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At First
GLANCE

By JAY LOVESTONE

HE Roosevelt administration seems

to have it all over the tloover outut
when it comes to lending a talse color
to the economic picture thru manipuia-
tion of statistics. Take the case ot the
Securities and Exchange Commission
which has just reported a total of G(§5
million dollars new securities issued in
the first six months of this year. 'This
is officially hailed as the “breaking of
the financial log jam,” as the long hoped
for resumption of new capital invest-
ments in this country.

An ‘examination of the facts and fig-
ures reveals a different trend and pic-
ture. Only $22 million of this sum went
for actual plant investment. This is but
4.1% of the total proceeds of the six
months financing this year in comparison
with 7.8% in the corresponding period of
last year. Certainly we do not have
here any indication that capitalists are
now expanding their old factories or
putting up new ones. There is an en-
tirely different reason for the current
high volume of financing. Big corpora-
tions are now taking advantage of the
prevailing low interest rates (due to the
huge pile of unused and unusable caplt_al)
to replace their callable and maturing
high coupon securities with lower ones.

Here we have more evidence of stag-
nation rather than revival of confidence
or resumption of widespread investing.
In ract, 73% of the six months of heavy
financing went into refunding operations.
Organization exgenses alone absorb.ed
$29 million—a sfim exceeding pilant in-
vestments by more than a third. But ob-
viously it is impossible to teach our “ex-
perts” that low interest rate themselves
are not necessarily a sign of economic
revival. Often they reflect the very op-
posite. In the present stage of America.n
capitalist development ‘“easy money” is
a sign of hard times for the great mass
of the people, of fundamental economic
stagnation and extensive disemployment.

NY socio-economic system is in de-

cay when its virtues of yesterday,
of its first and best days, become its
defects and vices of today. An =analysis
of capitalism discloses this to be its
present condition. But yesterday, pro-
ductivity was the great historical con-
tribution of capitalism; today, this has
become its worst curse. In its pristine
days capitalism boasted of the virtue of
“free labor,” of the laborer having a
right to choose his own hirer. In reality,
this “freedom” began to vanish as capi-
talism speeded up its development of
corporations, trusts and cartels.

In the U. S. this fiction of “free labor”
has been disappearing with particular
rapidity in recent months. Acutely glar-
ing evidence of the disappearance of
“free labor” in the U. 8. was, offered the
other day when certain government au-
thorities arbitrarily took men off the re-
lief rolls in order to force them to accept
jobs as harvest hands at wage rates de-
termined by wealthy farmers. This is
the real meaning of the ultimatum “no
work, no food” handed down by certain
relief officials in South Dakota and else-
where. Such orders naturally can never
be handed down against the sons of
bankers. The latter are among those who
are always free from the necessity of la-
boring.

E reckon it was but a couple of
fortnights ago when that unven-
erated organ of reformist socialisin, the
New Leader, hailed the Scandinavian
countries as a “Red peninsula”—a la
“red Vienna” of old. Norway, Sweden
and Denmark now have “Socialist” gov-
ernments of a sort—of the same sort as
Germany and Austria once had, or as
Bridgeport and Milwaukee now have.
What such “socialism” really means
was further made plain a few days ago
when more than fifty thousand peasants
marched on the King’s palace (“Com-
rade” King Christian X) to demand farm
relicf. The Social-Democratic Premier
Stauning hastened to quiet these teoiling
folks with promises that his cabinet wilt
soon consider their plight. We are tempt-
ed to ask what’s it all about? We were
told, time and again, that in the Scan-
dinavian countries there was no eco
nomic crisis. And mouthpieces of re-
form socialism thruout the world repcat-
edly proclaimed that, thanks to Social-
Democratic administrations, these Scan-
dinavian kingdoms did not know what an
economic depression was while the rest
of the world was in the depths of eco-
nomic crisis. )
Due to a number of historical factors,
(Continued on Page 3)

Mass. Labor For

Vertical Unionism

Labor Party Defeated —Green
Promises Fight for New
Recovery Act

SPRINGFIELD, Mass.—The 50th con-
vention of the Massachusetts State Fede-
ration of Labor came to an end here
with the adoption of only one resolution
which might be considered as progres-
sive. That is the resolution on vertical or
industrial unionism. After a four hour
discussion a favorable decision was
secured after a roll call vote was re-
sorted to.

A number of other resolutions of a
progressive nature fared but poorly. A
resolution calling for non-support of any
unemployment insurance scheme which
calls for payments by workers was voted
down. An interesting discussion took
place over a resolution for a Labor
Party. One delegate arose to charge that
the Labor Party was the creature of the
Republican Party in an effort to destroy
the Democratic Party. On the other hand
the argument was used that the Labor
Party is a part of a Communist con-
spiracy to capture the labor movement.
In the face of such brilliant analysis the
resolution went down to defeat.

A telegram from William Green in-
formed the delegates that it was still the
hope of the A. F. of L. “to secure enact-
ment of a new national recovery act.”
He also called upon the State Convention
to endorse the Black-Connery 30-hour
measure and the Guffey Coal Bill. The
State Convention endorsed all of Green’s
proposals.

LABOR LEADERS THROTTLE WPA STRIKE

Dep’t of Commerce Lies In
Wealth Distribution Figures

Labor’s Share Has Declined—Government Gets Larger Figure

By Including Salaries of

High-Priced Executives—

Green Says Figures Lie

A short lesson in how to deal with
the non-essentials of economics was
given by the Bureau of Economic Re-
search of the Dep’t of Commerce, when
it announced that labor’s share of the
national income had increased to 67.5%
from 65% in 1929.

There are three points that the
Bureau, thru its chief, Robert Nathan,
“overlooks.” First, is the glaringly ob-
vious fact that, while labor’s share has
increased 2.5% (according to his
figures), the share is of an income
(money paid out) which has decreased
37% from 1929. Thus, labor’s income in
dollars was 51,088 millions in 1929, and
33,109 millions in 1934. Thus, measured
even in dollars, it has absolutely de-
creased. The table prepared by the
Bureau subsumes everything not in pay-
check form as non-labor income, and
thus can include the salaries of execu-
tives, etc. in the category of “labor in-
come.” Actual wages, the earnings of
the working class, decreased from
$17,197 millions in 1929 to $8,944 mil-
lions in 1935, a decrease of 50%.

Secondly, according to the Bureau of

Internal Revenue, there was a tremen-
dous shift in the categories of incomes
and sections of the population in 1934.
There, it was announced, while 26 new
millionaires had been created, millions
had been shifted to a lower wage level,
especially those who already were below
the 25 thousand dollar level, So that the
increase of 2.5% in labor’s share com-
pletely ignores the fact that good-sized
sections of the population have been
‘pushed under the heading of “labor in-
come.” And, altho this amount is as yet
uncalculated, it is probable that it may
amount to 5 or 10% of the population,—
hardly to be compensated for by a 2.5%
increase in their share of the national
income,

Thirdly, Mr. Nathan thinks as follows:
“Indices of prices shed considerable
light on the effect of price movements
on fluctuations of national income, but
they are not sufficiently representative to
warrant their use in deflating income
figures in order to determine the drop
in real income. . . . The substantially
greater decline of income payments as

(Continued on Page 4)

By AUGUST THALHEIMER

NAZI NEO-PAGANISM WARS ON CHRISTIANITY

The entire world has been paying close
attention to the dispute raging between
the Nazi government on the one hand
and the Catholic Church and the opposi-
tion in the Protestant Church on the
other. Communists and Social-Demo-
crats outside of Germany have adopted
views on this question which are not al-
together tenable. Social-Democracy has
created the impression that Socialism is
identical with “true” Christianity. The
Communist Party has rccently issued a
statement announcing that church mem-
bers would be admitted into the Party
provided they participate in the struggle
against the Fascist dictatorship. This,
of course, is shooting beyond the mark.
Marxism is based on dialectical material-
ism. Marxists, therefore, need make no
concessions vyhatsoever to religious ideal-
ism in order to wage an effective strug-
gle against fascism. The fundamental
principles of a correet Marxist position
en this problem were worked out theore-
tically and applied in practice by Social-
Democracy, under the leadership of Be-
bel, during the “Kulturkampf” waged

FURRIERS INSTALL
NEW LEADERSHIP

NEW YORK, N. Y.—The newly elect-
ed administration of the International
Fur Workers Union was installed on
August 15 and the work of the organ-
ization is about to begin. Judging by
the intolerant booing, whistling and
jeering which punctuated the speeches of
the Progressive Business Agent Baraz it
becomes clear that the C.P. supporters
of Ben Gold have in no way changed
their methods of work since reaffiliation
with the A. F. of L. All that was lack-
ing was the spitting committees which
plagued the fur market for years.

Among the furriers the discussions
still revolve around the surprise victory
of the Progressives. The Jewish Day
expresses this sentiment when it says:

‘“I'he most surprising event of the
elections, was the victory of the Love-
stoneites, around whom the whole
campaign centered, who elected 5 Joint

Council members, and the Sechzer

Group which also elected one of its

members (Antonov) to the Joint

Council.

“The Lovestoneites have therefore

6 representatives in the present Ad-

ministration and their leader Baraz as

a Business Agent.”

The Progressives must consider their
election as a vote of confidence by the
{urriers in their policies of constructive
militant unionism. These policies they
must continue to defend with as much
vigor as ever they did before.

against the Catholic Church by Bismarck.

NO CONCESSIONS
TO RELIGION

Bebel never made a secret of the fact
that he himself was a materialist and
an atheist and that the world outlook
(Weltanschaung) of Social-Democracy
was the same. Bebel was a vigorous and
consistent fighter against religion in any
form. His numerous popular writings
and speeches prove as much. At the
same time, Social Democracy under Be-
bel’s leadership vigorously opposed any
attempt on the part of the state to in-
tervene in matters of religion and the
inner life of the church. It is entirely
sufficient to follow the same policy to-
day. Marxists must be for religious
freedom and against the intervention of
the fascist state in the inner life of the
church. To make concessions to religion
as such cannot but have harmful conse-
quences.

This is especially significant since the
question revolves not only around the
fighting Christian churches but also
around so-called neo-paganism, an anti-
Christian religious movement led by the
Leipzig Professor Hauer and officially
protected by the leaders of the National
Socialist Party. Opponents of fascism
have either completely ignored this move-
ment or else simply ridiculed it. It is
true that this movement—ideologically a
mixture of vulgar pantheism, National
Socialist race theory and old Germanic
nonsense—invites and justifies ridicule.
But Marxists cannot confine their oppo-
sition to such a superficial attitude.

ROLE OF “NEO-PAGANISM”

“Neo-paganism” plays a very definite
role in the arsenal of National Socialism.
It is above all the youth and members
of the SA and SS, armed sections of the
Nazi Party, to whotn this movement ap-
peals. It received special impetus after
the Bartholomew night of June 30th,
after the smashing and disarming of
the SA, which has lost its political and
military importance. Even the SS has
lost its significance. The Nazis realized,
however, that it was not sufficient simply
to smash the SA and to do away with
the “Second Revolution.” It became nec-
essary to provide the Nazi youth with
some field of activity which would utilize
their revolutionary instincts for the bene-
fit of the fascist state and the ruling
classes. The “Second Revolution” was
replaced by “revolutionary activity” on
the religious field. An attempt was made
to satisfy the healthy anti-religious in-
stinct of the petty bourgeoisie and prole-
tarian youth thru neo-paganism. The
Nazis thus transferred their economic
and political tactics to religion. In place
of true Socialism the Nazis introduced
the bogus “German” (national) social-
ism; in place of national unity achieved
thru a classless society the fascists put
thru a Peoples Community based on in-
creased exploitation by the -capitalist
class. In the same manner, they have
tried to mislead a section of the youth
thru neo-pagdnism, a sort of substitute-
atheism.

However, these substitutes are devel-
oping their own logic. Fundamentally,
all these attempts of the Nazis at falsi-

(Continued on Page 3)

Knitgoods Progressives Win Poll

A complete victory for the progres-
sives, the supporters of the administra-
tion was the result of the voting held
Thursday, August 15th, at the local mem-
bership meetings of the Joint Council
Knitgoods Workers’ Union to elect an
clection and objections committee to su-
pervise the coming Union elections. In
the locals where progressives were nom-
inated, the complete slate was elected by
overwhelming ‘majorities.

Opposed to the supporters of the pro-
gressive administration, was the slate
supported by the so-called “Rank and
File.” Their complete bankruptcy was
proven by the manner in which they con-
ducted their campaign for the election
and objections committee. So complete-
ly discredited are their policies and tac-
ties that they were compelled to invoke
the subterfuge of supporting an “impar-
tial” slate. They did not dare appeal to

the membership for direct support. The

final vote proved the contempt of the
workers for this unprincipled trickery.

The large number of workers that
turned out is significant of their inter-
est in the elections and the voting
proved their determination to give full
support to the present progressive ad-
ininistration. The many workers that
responded to the call to choose an elec-
tion and objections committee is an en-
dorsement of the progressive policy of
involving the mass of the membership in
union activity and to cducate the work-
ers to an understanding of the issues con-
fronting the knitgoods workers.

In a very short time the elections for
Manager, Business Agents and Executive
Boards will take place. On the basis of
the results of the August 15th, voting
there seems to be little question that the
progressive forces of the Joint Council
Knitgoods Workers’ Union will score a
decisive victory.

Try To Choke Off Spreading
Of Strike — Unions Are
Protesting FD’s Order

NEW YORK, N. Y.—Apparently un-
der severe pressure from Washington
the leaders in the WPA strike are doing
cverything possible to extinguish the
flames of revolt against the starvation
scales on the relief projects. At the
sanie time, as if in concert, the capitalist
press has not only moved the strike off
the front pages but has even stopped
reporting on it altogether. Under such
circumstances the much talked of exten-
sion of the strike threatened by Meany
and other leaders of the A. F. of L. was
just empty talk, nothing whatever having
been done to realize this threat.

LA GUARDIA AGREES

The threat of Roosevelt that those who
strike will starve has met the tacit ap-
proval of Mayor La Guardia. Despite
rumors to the contrary the Mayor made
it quite clear in the press that the Pres.
ident’s advice would be followed here in
the administration of home relief. Bit-
ter resentment against this order has
come even from the staff of the Home
Relief Buro workers.

At a recent meeting of one of the lo-
cals of the Home Relief Buro Adminis-
tration a motion to send telegrams of
protest to President Roosevelt, Mayor
La Guardia and Charlotte Carr (Director
of Home Relief) against the discrimina-
tory attitude to the WPA strikers, was
unanimously carried. However, neither
the Western Union nor the Postal Tele-
graph would accept these messages for
transmission,

UNIONS PROTEST

A number of trade unions have pro-
tested against the strike-breaking role
of Roosevelt and La Guardia. Under the
signatures of Louis Nelson, Manager and
Harry Spindel, President, the Joint
Council Knitgoods Workers sent the fol-
lowing resolution to the Mayor:

“The attempt of the Federal Govern-
ment to break down the prevailing wage
rates by instituting the system of so-
called “security wage” has been vigor-
ously protested by the American Fed-
eration of Labor and its affiliated unions.

“The present strike of WPA workers
is a fight to maintain an hourly wage
that has been established after years of
endeavor. Your reported policy of dis-
criminating against these strikers by re-
fusing them relief is nothing more than
a weapon to break this just strike. This
policy places you on the side of those
who are using all means to reduce the
standards of living of the American
workers.

“The Joint Council Knitgoods Work-
ers Union speaks for its ten thousand
menbers in protesting this discriminato-
ry policy and demands that the WPA
strikers who are in need be granted re-
lief.”

5,000 IN PROTEST
AGAINST JOHNSON

NEW YORK, N. Y—The strike-
breaking and starvation program of the
National Administration and its local
administrator Hugh Johnson, was round-
ly condemned by all speakers at a dem-
onstration of unemployed workers in
Union Square on Saturday, August 17.

After a mass meeting in the Square

attended by over 5,000 workers the
crowd organized itself in marching ar-
ray and proceeded to the offices of Hugh
Johnson where the demands of the un-
employed and WPA workers were to be
placed by a delegation consisting of M.
Gross, Noah Walters, Iried, Lapham,
David Lasser, J. Marsky and L. Bright.
However neither Johnson nor his assist-
ant were there to receive the delegation.
Speakers at the demonstration in-
cluded Lasser, Persky of the Bricklayers,
B. Baron of the Suit Case Makers, Lap-
ham of the Electrical Workers and
Bright of the Bookkecpers.
The demonstration had been supported
by a number of organizations of the
American Federation of Labor. Organ-
izations like Local 22 of the L.L.G.W.U,
went to the extent of issuing special leaf-
lets to the workers in their local calling
upon them to support the demonstration
in Union Square.
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OPPORTUNISM OF THE FRENCH COMMUNISTS

The following article, reprinted from
Gegen Den Strom, the official, underground
organ of the Communist Party of Germany
(Oppesition), brilliantly analyzes the present
sweep of opportunism in the French Commu-
nist Party as the forerunner of the same ten-
dency recently internationalized by the Sev-
enth Congress of the Communist Interna-
tional.

The detailed treatment of the basis, char-
acteristics and dangerous consequences of this
course in France awill help materially in an
understanding  of the present Comintern
course as charted by the Seventh Congress.

The length of the article makes necessary
its publication in several installments. It is
our opinion that in these days of deep con-
fusion in the revolutionary movement, clarity
is. far more important than brevity.

x % x
I. SIGNIFICANCE OF TACTICS
OF FRENCH C.P.

Prior to the victory of fascism in Ger-
many in January 1933, the tactical course
pursued by the Communist Party of Ger-
many was held up as a model and de-
termined the course of all other Comin-
tern sections outside the Soviet Union.
The CPG was second only to the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union. What
was the basis for the esteem in which
the CPG was held? First of all, the
CPG was numerically the strongest as
well as the best organized Party outside
the Soviet Union. Secondly, the cla.ss
struggle assumed its sharpest form in
Germany and consequently a decisive
revolutionary struggle seemed to be on
the order of the day. It did not only
seem so, for such was actualiy the case.
For years Germany had been facing‘t.he
problem: either victory of the fascist
counter-revolution or of the proletarian
revolution, swastika or Soviet star.

THE RETRENCHMENT
POLICY

Until fascism came to power, the tac-
tics of the CPG determined the policy of
the Communist sections in all other capi-
talist countries. Every major turn in
CI tactics emanated from Germany. Such
was the case in 1920 and 1921. ‘Lhe
direct struggle for Soviet power in Ger-
many ended in temporary defeat and the
consolidation of the bourgeois republic.
This led to the abandonment of the policy
of direct attack, of direct struggle for
ultimate Communist aims and to the
initiation of the long-range policy of
thoro and slow preparation for Commu-
nist goals by overcoming the influence
of Social-Democracy in the labor move-
ment, by winning the majority of the
workers for Communism and by estab-
lishing an alliance between the working
class and petty bourgeois elements. The
new tactical approach, worked out under
the direction of Lenin at the Second and
Third Congresses of the CI, was the fol-
lowing:

1. Endorsement of so-called partial
demands, revolutionary transition slo-
gans and the organization of a struggle
for these demands.

2. Initiation of united front tactics.
Communist Parties were to approach re-
formist workers organizations for joint
struggle on partial demands and revolu-
tionary transition slogans.

3. Endorsement of the struggle for
winning reformist unions for Commu-
nism thru the organization of Commu-
nist fractions within them.

4. The utilization of parliament for
Communist propaganda and agitation.

RELAPSE TO
ULTRA-LEFTISM

These tactics, formulated because of
the objective trend of the class struggle,
were transferred to the other Commu-
nist parties. 1923 was followed in Ger-
many, by an ultra-left turn under the
leadership of Ruth Fischer and Maslow.
1926 witnessed a short-lived return to
the tactical line of 1921 but starting with
1928 there was a relapse into the ultra-
left course, During this entire period Ger-
many was the starting point of all tac-
tical turns in the various Communist
sections. We expressly say Germany and
not the Communist Party of Germany.
Up to 1923 the CPG actively participated
in formulating tactics. Lenin, the leader
of the Russian CP and of the CI, played a
leading role in the concretization and
generalization of experiences gained by
Communists in Germany as well as in
other capitalist countries. During 1924-
26 the leadership of the CPG under Ruth
Fischer and Maslow still played a de-
cisive role in determining tactics in Ger-
many. Later on such was not the case,
for the tactical course pursued in Ger-
many was, in the main, determired di-
rectly by the Executive Committee of
the CI.

FRANCE BECOMES
PROBING GROUND

With the victory of fascism, Germany
lost its leading role in determining tac-
tics. After February 6, 1934, especially
after the anti-fascist united front pact
between the CP and the SP of France
in July 1934, this role fell to France.

This fact is irrefutable and, incidental-
ly, disproves the official resolutions which
stated that the tactics applied in Ger-
many prior to January 1933 were “ab-
solutely correct.”

The CPF s numerically the strongest
party and wields the greatest Commu-
nist influence in Central and Western
Europe. This, however, does not wholly
account for the fact that the tactics of
the CPF have become the international
model. The real reason for this is the
problem of preventing the victory of

Its Significance For The International Revolutionary Movement

fascism which, not solved in Germany,
is now being raised in France. France
is therefore logically the country which
is attempting to profit by the lessons .of
the German defeat and to solve the prob-
lem by means of better methods. The
danger of fascism is more imminent in
France than in any other of the major
capitalist countries. It is therefore quite
natural that the tactics pursued by the
CP of France, to prevent the victory of
fascism, are of international significance.
This is true to such an extent that these
tactics are having a decisive influence
even on those countries in which fascism
is in power.

An examination of the tactics of the
CPF is therefore of decisive significance
to all Communist Parties outside the
Soviet Union, no matter what the differ-
cnce in conditions may be in countries
where fascism has triumphed and in
those in which fascism ‘is fighting for
power.

II. BASIC QUESTIONS

Before the victory of fascism Social-
Democracy exerted greater influence on
the working class and possessed stronger
organizations than did the Communist
Parties in both Germany and Austria.
The vietory of fascism in Germany and
Austria pronounced the historical doom
of reformism in its German and Austrian
variety, while, at the same time, cong
firming the correctness of Communist
principles. In both countries, however,
the victory of fascism also implied a
criticism of Communist tactics which
failed to undermine the influence of the
Social-Democrats in the working class.

NEW PROBLEMS
AND TASKS

What are the special problems and
tasks that faced the German workers
and the CP before the victory of fasecism
and are again facing France and other
countries today?

The special task facing the working
class is the initiation of the struggle for
proletarian dictatorship under a bour-
geois democracy. “Bourgeois democra-
cy” does not rest on a firm basis, it
changes in and during the struggle. It
must be undermined step by step. No
working class has ever solved this prob-
lem. Not even the Russian, because the
problem never existed there. The Keren-
sky regime, which was characterized by
Lenin until July 1917 as the most liberal
bourgeois regime, transformed itself by

autumn 1917 into a dictatorship. This
problem is therefore an enfirely new
one. To deny that it can be solved is to
resign oneself to the inevitability of fas-
cism everywhere. The CI emphatically
rejects this viewpoint and so do we.

The problem, however, is a compli-
cated one from the viewpoint of strategy
and tactics. The essential thing is the
transition from bourgeois democracy to
that of soviet dictatorship, from capital-
ist to Socialist economy. This transition
requires organizational connecting links.
Soviet dictatorship must emerge from
some organizational base. This transition
cannot be accomplished by mere propa-
ganda. At least the germs of the Soviets
must be formed before they become the
sole representatives of the proletarian
state. Similarly, the proletarian state
cannot take over capitalist factories be-
fore the workers themselves have seized
the factories. The working class must
be prepared for this transition politically
and organizationally and must win the
pelty bourgeois strata to its side.

In Gertany this problem could not be
solved because the CP rejected the united
front and concentrated on building revo-
lutionary dual unions instead of attempt-
ing to win over the reformist unions.
In addition, the CP, for some time, re-
fused to issue a program of action con-
taining immediate demands and in gen-
eral until the very last moment refused
to issue revolutionary transition slogans.

We do not maintain that the CPG
would have won if it had pursued a cor-
rect tactical course but we do maintain
that without such a course it could not
win,

WHAT SHALL THE
NEW TACTICS BE?

It became obvious then that the Ger-
man tactics had to be replaced by dif-
ferent tactics. The workers of France
acted spontaneously after February 6th.
In connection with the general strike of
February 12th they formed thousands
of anti-fascist cartels composed of the
local and district organizations of the
Communist and Socialist Parties. The
CP followed and reached a central agree-
ment with the SP. The “German way”
which had led to defeat was abandoned
for an equally false road in the opposite
direction. The ultra-left course in Ger-
many was followed by a right, opportu-
nist course in France.

Social-Democracy had tried all sorts
of varieties of reformism in the various

countries only to be refuted by the vic-

tory of fascism. Communism on the
other hand has tried all varieties of false
tactics before deciding upon the proper
tactical course. The tactical errors of
the CPF were inherent from the very
start—namely, in the fundamental weak-
nesses of the anti-fascist united front
pact. They have developed logically and
have reached their zenith in the recent
cabinet crises. The errors are mainly
contained in the relation of the CPF to
the SP and the Radical Socialists.

III. THE CABINET CRISIS
AND THE C.P.F.

The main stages which led to the posi-
tion taken by the CPF during the last
cabinet crisis are the following:

1. The omissions, errors and weak-
nesses of the anti-fascist pact. The CPF
reached an agrecement which is based on
the defense of ‘“‘democratic rights,” on
the defense of bourgeois democracy in-
stead of insisting that the basis of the
pact be the defense of the democratic
rights of the working class, and if neces-
sary, forcing the SPF to discuss the pol-
icy of defending the democratic rights
of the owning classes, before the masses.
Later developments and the attempt of
the Party to justify this position prove,
at any rate, that there is no incidental
error involved here. Not only did the
leaders of the CPF defend this position:
Ercoli representing the CP of Italy even
tried to prove that the defense of bour-
geois democracy itself would lead to the

struggle for the proletarian dictatorship.
How this miracle was to be accomplished
was not explained, and cannot be ex-
plained.

EXPLANATION vs.
JUSTIFICATION

One can easily explain the position of
the CPF but it cannot be justified. As
soon as the CPF left the field of abstract
propaganda for Communism in order to
tackle concrete political problems, with-
out a correct application of the united
front it was unable to go beyond bour-
geois democracy. The bourgeois demo-
cratic traditions of the working class and
the petty bourgeoisie are much stronger
in France than they were in Germany
under the Weimar Republic because, for
one thing, these rights were the result
of revolutionary struggles during nearly
80 years (1789-1871) and because the
economic crisis has not been as severe
in France as it is in Germany. Neverthe-
less, there is ho doubt but that the bour-

IN THE C.P.0. PRE-CONVENTION DISCUSSION

By JAMES A. MacARTHUR

The CP having failed utterly during
the past years to involve non-Communist
sections of the labor movement in its
united front activities, is now working
over-time to end the isolation resulting
from the past united-front-from-below
line. But from ultra- leftism the CP has
somersaulted to ultra-opportunism—
so that the present line can be described
as a chop suey combination of right-op-
portunist deviations resulting from the
still remaining sectarian approach. A
recent CP controlled Baltimore Confer-
ence for the Defense of Ethiopia as a
clear example of the present line, in
snap-shot form.

ULTRA-LEFTISM
PERSISTS

In the main, the line of the CP was
the old ultra-left one—the only line the
functionaries have been schooled in and
can apply. For example, despite the fact
that the representation (considering the
broadness of the issue) was obviously
narrow—the CP forces being a numerical
majority, with the People’s Unemploy-
ment League and the CPO the only other
organizations represented—the Confer-
ence rejected a CPO motion that it con-
sider itself a preliminary conference, a
provisional committee, and constructively
take up the question of arranging .a
broad conference. Instead, the program
the CP had previously worked out was
adopted, officers were elected, etc.—and
the CP expressed the opinion that a
broad united front had been established.
(In which opinion they were probably
sincere, since the past sectarian line has
naturally given them no conception of
what a broad united front is like.)

other example of the “old” line was

the" decision of the Conference to call a
demonstration against war on August
17th—the same day that the People’s
Unemployment League had previously
set aside for an unemployed demonstra-
tion. The CPO delegates made an
amendment that the demonstration be
at least one week later, since the forces
of the P.U.L. (which could bring more
organized workers than the rest of the
Conference put together) in preparing
the Ethiopian demonstration; that dual
demonstrations meant a division of dem-
onstrators, and so on. But the CP, still

affected in practice by the old line of

Defeating Mussolini By Prayer

regarding the P.U.L. as “an enemy or-|

ganization,” etc., defeated the CPO
amendment—attacking the CPO dele-
gates as disrupters, an opposition to
Communism, and so forth.

An hour after the CPO amendment
was defeated the 70 representatives of
the 30-odd unemployed locals that com-
pose the central body of the P.U.L. re-
ceived a report from the P.U.L. dele-
gates to the Conference. Upon learning
that the Conference had selected the 17th
as a demonstration day, the P.U.L. (the
largest labor organization in the Confer-
ence) withdrew from the conference in
outraged indignation. The conference
as well as Communism was discredited,
the anti-war movement in Baltimore
was disrupted—but not by the CPO
amendment. Incidentally, the CPO con-
tinued the campaign to have the demon-
stration date changed, so that the CP, at
the next meeting of the Conference,
adopted the original CPO amendment.

Another example was that the CP had
the Ethiopian Conference (meeting for
the first time three days before August
1st Conference go on record supporting
the August 1st Conference. The CPO op-

posed this, stating that we had no objec-,

tion to individual organizations in the
Ethiopian Conference endorsing the Aug-
ust 1st Conference. All that was accom-
plished by this paper endorsement was
to put red paint on the Ethiopian Con-
ference.

NOSE-DIVING INTO
OPPORTUNISM

The above three examples indicate that
the main line of the CP is still the old
sectarian one of completely controlling
united fronts instead of striving to make
them so broad that the forces of an ad-
vanced political party are a small min-
ority. Instead of a united front of va-
rious labor organizations, the CP still
works to establish ‘“‘united fronts” that
are in practice another name for the CP,
operating behind the fig-leaf of one or
two non-Communist individuals. But
not content with these three leftist er-
rors, the CP, responding to the current
turn, did a nose-dive into the swamp of
opportunism.

REVOLUTION
BY PRAYER
The CP strategy was that the main

base of the Ethiopian anti-war struggle

should be the churches, instead of the
labor movement, from which the past
line has isolated them. Consequently, at
the Conference the CP sponsored a mo-
tion that the Ethiopian Defense Commit-
tee call upon the masses of workers to
go to church on August 18th to pray for
the defense of Ethiopia!

How come? Leonard Patterson, mem-
ber of the National buro of the YCL ex-
plained to the conference that—(this is
an exact quotation): “Prayer is a form
of protest.”

Prayer a form of “protest” that Com-
munists advocate? Patterson had proof.
It seems that some issue of the Daily
Worker stated that the Italian masses
were protesting war by going to church
and praying! Can any member of the
CPO want better proof?

This motion could have been under-
stood by the CPO delegates had it been
sponsored by a large number of sky-
pilots, anxious to capitalize upon the re-
sentment of the Negro masses by coral-
ling them into church these summer
months—churches not being air-cooled,
yvet. In such a case the CP forces might
be neutral. Certainly, it is not the job
of the CP to sponsor such motions, to
be agents of the church. The job of the
CP is to give a different orfentation, not
to support backward tendencies, not to
kneel at the altar in order to overcome
isolation.

And lest any reader think this prayer-
is-a-form-of-protest idea is one of Pat-
terson’s personal notions, it should be
recorded that all the other CP delegates
to the Conference concurred in this
opinion. Mary Timoff, one of the dele-
gates and a former National Buro mem-
ber of the YCL announced at the August
1st meeting to the assembled people be-
fore the City Hall, on behalf of the
Ethiopian Defense Committee, that the
Comimittee was supporting August 18th
as a day of prayer!

“FATHER FORGIVE THEM”

Opportunism, hardly seems an ade-
quate word. Evidently, the Balto. CP
has learned a “lesson” from the Father
Devine turn in N. Y. We might call
this the Ethi—opium of the people turn
in Baltimore.

And as a finishing touch, at the close
of the Conference a CP functionary, ob-

viously following fraction instructions,

geois parliamentary regime of France
is declining, and that criticism is being
levelled against it not only by the big
bourgeoisie but also by the petty bour-
geoisie and the working class. Further-
more, France faces the same alternative
that Germany faced: the problems
raised by the economic crisis will be
solved either by the establishment of a
fascist dictatorship or by the proletarian
dictatorship.

If, however, the defense of bourgeois
democracy is made the starting point, de-
feal is inevitable since no economic prob-
lem can be solved in this way; more-
over, it is impossible to initiaté the
struggle for the proletarian dictator-
ship by defending bourgeois democracy
as such.

A second weakness of the anti-fascist
pact was the failure of the CPF to per-
suade the SP to include the strike as a
weapon against the offensive of capital
and to pledge it to come out, jointly
with the CPF, for the application of this
weapon in the trade unions.

Thus united front actions are limited
to parliamentary means and mass ac-
tions to demonstrations and mass meet-
ings. Since united mass actions were so
very limited from the very start, parlia-
mentary action became the dominant ele-
ment to which mass activity was subor-
dinated. Furthermore, the trade unions
as such were not part of the united front.
This implied the constant threat that
the reformist unions would at any mo-
ment turn against the united front.

C.P. DISARMED ITSELF

A third weakness was the non-aggres-
sion pact, the failure of the CP to con-
stantly criticize the principles and tac-
tics of reformism before the masses
which participated in the united front.
This failure prevented the CP from win-
ning Social-Democratic workers for
Communism in the course of the united
front struggle. The winning of Social-
Democratic workers for Communism is
one of the essential and indispefsable
aspects of the united front. Without it
a transition to revolutionary struggles is
impossible,

The fact that the tactical turn of the
CPF was ordered by the Party leadership
and never discussed and worked out by
the Party membership has added to the
chaos. The ultra-left line, which was
abandoned in great haste because of the

pressure of the spontaneous activities of
the masses, was false and proved to be a
complete failure but it was at least firm
and consistent. With the new tactical
turn ordered by the burocracy and never
thought out by the entire membership
(not even by the leadership itself) the
leadership of the Party lost its firm
ground and launched itself on a policy
of continuous improvisations,

The fundamental errors made at the
start had fatal organizational effects.
The anti-fascist cartels of the Commu-
nist and Socialist Party organizations
were the organizational starting points
of the united front. The anti-fascist
pact provided for a central anti-fascist
cartel between the CP and the SP and
materialized in the form of a central
coordinating committee composed of
representatives of the Central Commit-
tees of the two parties. In other words,
these bodies were combined Party or-
gans, Party cartels, locally and centrally.
They were not broad mass organs.

However, in order to raise the united
front to a higher level, in order to make
the transition to revolutionary strategy,
it became necessary to reject the nar-

(Continued on next column)

got up and called upon a preacher to de-
liver a benediction. All the delegates
rose and bowed their heads while the
Rev. White intoned: “O God, who on
the Cross of Calvary said,” ete. Could
personal hypocrisy or political illiterary
go further?

It might be a proper close to quote
the Bible: “Father forgive them for they
know not what they do.” However, we
hope the Party members reject prayer
as a form of protest, and see that some
ideological and organizational house
cleaning is begun.
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SOME NOTES ON THE ETHIOPIAN SITUATION

By WILL HERBERG

The brazenly imperialistic character
of the war Italian Fascism is planning
to launch against Ethiopia is too obvious
to require argument. Mussolini indeed
makes little attempt to disguise his aims
altho once in a while he does refer to the
“civilization” and “European culture”
which Italian arms are destined to bring
to “darkest Africa.” Stripped of these
threadbare trappings, the whole adven-
ture is revealed as no more than a des-
perate effort to seize the resources of
Ethiopia and enslave its people in order

_ to create a new colonial reserve for hard-

pressed Italian capitalism. So much is
clear enough. In resisting Mussolini’s
armies, the Ethiopians will be defendng
their independence, their right to self-
determination, their very future as a
people, against one of the most rapacious
and reactionary regimes in the world.
In other words, they will be fighting a
just and progressive war, well deserving
the support not only of all class con-
scious workers but also of all forward-
looking people who hate oppression and
prize treedom and true democracy. For
Ethiopia such a war would be a genu-
inely defensive war because, for that
country, it would be the “continuation
by other means” of an essentially anti-
imperialistic policy of national defense
against the threat of colonial subjection.
One would have to be a hopelessly doc-
strinaire pacifist, utterly lost to all sense
of reality to condemn the Ethiopian peo-
ple for resisting their enslavement un-
der the iron heel of Italian Fascism, with
arms in hand. Norman Thomas may
well believe that “the doctrine of a good»
war is bad socialism,” but surely he will
not hesitate to extend his whole-hearted
support to the Ethiopians in the coming
conflict nor refuse to do what he can to
help them ward off the attacks of the im-
perialists. In such a war, the interests
of the proletarian and farmer masses of
the world and of all anti-imperialists and
anti-Fascists would obviously be best
served by the defeat of Italian Fascism,
by the victory of the Ethiopians fighting
for their national existence.
ROLE OF
LEAGUE OF NATIONS

The last few months have shown plain-
ly enough that the League of Nations,

(Continued from previous column)

row organizational base and to reorgan-
ize the united front basing it on genuine
united front organs supported by the
great masses, elected and controlled by
them. The CP until this very moment
has made no practical efforts in this di-
rection. It was prevented from making
such efforts because it had confined it-
self solely to the parliamentary field for
action. And vice versa, the above men-
tioned organizational set-up of united
front organs and actions obstructed the
transition to extra-parliamentary mass
actions. Instefd of formulating its par-
liamentary activities on.the basis of its
extra-parliamentary actions and subor-
dinating the former to the latter, the CP
transferred its method of parliamentary
work to the extra-parliamentary field.

2. At the Central Council elections in
the fall of 1934 the CP pledged to sup-
port Radical Socialist candidates with
the reservation that they openly come
out against the policies of their Party
and their ministers who at that time
were members of the government of
“National Unity” and as such.helped to
carry into practice the attack of capital
on the working class and the petty bour-
geoisie. This maneuver on the part of
the CP was correct. But then things
took a different turn.

3. At the municipal elections in May
1935 this reservation demanded of Rad-
ical Socialist candidates was dropped. In
many localities the Communists, Social-
ists and Radical Socialists formed elec-
tion blocs in the final elections and some-
times even in the run-off elections,

It required but little to extend this
policy to the “Peoples Front” tactic
which is the policy now pursued by the
CPF in the French Chamber and trans-
ferred to its extra-parliamentary activ-
ity.
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Successful Defense

Requires Reorganization of Social Life

dominated by England and France, has
not the slightest intention of calling a
halt to the African adventure of Italian
imperialism in spite of the fact that all
sorts of treaties are being openly and
brazenly violated. The main efforts of
the League are being directed towards
a double aim: first, to prevent Italian
colonial expansion at the expense of
British or French interests and, second-
ly, to persuade or bully Ethiopia into
capitulating, into committing suicide,
“for the sake of preserving peace.” It is
therefore to be deeply deplored that not
a single voice has been raised inside the
League against these criminal manou-
vers; neither the Soviet government nor
any one of the Socialist governments of
the Scandinavian countries has deemed it
necessary to make itself heard in pro-
test. Worse than that, Maxim Litvinoff,
the Soviet foreign minister, in his capaci-
ty as president of the League Council,
has even found it quite possible to serve
as that body’s mouthpiece in pleading
with the Ethiopians to accept the pro-
posal to commit suicide in a quiet and
decent way! That deep down in his
heart Litvinoff did not mean what he
said in his formal conversations with
the Ethiopian representatives every one
will readily admit but that changes
nothing. A diplomat such as Litvinoff
could surely have found some way to
avoid being turned into the spokesman
for the French and British wire-pullers
on behalf of Italy. Instead of standing
forth on the world arena in its old role
as the tribune of the oppressed millions,
Soviet diplomacy has now manouvered
itself into a situation where it appears
as the errand-boy of the unscrupulous
League politicians intriguing against the
life of the last independent nation in
Africa. Is it any wonder that the great
prestige deservedly gained by the Soviet
Union among the colored peoples of the
world is now being rapidly lost and that
resentment is mounting among its best
friends in Harlem and other Negro com-
munities of this country?

SEEING ETHIOPIA
AS IT IS

For Ethiopia, the war against Italian
Fascism would be a genuinely defensive
war, a just war, a progressive war. But
that does not exhaust the whole matter
by any means. Ethiopia is itself groan-
ing under the heavy burden of feudalism
in its economic, social and political life.
Chattel slavery still flourishes in many
parts of the land while serfdom is the
normal condition of the great mass of
the peasantry. The country, divided and
impoverished, is dominated by a handful

of feudal chieftains, each a petty prince-
ling in his own domain, and by an en-
trenched priesthood with its deadly grip
over the social and cultural life of the
country. Such are the facts. The ro-
mantic idealization of all that is back-
ward and barbarous in Ethiopian life, so
common in American Negro circles to-
day, is certainly no service to the Ethio-
pian masses. But especially dangerous
is the calculated demagogy of the offi-
cial Communist press, recklessly playing
upon ignorance and nationalist prejudice.
Ethiopia suddenly becomes a “free coun-
try”; the Emperor is hailed in word and
picture; the hard realities of Ethiopian
sodial conditions are deliberately ob-
scured behind a thick veil of vague and
sentimental phrases,

It is surely unnecessary to emphasize
that the ruling caste of feudal chieftains
and priests, headed by the Emperor, can-
not be looked to for leadership in a vig-
orous and uncompromising struggle
against Italian imperialism. By nature
of their social position and interests,
they necessarily find themselves closer
to the foreign invader than to their own
miserable serfs, all their fervent pa-
triotic declarations to the contrary not-
withstanding. With Mussolini they can
always reach some sort of accomodation
at the expense of the underlying popula-
tion,but with their own serfs and slaves,
once aroused and set in motion in war,
no accomodation is possible; from them
they can expect nothing but bitter oppo-
sition, revolt and destruction. No effec-
tive national defense is possible under
the leadership of the feudal chiefs and
priests; no effective national defense is
possible as long as Ethiopia remains
crushed under the weight of feudal sepa-
ratism, serfdom and priestly supersti-
tion. The Emperor, the chiefs, ‘the
priests and their entire rotten and bar-
baric system must be swept aside if the
people are to be capable of defending
their freedom and independence against
foreign imperialism. The main condition
for effective national defense is a thoro-
going democratic reorganization of Ethi-
opian social life—the emancipation of the
slaves, the abolition of serfdom and the
restoration of the land to the tillers of
the soil, the unification of the country
thru the eradication of feudalism, the
separation of church and state, the mob-
ilization of the nation in arms, demo-
cratic self-government and civil and po-
litical rights for the people.

REVOLUTIONARY DEFENSE
AGAINST REACTION
The historical experiences of over a

century of bourgeois revolutions, from

the great French Revolution in the
eighteenth century to the great Chinese
Revolution in the twentieth century, have
taught us that revolutionary defense is
the ‘only effective national defense
against reaction. The French people were
able to beat back the whole of reaction-
ary Europe once their invincible energies
had been released by the overthrow of
feudalism, the destruction of the mon-
archy, the seizure of the land and the
political enfranchisement of the masses.
The Chinese people could hold the forces
of imperialism at bay as long as the
nationalist movement was identified with
democratic progress and agrarian revo-
lution. To arouse and unite the masses
in determined resistance to the imperial-
ist invader, empty patriotic fervor is not
enough; it is necessary that national de-
fense acquire a concrete meaning to the
toiling people, a meaning in terms of
land and freedom! Only a democratic
revolution can give the Ethiopian peo-
ple the strength and the power to with-
stand the murderous onslaught of Italian
imperialism!

In picturing Ethiopia as one happy,
united, devoted family, without classes,
without exploitation and oppression, in
preaching a grand “sacred union” from
Haile Selassie down, to the most wretch-
ed slave, in calling for support to the
Emperor and the feudal caste, the official
Communist press is playing false to the
cause of Ethiopian freedom, is commit-
ting a crime for which there is no repa-
ration. It is playing right into the hands
of the feudal oppressors of the Ethio-
pian people and, at a further remove,
into the hands of Italian imperialism!

ENTER BERLIN
AND TOKYO

Considerable atlention has recently
been turned to the wide-spread intrigues
of Germany and Japan in the Ethiopian
situation. Here I am not going to ex-
amine the fairly obvious calculations
that have moved the German Nazis and
the Japanese militarists to parade as the
champions of freedom and independence.
But I do want to point out that in this
situation there lies hidden a fatal danger
to the Ethiopian people.

No genuine struggle for freedom or
national independence is possible in al-
liance, whether open or covert, with the
Nazi despots or the Japanese oppressors
of Korea and Manchuria. It is not at all
a question of obtaining arms; naturally,
in the face of the virtual embargo on
the export of arms to Ethiopia placed by
the “democratic” countries of Europe
in a curious fit of pacifistic seruple, the

Ethiopian government is bound to get

IN THE C.P.O. PRE-CONVENTION DISCUSSION

Our Present Line And Trotskyism

By M. S. MAUTNER

As principled differences begin to
arise between us and the Communist In-
ternational, it becomes one of our tasks
also o differentiate between the Trot-
skyite estimation of this situation and
our own. The Trotskyites, fathers of
ultra-leftism in the CI, denounced ultra-
leftism as adventurism when it was car-
ried out by their bete-noir, Stalin. The
Trotskyites, historically Menshevik, were
the first to enter the Second Internation-
al; to break with the principles of a
separate organization for revolutionaries.
Today they point a finger of scorn at
the CI's maneuvers for “organic unity.”
Why was it correct for this pititful sect
of phrase-mongers to do what becomes
incorrect for their “enemies? to do?
Either it is correct for revolutionaries to
give up their own organization and enter
the reformist one or it is not. The CPO
maintains the historic position of Lenin,
that revolutionaries and reformists can-
not work in the same party, that “unity”
can only mean the prior destruction of
the influence of the reformists over the
masses, that “unity” can mean only the
triumph of the principles of Leninism,
uncorrupted and uncompromised.
A READY ANSWER

How do the Trotskyites account for
the present social-chauvinism of the CI?
Their basic anti-Soviet orientation on the
question of “socialism in one country”
leads them to ascribe all errors to “na-
tional bolshevism,” the policy of delib-
erate sacrifice of the world revolution on
the part of the Russian comrades. Pri-
marily, therefore, the earlier tactical ills
of the CI and its present decay of prin-
ciples is due, according to the Trotsky-
ites, to the inner policy of the Russian
Party. Thus the question of burocracy
and puppet leaderships, assume a minor
role, for even if there were democracy
and a collective leadership these would
not outweigh the presumably counter-
revolutionary policy in Russia. From
this it follows that the major task of the
Trotskyites is to overthrow the Russian
Party—the Soviet State.

But history has long since shown that
the line of the Russian Party was cor-
rect, has strengthened the Soviets. We

of the CPO ascribe the crisis in the CI

not to the policy of the Russians in Rus-
sia but to the transference of these pol-
icies of a party in power to the parties
struggling for power in capitalist coun-
tries. Primarily, therefore, ultra-left-
ism and social-chauvinism are due to the
“external” policy of the Russian Party.

MECHANICAL
TRANSFERENCE

Obviously it is the latter theory that
can account for the defections of the
CI. For, it is important to note, the
Trotskyites attempt to make their theory
of national bolshevism explain two op-
posing phenomena—ultra-leftism and op-
portunism. If the Russians desired to
sacrifice the international working class
for the USSR, then why would they at
one moment see barricades in every pile
of garbage and at another recognize
themselves as a minority and adopt a
policy of coalitionism?

It is the belief of the ICO that mech-
anical transference is-the source of the
evil. Does this theory hold today?
Much space has been devoted in the
Workers Age to the correctness of the
foreign policy of the USSR and repeti-
tion is unnecessary. What we are inter-
ested in demostrating is that the “gap
theory,” the theory of mechanical trans-
ference, still adequately explains the
present situation, altho it is perhaps not
quite as dramatic or rhetorical as the
theory of national bolshevist betrayal.
MISAPPLYING *

SOVIET POLICY

The Russians represent a nation among
nations. For them to make a military
alliance with the French government, is
to put into practice Lenin’s dictum on
the utilization of the contradictions in
the imperialist camp, i.e. the fact that
French imperialism has interests op-
posed to that of German imperialism.
At the same time the main enemy of the
USSR, of the CPSU is also Hitler Ger-
many. But since the Russian Party con-
trols the CI the situation is automatically
transferred to all the parties, which find
that their immediate enemy is Hitler
fascism. In practice this becomes a pol-
icy of favoring one bourgeoisie against
another, But the Nazis will not bring
fascism by fire and sword to the other
countries. On the contrary when the

bourgeoisie is driven to fascism to save
its national slice of world economy it
will attempt the coup. Therefore the
main enemy of the various sections of
the Comintern is the corresponding na-
tional section of the bourgeoisie. At the
moment the main enemy of the French
bourgeoisie is the German bourgeoisie,
but for the French proletariat the enemy
continues to be at home, the enemy con-
tinues to be the French bourgeoisie.

It is here that the Comintern goes
wrong, and from this error flows the
practice of national defense in the French
Party, and the Kautskyan attitude of
“defense of the small nations.” No ‘mat-
ter what the intention of the CI, no mat-
ter how revolutionary its phrases, this
is the betrayal of the class struggle.
Lenin pointed out many times that it is
precisely under cover of revolutionary
phrases that the crassest opportunism is
hidden.

TREND TO
SOCIAL-DEMOCRACY

In the International can be found
patches of Leninism amidst the general
aridity of the present right swing. But
this is not the general trend. Dominant
in the Comintern today is the Social-
Democratic trend. This policy has not
yet been sanctified by decision of the
Seventh Congress, nevertheless, all ar-
rows point in that direction. Consider-
ing the policy for France, Poland and
Czechoslovakia there is left no doubt but
that this program of opportunism and
social-chauvinism has become the line of
the Comintern. It would be on this
trend that our perspective would be
based.

Once this becomes the policy of the
CI whether or not if is put into practice,
the parties act as forces against the class
struggle in the various countries. The
CI, thru Dimitroff, sounds the tocsin for
a “Peoples Front” government—unity
with the less reactionary sections of the
bourgeoisie against the fascist elements.
To propose that the workers support
such a coalition government is to blur
the Marxist attitude toward the state.
To conceive a united front government
thru parliament is to begin the road of
struggle against Soviet Power. There
is a logic to politics from which the Cl
is not exempt.

the necessities of war where it can. But
along with guns from Germany it is not
necessary to import the Hitler cult or
the Nazi ideology; along with munitions
from Japan, it is not necessary to import
the evangel of Japan as the liberator of
the darker races. Yet that is exactly
what is happening today. According to
newspaper reports, Hitler’s picture is be-
ing hawked about everywhere on the
streets in the Ethiopian capital and is
being displayed only second in promi-
nence to that of the Emperor himself.
Japan is being hailed by the patriotic
societies under the control of the priest-
hood as the inspiration and brother-in-
arms of the Ethiopian people. Under
the influence of Japanese demagogy and
racial prejudices, the struggle against
Italian imperialism is being preached as
a racial war against the whites. It is
necessary for the Ethiopians to realize
that their natural ally is not the murder
regime in Berlin or the militarist clique
in Tokyo, neither of which has any in-
terest except to utilize the situation for
its own imperialistic aims. The natural
ally of the Ethiopian people is to be
found among the masses of the workers,
farmers and progressive elements gen-
erally thruout the world. In this direc-
tion must the Ethiopian people look and
in this quarter, as recent events indicate,
they will find a ready response!

Neo-Paganism

In Germany

(Continued from Page 1)

fication -result from the recognition of
the fact that the working masses want
true socialism, that they are for the li-
quidation of class antagonisms thru the
liquidation of the capitalist class and
the liquidation of religion thru material-
ism and atheism. All these substitutes
will be discarded sooner or later by the
masses and will be pushed aside as soon
as the masses contrast the various sub-
stitutes of the Nazis with reality. The
Marxists must aid the masses to gain
this realization and to wage the struggle
for the real revolution instead of the
counter-revolution in disguise.

WHAT’S TO BE DONE?

Out attitude to neo-paganism must be
determined by this. We must prove that
the struggle which the National Social-
ists wage against the Church by substi-
tuting neo-paganism is nothing but a
fake and that in the final analysis they
are interested in saving religion in a new
forin and in forcing the Christian
churches to submit to fascist barbarism.
We must further point out that neo-
paganism is being used by the Nazis as
a diversion from the political and eco-
nomic disaffection. We must, therefore,
lead the potentially revolutionary petty
bourgeois and proletarian elements, now
serving the ends of counter-revolution,
to espouse materialism and atheism and
to wage a truly revolutionary struggle
on the economic and political field.

Such a task can be fulfilled only by
those who adopt a consistent, unequivo-
cal Marxist stand—the stand of dialec-
tical materialism. Any concession to re-
ligious ideology makes it impossible to
carry out this task.

AT FIRST GLANCE

(Continued from Page 1)

these countries have undoubtedly, todate,
been less hard hit than some of the other
capitalist countries. However, even the
backwash of the world crisis itself will
be more than sufficient to provide mount-
ing misery for these lands. Social-De-
mocratic governments will no more be-
able to meet the resulting problems than
their preceding and succeeding capitalist
governments have or will.

HERE is little room for doubt that
of the two movements the one head-
ed by Huey Long is far more powerful
and therefore more dangerous than that
headed by Father Coughlin. The reasons
for_this we have presented on other oc-
casions.

Facts are at hand showing that the
disintegration of the Coughlin movement
has set in at an even faster pace than
expected. To see this trend doesn’t mean
that one must’ immediately write off the
Coughlin movement. It still has vitality
but its peak as a vital factor has been
passed. Nothing of the sort can today
be said of Huey Long’s movement.

The downward trend of Father Cough-
lin’s drive has become so marked that
not even Henry P. Fletcher, Chairman of
the Republican National Committee, can
miss it. The latter, it must be kept in
mind, is today Hoover’s Farley and is
much interested in strengthening forces
undermining the Roosevelt fold. The
“Radio Priest” has decided to close the
Washington office of his organization.
Without going into the precise why and
wherefore of it, one 'may safely say that
the silver-lined priest will jump on the
Roosevelt band wagon in 1936 Some seek
to explain this development by the re-
ported declaration of Father Coughlin
that he felt he “had a bear by the tail.”

The phenomenon is simply part of the
crystallization and not disintegration of
the rising potential Fascist movement in
the U. S.—tho it indicates the passing of

the high watermark of a particular pest.
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“LEFT” PARLIAMENTARIANS
MEET IN FRANCE

On July 31st the second session of the
so-called “left groups” in parliament
took place in France. The “left group”
include the Communists, Socialists, Rad-
ical Socialists, and a few small “inde-
pendent” socialist parties. The main
question was, of course, a discussion of
the attitude of the Radical Socialists to-
ward the emergency decrees of Laval
The CP and the SP proposed to the Rad-
icals that parliament be convened in or-
der to do away with the emergency de-
crees. Before parliament had been ad-
journed the “left groups” had collected
enough signatures to convene °parlia-
ment. The Radicals, however, now de-
clared that they were opposed to re-con-
vening parliament for the purpose of do-
ing away with the emergency decrees
and of overthrowing Laval. They ar-
gued that authority to convene parlia-
ment is justified only if a fascist coup
d’etat is threatening, if, in other words,
the republic is in danger. This is not
the case at present. The individual
groups which had granted such authority
must be asked before such a move is con-
templated.

Then Blum, Socialist leader, was asked
to issue a weak statement in which the
facts were disguised. This was done. The
left press confined itself to Blum’s state-
ment. The true state of affairs was
made public by the reactionary press.

Such tactics are false and harmful.
They amount to a soft-pedaling of the
struggle against the emergency decrees
out of consideration for the Radical So-
cialists who belong to the Peoples Front.

In connection with this session. Duclos,
the Secretary of C.P.F. wrote an article
in Humanite on August 1, 1935 entitled:
“The Peoples Front Has A Future”:

“We will make all efforts to reach
a unanimous agreement on the action
to be taken against the emergency
decrees. Our efforts in this direction
will be stubborn and persistent such
as have always characterized our
party. However, we wish to inform

Mr. Laval that if we fail to reach such

an agreement with the Radicals, the

Peoples Front remains intact. The

Peoples Front is above all a rallying

center to defend liberty with the lar-

ger aim of also fighting against the
emergency decrees and for the taxa-

Thalheimer

tion of the rich. ...

The leadership of the CPF sent a com-
munication to the SPF on July 30th in
which it asks for an early reply to its
letter of July 13th in which the CP pro-
posed a basis for organic unity. The
letter expresses the hope that a united
party of the proletariat be realized as
soon as possible,

NEW BRITISH
NAVAL PROGRAM
The Daily Herald has recently pub-
lished the figures for the new British
naval program for the next 7 years.
The strength of the British fleet in
1942 will be:

”

1942 Previous
Battleships 15 15
Cruisers 72 50
Destroyers 142 84
Submarines 57 39
Airplane Carriers 10 8

Part of the expenses for construction
is to be raised thru a loan for the de-
fense of the British waterways. This
program illustrates very plainly that
England is primarily increasing its crui-
sers and destroyers. The naval race is
in full swing. Tho the British govern-
ment maintains that this program is not
final, it is quite clear that England is
proposing a stronger fleet and that other
naval powers will follow suit.

CP FOR CZECH
LEFT BLOC

The CP of Czechoslovakia taking its
cue from the CP of France has asked
the left groups in Parliament to form a
left coalition to fight fascism. The left
group includes the German and Czech
Social-Democracy and the party of
Benes, which calls itself “National So-
cialist’ but has no relation whatsoever
with Hitler’s national socialism. Benes’
Party is a bourgeois democratic party.
It has put the following demands to the
CP of Czech:

Recognition of the unity and integrity
of Czechslovakia; approval of the bud-
get; readiness to form a left cabinet;
cessation of the “destructive” work of
Communists.

The CP of Czechoslovakia, in its ap-
peal, states that it would be willing to
form a united front with the Social-
Democratic Parties even if the latter re-
main in the government, as long as they
are willing to fight against fascism.

Clique Struggle

s In Anthracite

Chris Golden who was Secretary of
the Anthracite Counciliation Board for
many years died recently. In him the
coal operators lost a faithful man. As a
rule 3 coal operators and the Presidents
of the 3 Anthracite districts select the
man for the office. There were many
high officials in the three districts who
expected to be selected. As senior Pres-

jdent of the three Anthracite districts,.

John Boylan, President of District 1 was
honored with that job, which pays
$10,000 a year. The coal operators did
not make a mistake in selecting John;
he will be a good, faithful man.

As a result Boylan resigned as Dis-
trict President leaving his office vacant
for Vice President M. Kozek to be ad-
vanced for President and the District
Executive Board to select a Vice Pres-
ident in his place. Asptrants for Vice
President were secretly campaigning for
themselves among the local unions. They:
asked locals for endorsement in order to
influence the District Executive Board
for their appointment. M. Kozek the new
President took his choice, J. Kennedy to
Washington, D. (C. to influence John
Lewis for the selection of Kennedy. On
the other hand, J. Boylan took J. Sulli-
van to be chosen. Boylan told Lewis
that Sullivan comes from the Glen Ad-
den mines and that he had the endorse-
ment from all local unions in the lower

part of the district “and no doubt from
the Glen Alden Coal Co.”

John Sullivan was selected as Vice
President of District 1 subject to ap-
proval of the District Conventjon which
will convene in October. M. Kozek was
always considered a weak man on the
District Executive Board. In 1928 when
Rinaldo Cappellini was forced to resign
from the presidency, Kozek refused to
accept the job, to which J. Boylan was
selected. John Sullivan newly elected
Vice President is not only weak but ab-
solutely incapable.

As a result of this shift of President
and Vice President it is expected that
the disappointed job seekers will stir
up some opposition in the District for
their personal advantage. They will use
the coming District Convention in Oc-
tober as well as the TriADistri(zt Conven-
tion in January 1936 at which the propo-
sition for the coming Anthracite agrec-
ment will be presented. Rank and File
miners should organize a real opposition
for a fight against the officialdom as well
as against all job seekers and fake op-
position,

A program for an increase in wages,
6 hour day and 5 day week, with im-
proved conditions in mines, one agrece-
ment for soft coal and hard coal miners
is the best weapon in the hands of the
progressive miners.

In Preparation
Two Articles by

JAY LOVESTONE

1. The New Position of the Comintern
On Bourgeois Democracy

2. The Comintern Takes A New
Position On War

Read the First Article In the Next
Issue of
WORKERS AGE

Books of

the Age

THE STATE IN THEORY AND PRAC-
TICE, by Harold J. Laski, 299pp. The
Viking Press, 1935. $3.00.

Reviewed by JAMES SAND

To arrive at a theoretical conclusion
for which one has never had any evident
relish is a triumph of objectivity over
wish. Laski, viewing the contemporary
political scene, is forced to the conclu-
sion that we are in for an era of revolu-
tion and struggle for possession of the
state-power. He accepts the Marxian
thesis on the class-basis of the state; he
even defends historical materialism, al-
beit with little philosophical profundity.

Twenty years ago Laski began his ex-
plorations into political theory, and came
up, with the pluralistic theory of the
state, which is an attempt to save the
individual from the ravages of coercive
authority. Now he realizes that the
problem is not to put the state in its
place, but to place the state in the hands
of a new class. For one who in 1920
grew rhapsodical over the fact that
French socialism was founded upon
Proudhon rather than Marx, this is truly
a revolution. For one who has busied
himself defending liberty and [reedom,
the discovery that there is only class
liberty and class freedom should mean
a complete overhauling of all his prin-
ciples. But for one who as late as 1931
could say that a bird in the hand is
worth a copy of Das Kapital in the bush,
the revolutionary position is something
of a luxury.

The truth is that, although recogniz-
ing what happens in polities, Laski
shrinks from its programmatic aspects.
The democratic tradition is strong within
him, and the liberal conception of the
“life of reason” remains a haven of re-
fuge. The upshot is that though this
work is often incisive in analysis of ac-
tuality it is utterly confused in revolu-
tionary theory. -

State and Government

Thus, the concept “state” is seen in
two different lights. In the beginning, it
betokens not an instrument of a class,
not a machine for the suppression of
one class by another, but “a society . . .
integrated by possessing a coercive au-
thority legally supreme over any indi-
vidual or group which is part of the so-
ciety.” But this granting to the state
the integration of society is to give it
sanction by collectivizing its action, The
fundamental question here is ad homi-
nem: Whose society is being integrated ?
This Laski realizes as he proceeds to
study the practice of the state today.
But before doing that he lets himself in
for additional confusion by attempting
to justify coercive power in terms ot
the measure of its satisfaction of maxi-
mum demand. This is arrant scholasti-
cism. The justification of coercive pow-
er has always resided in itself. Only
those who do not have it or will not
wield it when they have it seek to justify
it by anything but itself. Laski shrinks
from the Thrasymachean view of justice
as the will of the stronger because again
he fails to ask the ad hominem question:
Who is the stronger? Realistic as to the
inevitable advent of a struggle for pow-
er, he is idealistic in seeking to find
justification for its being where it is.

And his denial that the distinction be-
tween “state” and *“government” is of
practical significance (p. 12) is a denial

of the actual situation in bourgeois so-
ciety. The ‘state” is the organ of ex-
ploitation; govermment is merely a mech-
anism. Thus, the two Labor regimes in
Britain have been governments by La-
bor, but the state has remained in the
hands of the capitalist class. To deny
this is to have to admit what is not true,
that Labor has ever held state-power in
Britain. Or in Germany. Labor cannot
come to state-power until it owns the
means of production, and it cannot own
the means of production without expro-
priation (which in the very essence of
capitalistic society means violent expro-
priation). And if state and government
are not practically distinct, how can
Laski (p. 284) speak of ‘“‘a government
which is determined to maintain state-
power”? If in practice they are the
same, there would be no need to ‘main-
tain it.

Nature of Demecracy

Under democracy, Laski implies that
there is democracy by consent. Yes, but
consent of whom? The alternative to
consent he thinks is “naked dictator-
ship.” But the difference between the
naked dictatorship of Fascism and the
dictatorship of an unchallenged finance-
capital is the superlicial one evinced in
the garment of parliamentarism. On this
point Laski is not only vague; he is un-
knowing. Parliaments are “talking
shops,” as Marx said; under Fascism
they are abolished because they impede
the dictatorship of capitalism. Under
a non-Fascist capitalism they are not
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abolished because they do not as yet im-
pede the dictatorship of capitalism. Un-
der the dictatorship of the proletariat
representative institutions are workers
bodies. The state is always a dictator-
ship (which Laski really does not want
to believe); the real problem in revolu-
tionary socialism is how to transfer the
dictatorship to the hands of the prole-
tarian class.

Nothing better illustrates the identity
of Laski and the Centrist socialists in
Britain with the German Social Democ-
racy which would not push the logic of
Marxism to its ultimate conclusion in
practice than rhetorical Weltschmerz
like the following: “When ideas arm
themselves for conflict, the voice of rea-
son ig unlikely to be heard. When the
voice of reason is drowned by the pas-
sionate clangor of arms, men have never
listened to a plea for freedom.” This is
the weariness of vicious intellectualism
viewing the world from a study-window.
This, as Lenin said of Kautsky (with
whom Laski has such obvious fraternity)
is positively like chewing rags in one’s
sleep! What in the world is the voice
of reason if not a cloak for those who
cannot or will not take sides in a con-
flict? Laski’s position is that of prayer-
fully hoping that by some divine meta-
morphosis capitalists will give up their
privileges by exposing themselves to
scientific socialism. If such were pos-
sible, the growth of Fascism throughout
the world might be mitigated by a Sun-
day-school movement wherein the Com-
munist Manifesto was read to capitalists
who out of a clear sky had forgotten
where their own interests lay and want-
ed to discover how they could hand over
their belongings to the workers. Again
Laski misses the queston, the voice of
whose reason?

Adyviice From Lenin

In these days when men align them-
selves for impending struggle, the ques-
tion that grows out of any discussion
of this sort is: Where does the author
stand? The answer, though never ex-
plicit, lies implicit in the manner in
which Laski has broached the question.
He does not stand as a revolutionary
socialist. The very manner in which he
discusses the fundamental questions of
politics and economics stamps him as
psychologically a bourgeois. This is the
more important in Laski’s case since he
is the intellectual godfather of the politi-
cal theory of the British Labor Party.
The coming to power of British Labor,
which directly impends, will see the en-
sconcing of men who think like Laski
in high office in Britain. Then we shall
better see the reality of the distinction
between government and the state; then
we shall see the extent to which a party
pledaged to socialism can further its com-
ing through constitutional means. The
tone of Mr. Laski’s book makes it ex-
ceedingly probable that the experience
of German Social Democracy will once
again be repeated, unless the small revo-
lutionary group (of which Laski is de-
cidedly not a member) succeeds in grasp-
ing power and revolutionizing England.

But revolutionary situations are not
made by statements beforehand; they
are made by parliamentary crises and
economic upheavals. And on this score
in England there are the words of Lenin
(in Left-Wing Communism) whom Laski
conceives of as “the supreme strategist
of the actual seizure of power,” and
even more, “the great architect of its
consolidation.”

“The main task of contemporary
Communism in western Europe and
America (says Lenin) is to acquire
the ability to seek, to find, to deter-
mine coprectly the concrete path, or
the particular turn of events that will
bring the masses right up to the real,
decisive, last and great revolutionary
struggle. Take England, for exam-
ple: We cannot say, and no one is in
a position to say beforehand, how
soon the real proletarian revolution
will flare up there and what will serve
as the cause to rouse it, to kindle it
and move into the struggle very wide
‘masses who are at present dormant.
... It is possible that a parliamentary
crisis will cause the “breach,” will
“break the ice”; perhaps it will be a
crisis caused by the hopelessly en-
tangled and increasingly painful and
acute colonial and imperialist contra-
dictions, perhaps some third cause,
cte.”

But if the cause of the flare-up is un-
certain in England, one thing concerning
those involved in it is certain: it will
not be men incorporating the disembo-
died voice of abstract rcason who “will
bring the masses right up to the real,
decisive, last and great revolutionary
struggle.”

Wage Trend Down Despite
Fake Statistics

(Continued from Page 1)
compared with prices does however in-
dicate a marked decline in real income
during the depression.”

Further, we note: “The net decline
from 1929 to 1934 in income paid out
was 37%, as compared with a decrease
of 209 in the cost of living.”

Thus, if you earned, in 1929, $100, you
earned in 1934, $63. But while it cost you
$100 to live in 1929, it costs you $80 to-
day, 17% more than you are earning!

TRADE UNION
NOTES

By GEORGE F. MILES

The trade union leaders of the Com-
‘munist International have come upon sad
days. Even the great (but not the great-
cst) must beat his breast and intone
with great humility—Pecavi, Pecavi. It
was not easy for Lozovsky to arise and
criticise “the leadership of the Profin-
tern” which consisted of no one but Lo-
zovsky. He who in the past hurled
thunderbolts of abuse against his oppo-
nents now stands there mumbling in his
beard that his “‘own theses” was wrong,
that he should never have said that “‘the
reformist unions are a school of capital-
ism.” Yes, Lozovsky is paying a price
but our heart fails to bleed for him. For
we recall the treatment by Lozovsky of
those who rose to challenge and oppose
these very theories which he now dis-
cards.- They were abused, spat upon and
thrown out of the Communist interna-
tional.

HOGGING THE SHOW

We do think, however, that Lozovsky
has gone a little too far. He is actually
hogging the show of self-eriticism. 'The
name of Stalin is not even tmentioned.
1f that name is to appear so frequently
in connection with real or imagined vic-
tories and advances why not also where
the balance is written in red? He it was
who was the sole arbiter and supreme
commander over soldiers and war plans.
It was particularly under his command,
during the last 6 years, that the heavi-
est blows were dealt the Communist
Parties of Germany and Austria and in
less dramatic form the Communist Par-
ties everywhere else. So that if Lozov-
sky would serve the cause of accuracy
he would rise and, giving credit where it
belongs, he would say: “It was under the
leadership of our great Comrade Stalin
that I and the Profintern made such and
such errors.” His position in the Party
might suffer from such a declaration but
how much easier would his conscience
be when he recalled that he was not
alone responsible for the trade union
policies which helped bring death to
many workers and concentration camps
to many more?

MATHEMATICS INSTEAD
OF POLITICS

For Lozovsky as a trade union tacti-
cian we have nothing but contempt but
his arithmetic is impregnable. Between
1921 and 1927 the Profintern appealed
to Amsterdam for a united front exact-
ly 20 times. And again in 1935, says
Lozovsky, the same appeal was repeated.
The absence of such appeals between
1927 and 1935 is apparently due to poli-
tics and not to inability to count beyond
twenty. For this was the period when
inflamed imaginations ran riot.

It was in this period -that the trade
unions ‘“became fascisized,” had become
an “organic part of the bourgeois
state”; that it became neccessary “to
work consistently, consciously, and un-
tiringly for the organization of an inde-
pendent revolutionary trade union
movement”; that in so far as the work-
cre in the reformist unions were con-
cerned it was necessary “to transfer
them, in compact groups, to the corre-
sponding Red Trade Unions”; that altho
“there is no need of shouting it from the
housetops” there “cannot be the slightest
doubt” that we want to “break up the
reformist trade unjons . . . to explode
their discipline....”

How could there be united front pro-
posals to the Amsterdamers when such
policies were being “shouted from the
housetops” ?

REMEMBER THE PAST

We have dug up these quotations—in-
cidentally all of them from the pen of
Lozovsky—not out of sheer malice but
to parade their insane and dangerous
content before the eyes again. Now
when even official (unfortunately this
term is today almost synonymous with
unthinking) Communists discard these
theories is it nccessary to undertake the
process of immunizing the revolutionary
movement against them.

This becomes doubly necessary because

even at the Seventh Congress attempts
are made to justify these patently false
idcas. One of the worst offenders is
reporter Wilhelm Pieck who tells us that
“Without a loosening of the reformist
trade union discipline, without an inde-
pendent Communist strike leadership, the
bourgeoisie could have carried out its
wide plans of wage cuts... . . "

To claim, as Pieck does, that to split
the trade uniéns helps to defeat the of-
fensive of the employers, is to delend
dual unionism at its worst and indicates
clearly that the Comintern still has not
broken with the philosophy of dual
unionism no matter how many red unions
it liquidates, no matter how loudly it
screams for trade union unity.

JENNILE VIZENTHAL KANTOR
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