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" thing comes in the nick of time.

*Socialist Labor

NEW YORK, AU

PRICE 3 CENTS.

Manifold and Instructive
 Nspeats,

]

ERE DOES THE WORKER
- COME IN?

—

Prosperity that the Increased Price

of Wheat Will Temporarily Throw the
Small Farmer in, Will for a Long
Time, Possibly Permanently, Clear the

Path of the Revolutionary Class-
Proletari Mo t of

Conscious P

the Rubbivh-obstruction of Middle

Class Political Insurrections—It Will

Also Serve to Elncidate the Urgency

of a Rigorous and *‘Intolprant” Obser-

vance of Class Struggle Tactics.

Well may the aristocracy of finance
and the large industrial capitalists,
these two supreme elements of the cap-
ftalist class, rejoice at “$1-wheat,” The
It
helps them to disarm an annoying
rmy of middle class insurgents, whose’
“temporarily improved condition by the
tvs1-wheat” will cause the indefinite
disbanding of their political army; in-
cidentally it offers opportunity to re-
ralse the cry of “prosperity,” and there-
by befuddle as many befuddable work-

~ ¢rs with the false, and, for capitalists,

quseful notion, that the prosperity of the
property-holding class implies the pros-
perity of the propertiless class of the
proletariat. .
But it is not the upper capitalist ele-

~ ment alone that has cause to rejoice;
‘the class-conscious proletariat also may
cheer “$1-wheat.” Apart from the

' . easing up of their work of propaganda

a by the removal of
such obstructions’ as middle class up-
risings are apt to throw in their way,

and the smoothi;;pf the path of the

~ the “$1-wheat” affords a prime oppor-

tunity by which to illustrate a funda-'
mental principle that underlies the cap-
lalist social system.
When times are

“bad,” they are

upon

i sunshine likewise is for all. This is the
" eonception that capitalist apostles have
~of the ““bad” times. They claim that
‘~ such times are as natural as periodical

. rains, and that when they are over the

x

%

~ @ppointment, in some places it is a total

sunshine of prosperity falls upon all,
Now, why is “$1-wheat” at all a good
thing? In Argentina and India, and
_¢ven in Europe, the wheat crop is a dis-

failure: starvation stares the people in
the face, over large areas they are
Actually starving. This is the chance of
those people who have wheat. Why?
The value of merchandise depends
upon the amount of human labor that
is requisite to produce it. To put it
more popularly, the value depends upon
the ratio of the supply to the demand.
The supply of wheat being greatly: be-
“low the demana, its value rises. Speak-
ing in a general way, the price of goods
I8 their value. Hence we now see
Wwheat worth or fetching three times
the price it fetched under other circum-
- Stances. Now, who gets, or pockets, or
profits by this increased price?
The price of a merchandise is re-
ceived by the owner and seller of it: he

_ benefts. The owner and seller of wheat
" Isthe farmer. The farmer now has his
. Wmnings. Under capitalism, what a man

Pockets Is the price of the goods he
" owns and sells. He.does not pocket the
Price of the goods owned, and, directly
¢ Indirectly, sold by others; he pockets
ouly the price of his own goods. that he
©an get a market or purchaser for. The
er does not pocket one cent’s worth

fet In a coal famine for their coal: he
*an pocket only the price that he col-
lects for the wheat he sells; the coal
Operators does not pocket a cent’s worth
of the price that the dairy owner col-
fets In 2 milk famine for his milk: he
fan pocket only the price that he col-
tets for his coal; the dairy owner does
Not pocket a cent's worth of the price
x& the clothing manufacturer collects
his clothing, after a great fire of
0thing emporiums: he can pocket only
price that he collects for.the-cloth-

Aug he sells; and so forth. Although it
may be correctly argued that the more
farmer collects. the more has he to
buy with from the coal operator, the
fer, etc.; and the more either of
these two have, the more are they
enabled 10 buy from others; and that,
f0asequently, the collections made by
® one circulate in and drop into the
‘ands of the others, thus improving the
ty of all of these by the pros-
of any one of them, yet, notwith-

aing the fact glares one in the face.

LY AS THE OWNER OF
HANDISE, for which there is
nd, that any one can collect

or prices under capitalism, and
ONLY A8 SUCH, AS A MEMBER
THE MERCHANDISE-HOLDING

“¥poken Of as The weather 18 mmiéh“'ol#
# When it rains, the rain falls
" everybody; but the rain being over, the

the price that the coal operators col- |

'CLASS, CAN HE AT ALL BE
REACHED BY WHATEVER SUN-
SHINE OF PROSPERITY MAY FALL
‘UPON ANY ONE MERCHANDISE
HOLDER, OR SET OF THEM.

This being thus, where does the wage
earner come in? Is he the owner of a
merchandise? Unless he is, there is no
chance, outside of the category of mir-
acles or the criminal code, for him to
profit by the collections made by mer-
chandise-holders. It is upon the correct
answering of this question that depends
the understanding of the condition of
the workingman, that depends the un-
derstanding of the economic folly that
underlies all talk about *the whole
people,” all ignoring of the deep and
broad distinction that separates the
working class from all others, in short,
the justification of the theory of the
class struggle and of the closest "ad-
herence to the tactics it dictates.

The workingman IS the owner of a
merchandise, but of a merchandise
whose exceptional character takes him
wholly out of the class of merchandise-

holders. His merchandise is Labor-
Power; and this merchandise is the
only one, the supply of which is

steadily increasing, and must steadily
continue to increase, in the world's
market. The production of labor is un-
ceasing. Its generator is the machine
and ever improving machine, together
with the concentration and ever closer
concentration of capital. These throw
labor more and more out of work, more
and more gluts the labor market, and,
consequently, theé laws that apply to
all other merchandise thus have in
their application to labor only the
harmful side;: THE PRICE COL-
LECTED BY THE CLASS THAT
OWNS THIS MERCIHANDISE LABOR-
POWER IS COMPULSORILY, IN-
EVITABLY A DECLINING AND THE
MARKET OR OPPORTUNITY TO DIS-
POSE OF IT IS A STEADILY
SHRINKING ONE. Hence, the wage-
worker is of a class wholly different
from that of other sellers; hence, what-
ever prosperity befalls any other, its
radins does not take in the working
class.
a cent, the proletarian is excluded from
the banquet table. Capitalism offers
him a lot that can change only from
dreary to drier.

There is no prosperity in store for the
wage slave until he pulls himself out of
the category of a merchandise, nor can
he accomplish the feat except he over-
throw the capitalist system and estab-
Jish the Socialist Commonwealth,

1N HOLLAND.

The Large Socialist Vote and
ficance.

its Signi.

as a political party in Holland having
been seriously compromised by the an-
archistic tendencies of Domela Neuwen-
huys and his followers, who opposed
political action at the ballot box, and
were finally disowned by the inter-
national Socialist movement at the
London Congress in 1896—it became
necessary to reorganize it. Steps to
this effect had been previously taken by
a conference of Social Democrats, held
at Zwolle in August, 1894, and the re-
organization then decided upon was
completed at the recent congress of
Arnhem.

In the meantime a new electoral law
was passed, which, in the guise of re-
form, was intended to strengthen the
political power of the Conservative, or
clerical, party. This party is composed
of Catholic uitramontanes and puritan-
ical Protestants, who in days gone by

murdered each other for the glory of
God, but are now fraternally united in
the worship of Mammon. Under that
law there are five classes of electors, ac-
cording to property and other qualifi-

cations. Fifty-eight per cent. of the
men of voting age are disfranchised.
All of the disfranchised belong, of

course, to the proletariat. In order to
discourage Socialist nominations, every
candidate must be presented by a cer-
tain number of citizens, whose names
are published. The registering of voters
is made difficult to qualified working-
men by a number of time-wasting and
inquisitorial formalities, etc,

‘1t was in the face of such legal ob-
stacles, supplemented by police inter-
ference, detective work and capitalistic
intimidation, that the young Social
Democracy of Holland, hardly organ-
ized and with an empty treasury,
entered the political field this year. By
extraordinary exertions it was able to
nominate candidates in only 29 of the
100 parliamentary districts into which
Holland is divided. The total vote in
those 29 districts was 122,425, of which
the Social Democnatic candidates re-
ceived 10,278, or about 1 in 12. To thelr
own astonishment, and to the discom-
fiture of clericals and liberals alike,
they carried 4 seats. Troelstra, now the
most prominent of Holland's Socialists
—was elected in three districts, Van Kol
in another. The clericals, who expected
to “sweep” the country, will be in a
minority in the next parliament, the
Catholle ultramontanes and the “anti-
revolutionist” Protestants having each
‘elected 22 representatives, or only 44
altogether. i LS.

—————

We call the attention of residents of
Greater New York and vicinity to the
Summer-night's festival of our Scandi-
navian fellow workingmen to-day, at
Wissel's Colosseum, Ridgewood, L. L

The festival is given for the benefit
of the Scandinavian labor press—an in-
valuable lever of civilization among the
workers of that nationality here, being
essential to prevent the traltorous cap-
italist papers, published here in that
language, from decoy!ng these workers

into the capitalist shambles.

Hence wheat may be a dollar or:

-~The existence of the Social Democracy. |

- OEFR AL
A Convert Tackles the Charge of
lukﬂaisn.

Charles Bonsgll of Salem, Ohio, Laat
Year a Populist Bryanite, aad now s
Avowed Member of the Bocialisi Laber
Party, Publishes in his Town & Dlen-
ment of Historic Value—A Review of
the Political Situation — But Two
Parties: Capitalism under Hannaism,
and the Socialist Labor Party—These
Two will Wage the Final Battle and
Settle the Issue.

The agitation of Comrade Keinard in
Ohio, together with the marked growth
of the party in that State, has caused
there the cry to be raised by the agents
of the silver mine fleecers of labor and
their middle class camp-followers that
the S. L. P. agitation is conducted with
Mark Hanna's corruption fund. Al-
though similar charges, as a rule, pro-
ceed from sources that judge others by
themselves, and, therefore, deserve no
attention, and although such innocent
men as may repeat the charge may be
safely left to time for enlightenment on
the subjeet, Comrade Charles Bonsall's
document should be perpetuated in the
party's national organ as an utterance
that covers the case from all sides, The
Comrade says:

“There seems to be a number who
question the motives and sincerity of
the Bryan men who ‘have joined the

_Socialist Labor political forces, and are
accepting the theory that Mr. Keinard,
who recently spoke here, and the So-
cialist workers generally, are ‘agents
of Mark Hanna,' and that he is supply-
ing corruption money for the propo-
ganda work of the S. l. party.. This
charge hits at me with as much violence
as anything could, because I am now an
AVOWED SOCIALIST: This fact 1
proudly proclaim to my neighbors and
the world, and in connection with it do
declare, with all the earnestness of an
American citizen who loves justice and
righteous government, that if there is
one public duty which I place above all
others in importance and responsibility,
and which should be constantly guarded
within the .pale of enlightened honor,

franchise; because the misuse or abuse
of this power brings disgrace and ruin,
not only upon him who abuses it, but
ultimately upon the nation at large.

“l do therefore earnestly protest
‘against and resent this insinuation, not
only for myself, but Mr. Keinard and all
other Socialists, There is not one mil-
lionth part of the shadow of truth in it,
in any shape or form, directly or in-
directly. There is not a Socialist but
who would sever his right arm from
his body rather than accept bribe or
corruption money from, or be in any
other way corruptly influenced by Mark
Hanna or any other political boss.

“If there is any man on earth who
knows of any FACTS that would prove
the contrary, let him give them to the
public AT ONCE, and let no guilty man
eacape,

“It is anything but pleasant to sever
assoclations which have, as it were, be-
come hehrt-strings between man and
man, and/you may rest agsured that my
action was not taken without due de-
liberation, and then only from a stern
sense of duty. I may be wrong; but re-
member, those who so believe are in
duty bound to try and convince me of
that fact by REASON. ¢

“The People's party as an organiza-
tion is now divided to such a degree as
to render its future autonomy and con-
structive power very doubtful, while
the Socialists are advancing all over the
.civilized world.

“The fact is there are just two polit-
ical forces in this country to-day who
know exactly where they are at, and
what they want—the GOLDOCRACY,
under Mark Hanna, on one hand, and
the SOCIALISTS on the other. The
fermer proposes to completely sub-
vert the American theory of govern-
ment and estabiish a perpetual aristoe-
racy of wealth, The latter have con-
secrated their lives upon the altar of
equal and exact justice for all, and the
fullest realization of the immortal doc-
trines proclaimed in the DECLARA-
TION OF INDEPENDENCE; but they
know to a positive certainty that in
order to secure and perpetuate these
blessings there must be a radical and
complete reconstruction of our eco-
nomic system. No pateh work will do.
And now mark,you; within a decade the
political armies of this nation will have
been practically divided upon this mo-
mentous issue, and after the mighty
struggle the present competitive, sel-
fish, unchristian, destructive system
shall be a thing of the past: and THE
SOCIALIST CO-OPERATIVE . COM-
MONWEALTH a living reality.”

8. L. P, Sections take Notice.

The well-known and inspiring song,
written by comrade Peter E. Bumwez,
of Brooklyn, under the title *“The
Hand with the Hammer,” has been set
to new and beautiful music by the Rus-
slan composer Platon Brounoff, and can
now be had at the Labor News Co., 64
Eut“ Fb:‘rtht !trelet. lNew lYork.

e price for single coples is 10 cen
:utln liberal t:l:‘.countm will be zlventt:
ealers, encou em to push
sale of the song. - o

No section of the party should fail
to form & chorus and sing this song
at thelr public meetings and other pub-
lic demonstrations. -

THeé LABOR NEWS CO.

64 East 4th street, N. Y.

| and the sanctuary .untarnished in- &
tegrity, it is thye@(-'ikéﬁ';ﬁ?ﬂof Iﬁeigh'n’l‘ﬁ’%"l

E KLOMDIKE

sntal Lesson in Economics
that it Suggests.

rchandise, Labor-Power In.
Among these, Depends upon

ditions ot & Given Time Require

Under Capitalism, the Rich
Richer, the Workers do not Im-

rt Klondyke a day's work pro-
ducé more gold than the same day's
work will produce silver in the average
Nevada or Colorado mine. The gold
miners in Alaska are producing, for the
time&;:g, wealth at the rate of thirty-
two s the rapidity of their fellow-
work in the silver mines, but unless
gold m the Klondyke is produced in
sufficient quantities to appreciably aug-
ment the world's present output, there
is no reason to look for a depreciation
of gold as compared with silver or other
commodities generally. In other words,
no general rise in prices may be ex-
pected.

It is pot the rich mines that deter-
mine -the relative value of metals, It
is the poorest mines—those that are
foreed to shut down when the price of
thelt product falls a little—that deter-
ming yalues. There is many a silver

and gold mine whose owners are to-day
de g whether it would not be better
to t down than to continue with

presént returns. Let the price of bar
silvet” be quoted a penny less to-day
than yesterday and certain sjlver mines
will: gise to operate; let the price drop
anot penny and still more will drop;
let lt_’ rop six pence and it would be

easi o count those that remain run-
ning than those that shut down.

S arly, let the average price of all
commedities rise in value, and the

ownér of a poor gold mine will find his
expense of operating more costly. He
then pequires more wages to meet the
inc cost of living. He was before
on the “ragged edge.” and this settles
it. e closes his mine te wait until
prices and wages fall, If, for example,
the Klondyke turns out rich enough to
cauge a general rise in wages and prices,
then a number of struggling goid mines
all over the world must surely shut
down, But the Klondyke would have
to be of fabulous richness for it to force
the shutting down of a mine like
Hobgrt & Lane's Utica, for instance,
has such a great margin of profit
uld stand a sévere encroach-
hing the danger
point, where it would begin to operate
at a Joss.

If the relative cost of the production
of gold and silver are compared, taking
the results from mines on the “ragged
edge,” it must be found that on an aver-
age it costs about thirty-two times as
much to produce an ounce of gold as it
does an ounce of silver. If this were not
true, then capital wouid abandon min-
ing the metal that returned the least
profit, and transfer itself to the other
which paid better. This. transfereffte
would be a continuing process until the
percentage of profit became equal from
both sources. During the days of 49
capital flowed into gold mining because
it paid better than silver mining. Then
the Bonanza mines were struck in the
Comstock, the conditions were reversed,
and it flowed again into silver mining.
Then silver was over-produced, and the
tendency has been for a period of years
for gold mining to pay better than
silver mining, and, as a consequence,
more capital, comparatively speaking,
has been flowing toward gold than to
silver mining.

The richer the Klondyke turns out to
be, the more capital will be attracted
there and the greater the product.

If the output of gold is increased to

a certain point, it will cause a rise in
prices and the shutting down of first the
poorest gold mines, and as the process
continues, then the next poorest mines,
until, in & remote contingency, even the
rich Utica may be finally forced to the
wall. ;
Taking the current ratio of silver to
gold as 1 to 32, and assuming the truth
of the theory that the returns to cap-
ital engaged in the poorest mines, gold
and silver, to be the same, which means
that a dollar invested in silver mining
must produce 32 ounces of silver for
every ounce of gold the dollar invested
in gold mining produces, then it is evi-
dent that if the Klondyke discoveries
force the poorer gold mines to cease
operating, the ratio of product by
weight of the next poorest gold mine
finding it still profitable to continue
running, compared with the product by
weight of the poorest silver mine in
profitable operation, will no longer be
as1to 32, It must be less. It may be 1
to 81, it may be 1 to 16, and it may be 1
to 8, but whatever it becomes, it will be
entirely determined by the comparative
product of the last gold mine that is
able to make a profit running against
its Klondyke competitors.

If, for instance, only mines of the
same richness as the Utica can operate
at a profit, and that it is assumed the
Utica produces an ounce of gold at the
same expense of the poorest silver
mines produce eight ounces of silver,
then the ratio of value of gold to silver
must finally inevitably fall from 1 to 32
to 1 to 8. :

It is freely admitted that such ex-
traordinary richness is most unlikely to
be discovered on the Klondyke, but it
is insisted that if it is actually as dis-
covered, in sufficient quantities, then
the economic results as stated must in-
evitably follow in time. :

The next point to bé taken up is the
question of determining the economic
result of a fall in ratio of gold and silver
from 1 to 82 to 1 to 8. Many people
seem to think that such a change would
be the ushering in of the millenium. As
a matter of fact, it would, after the
flurry of transition was over, be abso-

hebinount of Labor that Industrial -

lutely barren of economic results, good’
or bad, to the general public. Unques-
tionably certain individuals would lose,
@8 the holders of gold coin, long-time
notes and bonds, and certain individuals
would gain, as those in debt, but the
mass of the people, who are both too
poor to either own bonds or to have
credit to get into debt, would be en-
tirely unaffected, ¢

The farmer would find that it will
take one-quarter the number of bushels
of wheat to pay off his debt as it did be-
fore, but when he pays it he will find
that the profits of wheat-growing are
no better, as the higher price he gets
for his product is offset by the greater
expense. [Everything, taxes, freight,
clothes, machinery, has quadrupled.

The merchant and .manufagturer
would experience no good results,
greater receipts being offset by greater
expense. That bane of modern in-
dustry, ‘“over-production,” would still
be a standing menace to trade and agri-
culture,

The banker would find his assets, as
compared with commodities in general,
to have but one-quarter of their former
value, but once having met the loss, he
will be in exactly the same position as
before, only so much poorer. His money
will be lent out in the same manner,
and draw the same per cent. of interest.
He will simply find that while his in-
terest is still, say, $10,000 a year, and
although exdactly the same amount in
dollars, it will now only go as far to-
ward his family expenses at $2,500 did
formerly.

The laborer would get higher wages,
but his rent, clothing and food would
rise equally, leaving him as before,

Mr. Huntington, Mr. Havemeyer and
Mr. Rockefeller would still own their
respective monopolies of transporta-
tion, sugar and oil, and would continue
to fix their rates on the plan of “charg-
ing all the traffic will bear.,” Thelr in-
comes would still have the same value
in purchasing power as to-day, as they
would have at least quadrupled their
profits, expressed in dollars.

The Astors, who now own real estate
in New York valued at 250 millions, so
valued because the rents capifalized at
4 per cent, would amount to that sum,
would find their income quadrupled,
and the value of their property accord-
ingly enhanced to a thousand millions.

It is not by any means denied that
in the period of adaptation to the new
ratio the effect of increased prices
might and probably would cause an un-
precedented “boom™ all over the world,
and that it would probably be a period
‘of the wildest speculative undertak-
ings. Real estate would naturally in-
crease to four times present values, and
the impetus of such a rise would prob-
ably send much of it temporarily still
higher. If a lot worth $100 suddenly be-
comes worth $400, there are always
“specuintive-souis who will- gamble on-its
going np to $800.

After all the excitement was over, the
world would be no better off than it is
to-day, and quite as hard up. The
moral to be drawn is that no changes in
the value of our monetary standard,
whether coming from natural causes,
like gold discoveries on the Klondyke,
or artificially, by the substi‘ution of
gold by silver, will avail to tempt the
coming of “the advance agent of pros-
perity.”

i H. GAYLORD WILSHIRE.

Los Angeles, Cal.

“‘GENEROSITY.”

An Old Play that Some People Don't
Seem to Tire of.

The papers announce that Mark
Hanna, a capitalist, whose seat in the
United States is now trembling in the
scale, has made a donation of $750 to
the “afflicted miners.”

Furthermore, the Governor of Ohio,
Bushnell, has issued a proclamation “in
favor of collecting funds” for the
miners, and several *“‘agents of the
miners" are now scouring the country
with “credentials” from this Bushnell,
from the capitalist Mayor of Toledo,
and from other such labor-skinning
sources, to collect funds for the strikers.

Now this is a farce-comedy, with a
tragic behind-scenes feature. It runs
through these several acts:

ACT L

Capitalism keeps the workers in
poverty by exploiting them in the
shops,

ACTIL.

The workers get on their ears; kick;
begin to inquire the why of the thereof;

ponder how it comes that, being the.

sole wealth producers, they are the sole
wealth-lackers, while the capitalists,
being the sole idlers, are the sole
wealth-holders; presently a tallow light
begins to flicker in their heads; they
have the ballot; and the question begins
to formulate itself, Why not knock
these idlers out of office with this ballot,
get the Government into our own hands
and keep what we produce?
ACT III,

Just when these men are at strike and
poorest, the capitalist and his politician
step in and make a donation to the
“poor workers'” to “relieve their dis-
tress,” and also issue official calls to “a
generous public” to “aid these afflicted

men."
ACT IV.

With, by and through the aid of the
labor fakir the workers are induced to
pass resolutions “thanking” Capitalist
s0 and so, and Politician so and so for
their “generosity.”

ACT V.

By, with and through the aid of these
labor fakirs, these Capitalists and their
Politicians are “endorsed” for office at
election time as “friends of labor.”

ACT VL :

The light that had begun to be spread
by the flickering of the tallow candie
aforesaid goes out, the candle splutters
out of existence, and darkness resumes
its sway. S

The curtain then falls, and after elec-
tion the tragic-comic farce is repro-
duced with variations, but with the
identical Fakir Brigade, .

NANFESTO.

Isued by the . L. P, Comen-
tion ﬂm.

DON'T COMMIT SUICIDE.

.

On the 7th and Sth of this Month tha
Socialist Labor Party's Convention of
the State of Iowa Met, Nominated a
Btraight Ticket and Promulgated the
Below Platform, that Calls the Atten-
tion of the Iowa Proletariat to the
Cause of its Enslavement and the
Folly of Continuing Harnessed to the
Chariots of the Political Parties of its
Exploiters. t

For Governor:
M. J. KREMER,

For Lieutenant-Governor; ‘
M. S. HIRSCHFIELD.

For Judge of Supreme Court:
J. KOLLMETZ.

For Superintendent of Puble Instrue-
'
DR, A. ey |

For Rallroad wmr .ssloner: f
F. TRAVIS. .

We, the delegates cf the S. L. P, of
Iowa, in convention assembled in the
city of Davenport, wish to call the at-
tention of the workers of this State to
the miserable conditions, to the indis-
putable facts, that in the midst ot
plenty, millions of willing workers are
on the verge of starvation, and are com-
pelled to tramp the roads and streets
throughout this country in search of
work, to obtain means to support them-
selves and their families, but are look-
ing in vain, Why is this?

Simply because under our progent
capitalistic system it is impossible for
them to compete with improved ma-
chinery owned by private capitalists,
and as long as the manufacturer finds
it cheaper to use the power of machin-
ery, he will not trouble himself with
workingmen,

We also wish to remind you of the
promises of the Republican party of last
fall, -All it was necessary for you to.do
was to elect McKinley and prosperity
would come to you as never seen before,
but look around and ask yourself if
prosperity is not further off than last
_Fall. Are not the wages all over the
country cut down from 30 to 50 per
cent.? 1Is it not a continued loosing of
jobs, an increase of misery, murders,
suicides and crimes of all kinds, and a
proportional decrease in manhood and
virtuous womanhood ?

We also call your attention to the
folly it would be for the workers to ex-
pect any relief from the Silver Demo-
crats, who try to convince you that by

depreciating the money standard 60 per
cent., which means that the mortgaged
indebtedness of their class, amounting
to about 6,000 million dollars, could
have been paid by 3,000 million, would
better your conditions. But they falled
to succeed. While the majority of the
workers, ‘unable as yet to see thelr way
out of bondage, the way marked out by
the S. L, P. were nevertheless clear-
sighted enough to perceive that no ben-
efit whatever could accrue to the work-
ing class by substituting a silverbug
farmocracy fer a goldbug plutocracy.
By so doing they dealt a death blow to
the retrogressive farmocracy, whose
mortgages are now pitilessly foreclosed
to the amount of several hundred mil-
lions a year. They also sealed the doom
of the mercantile middleclass residing
in cities and advanced the supreme con-
flict between Socialism and capitalism.

Tollers of Towa, we again call upon
you to break the chains of partyism
which bind you to the charfot wheels
of capitalism as slaves. Think of the
foolighness it is for a wealth producer
to elect a wealth absorber to make laws
for him. It is as foolish as if yon would
ask a man to commit suicide. The time
has come where the worker will neces-
sarily have to become class-conscious
in politics as well as in economics to
join that party which guarant: him
the full value of his product.

Fellow workers, such & partylis the
Soclalist Labor party, which rafses its
voice in protection against the wrong
which is daily being perpetrated to the
working class. It has never faltered; .
never did and never will sell out to any
other party, Its foundation is knowl-
edge and science; Its motto Is “one for
all and all for one.” Therefore we ask
you to join the Socialist Labor party, to
study its principles and vote for the
emancipation from wage slavery,

To the Assembly Distriots, Wards and
Branches, of Section Greater New
York, 8. L. P.

Your attention is called to a new
pamphlet, entitled “Middle Class Mu-
nicipalization and the Municipal Pro-
gramme of the Socialist Labor Party,”
which can now be had from the Or-’
ganizer, at §1 per 1,000. The above or-
ganizations should supply themselves
with ;hgdpn?ﬁl:t, whlc.hklhouu be "
distribu a open meetings
and other places. .

. L. ABELSON, Organizer, :
64 East 4th street, New qu'x,

The receipt of a sample copy of thia

-~

)

paper is an invitation to subscribe,
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STATE CAPITALISM.

The trouble that has arisen in con-
nection with the management of the
U. 8. Armory located in Springfleld,
Mass., brings incidentally into relief a
fact that Socfalists have been con-
stantly accentuating, and the accentua-
tion of which becomes more urgent by
the day:

The management of an industrial
plant by the Government is not in itself
Socialism. Such management is So-
clalism or not, accord!i.g whether the
Government is in the hands of the
working class or not. If it is so held,
then we have Socialism; and the effect
will be seen in the freedom of the em-
ployees and the conspicuons absence of
exploitation; if it is not so held, then
the evidence will be found in its repro-
ducing the conditions prevalent in
private capitalist shops.

What do we find in the Springfleld
Armory? According to Col. Alfred
Mordecai, the Commandant of the place

and runner of the plant, “‘the policy of

the shops (in the Armory) I8 to use
cheap labor. for the rontine work,” and
he goes on to explain that the reason
why the Armory has been COM-

. PELLED to doso is “the competition of

© possession,

the outside business world;” amplifying
this Col. Mordecai proceeds:

“This competition of the outside busi-
ness world enters into the Government
shops to quite a degree, in spite of the
impression to the contrary, BECAUSE
IF IT WERE SHOWN THAT
PRIVATE CONCERNS COULD DO
THE WORK MUCH CHEAPER THAN
THE GOVERNMENT, IT WOULD
NOT BE LONG BEFORE CONGRESS
LET OUT THE WORK AT PRIVATE
CONTRACT, WHICH WOULD MEAN
EVENTUALLY THE GIVING UP OF
THE ARMORY ENTIRELY."

Col, Mordecai, without knowing polit-
feal economy or ‘sociology., goes here
stralght to the very root of the ques-
tion, ta wit, the class division of cap-
ftalist soclety, and the consequent cap-
italist class-ownership of the Govern-

- ment. Only in case the Government ‘is

In the hands of the capitalist class, can
it care for the outside competition of
the “business world,"” because only in
that case can the beneficlaries of such
capitalist clags government—the cap-
italist politiclans who suppiy the ma-
terials, etc., together with the capitalist
Colonels who hold the jobs of superin-
tendence, etc.—be in danger of losing
their profits and their jobs, Where the
Government is in the hands of the
working class such apprehensions have
no more room.

Nationalization and municipalization
are not in themselves Socialism. Only
when the interests of the working class
dominate the Government is Socialism
possible: if the capitalist class is In
Government control and
ownership is only the substitution, for
the private capitalist concern, of State
Caplitalism,

A

POLITICAL and ECONOMIC.

‘What perversity on the part of the
Johnaton, R. L., “Beacen"! Notwith-
standing the professional calamity
howlers of the free silver variety have
joined the factitious ery of “prosperity”
raised for political effect by their quon-

dam “deadly enemies,” the gold bugites,-
that Soclalist paper insists upon keep-

ing the sore under the public eyve by
asking and explaining:

“Who would dare say prosperity has
not returned to this nation in view of
siich a gorgeous spectacle as took place
recenfly at Newport. And yet within
a radius of less than a dozen miles, aye,
almost within sight of the very spot

- where the milllonaire cottages of New-

port displayed their opulence, there live
thousands of workers who for many
years have not kmown the meaning of
prosperity. Talk about the indifference
and barbarous cruelty of the ancient
Greclans and Romans, why our chival-
rous Americans would make them blush
for shame.”

The Syracuse, N. Y., Sunday “Herald,”
in an otherwise very complete article
on Anarchy, apropos of the assassina-
tion of Canovas, says that the Soclal-
18ts’ tenet to the effect that national

vanities are onl; instrumentalities for
the exploitation and suppression of the
workingmen

“Is about the omly point upon which

there is agreement between the socul-'

ists and the Anarchists.”

The article would have been com-
pleter, and thereby ‘more  instructive,
while at the same time balancing the
above quotation, had the passage been
followed by a mentioning of the numer-
ous points upon which there is agree-
ment between the Capitalists and the:
Anarchiste. For instance, the respect
of both for an individualism that is so
wholly at odds with the trend of civili-
zation that it destroys individuality:
the notion that both have about evolu-
tion, from which notion the one im-
agines that a legal enactment and the
other that a homicide s enough to
establish a social system; the contempt
of both for human life; the ignorance of
both touching the co-operation-com-
pelling character of the modern and
necessary system of production, ete.,
ete,

The San Francisco “Tageblatt,” a
German Soclalist paper of that city,
had recently an article that, disappoint-
ing though it must be to the Socialists
of the iand, has Indirectly no slight
merit: it serves to explain and illus-
trate in part the secret why Socialist
propaganda limped so long in this
country, to wit, the total unfamiliarity
of most of the German Socialists (to
whose hands the work of propaganda
and gnidance was at one time of neces-
sity exclusively entrusted), with the
history of the country, the character of
its heterogeneous population, the course
of the labor movement, and, above all,
the language spoken here, The article
in question runs out into philosophy
and poesy upon the Debs movement,
grounded upon an estimate of it that
compares it with the Lassallean move-
ment which in Germany finally matured
into and was blended with the present
Socialist Labor party of the Empire;
and, in its ill-balanced enthusiasm, the
paper feels so irritated towards THE
PEOPLE that it Indulges In gratuitous
personalities,

If the “Tageblatt” were properly pos-
sessed of the English language, it would
not be guilty of unqualifiedly misquot-
ing THE PEOPLE, in quotation marks
at that, and fiying off at the handle by
making such misquotation the basis of
its own article; if it were Informed on
the literature of the movement, it would
know that THE PEOPLE has, with
kindred arrays of fact and argument, as
at present, criticized the actions of Mr.
Debs for the last four years, since he
started his series of what now seems
incorrigible economic and tactical mis-
steps by the organization of the A. R, U.
upon the lines on which he did, In other
words, long before he could have in-
spired jealousies by alarming “personal
vanities'; If It were posted on the per-
sonel of the movement, it would roar at
the bare thought of this Debs movement
being even remotely like the old Las-
sallean, and its eyes would be clear
enough to penetrate the fact that this
movement, if the thing can be at all
dignified with the term movement, is
nothing else but the last " gasp and
gathering together of a variety of

idiosyncratic elements—some Utopians,

some crooks, some a mixture of both—
whose day dreams and efforts for the
last ten years or so have been to fight
the S, L. P. because its clear-sighted-
ness, honesty and discipline left no
elbow room for the dreams of vision-
aries, or tolerated no crookedness—ele-
ments, in short, that are wholly un-
digestible by, even dangerous to, any
genuine revolutionary movement in our
age, and who now hang to the coat-tails
of Mr. Debs in the hope and belief that
his popularity may be solid enough to
null them through; if it were posted on
the history of our people, it would be
less quick to feel dishearfened at what
seems slow progress, less quick to
snatch at shadows, less quick to seek to
allay its conscientions scruples by un-
tenable historic parallels.

But its punishment was swift. +In
rapid succession it was applanded and
reproduced by the St. Louis “Tage-
blatt,” the “Brauer-Zeitung,” and the
Philadelphia *Tageblatt”: the first, a
“Sooctalist” paper that we recently had
occaslon to lash for preaching the
dastardly, anti-solidarity doctrine that
& certain labor organization could not
be expected to slde with a certain other,
with which it was afiiliated, in this
other’s conflict with its employers, be-
cause the former might *otherwise be
dragged into an illimitable number of
conflicts,” a paper that, finally repudi-
ated by the German proletariat of St.
Louis, curled up and died last week, al-
most immediately after it had echoed
and applauded the San Francisco
“Tageblatt”; the second, ‘a “Socialist”

trade paper, run by a dime musenm '

collection ‘of queers and declassé
bourgeois, who are operating it for
their own private benefit, at the
expense of a labor organization, and
that would be spewed out of existence in
Socialist Germany for its criminal
tactics in the labor movement; the
third, a “Soclalist” paper that has not
only drifted away so far into bourgeois-
dom as to seek, or rather to have

-sought, until rapped over the knuckles,

to boom the bourgeols “Giasgow plan”
of municipalization, but that has to
mhqexmt.hueuznto.onlyu
few months ago, have refused to sup-

port a workingmen'’s boycott, not. upan,
some intelligent principle, grounded in
the solidarity of the working class, but
upon the ground that, “to support the
boycott would injure its circulation
with its middle olass readers.” :
There could be no more emphatic
ustification of our position than con-
mnation, nor severer punishment for
the San Franclsco “Tageblatt” than ap-
plause from such sources as these.

The following passage from thg Cleve-
land, O., “Citizen” not only breaks
“Editor" Gompers on the rack of logic
by comparing some of his glib phrases
with his actual canduct, but indirectly
also serves the useful and timely pur-
pose of warning the afflicted working
class, groping for salvation, against ac-
cepting phrases for more than they are
worth:

“In the August number of the Amer-
jcan “Federationist,” Edl_lor Gompers
replies to a correspondent’s query rela-
tive to this significant sentence, whirn
appeared in the July ‘Federationist,
and which was reprinted in this paper:

“*“The trade unions &re organizing
the wage earners in the class-conscious
struggle against all profit-inongers
under whatever shape they may appear
or form they may assume, to battle for
the dbolition of all human wrongs and
the attainment of all human rights.

.“To further enlighten his correspond-
ent, Mr. Gompers says:

“‘The term ‘class-conscious’ indicates
that those who belong to that class are
conscious of that fact, and are con-
sclous, too, that their interests as a
class are separate and distinct from any
other class: and that while organizing
in a class organization they may and
do benefit all others, yet they organize
in a class organization for the better-
ment of the conditions of that class.

“This sentence Is well put, and lays
bare the inconsistent attitude of the
go-called non-political- unionist. How
can workingmen who realize ‘that their
Ainterests as a class are separate and
dis:inct from any other class’' con-
sciously ‘benefit all others,” which, of
course, includes their natural opponent,
capitalism? Will Mr. Gompers please
attempt to harmonize, to make clear,
this seeming incongruity? When the
Revolutionists of 1776 organized
against British tyranny, did they do it
to’' ‘benefit’ King George? When the
Abolitionists organized half a century
ago, and when the North confiscated the
slaves of the Sounth, did they expect to
“benefit’ the slave-owners?"

It is not fakirs and blatherskites like
Gompers alone, but the woods are just
now full of men in the camps of Labor,
who preach ‘class-consciousness™ in
one breath and just the reverse of that
in the very next; who one moment talk
“class strugg,le" and Immediately after
talk of the “whole people” as being
“workers” and all interested in the
solution of some labor trouble—the
miners’ troubles for instance. The well-
meaning, but uninformed spouters, and
the fakirs alike, see the progress of the
Socialist Labor party and Socialist
Trade & Labor Alliance propaganda;
they hear our terminology and repeat
it;: the well meaning and uninfermed
spouters, without knowing -just Wwhat
they say; consequently, contradicting
themselves at every turn, and denoune~
ing the Socialists as *“dogmatic” when
their contradictions are brought home
to them; the fakirs without wanting to
know, and using the terms simply to
deceive. .

As affidavits are not lobsters, so are
expressions that are In‘coutrndictlon
with acts and other expressions nothing
but hollow phrases.

The Prohibition New York “Voice,”
that takes its capitalism “without a
stick in,” and the New York *“Com-
mercial Advertiser,” that takes its cap-
italism “with a stick in,” are interest-
ingly at each other.

Says the latter of the former's
chickens:

“The Prohibitionists are again pre-
paring to do what they can to throw
this State into the hands of the uncom-
promising foes of the cause they pro-
fess to be eager to advance,”

Whereupon the latter retorts to the
former:

“If the “Advertiser” had consulted its
wits, and not its prejudices, it would
have seen that the State is already in
the hands, politically, of the foes of
Prohibition.”

And neither realizes that either is
right, and both are unaware that they
are twins,

The San Francisco, Cal., “New
Charter,” will not tolerate hypocrisy.
It tells how the San Franclsco dailies
are telling a pretty story of Mrs. Clark,
wife of the founder of the Christian
Endeavorers, holding a little Chinese
girl up before an audience of ladies and
eloquently telling them that if the
little girl was not rescued she would, be
sold into slavery, and Mrs. Clark wth.
and the ladies wept in chorus.

Whereupon the “New Charter”
marks caustically:

“If these good Christian ladies are
Jooking for slave girls to rescue they
need not go to the Chinese. Thousands
of white Caucasian-girls can be found
right in San Francisco who are as
much slaves as If they were bought and
sold on the auction block. These girls
are outcasts from home 'and society and
the doors are barred behind them.
There are a halt million such ia this
country. One hmndred thousand die
annually, and‘as many recruit their
ranks. It is the most terrible of the

re-

- evils that have grown out of a damn-

ablé economic systém. With the de-
velopment of this system of ca; ism
and competition the evil of prostitution
intensifies, . i

In Australia, too, they seem to Bave |

"ennght on to the Parson Phariseus,’ We
_Infer as much from this passage in the

“Whenever the ‘Patriot’ meets a well-
“groomed, well-fed minister of the gor-
spel-—or reads about one of the lowly
shepherds being entertained at a bun
scramble, and presented with a testi-
monial or a Gladstone traveling bag or
purse of sovereigns or set of diamond
jewelery with his moniker stamped
thereon—it causes this profane paper to
think mighty hard, and wonder what
will happen in the sweet by-and-by,
‘When the humble toiler shuffles off this
mortal coil,and hies him away up to the
Golden Gate, we fancy some such col-
logquy as the foilowing to take place:
St. Peter to applicant at the gate—
‘Your name and credentials?” Appli-
cant—'l am the Rev, MacSnuffer, lately
a toller in the vineyard for the humble
stipend of £500 a vear, and the recip-
jent of ten testimonials, seventeen
traveling bags and a truck-load of
name-stamped jewelery.' St. Peter—
‘Say no more, but come right in. Here
you lazy crew (to attendants), bring in
the gent's portmanteau; empty that
scavenger out of the front star parlor,
and show his reverence to an up-sky
bedroom. Feeding the hungry and at-
tending the sick is getting played out,
and the respectability of the celestial
regions must be kept up at whatever
cost. It will never do to let our rival in
tha other place cop all the mighty mag-
nates; while we have to put up with the
scum and the riff-raff. Look slippy.
now, and give his reverence the atten-
tion he is acenstomed to.' "

CORRESPONDENGE.

The Fruits of 8. L. P. Propagandsa.

To THE PEOPLE:—I have just about
finished Bellainy's “Equality.” 1t seems
to me to be a big stride in advance of
“Leoking Backward.” It is certainly a
distinet tribute to Karl Marx's position
regarding the economic basis of all
social forms, and is, to my mind, an ac-
ceptance in full of the doctrines so long
preached by THE PEOPLE regarding
the uselessness of all schemes that ne-
glect political organization for col-
lective control of industrial machinery
for producfion and distribution, It
must be tough reading for bumpti2us
Samuel Gompers to note the paragraphs
regarding the demonstrated fact that
“THE GROWTH AND FUNCTIONS
OF TRADE UNIONISM WAS VERY
LIMITED,” and “AFTER TWENTY-
FIVE YEARS OF FIGHTING, HAD
DEMONSTRATED THEIR UTTER IN-
ABILITY TO MAINTAIN, MUCH LESS
TO IMPROVE, THE CONDITIONS OF
THE WORKINGMAN,” and other crit-
jcisms in “Equality” on the same line.
That is hard on Samuel’s propaganda,

The fresh statements of Bellamy in
“Kquality” showing his developed at-
titude towards and scathing contempt
for the orthodox gospel of the Ivan-
gelical churches must be a somewhat
bitter pill for those orthodox parsons
and so-called *“Christian Socialists"”
who lauded the author of “Looking
Backward” a¢ their ideal exponent.
These good folks who squirmed at the
unorthodox and blasphemous (?) So-
cialist Labor party must now feel that,
if they are to keep pace with the author
of “Looking Backward,” and give their
asgent to “Equality” with its blunt as-
sertion that "IHE ORIENTALS IN-
VENTED THE MYTH OF EVE AND
THE APPLE, AND THE CURSE PRO-
NOUNCED UPON HER™" and similar
unorthodox teaching, they are landed
“hetween the devil and the deep blue
sea."

The Rev. A. C. Courtice, editor of the
“Christian Guardian” of Toronto, Can-
ada (chlef organ of the Canadian Unit#ll
Methodist Church), was an ardent ad-
mirer of “Looking Backward.” 1 do
not know if he has said amen to
“Equality.” - As editor of an influential
and widely circulated church organ in
Canada, 1 am watching for his ex-
hibition of moral courage.

The pioneers of Collectivism in the
United States, and especially those con-
nected with the editorial staff of THE
PEOPLE, and the propagandists of the
much maligned Socialist Labor party,
must watch with interest the present
trend .of events as indicated by
Bellamy's “Equality,” and by the
article of Eugene F. Debs on the “So-
cial Demoeracy” in the August issue of
“The New Times.” There appears to be
a veritable mania for wholesale plag-
farism of the ideas and doctrines of the
Socialist Labor party leaders. If Eugene
V. Debs is sincere in his article in the
“New Times,” it is a puzzle to me why
he tries ‘o ignore the existence of the
Socialist Political party, already promi-
nently in the fleld. i

I might say, in conclusion, that I have
been much interested to notice the as-
similation in “Equality’ of the Socialist
Labor party's teaching regarding
profits. The substance of the chapters
on “The Economic Suicide of the Profit
Syvstem” and *The Parable of the Water
Tank,” was published in *Heterodox
Economics vs, Orthodox Profits,” on
sale at the Labor News Co., New York,
several months before “Equality” was
put on the market.

-1 must congratulate THE PEOPLE on
the rapid development of the fruit of its
sturdy. propaganda.

HENRY B. ASHPLANT.

London, Ont., Canada, Aug. 21.
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THE MYTHICAL .DEBS AND THE
ACTUAL DEBS.

i
[From the N. Y. “Vorwiirts", German Official
Organ of the Soclalist Labor Purty.]

The admirers of Debs make very easy
to themselves the work of answering
our critique. They fall back upen the
myth, upon all sorts of nursery tales,
that are circulited about him,

We criticise Debs’ letter to Rocke-
feller, the myth answers that Debs did

\ not mean it in earnest; we criticise the’

colonization plan, the myth answers
that Debs has dropped that; we point
out *hat the plan is puffed more and
more in Debs' own organ, the myth

answers that that is done by the two.

political adventurers Hinton and
Willard against the will of Debs; we
draw ‘from the whole appearance of
Debs the conclugion that he reveals too
little knowledge of Socialism to be an
effective agitntor for Socialism, the
myth answers that, already during his
imprisonment Debs stullied Marx and
has since developed more fully into a
scientific Socialist; and thus the myth
spins its yarn onward, until it has ro-
manced the salmagundi of American
universal reformers, of German and
Jewlsh ex-Socialists and ex-Anarchists,

_out of which, until now, the *“Social

Democracy’™ has been recruited, into a
“great, American Socialist movement."

We leave the myth in the keeping of
those who find it pleasing or profitable,
and we keep to the actual Debs. This
Debs was recently active on the theatre
of the miners’ strike, and had there the
opportunity to show what his qualifica-
tions are for a teacher and leader of the
working class. The largest meeting be-
fore which Debs spoke took place in
Columbns, 0. According to the com-
ments which Debs’ organ, the “Social
Democrat,” reprints from a local paper,
Debs had an audience of 4,500 persons,
and he regaled them with a two-hours’
speech, which “combined all the learn-
ing of economists, all the sentiments of
the poets, all the wisdom of philos-
ophers, and al! the ethics of moralists
and divines.”

Here we evidently have to deal with
Debs’ masterpiece. The capitalist editor
who flew off into the just cited exces-
sive comments, the editor of the *Social
Democrat,” who reproduced them, and
the capitalist-kite-tail  editor .of
the *“United Mine Workers' Journal,”
who reproduced, not only the editorial
comments, but also a more than
seven- column-long report of the
speech itself, are all unani-
mous in their admiration for this
speech. Indeed, this unanimity is char-
acteristic. The capitalist editor makes
a particular point of it that “not a
gyllable of politics marred the lofty
sentiment” of the speaker, that “he did
pot descend to the lower atmosphete
where strife is born and fostered,” that
of the “muny citizens of all degrees and
intelligence . .. not one was
offended by a principle he espoused, nor
by a sentence he uttered.”

A look into the speech itself confirms
the presentiment started by this cap-
italist praise. The speech is found to
be nothing else but a string of phrase
of garlands which substitute logical ex-
planations with sentjmentally hyper-
bolic language, and hence, as a matter
of course, tumbles from one error into
another. Take this sentence:

“If we could by some magic eliminate

greed from our nature this question
would be settled. We think too much
of self, too little of our neighbors.
1 seek to impress on every oceasion the
ethical, the moral fact upon the minds
of men that too much importance is at-
tached to money and too little to hu-
manity."”

To the damnable role of money and of
greed for money a large part of the
speech is dedicated. The misery, the
degradation of the workingman are
there represented as the result of the
greed of the people who constitute the
“money power."” Not capitalism is the
enemy, but the greedy, selfish money-
men. Hence the miners have to ascribe
their low wages, together with conse-
quent poverty and brutalization, to the
heartlessness of ‘those individual cap-
italists who have imported cheap, il-
literate labor, and who now again op-
pose the just demands of the strikes to
the end that they may “enjoy the har-
vest'" alone.

No attempt is made with even a word
throughout the whole speech to explain
the existing class contrasts. On the
contrary, Debs repeats almost literally
the expressions used in his famous
letter to Rockefeller by saying:

“Let us unite and dethrone the wrong
and enthrone the right. There are
times when there should be NO DIS-
TINCTION BETWEEN RICH AND
POOR, there are times when we should
get  together, in close touch to one
another side by side as the true patriots
let us save the country.”

Hence -Debs appeals to the “business
men,” to the learned ‘“professional
men,” to the “GREAT MIDDLE
CLASS."” in the interest of the strikers,
and, after he has pursued this thougnt
for a long stretch, he discovers that
already do all classes sympathis¢ with
the strikers; even “a large number of
operators are on the side of the miners.”

According to Debs, neither is the ex-
ploiters’ class the foe of the miners but
a small number of insatiabie people.
These belong to the “Money Power,”
who exploit the government along with
the miners. At this point the Debsian
phrase-torrent reaches the climax of
verbiage, confusion and even nonsense.
We quote literally:

“The money power directs, the gov-

ernment obeys. The rich ride on passes: .

the middle class on mileage; the poor
pay full fare. All the organized forces
of soclety are directed against the poor:
the poor man, who has got to pay the
highest price, he gets the smallest wage.
He has got to sell his labor in the
cheapest market and pays the highest
price for everything he buys. THE
RICH MAN GETS THE HIGHEST
WAGE, and he can buy for cash.”

Accordingly, we discover here that
the rich are wage-earners.  Why
should not, then, the rich and the poor
wage-earners unite in a crusade to
drive the demon of greed out of human
nature and to dethroné Wrong or the
Money Power?

Debs may be eminently fit as a
preacher of such a Crusade, and 'the

Columbus eapitalist paper testi-

‘mony for him in this respect by sty

him “the inspired evangelist of Ilb::rn‘:
him *“the inspired evangelist of lahor
and of humanity."”

What, however, has such a Crusade to
do with the class struggle; what has
such preaching to do with Socialism?

Perhaps the Debs myth repertory can
give an answer,

INGEZHS

Brother Jonathan-—1 heard last
ing & beautiful Soclalist speech; it
have made hundreds, if not thohs
of Socialists. I tell you, that Profe
Jehosaphatt is a great Soclalist,

Uncle Sam coughs.

B. J. (pricking up his ears)—Why
vou cough?!

U. S.—Well, if you are very anxi
I'nl tell yon—- &5
B. J. {snappishly)—I am anxious, *

U. S.—1 coughed because I tried to
swallow down a laugh. It makes me
laugh to think of the Prof. Jehosaphaty
as a Socialist, and it makes me la
still more to think of him in the capae.
ity of a teacher of Socialism. Now yog
know why I laugh.

B. J.—Oh, if you had on!y heard him!

U. S.—Well, what did h2 say?

B. J.—He actually made the people
weep. 4
U. S.—How?

B. J.—Describing the misery of the
werking people. Youn should have hedrd
how touchingly he portrayed the suffer
ings of the working women, the priva.
tions of the children in the factories, the
exposure of the men on the railr

Oh, I tell you it |
grand. I almost wept, myself, It is the
grandest Socialist speech 1 ever heard.

U. S.—And was all he sald In that
vein?

B, J.—Yes: Is not that enough?

U. S.—All of his speech a ‘deseription
of the general want?

B. J.—Why, yves; is not that Socinlism
enough?

U. S.—And that sort of talk you sif
-teaches Socialism? L

B. J. (lmpatiently)—I don't sup
you are satisfied yet!

U. S.—When, the other day, yon had
the toothache and were all doubled wp, -
and were moaning and groaning, you
were‘in great pain, weren't you?

B. J.—Should think I was; don't re-
mind me of it.

U, 8.—Now, suppose your wife had
gone to the doctor’s with the news that
you were in pain, could she have re-
turned with the right prescription?

B. J—=Why, no.

B. 8.—You might have had a pala in
the head, which might have needed
cracked ice there, eh? i

B. J.—Yes.

U. 8.—Or you may have had a pain In
your belly, which may have needed a
“purge, eh?

B, J.—Yes.

U. 8,—Or you may have had a paln on
your toe, which may have needed a
corn extractor, eh! ¥

B. J.—S8ure.

U. S.—In all these cases
have been in misery, eh?

B. J.—Certainly,

U, S.—Would the knowledge of your
being In pain and misery have been
enough Information to give you reliet?

J.—~No.,

U. S.—A patient’s paln is not enough
to determine the remedy. So with so-
clety,

B. J.—~With soclety?

U. 8.—The existence of misery In
society is not sufficlent premises from
which to conclude that Socialism must
follow. It matters not how pinched a
man may be, that Is not enough to teach
him economics and Social science. His
pityful condition may be the right con-
dition to make him listen to semse, but
it does not of itself supply the sense,

All the calamity howling that you may

muster up does not explain why So-
cialism and not Greenbackism, why So-
cialism and not Free Trade, why So-
cialism and not Kree Lave, etc, ete.,
must come. These calamity howlers
who go about sticking, so to speak, thelr
fingers into the sores of the people and
making them realize their sufterings all

the deeper, and do not explain why the |

people suffer, do not teach Soclalism,
They may, on the contrary, impede the
teaching of Socialism by making the
hearers so torpid or prurient, and ac:
customing them to hear long speeches,
which they need no effort to under-
stand, that the hearers will disfike to
hear adresses that require them to
think.

B. J.—Prol. Jehosaphath’s speech was
so sweet all the way through and easy
to understand that it fiowed—— °

U. S.—Like water out of a jar on
duck's backs, and did the people no
good. Surely if he knew Soclalism he
would take some of his time to explain
it. He would have shown that, under
this capitalist system the workingman
s no better than any other merchus-
dise; that machinery lowers the price of
goods by increasing their plentifulness
and the productivity of labor; that

wages, or the share of labor's produét ‘

that labor is allowed to keep, m ;
come ever smaller; xm“:nmm, 3
ownership of the machinery of

tion, labor can not arrest its H
that, to get possession of that ma-
chinery, labor must conquer the publie
powers upon the Socialist

This and all such things he would have
explained, and would then have talked
to a purpose. But such addresses are

more difficult to deliver than to reel off :

phrases; the audience is not as appreel
ative, applause is not as frequent.

this reason your Jehosaphaths dm :

deliver them. Go away with your
loquacious orator. i

—— e
To Irish Comrades. .
All the coples of the pamphlet *“THe
Rights of Ireland and the Faith af
Felon,” recelved from Dublin from
Irish Socialist Republican Party
et el L
samples an
due card of the Irish Socialist Rey
can Ptl'ro!y which can be had at

each Wi
_ Labor News Co,, .
64 E. 4th stroet, New York
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HSE OF THE PROLE-
" Unm

y word “proletarial™ conveyed at
one time in the history of capitalist pro-

ietion the idea of extreme degrada-
tion. Even to-day there are peonle who
entertain this notion, and among them
‘got a few who claim to be abreast of
‘their times, This, however, arises from
a woeful confusion of thought. How-
ever numerous the external marks may
Lave been which, at one time, the work-
ing proletariat had in common with the
slums, even then the two were separ-
ated by a deep chasm. ;

The slnms have continned to be es-
sentially the same. in whatever historic
spoch and under whatever system they
may have made their appearance. The
slums of New York, Chicago.San Fran-
ciseo, or any other large modern center
af population are hard to distinguish
from those of ancient Rome.  On the
other hand, the modern working prole-
tariat is a peculiur phenomenon, never
Lefore noticed in the history of man-
kind. o

Between the slums and the working
proletariat  of capitalist. produoction
there is abox & all the immense and fun-
damental difference that the former al-
ways were and still continue to be par-
asgtes, whereas the latter is one of the
principal roots of modern society-—a
toot that develops, not only into lead-
ing importance, hut into the ONLY one
Yom ‘which society draws its strength
and support.
is a propertiless, but not almstaking.
clement. So far from its being sup-
ported by society, it supports soclety
with its labor. True enough, during the
early days of the capitalist system, the
working proletagiat looked upon ftsell
as @ panper class, and upon the capital-
ist who exploited it as a benefactor, as
the provider of work,and,consequently,
as the bread-giver. Of course, this pat-

The working proletariat -

viarchal relation is highly pleasing to |

the capitalists; they still demand from
their workingmen for the wages paid to
them, not only the labor contracted for,
Imt also humility and gratitnde.

But the capitalist system can nowhere
proceed very far without the patriarchal
conditions that exist at its inception
going wholly by the beard, However
enslaved and ignorant the workingmen'
may at any time be, they realize, sooner
or later, that they are the bread-givers
of the capitalists and not vice versa.
While they remain poor, or even he-
come poorer, the capitalist becomes
ever richer. And when they demand
more bread from the capitalist, from
this would-be patriarch, he gives them
a stone, ;

The working proletarians differ from

“the slums and also from the sarvant and

menial classes in that they do not live
apon the exploitation carried on by the
exploiters; they differ from the workers
under former systems of production in
that they do not live and labor together
with their exploiters, and that all the
personal bonds and relations that ex-
isted between these have wholly dis-
appeared between the modern employer
and employe. They live in miserable
tenements or rickety frame-houses that
are a libel upon the word “‘home,"” while
they rear palaces for the exploiter; they
famish while they spread for him a
Juxurious feast: they go unclad, while
they prepare for him costly raiment;
they toil and manl till they drop with,
exhaustion to furnish him and his the
means whereby to kill time,

The contrast between these two ele-
ments is a very different one from that
between the rich and the poor man ol
pre-capitalist days; and very different
also between the capitalist and the
#small man' of to-day. The latter en-
vies the rich man, whom he looks up to
with admiration, who is the example he
would imitate, the ideai he holds up to
himself; he wishes to be in that cap-
ftalist’s place, and hecomes an exploiter
1ike him; he never for a moment thinks
of abolishing the system of exploitation,
The working proletariat, on the con-
trary, does not envy the modern rich
man; it does not wish itself in his place:
it HATES AND DESPISES him: it
hates him as its exploiter; it despises
him as a drone. At first, the working
proletarian hates only those capitalists
with whom he is brought into direct
contact, but soon he realizes the fact
that all of them stand in the same pos-
ture towards him, and his hatred, that
originally was personal, davelops into
2 conscious hostility towards the whole
capitalist class.

This hostility towards exploitation it-
seif is one of the first distinguishing
marks of Lthe class-conscious working
proletariat. This class hatred is by no
means a result of Socialist propaganda;
it was noticeable long before the in-
fluence of Socialism began to make it-
self felt among the working ciaszes.
Among the workers under former social
systems, such a well-developed class
hatred as exists to-day was impaossible;
the Intimate personal relations that ex-
isted between them and their “masters”
excluded all thought of such class an-
tipathies; personal hostilities might
and often did break out between the
master and lis underlings, but these
could never be carried bevond a cectaiu
point without forthwith stopping pro-
duction itsell; and, as a result, what-
ever lengths they went to,.reconciliztion
always followed. Under the capitalist
system, however, the workers may
entertain the most bitter enmity against
their employers without production
being thereby interfered with, and even
:‘llhout the employer being at all aware

This class hatred expresses itself at
firxt only. timidly and in isolated in-
stances. If it takes some time for the
working proletariat to realize that
magnanimity is the last thing that
moves the employer to furnish it work:
it takes still longer for it to gather
cournge to eénter into an open conflict
with the “boss."”

The slums are cowardly and humble:
they feel themselves superfiuous and
know that they lack all material stand-
ing. Similar are the early character-
istics of the working proletariat. It re-
sented the fll-treatment to which it was
subjeated, but protested often silently;
clenched its fist in {ts pockets; and, as
& result of this, its indignation was
wont to vent itself--as it unfortunaiely
still does, here and there, among the
least informed—-in deeds of thoughtiess
passion or secret crime.

The sense of conscious strengch and
the spirit of res'stunce develop them-
selves among the working proletariat
only after it has awakened to the under-
standing of the community of interests
that binds its members, and of the sol-

idarity of its ranks. ‘With the quicken-
ing of the feeling of solidarity begins
the moral new birth of the working pro-
letariat, and its uplifting from the
swamp in which it, togef with ‘the
slums, originally is immersed.

The conditions themselves under
which labor is performed in the capital-
ist system point out to the proletariat
the necessity of firmly holding together,
of moving in a body,.and of subordinat-

_ing the individual to the whole. While,

in the classic days of handicraft, each
individual produced a whole article
himself, enpitalist industry is based
upon co-operative labor. Here the indi-
vidual workers can do nothing without
their fellow-workers. 1f they start to
work united and planfully, the capacity
of each i doubled and trebled. Thus
thelr labor itgelf brings home to them
the power of union, and develops among
them the sense of voluntary and glad-
some discipline—both of which are the
conditions precedent for Soeialist pro-
duction, and are likewise the conditions
precedent for the successful siruggle of
the proletariat’ against the system of
exploitatios that prevails under capital-
jst production. And thus it happens
that capitalism itself trains the prole-
tarians in the methods requisite for its
own overthrow, and educates them in
the system of labor that will be re-
quired of them in Socialist society.
More powerfully, perhaps, than co-
operation in labor does the equality in
the present conditions of work tend to
awaken among the proletarians the

sense of solidarity among themselves. |

In 2 modern, well-developed miil there
is as good as no distinction of ranks,
no hierarchy, among the workers. The
higher posts are, as a rule, inaccessible
1o the proletarians: at all events they
are go few that they do not affect the
masses, Slight is the number of those
who can be corrupted by these favorite
posts, For the large majority the con-
ditions of labor are identical; to the in-
dividual all possibility is shut oft of
lifting himself up-alone; he can better
lis condition only if the condition of all
his fellow-toilers is bettered. The cap-
italist realizes thig fact and its effects
upon his men, and in not a few cases he
tries to.counteract both by the intro-
duetion of artificial distinetions in his
mills, to the end of throwing the apple
of discontent among the workers; but,
sueh is the leveling influence and power
of modern large production that all
guch schemes are unable to undermine
permanently the sense of solidarity
which it evokes in the ranks of the
working proletariat. The longer the
capitalist- system lasts, all the more
powerfully does the solidarity of the
proletariat  manifest itself, all the
stronger does it cast its roots, and all
the more prominently does it stand out
as one of the distinguishing character-
isties of the working proletariat,

Among the glums, among the menials,
there can bhe no thought of solidarity.
It was among the journeymen under
the old fendal and guild systems that
the solidarity of the exploited class
cpainst the exploiters first cropped up:
but the solidarity of the modern work-
ing proletariat has taken long strides
Leyond that of the exploited class under
the previous system of production.
Neither limited itself to the confines of
one‘and the same industry; the same as
the modern working proletariat, so did
its prototype of the guild days arrive
slowly at the perception of the fact that
the worker kunocks himself everywhere
against the identical adversary, and has
everywhere the same Interests; the
journeyinan of old established national
organizations;. but these were neces-
carily limited, as the State or nation
was then still a very imperfect: concep-
tion; the modern workinug proleiariat is
not organized nationally only, jt has
widened its basis; despite all. wars and
hostilities Dbetween one nation and
another, it has organized iteelf inter-
vationally; the working proletariat of
all countries are united,

Already in the days of the journey-
men mechanics the beginnings may be
found of international organizations.
The explolted classes of those days
gnowed they were able to rise above
national barriers; but there was one
barrier above which they could not lift
themselves—that of their own
The hatmaker, for instance, of one
country felt one with thoge of others,
but the shoemakers, tailors and other
workers of his own country remained
atrangers to him. At that time the
various trades were separated by sharp
lines; the applicant for admission to
any of them was held to a long appren-

‘tieeship before he became a journey-

man, and he remained loyal to his trade
for life. The power and prosperity of
Lis trade were his «wn; although, in a
certain sense, the journeyman’s in-
terests were opposed to those of his
guild master, yet were they opposed to
those of both master und journeymen of
all other trades. The spectacle was fre-
quent during the most flourishing
period of the guilds that the journey-
men of the various trades were involved
in fierce strifes with one another.

The capitalist system of production,
on the contrary, throws the various
trades together and mixes them up in-
extricably. In a capitalist establish-
ment, people of different trades are seen
generally working together, and jointly
operating towards a common end.
Furthermore, the capitalist system has
the tendency to wipe out the idea of a
trade 'in production; the machine
shortens the time of apprenticeship, that
formerly extended over years, down to
weeks and days: it makes it possible for
the several workmen: to pass from one
ocoupation to another without great
diffficulty, and it often even compels
thenw to the change by frequently ren-
dering them superfluous in their former
lines, throwing them out of work, and
compelling them to look for another
job.  The freedom in the choice of a
pursuit, which the philistines fear to
lose in Socialist society, is a thing that
has lost all meaning to the working
¢las under the present system.

Under such circumstances, it has be-
come an easy matter for the working-
man to lift himself above the barviers
before which the journevman of old
halted, The sense of solidarity among
the modern working proletariat is, ac-
cordingly. not only international, it
now extends over the whole working
class, :

Already in the Middle Ages there was
‘a variety of forms of wage labor:
neither are the conflicts between wage
workers and their explciters something
new; but it was not until the rule of the
capitalist system came into force that
the ‘spectacle was presented of the rise
of an embattled class of wage workers,
conscious of the oneness of their inter-
ests, and ever more ready to subordin-
ate to the interests of their class, as a

trade.

whole, not only their personal, but also
their local, and, in so far as these still
continue to exist, their separate trade
interests. It is only in our own century
that the struggles of the wage workers,
the working proletariat, against ex-
ploitation assume the character of a
class struggle. It is only by virtue
thereof that these struggles are enabled
to aim at a higher goal than that of
simpiy removing this or that objection-
able feature of the existing system, and
that the Labor Movement has become a
revolutionary movement. .

Under these conditions, the horizon of
the working class broadens steadily.
This holde good, in the first place, with
regard to the working proletariat em-
ployed in large production; but the
same as the industrial form of capital
becomes more and more the standard
for all capital, and even for all eco-
nomic undertakings within the reach of
capivalist nations, so likewise do the
thoughts and sentiments of that por-
tion of the proletariat that is engaged
in large production strike the keynote
for the thoughts and sentiments of the
whole wage-working class, The con-
sciousness of the unity of the interests:
of all takes possession of one set of
workers after another, just as fast as
the all-pervading influence of large pro-
duction forces itself into the various
classes of{ndus(rins.

Next follow the workers engaged in
non-productive oceupations—in trade,
communication and transportation, ete.
Lastly, the agricultural wage proletar-
int will finally be drawn in by the recog-
nition that is being hastened by the in-
troduction of capitalist methods into
the old and until now, to a great extent,
patriarchically conducted system of
agriculture, and, consequently, by the
inevitable transformation of the farm
hands into out-and-out wage-working
proletarians, wholly disconnected by
any personal bonds from the family of
the employer. Progress in this direc-
tion from this source is already per-
ceptible,

Thus, by degrees, all the sections of
the working class are being welded into
one, animated by the spirit of the pro-
letariat employed in large production,
and which is steadily on the increase.
Steadily the whole mass is being leav-
ened by the spirit of comradeship, of
dizeipline and of hostility to the ¢ap-
italist class that is peculiar to the work-
ers in large production; and above all,
hand in hand, with this progress, the
uncuenchable thirst for knowledge,
that is one of the leading features of
the progressive proletarians, permeates
all the ranks of their class,

Thus, by degrees, there rises out of
the despised, maltreated, degraded pro-
letariat a historic power before which
the ‘powers that he have begun to
tremble, Thus a new class i5 in the pro-
epss of formation that brings with it a
new code of morals and a new phil-
osophy; a class that. grows daily in
numbers, in compaetness, in conscions-
ness of its mission, in intelligence, and
into an economlic necessity.

LETTER BOX.

Offhand Answers to Inquirers.

M. D. F., Lynn, Mass.—You surely
can't mean that our Comrade should
take serious notice of snieh things. Our
challenge stands that if any of those
who go about gpreading insinnations, by
pen or word of mouth should utter their
attpek clear enongh by printing just
what they mean, instead of insinuating,
or by writing over their signatures all.
that they whisper, we engage to clap
them in jail as criminal libelers in short
ovder, and, from Gompers down or up,
as you may prefer, to have their
moustachios shaved off, their serawny
hair cropped short and their anatomy
clad in a suit of prfison stripes, pro-
vided, of course, they don't run away.
So far, the challenge was taken up only
by Mr. Ernest Kurzenknabe, of the
“Brewers' Zeitung," and for his puains
hie is now, despite the efforts of a Tam-
many judge, oflicially branded a libeler,
and hus escaped punishment by fleeing
this State and becoming a fugitive from
justice,

For the rest the conduct of the fakir
urigade must be a source of great
gratification to our party: Our argu-
ments are so irrefutable that the fakirs
leave them alone and must resort to
personal abuse; and the character of
our spokesmen is so irreproachable that
the fakirs dare not attack them, except
in the cowardly way of midnight as-
sassins,

L. 1. W., Philadelphia, Pa.—We aré
not posted equally well upon the three
officers of the “Colonization Commis-
gzlnq of the Social Democracy of Amer-
fca.” b v

The Treasurer, W. P. Borland, we
know least of. To judge by his articles
in the “Social Democrat,” he is very
much mixed up on economics and the
Social Question, and, moreover, seeing
that he surely knows that his informa-
tion is superficial, he reveals consider-
able recklessness by the cock-sureness
with which he utters himself upon these
serious matters. Nevertheless, we are
informed that he is studying up. This
may somewhat extenuate his reckless-
ness, Of his probity we know nothing,
one way or another,

Somewhat better than him we know
the Secretary, Cyrus Field Willard.
Readers of THE PEOPLE will remem-
ber him only by a single appearance of
his in these columns, at which occasion
he sought to break a lance for the
fakirs. Indeed, the role in which he
then appeared typifies him. We have
kvown him uniformally as extremely
“tolerant” towards the crew that have
been a curse to the American Labor
movement, and whose mischievous
crookedness—he being no fool and
being well acquainted with them—he
must have been well aware of.

Best of all three, and to our sorrow,
we are acquainted with the Chairman,
Col, Richard J. Hinton. As expressly
stated somewhere in our last issue,
Richard J. Hinton was, in 1887, a mem-
ber of the Socialist Labor party, and an
editor of its then English organ in this
eity. That responsible position he be-
trayed in the very heat of a campaign,
and was expelled. He landed on his
feet; with a breath-taking-away rapid-
ity he landed snugly in office at Wash-
ington. :

To Jewish Sections and Branches.

Wilshire's leaflet, “Why American
Workingmen Should Be Soclalists,” has
been transiated into Jewish, and can
now be had at $1.25 per 1,000 or $1.50,
it sent by mail or express. Address all

orders to
LABOR NEWS CO.,
€4 East 4th Street, New York.

THE NECRO QUESTION IN
AMERICA.

The idea of cconomfc agitation among
the negroes of the South with & view to
their conversion to Socialism was one

that had occupied my thoughts con-

siderably during my stay in this sec-
tion some years ago, but with changed
location I had neglected it, and specu-
lallons as 1o its possibilities had not oc-
cured to me for some time until 1 read
the other day in the Atlanta “Constitu-
tion” a letter from Bishop Turner, of
the AfricanMethodist Episcopal Church.
It would seem from this Yetter that the
bishop is not pleased with the outlook
for the negro in this country, and his
efforts are now being directed toward
their colonization in Liberia, Africa, In
this he is assisted by the International
Migration Society of Birmingham, Ala.,

an organization of white men formed

for the purpose of assisting negroes out
of the United States. The bishop quotes
Senator Morgan: “The white people of
this country will never give the negro
social recognition, and without it he
will Le a sgenllicn, and A SLAVE is
better than a free scullion.”

I doubt that Bishop Turner Kknows
much about Socialism, or he would see
that the condition of his race eannot be
improved by the simple removal of
them to a new country while continuing
a system under which the greater por-
tion of the people are slavish producers
for an idle and useless class, and that a
settlement of the race question is pos-
sible without transferring all the
negroes to Africa. The practicability of
his plan is extremely doubtful. ‘This
lies in both the character of the negro
himself and the opposition that will
surely come from the white employers,

Some years ago 2 bill was introduced
in Congress to give Staté aid to negroes
who desired to go to Liberia. This was,
of course, defeated. The Republican
politicians wanted the negro to remain
here because he was a serviceable polit-
ical slave, and the Southern employers
wanted to keep him because of his
cheap wage cost as a producer. When
Oklahama was opened to settlement
many negroes went from Tennessee,
Alabama and other Southern States to
the territory, and for weeks newspapers
teemed with lies unfavorable to Okla-
homa to prevent further migration of
the blacks; in some localities the whites
even went so far as to hold mass meet-
ings to devise means to check *'the
exodus,” as it was generally termed.

These instances of facts gerve to show
that much as some of the whites pre-
tend to despise the negro and want him
ont of the country, they take precious
good care to prevent his leaving, and
recognize the fact that their prosperity
depends upon Keeping him in subjuga-
tion. i

The fact that as long as the coloniza-
tion scheme has Dbeen agitated no
greater progress has been made would
tend to show that the mass of the
negroes have no desire to go to Liberia.
Certainly their condition and prospects
ig the United States are not such as o
endear this country to them, but the
Yailure of colonies of their race in
Mexico and elsewhers are not calen-
lated to enthuse them in any new
onterprise of the same nature.

. - .

Supposing though that, desvite these
obstacles, there is a considerable migra-
tion to Liberia, what will be the resuit?
In that new country, if it possesses the
nratural advantages it is by some said
to possess, those advantages yet being
free and unmonopolized, ang with self-
denial and perseverance; and under the
wise guidance of intelligent and self-
sacrificing leaders (of whom there are
few), it would be possible for them to
for a while enjoy a condition superior
to that they now possess in America.
But under a system of private holdings
in land, tools and capilal for how long
would their prosperity last? The his-
tory of the entire competitive system
answers: “Only until the workers have
developed the resources of the country
and bronght it to that point where they
begin to expect reward; at that point
the destructive influences of capitalism
are felt, and what seemed at the hegin-
ning destined to be a brilliant success
turns to a dismal failure.” The negro

is not so superior to or different from °

the whites, or the soil of Liberia so
fertile that he can build on old lines a
nation that will insure peace and pros-
perity to all its people when all similar
attempts in the hands of the whites
have been failures.
toil and effort wasted, the black man
will find himself in a condition the
exact counterpart of that from which he
strove to escape—he will have changed
from a master of white skin to one of
his own color. He will not have at-
tained the social recognition he was de-
nied in Amerlca, for social equality is
as impossible under an unequal indus-
trial system in Africa as in America. -
He will have become a wage-slave in
competition with his less skilled and
less intelligent native blacks of Africa,
with the chance that, instead of lifting
the latter, he will himself fall to their
level.
- . L

If then, we are decided that the
scheme of colonization is impractical,
and that the American negro's future
is indelibly linked with that of the
United States, it will be well that we as
Sdeialists examine his condition, sur-
roundings and prospects, for as u wage
worker the destiny of the negro is part
of our own.

L . L

The greatest obstacle to progress is
ignorance. Whether this results from
the negro’s inaptitude or from a delib-
erate and concerted effort on the part
of the ruling class to prevent his en-
lightenment, opinions will differ, but
the treatment accorded the Blair Edu-
‘cation bill by Southern legisiators when
that measure was pending in Congress
some' years ago, would support the
latter bellef.’ Another and not less
powerful obstacle in the way of Social-
ist progress will come, as may be ex-
pected. from the employers. . The negro
Jaborers are by their position and in-
stincts particularly dependent upon
their employers. Despite the freedom

the emancipation proclamation was .

supposed to confer, the ex-slaves are
now almost as much dependent upon

Then with years of

the property owners as they were be-
fore the war, for much the same con-
ditions of family life remain. ¥ree men
grow from childhood upon the planta-
tions their parents worked upon, and it
does not infrequently happen that a
negro is known, not by the surname of
his father, but by the name of the man
in whose employ he has remained the
longest. The employer promises a cer-
tain wage; the negro receives the bare
cost of his living, and at the end of the
vear figures usually show that he is in
debt. But this system of vassalage has
it must be admitted, points of favor:
The “captain” (for among the externals
changed by liberation are words:
“massa’ is gone, “captain™ ‘takes its
place), does not let his “niggers” starve
as do the Northern slave-owners, and
in case of sickness the employee has
medical attendance,
into troulile *“the captain’™ is there to
assist him out of it, and In other ways
sees after the well-being of his “'hands.”
But for this the negro pavs the whele
price; he gives his life, The negro is in
a measure loyal to his employer, and
the hold of the whites is strong upon
him. And the strongest hold® is the
negro’s ignorance. [ am reluctant to
state that the whites intentionaily mis-
treat the blacks; they «laim that their
object i§ to protect themselves from the
negro's ignorance.. This claim would
have more force if efforts were made
for education. It was only a few weehs
ago that a white musician who had been
employed by the members of a negro
band was brutally murdered by whites
because the teacher associated with
them even to the extent and for the
purpese he did. White men and women
who have come from the North have
frequently been forced to leave. Even
Southern white Republicans who have
organized the negroes have been boy-
cotted and socially ostracized.

Northern Comrades can judge from
this what must be the moral cournge
of him who attempts to orgunize So-
cialist Sections among the negroes,
Great as are the difficulties in the North
and West, greater still are they in this
Section, where ignorance and prejudice
are so much st ronger.

There is still another thing: The South
asyet is an agriculturnl Section, in
which the factory system is as yet in
its infancy, Large fortunes are nol
here held and there are not thouse prac-
t:cal examples that do so much in mak-
ing Socialists, This is the section in
which Mr. Bryan finds his most atten-
tive listeners to his illogical denunei-
ttions of trusts and combinations, and
it is here we find strongest those people
who think competition can live to the
Twentieth Century,

. . ..

Passing now from a review of the
past and present, let us survey the
future. We have seen that the South is
a section of bourgeois possessions and
aristoeratic pretensions, and possessing
feudal characteristics. All this is to be
changed. Capitalism is sweeping over
the country; no section is free from its
ravages. Opening of coal deposits was
one of the first steps, the establishment
of cotton factories was a second. This
will go on until the South will possess
no distinctive features, and with tlie
change will come enlarged opportun-
ities for the spread of Socialism,

Industrial . development even so. far
shows this. Among the textile workers
in the Carolinas and Georgia our prog-
ress Is gratifying, but in it again is the
negro question.

The only suggestion 1 can make is
that we make converts among the more
intelligent and honest negroes; furnish
them with means and literature, and
leave it to them to carry on the work
among their race.

It is my most firm belief that the only
solution of the negro question will be
found in Socinlism, and that with the
inpuguration of the Co-operative Com-
monwealth will end all petwy quarrels
of race, creed and nationality. The
negro is 4 wage-slave, and as such de-
serves -our thoughts and efforts.

J. HOWARD SHARP.

Greenfield, Tenn.

Good Counsel.

Comrades desiring to increase the
cireulation of THE PEOPLE and the
increase of Socialist understanding,
will, as election time comes on, ¢copy o
few names and adresses of registered
voters in their ward or precinct, then
mail a copy of THE PEOPLE each
week to these voters, and follow it up
after the lapse of a week or two by
making a call on the voters addressed,
talk to them on the issue and try to get
them to subscribe. This would cost
little and about half an hour of time a
week. Any Comrade is able to devote
that much to our cause. If the voter is
found unable to read English, try to
get him to subseribe for the Jewish,
Swedish, Italian or French or German
organ of our party.

Don’t only read this but follow it up
by action and you will be satisfied with
your efforts, C. CLAUS.

Malden, Mass.

A Correction,

Our attention has been called by sev-
eral readers to a misleading typo-
graphical mistake that crept into the
article: A word with the Citizen,” of
the 15th instant. There this passage
oceurs:

“The ‘Social Democrat’ pointedly
preaches the doctrine that political

power must PRECEDE economic
power."”

The passage should have read:

“The ‘Social Democrat’ pointedly
preaches the doctrine that political
power must FOLLOW economlic
power."

The whole context, however, points
out the error, and previous articles
quoting the “Social Democrat” pointed
out its false and anti-Socialist position
just in that it claims that political
power CAN NOT PRECEDE but must
FOLLOW economic power. The passage
was fully and correctly guoted both in
the article *So Seon?!", July . ., and the
error of the expression was fully eluci-
dated in the “Uncle Sam and Brotheg
Jonathan” of August 1,. where is was
shown that political had to and always
did precede economic power.

8. L P. Supplies.

Platforra and constitution, 50 cents
per 100. ;

Due cards, 40 cents yer 100.

Application cards, 40 cents per 100.

Address all orders for supplies to the
Secretary of the National Executive
Committee, Henry Kuhn, 184 Willlam
street, New York, N, Y.

‘Malkiel were absent, and excused,

If the negro gets |

PARTY NEWS.

Activity of Militant Soclalists East, West,

North and South,
SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE--Secrelary
Heury Kulin, 184 Willlam street, N. Y,

NATIONAL BOARD OF ArpEats—Secvelary M.
8. Hayes, 113 Champlain S, Clevelnmd, €O,

National Executive.

Meeting of August 24th, with Com-
rade Bennett in the chair. Furman and
The
financial report for the week ending
August  21st  showed receipts 1o the
amount of $17.55; expenditures, $37.70;
deficit, $20.15,

The Danish-Norwegian Socialist paper
“Arbejderen,” of Chicago, ll., having
complied with eertain stipulations of
the National Executive Commitiee re-
garding its editorial control, is recog-
nized as an ofticial organ’of the S. L. P.,
and the secretdry is instructed to so
notify the manager of the paper.

Charters were granted for new Sec-
tions 1 Beldler, Navarre aud Zanes-
ville. Ohio; Edwardsdale, Pa. and Ver-
sailies, Ind. The following Sections
have been reorganized: Shawnee and
Glouster, Ohio, and Peoria. 111, No. 2.

HENRY STAHL, Rec. Secy. pro tem.

) Connecticut,

NEW BRITAIN., Conn., August 15.—
Section New Britain held an open air
meeting  last night, with Comrade
Mercer, of Bridgeport, as speaker. It
Was & success in every way, the au-
dience being very large and atfentive,
and the address on the whole very good,
A numbér of questions were-asked and
answered by the speaker in o masterly
way, the answers evoking spontaneous
applanse” every time. We have also
distributed 500 leafiets and sold ten
“Merrie England's,'” both leaflets and
books all we had on hand.

The undersigned closely studied the
crowd during the whole time of the
meeting, and is convinced more than
ever that the future, and the near one,
too, belongs to the Sociallst Labor
party, some so-called opposion cranks
and renegades to the contrary notwith-
standing. .

I may also add that Comrade Mercer,
who is neither a leader nor a profes-
sional speaker, but u common soldier
in the Socialist Labor party, showed by
his address that our rank and file have
a firmer grasp of Socialism and of the
great problem to be solved than all the
shining luminaries of the Social Demoe-
racy . combined, the Executive Council,
and, I'make bold to say, Mr, Debs him-
self, taken in the lot. Let the Jewish
Comrades of npeighborag  Harvtford,
mislead by unsernpulous persons, . be-
come traitors and rencgades to their
purty: let them organize (they have

“done it last week), into a branch of the

Social Democracy, and spend thelr {lme,
energy and havd-earned pennies in try-

ing to build up a party that bears all the .

marks of an abortion on its face, and
has neither past nor future; I say, let
the Jewish Socialists of Hartford act
the way they do—their disappointment
is sure to be very bitter, The Jowish
Comrades of New Britain, who compose
the bulk of the Section here, know
better than that, The Socialist Labor
party is THE PARTY for them.  lis
experience is world-wide, and it flatly
refuses to raise its structure on any-
thing else but the solld rock of facis
and science; the men who stand at its
helm will have for their guide nothing
elge but the maps laid out by the master
minds of the century, and thus guurd it
from being wrecked In the turbulent
waters of American politics; its plat-
form is clear and its past is unstained,
and wherever it gets & foothold it grad-
ually gains the respect of ail decent and
fair-minded people. :
Onward, Comrades!
Jewish! Pull to the shore with all your
might on the safe bark of the Socinlist
Labor purty. Land is in sight. L
M. GOLDSMITH, Organizer,

Mussachusetts,

BOSTON, August 22.—Boston Amer-
fcan Section holds its next regular
meeting Wednesday, September 1st, at
8 p. m.. at Carlton Hall, 45 Eliot street,

Special business. Report of organizer
on the arrest and trinl of . Comrade
Martha Moore Avery and business ap-
pertaining thereto,

No meeting will be held the first Mon-
day in September as it falls upon Lubor
Day.

New Jersey.

ELIZABETH, August 23.—The meet-
ing of the Elizabeth Section, 8. 1. P.,
was held August 11th in the new head-
quarters, No. 306 Elizabeth avenue,
Comrade Hirstein in the chair.  An
agreement between the American and
Gierman Sections on consoldation was
read and adopted. The Section: will
hold {ts regular meeungs the first

Wednesday in the month, next meeling .

being September 1st. i
New York.
To the Sections of Westchester County:
Seéction Yonkers proposes to the var-
ions Sections of Weatchester County
that a County Committee meeting shall
be held in Yonkers on Monday, Septem-

ber 6Gth (Labor Day), to devise some '

plan for effective agitation throughout
the county. I

The Sections are invited to elect three
delegates to sald convention, which is
proposed to be held In the forenoon of
Labor Day.

Comrade Charles Matchett will speak
in Getty Square on the forenoon abont
11 o'clock, and the delegates should try
and come in time to hear him. f

Send names of delcgates eleeted to
FredNBe‘nnelt, 120 Oliver avenue, Yonk-
ers, N. Y.

To the Assembly Districts, Wards and
Branches of Section Greater New
York, 8. L..P.:

Pursuant to the call of the Nationa!

Secretary of the 8. L. P., the above or-

‘ganizations are requested to nominate .

a candidate to fill the vacancy of Com-
rade Moore on the National Exec-
utive Committee. Please send in such,
nominations made either to the under-
signed or to ¥. Kuhn, 184
street, New York, not later than Aug.

31st,
L. ABELSON, Organizer,

Socialist Labor party of Greater New

York, 64 E. 4th steet, New York.
PEEKSKILL, N. Y.—Section Peeks-

“kill will hold an open air meeting on or

about Labor Day. In spite of all disad-

vantages this Section grows; in spite of

Hmmien and :

Willlam -
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13
the cioge vigilance of the capitalists and
their servants, the Republicap and
Democratic politicians, this Section
gains In membership and will surely
dotible the vote of last year. Since
Comrade Hickey visited this village and
organized the Section we have gained
five new members.

i CHAS. ZOLOT, Organizer.

The regular monthly meeting of the
General Committee of Sectlon Greater
New York, S, L. P,, will take place on
Saturday, August 28th, at 8 p. m., at the
Labor Lyceum, 64 East 4th street, New
York.
i Brooklyn.

Primaries of the Socialist Labor party
to nominate candidates for Councilmen,
three in each Council District, the 6th,
7th and 8th respectively, will be held as
follows: ;

..« Thursday, September 2, § p. m.

2th Council District, comprising the
7th, 9th, 20th, 22d, 23d, 24th, 26th, 29th
and 32d Wards of Brooklyn, will meet
on the above date at Lohman'd Park,
corner of Liberty avenue and Wyona
street. .

. “Phursday, September 2, 8 p. m. !

$th Council District, comprising the
16t, 2d, 8d, 4th, 5th, Gth, 8th, 10th, 11th,
12th, 20th and 31st Wards of Brooklyn,
will meet on the above date at 208
Columbia street, Brooklyn. e

Friday, September 3d, 8 p. m.

6th Counecil District, comprising the
“15th, 14th, - YGth, 17th, 18th, 19th,
o1at, 26th, 27th and 28th Wards, will
fueet on the ahove date at the Hrooklyn
Labor Lyceum, 949-955 Willoughhy ave-
nue,

-Members of the Soclalist Labor party
reslding in the Borough of Brooklyn
ghould not fall to attend their respec-
tive Council District Primaries.

For the City Executive Committee of
Sectlon Greater New York, 8. L. P,

1T L. ABELSON, Organizer.

! Ohio.

. CANAL DOVER, August 16.—Satur-
day Comradé B, F. Keinard, of New
York, rodg into Dover on his wheel, anil
in the evening we had o most success-
fu} meeting. It hdd been well adver-
tised, and the occasion was most
nu'pi)lclo,us‘tn a good stirring speech.

. After announcing why he was out,
Cowrade Keinaro sailed in and demon-
sirated heyond question the superiority
of the Soclalist Labor party’s argument
gver all party entangling propaganda,

r the' course of his address he was in-
térrupted by a questioner, who wanted
ta.know how Sociallsm was to be
brought about. Keinard was about tc
request the man to say a little more on
the point- he had raised, but the
audlence objected in a peremptory man-
ner, yelling: ‘“We want to hear you; go
on.’  He did so, and expiained the ques-
ig;li fully and to everybody's satisfac-
tion, winding up with'a story from the
1epertory of “Jim" Hickey. He had his
auditors In thorough enthusiasm and
gopd humor. Signatures to place our
ticket on the ballot were given liberally,
The Mayor, who sympathizes with us,

ind- who promised to keep all street

kirs off the thoroughfare when Kein-
exd poke, was among the first to sign.
The crowd then followed, and we got
& goodly number of names,

To-night, the 16th, we hold a meeting
at New Philadelphia, where we enter-
‘tain hopes of getting a Section together.
Miners in the country towns have been
notified, and will bring the mining con-
tingent to hear us. Afterwards Keinard
speaks at Hicksville, below hehe, and
hopes to do well, as it is a railway
centre of some note.

Ohbio 18 a great field—the third in in-
dustries and the scene of Coxey's big
vate. The Pops are coming around, and
will rapidly fill up our growing move-
ment, Already men who enthused over

ryan are getting their eyes open to the

xtent that he again will never get their

(¥
e are hopeful; we are doing nobly
all over. But for Intimidation at Dover
we would have as good a Section as any
in the Buckeye State,
ALBERT RUGG.

“Pennsylvania.
OPENING OF THE CAMPAIGN.

A grand ratification meeting of the
Soclalists of Philadelphia will be held
at the Labor Lyceum, 6th street, above
Brewn street, on Saturday, August 28th,
at § p. m, Addresses are 1o be delivered
by Comrades Lucien Sanial, Socialist

sominee for Mayor of New York, Fred -

‘W, Long, Ernst Kreft and J. Mahlon
Barnes,
By order of Section Philadelphia, S.

>

! Attention, Pennsylvania.
"The Soclalist voters of Pennsylvania
are urgently requested to make unusual
- effort In the collection of signatures
this year.

- The time for the collection of names
on. our nomination papers has been.
shortened by the amendment of the
Election Laws by the last Legislature,
and the number of names necessary this
year is grealer than ever beforé—about

ye signatures must be secured on

official papers, which will be promptly
§ fed Uy the Secretary of the State
Committee, F. M. Gessner, 2516 Siduney
st Pittsburg, Pa.

* 'Write immediately for them, as the
‘time'l¥ getting short, and every name
will- bo-neaded. -- Every Soclalist is re-
lied ou to-do his duty.

For the Pennsyivania State Commit-

tee,  F. M. GESSNER, Organizer.

Daily People Minor Bund.

Prev : ed......$1.759.03
Louis g f

3t T S
Workm‘n‘conlum:u‘hﬂoclu-
tion, Brooklyn. N. Y.........

Alm#er.‘:}'lqu.q.ke, llnsl.-- .l.uib

I i S T T
Fin. Secy.

PARLIAMENTS OF LABOR.

General Executive Board, 8. T. & L. A.

At the session of the General Exéecu-
tive Board the committee which invest-
igated the grievance Dbetween the
Musical Alliances, recommended that
they form a Local Joint Executive
Board under tne jurisdiction of the G,
E. B., and to thus settle whutever griev-
ances may arise. That part of the rule
which prohibits members from work-
ing with other members of Alliance
Unions must be stricken out. The re-

port was adopted and the General Sec- |

retary appointed to arrange the meet-
ing. -

Pursuant to a letter from Tailors’
Prog. Union No. 1, said union was in-
structed to prefer charges to D. A. No. 2.

Jewish Chorus Union opposed the
granting of a label to the Pressmen and
Feeders' Union. The chairman ruled
that according to a resolution adopted
at the recent convention, all unions ap-
plying for a label will receive same.
Furthermore, that the Delegate S.
Lehrer, of said union, was present at
the convention and did not oppose the
request at that time. . .

H. Fox, No. 207 West 133d street,
wrote requesting a loan of $5,000 or
$10,000 at 6 per cent. He would give his
house ag security. This was filed until
the G. E. B. goes into the real estate
business, ;

D. A, No, 10, Boston, resolved to de-
mand the expulsion of  the Jewish
Branch, S.' l. P. Referred to the
National Executive of the S, L. P.

Swedish Machinist Union announeed
that it was unable at present to affiliate
with 1, A. No. 2, Lut would do so in the

near future, Was referred to D. A,
No. &,
It was reported from TFall River,

Mass,, that though the weavers called
themselves progressive, they were still
aping the “pure and simple.” An at-
tempt should be made though to organ-
ize a Loeal Alliance,

Cigarmakers' Alliance, Chicago, re-
quested permission to accept some: 500
cigarmakers, The General Secretary re-
ported that he had telegraphed that if
D. A. No. 1 endorsed the request the G.
E. 1. would act. Action endorsed. .

Charter applications were received
from and granted to Vestmakers' Union,
Branch 2, New York; Lasters’ Union of
Greatér New York, Brooklyn; Cloth
Hat and Cap Makers’ Alliance, Boston,
Mass. This makes 12 District Alliances
and 124 Local Alliances.

A copy of the “Brauer Zeitung,” dated
August 14th, was presented. In it were
the usual rowdy attacks and an article
clipped from the San Francisco “Tage-
blatt,” denouncing THE PEOPLE for
criticising the Debs Social. Democracy.
In another part of the paper, which is
cailed a Socialistic paper by Weiss-
mann, the editor, “J. L. F.," appeals to
the deluded brewery workmen to join
the Debs movement. The most in-
famous and virulent article though ap-
pears ‘on the last poge, and is copied
from the “American Federationist.”
After a discussion on this subject it was
decided to elect a committee to draw up
resolutions and present a copy to the
National Executive of the S. L. P.,
showing that the time had come to take
energetie steps to prevent that paper
from aiding the capitalist class, in
whose interest it is clearly conducted.

The General Secretary was instructed
{o arrange a conference between the
Carl Sahm Club, Bill Posters’  Union,
Chorus Union, Pressmen and Feeders'
Union, Prog. Typographical Union and
the Arbeiter Zeitung Publishing ‘As-
sociation.

It was reported that the D. A's of
Greater New .Yark had elected the fol-
lowing representatives to formr the
Local Joint Executive Board: D. A. No.
1, Ernest Bohm, August Waldinger, C.
Finkenstedt; D. A. No. 2, Abraham
Shapiro, Joseph Schlossberg.” Louis
Pomerantz; D. A, No. 3, Hugo Vogt, F.
Grube, J. Ruhbak: D. A. No. 49, Daniel
Deleon, Lewis Eckstein, C. Rathkofr,

The next meeting will be held on

Wednesday, September 1, at 8 p. m., at

64 East 4th street,

D. A, No. 1,
(CEXTRAL LABOR FPEDERATION OF N. Y.)

Delegate G. Wohl, of the Progressive
Typographical Union, was chairman at
last Sunday's meeting of the N. Y.
Central Labor Federation, D. A. No. 1,
S. T. & L. A,, and delegdte C. Amady, of
the Furriers’ Union, was vice-chair-
man. |

A credential from the Carl Sahm.Club
for J, Hausmann was approved.

The Arbitration Committee reported
that it called upon the American Brew-
ing Co. in behalf of the members of the
United Engineers’ Union No. 1, there
employed. President John C. Baetjer
declared that he signed the contracts of
all the unions in a bunch, and that if he
signed a contract of an Engineers'
Union whose members were not em-
ployed at the brewery he had made a
mistake. In a letter, President John C.
Baetjer announced that he had spoken
with the engineers at his place, and was
informed by them that they were mem-
bers of the United Engineers No. 1. The
report of the said union, which met on
Saturday evening, corresponded with
the statement made, and hence the
committee’'s report and action was
adopted and endorsed.

Ind, Bakers' Union, Branch 2, reported
gaining new members. They protest
adgainst members of other unions re-
porting for them.

United Engineers’ Union No. 1 re-
ported relative to its members employed
at the American Brewing Co., and that
they claimed never having “intended
Joining another Engineers’ Union.

German Waiters' Union No. 1 reported
that the Bartenders' Union No. 1 h
adver -in the “World™ for bar
tendérs, and such action did bt show
solidarity. The Waiters' Union had al-
ways, when bartenders were needed, ip-
plied to said Bartenders' Union No. 1.
‘The union furthermore announced that
Mr. Pfiatz, proprietor of Ebling's Casino,
had locked out its members and em-

tr

v

ployed members of the Germania
Waiters' Prot. Ass. American Federa-
tion in preference. The German Wait-
ers’ Union No. 1 had been employed -at
the place for ten years, and suddenly
Mr. Pflatz had evinced a wonderful
partiality for the Am. Fed. of Labor.
This was referred to the Arbitration
Committee to report in detail next Sun-
day, so that action can be taken at once.

Carl Sahm Club reported that its dele-
gate Hausmann was not instructed to
agitate against the Pressmen and Feed-
ers and Prog. Typographical Union,
They desired to remain neutral in the
fight. Delegates Waldinger, Bohm and
Woh!l were elected a commitiee to at-
tend their next meeting, Tuesday, 11
a. m,, at 64 East 4th street, and among
other things conyey to the said
organization the information that
the Hebrew-American Typographical
Union was expelled from the S, T, &
L. A, for insubordination.

Furriers’ Union reported that the
Jewish Branch had held a very success--
ful meeting on Saturday and gained
numerous members.

Waiters' Alliance Liberty reported
that it had resolved to appeal from the
decision of the C. L. F. relative to or-
ganizing the Coffee House Waiters to
the G. E. B. They increased the initin-
tion fee from $1 to $3.

Bohemian Butchers' Union reported
that they settled a grievance with Boss
Korn, of East 70th street. i

Section Greater New York desired in-
formation if  Wendell's  Assembly
Rooms and Fort George were union
places, which question was answered in
the affirmative,

Bohemian Typographical “ Union re-
ported that the *“Hlas Lidu” had
adopted the lalel, and should be sup-
ported by all progressive organizations,
On Thursday this union will participate
in the demonstration of the Bohemian
Butchers® Union.

Progressive Typographical Union re-
ported having organized three shops,
two ih New York and one in Brooklyn.,

The
ical Union is sending committees to the
progressive  unions dnd protesting
against the 8. T. & L. A. They have
arranged a mass meetling on Thursday
evening at New Irving Hall, at which
Miller, Barondess and others of that ilk
will spout.

Pressmen and Feeders' Union organ-
ized three shops. The union resolved to
attend the Labor Day picnie of the C. L.
I. in a body. Officers will be elected on
Thursday.

It was announced that a conference of
representatives of labor organizations
would be held at St. Louis, Mo., on Mon-
day, August 30, on behalf of the striking
mine workers, and that it would be well
ifthe G. E. B, S. T. & L. A. could send
a representative to attend. It was re-
solved to request the General Secretary
of the 8. T. & L. A. to call a special
meeting of the G. E. B. in reference to
this matter, and also urge immediate
action in the Ebling Casino case.

It was resolved to request B. Feigen-
baum to attend the next meeting of the
C. L. F., and prove his assertions rela-
tive to scabs.

All delegates are urgently requested
to attend the meecting this Sunday at
2:30 p. m., at 64 East 4th street, as very
important business is to be transacted,

Soclalist Tracts.

Price of the following Tracts and
Party Platforms $1.50 per thousand:
1. “What shall we do to be saved?” A
 Sermon to workingmen, by Henry
Kuhn,
2. "Socialism,” by Willlam Watkins,
3. “Why American workingmen should
be Socialists,” by H., G. Wilshire,
4. “Social Effects of Machinery,” by
Frank W. Cotton. 1
6. “Socialism.” Extracts culled from
lRol(;ert Blatchford’'s “Merrie Eng-
and."”

6. “A Plain Statement of Facts,” by
Hugo Vogt.

7. “Middle Class Municipalization and
the Municipal’ Programme of the

Soclalist Labor Party,"”

8. "The Platform of the Socialist La-
hor Party" (with comments in the
following languages. four pages:
English, German, French, Italian,
Slavish and Jewish.

9. “The Firebrand.” A humorous co-

medy in one act, (Adapted from the

German.) Price 1 cent per copy. 1,000

copies $5.00,

“Reform or Revolution,” by Daniel

DeLeon. 5 cents a copy.

Send your order to

New York Labor News Co.,
64 East 4th street, New York, N. Y.

10.

To the Sections of theS. L. P. in Greater
. New York.

The Sections of the S. L. P. located
within the territory. of the Greater New
York are hereby called upon to make
nominations for one member of the
National Executive Committee, in place
of Comrade John H. Moore, of Branch
Northfield, who has resigned. The
nominations should be sent to the
undersigned not later than Tuesday,
A‘lll‘tmll{s“t' and they will then be sub-
mitted for a general vote of t -
ul!;! o he afore

y order of the National Exec
Committee, S. L. P. : e

HENRY ‘KUHN, Secy,

T~~_;l-lmn-y of the
20th Assembly District of Kings
WEDNESDAY, September 1st, In

© " Primary of the
6th- COUNCILMANIC DISTRICT
of the City of New York,
Comprising the 13, 14, 18, 16, 1%, 18,19, 21, 95, 97
and 28 Wards in the BOROUGH of BROOKLYN

on FRIDAY, Sept. 3d, at 8 P, M., at the
Labor Lyceum. ™

Hebrew-American Typograph--

Xoch's Hall, Humbnrg Ay, & Harman Str.
. atsP. M. 8

Annual Picnic and Summernight’s Festival
CENTRAL LABOR FEDERATION

D. A. No.1,8. T. £ L. A.)
ety S liatn

LABOR DAY, Monday, Sept. 6,
at J. NOLL'S SCHUETZEN PARK, Boston Road, near 169th Str.

Prize shooting and Prize bowling—Fire works—Balloon ascensinn, ¢te.—A large handsome
banner will be presented to that Organization which is numerically best represented in the Park
ut 6 P. M.. and a large Silver Goblet to that Orzavization which hasxsold the most tickets, ;
Take Second or Third Avenne Elevated Railroml or Surface Cars and get off at 166th St.
West s Trolley direct to the Park., i 286

TICKETS, admit Gentleman and Lady, 25 centa, THE COMMITTEE.

THE DAILY PEOPLE

$50,000 FUND.

e
Amount Pledged down to August 24th, 1897.

$4,565.

The following amounts have been pald down to Augnst 2ith, Inel.:

Praviounly soBuowlodgen.. ... . iieiciissosstronan snsvissnsiasnsasns

W. O. Halle, Albany, N Y., $10; Saw Jolnsou, St. Paunl, Minn
Brooklyn, N. Y., #; Germun Comrades, New Bedfond, Mass., $100,

TOLAL, cccivrecraisacsinsnanvenssrnnsinnssnntanasavase Sronasosossssssanrinsonssssasons $1815.90

EW"_ Pledgers will please keep in mind the dates on wlich thelr paymenta fall due, as per
printed lst, and remit promptly. If any error appears on the list, correot with equal prompt-
ness. ‘

THE DAILY PEOPLE COMMITTEE.
184 Willlam St., N. Y.

L. 3169090

125.00

LIST LABOR PARTY

S0GIAL
UNTED STATES OF AMERICA

The Soclalist Labor Party of the United States, in Convention assembled,
re-asserts the inalienable right of all men to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.

With the founders of the American republic we hold that the purpose: of
government s to secure every citizen in the enjoyment of his right; but in
the light of our social conditions we hold, furthermore, that no such right ecan
be exercised under a system of economic inequality, essentially destructive
of life, of liberty and of happiness.

With the founders of this republic we hold that the true theory of politics
is that the machinery of government must be owned and controiled by the
whole people; but in the light of our industrial development we hold, further-
more; that the true theory of cconomics is that the machinery of production
must likewise belong to the people in common,

" To the obvions fact that onr despotic system of economics is the direct
opposite of our democratic system of politics; can plainly be traced the exist-
ence of a privileged class, the corruption of government by that class, the
alienation of public property, public franchises and public functions to that
class, and the abject dependence of the mightiest of nations upon that class.

Again, through the perversion of democracy to the ends of plutocracy,
labor is robbed of the wealth which it alone produces, is denled the means
of self-employment, and, by compulsory idleness in wage slavery, is even
deprived of the necessaries of life.

Human power and natural forces are thus wisted, that the plutocracy may
rule,

Ignorance 'and misery, with all their concomitant evilg, are perpetuated,
that the people may be kept in bondage. :

Science and invention are diverted from their humane purpose to the
enslavement of women and children.

Against such a system the Socialist Labor Party once more enters its
protest. Once more it reiterates its fundamental declaration that private
property in the natural sources of production and in the instruments of
labor is the obvious cause of all economic servitude and political dependence,

The time is fast coming when, in #f'e natural cause of social evolution,
this system, through the destructive action of its failures and crisis on the
one hand, and the constructive tendencies of its trusts and other capitalistic
combinations on the other hand, shall have worked out its own downfall.

We, therefore, call upon the wage workers of the United States, and
upon all other honest citizens, to organize under the banner of the Socialist
Labor Party into a class-conscious body, aware of its rights and determined
to conquer them by taking possession of the public powers; so that, held
together by an indomitable spirit of solidarity under the most trying con-
ditions of the present class struggle, we may put a summary end to that
barbarous struggle by the abolition of classes, the restoration of the land
and of all the means of production, transportation and distribution to the
people as a collective body, and the substitution of the Co-operative Com-
mon wealth for the present state of planless production, individual war and
social diserder; a common wealth in which every worker shall have the free-
exercise and full benefit of his faculties, multiplied by all the modern factors of

civilization,
RESOLUTIONS.

With a view to immediate improvement in the condition of labor we
present the following demands:

1. Reduction in the hours of labor In proportion to the progress of
production.

2. The United States to obtain possession of the mines, railroads, canals,
telegraphs, telephones and all other means of public transportation and
communication; the employes to operate the same co-operatively under con-
trol of the Federal government and to elect their own superior officers, but
no employe shall be discharged for political reasons.

3. The municipalities to obtain possession of the local railroads, fer-
ries, water works, gas works, electric plants and all industries requiring
muupicipal franchises; the employes to operate the same co-operatively under
control of the municipal administration and to elect their own superior
officers, but no employe shall be discharged for political reasons,

4. The public lands to be declared inalienable, Revocation of all land grants
to corporations or individuals, the conditions of which have not been com-
plied with,

6. The United States to have the exclugive right to issue money.

- 6. Congressional legislation providing for the scientific management of
forests and waterways, and prohibiting the waste of the natural resources
of the country.

l'I. Inventions to be free to all; the inventors to be remunerated by the
nation. ;

8. Progressive Income tax and tax on inheritances; the smaller incomes
to be exempt.

9. School education of all children under fourteen years of age to be
compulsory, gratuitous and accessible to all by public assistance in meals,
clothing, Looks, etc., where necessary.

10. Repeal of all pauper, tramp, conspiracy and sumptuary laws. Un-
abridged right of combination,

11. Prohibition of the employment of children of school age and the em-
ployment of female labor in occupations detrimental to health or morality,
Abolition of the convict labor contract system.

12, Employment of the unemployed by the public authorities (county,
city, state and nation).

13. All wages to be paid in lawful money of the United States. Equaliza-
tion of woman's wages with those of men where equal service is performed.

14. Laws for the protection of life and limb in all occupations, and an
efficient employers’ lability law.

15. The peonle to have the right to propose laws and to vote upon all
measures of importance, according to the referendum principle,

16. Abolition of the veto power of the Executive (national, state and mu-
nicipal), wherever it e

17. Abolition " of the United States Senate and all
Gt 4 upper legislative

18, Municipal self-government. 1

19. Direct vote and secret ballots in all elsctions. Universal and equal
right of suffrage without regard to color, creed or sex. days to be
legal holidays. The principle of proporticnal representation to be introduced.

20. All public officers to be subject to recall by their i
el 1 ' § y respective consti.

21, Uniform eclvil and ecriminal law througbout the Uniled States,

:d::tfnlstmtlon of justice to be free of churge. Abolition of capital punish-
@

\

| JOHN OERIER'S

Grand Labor Day Pic-Nic

Sl Yo o, U,

MONDAY, September Gth,

TICKETS 10 cents, Chil y
Games and Prizes for (‘luldr‘:ll:,'.'I h?"

The Boston Scand. Secial Democratic (Tay

Will arrance its Fourth Grand Picnje fg
Ao Grove, Roxbnry, on Labor
Monday, Sept. 6th, '97, from 10 A, M. u,“
M. Specches in Enclish and Swedish—Singing
by the Scandinayian Soc. Democratio Chorse
Sportsand Gamesof different Kinds with Priz
et —=Dancing from 2 to v P, M.—Good l).,..-,.‘
Music--Luneh and Beverages in sutficient guan.
tittes will be provided for=Tickets for Gentle.
men 3 Cra.—For Ladies 35 Cta.—Children urdey
12 years frve—Take' Old Heath St or Jamatey
Plain Cars 1o Awory Strect.

.,‘

United Jonrneymen Tatlors Union of . Y,

Custom Tallors of New York, are you satis-
fled with the presont cowdition of onr tride and |
the StArVIUZ Wages You receive!

11 not, come* 1o the conference weeting whieh
is called by the above named Union on

Monday, Aug. 30, at 216 E. 41st St,
S P. M., where our ‘m-n-m comlition will he
tharoughly discussed and all tailors admitted
free of charge, —THE COMMITTEE, P

e

Standing advertisementa of Trades Unions
and other Societies (ot exceeding five linos)
will be inserted under this heading heroafter ag
the rate of £5.00 per aunumn,

Organizations should not lose such au o pore
tunity of advertising their places of wee nys,

c.rl Sahm Club (Musicians Union,)
Meetings every Tnesday at 10 a. N, ated
East 4th strect, Now York Labor Lyceum.
Business Secretary: Frel, 383
entral Labor Federation of New Yo
Colsr e T Tpdentiod ot Wew Yok

‘At 250 every .ﬂuudny'nvu-rmmu al 64 East éth |

street, New York Citv,  All bona-fide trade and
labor Unions shonld be represented,  Commme
uications are to be sent to the corresponding
Secretary, Ernest Bolig, 64 Eust €U street,
New York Clty. y

Cinrmnkan' Progressive International |
Union No. 80. Oftive and Employment
Buresc: 6 Hast dth street~District 1 (Bohe- &
mian), 324 FEast 7151 streel, every Saturday ot $
1 me==Distriet 11 (Germang, at 318 Forsyth St.,
weels every Satnnday at 8 o Distriet 11,
weets Gt 1027 aver A Suturduy st 8 p.
e District 1V vis al 342 We 2ol Mireet,
every Satunlay i =The Buand of Super-
Visors invels every Tuesdiy of 12 dod avenne,
wby o e

Emplre City Lodge (Muchinists), mweets
every Wednesday ovening at the Labor
Lyceum, ¢4 East 4th street,

273 Secretary: HENRY ZINCK. i

Gormnn Waiters' Union of New York,
Ofice: 388 Bowery, Umon Haull, 18t floor,
Meetiugs every Friday st 4 p. m. Board of
Supervisors meets every Wednesduy ut 4 p. ‘a“u{

at the same hall,
Musical Protective Allinnce No. 1028,
M D A 49,8 T. &L

- S 8. T, o Aoy llrmlquuner;

} E. 4th street. Meetings every Friduy at 18
lei
u

SuLion Essex County, S. L. P,, meets

the first Sunday in each month at § p. m. i
the hall of “Essex County Socialist Club," 78
Springtield Ave., Newark, N. J. i

SIundincvhln Section, 8. L, P. Meets
2ad and 4th Sunday of every month ‘t.k:

o'¢lock a, w, ut Schuler's Hall, 251-258 Kagl

St, New York City, Subscripiion orders Taken

for the Scand. Soclwlist Weukly, SCAND, AM,

ARBETAREN.

s«;clnllnt Science Club, S, L. P., 34th
35th A D. S. E. Cor, of 30 Av. gind 19t

o'clock noon, © Fred, Havtmeun, Pres;
Woll, corr. See'y, Resldence, 178 E 4t 8t

St. o Open every evening,
meeting eviory Friduy.

Regular basiness

Upho!-tonr-' Union of New York and
Vicinity. Meots 2d apd 4th Tuesds
evening ut the Lubor lﬁwum. G4 Kast 4th 8
Secretary, Carl Anders, 22 Eust 3rd street.

: WORKMEN’S

Furniture Fire Insurance,

Organized 1872, Membership 10,000,
Principal Organization, New York and
Vicinity.

OrricE: 64 E. d1h 88, OPFICE ROURS, dally
except Sundays and holidays, from, 1 to'#
o'clock P. M.

Braxcures:  Yookers, Troy, Binghamton,
Gloversvilie, Elmira, N. Y.

Paterson, Newurk, Ellzabeth, South River
Pasaale, N, J.

Boston, Holyoke, Mass,

New Haven aid Waterbury, Conn.

Luzeru and Altoonu, Pa. 2

Arbelter Kranken. und Sterbe-Kasse
flr die Ver, Staatan von Amerika.

—

‘ WORKMEN'S
Slok and Death Benefit Fund of the
United States of America.

The above soclety was founded in the year 18584
imbued with the spirit of solldarity -5
socialist thonght. Its numerical (ut presamd
composed of 149 local branches with more thas
l!!.Ol‘)g male m;mbcn) is rl;pl‘cll‘ly increasing amcag
n who bel e pri of
modern labor movement. Workingmen between 18
z;ﬂymotrm&hummwm
y o e branc upon went of &
of $4.00 for the first class um.w for the second
class. Members belonging to the first clase sre en-
titled $0 & mick bensfit of $9.00 for 40 weeks and of
$4.50 for muother 40 weeks wether continuons
with interrup Meml bel o l:
second class rocelve mnder the ssme clrounstanoes
sud length of time $..00 and $3.00 rospectively. A

‘burial beuefit of $250,00 is grantsd for every miem
ot

madabere Detwoun I8 554 05 Foste v aee Lo

an: of be
mitted to the burisl bensfit apon mw d..l.
deposit for $1.00. Monthly tazes are levied
whs where

to expenditures. In ciliss and to
& Dew hnnohmbotomalz

i

exists,
workingmen in good bealth, and wmen
the wbove named principles are lnvited to do so,

Address all comimunications to Huwxy [N
m 2 9627 3xd Ave., Room 83, Hew

" T ——
BROOKLYN

LABOR LYCEUM,

949-9585 Willoughby Av.
(Formerly 61-63 Myrtle Street.)

Meeting Rooms. Large Hall for Ma
Books open for Halln snd PI:N‘I‘::“.“

Workmen ! Patronize Your Own Home!

DR. C.L. FURMAN,

DENTIST, 180
121 SCHERMERMORN 8T., BROOKLVI'!,_I;V_.
HILLKOWITZ & HILLQUIT,

Attorneys at Law,
320 Broadway, Roow.s 13141316,
Steam

Printing.

‘87 Frankfoit Street 87
Cor. Pearl St.,
Franklin Square E. R, K. Stat'on

rders will be taken at 116 E. 8th street, betw
Avenus A und First Ave., New York City. 41

L. Goldmabn's Printing Ofice,

oor. New Chambers snd William Sts, -

"l'be. —rec;elp-t":f:«;aniple copy of this
paper is an invitation to subscribe,
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