JAY LOVESTONE

PROVOCATIVENESS
A VIRTUE

In this column we shall strive to make
our motto this advice of Lenin: “Every
man with convictions, who thinks he has
something new to say, writes ‘provoca-
tively’ and expresses his views strongly.
Only those who are accustomed to sit
between two stools lack ‘provocative-
ness’.”

AND THE RICH
GROW RICHER

Now there comes to our hand the
latest income tax payment figures, cover-
ing the first year of the New Deal.
These should serve as more bricks in
the mausoleum in which the New Deal
should be placed by every worker. What
do these figures show? The actual in-
ecome of corporations increased by more
than 85%. The actual income of indivi-
duals declined by nearly $340,000,000.
The number of persons getting incomes
of less than $25,0000 a year, as well as
the total amount of their income, declin-
ed in the first New Deal year in com-
parison with the last Hoover’s new era
year. The number of total net incomes
in brackets over $25,000 increased. In-
dividuals receiving incomes of one mil-
lion dollars or more rose from 20 to 46
and their total net income rose from
$35,000,000 to $81,000,000. A heavy
decline is to be registered in the number
of individuals up to the $5,000 class pay-
ing income tax and the total of their
net incomes. The total number of returns
is nearly 3% less.

However, it is not only these figures
that should alarm the workers and im-
poverished farmers. It is the reaction of
the Roosevelt administration to this,
which is equally alarming. High in the
counsels of the White House there are
increasing indications that Roosevelt
and his brain trust will seize upon the
decline in the total number of income
tax payers as an additional excuse for
devising new forms of taxation and
shifting still more burdens to the backs
of those who are less able to bear them.
The sales tax put over by LaGuardia in
New York City is an ominous sign on
the horizon. Very likely under the ban-
ner of balancing the budget the great
mass of workers will soon be called
upon to make their condition still more
unbalanced and to give up still more of
their declining standards.

The New Deal is rapidly unfolding it-
self as nothing else but a New Ordeal
for the workers in the cities and on the
land.

PROSPERITY
IN BILLS

More than 2,200 bills have already
been presented to the Seventy-fourth
Congress. No one need really be be-
wildered at this mass outbreak or be
worried at what will happen to these
proposals. Senator-elect W. B. Rodgers
recently assured his most worthwhile
friends that “he would support no new
legislation without first freely consult-
ing industrialists and other business men
who would be affected.” Boss Farley
hastened to warn Congress before it
opened that its members better behave
well because “they slid in on the Presi-
dent’s popularity”. Within two hours af-
ter Congress opened it promptly revoked
the liberalized rules of procedure adopt-
ed in Hoover’s days, three years ago.
Roosevelt progressivism on the march!
Strengthening the committee system of
stifling congress as the nearest being,
tho very inadequate, to an expression
of “the will of the people.” Now Big
Business can all the more easily trans-
act its affairs behind the closed doors
of select committeemen. American
(capitalist) democracy does merrily roll
on and over the masses in the cities and
on the land. This action of Congress at
the behest of Roosevelt means sure death
in the speediest time to any bill which
might in the least way be of service to
the working and lower middle classes.

OUR AMERICAN
NEWSREEL

Perusing the headlines is it itself
a liberal education in these days of eddy
and cross-current. Let us merely cuil
a few to assess and indicate the move-
ment of the stream. President Green
of the A. F. of L. declares “Relief Bur-
den at New Peak.”” Lieutenant Col.
F. M. Andrews is to direct a new and
costly project in which “Army Air Corps
Is Centralized” and “71 New Airplanes
Ordered For Army.” The Citizens Wel-
fiare Committee discovers that “Illness
1s No. 1 Problem Of Depression.” At
the same time Moody’s Investors Service
discloses that “Dividends Gain by 172
Million.” And now all class divisions
are being wiped out by the New Deal
because: “Princess Mdvani, 22, has
$:0,000 Party; Does not ‘Think It Fit-
tir:g to Spend Too Much.’” Finally, in
democratic France there is a move to

aise the pay of an army Marshall. The

latter today gets 155,650 francs a year
for living expenses and 30,000 francs
annually for entertainment. A jobless
worker would have to get 22,000 days
of unemployment relief (over sixty
vears) to equal the income of the poor
underpaid Marshall in 365 days!

WORKERS AGE

A PAPER DEFENDING THE INTERESTS OF WORKERS AND FARMERS

Vol. IV, No. 2.

Saturday, Jan. 12, 1935

Five Cents

FUSION SALES TAX
PUTS LOAD ON POOR

Push Cart Buyers Pay Levy;
Rich Suburbanites Don’t

By Jack Smith

A newsreel recently shown in New
York movie houses portrayed the fol-
lowing scenes of the operation of the
2 percent sales tax. At first it showed
a crowded east-side street where push-
cart venders display their wares. A
middle aged shabbily clad woman is
purchasing various “bargains,” ranging
from 20 to 50 cents each, on which pur-
chases she pays a 1 cent tax. Then the
screen shifts to a rich fur house and
shows a salesman exhibiting a valuable
fur coat to a lady customer, The fol-
lowing conversation takes place:

Salesman: “This coat will cost you
$1950 plus $39.00 sales tax.”

Customer: “I live outside of New
York—do I have to pay the sales tax?”

Salesman: “Oh, in that event, we will
simply deliver the coat to your house,
and you will not have to pay the sales
tax.”

This movie unwittingly depicted not
only the manner in which the sales tax
is being collected, but also showed
clearly, who carries the burden of this
infamous tax.

The Amendments Benefit
The Rich Still More

The original sales tax bill was adopted
as the easiest way out of the financial
and political situation that the relief
problem placed on the fusion adminis-
tration with La Guardia at its head, and

(Continued on Page +)

LABOR ELECTS ITS
MAYOR IN TORONTO

(56mmomvealth Federation
Man Secures 54,000 Votes

The city of Toronto, Canada, finds it-
self for the first time in history com-
pelled to suffer the indignity of a labor
mayor. James Simpson, member of the
Typographical Union and of the C.C.F.,
(Co-operative Commonwealth Federa-
tion), delegate to the International
Labor Office, vice-president of the Trades
and Labor Congress of Canada, was
elected on January 1st, receiving 54,000
votes. Comrade Reverend A. E. Smith,
communist  candidate for the same of-
fice received 4,666 votes:

In the polling for the minor offices,
Comrade Alice Buck rolled up nearly ten
thousand votes, a small decrease over her
last year’s figures. Running openly as
Communists for the first time in years,
the several other candidates also drop-
ped from the former totals.

Analysis of these figures reveals the
fact that in the “concentration” areas
of wards 4, 5 and (partly) 6, the results
were to 'be seen in the vote. And the
relatively high vote for Alice Buck as
compared with that of Smith the elder,
shows that the workers have not for-
gotten the imprisonment of Comrade
Tim Buck. Analysis of the campaign
reveals something else. First, the bank-
ruptey of the tactics used. Believe it or
not, the Communist election committee
offered to effect a “united front” with
the CCF election committee, and to sup-
port Simpson for mayor provided that
Simpson would “renounce his past in the
City Council.” As a maneouver this of-
fer smelled. As a working class tactic
it was a wash-out. Further, how in the
name of common-sense could an election
agreement between the Communist com-
mittee and the CCF be considered as a
“United Front of Labor”? 1Is not the
CCF today more of a third party than
ever it was? At the Ontario conven-
tion of last yvear, the CCF threw out the
trades unions, abandoning its federative
basis. Before the convention, the Com-
munist spokesmen attacked the CCF.
This at a time when they should have
been upholding the unity of labor, and
fighting for the preservation of such
unity.

NEXT WEEK’S AGE
A SPECIAL 8 PAGE ISSUE
.

The Communist Opposition
answers the Communist
Party Unity letter.

[}

The CPO resolution for a

Labor Party.
[ ]

Jay Lovestone’s replv to a
CP member’s inquiries.

Flash!

WASHINGTON, D. C.—Albert Bell,
Jack Arthur and .Dorothy Dare, dele-
gates of the C.P.0. were physically as-
saulted at the National Congress for
Unemployment and Social Insurance.
Dorothy Dare was beaten unconscious.

Their “crime” was the distribution of
CPO resolutions which had been sub-
mitted to the Resolutions Committee.

One of the resolutions called for a
Labor Party based on the trade unions.
Our delegates were greatly surprised to
to hear Earl Browder suddenly reverse
the C.P. policy by coming out for a La-
bor Party, along our proposal, in his re-
port on Sunday night.

(Full report in next issue)

ROOSEVELT PLEDGES PROFIT SANCTITY
AS CONGRESS STEAMROLLER STARTS

Unemployed Will Get Work Relief Jobs At Subsistence
Wages; Burden Of Job And Social Insurance
Will Be Borne By Workers

The Seventy-fourth Congress got un-
der way on January 3rd and within a
matter of a few hours, the overwhelm-
ing Democratic Congress made quite cer-
tain that no upsets occur, thru a change
of the rules making the minority oppo-
sition impotent and assuring the easy
passage of every administration meas-
ure.

COMMUNIST OPPOSITION PLENUM
CALLS FOR INTENSIFIED WORK

Emphasis Laid on Labor Party Agitation — Trade Union
Work Reviewed — Communist Party Unity Proposals
Considered — Answer Being Drafted

On Monday night, December 31, the
sessions of the plenum of the Communist
Party (Opposition) were closed with a
Banquet, attended by over 700 workers,
at which a collection of more than $300
for the weekly Workers Age was real-
ized.

Lovestone Reports On
World Situation

The first session of the Plenum was
opened by D. Benjamin as Organization
head of the CPO. Bill Moriarty was
elected to the chair and in the presence
of some 500 workers Jay Lovestone,
secretary of the CPO began his report
on the International labor movement.
In great detail Lovestone dealt with the
effects of the ecrisis on the various
European powers and the U.S.A.; the
proposed roads for recovery and the
ensuing contradictions arising from
them; the preparations for war and the
frantic imperialist maneuvers in an ef-

fort to make certain the possible line-up
in the coming conflict; the sharpened
situation in the Far East, on the one
hand between Japan and the Soviet
Unien and on the other between Japan
and the U.S.A. Lovestone also took up
the foreign policy of the Soviet Union
and sharply scored the Trotskyist and
Social Democratic slanders.

Passing over to a consideration of the
situation in the labor movement he took
up the rising wave of mass discontent,
the instability of bourgeois democracy
in Europe and the rise of Fascism as
the last-ditch fighter for the preserva-
tion of capitalism as a system. It was
the defeats of the workers in Germany
and Austria which most dramatically
illustrated the need for a common work-
ing class front against capitalism, said
Lovestone. It was on the basis of the
lessons of these defeats, he continued,
that the Communist and Socialist Inter-

(Continued on Page +)

Our Weekly European Letter

EUROPE TODAY

By August Thalheimer

STORM CLOUDS GATHER
IN HITLER GERMANY

The following facts shed light on the
conditions in Hitler Germany.

The government has decreed against
the unlawful wearing of the SA (Sturm
Abteilung) and SS (Schutz Staffel) uni-
forms. This is obviously directed
against mutinies in the SA which are
expected.

One of the finest musicians of Ger-
many, Furtwaengler, has been dismissed.
Other leading musicians have expressed
their sympathy for him. When musicians,
who are surely the most harmless sec-
tion of the bourgeois intellegentsia, rebel
there must be a rapidly growing dis-
satisfaction of these strata.

The National Socialist theoretician
Feder has been pensioned. At the same
time Herr Krupp has taken leave as
“leader of the industrial league.” Heavy
industry is proposing new demands.

The generals of the Reichswehr de-
mand that the air forces now under the
command of Goering be subordinated to
them. They further demand the partial
disarmament of the SS organizations.

* * *
AGAIN WE HEAR OF
“PEOPLES SOCIALISM”

It is characteristic that Social Demo-
cracy, which lost its faith in the Reich-
swehr, after June 30th, is again harbor-
ing illusions of a similar nature. The
same Prague leadership of Social Demo-
cracy which opposed united fronts with
the Communists at the Paris sessions of
the Second International, proposes now,
thru its press, a united front of prole-
tarian, petty-bourgeois and bourgeois-
conservative elements, under the all-
inclusive banner of a “Peoples Social-
ism.”

This “Peoples Socialism” was the pet
plan of General Schleicher and is today
revived by a certain section of the
military clique. The slogan of “Peoples
Socialism” is therefore nothing but an-
other expression of Social Democracy’s
willingness to make common cause with
a military dictatorship.

The working class in Germany is con-
tinuing slowly but surely with its pre-
parations for increased activities under
the most difficult circumstances.

* * *
WORKERS MILITIA IN SAAR?
LEAGUE SAYS NO:

The League of Nations has also

“solved” the Saar question after its own

fashion. English, Italian, Swedish and
Dutch troops are marching into the Saar
basin. It is obvious that the military
occupation of this territory thru foreign
troops is not welcomed by the working
population of the Saar basin. The Nazis
are trying to arouse national sentiments
on this basis and they are utilizing
such incidents as the one when an (ap-
parently tipsy) English Police officer
charged a crowd of natives in Saar-
brueken.

Thanks above all to Litvinoff Gene:
has left the way open for a second
plebiscite in the Saar case the Hitler
regime in Germany is overthrown.

The CP and SP demand, instead of the
occupation by foreign troops, the organ-
ization of defense corps of workers. The
League Commission of the Saar has re-
jected this.

The united front movement in the Saar
has recently issued a joint manifesto of
demands in case of a victory for the
status quo. This program has peculiar
gaps. The most surprising fact is that
not a word is said on the form of gov-
ernment for the Saar in case it continues
to remain under the supervision of the
League of Nations. If the SP did not
want to say anything on this point the
CP should have propogated its own
slogans.

* * *
ITALIAN AGGRESSION IN
ABYSSINIA TOLERATED
BY FRANCE

The general public has not been ac-
quainted with the repressive measures
used to compel Hungary to withdraw
its charges. It is only known that Yugo-

slavia threatened, for a moment, to
leave the League of Nations.
Perhaps the following two facts

which are directly linked up with the
“solution of the Marseilles conflict” will
shed more light on it. First, France has
made important concessions to Italy on
the colonial field. The second factor is
the Italian-Abyssinian boundary dispute
which was in reality a provoecation of
Italian imperialism. Has France clear-
ed the way for Italy to conguer Abys-
sinia? This is very possible. Perhaps
the next war will start in Abyssinia and
the next world war will may be preceded
by a number of “local” colonial wars.
The fascist regime in Italy would wel-
come such a diversion from its domestic
difficulties. At any rate, the fact that
during the attack of Italian troops on
Abyssinians, machine guns, tanks, and
airplanes were ready, points to thorough
preparedness.

The President Speaks
To The Nation

On January 4th, President Roosevelt
delivered, in person, his message to
Congress. The claims of a large section
of the bourgeois press that the message
constitutes a shift to the right is fun-
damentally correct even tho the message
bristles with such statements as “We
have undertaken a new order of things”
and “The outlines of the new economic
order, rising from the disintegration of
the old, are apparent.”

Having thus tipped his hat, with these
radical sounding phrases, to easily satis-
fied liberals who have flocked to his
banner in search of this new economic
order, Roosevelt promptly proceeds to
inform the nation that “No wise man
has any intention of destroying what is
known as the profit motive.” Qn this
basis Roosevelt proudly points to “im-
creased industrial activity and profits to
our merchants.”

Recovery For Whom?

Our President is fully justified, in this
sense, in speaking of substantial signs
of recovery. He is amply supported by
the returns of the income tax reports
showing the more than doubling of the
number of millionaires and substantial
increases of the higher bracket incomes.
True enough the lowest taxable incomes
have declined but then one does not have
to consider that in a presidential mes-
sage.

The Forgotten 6,000,000,

Roosevelt speaks of 5,000,000 unem-
ployed and thus, by the mere magic of
his words, lops off an additional 6,000,-
000 who remain unemployed and forgot-
ten. What is proposed for the unem-
ployed? Only one remedy—the exten-
sion of public works projects with the
deliberate stipulation by our “liberal”
President that compensation (wages) is
to be “not so large as to encourage the
rejection of opportunities for private
employment . . . ” The trade uniona
who have consistently fought for the
payment of union scales, or scales prev-
alent in the industries, are thus told in
so many words that living standards in
these industries would be slashed. La-
bor knows only too well that the scales
decided upon by the government will
tend to become the prevailing maximum
wage for all workers in these industries.

Unemployment Insurance

In the face of the most widespread de-
mands for unemployment insurance the
President spoke in the most general
terms of this most burning problem.
From Presidential spokesmen it becomes
clear, however, that whatever scheme
the President will propose in the com-
ing days, the financial resources of the
nation will not Le overtaxed. The Fed-
eral government will propose a system
of insurance in which the employers and
labor are the main contributaries. Fur-
thermore, this insurance scheme will ap-
ply only to those employed now. The
11,000,000 unemployed will have noth-
ing to gain from any such insurance pro-
posals and will have to fall back upon
the present inadequate relief measures.

Labor Is Snubbed

By not one word does Roosevelt refer
to the problems which have agitated the
labor movement. The right to organize,
company unionism, Richberg’s interpre-
tation of Section 7a which has aroused
a storm of indignation in the ranks of
labor—all are passed over in silence.

Labor Must Act

Organized labor, the mass of the un-
employed and the largest sections of the
farmers can find nothing in the Presi-
dential message that promises any aid
for them. The sooner these masses rea-
lize that nothing is to be expected from
a capitalist President who guards jeal-
ously the profits of the “merchants” the
faster will they proceed to build a Par-
ty of their own, to fight for their own
class interests.

JAY LOVESTONE
AND
CHARLES ZIMMERMAN
WILL SPEAK ON
PROBLEMS OF
COMMUNIST UNITY
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 8 P. M.

IRVING PLAZA HALL
15th St. & Irving Place

Admission 10 Cents
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The Bankruptcy
Of Craft Unions

OTHING could afford more crushing

- evidence of the grave dangers to
labor, inherent in craft unionism, than
the deep-going division now paralyzing
the fifteen building trades unions.

On the basis of the decision of the last
A.F.L. convention, the heads of the old
building trades department have just
been gotten out of their quarters. The
war between the officials of the “Big
Three” (bricklayers, carpenters, elec-
tricians), backed by the convention, and
the “Little Twelve” (asbestos workers,
boilermakers, iron workers, elevator con-
structors, granite cutters, painters, etc.)
will now be fought to a finish. Super-
ficially and crudely the fight appears to
be over a couple of highly remunerative
jobs involved in the control of the de-
partment. Actually, much more is at
stake and involved here. We have here
the nadir of business unionism.

Were all these unions amalgamated
into one, such conflicts could never arise.
None of the jurisdictional disputes, which
have for decades plagued the building
trade unions’ ranks, grow out of a con-
flict of interests between the workers in
the various unions. On the contrary, all
of these quarrels have been omly at the
expense of the workers. These fights
are rooted in the jealousies inevitably
engendered by the craft form of organ-
ization and in the mad competition for
lucrative jobs among the “fat boys”
making up the reactionary officialdom.

This rift, threatening for some time,
could not have come to a head at a more
unfortunate moment for American labor.
There is every reason to expect the cor-
rupt job-hunting\top leaders of both
factions to seek a solution in court, to

ask for justice from these citadels of in-
junctions. This at a time when it is
more dangerous than ever to draw courts
into labor disputes, let alone to call
upon courts to be final arbiters. Wall
Street could not ask more from a regi-
ment of Santa Clauses. The cunning
anti-labor forces skilifully manipulating
the New Deal cards will seize upon the
ensuing jurisdictional disputes as just
the excuse they have been looking for to
push thru legislation curbing the right
to strike. The building trades employ-
ers will undoubtedly take advantage of
the divisions in the workers’ ranks to
put across wage cuts. For this the
bosses are already assured the blessing
and support of the Public Works ad-
ministrators who have been hailing
wage cuts as the necessary stimulus to
private initiative in the construction in-
dustries.

Needless to add, the rift will not be
limited to the luxuriously furnished of-
fices of the high-salaried officials. It
will spread to the ranks, thus weakening
the whole labor movement and doing in-
calculable damage to the weorkers’ strug-
gle for a shorter work week, higher
wages, better working conditions, and
social insurance. A particularly unwel-
come consequence flowing from this
division will be the probable slowing
down of the wave of unionization, check-
ing the influx of new members into the
unions.

However, the situation is not neces-
sarily hopeless. The workers in the
building trades unions and in all other
unions affiliated to the A. F. of L. have
it in their power to take certain im-
mediate corrective and remedial meas-
ures. The workers can place the much-
needed make-weights on the other side.
Thruout the A. F. of L. local unions
and city federations of labor there
should forthwith be launched a drive for
amalgamating the craft unions into in-
dustrial unions. Of course, the building
trades locals should become the center
of such a campaign. Besides, all other
unions should immediately address them-
selves in umistakable terms to the
building trades locals not to enter into
suicidal internecine strife.

The mess is a rather bad one. The
lessons that can be drawn from it are
as clear as the process of learning them
has been painful. Craft unionism. busi-
ness unionism, is bankrupt, has long ago
outlived its flimsiest pretense for ex-
istence. Amalgamation of the com-
petitive craft organizations into power-
ful, industrial unions is the first point
on the order of the day for American
trade unionists. Co-operation, firm labor
solidarity, must bind all of the amalga-
mated organizations within the A. F. of
L. And the A. F. of L. must become a
cleaner, more militant, and bigger
federation of unions. For the achieve-
ment of these ends, the Communists and
the militant and progressive trade union-
ists must spare no efforts, must do their

all.

Books of the Age

By Bertram D. Wolfe

LITERATURE AND DIALECTICAL
MATERIALISM, by John Strachey.
Covici-Friede. 354ipp., $1.00.

This slim, cloth-bound volume is a
slightly simplified reprint of a lecture
delivered to the John Reed Club under
the title “Literature and Fascism.”
With change of name it has become over-
titled and disappoints by promising more
than it attempts to deliver.

The theses of the book is that capital-
ism in decay becomes increasingly ir-
rational, that Fascism as its last-ditch
defender becomes the enemy of all
reason and culture, and that dialectical
materialism, as the synthesizer and con-
tinuator on a higher level of the great
traditions of five centuries of bourgeois
culture, has the obligation not merely
to combat what is outworn in the past,
but to evaluate critically, preserve and
build upon all that is worth while in
past and present for the building of the
future. The thesis is or should be
familiar to Marxists, and is truly in the
spirit of living Marxism. And it is
presented in the easy, clear-flowing per-
suasive style which distinguishes Stra-
chey’s writings from those of most
would-be Marxists who know only how
to talk to the initiated and already con-
vinced.

The view expressed is in some res-
pects over-simplified, defects perhaps
natural in a lecture, but inviting attack
from hostile critics against a position
which, when properly presented, is im-
pregnable. Thus when Strachey makes
the decay of bourgeois philosophy a
matter of a century or more, he is un-
doubtedly on firm ground. But when he
tries to find the same change in liter-
ature “about 100 years ago” he is
schematic and incorrect. Since then we
have had Balzac and Zola, Ibsen, the
Hauptmann of “the Weavers,” Shelley,
Browning, Thomas Hardy, Galdos, Walt
Whitman and all the great Russians, to
mention only a few of the outstanding
nineteenth century writers that mark the
last great, and in that sense, flowering
of bourgeois literature. Whereas decay
set in in economics with the beginning of
the series of modern economic crises in
1825, crises which reveal the historical
limitedness of capitalism and its inability

to expand production indefinitely without

coming into conflict with its own
property-relations; and whereas decay in
bourgeois philosophy set in before
Hegel’s corpse was cold; and decay in
bourgeois revolutionary politics with the
June uprising of the Paris proletariat
in 1843; in literature a decline becomes
marked only with the rise of modern
imperialism at the turn of the century.

Having laid down his general thesis
Strachey proceeds to exemplify his con-
ceptions as to fascism and decay in
literature by considering in some detail
Macleish, Hemingway and Krutch; and
his own views on Marxist literary critic-
ism by analysis of the works of Gran-
ville Hicks.

His revision of Hicks’ critical ap-
praisals of Hemingway, Faulkner and
other contemporaries (Hicks is much
better.on dead men whose merits he was
taught to perceive before he became an
adherent of Marxism) is sound and
just. With his estimate of Macleish we
have no quarrel. But his accompanying
discussion on what he calls “the fascist
unconscious” leads to less solid ground.
He writes:

“Now where have these two emo-
tions of revolt—of revolt against the
bankers and revolt against anything
foreign—appeared together before?
The answer is that they have ap-
peared in the rank and file of every
fascist movement in the world. These
two emotions are precisely, as
Michael Gold has said, the unconscious
backiground of fascism . .. the mental
soil out of which fascism grows.”

This also is correct. But it is no less
necessary to point out that these two
elements also mark the mentality of
many of the potential middle-class allies
of Communism, even characterize the
thought of the backward (that is the
majority) of the American workers.

The historic question is whether the
Fascist movements are to become power-
ful enough to play down eventually the
anti-big-business element and enlarge
the nationalist, anti-communist move-
ment, or whether the Communist move-
ments show enough power and tactical
grasp to utilize the anti-capitalist feel-
ings and nullify the prejudice against
the proletariat, If we are to hand over
to the faseist camp all such as have

Stage and Screen

Our ideas, it is true, develop a peculiar
language for their expression. Often,
with extraordinary perversity, this lan-
guage leads us astray. As if the fune-
tion of the best style were not to con-
vey one’s meaning with the greatest
clarity, words too readily hide rather
than disclose our thoughts. Yet this
exposure is on the whole uncommonly
accurate, and the themes we develop and
their by-products are nearly always true
guides to the labyrinthine chambers
where doctrines are most intricately
patterned. In such a maze the writer or
playwright might well suspect he had
gained a certain freedom thru language
without even realising that his winged
words had developed conceptions long
since caught, and tortuously disfigured,
in the deeper web of the contradictions
of capitalism.

Just as capitalism, by definition, con-
tains within its most potent victories
its most certain defeats, so the ideas
born of this struggle even when most
keen and self-critical, are certain to be-
tray their owner. The proletarian writer
alone, and then, only when he is free of
these influences, can best develop the
logic of his position. Standing outside
the false currents of his time he has
removed the shackless of ‘its ideological
bondage.

Unconsciously certain ideas are form-
ed in the mind of the playwright and
in the mind of the audience; certain
relationships, conceived as they are
popularly understood within our social
set-up, serve as a sort of antiphonal
background for circumstances which may
completely differ from the intended con-
ception. One man is called a failure,
another a success, altho the concepts of
success and failure, as we understand
them. are never, of themselves, examin-
ed. In superficially doing battle with the
common heouzefly when there is a dragon

in our front parlor we imply that the

By Robert Arthur

dragon is very much at home. If, in-
tending to deride the man who has lost
his “ideals” we treat him with the ut-
most respect, clothe him with worldly
success, and at the same time hold up
to ridicule one who retains his “ideals”
but has neither success nor sense, the
playwright is greatly in danger of
swatting a fly when his house is over-
flowing with dragons. He has really
delivered himself to the enemy. The
important question concerns itself not
with the trappings, but with the “ideal”
itself, which he leaves unquestioned! He
asks “Is the game worth the candle,”
when he should have asked to have a
look at the candle.

The playwright’s tacit acceptance of
the present plan or order, his depiction
of material success as a goal worthy of
achievement, and the adornments in
which that goal is pyrotechnically dis-
played is a projection of a prejudice.
And it is as certainly propaganda as
any other writing. Which is merely
saying that a playwright, writing of
what he believes, has shown it in what
he considers to be a most advantageous
light.

Now what happens to these “ideas”
in the hands of the bourgeois critic?
Usually they are treated with kid
gloves. Certainly they are called neither
revolutionary (which they are not) nor
propagandistic (which they are). Since
they extol, perhaps unconsciously (we
will be charitable) the order they intend
to denounce they communicate an agree-
ment on the part of the beholder of
which he is unaware. Thus, like some
strange martyr, he pays a high price
for his own denunciation just as if he
believed in it. The truth is he does. So
deeply is the “idea” caught in the web
of others that defeat it, that the slim
cbjection loses its only potency because
it has lost all of its logic!

Between HAMMER
And ANVIL

ONE FROM ONE LEAVES TWO

Higgledy, piggledy, my black hen,
She lays eggs for gentlemen.
Gentlemen come every day,

To count what my black hen doth lay.
If perchance she lays too many,

They fine my hen a pretty penny;

If perchance she fails to lay,

The gentlemen a bonus pay,

Mumbledy, pumbledy, my red cow,
She’s co-operating now.

At first she didn’t understand

That milk production may be planned;
She didn’t understand at first

She either had to plan or burst,

But now the government reports
She’s giving pints instead of quarts.

Fiddle-de-dee, my next door neighbors,
They are gigling at their labors,

First they plant the tiny seed,

Then they water, then they weed,
Then they hoe and prune and lop,

Then they raise a record crop,

Then they laugh their sides asunder,
And plow the whole kaboodle under.

Abracadabra, thus we learn
The more you create, the less you earn,

%these conflicting elements in their psy-
'chological make-up, we are developing
i under radical-sounding phrases, a Com-
imunist defeatism, which surrenders all
i our potential allies of the poor farmer
rand petty bourgeois sections, the bulk of
the intellectuals and even the back-
ward workers, without a real struggle.
It amounts to an ultra-leftist line, a sort
of theory of “social-fascism,” on the
literary front.

That this is more than a mere poten-
tial danger is proved by the Daily
Worker’s review of Strachey’s book
where the concept of ‘‘unconseious
fascism” is extended to “dozens of influ-
ential writers like Joseph Wood Krutch
and Henry Hazlitt, who would stoutly
pooh pooh the accusation that they
were faseists, but who by their so-called
liberal writings, are surely paving the
way to fascism.” (Daily Worker, Dec.
31, 1934).

However, in justice to Strachey be it
said that ultra-leftist sectarianism does
not seem natural to him but is rather
absorbed unconsciously from the party
line. Where he becomes conscious of it,
he rejects it, he rejects it and reacts in
more fully communist fashion. For the
rest his sketchy remarks on literary
figures reveal him to be a better critic
than most of his American brethren of
the New Masses. The general spirit of
his criticism they would do well to ab-
sorb.

“It would be indeed a blunder,” he
writes, “if we tried to pretend that a
man was a bad poet because he was a
bad Marxist, and a good poet because
he was a good Marxist.”

The wise and warning words can serve
as a motto for all would-be Marxist

critics.

The less you earn, the more you're
given,

The less you learn, the more you're
driven,

The more destroved, the more they feed,

The more you pay, the more yvou need,

The more you earn. the less you keep,

And now I lay me down to sleep.

—OGDEN NASH.
THEY WORK
WHILE YOU SOUSE

The fine old American principle that
hard work and long heurs pay was again
proved just as the year began. While
the rest of America was drowning 1934
in a flood of alcohol the legislators of
Rhode Island were burning the midnight
oil to the best of advantage.

In case you overlooked the story it
rups like this. The Democrats elected
their governor and controlled the House
in Rhode Island but by some slip the
Republicans gained the Senate by a
22-20 majority.  The Democrats ap-
pointed a committee to recount the bal-
lots from two districts and lo! instead
of Republicans it turned out that Demo-
crats had been elected. So with com-
plete control the Democrats abolished
the Supreme Court and then re-establish-
ed it with a safe Democratic majority
and fired all the Republican office hold-
ers in Rhode Island.

This story may not seem very funny.
Restrain your laughter until the next
time the governor of Rhode Island
makes a speech about the sacred Amer-
ican institution of Democracy.

EVEN THE INTELLIGENTSIA
LIKE TO EAT.

Running a close second to Bruno
Hauptmann in the week’s news was
Martin Pollovsky, the Man Who Wrote
Letters To All the Papers. Mr. or Com-
rade Pollovsky’s letter was a fervent
New Year’s hope that all federal relief
jobs would be made permanent so that
“security would be assured to all the
men and wonen over forty who were be-
ing forced out of jobs by school
graduates.”

Mr.-Comrade Pollovsky’s heart is in
the right place but nevertheless some
night seven or eight million recent
school graduates should go around and
inquire about those jobs. They might
even serendade him with the PhD song
which runs:

“I'll translate from ancient tongues

or scrub your dirty floor,

I'll explain the quantum theory or

tend your grocery store.

No matter what you give me I'll be

filled with gratitude.

‘Cause even a PhD degree’s no sub-

stitute for food’.”

A COUPLE OF DENIALS
OF AUTHORSHIP

Bertram D. Wolfe, author of ‘“Marx
and America,” “Portrait of America,”
“What is the CPO,” etec., ete., (purchase
from literature department) is not the
Blacksmith all rumors to the contrary.
The Blacksmith is not Bertram D.
Wolfe. They are two totally different
people.

It has taken us something more than
an hour to write this last paragraph be-
cause we were trying and trying to
evolve a gag about keeping the Wolfe
frovi the Door. But he’s still there,

—THE BLACKSMITH

TRADE UNION
NOTES

By George F. Miles

A PROPHETIC VISION
COMES TRUE

On glancing ever some of the back is-
sues of our publication we are surprised
at the almost prophetic vision with
which we foresaw the coming events.
Take for instance the Revolutionary
Age for May 1, 1931 (almost five years
ago) and turn to an article by Charles
S. Zimmerman entitled “An Open Letter
To President Hyman.” Says Zimmer-
man to the President of the Needle
Trades Workers Industrial Union:

“We reiterate our proposals: that
the Industrial Union be changed into
a left wing propaganda center, that
the Industrial Union officially urge its
members to join the right wing
unions, that the workers should be
called upon immediately to begin the
organization of a left wing in all
local unions.

“EVENTUALLY YOU WILL
ADOPT OUR PROPOSAL, BUT
WHY SHOULD YOU ALWAYS BE
TOO LATE?”

Is any comment necessary in the light
of the liquidation of section after sec-
tion of the N.T.W.L.U.?

SPIRITUALISM REPLACES
FAITH IN LINE

At last a breathless world has been
rewarded for its patience by the print-
ing of a long statement in which Joseph
Zack expounds his new faith, followed
by an expose of “The Methods of Stalin-
ism” which casts long and deep shadows
over Zack more definitely than over
Stalin whom Zack would so thoroly de-
molish. Apparently the strain of carry-
ing out C.P. policies after he had “smel-
led a rat” as far back as 1929, was too
much for the powerful intellect of even
a Joseph Zack— and the result is these
articles. How else can one explain the
spiritualistic seances of Zack when he
writes: “But the ‘molecular’ processes
kept on working down deep in my con-
sciousness. Something put me ‘at at-
tention”.” Ard again “a sort of uncanny
distrust took hold of me. Somehow
Stalin appeared in my consciousness as
a dark force and I could hardly get rid
of that feeling ever after.”

Just as a scared child turns to its
mother for safety so does the nerve-
shocked Zack. who walked so long in
the “dark shadow” of Stalin turn to
Reverend Muste to expiate his sins and
secure for himself a measure of peace-
fulness of soul.

But enough of this. We confess that
we were concerned not so much with
the battle scars of Zack as with the
battle ery inscribed upon his banner, and
this is barely mentioned. There are some
tears shed over the fact that the Comin-
tern is shaking off its own nightmares
(without benefit of clergy) of ultra-
leftism and is actually setting up united
fronts and liquidating its dual unions,
but so far this is not the main item in
Zacks rusty arsenal.

CANNON APOLOGIZES FOR
WORKERS PARTY

However Zack was not wanting, when
he appeared at his coming-out party in
Irving Plaza. There he developed at
great length his trade union line and
proved its correctness to everyone not
younger than 96 and not older 3 years.
A young “Lovestoneite” trade unionist
got the floor and in a matter of about
8 minutes so thoroly demolished the
dual-unionist line of Zack, that Jim
Cannon himself had to rush forward to
save the day. Cannon took the floor
and, without a thought for the sensitive
Zack, announced that the trade union
position of Zack was not shared by the
Workers Party.

A MODEL OF W.P.
CONSISTENCY

But this was stretching the point a
good deal. In reality the trade union
program of the W.P. is today more
ultra-leftist than any other political
group or party—yes, more to the left
than the program of the C.P., and that’s
saying a lot. We give below a few ex-
cerpts from the W.P. Declaration of
Principles. Behind these contradictory
statement there is the line of dual
unionism in full bloom:

“The W.P. stands for trade union
unity. . . . The Workers Party is op-
posed to the Communist Party policy
of building paper unions. . . . The
W.P. favors the organization of work-
ers into unions affiliated with the
A. F. of L. . . . The Workers Party
does not believe, however, that the
American Federation of Labor has
any right to claim a monopoly in the
field of labor organization. . . .. We
are firmly opposed to the present
maneuvers of the Communist Party
for the arbitrary and mechanic:il
liquidation of independent unionms.. :.
Where the A. F. of L. is unable or
unwilling to organize the unorgan-
ized workers, especially in the basi-
industries, the W.P. will assist them:
to form independent unions. , . .”

Any political party that starts with 2
program of this kind will land in that
very same ditch from which the C.P. is
crawling out now.

WORKERS AGE
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Job Insurance Plans

Hide Relief Cut Danger

Workers Must Guard Against Insurance Resulting In Con-
cealed Lowering Of Living Standards Of Masses

By A. M.

A significant change has come over
American thinking in the last year.
Some of it is due to the liberal phrase-
ology of the New Deal, much more to
staring objective factors that cannot be
ignored.

When the Seventy-third Congress con-
vened the man who mentioned “Social
Insurance” was still branded as a Bol-
shevik, intent on overthrowing Amer-
ican institutions and foisting a dole
upon a nation of rugged individualists.
But that the Seventy-fourth Congress
will be forced to some unemployment
insurance measures of some sort, is a
foregone conclusion conceded even by
the New York Times and the Wall
Street Journal.

An Adjustment
To Reality

This turnabout is hardly the result of
the Christmas spirit overwhelming
American capitalism. It represents a
certain adjustment to reality, a realiza-
tion of “depression” as a permanent
factor in the national life—a change
that has been admitted by the dropping
of the word “Emergency” from the titles
of many state and city relief agencies.
The adjustment involves new techniques
and new machinery for carrying the load
of unemployment on the cheapest basis
possible, while stifling the ever-present
threat of a mass protest against intol-
earble standards.

Drawing a sharp line between unem-
ployment insurance and unemployment
relief in the present situation is almost
impossible. The major question is not
“How will this affect the man employed
now?” but “What about the unemploy-
ed?” This must be the acid test for
every insurance plan.

Many of the schemes proposed are no
more than an elaborate method of cut-
ting relief. Remember that the central
theme of the Roosevelt relief system has
been a bewildering array of changes,
new bureaus, shifting jobs, glowing an-
nouncements of things-soon-to-be—all
with the purpose of gagging the protests
of the unemployed by rosy promises of
the future and a dish of sauerkraut for
the present. If unemployment insurance
is only another link in this chain it is
worse than worthless.

What Unemployment Insurance
Should Not Be

Perhaps it is best to define the things
an unemployment insurance law should
not be. First, it must not be a wage
cut. Most of the bills popular at the
moment—the Social Security Plan, the
Ohio Plan, etc.—amount fundamentally
to this, in that workers are required to
contribute to the fund. Fundamentally
this means that workers are to starve
slowly while employed that they may
starve at a slightly changed tempo while
unemployed. The relief load is thus
shifted from the state agencies directly
onto the workers.

A second vital point is that insurance
must insure. Benefits paid under such
a scheme as the Wisconsin Plan are
merely a gratuitous insult. They bear
no relation to actual subsistence needs,
serving solely the purpose of refusing a
more expensive relief to workers under
the alibi of insurance. NRA wages are
not so generous that workers can be
satisfied with a forty or fifty per cent
benefit. Benefit must be established
based on a living standard, not on a
theoretical percentage of an already too
low weekly wage.

There seems to be a theory current
among social reformers that every work-
er has a bank account and needs in-
surance benefits only for such minor
items as gasoline and maidservice. In
almost all plans there is a waiting pe-
riod of four to six weeks before benefits
begin and a limit of ten or fifteen weeks
during which they may continue. Through
these limitations an unemployed worker
may receive only ten weeks insurance in
twenty or twenty-five weeks while he
vainly seeks to find a place on the relief
rolls.

For Labor Administration Of
Insurance Machinery

Unemployment insurance incorporates
one danger almost unavoidable—that of
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registration. No scheme can work with-
out a comprehensive and continuous in-
ventory of every worker in industry.
The obvious possibilities of governmental
abuse of this regimentation can be min-
imized in only one way. That is by
labor control of the administrative
machinery as proposed in the Workers’
Unemployment Insurance Biil.

Unemployment insurance will make
certain changes in the American indus-
trial picture. It will, for example, force
a good deal of smoothing out of un-
necessary seasonal fluctuations. It may
also provide a new and vicious base for
the strergthening of company unions,
especially if insurance funds are main-
tained on a factory basis. This is a
threat American labor must watch and
fight.

Looking A Gift-Horse
In The Teeth

Unemployment insurance is coming.
This is no time to be polite. We must
look the gift horse squarely in the teeth
and, if necessary, dispatch him to the
glue works without hesitation. Desperate
as is the plight of the unemployed they
must keep in the battle rejecting any
and all sugar coated schemes of insur-
ance that fail to insure, of relief that
throws added burdens on the already
overladen shoulders of the workers.

* * *

In the following articles we will an-
alyze in detail the various unemploy-
ment insurance schemes presented.

E The E
' ECONOMIC WEEK |

Despite all boasting, the Department
of Commerce reveals that:

“While evidences of the progress
made are concrete and numerous, the
fiscal year closed with the capital goods
industry still greatly depressed, private
construction very low, unemployment
large and relief demands making a steady
and severe drain on the national budget.”

In addition, the New York Times
states: “the report pointed to the fact
that the volume of bank loans outstand-
ing remained at a ‘very low level’ despite
what the report termed a ‘plethora’ of
available bank credits.”

The Roosevelt administration has
started a new policy of eliminating price
fixing from the NRA codes. This is
supposed to constitute the method for
curbing the monopolies. In reality, it
provides a flexible medium whereby
monopolies can solidify their position.
Williams’ report of the National Recov-
ery Board on this question reveals the
fact that it is unnecessary to stipulate
prices in order to avoid cutthroat com-
petition and to secure uniform costs.
The sclution lies in the common costs
derived from minimum wages agreed to
in the codes. Thus, labor costs become
the means for ensuring fair competition
(at labor’s expense). However, in the
case of the big monopolies, labor costs
usually are a minor aspect compared to
the smaller companies, whereas ma-
chinery with its vresulting overhead
costs play the major role. In this way,
the monopolies are afforded more alter-
natives to drive out the independent
competitors, whose flexibility of costs
are less amenable to price reductions,
given constant labor costs.

—ECONOMIST

Congress Plans to Kill
Frazier-Lemke Bill

Despite Deficiencies Act Has Widespread Support Of Farm
Organizations — Bankers Howl At Low Interest Rate

By R. Hinsdale

The great mass of the American farm-
ers are eyeing the present Congress
anxiously, demanding legislation to real-
ly lighten the nine billion debt burden
that is swamping agriculture. The wide-
spread interest in the Frazier-Lemke
Bill makes necessary its analysis.

Originally this bill, popularly known
as “The Farmer’s Farm Relief Act,”
was introduced in the Legislature in
March, 1933. It was torn to pieces in its
passage through Congress and emerged
as a pale shadow of itself. Now the Na-
tional Farm Holiday Association and the
Farmers’ Union have demanded the
original bill. On December 4, 1934, the
North Dakota Farm Holiday Associa-
tion in its state convention reaffirmed
its determination to get the bill passed
at the coming session.

* * *

The Communist Party through its
paper, The Farmers’ National Weekly,
and through the farm organizations in
which it has influence, opposes the bill
on the grounds that it would only benefit
the bankers and mortgage holders. In
place of it they advocate the Farmers’
Emergency Relief Bill.

Organizations composed predominant-
Iy of poor and militant, but not Com-
munist, farmers have pledged their sup-
poert to the Frazier-Lemke Bill. On the
other hand such a conservative organiza-
tion as the Farm Bureau through the
speeches of its national President, op-
poses it on the ground that the proposed

THE USSR AND MILITARY ALLIANCES

Struggle for Power Remains Task of Communists

Litvinov's speech before the meeting
of the League of Nations, at the time
of the entrance of the Soviet Union into
the League, is a crushing answer to the
rumors spread by the Social Democrats
and Trotskyites that the Soviet Union,
because of its entrance into the League,
has placed itself in the service of im-
perialist interests. Litvinov made it
very clear that the Soviet Union enters
the League as “a representative of a
new social and economic state system
without giving up any of the character-
istics of this system and preserving its
independence of all other members of
the League of Nations.” Litvinov said
further that the Soviet Union was mak-
ing reservations on a number of deci-
sions, made before its entrance into the
League. He named especially articles
12 and 15 of the Covenant which legalize
war in certain cases; article 22 which
establishes the system of mandates and
article 23 which fails to lay down the
principle of race equality. Litvinov
then stated that the S.U. entered the
League in order to use even its limited
possibilities for the maintenance of
peace. The policy of entering the
League is, therefore, a diplomatic wea-
pon in the struggle of the international
working class against the imperialist
war lords.

Is A Military Alliance
Permissible?

The Social Democrats and the Trot-
kyites try to discredit the foreign pol-
icy of the S.U. with the argument that
it is entering into military pacts with
imperialist powers (France) and that
these military alliances would result in
the Communist Party in the allied im-
perialist country making peace with its
own bourgeoisie, in case of war. First
of all, the Soviet Union has not, to date,
made a military alliance with France.
There has been talk only in regard to
the proposed Eastern pact to the effect
that the 8.U. would, if it signed such a
pact, pledge itself to give military aid
against the aggressor. In the proposed
Eastern pact it is not a question of a
military alliance with a certain state
against a certain other state. Moreover,
the Eastern pact also has not yet been
signed.

Tho the Social Democratic and Trot-
skyist arguments are based on specula-
tion and not on facts, it is nevertheless
worth while going into them. The first
question that arises is: is a military
alliance between the Soviet Union and
an imperialist state permissable? This
question Lenin answered in the affirma-
tive. Before the conclusion of the Brest-
Litovsk treaty there existed the danger
that Germany would march her troops
into Leningrad and Moscow. At that
time Lenin brought in a proposal, which
was accepted, that “the aid of the Eng-
lish and French imperialist robbers
should be utilized against the German
imperialist robbers.” So today the So-
viet Union has the right, nay the dury,
in Cefending itself against an imperial-
ist” attack, to utilize the aid of other
imperiafist powers (no matter how in-
secure) which have, thanks to the im-
perialist war game and contradictions,
become tht enemies of the enemies of
the S.U. And just as Lenin did not

By G. S.

think of supporting the imperialist war
policies of the entente, so today, the So-
viet Union would not possibly render
service to the imperialist designs of a
state with which it had a military al-
i1ance.

The Nature Of
Such An Alliance

A military agreement between the
Soviet Union and an imperialist state
would not be an alliance in the true
sense of the term. It would be military
cooperation against a common enemy
without an identity of interests as to
the aims of the war, i.e.,, a war the aim
of which is the defense of the Soviet
Power in the S. U. and the support of
the workers’ revolution and the oppressed
peoples against imperialism, in the other
countries. The Soviet Union, then
would fight for the defense and the
establishment of soviet power by the
workers of the rest of the world, fur-
thering the realization of the right of
self-determination of the oppressed na-
tions,

An imperialist state, however, even if
in a military alliance with the Soviet
Union will lead an imperialist war, i.e.
a war aiming to defend its imperialist
property, its possibilities for oppressing
and exploiting, against the competition of
other imperialists and to increase it at
the latter's expense. An imperialist
state, tho in a military alliance with
the S. U. will continue to be hostile to
the proletarian dictatorship and to the
proletarian revolution in other countries.
In such a war there would always be
the danger that, at any moment, the
military ally of the S. U. will come to
an agreement with the enemies of the
S. U. in order to fight the danger of
revolution.

This proves that the statement of the
Social Democrats and the Trotskyites
that a-military agreement between the
Soviet Union and an imperialist power
would mean that the Communist Party
of that particular country would have
to make peace with its own bourgeoisie,
is a vicious slander against commun-
ism, such as can spring only from a
reformist mind.

Role Of C.P. In
Event Of An Alliance

The C.P. cannot support any imperial-
ist war which is bent on imperialist
plunder and which because of its im-
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perialist character, represents a danger
to the S.U. in the sense that the S.U.
must always count on the treachery or
its temporary ally. On the other hand
should the S.U. become invoived in war,
the C.P. cannot take the point of view
of the French Social Democrat Leon
Blum, who s-ys the following: We de-
fend the Soviet Union until war breaks
out; once there is war, however, we
must do everything to preserve peace in
our country-—which means that as soon
as the situation becomes serious the So-
viet Union is left alone to battle with
its enemies as best it can.

Communists cannot approach the ques-
tion in this light. They must be ready
to defend the S.U. in all countries and
with all weapons. The highest interest
of the entire international working class,
in a war in which the S.U. is involved,
is the victory of the revolutionary war
of the S.U., because on this victory de-
pends the progress of the revolution in
the other countries. The best way to
promote such a victory is the seizure of
power by the workers of another coun-
try and its alliance with the S.U. in a
revolutionary war. In an imperialist
country which has military agreements
with the S.U. it is the task of the Com-
munists to change the imperialist war
into a revolutionary war, which is only
possible thru the establishment of a
proletarian dictatorship, thru the over-
throw of bourgeois rule.

In such a case there cannot be talk
of peace with the bourgeoisie, of voting
for war credits on the part of Com-
munists. On the contrary, the Com-
munists must ruthlessly expose the
arguments of the bourgeoisie which will
try to draw in the workers, for their
own purposes, by pointing out to taem
that they are called upon t> defend the
S.U. They must denounce and expose
the imperialist war plans and show how
tneir imperialist plans are fraught with
constant dangers for the S.U., with the
constant threat of betrayal of the mil-
tary alliance. The Communists must
point out to the workers that a really
secure and lasting defense of the S.U.
demands the overthrow of the bour-
geoisie, the organization of revolution~
ary warfare.

Marx And Engels
Showed The Way

The Communists must learn from what
Marx and Engels said on the question
of a revolutionary war against Russia.
At that time, in 1848 and 1859, Marx
and Engels did not advocate peace with
the Hohenzollerns and the Hapsburgs
in the event of a war against the Czar;
they did not demand support for the
imperial foreign policy of Gernany and
Austria but aimed to utilize a war
against Russia to put the most energetic
revolutionary party—the Communists—
into power and thus create the pre-re-
quisite for revolutionary warfare.

Should a2 new war break out, and
should the Soviet Union be involved, it
would be distinguished from the world
war by the fact that today, from the
very beginning, there will be a prole-
tarian state which will conduct revolu-
tionary warfare. The workers in cap-
italist countries must be ready in the
next war to wage the struggle for the

interest rate is too low! Reactionary
forces in Congress defeated it.
* * *

Section II is the heart of the Frazier-
Lemke financing plan: “That the Govern-
ment now perform its solemn promise
and duty and place American agriculture
on a basis of equality with other indus-
tries by providing an adequate system
of credit, through which farm indebted-
ness and farm mortgages now existing
may be liquidated and refinanced,
through real-estate mortgages on the
amortization plan, at 1% per centum
interest and 1% per centum principal
per annum, and through mortgages on
livestock used for breeding or agricul-
tural purposes at 8 per centum interest
per annum through the use of the
machinery of the Federal farm loan sys-
tem and the Federal reserve banking
system.”

Section X shows its startling difference
from most farm legislation. It actually
provides for a Board of Agriculture, one
member from each State, elected by
delegates selected by mass convention,
such mass convention to be held in each
county or parish in the United States
.?md to be composed of farmers, includ-
ing tenants, who intend to take ad-
vantage of the Act. If the manner of
election and the composition of this
Board is compared with the previous
Farm Board headed by the ex-President
of the International Harvester Company
it will at once be evident what a signi~
ficant change this is. Furthermore, the
proposed Board would get paid. while on
duty and would have power,

* * *

Barron’s, The National _ Financial
Weekly, October 15, 1934, expresses the
opinions of the bankers. In an article
cailed Santa Claus in the Corn Belt Wil-
liam P. Black shows that the Farm
Credit Administration in 14 months
scaled down farm mortgages, which it
refinanced, only 5.2¢z. His conclusion is
“Beyond the probability of continued
federal donations to the land Banks lies
the possibility of a far more alarming
goxxclusion to the government adventure
in farm-mortgage lending. The first step
would be enactment of the original Fra-
zier-Lemke proposal, whereby the entire
farm-mortgage debt of the country
would be taken over by government
agencies in return for 114 % government
bonds, convertible into currency at the
Federal Reserve Banks. The second step
would be the canceling of the govern-
ment claims in their entirety, thus leav-
ing the farmers free at last from their
debts and government with nothing to
show for its experience but some $9,000,-
000,000 worth of greenbacks.”

*x %k

The first eriticism of the Communist
Party is that the Frazier-Lemke Bill
would only benefit the bankers and mort-
gage holders. Are bankers anxious to
write down the principal of debts, to
lend farmers money at 1% per cent, or
to have a Board of actual, debt-ridden
farmers on their necks? The Adminis-
tration does not desire such a Board.
The second eriticism that the Bill is in-
adequate is quite true. The more criti-
cism along these lines the better.

L
NINA GOTKIS

With the death of comrade Nina Got-
kis on Wed. Dec. 26, 1934 the Communist
movement has lost a firm and trust-
worthy fighter. It was from a meeting
of the Hartford Association of Unem-
ployed that she was taken to the hos-
pital.

For more than thirty years comrade
Gotkis was working for the revolution-
ary movement. At first in the S.P.
where she always fought for the left
wing. In 1919 she followed the left-
wing group and became a charter mem-
ber of the Communist Party in Hart-
ford. Inside ithe party this staunch
communist worker belonged to the
Ruthenberg group.

During the expulsion period of 1929,
she fought with us against the adoption
of the ultra-left line. As a disciplined
member she was ready to carry out the
new party line. But the C.P. ordered
her to throw her son, who was a Love-
stoneite, out of her house. This she
refused and her expulsion followed.
Since then she was a loyal member of
the C.P.O.

With great enthusiasm she helped
build the Communist movement in this
country, and her earnest hope was to live
to see a strong united party on a correct
Leninist line. The best memorial for
comrade Gotkis is to redouble our work
for the unification of all Communist
forces.

overthrow of their bourgeoisie as a
struggle for the vietory of the revolu-
tionary war policy of the S.U. They
must see to it that the imperialist war
is, wherever possible, not only trans-
formed into a civil war but also beyond
that into a revolutionary war, that is,
in close fighting alliance with the Soviet
Union, until the imperialist enemies of
the revolution of the whole world are
forced to conclude peace.
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PROGRESSIVE SILK WORKERS CALL FOR
DEFEAT OF UNION SPLITTERS

Workers Urged To Support Its
Candidates In Elections

We print below, a stirring call to the
membership of the American Federation of
Silk  Workers, issued by the Progressive
Group in Paterson. Elecetions for officers
are to be held within about two weeks.

* * *
SAVE THE UNION!
VOTE FOR THE PROGRESSIVES IN
THE ELECTIONS!

Our union is in great danger! At a
time when the employers are making a
severe attack on the Union and on the
conditions of the silk -workers, we are
faced with a vicious union-smashing at-
tack from disruptive elements within the
organization—that is, from the so-called
“Left” or “Rank-and-File” Group, made
up of the former members of the Na-
tional Textile Workers Union and their
various allies. Having failed to split
and destroy our Union from the outside,
they are now trying to split it from the
inside. Inside or outside, their objec-
tive remains the same. They still re-
gard our Union, which we have built
through so many years of struggle and
sacrifice, as a company union to be des-
troyed and split at the first opportunity.
Proof of this is the fact that, although
they have come into the U.T.W. locally

COMMUNIST OPPOSITION

PLENUM PLANS FOR 1935

(Continued from Page 1)
national, in various countries, succeeded
in establishing joint action. He further
considered the change of tactics by the
Communist International, the growing
leftward drift inside the Socialist and
Labor International, the collapse of the
efforts of the Independent Socialist
Parties to set up a centrist International
influenced by Trotsky, and the ultimate
merger of the Trotsky group in a num-
ber of countries into the Socialist Party.

In the course of Lovestone’s report,
he also took up the gist of the letter of
the Communist Party “To the National
Committee and all members of the ‘Com-
munist’ Opposition” in which is con-
sidered the possibility of finding a basis
for united front action and ultimately
complete unity. Tbhe final demands
which the Communist Party puts for-
ward in the letter are as follows:

“l. An immediate end to all at-
tacks against the Party and the
Comintern” By which is meant our
sharp criticism of the ultra-left line.

“2. Full and active support of the
policies of the Party and its activities
in all fields, especially in the trade
unions.”

At a time, said Lovestone, in com-
menting on these and other excerpts
from this document (Daily Worker,
Saturday December 29, 1931), when the
Communist Party is itself liquidating
the ultra-left course in some countries,
we must not yield one inch of ground
in our struggle for correct Leninist tac-
tics and for a healthy regime inside the
Communist Party based on democratic
centralism. There can be no talk of
capitulation.

Zimmerman Lays Down
Trade Union Program

On Saturday evening Charles S. Zim-
merman reported on the sjtuation in the
trade union movement. Dealing briefly
with the economic background, he went
over to a discussion of the NRA and its
effects on the trade union movement;
the tremendous increase in membership
of the A.F. of L.; the Last Convention
and the significance of the decisions for
the organization of the basic industries
along industrial lines; the menace of
company unionism and government con-
trol of unions.

In discussing the tactical approach of
revolutionists to the trade union move-
ment Zimmerman characterized the at-
titude of the Socialist Party as chaotic
—ranging from outright merger with
the burocracy to dual uionism; the posi-
tion of the Workers Party as dual
unionist; and the most recent approach
of the Communist Party as a shift in
strategy from building wholesale dual
unions to concentration inside the re-
formist unions. He insisted however
that unless the C.P. definitely repudiates
its past destructive policies of smashing
the reformist unions and comes out for
transforming and winning the reformist
unions thru constructive militant action,
their present activities, despite the shift
in form, can only be considered as a con-
tinuation, in new form, of dual union-
ism. Life itself, Zimmerman concluded,
has justified the struggle and the con-
structive trade union policy of the Com-
munist Opposition. He urged the in-
tensification of the work in the unions
and the extension of the progressive
movement in the unions to the point
where a national progressive trade union
center may be built.

Eighteen speakers from practically all
industries participated in the discussion
and dealt with the problems of their
own industries.

* * *

An extremely interesting report on
the present status and outlook for a
labor party movement was given by B.
Herman. The last business session of
the Plenum was closed with a lively dis-
cussion on the editorial policy of Work-
ers Age after a report by comrade
George F. Miles, editor of the Age.

and in other sections, they have not
given up their national dual organiza-
tion, the National Textile Workers
Union. They still retain this union, as
well as many of the other dual “Red”
trade unions of the Trade Union Unity
League, with the purpose of building
these organizations at the expense of
our own, even if it means the complete
destruction of unionism and the lower-
ing of the standards of all the workers.

The leader of the Red International of
Trade Unions, Lozovsky, from whom the
disruptive “Left” group takes its in-
structions, has laid down, in the plainest
of terms, the foilowing policy for all
supporters of the T.U.U.L. unions within
the American Federation of Labor:

“That we want to break up the
reformist trade unions, that we want
to explode their discipline, that we
want to wrest from them the work-
ers, that we want to explode the trade
union apparatus and to destroy it—

OF THAT THERE CANNOT BE

THE SLIGHTEST DOUBT.”

The disruptive activities of these ex-
perienced union-wreckers since they
were taken into our organization leave
no doubt that they have done everything
in their power to carry out these in-
structions. During the strike they spread
demoralization and broke up strike
meetings; they broke into the union
premises by force; they have terrorized
membership meetings by their hooligan
tacties—in short, they have done their
very best to “explode the discipline” and
to “break up” the union.

All that these disrupters now need in
order to finish their job of smashing the
union is to become the administration by
securing a majority in the coming elec-
tions to the Plain Goods Executive
Board. The loyal and progressive silk
workers of Paterson must prevent this,
and act to save their Union by voting,
and mobilizing their shop-mates, to vote
for the Progressive candidates whc have
helped build the organization, and who
have militantly led the struggles of the
silk workers in numerous strikes.

The Progressives in the union have a
long record of struggle against dual-
unionism and union-splitting on the one
hand, and against reactionary and con-
servative policies and forces in the union,
on the other. The Progressives have
fought for industrial unionism for many
years, and have been largely responsible
for the big step forward in amalgamat-
irjz the many craft locals that have
existed for decades in the silk industry
in Paterson. The Progressives have
been instrumental in establishing for the
first time a newspaper by our union,
and in furthering labor education for
the members.

The Progressives have never put any
faith in arbitration, NRA Boards, Win-
ant Boards or investigation commissions
as a means of improving the workers’
conditions. On the contrary, the Prog-
ressives have always pointed out that
only the workers’ own organized strength
and vigorous and well-prepared strike
action at the proper time can win any-
thing for the silk workers and succeed
in defeating the bosses’ attacks. Only
the policies of the Progressives will
build the strength of the organization,
and enable the silk workers to go for-
ward to future strike victories!

SILK WORKERS!

Save the Union! Defeat the Union-

Smashers in the Elections!

Put a Stop to the Anti-Union Ac-

tivities of the So-Called “Left” or

“Rank-and-File” Group and Their

Allies!

Vote for the Progressive Candidates'

Rally Behind the Progressive Group

In Its Effort to Build the Union!

Stand Solid in Support of the Union’s

Fight Against the Bosses’ Wage-Cut-

ting Drive!

SILK WORKERS PROGRESSIVE

GROUP OF PATERSON, A.F.S.W.

BRADLEY'S .-
CAFETERIA

SEASONABLE
FOOD

AT
REASONABLE
PRICES

6th Ave. at 14th St.

ZIMMERMAN ATTACKS
NIRB SLASH IN PORTO
RICAN DRESS CODE

A vigorous protest against the action
of the NIRB in approving the reduc-
tions in piece rates for needle workers,
recommended by the Porto Rican Piece-
Rates Commission, was voiced today by
Charles S. Zimmerman, vice-president of
the International Ladies Garment Work-
ers Union, who returned from a tour
of the island some time ago.

“To slash the miserable scales in ef-
fect today is nothing short of an in-
human outrage committed against the
Porto Rican workers,” declared Zimmer-
man. “The present rates, based on a
$2 a week minimum for homeworkers,
are disgraceful enough already. The
great bulk of the workers do not even
make this minimum, as I had occasion
to find out in the course of a personal
investigation I made while I was in Porto
Rico. In many homes they could not
earn more than 60c or 90c a week at
the present piece rates. And now the
NIRB does not hesitate to approve a
measure that will inevitably drive down
even these starvation wages.

“The fact of the matter is that the
employers have taken advantage of the
seasonal slack to put over their little
scheme and the NIRB has acted promptly
to sustain it, even tho it means that
thousands of Porto Rican women and
children will be robbed of their last crust
of bread. Such scandalous action must
and will be resisted by the organized
labor movement in Porto Rico and in
this country.

“As vice-president of the LL.G.W.U.,
I am addressing a sharp protest to the
NIRB, demanding that not only should
the approval of the cut in piece rates
be reversed but that some action should
be taken to increase the disgraceful
minimums in the Porto Rican needle
codes.

“This piece of unscrupulous wage
slashing on the part of the Porto Rican
Piece-Rates Commission, dominated by
the employers, will surely serve as a
zood lesson to the workers of the island.
It will teach them in a way that nothing
else could the vital necessity of strenght-
ening their union and of relying only
on their own organized might for any
improvement of conditions. In their
fight for human conditions, the LL.G.W.
U. will give them the fullest support.”

JAY LOVESTONE
AND
CHARLES ZIMMERMAN

WILL SPEAK ON
PROBLEMS OF
COMMUNIST UNITY
°
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 8 P. M.
[}

IRVING PLAZA HALL
15th St. & Irving Place

Admission 10 Cents

DELICIOUS FOOD?
GOOD SERVICE?

go to

’

523 Sixth Avenue, N. Y. C.

4 & 5 Course
LUNCHEON 40c & 50c
6 Course
CHICKEN DINNER 60c
SPECIAL LUNCHEON 33¢
—— SERVED ALL DAY
Spaghetti — Dessert — Coffee 35¢
A La Carte All Day
WINE AND BEER SERVED

GIUSTI’S
SPAGHETTI INN

19 WEST 16th STREET
NEW YORK CITY

NEW WORKERS SCHOOL

51 West 11th Street, New York City
WINTER TERM—1935

Mondays: 7:00—MARXISM AND MODERN THOUGHT (Herberg)..$2.00
Mondays: 8:40—PORTRAIT OF AMERICA (Dorf)

Tuesdays: 7:00—TURNING POINTS IN MODERN HISTORY (Miles)..$2.00
Tuesdays: 8:40—RADICAL TENDENCIES IN THE LABOR

MOVEMENT (Herman) ..........c.ooveivunnennen $2.00
Tuesdays: 8:40—HISTORY OF AMERICAN COMMUNISM

(LOveStone) ........oviiinennnennnnenenanennenannn $2.00
Thursdays: 7:00—FUNDAMENTALS OF COMMUNISM (Benjamin) ..$2.00
Fridays: 7:00—ECONOMICS OF PRESENT DAY CAPITALISM.... ....

(WOLfe) ivereiiiiiieiieeaenn i ciiianiaaneeaann $2.50

Fridays: 8:40—CURRENT EVENTS (Lovestone) — Each lecture 25 cents

SALES TAX EXEMPTS SUBURBANITES

WHILE EXTORTING

(Continued from Page 1)

the newly elected Tammany comptroller,
Frank J. Taylor. The banks had refused
to advance any more funds for the
measly relief provided by the city, and
the administration was in serious finan-
cial difficulties. The bankers insisted on
some concrete assurance that their loans
will be fully returned to them together
with the interest thereon, for even
though the money goes for relief, the
bankers must have their interest.

The question of new taxes became a
burning question. For whatever pro-
posal was brought forth it immediately
met with the organized resistance of the
bourxgeoisie and its representatives—the
assemblymen. When, for instance, a
motion was introduced to levy a 1 per-
cent business tax, it immediately met
with the most strenuous opposition of
the aldermen and was overwhelmingly
defeated.

The city administration then realized
that the best and easiest way is to levy
taxes on the shoulders of those who are
not organized to resist. The sales tax
was the result of this realization. While
the business and manufacturing sections
of the population could, at every attempt
to levy any taxes that might involve
their interests, put up a fight through
their chamber of commerce and other
organizations, the bulk of the poor sec-
tions of the population are not organized
to put up any fight against the city ad-
ministration and the organized sections
of the working class, the trade unions
are not yet able and equipped to raise
and lead a struggle against the levy of
taxes, nor is there as yet any political
organization of the working class of
sufficient strength to make any effective
struggle against it. That is one of the
reasons why the sales tax was decided
upon and why it was so easily agreed
upon by all factions in the city govern-
ment, and passed without resistance.

Department Stores Protest
Against Sales Tax

But, although the sales tax threw the
burden of collecting relief on the shoul-
ders of the consumer, to wit, mainly on
the workers, the poorest section of the
population and to a great extent on re-
lief dependents themselves, yet in its
or‘zinal form, it affected to some extent
also the interests of the big retail stores
and merchants, and that is where a pro-
test movement against the sales tax be-
gan. The merchants associations under
the leadership of ex-police commissioner
Grover A. Whalen, protested against the
sales tax and finally succeeded in secur-
ing an amendment to lift the sales
tax from sales to out of town buyers.

This raised another important ques-

LEVY FROM POOR

tion: how to replace to the city the loss
sustained by abolishing the sales tax on
sales to out of town buyers ?

The best and easiest way were again
the measly pennies of the workers and
poor residents of the city of New York.
The result was a levy of 1 cent tax on
purchases ranging from 13 cents up to
1 dollar. This means that on purchases
made below a dollar, most of which, if
not all, are made by workers and their
families, the tax is not 2 per cent but
is ranging from 2 to 8 percent, depend-
ing on the amount of the purchase, and
the smaller the amount of the purchase
the higher the tax, which in other words
means the poorer the purchaser the
heavier the tax he has to pay.

To illustrate: A worker spends 1 dol-
lar for seven articles costing about 13
cents each, at different stores or at dif-
ferent counters in the same department
store, he pays 7 cents tax instead of 2
cents which he should pay on the dollar.

The two most important amendments
of the sales tax, the one affecting out
of town purchasers and the one below
dollar sales, still more shift the burden
of the tax onto the shoulders of the
working masses.

CLITERATURE

CLASS STRUGGLE

Available from the National Literature
Department, C.P.O.

YOLUME III OF THE WORKERS AGE
The Age for 1934

A concise, complete history of the

class struggles in this past year,

bound in one volume. $1.50

THE ROAD TO COMMUNISM
From The Contents:

Towards Communist Unity in Germany
Correspondence between the C.P.G.
and the C.P.G.O.

°

Whither Spain

°
The C.I. and the I.C.O.
Answer to article in Communist Inter-
national No. 18.

3
For A Labor Party In the United States
and other articles

Price 25 cents

Order from National Lit. Dept., CPO,
51 West 14th St, N. Y. C.

Weekly Workers Age Drive
Extended to January 15th
DON'T DELAY —SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTION NOW

(Figure in parenthesis is amount previously contributed)

Anonymous  .................. 20.00
Alpert Ida .............. (2.00)  1.00
AFriend ...................... 10.00
A Friend ..................... 5.00
A Friend ..................... 5.00
Albert ..., . 2.00
Dorf Eve .........ccoooovu.... 10.00
Blum Mel ............. (15.00) 5.00
Bronx Unit C.P.O. ............ 20.00
Cook Budd ............. (5.00) .30
Christie A, ............ (2.00) 1.00
Cohen Rose .................. 5.00
Cohen L. ...................... 3.00
Collection .................... 30.53
Detroit Unit CPO ...... (17.50) 13.00

J. Austen ............. 1.00

L. Ayres .............. 1.00

D. Bennish ............ 3.50

J. Herring .............. 1.00

B. Lepson ............. 10.00

W. Miller .............. 8.00

F. Simms .............. 1.00

A Sympathiser ......... 3.00

Lansing Sympathiser .... 2.00
Edwards Nellie .......... (8.00) 5.00
Frances E. ............. (3.00) 5.00
Fishman N. ............. (5.00) 3.00
Friedman .............. (5.00) 5.00
Green Claire ........... (3.00) 15.00
Horowitz .................... 5.00
Halpern Pearl .......... (10.00) 5.00

Himmelfarb . ................. 5.00
Henry Ruth ................... 5.00
Jones Cora ............. 4.50) .30
Knit Goods Group ............. 20.00
Kobel ........................ 5.00
Kutt ....... .. ............... 5.00
Kurtz ........................ 5.00
Linn H. ............... (20.00) 5.00
Macklin and Michael .... (42.50) 15.00
Martin M. .............. (5.00) 1.00
Miller Morris .......... (10.00) 3.00
Marsh Joan ' ............ (3.00) 2.00
Price J. ................ (5.00) 5.00
Roberts Jack .......... (15.00) 5.00
Roland Sylvia .......... (4.00) 1.00
Relief Workers Group .......... 15.00
Russell Phyllis ................ 10.00
Skolnick A. ............ (5.00) 10.00
Stewart M. C. ......... (15.00) 10.60
Terry ..o 1.00
Zimmerman Charles .... (10.00) 10.00
XY Zo oo 1.49
COLLECTION LISTS
Wolfe B. D. on collection list ... 1.50
TOTAL ........ $ 315.52
Previously Listed .... $1,634.16
GRAND TOTAL .... 81,949.68
Still to go ........ $1,050.32

$1.50 for 12 months

WORKERS AGE
51 West 14th Street
New York City

Send me the Age for

JANUARY 15

is the date when the subscription price of the WEEKLY WORKERS AGE
goes up to $2.00 per year and $1.25 for six month.

[ ]
SUBSCRIBE NOW AT THE REDUCED RATES

85¢ for six months

months.

Name
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