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eries of the Masses are Rather
ncreasing than Diminishing, in

- Spite of the Parrot Cries

~of Prosperity

LINDED BY FALSE PATRIOTISM

——

‘Labor Class Advancing to Knowledge that
ANl Commodities are but Crystal- ~
i lized Forms of Labor

By Charles Trench

Clear proofs are not wanting that
the working classes are, at length, seri-
ous and earnest in their determination
“to claim a better share in the moral and
‘material inheritance of the human race.
¢ masses of wage earners distingt-
perceive that, notwithstanding the
‘enormous development of industry and
national wealth, the miseries of the
‘masses are rather increasing than di-
_minishing in spite of the parrot cries of
‘prosperity which subsidized newspapers
“and knavish politicians are now dinning
into the heads of the people.

Though we are incessantly reminded
from pulpit, press, and platform that
pital and labor are inseparable, and
that Socialism must be a foolhardy leap
in the dark, still incontrovertible evi-

‘try, on a large scale, and with all the
‘apliances of modern science, can be
‘carried on without the assistance of cap-
italist masters. There are, for example,
337 different kinds of industries and in-
stitutions in the civilized world which
e managed and owned by the people;
54 governments in Europe own their
own railways; 68 governments own
their telegraphs, and 25 their own sav-
ings banks! :

" These are impressive, as well as in-
structive, figures, and serve to show
w we are duped and besotted by
shams and swindles which a large ma-
rity of the people are taught to be-
eve are necessary for the well-being of
r so-called ‘“glorions institutions.”
The fact of the matter, my friends, is
that many of you are so blinded by vain
ry and false patriotism that you can-

of knaves that are taking the bread out
f your mouths and the clothes off your
backs. Though the fact is too obvious
to require illustration, still T will repeat,
or the hundredth time, that, with the
development of the capitalistic system,
nachinery is more and more perfected,
~mlhat improved devices render human
labor superfluous, throwing it out of em-
loyment and exposing the wage earn-
‘ers to inforced idleness and destitution.
the mechanism improves, the pro-
ive power of industry increases, and
ntinuously tends to exceed the de-
ds of the market. Hence come the
eriodical gluts and overstocked ware-
uses, brought about by overproduic-
tion. . Weé all know the dreadful results
that follow in the wake of cut-downs,
ut-downs, and industrial stagnation.
' The manufacturers, having accurini-

L afford to cheerfully wait for better times,
 but their poor white slaves are often
smpelled to face famine and-all its ac-
npanying horrors.
It must be, therefore, obvious from
premises that a revolution ar_xd the
ntroduction of an entirely new indus-
rial system, based upon the principles
Socialism, are imperatively necessary
prevent the moral and physical ruin
our whole industrial population.
Just look, my friends, at the _industnal
nddle which threatens us with a tre-

1 We behold at this very hour cap-
ic appropriators of the product of
r contending desperately for the
sion of the markets, without sys-
¢ regard to market requirements.
‘competitor strives to secure 2
according to the dictates of his
interests. He accordingly endeav-
overreach his rival by adultera-
bribery, and other sharp practices
e .cognized and inseparable

or divi-

‘dence is abundunt to prove that indus- -

‘not mentally see the organized gangs,

lated enormous profits, can of course

dous crisis in the not far distant fu-.

| would

ceptions which are practiced upon our
patient and submissive people by greedy
‘and unscrupulous manufacturers, who
regard a capacity for clever swindling

.| as the highest of .intellectual attain-
‘| ments. ’

Such, my friends, is capitalism. It
not only depraves the rich but stran-
gles wholesome existence ‘and self-re-
spect among the masses upon whom it
preys. It, in fact, degrades, enervates,
and 'stupefies a people till they become
degraded to nothing better than a herd
of docile and industrious cattle, of which
the capitalists and their lackeys are the
drivers.

No. rational being who has examined
this matter with any degree of acumen
can doubt for a moment that the inter-
-ests.of humanity are cruelly sacrificed’in
favor of class privilege and selfish inter-
ests. Furthermore, the intelligent in-
vestigator must be forced to the con-
clusion that wage slavery is equivalent
to murder, inasmuch as it «destroys all
that is valuable and desirable in human
personality. It must be further apparent
to him that capitalism is robbery, inas-
.much as it appropriates the value pro-
duced by the labor of others without
rendering an equivalent. Under the
system of chattel slavery the appropria-
tion of the product of human labor was
undisguised and compulsory, but under
the competitivé system -the capitalistic
class enriches itseli on the profits of
white slavery skulking under the guisc
of "free contract.” :

But, thanks to the genius and to the
astonishing courage and self-denial of
the founders of the Socialistic philoso-
phy, the dawn of industrial freedom is
breaking, not only in this country, but in
alt the leading civilized countries of Eu-
rope. The laboring classes are now ad-
vancing with giant strides to the knowl-
edge that all commodities are but capi-
tahzed ‘forms of labor, and that it is labor
applied to natural objects that gives
them their entire value. When once
the great majority of wage earners are
imbued with these simple and important
truths, capitalisism and its hideous ac-
.companiments—strikes, bloodshed, and
anarchy—are doomed. It is for this
reason that it is a primary objecr for
capitalism and its army of satellites, pen-
sioners, and luxurious loafers, to kecp
the producing masses in perpetual sub-
jection and at the lowest possible level
of contented ignorance. The drones
that ride-on the back of labor are too
well aware that, when once the search-
light of reason and knowledge is iet in
upon gapitalism, that mighty fabric of
iniquity will be shattered to fragments.
It cannot adhere together much longer
on such infamous terms. In the wo'ds
of a distinguished writer, “the situation
is becoming terribly original.” The
masses are discovering that capitalism
and its pliant tool, McKinleyism, consti-
tute ‘a cunningly devised system of ini-
quity in all its basest forms. Hence the
danger that menaces ‘the whole frame-
work of society. Indeed, it must be ob-
vious to whoever has studied the train of
events during the last few years that
unless a radical change be inaugurated
there will be no remedy but revolution-
ary violence, to which sensible men can
be only driven in the last extremity.

JACK POTTS’ OBSERVATIONS

Be Sure to Vote for McKinley or Bryan
Mr. Workingman, so as to *Save
| Your Vote” aud the Country

The following are the- head-lines over
a special article in last’ Sunday’s Times-
Herald from Jeyoore, India: “Animals
Eat but Babes Die in the Roads—
Pierre Loti Paints Fearful Pictures of
Famine in Old India, Contrasting Lux-
ury With Dire Need—No Hope and No
Pity—Little Children, Mere Human
Rags, Strew the Streets at Nightfall,
Perishing—Crocodiles Palace Pets—
King and Church Flaunt Waste in the

tims."” . :

The dignitaries fed the crocodiles but
offered nothing to the starving human
beings. Yet if Great Britain had spent
a very -small part of the money In re-
lieving this famine that she spent in her
latest war, death from famine would be

mercial Instinct and the ‘competitive
systel ;
the nineteenth century! “Competition
is the life of trade”—and the death of
human beings.

Be sure to vote for, one of the old
party candidates and for the same old
‘competitive system which recognizes no
“incentive” for man’s progress, but the
accumulation of material wealth. You
“throw away” your .vote if you
uld vote with. the Social Democracy
ething that you really want, you

Pinched Faces of Want’s Ghastly Vic-

unknown in India. Hurrah for the Com-'

of this glorious civilization of

To Eugene V. Debs, Social

THE FORWARD CRY OF SOCIAL EVOLUTION

Democrp&tlg Candidate for President of the
United States

Written by Danlel Peters

Advance! Advance! the voice of Agés cries;
Broad future lies before us unexplored.
Advance forever ! thunders from the skies. :
Though past misdeeds full deeply are deplored,
Ne'er swerve! Ne'er faint! Press ever onward, toward
The brighter vista just within our view; ;
Though mountains wé must climb and rivers ford,
Yet look not backward. Aim—strike for the new!
And we shall win at length, because our hearts are true.

Assyria, Greece, Rome, Carthage, where are they?
Byzantium, Venice, and Phoenecia, where?
Egypt and Spain; the Ottoman, obey
The law of time, for they must pass, and there
Will be but relics that the world may stare
At what once was and never shall'be more;
Napoleon, Charlemagne, Charles of Sweden—bare
Remembrance speaks oi wondrous feats of war—
Theyrosethroughblood anddrowned themselves in seasof gore.

Time sealed the fate of empires and of kings:
He freed the vassal from the landed lord.
Time cut the chain—and it no longer clings
About the black man. Th¢’ the sharpened sword
Has often been Time’s instrument, the broad "
" And sober mind of man’s a better tool.
Time ! teach mankind to think—first of their God,
' Then of their fellowmen! and do thourschool
-The laborer to study much, nor be a fool.

We chasé no rainbows over fields of thought,
Although our bow hangs over us all bright
With promise, great works have been wrought;
Dut greater far shall'be the deeds of might,
When from the darkness mankind gains the light
Of health and pleasure, honot, love, and fame;
When jealousy, dishonesty, the blight .
Of war, shall fade forever; and the name
Of God shall stand for goodness unto all the same.

that people would still have sama “in-

centive” to make progress if possibility

of the almshouse were removed? A
* * *

The greed, folly, hypocrisy, knavery,
and misery begotten by the competitive
system are almost beyvond belief.

* * x*

Motto of the:competitive scheme:
“Pevil take the hindmost!”- Motto of
the co-operative plan: “Equal rights
for all, special privileges to none.” Take
your choice! :

e

Mr. Werkingman, did ‘' you notice
those figures again in last week’s Social
Democratic Herald? For fear you did
not—look: TIn 1850 the wealth of the
nation was $&,000.000.000; the produc-
ers’ share was 624 per cent and the
non-producers’ share was 37%%. By 1890
our wealtk had increased to $61,000.-
000,000, but your share had fallen to
SEVENTEEN PER CENT, while the

non-producers’ ' share was EIGHTY-
THREE per cent. Both of the old

parties can “point with pride to these
fiszures—which are government statis-
tics for since 1850 we have given
both of them many trials. If you don't
like it you can “throw your vote away”
for a party which tells you that it wants
what you want—co-operation instead of
competition in' our social system. It
may be a good idea also for you to
remember that this year it is estimated
that our wealth is $100.000,000,000 and

to TEN per cent. while the non-produc-

ers own NINETY per cent. Be sure

to vote for McKinley or Bryan, so as

to “save the country” again this year!
PR

And Mr Churchman, you might run
your eye over these figures and see if
you think the kingdom of heaven on
earth will be hindered or helped by
longer sticking to ihe*old parties!

* P

Bully for Mammon! Hurrah for the
“sacred rights” of Property!

ENGLISH LIBERALIST ON
SOCIALISM AND MILITARISH

1 stood year after year with my back
to the wall against the Socialists, not
because 1 did not respect the fervor
of the men, not because | did not sym-
pathize to my heart’s core with their
pity for the toiler's lot. or with their
resolution to make:the toiler more in-
telligent and his home more secure,
but because | thought their means
were ill chosen, But; really, if | were
unforiunately called upon to choose be-
tween the Socialist and the Militarist,
with all his random aims, his profusion
of the natural resources. his disregard
$ for the rights and the feelings of other
re to you that the Social-

that the producers’ share has gone down

By H.S. Genevra Lake

Nothing is more important than our
relations ‘'oné to another. :

Equity is the everlasting problem.

Its solution is the task of the ages.

Rectitude is the result of centuries o
moral evolution. :

Criminal and capricious conduct lie
at the base of the race structure.

To be really aggrieved is to have
planted cruelty somewhere.

What we call “destiny” is the deed we
have done. .

Get out of the transient into the eter-
nal.

Republics
tyranny arpse.

An epoch like this is the fruit of false
thought. . .

The day will succeed; but now is the
night. ‘

In the darkness people huddle to-
gether and inquire. :

He who speaks clearest, reasons best,
and loves most will be heard.

Base men cannot stop the course of a
thought. ;

Whoever will not listen learns by the
force of events.

Suffering either arouseswor stupefies.

People do not dlways sleep. We are
now awakening. ;

The sleep ha$ been long—since the
dawn of history.

We have begun to. reflect—presently
we will act. That action will be chron-
icled by the name ‘of Socialism.

i

have gone down when

Men make things today in squads, in
brigades, in" battalions. They man a
manufactory, or a mine, or a mill, or a
farm, and execute the will of the firm—
of the combine—of the partnership.
This is a trust.’ i

Men move on the social board like
chess in the hand of a great player.

" ° The mistake that is made is to sup-

pose the game is played by mankind
only. God is also a factor and must be
reckoned with.’ }

When the game is in progress there
are always unexpected happenings; this
has occurred several times . in history.
When the colonies rebeled, for instance ;
when John Brown’s raid resulted in the
reading of a proclamation; when elec-
trical currents rotted -impacting vege-
tation.

Always there is an adjunct unpro-
vided for. So when combines com-
‘mence there is. something else coming.
' ‘Men are not driftwood; they . are
thinking things. :

In God's Providence we have suffi-
cient life left to inquire. -

at inquiry is the Social Democratic
Party, and that question s the slowly

-accumulating indignation of the stomach

without a meal, the back without a coat,
the worker without a tool, the teacher
without a calling, the man without a
country. ; Tepi R
That interrogatory is being heard.
By whom? j i

and

o can no longer stop their
and the philosopher.

(OMMON WEALAMD

* DRVATE INTATNE

Socialism Does Not Threaten to
~ Suppress but to Elevate Individu-
ality — Striding Toward it
with Seven-League Boots

COMING SOLIDARITY OF MAN =

Philosophy of Socialism in Accord with that
of Evolution—The Conscious Socialist
Movement a Rebellion of Free
Individualities

By W. C. Owen

1f, however, the future of the church
does not excite one's apprehensions, the
attitude taken by the reactionary wing
of the scientific party, under the lead
of Herbert Spencer, is greatly to be de-
plored, for the world is only too anxious
to follow the lead of those whom it be-
lieves to be earnest seekers after truth,
-and to follow without being at the pains
of making an investigation of its own.
One needs but to recall the thoughtless
enthusiasm with which this century has
allowed itself to accept as infallible au-
thorities Adam Smith, and the other
prophets of laissez faire, the magnitude
of whose fallacies we are only now he-
ginning * to realize. = As Mr. Spencer,
who brings to the support of their tot-
tering theory the enormous weight of
his reputation as an-evolutionist, has
again appealed to the public in “A Plea

‘| for Liberty,” the subject is just at this

moment specially apropos. :

Mr. Spencer’s position is exceedingly
simple. He believes in individuality,
and so do we. He believes that mili-
tarism crushes individuality, and so do
we. - He believes that the evolution from
compulsory militarism to-voluntary co-
operation lies along the  laissez faire
lines marked out by Adam Smith. There ~
we unquestionably differ, since we look .
on laissez faire—the each for himself
alone theory—as being' in itself militar-
ism incarnate. After premising . that
“social life must be carried on by eith-
er voluntary co-operation or compul-
sory co-operation,” he boldly states that
“the system of voluntary co-operation
is that by which, in’ civilized societies,
industry is now everywhere carried on.
Under a simple form we have it on’
every farm, where the laborers, paid by
the farmer himself, and taking orders
directly from him, are free to stay or
go as they please.” To us the liberty
to throw off one and hunt another mas-
ter, is the sorriest of satires upon free-
dom.  He siates further that “this vol-
untary co-operation, from its simplest
to its most complex forms, has the com-
mon trait that those concerned work to- .
gether by consent.” In the same essay
he speaks of “the existing system un-
der which each of us takes care of him-
self, while all of us see that each has
fair play,” and he gives us his definition
of the whole competitive system in the
striking phrase ‘“the regime of willing-
hood.” To all which I have only to re-
ply that unfortunately the matter is be-
vond the sphere of argument; that it.is
an ‘established certainty that, so far
from living under a “regime of will-
inghood,” the masses are driven to work
—ifor abnormally long' hours, at danger-
ous and unwholesome pccupations—by
the whip of hunger, a whip in the hands
of those who have succeeded, as the re-
sult of our grab-all policy of industry,
in getting a corner on the means of life.
On this all'radical reformers are agreed,
and the statement of Bedel, the German
Socialist Ieader, that “the basis ef slav-
ery is economic dependence on the op-
pressor,” is everywhere accepted as self-
evident. !

Having given this extraordinary ren-
dering of the present, Mr. Spencer
passes to the yet more dangerous

- ground of prophecy, and he treads with

no uncertain foot. The management by
the people of their own industrial af-
fairs is to him an impossibility save un-
der the administration of a colossal di-
rectorate wielding unprecedented power,
and he supports his argument with illus-
trations drawn from our unhappy politi-
cal experience, and the admitted tyran-
nies of trades unions. Herein he shows
an ignorance of the whole philosophy of
Socialism that is inexcusable in one who
is making it a special object of attack.

| To make my meaning clear I quote from -’
‘Frederick Engels’ preface to the famous

manifesto written by Karl | and

himself in 1847, a document continu-
ously, to this day, distributed wherever .

at work.

,
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THE KILLING OF KINGS  °

" In these days of strenuous living and
lying, when to be vicious is to be good,
and- brutality is gentleness; when pa-
triotism means murder and murder
‘means love and Christianity, nobody is
surprised at what happens next, and the
assassination of a king the other day

* would: have fallen flat but for the fero-

cious and fantastical efforts of_ yellow
journalism, smudged with red ink and
illuminated with daggers and guns. The
killing of a king is an incident in human
affairs neither new nor surprising. And,
if you will only pause to think, you will
see that nobody really is surprised. The
whole world knows that the rule of
kings has always been mainly force and

. fraud; that there is not a king living to-

day whose succcession to power was
not the culminating act in a long series
of brutal acts against the common peo-
ple. The reign of kings has been the
reign of dungeon, gallows, torture, ban-

~ishment, and murder. Whenever a king

has made any approach to a relinquish-
ment of his kingly prerogative of con-
signing decent and innnocent people to

. the dungeon and the torturing chamber,

he has been either an imbecile or a good
man, and always a surprise.

But if the world is used to king kill-
ing, and sees in such acts as Humbert's
assassination only a resort by desperate
human beings to' that brutal force by
which it has been too long governed, no

rational man who understands the fund- |
. amental causes of human misery and so-

cial degradation will for a moment ap-
prove the murder of individuals, wheth-
er kings or not, as a wise or effectual
means toward remedying social condi-
tions and establishing justice in the
carth. The king is dead; but the king
lives again! Kingcraft in general has
had notice served on it that there is a
deep-seated aversion among the people

* _to its particular business. But through

all the centuries of the past, with the
growing spirit of democracy always in
evidence, kingcraft has never been un-
aware of the forces that contended
against it, neither has it failed to in-

" crease its body guards and multiply its

'soldiery to protect its person and retain
its special privileges. Its guards and its
soldiery are the visible manifestations of
its class-consciousness. There is not a

single branch of this class-conscious,

gang of kings in the world that is not
inextricably invoived in the grossest
antagonisms' with its own code of mor-
als, yet an unctous though atheistic
class of spiritual hangers-on, always
mindful of its class interest, is ever ready
to condone the acts of its royal masters
in the name of religion and lends its
sinister influence to the subjection of the
people in this world, “in the hope of a
blessed relief hereafter.”

However great the provocation may
be to kill a king, the fact which should
be pressed home upon the minds of the
people is that the mere death of all the
kings that curse the world would not im-
.prove the economic condition of the
people who do the world’s work. Hum-
bert is said to have been a good king;
perhaps he was; but as a man he be-
longed to the same class as our Ameri-

- can millionaires. His death brought to

light the fact that he was a millionaire
twelve times over. That is, besides be-
ing a king and possibly a “good” one as
kings go, he was a human sponge, an
exploiter of labor, an appropriator of
unearned wealth creat:d by slaves in
Italy. In this respect he was no worse

. and no better than a thousand kings of
industry in the United States, and his

taking off has bettered the world or the
condition of the Italian people not a
parﬁcle. § i

Whili; Humbert was engaged in ac-
cumulating a vast orivate fortune, how
were his “subjects” faring? What were

they subject to? To a fearful burden of
_ taxation that Humbert ‘conti

i i

| riots not long ago, when thousands of

r people were shot down by the

= | king’s soldiers for no other crime than

‘being hungry. And in addition there
~was militarism and imperialism with
‘their monstrous armaments and insane
‘.enterpris?cs of conquest.. ' *
- Wijth 'these and similar conditions
prevailing elsewhere as in Italy, not the
killing of a king is a matter to surprise
us, but the wonderful patience of the
people and their supine indifference to
the real cause of their sufferings and
misery. That cause is rooted in the class
ownership of the means of life, the ex-
ploitation of labor by the wages system,
the appropriation by ‘capitalists of the
fruits of human toil. As long as this
system remains political assassinations
there will be and no good done.. What
Ttaly and the world most need is-an
arousing of the people to the hopeless-
ness of adjusting the wrongs to which
they are subjected by supporting institu-
tions and parties that in turn support
capitalism. Get away from capitalist
parties of whatever name, in Italy and
America.

The hope of the world is in the tri-
umph of Social Democracy.

 NOTES AND COMMENT

The editor of the Indianapolis Press
labors 'through a column of space to
show that the Metal Workers' Interna-
tional Union organized last week in that
city is ‘“taking the wrong road to So:
cialism.”” Dut he fails entirely to sus-
tain the contention. Among other
things this presumptious man says:
“aVe have no fixedlimitations for c'asses
here.” | Does he think' that the working-
man whose economic dependency con
pels him to accept the terms and pay
which a capitalist employer chooses to
impose, merely to live, is not in a class
entirely separate [rom the capitalist?
Does he not know that the class limita-
tions for a vast majority of wage =arn-
ers the world over are as absolutely
fixed as any natural law? Well, proba-
bly not; capitalist editorsrare the sup-
porters of more exploded poiitical ccon-
omy than all the trades unions in the
universe.

The Democratic party favors self-
government for the negroes in the
Philippines, so it does; but the other
day it denied self-government to the
negroes in North Carolina. - And this
is the party that boasts of being the
.party of freedom! It asks for the votes
of workingmen because it believes in
freedom! Will it get yours?

The competitive system “‘beggars de-
‘scription” and beggars the people. A
vote for the Social Democracy is a vote
to remove that possibility. ‘Don’t for-
get that!

The competitive system and our old
friend the ““Commercial Instinct are
making a grand international aggrega-
tion of moral cowards and skulkers.

THE FAMINE IN INDIA

The appeals for aid in behalf of the
sufferers of India are becoming so nu-
merous that almost every grown person
in this country is aware of the condi-
tions prevailing over there.

The latest circular of this character
that has fallen into my hands is one is-
sued by the *Committee of One Hun-
dred on India Famine Relief,” contain-
ing views of starving groups of people
and of the places where help is so great-
ly needed. At the head of this circular
is a list of the hundred men who consti-
tute this self-appointed committee. Tt
is to the personnel of this committee and
to the wording of their appeal that I
wish to call your attention. -

Such well known men as Geo. Gould,
W.!F. Havemeyer, Seth Low, Whitelaw
Reid, Jno. D. Rockefeller, Russel Sage,

street representatives fill out the list of
thase who volunteer to handle our
money contributions for us and to dis-
.tribute to India's famishing people the
grain they so much need. In their call
for aid they acknowledge that grain
engpugh for everyone is already in that
country and only waits to be paid for by
someone, so the people may eat. Their
appeal is therefore for money not food
or clothing. :
he American people most given to
charitable acts are those whose wealth
is in the products of the land and which
they freely contribute when asked to do
_so, but to give money they must first
obtain it, which takes time and forced
sale of their products at greatly reduced
prices. : . j
- [These millionaire' committeemen are
so used to manipulating the people’s
gold for them in business, that they. ask
their charity to als© be in the same pre-
cious commodity. : :
‘Bankers keep your deposits for you
ree of charge, and it is no act of charity
for them to do so, as they do not lost
ereby, neither do these men serve on
this committee free of charge, indirect
hough their compensation may be.

asking of

and many more of New York's Wall.

he askir money from the pro--
ing class of this land under the guise-

_évery day, and the New York Ice Trust

and ‘Standard Oil Co, (whose represent-

atives are prominent on the list), are
just brother concerns with those who

| are holding India's grain and starving

her people and never a word is said
against the actions of such men.

Who owns the present wheat crop of
this country today? Who will own it in
December? '

Ye farmers who sell your grain at
present prices to send the money to In-
dia will see your own fellow-citizens pay-
ing a greatly advanced pricg for flour,
when the wheat barons gét the supply
in their hands; and that, 00, ¢'er an-
other crop is harvested.

Men do not deny that India now has
as much grain locked up in her barns as

-her people require; even the committec-

men ask you not to send more grain,

but cash to pay for what they already’

have.

How can these heartless, gilt-edged,
wholesale extortionists face this people
and under the mask of charity ask them
to pay for grain once stolen from a help-
less people by a capitalistic combine of
‘which they themselves are a'part.,

You are asked to buy back stolen
food stuffs to feed India. Are you going
to recognize the plunderer's right to the
property by paying them an exorbitant
price for it? Ransom it for the people
without a word about its theft?

No indeed! Far bétter carry
food to them direct, even though it cost
more to do it, than to buy of the supply
that has been refused its producers.

Let- it be distributed by careful mis-
sionaries direct to the sufferers, who will
surely fare better at their hands than if
fed by the hard rule of business men's
methods. ‘Such a committee as this is
should turn its attention and s(rcngtTl
toward the breaking up of that monopo-
listic power that holds in a grip of steel
the very lives of millions of people.,

If the American millionaires are pow-
erless against British monopoly in such
a causce let us keep away from  their
stronghold, and when. going to feed a
thungry brother take food with us so
that it cannot be diverted from the de-
sired course. -

Many more “Hundreds” "are giving
their attention to:this subject, but not a
word do we hear in disapproval of the
methods used, nor do we see any one
who is striving for the removal of the
cause of the trouble:

Was there ever a civilized government
which allowed her subjects to starve
while there was abundance pf food in
her possession? The government of In-
dia is today making mighty efforts to re-
lieve the people, but hampered by mon-
opolistic powers her efforts are almost
in vain; therefore helpléssly she suc-
cumbs to thre enemy and asks us to con-
tribute to them also.

Governments must control such mat-
ters, and the only safe means of control
is absolute. ownership—Socialism.

A people who will it quietly and
starve while his neighbor helds his food
from him needs education in the first
principle of citizenship. India is only
an index to the future of what private
ownership willaccomplish if we allow it
to rule. Socialism is her only means of
life except by charity's bounteous hand.

V. Homer Cragin.

HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF

+ Mr. Workingman, I presume you have
often heard that old phrase, repeated by
so many, that “history repeats itself.”
This statement is made in order to con-
vey the idea that certain facts, condi-
tions, or institutions, having existed in
some past age, have a tendency to recur
in the same, or possibly in a slightly
modified, form again. Whether this is
true or not, I do not presume to say.
However, I want to give you an example
which, to a certain extent, seems to
prove the truth of the assertion. The
following is from a history of Egypt and
refers to a period over 2,000 years ago:

“The Egyptians, like many of the
present inhabitants of the Nile valley,
were expert thieves, and so fond of us-
ing the skill necessary to successful rob-
bery that no manner of banishment was
found sufficient to prevent these persons

who possessed this peculiar talent from.

the exercise of it. Therefore, as robbery
could not be entirely checked, laws were
made for regulating it. Those who de-
cided to follow thieving as a profession
gave in their names to the chief of the
robbers. He was considered as not oth-
er than a respectable citizen and a man
of the greatest integrity and honor.

Those who joined his force agreed that -

he should be informed of all that they
had stolen whenever they had com-
mitted a successful burglary. The own-
er of such goods or articles as were
stolen went about the recovery of his

‘of the robbers, giving a minute descrip-
tion of the articles. If the goods were
identified they were returned to their
owner upon his paying to the chief of

the robbers a sum of money equal_‘to,.v

one-fourth of their value.” e
Now, my fellow workers, read that ex-

to enrich moneyed men | an
to sell at famine prices |
under which to hide a |

nllr..

property by sending a letter to the chief.

those who possess the “peculiar talent”
necessary for ‘“succcessful robbery” in
modern times are those in control of the
trusts. They, like the Egyptian robber
of old, are “experts,” as the historian

that ‘‘no manner of banishment” ‘(Prof.
Hadly would say ostracism) has suc-
ceeded in destroying these trusts. There-
fore, the democratic and republican par-
ties have decided to treat these modern
robbers with the “peculiar talent” in the
same manner that the ancient brigand
was—that is, by regulating it. In other
words, they would legalize it after for
years trying to outlaw them. You will
also note a further resemblance between
the ancient and modern robbers from the
fact that the owner of trust stock and

“respectable citizens' of the *‘greatest
integrity and honor.”
the cultured class and go to make up the
elect of “society.” '

irom whom goods were stolen could by
identifying their property obtain it again
by paying to the robbers one-fourth of
their value. But today, on the contrary,
it is the robbers who get three-fourths
and more, as statistics will show. It is
evident that the modern brigand is more
of an “expert” than the old Egyptian
type.  This is one instance of “progress”
at least. Now, I want to ask the work-
ing class who are victims of this “pecu-
liar talent” what difference does it make
to them whether they .are robbed by
bold Egyptians or “timid capital”’? The
robbery exists the same as ever. The
only difference is a change in the meth-
ods under which the “peculiar talent”
operates. But this is not all. The Re:
publican and Democratic parties do not
say that this robbery shall stop. Oh, no.
On the contrary, as both have a “finger
in the pie,” they boldly tell you that they
will do as was done 2,000 years ago.
They are going to regulate it, which
means they will make it more systematic
and scientific:  They will have the trusts
report to the government (the chief rob-
.ber) and then you will have the satisfac-
tion of knowing how much’ you have
been robbed of.

What sweet dreams will come to you
at night, after leaving mine, forge, and
factory, when you are made aware of
this fact! Think of the beaming face of
your wife next morning as she turns
away from a hot stove on which she has
been striving to fry a hand-leather, by

inform her that you are able to 'tell
where the wealth which you produce,
but' did not get, has gone!

What joy will spring up in your breast
when you have the figures before you
which tell of your ignorance and your
master's “peculiar talent” !

What a pleasure it will be to know
that you, by voting for Bryan or Mc-
Kinley, thus take a hand in regulating
thé conditions under which you are to be
robbed! On the other.hand, shoyld you
determine to be a man for once, vou will
join with the Socialists and with a class-
conscious ballot, seek ‘to bury this “pe-
culiar talent” that has cursed the world
so long, and keep for yourself the prod-
uct of vourlabor that you have up to the
.present handed to those who “toil not,
neither do they spin.”

Should you decide to do this, then you
will vote the Social Democratic ticket,
with Eugene V. Debs as candidate for
president of the United States.

x James Oneal.

MACHINERY SAVES WORK
AND STARVES THE WORKER

Forty years ago, when one-man was
engaged in peforating bank checks, he
took 750 hours to do 150,000, at a labor
cost of $150; while now, with machin-
ery, six men are employed, but do the
work in nine hours and fifteen minutes,
and although they get about double the
wages per hour, the labor cost is only
$1, instead of $150, says the Scientific
American. i

In ruling paper, the worker, using
quill and ruler, seventy years ago took
4,800 hours to do work now done by
chine in two and three-quarters hours.
The old-time workers got $1 a day,
now ‘the two men employed earn $7. a
day between them, and yet the labor
‘cost of producing a given quantity is
85 cents, against $400. It is easy to
understand from this how it is possible
to use so much more material and to
keep a great army of workers going in-
stead of an individual, .

. Machinery is now extensively used
in bootmaking, making 100 pairs of
men'’s cheap-grade boots in 1543 hours,
against 1,4363 by hand, while the labor
cost is reduced from $400 to $35. In
women's boots the case is equally
marked, for instead of one man being
employed to do everything, there are
140 engaged, each on a different ma-
chine opcration; but not only 'is the
time taken to 100 boots reduced to less
than a tenth what it was, but the cost
is also reduced. Thus what was accom-
plished mte(n hours to thirteen hours
forty years agn is now done in an hour.

~Again, in breadmaking, less than a

| third of the time

would say.: You will also agree with me |

his ancient brother are considered to be.

They belong to

Again, you will also note that those.

courtesy called a beefsteak, when you:

«UNIONISTS” ENDORSE THE .
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC TICKET

Eugene V. Debs, Esq., -~
X * Terre Haute, Ind.
My Dear Comrade: It is with pro-

treaty of union formulated by the unj

Indianapolis conventions,and which was
approved by the majority of the mem.

vote, of the ratification of your nomj.

cratic party for the office of president of
the United States. With best wishes
very fraternally, i
7 Wm. Butscher,
National Secrotary,
Terre Haute, Ind., July 31, 1900.
Win. Butscher, Esq., ;
National Secretary. Social Democratie
Party,
Springfield, Mass,

My Dear Comrade: Your communi-
cation of the i8th inst. has been re
ceived and I note that by the action of
the unity committee elected at the
Rochester and Indianapolis conventions
approved by referendum vote, my nomi.
nation has been ratified as candidate of
the Social, Democratic party for the of-
fice of president of the United States,

Permit me to return my thanks to <he
committee and to the comrades they

ination, which I esteem a signal honor..

Having responded to the call of my
comrades in accepting’ the nomination
their confidence and partiality bestowed
upon me, 1 am deeply sensible of the
rceponsibilities which rest upon me as a
Socialist candidate for the office of pres-
ident of the United States.

Fully imbued with the philosophy of
Socialism, I seek no personal prefer-
ment and I claim consideration only asa
representative of the principles of iter-

that capacity, and that alone, I appeal to
the working class and to my country-
men at large for support. :
The confidence implied by the unani-
mous action of my comrades moves me
to regret my limitations and to wish my-
self a worthier representative of the
principles so sacred to them because
fraught with such grave import fo the
countless victims struggling in the grasp
of economic bondage. :

are at'their service. Long since 1 con-
secrated myself to the cause, and il I
have i% laid with joy on the altar of So-
cialism. ;
As we look abroad we behold the
steady march of transformation. Capi-
talism, which has written its record in

is staggering to its doom, while Soecial-

ened by the spirit of the new revelutior,
is sweepirg over all the world. g

we are on the eve of our first great bat-

the oppressors of the people, the ex-:
ploiters of the working class and the
foes of all humanity. | : i
Let ‘us dismiss all minor considera-
tions and unite in every state and terri-
tory, from end to end of the land in one
mighty effort to hasten the end of capi-
talism and the inauguration of the co-
operative commonwealth, g
Thanking you again, and through you
the members of your committee and-all
your comrades, for the honor conferred
upon me, I remain, Yours fraternally,
! Eugene V. Debs.

TAKE NOTICE

We desire to call the attentioh of So-

the following facts:

The headquarters of the Social Demo-
cratic Party are located at 126 Wash-
ington street, Chicago.

The national secretary of the party is
Theodore Debs, same address.

is the Social Democratic Herald.

The National Executive Board con-
sists of Frederic Heath, chairman; Sey-
mour Stedman, secretary; Eugene V.
Debs, Victor L. Berger and Mrs. Cor-
inne S, Brown. e ;

The National Campaign Committee
of the party was organized July. 22 at
Chicago, Comrade Robert Meister of

Comrade Seymour Stedman, of:
cago, secretary.

At the meeting of July 22 a finan
committee for the campaign was elect
.as follows: Edward Zeigler, chairman}
ws_eph R. Finn, treasurer; Jam

right, secretary. ' ;

Acknowledgment of all contribut
received will appear in this paper.

- The National Finance
mittee of the Social Democ
party desires the name
energetic Comrade, wit
recommendation of his br
t(;; solicit ributic

mpai
Fight, 3

Springfield, Mass.; July 18, 1900, _

found pleasure I advise you that, by the

committees elected at the Rochester and

bership of both parties on the referendum

nation as candidate of the Social Deno-

represent for the ratification of my nom-

national. ¢lass-conscious Socialism. In’

But all the strength and ability I have

the tears and blood of the human race,

ist, herald of light and freedom, quick-"

Here in the United States of Amerira =

tle. Let us gird on our armor and press
forward to meet the enemies of freedom, .

cialists and friends-of the movement to”

- The national official paper of the part}' |

Milwaukee being elected chairman, and ||

l
U
73
.
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gene V. Debs is engaged
Canton, ‘Ohio, on Labor |

ROM THE FIl

wa comrade writes; “I am well
with The Herald and couldn’t
ut it at all.” :
ade Seymour Ste?an‘has been,
o a course of training’in the coun-
a week.prcpan_nory for the work,
‘national campaign upon which he
nt to enter.- 7
comrades at Rockville, Conn., are
ested to attend a joint meeting on
evening, August 31, to consider
of importance in regard to the

.
.

branches of the Social Demo-
ga.rty in New York are requested
delegates to a State Convention
» held at Seminole hall, 414 Grand
w York City, on August 26,
ving is the Indiana State Ex-
Board of the Social Democratic
R. Greuling, chairman; Hugo
, treasurer; Thomas Catton, sec-
y; A. Babcock and Chas. A.
nton. .
[he state committee of the Social
cratic party of New Jersey places
mination for the national executive
the following: Eugene V. Debs,
nour Stedman, Victor L. Berger,
Corinne Brown, W. E. Farmer, G.
rdon.

Socialists of Chicago have had
¢ pleasure of getting acquainted and
changing views with Comrade Irene
shby of London, England. Miss Ash-
y has spoken here several times and is
usiastic in declaring that the field of
for Socialists in Chicago is most
IH i i
‘The Second Congressional District
pvention was held on Sunday, Aug.
at Uhlhorn’s hall, corner 63rd and
sater Ave., Chicago.- The following
nominated as candidates for office:
For Congressman— Gus Bartlett.

For Board of- Equalization—Chas.

and. !
‘For State Representative (Fourth
enatorial District)-—]. J. Florian.

! 'NEW JERSEY CONVENTION

The Socialists of New Jersey will co-
ate politically under the name of the
ocial Democratic party: in the support
Debs and Harriman for president and
vice-president in the coming campaign.
The state convention was held at
ewark. About ninety delegates were
present. ;

State Secretary Weigel opened the
nvention, and organization was per-
fected with J. W. James of Trenton and
1. Strobel as presiding officers and E.
Wind and John P. Weigel as secreta-

A full electoral ticket was nominated
nd a campaign committee elected con-
ting of Comrades James, Neben,
ksath, Posern, Weigel, Gilliar, Jonez,
odel, Lavin, Strobell, Doubleaar, and
pan. The committee will have ils
at Newark. : :
W. H. Wyatt of Rutherford was nem-
inated for Congress in the Fifth district.
John W. James of Trenton was the
ice of the Sixth.
‘Thomas Jones of Newark was the
ice of the Ninth. ~
THE PLATFORM.

We, the representatives of the Social
Beémocratic party, in state convention
sembled, hereby indorse and ratiiy
nomination of Eugene V. Debs and
Harriman' for president and vice-
resident of the United States.

The Social Democratic party of the
ate of New Jersey hereby reafiirms the
onal platform adopted at the Indian-
olis convention and declares its un-
ympromising adherence to the princi-
s of international Socialism.
‘We demand the enactment of a law
viding for the ownership and opera-
n by the state and munictpahpes of all
ilities requiring public franchises.
We demand the direct employment of
by the state and municipalitics on
all public work and the employment of
he unemployed on state and municipal
pvements. :
demand that adequate school ac-
mmodations shall be furnished, such
sufficient school room, trained teach-
free school books, and food, cloth-!
shelter, and medical attendance.
¢ demand the enactment of a law
viding for the eight-hour work day,
tire abolition of the contract sys-
and the employment of organized
or on all public work.
We hereby call upon the voters of

v Jersey, irrespective of past political
ations, to work and vote for ‘.hcsef
tinciples and to elect the candidates of
' Democratic party.

RESOLUTIONS. i
recognize that all wars are int-
y capitalists in their own Inter-
nd that the workers are not inter-
in them, but are the main spﬁfire;ls

\ an

P e . bt & S
ezgf'opé‘hnlxrqn resolution was also adopt-

his is untrue.

No stch resolu-

tion wa:s adopted. There was one offered
which almost turned the convention into
a longland bitter fight, All the mem-
bers of the Social Demqcratic party
were on their feet at once and protested,

The campaign commmittee of the

statp 0
call an

New Jersey issues the following
urges that the members should
at once abide by the resolution adopted.

by the state convention offered by the
committee on ways and means:

Each comrade should be requested to
rpay 5 cents a month during August,

' September, October, and November as a

source of income for the campaign com-
mittee.  All locals should attend to the
above at once and forward the same to

Comraldc Edw. M. Dobbel

N.J. ¢

«

aar, Port Lee,

It is hoped that every Branch will
contribute $10 to the Campaign Fund;
some can do better; some have done so
and will make a canvass for individ=-

ual subscriptions as well.

What is

your Branch doing? Send all money
to the treasurer of the National Com~
mittee, Joseph R. Finn, 126 Washing-

ton str[eet, Chicago.

'GIVE US PROOF, OR REST

If Comrade F. G. R. Gordon ias
chosen by the Eastern “unionists” to
‘write nonsense on the “union” proposi-
tion, the choice was a very poor one; if
he is a seli-appointed censor of the acts
of those with whom he agreed until he
returned East, then his®impudence is
equal tp his consistency: That any com-
rade should be able to find things to
criticise’ is not to be wondered at; but
one of the most regrettable and surpris-

ing features of the “union” controversy”

is the persistence with which those East-
ern folk have resorted to misrepresenta-
tion and appeal to the prejudices of

members.

In this matter Gordon has

distinguished himself. He has given re-
peated illustrations of a total disregard
for truth and reckless perversion of

facts.

For instance, in the last issue of

the Saginaw Exponent, without offering
a particle of evidence to sustain it, he
makes| the charge that the national
executive board costs from $6,000 to

$3.000; a year.

This is in line with an-

other statement made some time ago to
the effect that the members of the pres-
ent board are “in the movement for rev-

enue.”

Such wild and absolutely un-

truthiul declarations (known to be false
.by the persons making them) are not
made to enlighten anyone, but rather to
deceive, and, incidentally of course, to
promaote a bad cause; a cause which had

its beginning not in a sentiment for
peace but in a determination for war,
and which has depended upon duplicity
and’ double-dealing—to come to an in-

glorious end.

We challenge Comrade

Gordon to show up the figures to sus-
It will be a de-

tain his foolish charge.
cided

¢lief from the monotony of his

tifﬁnlf!gc twaddle if he will produce a bit

of proof.

In the meantime, we are glad

to be in accord with him when he says:
“There is little sense in claiming a union
when we have two N. E. B.s, one in
Chicago and one'—somewhere = else,
only it is necessary to remind him that
such a ¢Jaim is not made by us. There

1S no gnion.

NOMINATIONS FOR

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD

The| constitution adopted at the In-
dianapolis® convention, and since ap-
proved by a referendary vote of the
branches, provides for a national execu-
tive bhard of nine members, “five

whom! shall be chosen

from

of

territory

convenient to the national hear]quartcri
and shall be called ‘resident members,

and the remaining four shall be chosen, .
as possible, from other parts of
The present executive
on July 21 requested the mem-

as far
the country.”
board

bers tp make nominations for the new

board.

been named up to this time:

" Brown, Corinne 8., Tllin

Allinnn. James, Now York

ois

Berger, Victor L., Wisconsin

Clemens, G. C.. Kansas
t, J=gse. Illinois

rmer, W E. Toxus

sar, J. H , Lilinois

organ, W..C., Illinois
ley. J. W., Inliana
doff. Isadore, Wiscon

Her, L. B, Now York
lar, Hago, Indinna

Rickar, A. W., [nwa
R lby, Gro. W., Illinois

Cartney, I, O., Massachusetts

hs, Eugene V. Indiana

rdon, F. G R, Mussachusetts

la, Marg ret, Massachusatts
ath, Frederick. Wisconsin

sin

darus, Frunk. Illinois

Robney, Engons H.. Wisconsin
Stroball, G . H., New Jersey
Sted nan. S:ymour. Ilhoois

patland. G.
horn, Hun
anen, Jacob, Illinois

8
U
Wi

., Conaecticut
. Ilinois

ETAL WORKERS START RIGHT

In response the following have

An linternational union of the metal
. workers of the United States was effect-

presen

ed last week at Indianapolis, of which
C. O, Sherman of Chicago is general
‘ That the new organization
appears from the declara-
inciples adopted, which read in
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we have the proprietary class, p -
ing almost all the soil, the houses, fac-
tories, means of transportation, ma-
chines, raw material and all necessaries

of life.

In comparison to the entire

people this class represents a small mi-

nority.

“On the other side we have the work-
men, possessing nothing but their in-
tellectual and physical power with which
to labor, and which they must sell to the
possessors of the means of production in

order to live,
the millions.

The workers represent

“The interest of the possessing class
consists in buying the productive power
of the laborer as cheaply as possible, in
order to produce as much as possible

and to amass wealth.

The few hundred

thousand proprictors arrogate to them-
selves the larger part of the wealth pro-

duced by the workers.

The laboring

millions reccive “from the product of
their labor only as much as is necessary
to live a life of misery and starvation.
“Every improvement in machinery,
every new discovery of hitherto un-
known forces of nature, the proprietary
class arrogates to itself for the exclusive
purpose of increasing its possessions.
Through this process, human labor is
more and more displaced by machinery.
“The workers, having become su-

perfluous, are compelled to sell their

labor at any price in order to save them-

selves from starvation.

The value of la-

bor gradually decreases; the laboring
people are being impoverished more and
more; their consuming power is more
and more lessened, and the consequence
is that the commodities produced re-
main upon the market without being
bought by any one.
naiton sets in! production is decreas®q,
and even partially suspended. The crisis

has arrived.

Commercial stag-

“The proprietary class presses into its
service the power of the state—the po-
lice, militia, and press, to protect the
possessions produced by others, and to

declare for the

sacredness’ of property.

While the millions of the working people
are left without the means of existence,
without rights, and. unprotected, be-
trayed, and sold out {o their-cnemies by
the state and by the press, the arms of
the police-and of the militia are directed

against them.”

ANNALS OF THE POOR

Speaking of ‘child labor in the south,
Mr. Travis says: “A larger part of the
work is done by children. ' There is no
restriction on child labor in the south,
and attendance upon $chool is not ¢com-
pulsory. I saw children 8 and g years of
age working from 6 o’clock in the-even-
ing until 6 o’clock in the morning for
One of the mills in

10 cents a night.
Concord, N.

C.,;has increased its ca-

pacity threefold in thirteen years and
has paid regularly 10 per cent dividends.

mills

In Charlotte there are fifteen mills do-
‘ing as well.”
In some of the southern

the

windows are frosted so that the face-
tious outsider shall not behold the hell
within, and operatives are docked and
even fined when they are absent for a
few minutes in response.to sanitary re-

quirements,

Let us look into one of these heca-
tombs; dusty floors, flying wheels and

swaying frames, and in
twelve long hours, babes toil.

din, for

You pick one up; its little hand lays
on your arm, and it meets your gaze
with listless and wondering eyes. It
has a heart, and you can feel it throb,
and then you stand it down on the floor

and it moves to feed

the machine—

with its fingers, eyes, arms, its life and

its soul, for what?

For profits—10 per

cent dividends and national honor!
When most of you go home vyour

darlings greet you, throw

their arms

around your neck, place their lips upon
your cheek, their ‘eyes are bright, and
they think you'so good, so big, so great.

If some one should pick up your babe,
“you well-to-do,"” and drive it for twelve
long hours at night, what then?® Oh, it’s

not your child that moans?

subterfuge!

A brutal

Wm. McKinley and Wm. Bryan, the
coming generation asks a question; the
child appeals; it has no silver to coin,
no foreign markets to exploit. What is

your reply?

The Socialist will answer:

All chil=

dren belong to society and by it, must
be fed, clothed and educated. The sun-
light shall fall upon its smiles and its
laughter fill the bowers, the world shall
be its playground, humanity sharing the

radiancy of its joy.

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY

HEW\)A‘ITERS—‘IN WASHINGTON lf... i:mcaao

National
Meister, chairman;
urer;

Campaign Committee—Robert
Joseph R. Finn, treas-
Seymour Stedman, secretary.
. Finance Committee—Edward

Zeigler,

chairman; Joseph R. Finn, treasurer; James

Wright, secretary.

chairman;

chairman; Philip
Committee on .

Stedman, chnirman; Arthur Dennison, sec-

Committee on Literature—A. S. Edwards, |
Christian Mickelson, secretary.
Committee on Printing—Jdcob Winnen,
Brown, secretary, :
Organizatio

r

LOCAL BRANCHES

Notices of Branch Meotings Inserted for
25 Cents per lnnt.h

: - MINNESOTA Fu:
Branch 1, Red Lake Falls, meets every other
Bunday In real estate office of Fred Gesswein,
on uu{p;. A.Ki:;ubgri.&c'nt:q.

MISSOURL.
uls headquarters, Room 7, 22 N. Fourth
8t Axa?inu all communications to E. Val Put-

nain, Becretary. For Information concerning
ward bunch::.ytnqulre at the above addresa.
Branch No..7, Kansas City, meets every

CALIFORNIA
Liberty B Ban Francisco, holds e
;neeun‘l "m-“““t &y H’d WM m-
ngs, g & free,
ess meetlings ‘(for members) every Thurl-_

Busin
d.l{ evening.
berxh © Herald free to each

ip, Social D
member, 25 cénts per mouth.
.‘Apply to the secretary, John C. Wesley, 117 Turk

Branch No. 1, Los An‘eh‘:, meets e Sun-
day afternoon at 8 o'clook st Woodmen's 125%
Spring 8t. J. Franc, 700 Dayton Ave., Secretary.

Branch No. 5, Alameda, Californis, holds free public
meetings every 2d and 4th Sunday, 8 p. m.at Foresters'
Hall, cor Park St: and Santa Clara Ave. Husiness an.
‘l".‘d::lsu:npl m:gtl é:omtn:b-u) All':.:n:. agd Mon-

m, a i y a J
Becretary, 1610 Walnat St. ~"' e

Branch No. 1, Deay COLOEADO : :
ranch No. 1, Denver, meqts ev un at3:00 p. m.
ut 1715 Califoraia Aver, Ghms: M. Davbs. Bacrctny” it
17th Street, i

Branch No, 3, Goldfield, meets every San at 7:30
p. m,, at City Hall. Chas. La Camp, Bzcr:ud:y,.

CONNECTICUT.

The Connecticut State Committee mests the last
SBuuday of escti mouth at Turn Hall, Bockvul:. l.a
Bohlaf, Secretary.

?nnch No. 8, New Hayen,
GVB

0 -

meets every Wednesday
uing, at 8 p, m., st Aurora Hall. C, Volmer, Sec.
Thurr‘:ichyhoi %ﬂ&xkﬁilllr. Couun,, meets n‘;.t und third
LY A ro Hall meeting room, Vil troet.
Becretary, Richard Nlodorw-r(nlr'.‘uox 760, Hage

ILLINOIS, ;
Meetings of Chicago Central Committee held
regularly second and fourth Wednesdays of

.each month at Dr. J. H. Greer's office, 52 -

rn St

Branch No. 1, Chicago, meets every Wednesday

evening. Thomas Kirwin, Secretary, 2504 Went-
worth Ave,
‘Branch No. 2 (Bohemian) Chicago. meets first and
third Saturday st 8 p.m. at Nugl's Hall, 135 Blue
Islaud Ave, Ferdinand Svoboda, Secretary, 654 West
18th Street, '

Hsranch No. 3 (Bohemian), Chicago, mests second aud
fourth Monduys at 8 p.m. in Dunder's place, 1080 W,
18th place. Joseph Dunder, Secretury,

Branch No. 3, Chicago, meets secon'l and fourth Sun-
days of each month st Pisaiik's Hsll, cor. Centro
av . and 19th st. Jos, Cerny, Bec'y- 5.0 W, 18th St.

Branch No. 6 (German), Chicu 0, fuvols every
first Saturday each month at § o'clock at Nagl's
Hall, 535 Blue Island Ave, near 15tk St. Albin
Gelsler, Secretary, 726 W, 20th St. -

Braoch No. 8, (Bohemian) Chicago, meets second and
fourth Sunday, at 9 a, m., st 5002 Live  Street. J. A,
Ambroz, Secretary, 4440 Wood Street.

Branch No. §. Chicago, mwets at 1148 W, 63rd st., first
and third Sgndus atd p, m. Gus. Larson, Secretary,
6243 Center aYerue,

INDIANA. '

Branch No. 6, Indianapolis, meets first Satur-
day evening and third Sunday afternoon of each
month at Relchwein's Hall, corner Market and
Noble Bts. ? . .
IOWA.

Branch No. 2, Hiteman, meets every fourth Friday in
the month at opera hiouse. S. B. Jamieson. chairman,
Jumes Fishor, organizer ; Joseph Schollucut. secretary.

KENTUCKY
Branch No. 4, Bellevue, meots 1s: and 3rd Sanday, at
2p, m.; aod Jud'sud 4th Wednesday at 8 p. m., at 91
Fairfiold ave.  Weo will xim 10 muke it iuieresting for
all. Heuory Listerman, Sec., 162 Fuote ave. .

MARYLAND,

Branch No. 1, Baltimore, meets every Sunday
at 8 p. m. at Cnerg‘enler'l Hull, 560 E, Baltimore
8t. Public Invit

quh No. 2, Baltimore, meets every Tuesday. at 8 p.
m.at Wenzel's Hotel, 328 W. Camden st. Good speeches.
Public invited. Leviu T. Jonws, Secretary, 202 W.
Barre st. i

MASSACHUSETTS.

The Massachusetts State Committee meets the
first Saturday of each month at 724 Washington
8t., Boston. All dues and moneys Intended for
the BState Committee should be sent to the
financlal secretary, A. McDonald, 14 W. Spring-
fleld St, Boston. All other corr d

at 8 p. m. at 1300 Union Ave, G, 'J.
Storz, Becretary, 1330 W, 9th Bt. i
U MONTANA.
Branch No. 1, Butte, meets every Thursday, at §:30
p. m., Engineers’ Hall, Owsley Bvek. G. Frankel, Sec:
71 E. Park Btreet. s .
Branch No. 2 meets first and tkird Sundays of each
month atG. W, Wuqd'l home, Chicu, Moat, dy
NEW JERSEY
hBrnch.LNo. 1. Becretary, Michsel W. Bohor, 87 Liv-
ranch No, 5, Camden, N. J., meets every 3d Sunday
of the month. ¥ i! d
e Kniul?n'- A':nru;:nwn_nn address Paul Eberding,
Satari, St tacemn ) Hele iy sr Hisd
» At luternation ¢ Sl
Hartwig, Soeroury.;!li:dr‘om St el
Braneh No. § (German), Pa N. J., meets
first aud third Moudsys » 8 p. m. at Helvetis Hall,
8436 Van Toaten'St. Kar1 Lider, Bocretary, 248 Ed-

NEW YORK.

TheCity Central Agitation Committes of Greater Now
Yurl:i.:anu ovo? socond L'uesday at 412 Gruud street,
Windsor Hall. James AHman, Secretary, 52 sutfolk st
care of ** Forward '’

East Side Braneh, No.

every first and Ien Tk mesta

third Thursday at' /12 Cilaton
St. A, Guyer, Secretary, 163 Suffolk Ht.
Hranch No,

second and fourth Wednudl(t of the month at
1059 Second Av., at the “Central." Henry Laug, Secre-
tary, 84 E. 60th St. ¥ ot
Branch No, 4, West Side Branch, New York,
meets second and fourth Tuesdays of every
month at headquarters, 189 W. ﬂlg St Eliza-
beth H. Thomas, Secretary. i
Bruach No. 5 Brookiyo, New York, meets every Satur.
dayat s p.m/, at 56 Moore St. Visitors welcome. Com~
rades desirivg to orkanize should conimuuicate with
retary Sol. Pressman, 190 Boerum Bt 1
Bn'\cl'l No. 1", Nuw York, mests every Friday, at 8
m., 208 E Broadway. Lectures and discussiong. 'Pu
lic invited. Organizer, Joseph Willisme, 56 Henry st.;
OH10. ;

Branch No. 2, Cleveland, meets in Ohlsen's
Hall, 66 York St., s~cond and fourth Sundays at
3 p. m. Lectures, discussions, business meet-
ings, first and third Fridays at 8

. m.
Branch No. 3, Cleveland, meets lrr:t and third

Sundays in each manth at & n m in “higsen's
6 York St. Lectures and
branch No. 4, Ciucintiso, meis &0 b i sen Hall

southeast corner 9th and Plam Sts., svery Sunday at 2
. m.  Lectures and discussions. Public invited.  Jos,
Asin, Secretary, 1410 Uentral Avenue.

Brauch No. 5, Dayton, Ohio, meets every 2d and 4th
Friday evening, iu Hull 27, Central Trades Council
Bloc Everyone interested in Socialisw invited, J.
(él,sc'.'ia'n"' Chairman, W. Barringer, Secretary, P, O,

x 294,
Branch No. 8, Cincinnatl, meets every second ¢
and fourth Saturday In Workingmen's Hall, 1513
Walnat St.  F. Hamel, Secretary, 1804 Frintz St. .
_ Branch No. 11, German, Colambuos. Tuomas May, Jr.
Secretar; , 85 8. drd St.
Bl PENNSYLVANIA. i
ranch No. 1, Philadelpiia, mests every Monday, at
8p m., at 423 8. 3rd Street, until farther notice, Ny
_Branch No. 2, Erie, meets every Suunda yod p.
K. of L. Hall, 7i6 ‘State St. Chalrman, Jz»ep‘l’x é’?.'n'..'
Secretary, J. E. Perry, 119 Sassafrass St.

Branch No. 4, Pitt«barg, meets 2ud and last Wednes-
day evening al 7:30 p. m. at KFunk Hall, 8. s
and Josephine Sts. W. Bohn, President, 244 Ad-
dison Bt. J. H. Lewls, Becretary, 218 Jane Bt.

Branch No. 4, Coudersport. Meets every second and
last Wm.lnl sday of ench mouth 1o K. of L. ludl" ‘Chas.
Kuoispul, C airmun; L. H. Morse, Secretar,, Ben, Cod-
ington, Treasurer,

Hrauch No. 5, Philadelphia, meets first Friday of
-:rsh rlx)m;xlh—Exi;vulim meets SowTr) :‘lugduy morting—
at 8. D. P, Clao Roouss, at 423 8. Third St. ~ 0, T
M. Gillis, 1007 3. Third St. il

Braach No, 10, Williamsport, meets overy Bonday
;f' Agunc:w‘n!; 'Jsp. ., 10, Sootal- st-.r tnll. No. 16 East

t.  G. B. Smitn, chairman; Joo. i 3 A

43 Secoud St.  Public invited. s s«'u.rewy

2, EN o W;\Sll;lNGTON

ranch No. 5, Tacoms. Mewts every Mond:

at 8 p, m., 48 11th Street. yhehidl Nl "“h_,‘

WISCONSIN,

Milwankee Central Conimittee, S. D. P., meets second
avd fourth Mousday of the mouth at Biewers' Hall,
soatheast corner Fourth aud Chestuut sta.

should be addressed to the Corresponding Sec-
Lewry, Margaret Haile, 5 Glenwood St.,
ury.

Branch No. 2, Holyoke, meets second and
fourth Taesdays of esch month at Springdals Tarner
Hull.  Gas. Geisler, Orgunizer, 413 Muin 8t,

Branch No. b, Lynn, permanent headquarters
71 Muuroe St. Business meetiog urari Monday night
at 7200, ‘Upen house. Public invited. Harry Gotimer,
Bec., 423 Essex St.

Brauch No, 9, Brockton. meets Friday nights st 8 p.
m. for business at Socialist Hall, Clark’s Block, cor-
ner Main and Center Sts. Every, comrade_is expected
to attend one meeting s month. Mrs. Aunie Busworth,
Beoretary, 81 Prospect st.

Branch No. 15, East Boston, meets every Mon-
day at 8 p. m. at 8 Chelsea St. Miss Jenny
Segal, Becretary. 99 Chelsea St.

Branch No. 20, Roxbury, Muss., meets at 24 Warren
st.. 24 and 4ch Fradays of every mouth. Public invited
* Branch No. 31, Chelsea, permanent headquai
ters, Room 2, Postoffice Bullding. Open ever)
evening. Business meetings every Thursday at
8 p. m. Public invited.

MICHIGAN
Branch No. 1, Battle Creek, Mich., meets 2nd and 4th

| Buaday of each month, at 3 p. m. at*10 W. Main Street,

in the [uternational Congress Hall. All are cordially

invited. L. C. Rogers. Secretary,

* Secretary, 881 25th 8t

h No. 1, Milwankee, meets st Kailer's H
Fourth Street, butween State nud Pruirie, every sec
and fourth I'barsdus eveuiug.

Branch No. 2, Milwaukee, megls every seeond
apd fourth Friday in Gestke's Hall,'corner Green Bay
and Cancordin Ave. it

Hranch No. 3, Sheboygan. Meets every second Thurs- .
day of tue wouth at kmil Hendschel's place, 1011 Michs
lcan uve.  Socretary, Eugeno F. kicheuberger, 1701 N,
11th street, 5 .

Lranch No. 4, Milwaukee, meets every Mnrst
and third Friday each month at’ Meller's. Hall,
corner 2d and Brown Bts. George Moerschel,

Branch No. 9, Mllw;nuku, meets every fourth
Friday of the month at R Bigel's Hall soutk-
east corner Orchard St. and 9th Ave, 0. Wild, Becre-

tary.

Hranch No. 12, Milwaukee, meets cver}' first
aud third Thursday of each month at Kraus' Hall; 21
nod Center St., wt 8 p. m.  Secretary, Rudolph Lossch-
man, 1126 23:d St. -

Brauch No. 23, Milwankee; meets second and fousth
Wednesduy of each month, at 524 Clark strect.  Henry
Harbicht, Sec., 1Ui4 ith Street, "

tlave your card inserted in the
BRANCH DIRECTORY, 25 Cents per
Mounth. It will help you in the work
in your locality. o e i

NOTICE TO COMMITTEEMEN

The meeting of the County Campaign
Committee on Sunday, August 12, will
be held at,Ccnttz Labor Union Hall, 55
North Clark sti®et, near Michigan ave-
nue. The meeting will be called to or-
der at 10 a. m., and every comrade
clected to serve on the committee is ex-
pected to attend.

NEW BRANCHES

_Illinois, one.
Massachusetts, one.
Nebraska, one.
South Dakota, one.
Wisconsin, three.

FORGING AHEAD IN IOWA

It is a great gratification toall Social-
ists to read in the columns of The Her-
ald the names of new branches organ-
ized, and thus to know that the move-
ment is having rapid and substantial
growth. We, of lowa, are also proud
of the additional fact that in no place
has the cause shown greater growth
than in our own state. At the begin-
ning of the year Socidl Democracy was
practically unknown in lowa. The
writer at that time was a member of
another party organization, as were the
host of able supporters who are now
enrolled under the banner of Socialjsm.

Today we number thirteen branches;
located in six congressional districts.
There are as many more in process of
formation and the writer is in communi-
cation with active Socialists in every
congressional district in the state and
in sixty per cent of the counties. The
membership of the party here is as
varied as our population. Two of the
branches are in coal camps. Two of
gt‘:m,hre composed of farmers and the

Ve 5 iy

state there are 215 subscribers to the

Appeal to Reason. Nearly all of them

are for Debs and Harriman. In one

cotinty there are over 600 copies of the -
Appeal going to actual subscribers.

Qur support is coming from the best
elements of lowa citizenship, and much
of it from. mén and women of means.
And we are just begun. - Thé entire
northern and western sections of the
state are as yet uninvaded. The years
to.come will show to our comrades in
other sections that lowa, although the
favored of hature, has in her rich soil a
place for Socialism, and that our glori-
ous cause will grow as well when nature
swiles as when she frowns.

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN FUND

S. Goldman, Philadelphia. ........ i ..$ .60
Marx Sand, Brooklyn " 1.00
Julius Bitterlich, St. Louis.......... 1.00
ST Chicagey. vaiosiin; AR e .25
James A. Arnold, Louisville..............

B. Bichowsky, Philadelphia..
M. Shiau, bt e

M. Shapiro, "
I. Gerson, #
J. Mitozky, i o
F.Sh. B. M., bt
Salinsky, ‘ o
M. Gillis, e
B. Weisberg, ¢

Previously reported. ....... ...
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~ NATURE AND SOCIALISM -
It is the Co-operation of the Forces

} of Nature that Enables All
i Things to Exist

When you argue Socialism with a
man who knows nothing of social -eco-
fnomics, his last resort for a reply is,
“Your theories look all right, but they
won't work.” This reply is the last re-

. sort of the ignorant. Any system 1
practical that the ruling power can con-
ceive, and Socialism to the man who.
finderstands its principles is the most
practical and reasonable social system
hat has yet been offered for the consid-
eration of intelligent people. The
theory is based upon the laws of nature
and life, and being based upon the pri-
mary law of life it is the most natural
and practical.

| “The masses have been so long taught
by their ignorant leaders that the law of
_lindividualism is right, that it is hard for
‘them to conceive the unity of the law of
life. 1f there was no sun there would be
no moon, and if the sun was not fed
from other planets it would cease to ex-
4st. Were it not for the heat forces
that operate this planet it would prob-
ably become: an iceberg—a barren |
waste, and animal and vegetable life
would cease to exist. So it is the co-
"operation of the forces of nature that
enables all things to exist. Without this
natural co-operation, what we call ex-
istence would cease, and chaos wogld
reign supreme. This is the beautiful
lesson taught by nature of which hu-
manity has learned so little. Under civ-
ilization no man lives alone. There
could be no civilization without the so-
cial organism. But no civilization has
perfected the organism. What has been
accomplished in this direction is only
superficial. Society has only learned to
produce and concentrate. - It has not
Jearned to adopt a periect system of dis-
tribution. The result is the wealth is
‘congested; the many become surfeited
with the things they don't need, while
‘the many who produce the wealth are
impoverished. All this occurs on ac-
count of the lack of a system in accord-

ance with the laws of nature. ;

#f the sun were to continue to be fed
without throwing off any of the force
absorbed, the other planets would be-
come dead and be consumed by the ter-
rible force concentrated by the sun.
But this is not the order of nature. But
through the distribution of forces each
planet is held in equilibrium and serves
its purpose in the plauetary universe.

The evils of which society complains,
such as labor troubles, prostitution, mur-
der, theft and all other social evils, only

| result from the violation of the laws of
| nature. The inordinate tesires of many
' is only the evidence of an-abnormal con-
| dition of society produced by an incor-
' rect economic system. This condition
is no less to be found among the ex-
tremely rich than among the extremely
poor. All are affected by the same
common cause, and all siffer as a com-
mon result of the violation of the law of
life. We are only paying the penalty of
violated law, and we find the same de-
| structive principle operating in human
| society as would.occur in nature should
the law of co-operation be impeded in
nature. i i i

The magnitude of this great question
is incomprehensible to many, and when
they oppose Socialism they never think
that the movement is based upon scien-
tific principles and is in accord with the
law of life—existence.

Now let me lay the question before
the readers of this paper that “he who
runs may read.”

First: I will assume that under our
present system of machinery in this,
country which represents the labor
power of 800,000,000 men, enough can
be produced to feed and clothe and
house every human being, not only in
comfort, but in opulence. This, I as-
sume, will not be denied by any one of
ordinary intelligence. Then the as-
sumption must necessarily be reached
that we have found the solution of the
question of production. But notwith-
standing we have found through ma-
chinery progress the solution of pro-
duction there are millions of people no
better off than the serfs and slaves of
medieval ages. And it is a guestion as
to whether the condition of the masses
have been bettered by this material
progress. Many advanced thinkers and
writers assert that barbarism presents
to us a more favorable condition for the

. masses than the present intensified civ-
~ilization, ruled by capitalism. If we
have found the solution of production,
{ there can be no reason ‘why poverty and
f want can't be made to disappear Dby
i adopting a natural system of distribu-
tion. A system in which the forces of
roduction and distribution will be
d upon natural law.
. 1f the sun being fed by other planets
gives back to the planets light, warmth
and vitality, why should the organism
~ called society, not adopt the plan of
- nature and erect the co-operative com-
~ monwealth based upon the same prin-

1 e’l;h;g seems mmx:tq would be the |

tem would obtain in which there would
be periect order.

ﬁh planet in the cosmogony  is
purely unselfish, and renders such assist-
ance as is necessary to produce and hold
in place. the universe, and when each
individual shall be forced in the co-oper-
ative lcommonwealth to fulfill the func-
tion necessary to the existence of others
then social order will obtain and not be-
fore. | This will be the order which will
succeed the present capitalistic and com-
petitive systems.—W. E. Farmer, in
Farmiers’ Review.

Contributions for the National
Campaign Fund of the Social
Demoeratic Party should be
sent to 1he treasurer, Joseph R.
Finn, 126 Washington Street,
Chicago. Acknowledgment will
be made in the Herald.

COMMON WEAL AND
" PRIVATE. INITIATIVE

(Continued from l'l';;i Page)
production, I consider myself bound to
statel that the fundamental proposition
which forms its; nucleus belongs to
Marx. That proposition is that, in every
histdrical epoch, the prevailing mode of
economic production and exchange, and
the social organization necessarily fol-
lowing from it, form the basis upon
which is built up, and from which alone
canc}bc explained, the political and in-
tellectual. history of that epoch.” To
miss this—and how often is it missed !—
is to{misapprehend the whole position of
the {Socialist movement, for it is his
clear comprehension of the ‘truth that
all docial forms take their shape from
the jprevailing mode of economic pro-
duction and exchange, which makes the
Socialist a revolutionist instead of a re-
former, which makes him the tuncom-
promising advocate of a total ehange of
system, and the uncompromising foe of
those who seek, by tinkering make-
shifts, to prolong the life of the existing
chaos of selfish competition.andasselfish
contbination. He therefore refuses
to act with the Democrat or Mugwump,
wha professes enthusiasm for economy,
because he recognizes that, so long as
évery man has to play for his own hand,
every politician will make hay while the
sun| shines, just as every storekeeper,
when trade is brisk, uses the oppor-
tunjty as though it were his last. He
refuses to believe in the protestations of
the| free-trade bourgeoise, because he
knd\\'s that at heart all traders, working
on |a selfish basis as they must, yearn
for|monopoly so far as their own mar-
kets are concerned; and he points to
‘the| record of the English manufactur-
ers, whose pseudo-enthusiasm for free-
dom of exchange expired the instant
thely secured the free importation of the
materials which their particular factories
‘required. When he looks. at trades un-
jon, composed of individuals each of
whom. has his own bread and butter
ﬁght to make, and sees that union in
desperate. war with employers whose
vczfy existence it threatens, the Socialist
does not expect to see in it a model of
voluntary co-operation. He expects to
find it a military organization, following
thg tactics usually observed in the indus-
trial warfare that everywhere prevails.
In| short, the Socialist sees sordid, sel-
fish warfare everywhere the accepted
method of production and eéxchange,
antl sordid, warlike tactics therefore the
accepted rule in every walk of life, be it
the workman’s in his shop, the trades-
man’s in his store, the preacher’s in his
pg@lpit._or the so-called statesman's in
o

ce or on the stump. It is the soil of
which its channel is composed that gives
the color to every stream.
What warranty does history give for
Mr. Spencer’s dictum that the people
cannot administer their own affairs, save
unider the autocratic imperialism of a
bureaucratic ring? Tt gives us none
whatever. His is the cry invariably
raised by every monopolist the instant it
is \proposed to transfer his power to the
people’s hands. It was the ‘cry of the
pape that the people were incapable of
looking to their own salvation in the
great beyond, and the Bible was tliere-
fore locked between covers, the priest
alone being the holder of the key. It
was the crv of Louis XIV.—and all the
chzw of rulers by the grace of God that
tgok their cue from him—not merely
that “I am the state,” but that without
ie the state would fall to pieces.” It
:-Srvks the cry of the slave-owners of the
puth that they fed and sheltered their
slaves, just as today pathetic letters ap-
pear in the London Times from TIrish
landlords reciting the charities extended
in the past to tenants who now bite the
and that fed them. ' It is today the cry
of the capitalists that the regularity with
which the wants of our cities are sup-
‘plied is-proof positive of their fitness for
afiministration. - But the people are not
asking to be fed. They are tired of their
position as wards under a trusteeship
that is perpetually abused. They wish
for liberty to feed themsélves, as they
wished, four hundred years ago, for lib-
erty. to select their own spiritual food;
as they sought a hundred years ago for
the right to manage their own political
affairs. This is the great historic evolu-

¢arly training acquired when the princi-

f laissez faire were thought to be

‘dread they know not what.

H at Herbert Spencer, himself the
ctim of a class environment and an

That the evolution is directly along
these lines is palpable to all who have
even the most superficial acquaintance
with the platforms of the various reform
parties of the day; and, although it is
true that ther= is such a thing as retro-
gressive evolution, it has never yet oc-
curred that retrogression has occurred
during an era of invention. Far more
than all its predecessors has this been a
century of discoveries, and we are still
unquestionably on the advance. The
line of the advance is very clearly
marked. Number off the various move-
ments, one by one, and note their uni-
versal tend. ' Everywhere there is a
struggle for home rule, for the right of
the municipality, the state, or the nation,
to manage, as an integral whole, its own
affairs, unhampered by dictation, It is
along these very lines that Nationalism
in this country is making its most effec-
tive propaganda—a—propaganda that
is probably insinuating itself more ex-
tensively into general thought by the
very quietness with which it works. The
women have an intensely active agita-
tion. They are tired of “‘taxation with-
out representation”; they wish at least
for a voice wherewith to protest against
being misgoverned, and all their leaders
are active in the ranks of other move-
ments, having distinctly for their aim
self-government. Trades-unionism is a
movement that, as yet, has lacked the
courage to declare. itself, but the em-
ployers construe it correctly. “These
people,” they say, “object to our run-
ning our business as we choose,” and,
indeed, that is precisely the objection.
They do object to being “run;"” they ob-
ject to being run while they are at work,
to being run out of employment when
they would.gladly be employed. ~Fhat
they do not clearly: compréhend that
their employers, like themselves, are the
victims of a vicious system that makes
this industrial dictatorship a necessary
evil is the gravest of misfortunes, but
one that Socialist agitation is doing its
best to rectify. Upon certain definite
planks all sections are practically today
agreed, as, for instance, that the great
distributing arteries of the country—the
railroads and the telegrajths—sliould be
brought under the general control.

The inter-state commerce act was a
confession of the thought of the times
upon this subject, and its notorious fail-
ure has merely added fuel to the fire,
To multiply instances would be tedious.
The general drift is easily discernible,
and the movement toward a self-govern-
ing sodlidarity; that the tyrannies en-
gendered by a misapplication of indi-
vidualism has started, shows no sign of
balking at the spectre of a colossal di-
rectorate that Mr. Spencer has raised.
With equal show of reason might it be
urged that to invest women with the
suffrage would be to multiply offices and
to add further complications to our al-
ready over-tangled politics. The suf-
frage is claimed as a right, and so is the
joint possession of our joint inheritance.

The curse of this generation is that
we are afraid. Anxiety and the fear of
want are necessarily the constant com-
panions of the poor, but no class is.to-
day exempt. Everywhere there is un-
easiness, everywhere there is a growing
sense of insecurity, everywhere men
Granted
that a storm is coming, how will it re-
sult? Will it tear society up by the
roots to land us again at the point from
which we started centuries ago? Are
we in for a period of lawlessness to be
followed by the iron rule.of a dictator?
Men do not know; the future is more
than ever misty, and therefore they are
afraid. But we have the means of know-
ing. We are able today to take stock of

our resources as we never were before,!

and the most cursory examination
shows that the resources are practically
infinite. The history of the world is at
last an open book, and the task of sum-
ming up is trifling. We see that the old
myths of the impotence of man are
laughable monstrosities, interesting only
as mementoes of his early helplessness.
A thousand arts have picked him up out
of the isolation of the past, and brought
him into the closest contact with his fel-
lows. Thus he has learned his strength
and theirs; he has mastered the virtue
ofself-reliance and.discovered the power
that combination gives. That charac-
ter, forged in the furnace of a long and
sturdy struggle, will never desert him;
that knowledge, so laboriously acquired,
he will never forget. It may be that a
sharp shock or two will' be required to
wake the sleeper ; that the chrysalis may
be burst with painful effort. But that it
will be burst is as certain as tomorrow’s
dawn. The momentum already acquired
by the human race is irresistible ; ni pre-
tre ni maitre, neither priest nor master,
can hope to bar the way. An immense
solidarity of thought, and consequently
an immense solidarity of action; a uni-
versal acceptance of the common-sense
teachings of evolution, and the conse-
quent harmony of a universal life con-
ducted upon principles in which all the
actors are agreed; such is the forecast
of a future which is probably far nearer
than even the most sanguine of us sup-
pose. That the masses are today com-
pletely skeptical -of its attainment is

nothing, for it has been the fate of all

great changes to be mocked at before-
hand, and to be regarded as inevitable
when once accom: ed. “Before 1789

we were but a handful of Republicans in | ;
‘the whole of France,” said Camille Des- | the
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vidual workers at cost of printing.and

ostage. :

LEAFLET NO. 1-is an address to
unorganized Socialists; contains infor-
mation concerning the Socialist move-
ment, the party and its methods, object
and program.

LEAFLET NO. 2—“An Open Letter
to the Average American Workman,”
by Ben Atterbury. This is an admirable
and convincing paper on the wage ques-
tion, production, distribution of wealth-
and an appeal to the intelligence of the
working class.
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THE PLATFORM

The Social Democratic Party of America
declares that life, liberty and happiness depend
upon equal political and economic rights.

In our economic .development an industrial
revolution has taken place, the individual tool
of former years having become the social tool
of the present. The individual tool‘was owned
by the worker who employed himself and was
master of his product. The social tool, the
machine, is owned by the capitalist and the
worker is dependent upon him for employ-
ment. The capitalist thus becomes the master
of the worker and is able to appropriate to
himself a large sharé of the. product of hi:
‘abor.

Capitalism, the private ownership "of the
means of production, is responsible for the in-
sécurity of subsistence, the pcverty, misery
and degradation of the lever-growing majority
of our people; but the same economic forces
which have produced and now intensify the
capitalist system will necessitate the adoption
of Socialism, the collective ownership of the
means of production for the common good
and welfare.

The present system of social production and
private pwnership is rapidly converting society
into two antagonistic classes—i. e., the capital-
ist class and the propertyless class. The mid-
dle class, once the most powerful of this great
nation, is disappearing in the mill of competi-
tion.. The issue i1s now between the two class-
es first named. Our political liberty is now of
little value to the masses unless used to acquire
economic liberty. e o

Independent political action and the trade
union movement are the chief emancipating
factors of the working class, the one represent-
ing its politicad, the other its economic wing,
and both must co-operate to abolish the cap-
italist system,

Therefore the Social Demoératic Party of
America declares its object to be; .

First—The organization of the working
class into a poiitical party to conquer the
public powers now controlled by capitalists.

Second—The abolition of wage-slavery by
the establishment of a national system of co-|

operative imllz(ry. based upon the social or |

common owndrship of the means of produc-
tion and distribution, to be administered by
society in the common interest of all its mem-
bers, and the complete emancipation of the
socially useful classes from the domination of
capitalism.

The working class and all those in sym-
pathy ‘with their historic mission to realize
a higher civilization should sever connection
with all capitalist and reform parties and unite
with the Social Democratic Party oi America.

The control of political power by the Social
Democratic party ‘will be tantamount to the
abolition of all class rule.

! The solidarity of labor connecting the mil-
lions of class-conscious - fellow-workers
throughout the civilized world will lead to in-
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man,

As steps in that direction, we make the fol-

Iowgng demands: .
_ First—Revision ol our federal constitution,
in order to remove the obstacles to complete
control of government by the people irre-
spective of sex. i

Second—The public ownership of all indus-
t},qes controlled by monopolies, trusts and com-

ines.

. Third—The public ownership of all rail-
roads, telegraphs and telephones; all means
of transportation, and communication; all
water-works, gas and electric plants, and other
public utilities. . :

. Fourth—The public ownership of all gold,
silver, copper, lead, iron, coal, and other
mines, and all oil and gas wells. .

. Fifth—The reduction of the hours of labor
in proportion to the increasing facilities of
production, ;

.. Sixth—The inauguration of a systemn of pub- |
lic works and improvements for the employ-

ment of the unemployed, the public i

be utilized for lhal';)m):’ose.‘h s e

. Seventh—Useful inventions to be free,

inventor to be remunerated by the public.
Eighth—Labor legislation to be national, in-

stead of local, and international
Ninth—National insurance of working peo-

ple against accidents, lack of employment and

want in old age. :
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