, a civil war, and not only
for partial and immediate demands as
in the united front struggle. To be sil-
ent on this, for fear cf repelling a tem-
porary ally, will lead to opportunist de-
viations and to a possible collapse of the
strong united front movement. The fail-
ure to uncover the limits of the united
front movement weakens the correct ap-
peal of the resolutions “not to give up
independent work of Communist educa-
tion, organization, and mobilization of
the masses.” A true united front move-
ment is not weakened but strengthencd
thru a clarification of its limits.

United front tactics can only serve as
the means for ushering in the struggle
for the seizure of power. The united
front movement is indispensible for this
purpose. To grasp clearly the limits of
the united front movement is the pre-re-
quisite for the proper organization, as
demanded in the resoluticn, “of elected
(or in the countries under fascist dicta-
torship selected from the most authoii-
tative participants in the movement)
non-partisan class organs of the united
front in the factories, among the unem-
ployed, in the workers’ districts, among
the small townsfolk and in the villages.”
Only when these non-partisan broad class
organs of the united front are conceived
of as the preliminary stages of the fu-
ture political soviets can the united front
movement build the organs for an extra-
parliamentary struggle for partial de-

as we may be, unsatisfactory as your
present cenditions in the U. S. may be
and are, still, we are extremely fortu-
nate in comparison with our German
comrades and friends. More than that.
We are fortunate to be able to help, to
do our bit at so little cost—at no risk,
free from such gruesome trials and trib-
ulations.

You: We want you to come
speedily and handsomely.

You: Will give today because

You want to aid, because

You are stirred to help, because

You are glad and proud to assist.

Helping hands—mighty fists—into the
Fascist durgrons!

Shed no tears. Spare no cash. Give
and give—until it hurts the Hitler hooli-
gans and frees the world’s bravest men
and women.

OVER THE TOP! BOOST THE $5,000
DRIVE. THE TIME IS SHORT. THE
NEFED IS GREAT.

across

mands. Without these organs, scrious
successful partial struggles are impos-
sible. ‘The experiences had in these
broad non-partisan united front organs
during the struggle for partial demands
from the starting point for the trans-
formation of these organs for partial
demands into political councils (soviets)
—into organs for the struggle for politi-
cal power.

THE UNITED FRONT vs.
PEOPLE’S FRONT GOVERNMENT

Such an error of omission is particu-
larly evident in the resolution in the
paragraph on the united front or Peo-
ple’s Front Government.

“If with such an upsurge of the mass
movement it will prove possible and ne-
cessary in the interests of the proletar-
jat to create a proletarian united front
government or an anti-fascist People’s
Front government, which is not yet a
government of the proletarian dictator-
ship, but one which undertakes to put

into effect decisive measurcs against fas-
cism and reaction, the Communist par-
ty must see to it that such a government
is formed.”

It is conceivable that in the course of
a mighty united front movement based on
strong non-partisan united front organs
the question of the government is put be-
fore it—before the Communists have a
majority in the non-partisan class or-
gans of the united front. Under such cir-
cumstances the attitude of the Commu-
nists toward the formation of a govern-
ment is decisive for the winning over for
communism of the masses organized in
the united front movement. A situation
may arise when such an experiment is
necessary in order to eliminate the very
last democratic illusions of the workers.
In this sense, Lenin proposed to the
Mensheviks and the Social Revolution-
aries in September 1917 to dissolve the
coalition with the bourgeois parties, es-
pecially with the Cadets, and to take

(Continued on Page 3)

New York Militant Socialists
Set Up New State Organization

The New York members, in revolt
against the Old Guard, met on December
28, 29 to constitute themselves as the
official state party and to lay plans for
organization. The credentials committee
reported 93 delegates from various citics
thruout New York State. New York
City had a representation of 41 official
delegates while about 8 delegates from
upstate locals were there merely as cb-
servers. The up-state delegations were
markedly different in their composition
being proletarian and unemployed, and
in their attitudes mostly antagonistic to
the Old Guard because of the latter’s
neglect and disregard. They showed a
greater lack of political maturity than
did the New York City delegates who
at least were revolting to a degree
against the Old Guard politics and meth-
ods of organization.

The convention opened with a key note
speech by Jack Altman. He recited the
many grievances against the Old Guard
politicians especially hitting the attempt-
ed “reorganization” of the New York
City branches which would have amount-
ed to virtual disfranchisement of a good
section of the local New York party.
Altman’s speech was followed by various
short reports of delegates from differ-
ent locals, attending the convention. The
great majority of these speeches were
marked by complete absence of political
analysis. The upstaters were mostly con-
cerned about their neglect by the OIld
Staic organization to which they attri-
buted the blame for their lack of growth

and steady disintegration. A notable ex-
ception was the speech of Brickner (Buf-
falo) which bristled with invective and
revolutionary indignation against the
Old Guard.

The convention went on to elect its
resolutions and organization committee.
The delegates accepted the two (!!)
resolutions presented by the former com-
mittee. One resolution endorsed the So-
cialist Call and the other declared that
“we assume the responsibility of an
emergency of the S.P. of New York and
proceed to elect a representative State
Committee and take such further action
as may be necessary to save the party in
New York and we instruct the State
Committee to appear before the N.E.C.
at its next meeting to claim recognition
as the state committee of New York.”
All other resolutinns were referred to
the State Committee especially the four
RPPA mimeographed resolutions. Poli-
tical issucs were deliberately avoided by
this procedure.

During the course of the convention,
Sam Friedman spoke for the “centrists”
or “Acting Action Committee for the
Committee on Unity”. His plea for uni-
ty or for another “harmony” pact was
met with almost unanimous disapproval.
The most revealing aspect of Fried-
man’s spcech was the reading of a tele-
gram from Dan Hoan. The latter stated
his agreement with the “Centrists”
moves for “harmony”. It was also ru-
mored that Hoan had exnressed much

(Continued on Page 4)

REVIEW OF THE WEEK

SOCIALIST EXECUTIVE RESCINDS N. Y. CHARTER; F. D.
BEGINS CAMPAIGN FOR REELECTION; FRAME UP CAR
WORKERS IN OMAHA ; SHOE STRIKE ON IN HAVERHILL

Socialist Executive Takes Charter from “Old
Guard” But Militants Face New Investigations

HE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE. of
the Socialist Party, meeting in
Phitadelphia last Saturday and Sunday,
lifted the charter tfrom the New York
“0Old Guard” Socialists after a bitter
strugg.e. 'The decision culminated in
the resignation froin the committee of
James Oneal, spokesman of the “Old
Guard”. However this cannot be con-
sidered as a victory for the Militants
since not only was the recently set up
Militant State Committee not recognized
but their whole status, even in New
York City, is left very much in doubt.
The Charter, lifted from the Old Guard,
being held by the N.E.C. until such time
as its non-partisan committee renders a
full and complete report after investi-
gation.

The sessions of the Committee’ got un-
der way with a fight over jurisdiction.
The N.E.C. deciding it was competent to
hear the dispute (the word split is ana-
thema). A report brought in by Devere
Allen called for lifting the charter from
the Old Guard and granting it to the
Militants. This was bitterly fought, not
only by Oneal and Graham but also by
Darlington Hoopes of Penna. To make
matters still worse Dan Hoan, who had
posed as a pillar of the new Militant
leadership of the Socialist Party threw
a bomb-shell into the deliberations by
sending a letter (he found it convenient
to- absent himself) suggesting that the
five leading factionalists on each side be
given a leave of absence from Party ac-
tivity and an effort be made to compose
the difference. No action was taken on
this letter but it does indicate that the
troubles of this N.E.C. are by no means
settled.

Coolidge’s amendment, ultimately
adopted, called for lifting the charter
from “Old Guard” and for investigations
by a.Temporary Supervisory Committee
for the State, to work with a Committee
for the N.E.C. A whole series of new
elections and conterences are provided—
inciuding a new conference in New York
State thus disposing of the Utica State
Conference. The amendment has a mil-
lion loopholes and will itself become a
source of any number of new difficult-
ies if the “Old Guard” should decide to
remain and fight.

The Supervisory Committee appointed
for the State consists of Lewis Tonks,
Warren Atkin, Murray Baron, Joseph
Baskin, F. Brushingham, Emily Bacon,
Harold Raitt, Vincent Dancis, Abraham
Miller, Charles Garfinkel, Adolph Held,
Carlotta Kinsley, William G. Perry, Max
Delson and Frank Crosswaithe. The
Committee from the N.E.C. consists of
Allen, Coolidge and Krzcki.

It was during the course of the dis-
cussion on this amendment of Coolidge
that Hoopes of Penna. finally came over
to the position of the majority and this
action stimulated the Militants to sharp-
en their line, at least as far as their
speeches were concerned. Krzcki made
a very sharp attack against the “Old
Guard” leadership in New York, com-
paring them to the Green-Woll elements
in the A. F. of L. and ended his speech
by the statement that the Socialist Par-
ty would be served best if they were
to betake themselves elsewhere.

The decisions of this N.E.C. meet-
ing are characteristic of the vacillating
and weak-kneed attitude of the present

Militant leadership. Even those muster-

ing sufficient courage to lift the charter
from New York-—probably because Nor-
man Thomas was directly and irrevocab-
ly involved—they had not the stamina
to complete the task. Instead they left
the New York City and State organiza-
tion up in the air while still continuing
the talk of “peace” and ‘“harmony”.
These half-way measures will be found
to satisfy no one—neither Dan Hoan
who is now deeply involved in a United
Front with LaFollette and can’t be both
ered with “petty squabbles”, nor the
“Old Guard” which has declared war to
the "knife, nor even the Militants, who
are left high and dry.

It must be stated that the attitude of
the Militants at the Utica Conference
was equally compromising (see article
on this page) and deserved no better
treatment at the hands of the N.E.C.

The Socialist Party is due for a per-
iod of more widespread demoralization
and disintegration.

ROOSEVELT OPENS WAR
ON OPPOSITION

RESIDENT ROOSEVELT opened his
campaign for reelection to the
Presidency by his message to the joint
session of the House and the Senate.
The section dealing with foreign affairs
gave warning to “those nations which
are dominated by the twin spirits of au-
tocracy and aggression” and has result-
ed in great resentment in Germany, Italy
and Japan.

In the rest of his message on the state
of the union he gave in broad outline his
plan for strict neutrality in case of war,
for a stronger navy and other armed for-
ces, pledges not to increase taxation and
to cut down on relief expenditures.

The opposition to the New Deal he
labeled “our resplendent economic au-

tocracy” and stated that now with the
progress of recovery these ‘money
changers” were again seeking ‘“the res-
toration of their selfish power.”

As far as home policies his pledge
of approaching balancing of the budget
coupled with the restriction of relief ex-
penditures has an ominous sound in the
ears of the unemployed. In foreign pol-
icy the U. S. is placed on the side of the
sated imperialist powers against those
fighting for a redivision of the world.

CAR STRIKERS FRAMED
IN OMAHA, NEB.

RISING OUT of a street car strike

strike continuing since April 20 the
police of Omaha, Nebraska have taken
steps to crush the street car union al-
together (Local 1002 of the Amalgamat-
ed Associaiion).

Utilizing the finding some time ago
of unexploded dynamite found in various
parts of the city the police drew up war-
rants charging “conspiracy” or ‘“con-
spiracy to commit felony by dynamit-
ing” and arrested 16 active workers in
the strike. The following are the arrest-
ed workers who have not been permitted
to contact their attorney and have been
grilled for 55 consecutive hours in an
effort to concoct a frame-up: William
Lux, August Bonacci, John Marasco,
John Eggleston, J. M. Kitta, H. P. Stey-
er, W. W, Pike, C. W. Pike, Ed Lubsen,
E. R. Bloomberg, E. C. West, Wm. H.
Howard, J. C. Perkins, H. L. Scott, I.
Lockwood and R. E. Marschand.

The local press has carefully sup-
pressed all informaation about the whole
matter but the local movement is aroused
and an attempt to set up a general de-
fense committee for these workers is

under, way now.

HAVERHILL SHOE BOSSES
CAUSE UNION FEUDS

& HAVERHILL SHOE WORKERS
are now involved in a general strike be-
cause of the refusal of the employers to
renew their agreement with the United
Shoe and Leather Workers Union. In-
stead the manufacturers resorted to the
old irick of playing one union against
the other. They escorted the Boot and
Shoe and the Brotherhood into town and
while the three are battling it out the
bosses are picking the workers’ pockets.

The United Shoe demanded and suc-
ceeded in securing a referendum of the
shoe workers. Out of over 2,000 ballots
cast, about 1,200 workers voted for the
United while the remaining 800 votes
were divided beiween the Brotherhood
and the Boot and Shoe.

Workers from other shoe centers com-
ing in to assist in the strike are being
turned back at the town line. Police are
very active in their campaign to demoral-
alize the strikers.

MARINE UNIONS on the West
Coast are again the center of national at-
tention. Strike action may develop soon.
In the meanwhile the A. F. of L. leaders
of the various unions involved are plan-
ning to take steps against the militant
workers. The Chamber of Commerce of
San Francisco has also renewed its de-
mand that the Department of Justice
step in to assist the shipping interests.
This is a combination which may face
progressive labor with increasing fra-
quency as the struggle between the con-
servatives and the progressives in the
unions sharpens.

* » *
® FLAT GLASS WORKERS were or-
dered out in general strike. Five thou-
sand workers in 8 cities are affected.
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WORKERS AGE

At First
GLANCE

By JAY LOVESTONE

HERE IS MUCH cause for every

class-conscious worker being distur-
ed over events in France. Formal laws
by capitalist dictatorships, known as
bourgeois democratic governments, to
limit or even outlaw Fascist organiza-
tions have never yet served to save the
working class from Fascism. The exper-
iences we have had with the development
of fascism in Italy, Germany and Aus-
tria are replete with evidence substan-
tiating our unequivocal conclusion.

It is all the more tragic, therefore, to
find that the vanguard of the French
working class, the Communist Party of
France, at this late date nourishes the
illusion that the capitalist state ap-
paratus can become the weapon with
which to slay the fascist monster. Such
notions only pave the path for irremedi-
able disaster in the not distant future.
These are not subjective evaluations on
our part, but conclusions arrived at after
serious examination, conclusions fortified
by the facts of experience and life.

Here is an exhibit of the validity of
our indictment. It is crushing. A few
weeks ago the walls of the Parig boule-
vards were plastered with a Communist
Party poster captioned “Reconciliation
Francaise.” In plain but painful English
this is: French Reconciliation—a sad-
dening and criminally stupid evaluation
by the French Communist Party of the
results of the December debates in the
Chamber of Deputies over the dissolu-
tion of the Fascist Leagues. The con-
tents of this declaration by the French
Communist Party, fully in accord with
the line of the Seventh Congress of the
Communist International, are unspeak-
able from the Marxist-Leninist point of
view, from the angle of basic working
class interests and elementary prole-
tarian decency. Let the contents speak
for itself. We quote in part:

“Enough with appeals to force. The
French nation must have peace within
itself. . . . The French nation, true to
its glorious past, wants liberty thru
love of its neighbor and peace thru
the brotherhood of nations. . . . The
Communist Party, which maintains
the great ideal of social justice and
human brotherhood, dreams of the
establishment of a French Republic of
Soviets . . ., calls for Frenchimen to
make peace among themsclves, for
Unity of the Nation against the
minority of parasites.”

This is supposed to be a very clever
attempt to steal the thunder from the
Fascist ultra-nationalist forces let loose
against the proletariat and toiling people
by the two hundred families who rule
France. No working class organization,
least of all a Communist organization,
should resort to such unclean and suicidal
tactics. The insertion in the proclama-
tion about the dreams of the French
Soviet Republic is only heaping insult
upon irreparable injury. Such dreams of
today will become the nighimares of to-
morrow, if these tactics are persisted
in. We hope the membership of the
French Communist Party will soon lay
a heavy hand on those responsible for
such travesties and crimes against the
revolutionary French proletariat, against
the working class of France and all other
countries.

But we of the International Commun-
ist Opposition do more than hope. Real-
izing the gravity of this dangerous
course, the tragedy in the 'making in-
herent ia this ultra-right line, are de-
termined to fight to a finish against such
banalities and folly.

HE PROSPERITY prognosticators of

all hues are now working up a
fever. They seem to be flushed with a
discovery, the findings of which reveal,
at least to their own satisfaction, that
the poor are no longer getting poorer
and the rich have stopped getting richer.
A close examination of this well pre-
pared whirlwind reveals that it is a tem-
pest in a leaking teapot.

Our overpaid statisticians of first
magnitude are now making much noise
over the fact that the 1934 income tax
payment reports show only 32 recipients

British Miners Near General Strike

On the 24th of October 1935 the Kxe-
cutive Committee of the Miners’ Fed-
eration was summoned to London to
hear a statement- by the Secretary for
Mines on the steps the Government was
taking to deal with the present situa-
tion. Capt. Crookshank said that he
hoped to receive an undertaking from
the coal owners that selling organiza-
tions would be set up in each district
and that they would be centrally coor-
dinated. By this means it was hoped
that price evasions and internal compe-
tition would be climinated so improving
the revenues and enabling the industry
to pay higher wages. He says that he
had arranged to meet the Central Council
of the owners on the 31st ult., when, he
thought the undertaking would be de-
finitely forthcoming. In that event the
Government would prepare the necessary
Statutory Orders and put them before
Parliament so that the new organization
could be in operation by July 1st next
year. In these circumstances he re-
quested the E.C. to reconsider the ques-
tion of the ballot. This was a reversion
to the Mond Turner Peace in Industry,
co-operation of owners and men.

An analysis of the problem shows, that
the same conditions which confront the
mining industry in Britain are confront-
ing all other coal producing countries.
This condition is one of disproportion
between effective demand and available
capacity to supply that demand. The
capacity for producing coal is greater
than the effective demand, and the sur-
plus capacity for production exists in
every coal producing country. It is es-
timated at about 25% in Germany, 30%
in Britain and 50% in Poland. In each
case additional coal to this extent could
be produced from the already existing
mines.

Causes. Coal is now being produced
in countries which were formerly depend-
ent on external supplies. Development
of other forms of fuel power, e.g. elec-
tricity, and water power. Increasing

of over a million dollars a year. Culling
figures out of the columns of this
treasury rcport, they cite that in 1914
there were 60 such fortunate persons,
that in 1925 there were 207 and in 1929
513 occupants of such financial pin-
nacles. These analysts further harp on
the fact that the net income in the mil-
lion class reached $1,212,099,000 in 1929
and fell off to $56,659,000 in 1934. Pity
the impoverished uppermost class!

Let’s go bencath the surface a bit. In-
dividual returns filed in all categories for
1934 incomes totalled 3,988.269. Of these
3 568,788 showed incomes below $5,000.
In other words, nearly 90 out of every
100 income—tax filers had a total an-
nual income below $5,000. Any insurance
company president, any director of an
automobile corporation, any guardian of
a Gloria Vanderbilt, any American
spouse of hybrid Ttalian prince will tell
us without hesitation that $5,000 a year
wouldn’t suffice even for pin money, let
alone for sustenance, cducation and a
semi-decent existence. But there is a
fact even more significant than this,
which is entirély omitted from the
Treasury report, and quife naturally so.
This report presents no figures of the
millions of gainfully employed and pre-
sently disemployed who have incomes
that are even too low for qualifying
them for the great privilege of filling out
a report! Here is the real key to Amer-
ican Prosperity.

In the categories below $5,000 there
were 2,230,817 individuals who showed
no taxable income at all, while 1,337,971
had taxable income. The taxable group
here could show an average annual in-
come of but $2,427. Prosperity run
amuck! Economic democracy on a grand
scale! Where’s the proof ? O yes! Note
the fact that in this second year of the
“Roosevelt Era” poor harassed Big Busi-
ness drew in dividends on stocks of
domestic corporations $2,700,019,000; in
profits on business $1,742,080,000; in
partnerships, $641,116,000; in rents and
royalties $477,430,000; fiduciary $301,-
407,000; and in interest other than tax
exempt, $963,457,000, etc.

Why so “few” in the millionaire class?
Unquestionably, the United States not
only have the best engineers, prize-
fighters, racketeers, gangsters, but also
expert income tax accountants—certified
all along the line.
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AN EXCELLENT GIFT

FOR YOUR FRIENDS

economy in the use of coal, by extrac-
tion through improved practices of a
greater amount of heat and encrgy per
unit of coal burned. Development of
machinery in the mines. In 1920 13%
of the coal was produced by machinery,
in 1930, 31% % i.e. 75.8 million tons,
1934, 47% i.e. 103 million tons.

The effects are that in the last few
years we have witnessed a large develop-
ment in output on the one hand, and a
contraction in the use of coal on the
other hand. The result is that we have

NewWorkersSchool
Begins Winter Term

On Monday January 20th the Winter
Term of the New Workers School starts.
A number of new and interesting class-
es have been organized on subjects of
interest to the labqr and revolutionary
movements.

The Courses that are being given this
term are:

1. EUROPE TO-DAY: a series of six
lectures by Jay Lovestone, who has just
returned from a tour of Europe, on EU-
ROPE TO-DAY covering the economic
and political situations in France, Ger-
many, Czechoslovakia, Austria. Soviet
Union, as well as an analysis of interna-
tional Social Democracy, and the Inter-
national Communist movement. This
course will be given on Friday at 8:30
P. M., Jan. 24th.

2. MARXISM, LITERATURE AND
ART: This is an entirely new course,
never before given in any workers in-
stitution in this country. The instructor
is Bertram D. Wolfe. To be given on
Fridays at 7 P. M. beginning January
24th—6 sessions.

3. MODERN POLITICAL THOUGHT
by Will Herberg who will discuss the de-
velopment of political thought of the
19th centuries as the background for a
thorough examination of the Marxist
theory of the state, followed by a detail-
ed analysis of the Soviet State and the
Fascist State. Monday at 7 P. M. be-
ginning Jan. 20th—8 sessions.

4. PRESENT PROBLEMS OF
TRADE UNIONISM: by George F.
Miles. A thorough discussion of the back-
ground and development of American
trade unionism. The struggle between
craft and industrial unionism. A con-
crete analysis of the present division
within the A. F. of L., the implications
of the activity of the “Committee for In-
dustrial Organization”, the tasks of or-
ganization of the progressive forces, the
approach of the various tendencies in
the labor movement to the problems fac-
ing American labor. Tucsday at 7 P. M.
beginning Jan, 21st, 7 P. M.

5. DIALECTICAL MATERTALISM:
By Jim Cork. A study of the historical
roots of the Marxist world view and its
philosophieal background, French Ma-
terialism, Hegel and the Young Hegeol-
ians, Feuerbach. The basic text for this

sic “Introduction to Dialectical Material-

ism” now in the process of publieation.

Tuesdays, at 8:30 P. M.—8 sessions, be-
innany January 21st.

6. FUNDAMENTALS OF COMMU.
NISM: By D. Benjamin. A basic orien-
tation course of those desiring to begin
a systematic study of Communist theory
and practice. This course of analy-
sis, of the economie, social and po-
litical structure and functioning of the
capitalist system, the contradictions
within capitalism, tendencies making for
a new social order, the nature and form
of socialist society will start Thursday
at 7 P. M.—8 sessions, beginning Jan-
uard 23rd.

* ok %

The registration fee for all of the
above classes with the exception of the
ones by Jay Lovestone and Bert Wolfe
is $2.00 Admission to Lovestone’s and
Wolfe’s sessions are by a 25 cent single
admission only.

Registration for all of the above class-

course will be August Thalheimer’s clas- .

intensified ecompetition both in the Ex-
port and Internal Markets. ‘The outpu.
of the worker has increased from 1714
cwis. per shift per man in 1924 to 23.3
cwts. in 1934, Accidents in the mines
have increased from 820 killed and 122,-
419 injured in 1933 to 1,073 killed and
132,859 injured in 1934. In contrast to
the wages paid to the miners which have
decreased from an average of 53 shil-
lings, 9 pence in 1926 to 44 shillings, 5
pence in 1934, (this figure includes thc
carnings of piece workers and all high-
ly skilled labor on the surface and un-
derground, as well as those of certain
classes of officials which are above the
average) the Royalty owners’ plunder
remains constant. They took from the
industry nearly 5 million pounds in 1934
the greatest of these being the Eccles-
iastical Commissioners who drew 300,-
000 pounds, to Lord Londonderry’s small
pittance of 9,500 pounds.

It is interesting to note that one ton
of coal in 1934 produced 10% more ga.
than in 1921, and 41% than in 1913.
One ton of coke and coal gave 92%
more electricity than in 1920. Arising
out of this coal sold cheaply at the Pit
Mead realizes a minimum prcfit for the
purpose of wage agreements, but con-
tributes huge profits, for steel, iron.
gas, and electricity, which coal owners
receive as shareholders in these subsi-
diary undertakings. .

In addition to this they received 4,-
128,199 pounds profit from the miners
in 1934. The workers in this basic in-
dustry have suffered more than any
other in a declining capitalism. The num-
bers of workers employed in 1925 was
1,213,724, and in 1934 788,210, a reduc-
tion of 425,514.

This is the situation that the Miners
Federation of Great Britain is faced with
today. How does it propose to solve it?
They propose a policy of reorganization
and adjustment within the capitalist sys-
tem, co-operation with the coal-owners,
National Agreement on wages, Quotas
to restriect output, Export Levy. This
shows they do recognize that the min-
ing crisis is simply a part of the gen-
eral crisis of capitalism, and that. the
same problems that face the cotton
workers and steel workers also face the
miners. Capitalism cannot be rcorgan-
ized on social lines, a struggle for the
ownership of the means of production
and distribution is involved. To organ-
ize for social nceds is to organize along
anti-capitalist lines. The line of social
needs and the line of greater profits are
not identical.

The miners answered this policy by an
overwhelming  vote of 937% majority
for strike action, empowering the
union to take action on the wage ques-
tion. This is not a question of main-
taining wages at their present low level
but of increasing them. In this demand
they have the backing of all workers, a
victory for the miners would give a fillip
to the workers in other industries to
fight for betler conditions.

L.F.T.S.—London,

es is now open. The New Workers
School Forum will begin on Sunday,
February 2nd at Irving Plaza. Watch
the Workers Age for announcements of
speakers and topics, or better still, drop
us a card with your name and address
and we will place you on our mailing
list and keep you posted on our forum
lectures and special events.

JOIN!

Communist Party U. S. A.
(Opposition)

For information on
the activity and poli-
cies of the Communist
Opposition write to

COMMUNIST PARTY
(OPPOSITION)
Box 68 Station “0”

New York City

Quotation Marks

democracy.

siderable degree of clarity. We suggest

bourgeois republic.

Therefore under both forms of the state

will also be endangered.

The present policy of the Communist International of backing the bourgeois
democratic form of capitelist rule as against the fascist form has created illusions
in the minds of many proletarians on the nuture of cluss rule under a bourgeois

Below is an cxcerpt from a speech by August Bebel in 1912 showing a con-

ponder this qucstion which was erystal clear as ewrly as 1912,
* *
4 F COURSE WE ARE REPUBLICANS, socialist republicans.
been one of the most serious accusations brought against us, and this accusa-
tion was pronounced by Prince Bismarck and is now being pronounced by Count
Buelow as well as the entire German press, that we are republicans, that we op-
pose the monarchy. But do not think‘ that we are violently enthusiastic over the
Much though we envy you Frenchmen your republic and would
like one for ourselves, we have not the slightest desire to have our heads bashed
in for the possession of such a blessing!
But whether it be a monarchy or a bourgeois republic, both are class states,
both are equivalent to a form of the state calculated to maintain the class domina-
tion of the hourgeoisie, both are destined to protect the capitalist order of society.

accordance with the interests of the possessing classes; the workers interests will
be considered only to the extent that this can be done without seriously jeopard.
izing the interests of the governing classes.
run the risk of losing their political power, their economic and social authority

AUGUST BEBEL: THE BOURGEOIS REPUBLIC IS A CLASS STATE
Speech delivered in Amsterdam, 1912,

that members of the Communist Party

*

It has always

the legislation will be shaped chiefly in

For, the moment the ruling classes

——

| TRADE UNION
NOTES

By GEORGE F. MILES

Within the last period the old “out-of-
town question” has arisen in much ag-
gravated form to plague the metropoli-
tan unions. Such well established organ-
izations as the International Ladies Gar-
ment Workers, Amalgamated Clothing
Workers, cte. have been fceling the in-
creasing pressure of this probiem and
have taken steps to meet jt. In an in-
dustry such as textile this problem is
reiatively old and has resulted in a gen-
eral shift in the production of the cheap-
er cotton goods to the South, while the
better grade of cotton goods, wool and
silk have remained in the north. More
recently the shoe unions have faced a
constantly shifting industry—from shoe
center to shoe ceacer, from shoe center
to rural arcas, aad frua the north-east-
ern shoc manufaciuring states to the
middle west.  ‘Lhe 1ac.o.y on wheels is
<he problem of the day.

INFORMATION WANTED

In an effort to determine the trend
in this most important movement and
shift of industry the Bureau of Labor
Statistics has made a study of this prob-
lem under the title: “Decentralization
Trends in Factory IKmployment,

Basing itself on the average number
of wage earners during certain years,
as reported in the Census of Manufact-
ures, the survey secures comparative per-
centage figures for various types of lo-
calities. The years taken for study are:
1899, 1919, 1929, 1931, 1933. Here are
the average number of jobs available
during these years.

Principle Cities (in industrial arcas):
39.5, 36.1, 35.1, 35.2, and 33.1. A DE-
CLINE OF 6.4% OF THE NUMBER
OF JOBS IN 34 YEARS.

Satellite Cities (in industrial areas):
3.7, 3.6, 2.9, 2.9, and 2.6. A DECLINE

OF 1.1% DURING THE SAME PER-
10D.

Industrial Peripheries (in industrial
areas): 14.6, 18.6, 18.2, 18.2, and 18.7.

AN INCREASE OF 4.1% DURING THE
SAME PERIOD.

Other Cities of 100,000 Population
(outside industrial areas): 5.9, 6.3, 6.9
and 6.7. AN INCREASE OF 0.87% OVER
1899 BUT A DECLINE OF 0.2% SINCE
1929.

Peripheries of Other Cities of 100,000
Population (outside industrial areas):
1.1, 1.6, 1.7. and 1.6 AN INCREASE OF
0.5% SINCE 1899 BUT PRACTICALLY
NO CHANGE SINCE 1919.

Important Industrial Counties (without
cities of 100,000 population or over):
8.4, 83, 93, 9.7, and 10.3. AN IN.
CREASE OF 199 DURING THIS PER-
10D,

All Others (remainder of the U. S.):
26.8. 25.5. 26.0, 25.4 and 27.0. PRAC-
TICALLY NO CHANGE AS COMPAR-
ED WITH 1899, BUT THE INCREASE
OF 1.6% SINCE 1931 IS SIGNIFICANT.

SUMMING UP

IFfor many reasons we believe this sur-
vey to be of limited valuc but it does
prove certain general trends. It shows
that industry tends to move away from
principle cities with their higher stand-
ards, union traditions and conditions and
therefore higher labor costs. From small-
er cities whose nearness to large indus-
trial cities brings them within the pale
of unionism. Similarly there has also
been a decrease in jobs in cities of 100,-
000 which are not in industrial areas and
in the smaller towns around such cities
a stationary condition is to be noted. In
all cases therefore the movement has
been away from centers of unionization
and higher or medium standards of liv-
ing.

On the other hand factories and there-
fore jobs have increased in industrial
peripheries (outside of principle or satel-
lite industrial cities), in certain indus-
trialized counties which have no cities of
100,000, and in rural areas thruout the
United States. In other words the in-
crease has occurred in the areas of the
lowest standards of living and where
unionization is extremely difficult.

A closer examination of these figures
will show that the rate of shift was much
greater after 1929 and in some cases the
direction of the shift was completely re-
versed after 1929. Obviously an attempt
to shift the burdens of the crisis from
the backs of the employers.

ROOM FOR FURTHER STUDY

This survey is so sketchy that one
must make reservations. It would be of
interest to know in which industrics did
the greatest shift occur. The study
makes no attempt to determine the cause
for the redistribution of decentralization
and in fact the whole problem is played
down considerably. The grouping “prin-
cipal cities” (in industrial areas)—or for
that matter any other grouping—is faul-
ty in that it covers only volume but does -
not consider changes from city to city
within that group. Perhaps a complete
industrial change in the sense of old in-
dustries leaving and new industries com-
ing, might not be noted at all were the
total available jobs to remain unchanged.
Yet such changes are highly important.

So we conclude -that a lot of study is
still to be done in this field and promise
our readers more material on this sub-

Ject.
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Correction of Opportunist Line
or Death: Choice of Comintern

By HANS (P’rague)

Two events of great political import-
ance closely interrelated surprised the
political world here. On December 11th
the cabinet of Hodza resigned after an
existence of 14 days and two days later
President Masaryk retired after having
held office for 17 years.

The Hodza government was the most
vociferous defender of democracy at the
budget session of parliament. Hodza
even uttercd some critical words against
the Henlein fascist movement which
earned for him the approval of the three
Socialist parties and the Communist
press as well. Superficial observers be-
lieved that this cabinet was quite firm-
ly entrenched. According to its political
composition Hodza's cabinet was a mere
continuation of Malypetr’s cabinet. Both
were based on a coalition of the Agrar-
ian Party, the Czechoslovakian National
Socialists, the Czech and German Social
Democracy and the German League of
Big Farmers.

The fact that this coalition had become
shaky was known to a few insiders but
the public learned of it only when Pres-
ident Masaryk declined to accept the
resignation of Hodza. This does not
mean that the government would have
been in the minority in case of a vote on
a major issue and would then draw the
consequences and resign. On the con-
trary. Parliament itself was “surprised,”
in fact, so much so that it failed to dis-
cuss the crisis and what’s more approved
the budget of the resigning cabinet.

The circumstances under which the
government resigned remind one very
strongly of the late Schweyk. The demo-
cratic bulwark of Central lurope known
as Czechoslovakia is not immune to'the
political tactics of its neighbor—Hitler
Germany. The government resigned and
nobody knew of it or of its causes. In
Prague a number of evening papers
which reported and commented on these
events were confiscated. The govern-
ment having lost confidence in itself
clamped down on the press—the press
bore such treatment with patience. Fol-
lowing Masaryk’s refusal to accept the
resignation there was a hushed silence
as if nothing had occurred. Nor was
there a word on the causes of the dis-
pute in the coalition. .

A section of the Social Democratic
press complained the following day that
Hodza had resigned from the govern-
ment without adhering to the democratic
rules of parliament.  To quote from
“yolkswille” of December 14th:

« it is not absolutely necessary Lo
carry coalition discipline so far as to
create the belief that all cealitien par-
ties are unanimously in favor of hiding
the rcasons for the resignation.

« .. we believe that the undemocratic
results of the secrecy in which the gov-
ernment has veiled its steps is quite.sat-
isfactory to some of the groups inside
the coalition. We, however, wish to
state unequivocally: We consider the
method decided upon by the coalition
majority as undemocratic, as an insult to
our citizens and, therefore, refuse to
identify ourselves with it.”

What were the real causes that forced
Hodza to resign?

It has been known for some time that
President Masaryk intended to retire.
The question of a successor who is elect-
ed by the National Assembly (Scnate
and Parliament combined) led the re-
actionaries to wage a more determined
offensive. The right wing of the Agrar-
ians and the Kramarsch people had been
negotiating with the Henlein party in
order to elect a candidate of their choos-
ing. Had their plans succeeded the next

_president would have been a Hitlerite.

Masaryk discussed these plans in his
farewell declaration and emphasized the
fact that Czechoslovakia must continue
to pursue a good foreign policy. He
named as his successor Benes, the for-
mer Foreign Minister.

The reactionary forces, however, also
attempted to cause a change in the gov-
ernment on the occasion of Masaryk’s
retirement. Secret negotiations to ex-
tend the coalition took place outside of
parliament. The right wing of the
Agrarians proposed as the next step in
the re-orientation of the government the
inclusion of the Slovak People’s Party
under the leadership of Hlinka and the
Christian Socialists. These plans how-
ever were not accepted by the existing
coalition, The difference within the co
alition became so sharp that the entire
cabinet resigned.

But even these plans are not suffi-
cient to the reactionaries; they are try-
ing to test their strength in a big bat-
tle. We are on the eve of the conclu-
sion of a united reactionary front. Ias-
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cism is coming to Czechoslovakia. The
Stoupal wing of the Czech Agrarians is
the representative of the Cartels and
Trusts and is planning to ally itself with
Kramarch, the represetative of finance
capital and the Zivno Bank. Both ten-
dencies are trying to unite with Konrad
Henlein’s Sudeten German Party to form
a fascist coalition against the working
class. This is proven by the comments
made by the leading political newspaper,
the “Venkov” which writes:

“The negotiations of the coalition par-
ties concerning this matter were purely’
of a formal nature . .. So far there has
been no agrecement reached as far as the
Presidency is concerned.”

The “Wirschaft” (Economy) says:

“The struggle for power now taking
place is not merely a struggle for the
Presidency but may be characterized as
an attempt to determine the future so-
cial relations within Czechoslovakia.

There are even in our republic anti-
fascists who have learned nothing from
recent history and who believe errone-
ously that fascism cannot come to pow-
er in a state which combines six nation-
alities as does Czechoslovakia. These
clever people forget completely that fas-
cism is not merely a nationalist affair
but that the ruling capitalists resort to
it in order to exploit the working class
more freely.

What has been the position of the
Communist Party leadership and its
fraction in parliament in this situation?

It has approved the foreign budget and
that of the Ministry of Welfare, thus
bearing the responsibility for the imper-
ialist foreign policy of the Czech bour-
geoisie and the unemployed relief which
the state grants to. its unfortunate. What
a change in policy! A year ago, the
Party denounced the former Malypetr
government as a transition to fascism
and today it approves the budget of
Hodza who is the key man of the right
wing of the Agrarian. Indeed, the Par-
ty leaders have traveled a long way in
a very short time. One can add sorrow-
fully that they have overstudied their
part. Such toleration on the part of the
CP is the first result of the “People’s
Front Tactics”.

This so-called People’s Front policy
has led the CP to place its trust in par-
liamentarism. Instead of propagating
communist principles on the occasion of
the elections for President, it decided to
vote lor Benes as the candidate of all
anti-fascist forces. Karl Kreibisch states
in the “Rote IFahne” that the question of
bourgeois democracy versus prgletarian
dictatorship is no longer on the order of
the day. The real encmy today is fas-
cism. And he concludes:

“Masaryk and the political groups
around him can and must be our allies
in the fight against fascism, just as they
are the allies of the Soviet Union in the
struggle for peace and against war.”

The Party leadership knows full well
what price it is paying; nevertheless, it
has failed to mobilize on the extra-par-
liamentary field that force which alone
can oppose the reactionary, fascist coal-
ition thirsting for power. Despite the
flowery language at the 7th Congress
on trade union unity there has not been
one progressive step made in that di-
rection. Yet it is only thru a united
trade union movement that the economic
power of the working class can be util-
ized fully and transformed into a politi-
cal force. Nothing is done in order to
form working class organs in the strug-
gle against unemployment and against
high prices, to bring about the mobiliza-
tion and organization of the broad mass-
es of city and rural proletariat and final-
ly to lead successful mass actions.
There is much talk of the fascist dan-
ger without a thought of organizing an-
ti-fasiest cartels and anti-fascist de-
fense organizations.

Small wonder that in such a eritical
situation the tremendous potentialities of
the proletariat lie unused and go to
waste. Instead of promoting independ-
ent political working class action, the
People’s Front policy ties the working
class to the tail of bourgeois democracy
and diverts it from the struggle for its
own class aims.

The government crisis has been post-
poned but not solved. Even with Benes
as President, the forces of the united re-
action will continue to clamor for pow-
er. The methods they will use, they have
sufficiently indicated in the present
erisis.

The working class must learn quickly
and thoroly; the Party membership must
correct the opportunist line of the CP
leadership—or else perish.

Recently the knitgoods industry has
been deluged by the cry of cmployers
complaining against out of town compe-
tition.

This is merely used first in an at-
tempt to break down labor standards es-
tablished in New York by the Union and
secondly to justify the shops that ran
away from New York in order to avoid
these standards.

The two outstanding knitted outwear
markets- outside of New York are Phila-
delphia and Cleveland, and neither of
these produces a garment which enters
into competition with New York pro-
duction. For example, Philadelphia spe-
cializes in the production of bathing
suits. Cleveland manufactures only low-
priced garments. The New York manu-
facturers produce primarily an exclusive
garment. As a matter of fact, Cleveland
manufacturers and jobbers requiring a
better made garment order from New
York manufacturers instead of produc-
ing these garments themselves. Many
firms order for the out-of-town market
hundreds of thousands of suits made in
New York.

Further proof of the inability of out-
of-town to compete with the New York
market can be seen by the failure of
run-away New York shops which attempt
to produce a New York garment in the
out-of-town ‘markets. The majority of
run-away New York shops either went
into bankruptcy or moved back to New
York City after a short period of time.,
One outstanding cause for the failure of
these run-away manufacturers is the re-
fusal of skilled New York labor to move
along out of town with them. The em-
ployment of this skilled Iabor is impera-
tive in the production of an exclusive
_garment in which style and the make-up
of the cloth are important factors. Buy-
ers sooner or later discover that the
quality of the product is inferior and
the quantity insufficient for their neceds
and they turn from the out-of-town
shops back to New York shops. Some
manufacturers have good enough busi-
ness sense to realize the mistake of leav-
ing New York, take their loss and come

back.

A LETTER TO THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

(Continued from Page 1)

over the government. Under the condi-
tion that this government would grant
the Bolsheviks full freedom of action,
Lenin was ready to support it. This was
correct because the preparations for the
struggle for power, the ultimate aims
of the Communists, were facilitated. In
the same scense, the CPG o (Spartacus
League) proposed to the trade unions,
the Social Democratic party, and the In-
dependent Social  Dernocratic  party of
Germany to take over the government
and pledged to support it on the same
conditions during the Kapp putsch in
1920. This policy was approved in prin-
ciple by Lenin. During the united front
actions in 1922-23 the CPG supported So-
cial Democratic governments in Saxony
and Thuringia on the basis of their ac-
ceptance of a program of partial de-
mands which guaranteed the CPG free-
dom of activity and presupposed the
break of the Social Democracy with the
bourgcoisie. The CPG had as a base of
support in the execution of this policy
broad, extra-parliamentary mass organs
(factory councils, proletarian centurions
and committees for control of supples
and prices). This policy was essentially
correct despite some errors in its appli-
ation which must be avoided in the fu-
ture. The slogan of “a government of
the anti-Fascist People’s Front”, how-
ever, dangecrously blurs the class char-
acter of such a government because it
provides for the possibility of participa-
tion by the bourgeoisie in such a govern-
ment. This we reject.

We likewise reject all enirance of
Communists into a so-called united front
government. The resolution speaks of
the possibility of the entrance of Com-
munists into such a united front govern-
ment and leaves it to the Communist par-
ties to decide on the basis of the con-
crete situation, whether they wiil or will
not enter. The resol it'on defines the
pre-requisites for the formation of a
united front government as a siwation
in which: (a) the beuvgeois state ap-
paratus is paralyzed so tha’ the bour-
zroisie cannot prevent the formation of
such a government; (b) in which the
broadest masses of the workers strong-
ly oppose fascism and reaction but are
not yet ready to take up the struggle
for Sovict power.”

The 1923 experience in Germany teach-
es us definitely that “when the masses
are strongly opposed to fascism and re-
action but are not yet ready to take up
the struggle for soviet power,” every
united front government or even People’s
Front government will be swept away by
fascism and reaction, because the work-
ers not yet being ready to wage the
struggle for Soviets affords the bour-
geoisie the possibility of strengthening
their shattered rule. Thus, such a gov-
ernment will inevitably lead to a “banal
parliamentary comedy” which will make
the masses lose faith in the CP and give

the bourgeoisie a new breathing spell.

To send Communists into such a gov-
ernment is to break the backbone of the
united front movement. The conduet of
the Communist members of such a g.v-
crnment is not determined by the good
will or ill will of these Communists but
exclusively by the extra-parliamentary
fighting power of the masses organized
in the united front. The entrance of the
CPG into the Saxon and Thuring’an gov-
crnments in 1923 camce despite the objec-
tions of the then leadership of the Par-
iy and on the basis of the decision of the
ECCI.  The Saxon experiment fuiled,
tho the CPG could count on the backing
of broad extra-parliamentary class or-
gans with whose help, before the entry
into the government, the Party was sble
to lead important mass struggles. The
present proposed participation of Com-
munists in a united front or People’s
Front government must all the more
lead to failure; for example, in France,
where the CP is, as a result of its op-
portunist errors. neglecting the organi-
zation of extra-parliamentary struggles
and united front organs. The attitude
towards the question of a government is
not merely a question of the possible fu-
ture. The correctness of united front
policy depends upon the correct or false
position on the united front or People’s
Front government is completely out of
the question and harmful. Such slogans
can have only the following effects: 1.
The development of the Social Demo-
cratic workers will be hindered and
thrown back. 2. It will make it easier
for the Social Democracy to take up its
cralition policy with the bourgeois par-
ties or groups and this time it will be
with approval of the Communists. 3. It
will enable the Social Democracy to make
another counter-revolutionary attempt at
saving capitalist class rule on a bour-
geois democratic basis when fascism is
cverthrown. 4. Tt will weaken, nay, even
diastm, the Communists in the siruggle
for the proletarian d'ctatorship, in the
preparation of the armed uprising and
against all reformist tendencies.

The resolution further suffers from
a dangerous cmission and unclarity in
the section on the attitude of Commu-
nists towards bourgcois demoerrey. The
incorreet statements by Dimitroff in his
sneech which were to the effoet that it
is no longer the choice b~tween beur-
goois democracy and proletarian dicta-
torship and that the Communists in such
a situation must defend bourgeois de-
mocracy is not repeated in the resolution.
The resolutions says:

“In the struggle to defend against fas-
cism the bourgeois democratic liberties
and the gains of the toilers, in the strug-
gle to overthrow fascist dictatorship, the
revolutionary proletariat prepares its
forces, strengthens its fight in contacts
with its allies and directs the struggle
towards the goal of achieving real de-
mocracy of the toilers—Soviet power.”
“This formulation is not incorrect, but
in the face of the confusion which has

been created as to the relation of com-

‘munism to bourgeois democracy it is
inadcquate.

It is necessary to say that Commu-
nists do 1ot defend bouigeois democracy
as such, not cven when they are defend-

¢ the democratic rights of workers
against the attacks of fascists and other
reactionaries. Kven in  the struggle
aguainst fascism within the bourgeois
state no heed must be paid to the demo-
cratic rules as far as the fascists are
concerned. The democeratic rights of the
workers can be defended in the long run
and thoroly only thru the revolutionary
liquidation of bourgeois democracy which
is the bearer of the germs of fascism.
We fight against the limitation of the
democratic rights of the workers. We
fight for the denial of democratic r'ghts
to the fascists.

We fully approve scction 3 of the reso-
lution on the unity of the trade union
movement. “T'he Communists are de-
cidedly for the re-establishment of trade
union unity in each country and on an in-
ternational scale . . . In countries where
theer are small Red trade unions efforts
must be made to secure their admission
into the big reformist trade unions . ..
It is the duty of Communists to work
actively in the reformist and united trade
unions, to consolidate them and recruit
the unorganized workers for them.” We
agree with the provisions for the trade
union work. This is no lip service on our
part, because the ICO has always and

The fact that the resolution ignores
Communist fraction work is to be regret-
ted; but it is probably the necessary
price presently for the elimination of the
ultra-leftist past.

The second paragraph in section IV
of the resolution on the tasks of Com-
munists in the individual fields of the
anti-fascists movement is wrong:

“Communists must enter all Fascist
mass organizations which have a monop-
cly of legal existenes in the given coun-
try.”

This formulation is entirely inadequate
and improper. The nccessity of Com-
munist work in the fascist mass organi-
zations is undisputed. The shortcoming
of the resolution consists in the fact that
it does not analyze coneretely the pe-
culiarities of this type of work which
can only be disrupiive. The CPG-O has
done so and has, therefore, done prac-
tical work and attained successes which
the rumerically stronger CPG has not
achieved. The formulation of the reso-
lution which pledges all enmrnunists to
belong to all fascist mass organizations
makes it harder for the CP to select the
appropriate forces for disruptive work
in the fascist leagues. Thus it also
fails to see one of the most important
possibilities of destroying the fascist or-
ganizations—namely, mass resignations.
It nourishes the illusion that it is possi-
ble to work in fascist organizations with
a view of winning them over as organi-
zations instead of organizing their de-

Knitgoods Workers Respond to
Drive Against Mills on Wheels

The reason for manufacturers leaving
New York is not because of out-of-town
competition but is due to an attempt o
evade the humane wages and hous
which exist in the New York unionized
shops. What these gentlemen fail to real-
ize is that the Joint Council Knitgoods
Workers Union and organized labor are
not purely a New York local affair but
that both the Union and organized labor
are national and that manufacturers will
be compelled eventually to pay Union
wages and work Union hours regardless
of where they may locate. The Inter-
national Ladies Garment Workers Union
and the United Textile Workers of
America have field organizers in all
localities where run-away mills are to
be found and are relentlessly waging a
fight to establish Union conditions for
local workers. We can cite the Knitwear
Manufacturing Company in Kingston
against whom a strike is now being con-
ducted. Organized labor in Kingston has
successfully won the sympathy of the
town’s population and the firm is unable
tec obtain the necessary skilled workers.
The Hirsam Knitting Mills, now located
in Haverstraw, New York, was compel-
ted by a court injunction obtained by the
Joint Council Knitgoods Workers Union,
to pay the Haverstraw workers wages
equivalent to those received by the New
York workers. Business men who see the
out-of-town locations as havens of cheap
labox are certainly short-sighted and in
the long run running away from New
York proves an unprofitable undertaking
for them.

'There are other factors which loom up
in the minds of mill owners contem-
plating removal from New York. Cham-
bers of commerce in small communities
and cities offer mill owners inducements
in the form of rent concessions, bank
credits, ete. In some cases industrial pro-
jects financed by loans from the gov-
ernmant use these funds to offer similar
inducements to entice mills to move out
of industrial centers, resulting in the un-
employment of thousands of werkers in
these centers and their consequent de-
pcndence upon relief from the Federal,
Siate and City governments. However,
periods of free rent, liberal bank credits,
ete., cannot manufacture knitted outer-
wear garments of the kind made in New
York and when the run-away shops real-
ize ihiat they cannot get the workers that
are necessary ii tue production of these
garments they very soon become aware
ol the uselessness of ree rent an:d bank
credits,

Incompetence of the reputed lcaders of
the knitgoods industry has placed the
knitgoods industry nationally in a chaotic
state. Desperately attempting to hide this
incompetence, Mr. Lhowe and his as-
sociates, bitter enemies of organized
labor, are trying to shift the blame for
this chaos upon the shoulders of the
trade union movement, hoping thercby
to make it the scapegoat and to dis-
credit it. But such tactics will be of no
avail. Where the industry is organized,
stability exists. Chaos exists in the un-
organized sections. The knitgoods indus-
try employs more than 50,000 knitgoods
workers nationally. The sole force of
health and vigor which can make for na-
tional stabilization is organized labor
and the stability of the industry depends
upon organization nationally of these
50,000 workers.

In New York, the agreement between
the Metropolitan Knitted Textile As-
sociation and the Joint Council Knit-
goods Workers Union, will expire in
July, 1936. Some employers, both in New
York and out of town, will attempt to
use this expiration period to reduce wage
minimums and increase hours. The Joint
Council Knitgoods Workers Union is
prepared financially and organizationally
to meet those employers. The support of
the Union membership, which in the

overywhere worked along these lines.,final analysis is the decisive force, was

splendidly demonstrated at a recent
membership meeting which was filled to
overflowing and which several thousand
members were unable to enter because of
lack of room. At this meceting the mem-
bers showed their determination not to
yield one inch and taxed themselves with
a day’s wage in order to secure victory.
They pledged themselves to conduet an
organization drive in New York and out
of town for the purpose of organizing
the unorganized workers in the industry.
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United Fur Workers Union Is
Tribute to Memory of Gross

By B. BARATZ

Tive years have gone by since the death
of Aaron Gross, the leader and builder
of the Furricrs Union.

These five years have been full of
stormy momentous days in our untiring
efforts to convince the followers of the
left-wing leadership amongst the furriers
of the correctness of our trade union line.

Back in 1928 at the Profintern Con-
gress Comrade Gross could foresce the
results of the disastrous dual union line
that was bound to come. He opposed it
there and when he came back to the
United States, he as actively engaged in
preparing the opposition forces in order
to prevent this disater. He opposed the
double perspective of some leading mem-
bers of the C.P. (Foster, etc.) who in
one breath spoke of the bourgeoisified
workers who owned bonds, automobiles
and homes, and a minute later of the
wide-spread and deep-going radicaliza-
tion amongst the American workers.
Comrade Gross was among the first to
oppose the building of new unions. He
was among the first to advocate the re-
grouping of the left wing and progres-
sive forces in the A. F. of L. unions. He
realized at that time, that the with-
drawal of the best forces from the re-
actionary labor unions means the actual
condemnation of the revolutionary van-
guard of the working class to sterility
and death.

Weakened as he was because of the
murderous attack made upon him by
the right wing in 1927, he devoted most
of his energy to this fight and did more
than his health permitted to achieve this
aim. As a practical man, he looked for-
ward to such policies and tactics that
would benefit the workers immediately
and prepare them ideologically for the
future.

Comrade Gross was always in the first
line trenches. As one of the most im-
portant leaders in the 1926 strike he was
entrusted with the job of chairman of the
Financz Committee. He had a watchfull
eye on all expenditures and also on the
general conduct of the strike. It was a
well known fact which Gold never de-
nied, that it was upon the advice of Gross
that the Furriers Union was able to ad-
just many difficult problems.

In an estimate of the life of Comrade
Gross the labor Editor of the Freiheit in
1930 attributes all the shortcomings of
Gold’s leadership to Comrade Gross’
stubborness. Rut this was done with
the intention of discrediting the name of
Comrade Gross, to mislead those who fol-
jowed the line advocated by him. Yes,
Comrade Gross was stubborn when he
wag right. So were we, when we fore-
saw the disastrous results of dual union-
ism for the workers of this country. It
is for these ideas advocated by the
C.P.0. that Comrade Gross and others
were branded as “traitors” and “rene-
gades.”

There is much to regret that Comrade
Gross, who sacrificed himself in order to
bring about a correctness of the ultra-
left ideology, did not live to sce the day
of turn, the reunification of the trade
union movement generally and the fur-
riers in particular. We, who continued
the fight for unity, who suffered from
all kinds of physical attacks, and abuse
because of our convictions, believe that
the early death of Comrade Gross re-
tarded our fight for unity. It was not an
easy task to convince the fur workers of
the ruination that dual unionism would
bring. The furriers had to go through
certain stages until they finally could
grasp the essence of our correct trade
union line. Now we can proudly say:
though the death of Comrade Gross was
an irreparable loss to us, yet because of
our correct approach we have succeded
in bringing about a condition where all
shades of opinion can be found in the
united union.

This fight as well as the occomplished
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unity is the best monument that we of
the furriers fraction as well as of the
progressive group could build. We hail
the name of our beloved Comrade Gross,
just as we ha.l our victorious achieve-
ment of unity, for which he fought in
his last days. In this day of the fifth an-
niversary, we pledge ourselves to carry
on this fight for the further strengthen-
ing of our movement for complete reuni-
fication of the entire labor movement, for
the building of a real movement against
war and Iascism based upon the trade
unions; for the establishment of a La-
bor Party. It is only in this sense that
we will be able to repair the loss of our
comrades, who have fallen vietims in
the course of the class struggle.

Motor Products--
Lesson in
Multi-Unionism

The tragic price the workers must pay
for disunity and dual unionism can find
no better illustration than in the con-
fused strugglc now being waged against
the Motor Products Company of Detroit.
Here you have an astute management
playing three unions against each other,
a typically bureaucratic labor leader-
ship doing all in its power to forestall
strike action, a brutal police force and a
kept press aiding as strike-breakers.

The strike in the Motor Products plant
started on Nov. 15 after negotiations
had resulted in a deadlock. The call
came from the Automotive Industrial
Workers Asscciation but the plant mem-
bers of the Mcochanies Educational So-
ciety and <f the two A. F. of L. locals,
the Metal Polishers and the United Au-
to Woirkers, also came out. For several
days the strike was solid, although Dil-
lon, Green’s stocge in the United Autc
Workers, rejected all formal offers of
unity and scurried around dencuncing
the strike at every possible opportunity.

Then on Nov. 25, apparently belicving
that the management was going to per-
mit a plant vote under Labor Board aus-
pices, Dillon sent the A. F. of L. men
back to work, through the picket lines
under police guard. This action was de-
nounced, and very correctly so, as “a
new low in working class betrayals.”

At the same time the Motor Products
management was able to play the inde
pendent unions against the A, F. of L.
more subtly, but nevertheless effective-
ly. The prostitute press of Detroit head-
lined the leaders of the independent
unions, giving Matthew Smith’s declar-
ation of ‘“democracy within the new
unions” front page space, and discussing
the inadequacy of the craft union form.
Thus the anti-A. F. of L. sentiment and
the strong dual unionist orientation in
the independent wunions was further
strengthened.

After having smashed whatever unily
the strike had had the management
cracked down hard on both sides. Thug
and police surrounded the strikers, not
on the picket line but at their headquar-
ters, beat them up, broke arms, killed
one man.

Th~ breath of fresh air in this tragic
picture was the appearance on the scene
of the representative of the Committee
for Industrial Organization. Without of-
ficial status he could only investigate
but his presence brought added hope to
the progressives who are fighting for
unity ~ga‘nst the motor barons. Pro-
gressive auto workers are sponsoring
resolutions and meetings in the locals
cf all the unions to popu'larize the ideas
underlying the Committee for Industrial
Organization, Dillon made it clear that
he would not support activities along in-
dustrial lines—a fact which he has ade-
quately proved by refusing to admit the
Toledo local with its 11 000 members in-
to the auto international, insisting that it
bo split into craft divisions.

The latent class-consciousness of the
A. F. of L. workers finally asserted it-
self on Dec. 21 when they walked out
to join the strike without benefit of of-
ficial sanction. Meanwhile the three in-
dependent unions have held a unity con-
ference which is to re-convene on Feb.
1. At that time they will probably form
the Automotive and Metal Trades Indus-
trial Union. It is to be hoped that be-
fore that time steps toward unity with
the A. F. of L. will have been made. The
necessity for this inevitable act has al-
ready been admitted by Smith, erstwhile
foes of the A. F. of L. who declared
on Dec. 10, “We recognize that the main
stream of the labor movement is within
the A. F. of L.”

LOSING THEIR CHAINS...by James Sand

Samuel Gompers Before 1900

HE DEVELOPMENT of the little cigarmaker who ar-

rived from Whitechapel, England, with his parents, at
the age of thirteen, into the pompous, bombastic old man who
threw the American Federation of Labor into the war behind
American imperialism, and carved a niche for himself in the
labor chapters of American history textbooks, is the greatest
success-story in the history of the labor movement anywhere.
Yet, intermediate to that development and enmeshed in all
his theoretical mistakes, there lie his contributions to the
labor movement.

The greater error in his character was his inability to
change his approach to labor organization as class-relations
changed and the temper of the workers in relation to econ-
omic forces also changed. From the time his ideas crystal-
lizer, which we can roughly date as 1900, the road of Gom-
pers was certain. That year is chosen to demarcate the two
periods in his life not because it was the turn of the century
in harmony with which Gompers turned, not because in that
year Gompers reached the age of fifty; but because by that
year it was clear to all who had eyes to see and were wil-
ling to look at social realities squarely that the American
Federation of Labor had definitely made itself the organiza-
tion of labor towards which the American worker was orient-
ing himself and towards which Marxists would have to orient
themselves in their work of revolutionizing the proletariat
here.

Gompers’ theory and practice cannot be understood except
in terms of the theories and practices to which he reacted
so violently during the formative period of the federation.
What Gompers was looking for when he came to early con-
sciousness of labor organization was a national group hold-
ing views on trade unionism that would work, would endure,
and steer clear of the rocks which he thought had wrecked
its predecessors and contemporaries. Gompers was the prag-
matist of American labor, the John Dewey of labor theory.
Four opponents brought him to his ideological maturation:
(1) The Knights of Labor; (2) industrial unionism; (3)
socialism; (4) anarchism. The Knights he decried because
they were not trade-unionist, because they dabbled in reform-
ist politics, because their cigar-makers’ union was at logger-
heads with Gompers and Strasser’s. Industrial unionism
Gompers first met in the form of Daniel DeLeon. He saw in
it the evils of the Knights’ industrial unionism, a primitive
form arrived at through confusion and general acceptance
of all workers rather than through reason and hard
maneuvering. DeLeon’s industrial unionism he mistook for
the Knights. Industrial unionism was to hound him through-
out his life, and he was to sidestep it, meet it, fight it, try
to conciliate it, according as the strength of its cohorts grew
nr declined.

Socialists he came to hate. Before he came to hate them,
he tried to curry favor with them. In the 1894 national con-
vention of the A. F. of L. they were strong, and it seemed
certain they would be able to elect their candidate as presi-
dent of the federation. Gompers with his keen political nose
sensed this, and for the first and last time he saluted the
delegates form the presidential rostrum, not as “Brothers”
but as “Comrades and Fellow-workers.” It did not save
him; DeLeon suceeded in getting McBride elected for 1894-5.
This was the only year that Gompers was not president of
the federation. From 1896, the date of the formation of the
present A. F. of L. until the year of his death, 1924, he held
the highest office in the power of organized American labor
to give. But Socialism also advocated independent politicai
action by labor and Gompers had seen political action by
labor fail and react unfavorably on labor organization. Fur-
thermore, he felt that Socialism’s goal was utopian; it wax
certainly too distant for his theoretical untutored mind to
see clearly. Some years after 1900 he uttered his final
opinion on Socialism with this rhetorical, absurd thunder:
“Economically you are unsound; socially you are wrong;
industrially you are an impossibility.” But that was when
Gompers was quite sure he could not be unseated by Socialist
votes. Anarchism became anathema to Sam (he said that
anyone who cared two cents for him always called him Sam)
after the Haymarket affair in 1886. It was not long before
it became confused in Sam’s mind with Socialism, and thus
he conserved his energy by fighting two enemies with but
one flow of rhetoric.

On this backgrouna Gompers views on political action and
trade-unionism become clear. In the field of political action
he opposed either a labor party or Socialism. In the con-
stitution of the A. F. of L. there was incorporated the clause:
“Party politics, whether they be Democratic, Republican,
Socialistic, Populistic, Prohibition, or any other, shall have
no place in the conventions of the American Federation of
Labor.” He became the apostle of “pure and simple” trade-
unionism and of “punishing labor’s enemies and rewarding
labor friends” in the field of politics. His first vote was for
Grant for president. After that he left the Republican party
of which he was a member and never joined any other. This
stand on politics he never altered all the years of his life;
in fact, his opposition was intensified as bourgeois success
was showered upon him during the World War.

Gompers’ trade-union stand has rightly been called “busi-
ness-unionism.” It was first of all craft-unionism. Gompers
saw that the skilled workers had most to bargain with
against the employers and he held that the semi-skilled and
unskilled would both weaken the skilled position as well as
thrust the skilled trades into the semi-skilled and unskilled
strikes from which at this early date they had little to gain.
Labor, Gompers came to look upon as a competitor in the
open market, haggling, striking, bargaining, compromising.
High dues and restriction of membership went pari passu
with craft unionism.

In his later disputes with industrial unionists and the
Wobblies, Gompers enunciated his doctrine of “voluntarism.”
Union were to be formed by workers of their own free will.
Local, national, and international unions were to have
autonomy. The organization of the A. F. of L. was to be
very loose. The president’s power is dependent upon his
ability to place strong men around him, to wield prestige, to
formulate policies within the executive council between con-
ventions, and to act as liason officer with the general public.
Of the office Gompérs made a great deal; in comparison with
him William Green, his successor and the present incumbent,
is pallid and incompetent.

It must be admitted that the craft basis of the federation
with its roots in the skilled trades was the only core around
which a national organization of labor could have been suc-
cessfully built up until 1900. The immigration waves which
led to shifting armies of unskilled and semi-skilled, the pos-
sibilities of “rugged individualism” making workers cap-
italists in some few cases, the entire welter and nexus of
causes which made the still young and impetuous nation of
people what it was in the mauve decades, forced such union-
ism on any one who expected to keep an organization intact
through the dizzy years of the rise of American capitalism.

* * *

Samuel Gompers was born in January 27th, 1850 in Lon-
don, England. The family was very poor, and the young
boy was taught the trade of cigar-making by his father. He
attended the synagogue and amassed some talmudical know-
ledge. In the heyday of his glory, decades later, he sedulous-
ly avoided admitting his Jewish birth; earlier he had the
temerity to use the charge of Jewishness against DeLeon as
an argument against his conception of trade unionism. Sylvia
Kopald has spoken of the studied non-Jewishness of Gom-
pers’ later public life, and it is a just commentary.

At fourteen Gompers joined the Cigarmakers’ International
Union, and later became a member of the Knights of Labor.
He came under the influence of Ferdinand Laurell who ad-
vised him to “attend the Socialist meetings, listen to what
they have to say and understand them, but do not join the
party.” The same great mind taught him that “Socialists the
world over are of the same mental calibre—there is only one
way to deal with them—don’t argue, just tell them.” Among
the cigarmakers he came to know Adolph Strasser, and he
came under the salubrious influence of Sorge, from whom he
learned the principles of trade unionism. In the early years,
until he was about thirty, Sam thought of himself as some-
thing of a Marxist, and in his autobiography, Seventy Years
of Life and Labor, he talks familiarly about a man named
“Fred” Engels. He says nothing of “Charlie” Marx as his
friend, however.

On November 15th, 1881 the Federation of Organized
Trades and Labor Unions met at Pittsburgh. Gompers was
made chairman of the committee on plan of organization.
He brought in a plan for “pure and simple” craft-unionism,
opposing co-operatives, political reformism, etc. It raised a
row, and was defleated. The delegates of the unskilled work-
ers complained, and the Knights of Labor delegates threaten-
ed to withdraw. This early federation was not a strong or-
ganization; it was, as one historian has it, “an annual meet-
ing.” Gompers himself though little of it, and was work-
ing to have the Cigarmakers International Union amalgamate
with the Knights’ Pregressive Cigar Makers. The Knights’
exccutive board answered to that:

“We hardly think that the millions of the Knights of
Labor whose Order was founded by the sainted Stephens
for the very purpose of counteracting the selfish sectaria-
ism of the trade unions are yet prepared to step down and
out in favor of a few organized cigar makers who do not
even constitute a majority of the trade.”

From this time on Gompers’ eyes are set on a new national
organization of labor. The present American Federation of
Labor was formed in Columbus, Ohio, on December 8th, 1886,
and Gompers put the old federation into the new organiza-
tion. The Knights were not seated there, and Gompers was
elected the first president of the American Federation of
Labor. Until the demise of the Knights in 1893, dickering
and quarrels went on. In 1889 the American Federation of
Labor proposed that the Knights “discountenance and revoke
the charters of all trades assemblies or districts within the
Order,” and, in return, the A. F. of L. would “urge its mem-
bers and all working people to become members of the
Knights of Labor.” This failed, and the struggle became one
to the death. The Knights died.

In 1894 there came the great Pullman strike in Chicago,
“Debs’ Rebellion.” Debs had formed an industrial union of
railroad workers opposed to the craft unionism of the rail-
road brotherhoods, and 100,000 workers were in it. But the
general strike that Debs. asked Gompers to call after arbitra-
tion failed, scared Sam off, and he left Debs to lead the strike
without the help of the federation.

There came the fight with DeLeon and the secession of the
Socialist Labor Party into the ill-fated Socialist Trade and
Labor Alliance. Gompers won out here when those discon-
tented with the S.L.P.’s sectarianism and its dual-unionist
tactics formed the present Socialist Party in 1900, and
pledged themselves to the task of winning over the A. F. of
L. to Socialism.

By 1900 the American Federation of Labor had fended off
its enemies and had enrolled under its banner 500,000 work-
ers. It faced the future with courage and assurance. It was
to meet new opponents within five years, defeat them, but
Gompers refused to learn from them. He became as hardened
in his errors as he was confirmed in his truths, and he was
not to be moved except by death.
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disapproval with the seating of the so-
called “expelled” Buffalo members. This
accounted, in large measure, for the
Militant’s attempts to play down the
Buffalo “armed insurrectionists” and
soft pedal political issues in order to
avoid any break with Hoan.

The treatment of RPPA delegates was
interesting as well as indicative.  Their
attempts to arouse political discussion
was constantly frustrated and side-
tracked. In the election for state com-
mittee members, the “Militants” agreed

to one Buffalo member but rejected
Hahn as a candidate because of his place
in the “armed insurrection” battle. Raitt
a lesser known expellee was acceptable
as a candidate. The “Militants” are de-
termined to get N.E.C. recognition even
if political decapitation is the price.

The N.E.C. subcommittee, scheduled
to appear as an unofficial recognition
committee, failed to put in its appear-
ance. The only N.E.C. member present
was Norman Thomas—participating as a
state member in the convention. The
failure of the N.E.C. to put in its ap-
pearance may be characterized as: Com-
ing Events Cast Their Shadows Before!
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