
The Revolutionary Age 
A Chronicle and Interpretation of Events • Europe In 

VoL I, No. 11 Saturday, December 28, 1918 Price, 3 Cents 

The Story of the First Days of the German Revolution 
Told in Proclamations 

I" its issu~ of Nov~tI,b~r 5, four days b~for~ ,he 
?nJolu'""" The Vorwaerts, th~ officw.lorgan of the 
"fIGjority Socialists, /Wint~d the following proclamatio" 
''-OM the gov~rn"'mt which was thm mad~ up of 

jace Mu von Badm, Von Pay", Dr. Solf, Phil.p 
.eideman", etc.: 

To the GermlUl People! 
The trouble of the times lies heavy on the world 

and on the German people. We must overcome these 
hard days and their consequences. Already we must 
legin to work for happier times. The new govern
.nent has undertaken steps to bring about this resuk. 
Important things have been accomplished. 

I. Equal franchise in Prussia is established. 
2. A new government has been formed from the 

najority parties in parliament. 
3. The Chancellor and his co-workers in order to 

!Ilsure the success of their work need the confidence of 
llarliament and of the people. 

4. Fundamental rights have been taken over from 
the person of the Emperor and pbced in the hands of 
the people's representatives. 

S. The declaration of war and the concluding of 
peace are at the disposition of parliament (the Reichs-
tar)· 

6. The subordination of the Military Act minis
tration to the responsible Chancellor has been effected. 

7. A far reaching amnesty has been issued. 

8. Freedom of the press and the right of assemblage 
have been guaranteed. 

Yet much remains to be done. The conversion of 
Germany into a People's State, which in political free
dom and social care shall be inferior to no state in the 
world, will be determinedly carried out. 

The new administration can exercise its freeing and 
healing effect, when it finds.in the civil and military 
authorities a spirit which recognizes and helps its 
purposes. We expect from our comrades, who in 
official positions are called to serve the commonwealth, 
that they win be willing co-workers. 

We need in all portions of the state and kingdom 
the maintenance of public safety by the people them
selves. We have confidence in the German people. 
They have through fearful years of war brilliantly 
made good, and they will not allow themselves through 
senseless and useless fantasies to be driven into new 
misery and ruin. 

There is great need of discipline and order. Every 
act of license will endanger most surely the con
cluding of peace. 

The government and with it the administration of 
the army and the fleet want peace. We want it honest
ly and we want it soon. 

Until then we must protect our bounda\ies from 
invasion by the enemy. 

Our troops who for weeks have been in hard fight
ing must be relieved and given rest. Only to this end 
and for no other reason has the recent requisitioning of 
fresh troops taken place. 

To the troops of the land anny and the fleet and 
also to their leaders are our especial thanks due. 
Through their death-defying courage and their dis
cipline have they saved the Fatherland. 

The more important and immediate tasks are: 
The building up again of our agriculture in order 

that the returning soldiers and sailors now at the front 
may find in regulated conditions the assurance of a 
safe existence for themselves and their families. All 
large associations have declared their readiness to re
-engage their former workers. 

The assistance of those out of work, care for 'hous
ing conditions and other measures in this direction are 
partly in preparation, partly already carried out. 

With the conclusion of peace, a betterment together 
with all around' improvement of living conditions 
will soon take place. 

German MeR and WomeR! 
Combat and peace are our common task. 
State and kingdom are our common future. 
Your confidence which is indispensible in the hour 

of danger is in truth nothing more than the confidence 
of the German people in themselves and their future. 

The assured future of Germany is our guiding star. 

Th~ "Vollrst''''~'' (TIJ~ P~oplrs Voice) Che"''''t., r~hed their 18th year or have army service, are en- "Die I"ter"ational~," for","'y "Die Nordd~utsc1se 
Suo"y, NO'V~",b" 9, carri~s the follouoing man'f~sto tItled to. vote. AIIgcllt,eine Zeitullg" Sunda)' N()fI~",b" 10 'fIIs 
;11 a special edition 'sS1,,'d at 2 n on The aIm of the Workers' and Soldiers' Councils of tl f II' I'.' , pn 

. . Genruuty is the en: .. tioll of " !'; •. ;,.':~t G.:.r"I.i.: R,- I,' 0 01.('IIIY procamatlon: 
OR with the strqgle for Freedom, Bread... public. . . Workers! Soldiers! Comrades! Brothers! 

'taft! Lon~ bve the Brotherly Commonwealth of Soldiers . 
Workers IUld Soldiers ill the iIld trial district and Workers I fhe great, long expected day has appeared. Since 

of Ch .. attz! us Long l.ive the Revolutionary. Discipline ! ~ ovember <j. the German people have the power in 
.. Long hve the World Revolution! their hands. 

The undersIgned CounCil of the Workers and Sol- Long live the people fre-eing Socialism' .-di~!, of Chemnit~ .has this night taken in its hands the Long live Peace! . . SlIlce N.ovetnber 9, Germany is a Republic; a Social-
IIl!htary and pohtlcal powe~ in th~ same manner ~ The Cou"ci/ of Workers and Sold,"s '" the i1l- ist Repubhc of the Workers and Soldiers. 
t~IS !'as already been done In the Important strategtc dustric.l district of Chent-nit.. ()ur hearts are full of pride 
dlstncts of Germany. ~ .. ' '. 

The Council of Workers and Soldiers guarantees Fnt:; Heck"" , ,But we have no time to give way to our joy. Now 
the upholding of order and public safety. MC ax M1,1l", . It IS nf'cessary to erect the organized foundation for the 

. orporal Max Stem C 1 hE' 
The stopping of work mav only take place at the E ,. C il' P new ommonwea t. normous tasks he ahead of 

command of the Workers' and Soldiers' Council. !xecu Wt' ounc In ower. us. Before all we must form a new govemmeot which 
'J!terefore ~ch one must go to his place of work Pit' f th S _.' will express our ideals and which will be equal to the 

unbl he receIVes further directions. The means of roc ama 10" o. .e partaclIs vrot'p ISSIlCd a fev.' vital problems before us. 
ccmununication and aJ.1 official business must be con- day., b~for~ th~ .\at~o"al COII(freSS of fflorkers' alld TI . . 
tinued until orders to the contrary are received from S old~rs' C oUflCils tlaade the follo'wing dema"ds: 1~ foundatIon upon whIch the new government 
tht Workers' and Soldiers' Councils. Disarmament of all police officers, non-proletarian rests :s ~h.at the el1tir~ law~ving,. directing, managing 
U~ who leaves his post without 1!ermission will im- soldiers and all members of the ruling class. and JUdICl~1 power hes entIrely In the. hands of the 

mettJately be called to account, as will each official who Confiscation by the Soldiers' and \Vorkmen's Coun- representatIves of the workers and soldIers. 
~ttempts sabotage or.who, through carkssness in serv_ cils of arms, munitions and armament works To dect these representatives is your first practical 
Ice, harms the pubhc wefare. . . ' t k . . . . . Arming of all adult male proletanans and the form- as. 

The mlhla:ry commanding DOwer hes In the hands ation of a Workers' Militia. Therefore, Soldiers! Brothers! meet together today 
of the Council of Workers and Soldiers. All commands Ti f" • I k' h . from other sources are to be ijZ11ored. For the nourish- he ormation of a proletarIan Red Guard. abolition at 10 0 C oc . m t. e barracks and. hospitals and choose 
ment of the people the Council will take the necessary of the ranks of officers and non-commissioned offict!rs, your representatives on the baSIS of one delegate to 
steps so that no stoppage in the distribution of food removal of all military officers from the Soldiers' and each 'battalion, one to each smaller independent form-
shaH occur. Therefore each one be unafraid. W,:;.· •• ;;len's Councils. atiotl and one to each hospital. 

Today at 12, DOOIl, ill the Zentral Theater ill the Abolition of all parliaments. and municipal and \Y orkmen ! W orkingwomen ! Brothers! Sisten ! 
KaafataDDllChen VereiDsbaus and ill the Neaen other councils. meet together today at 10 o'clock in your wor1cshops. 
Stadt.Theater IUI88JIlblages of worken and IIOIdlen The election of a General Council which will elect Each 1,000 employed men or women will elect one 
wOI .eet at which IUl account of the situation will and control the Executive Council of the Soldiers and delegate. Small trades are to join together and elect 
be liven. Workers. 011 the same basis 

The 'Provisional Workers' and Soldiers' Cou'l R~pudiation of all state and other public debts. in- Sunday at 5 o'clock the seJeetecl delegates wID 
will be elected. and .will be given the authority n~~ eluding war loans, down to a certain fixed limit of meet in the Zirkus Busch, [one of the largest haDs 
direct all necessary action. sdbscriptions. in Berlin.] 

The ~kin~ over ~f all b~siness will fonow throu~h ~xpr.lpriation .of all. landed estates, hanks, coal \Yorkers! Soldiers! care for the fulfillment of these 
a d~Dlte. Workers CounCIl a fter its election. This mmes and large mdustnal works. orders. Keep order and quiet 
f'!~1 1~ will take place ~n the course of the next week. Confiscation of all fortunes above a certain amount. . , Tilt Prrn'isimlal Council of' W rk -~ S ld' 
."-1 CItIzen!'; of Chemnttz of both "exes who have _____________________ ~ f R l' 0 "S anu 0 In'S 

n. e" I·n. 
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They Are Still There! 
REPORTS from Paris state that the Allies have de-

cided against sending a large force to Russia but 
these accounts of the reported future policy of the 
Associated Powers with regard to Russia are so vague 
and contradictory that little confidence can be placed 
in" them. The same papers that carry the reported 
decision of the Allies also carry the story that Gen
eral Skoropadski, the deposed pro-German he~n of 
the Ukraine, is advancing from Odessa re-enforced by 
French troops while the French foreign minister is 
quoted as urging that support be given "to the gov
ernments which have sprung up at various .-.oints on 
Russian and Siberian territory." 

Lengthy interviews are daily given prominence in 
the American press with such notables as Prince Lvoff 
and Paul N. Milukoff. Both of these gentlemen sing 
the same song: the necessity of intervention against 
the So\iets, with an appropriate accompaniment about 
"regeneration of Russia," "restoration of order," and 
"will of the Russian people." The latter of these 
worthies has been expelled from France, so notorious 
has been his dealings with the late German Imperial
ism, and is reported as having gone to England. Still 
the fact that the French government has expelled. him 
does not deter our own press from giving his views 
on Russia great prominence, such great prominence 
indeed that the reader is given the impression that 
these papers are in complete accord with Mr. Milukoff. 

Meanwhile a new front has been opened up against 
the Bolsheviki, British warships are reported as bomb
arding the Bolshevik positions in the Baltic and a 
further report adds that an American ship has been 
sent on the same mission. But none of the Allies have 
declared war on Russia although every newspaper 
carries accounts of severe fighting at widely scattered 
points in Russian territory. None of the Allied states
men have made any statement regarding the policy be
ing pursued in Russia. Although nominally we are 
committed to open diplomacy, the peoples of the Allied 
oountries are completely in the dark as regards what 
is happening in Russia. All attempts by responsible 

,members of the various governments of the Allies to 
obtain light on the situation have failed. Senator 
johnson's questions regarding the American policy re
main unanswered and the American people are left to 
irresponsi>le newspaper rumors for information as to 
what is being done in Russia in their name. 

The English people are also completely in the dark 
about what they are doing in Russia. It is generally 
supposed that only a small force of foreign troops are 
in Russia but news is cropping out that would 
strengthen the belief that troops are still being trans-, 
ported there. A few days ago the news came 
from CanaCta that a number of Canadian troops have 

-refused to saM for Russia, and are being held on the 
charge of insubordination. The report goes on to state 
that they attended a meeting addressed by J. H. Haw
thornthwaite, Labor Party member of the British 
Colud>ia Legislature, and cheered expressions of 
sympathy with the Bolsheviki. If' these troops had 
not taken action no one would have known that Cana
dians were being sent to Russia and the feeling ex
pressed in the Dominion since the neW$ has been made 
known points to the fact that the Canadian people do 
not want to intervene in Russia, but on the contrary 
want the Russian people to decide their own affair!;. 

~O.J dONARY AGB 

A large and grO\dng section of the people of th 
Allied countries are opposed to interference in Russi~ 
but intervention is a grim fact. The reported decision 
n~aj:lst sending further trooP!; is an indication that the 
feeling of the people is having an ·effect, hut the size 
of the .\l1icrl iorccs opcrati:lg in Rm.sia is a detail and 
is dl"Cidt'<\ hy cin·m;l~tal'l"es. Inten'ention in Russia is 
a f:Jl't. .\liC:1l troops are still at Ardtangd and Yladi
yost;)k, ,I'HI an :lli~n IlC'ct i;: operating in the Baltic .... 

"And Vv'ho are the Judges?" 
AT t;,c preseJ1t time the ne\\"~paper~ ar·c devotin~ 

'l1t1rh "":!~'t' to tl;~ question of fixing reSp011!;;· 
hility :tp .. n the c:·:-I-:aiser. \the former German Crown 
I'rillc·~ and th~ cllti:-c Cl'rman l·ourt for the war just 
endcd. . \ no t he ~,t;, tZ-:;!11('J1 'Ire kl'epin~; in step with 
the new~Tavcr:;. 

Xewspaper cO)l11rllS and political speeches are out
(Icing endl othcr ;;1 Ha7.i:Jg out the question of an "in· 
ternational trihl1n<,.I" to try "the gUilty of this war 
with. al1 its sufferings nnd violence." And of course 
it goes without saying that in all these discussions tIlt· 
ollly (JIles who are invariahly found guilty for the war 
are \\"ilhehn and his hirelings. 

Besides thc general aspect of the questions the 
dt:ta:ls ::re not lacking-. The deg-ree of guilt fastened 
11))011 eac1, cf the "r2sponsible persons" is being care
fully ,.-rig-heel and discussed: a great deal of attt'n
tion is bein~ devoted to the discussion of the que~
t;on of \Yh~ther the ,\l!ies can. in the light of "prece
d':nts." and tracts of international ILlw demand \ViI
helm's st1rr~nder: not forgotten either is the question 
pcaring 0'1 the "exemplary punishment" which the 
iorme'r K<liscr sh'.1ll1,! be :.uhjected to: some share 
the vicw th:1t h~ a~ in the case of X apoleon, should 
he sent b WI11C !om~Iy island (here folIo,,·,; a detailed 
"comparatIve geographical"· analysis of all islands 
suit~~le for thi,. pnrp:)sci ; others insist on the neces
sity of imposing llpon him a sentence of life im'pris· 
onment.-whiJe r('ct:!ltiy ne,,'spapers printed a re
port ta the effect that the British ~finister of Am
munition. Geddes, resuIL!tely and unambigioltsly stat
eci that the. only exemplary form of punishment for 
the guilty monarch is a death sentence. . . . 

,\!1 the~e hi~h-sul1ding discussions. all these dec, 
hilll:ili. ,;:; from pl'oplc whose hands are far fr0111 
being clean. all the~e rel'itations about the "real crimi
l1<:ls of this war" <:nd about the "necessity of an ex
c:mp!ary punishl11ent" for them, are in themselves very 
significant. , . , 

\Ye are pas,;:ng tbrou...;l, a great epoch, a threaten
inf.:' of a People's jutl!!111f.nt on all their centuries-Iol'~ 
oppressors, on all guilty of cat~,;ing the people's mis
ery. sltF.ering~ anli tears. over all those who had 
plunged them into the present world war. Country 
after l'Ountry. people after people. rise now, and de
mand an aCC()\l11t of the deeds of their former master!'. 

:\nd the r~\"'Jlutil)n "'hich we are witnessing does 
pc:t ll1errJ~· C!'Ill',T:l ;tsc-If ,,·itll erO\yn-:11 t11a~ters, No! 
The ri,ing' proletarian masses introduce stt'ccPillg 
mca.mrrs, they att. :!1pt to. denl a hlow at the very heart 
cf r~'cry fortp of cxplnitntion :md c,'rry farm of op
prcssion. Getting- rid of the crown heads they go 
still farther: dcp()~il1g- the rul~rs "hlessed by divine 
power" they r ~ach out for the rulers of the "Golden 
Cal f" {annointerl hy the Golden Calf )-for capital
i!'ts, manufacturers. 111eTchallts and estate owners. 
They 'xag-e war a::;ainst the entire capitalist syster;~! 

In vain are the nssurances and pray~rs of various 
charIata~l~ c.f l;'C .\lell,:l~c\·i~t "scknce." magicians and 
jn~g'l('r~' who ,!n' c!pahl'~ of combining en~~ Czarism 
witl, "fightill)::- fer democracy": in vain are their tear
fll! :',':'l1r;:l1~'e" th,"t ~1'c11 "carelc·~s hastiness" of the 
",('rl'::;l!,; ll:a~:~c:; vicl:ttc~ all their calculati::nl!; and ex
J1ect;l'i(lll~ et::ming-J:- c\cyi.'ed in the silence of the 
stt',:y room~. e:;:pcctatiol1S which prove with mathe
mat:ca! certainty the "premattlrel1~ss of the Socialist 
:-~\'(}h;t:oll" ::t th: p;'c~c-nt moment. 

The- proktari;i.:l t11a~!<c~ contemptuously pass by all 
thi~ :'.1 t'i:~l1C';ist !)SCtltio- .. ric;!tifil' IlOnse:13e. continu
ill;!" t,. pt· inrm tlicir rc\'olut iOlia,,· ta'Ok. thtir severe 

Satuday, Deee.ber .. 9.lu 

~volutionary judgment of the past ,in t;,e nanle of the 
.right future. . . . 

And this formidable and unshaken resolution of the 
pCJples' mass"s brings fear into the hearts of the ex
ploiters and oppressors not yet brought to acc<. 'mt. 
In desperation they try to stave off from themsel es 
the people's wFath, to direct it into another channr.:!. 

Into the stormy waters of the people's wrath they 
throw down Wilhelm in an attempt to appease, with 
this offeirng, the "god of the revolution" and to san: 
their sinking capitalist ship .. , . 

With the cunning of a petty-thief who is being 
overtaken by his pursuers they cry out, louder than 
everybody e1s~: "Stop thief!" pointing with tremblin~ 
lingers in the direction of Wilhelm. 

They are attempting to tum the great Socialist reT/_ 
n/l/tiOI/ into till' "prop" cha""els" and cramp it inlu 
tltc procrustea" bt'd of bOllrgeois capitalist rrool". 
fOIl-of tlte sweepillg u"cay lilt' "rc".,.anls of fell
da/ism," to illtrodu('t "t'Illightencd capita/ism" in plarc 
Of frudal II/o"arclty .... , .. 

Dut they shall not succeed in that! The revolution
ary proletariat will strike a well-deserved blow at 
bloo<iy Wilhelm, as it has already struck bloody 
Xicholas. And to the oracles of capitalist society who 
are trying to put on themselves the judicial robes, the 
proletariat will contelvptllOusly cry out: "We al"e the 
judges !" 

And tearing from them the judicial robes will put 
th::se self-appointed "judges" in the prisoner's dock. 

Bolskevikjabs 
THE "New York World" says: "Russia does not need 

to send out instructors. She is herself an object
le!'son for tbe world." Wherein The World proves 
the truth of the old proverb that "many a true word 
is spoken in jest." 

• • • 
The appointment of a 'washerwoman as Minister of 

Education in the former Duchy of Brunswick is being 
treated as quite a joke by the bourgeois press but one 
thing is certain-:-she can't make a worse job of it 
than have many of the "old women" who have func
tiomd in this capacity in the governments of the 
world. 

• • • 
Young 1919 is in for a tougher job than many people 

imagine. 

• • • 
.\nd his hardest job is going to be to choose the 

(Qrrect color for the year's wear. 

• • • 
~t>ain wants Gibraltar. This is taking the Allied idea 

vr returning territory. previously annexed altogether 
too seriously. 

• • • 
We suppose that Spain after heari~g so much about 

the war for "no annexations" thought that the only 
way to get territory was to keep out of the war. 

• • • 
"Senate asks for copies of Creel Bureau matter," 

says a headline, J f we were asked 'We would venture 
the opinion that the Senate has quite 'enough misin
formation already. 

• • • 
When we watch the dawn of 1919 break we will not 

forget that some few thousand men and women can 
only see it through bars. 

• • • 
And we will then know that the speeches about the 

"rlawn of freedom," which will inevitably be made, 
will simply be so much cant. 

• • • 
The city council of Atlanta, Georgia has ('reated a 

llIunicipal art commission, It will be interesting to know 
wh:tt the commission will do with the remarkably fine 
collection of photographs of negro lynchings that h~ve 
teen made possihle through the a(,tivity of some of the 
state's hest citizens. 

• • • 
"Xeutrals place in peace conference settled" says a' 

headline and when we read down the colum.n we find 
that it is outside. 
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• Russia Education m 

0Hidal Doc:ument of Peo"le'. Commil.aire of Education A. V. Lunacha,,1q, 

T HE Commissa ire of Education Lunacharsky is
sued the following appeal to the teachers of 
Russia when the intellirentsia refused all help to 

the proletariat, and "rejoiced ill every conspiracy 
against it": 

"You, teachers-men and women-show them the 
example. Down with the boycott!. Let us build a 
new school of the people. I, the people's commissary 
of education, do not want· to force anything on you 
or on the schools. I say to you-away with the pow
er of the bueaucracy' Conquer the bureaucracy! 
From now on the ministry (of education) is an ex
ecutive organ. Let us build together.a parliament of 
~nlightenment, a vast government committee for the 
people. With friendly efforts let us build together 
a commission instead of a minister-a commission 
which will not hinder and command, but which will 
n:ake the work easier and aid all healthy initiative. 
Let us finish the process of decentralization of schools 
and the transfer of their management to self-govern
ing bQdies. Can we even take count of the many 
problems which confront ·us? But they must all be 
decided by conference.Alf teachers directly with the 
representatives of the organized working people. I 
published -a series of statements deating with the 
basic problems of education in Russia, and lately I 
issued a decree of the Central Executive Committee 
creating a Commission of Public Education. It is 
possible, and very probable, that these do not meet 
with -everybody's approval. But the statements con
tain my own personal views, which I intend to apply 
not as a leader but as a collaborator. The decree has 
merely a preliIDinary character, for some sort of an 
apparatus had to be created to commenc-e the work. 

"I picture to myself a perspective of the following 
sort: The Government Committee of Public Educa
tion will meet in an -extraordinary session to work out 
the broad democratic basis for the call of an Educa

you wanted to serve. Go to his aid. He has oon
quered but he is alone. He is full of strength but 
surrounded. with trouble. Glory to the one who in 
the heavy hour:- of trial by fire, will be On the side of 
the people-such as it is, and shame 011 those who for
sake it. 

"And r<member, if the ugly revolt of the intelli
gentsia against the workers w.ere to contim~e. it woul.! 
sow his path of suff~rings with only new thoms, but 
it will not stop the wheels of his chariot. The people 
ate calling on you to work together to build a new 
school in common. If you decline it will undertake 
its task alone together with its true adherents and 
well-wishers. 

"There is no return to the past." 

A. V. Lt::·ucH.\RSKY, 

C ommissaire of Education. 

The All-Russian Teachers Congress 

According to "Isvestia" and ''The Weekly People," 
the all-Russian teachers' congress was held at Mos
cow and dealt with the question of a uniform school 
system. "The Ccmtmissaire of Public Education, 
Lunacharsky, developed the program and defined the 
mission of Russia's future school system. The Soviet 
Govenllllent is confronted with the task of a radical 
transformation of the schools. They must have 
teachers to be enabled to accomplish this colossal task, 
and new institutions must be fcunded for the train
ing of teachers. The mission of the working schooi 
consists in that the school impart to the pupil neces
sary and thorough kJ:towledge to enable him to enter 
upon life free and with confidence. The tea~her is 
tCl gh'e to the child a universal education. For thi .. 
purpose he nlust be the possessor of comprehensive 
knowledge. 

tional Convention of Teachers and direct representa- . "In order to illtrodu:e universal ed~c~tiol1 into Rus
tives of the organized working masses. At this con- Sla, the congress conSidered a doubhng of the nun~
vpHion,. in a friendly and open discussion, we will ber of teachers an absolute necessity. As against th:1t 
elaborate the underlying principles of a new people's there are today within the realm of Soviet Russia 3-0 

school in Russia -A will submit thes-e for contirrna- teachers' institutes. 140 teachers' seminaries, 6 higher 
tion to the constitutional convention. teachers' courses and about 120 lower teachers' cours-

"We will create in tlte sphere of education an at- -es. For these reasons it was decided to open a num
mosphere of true co-ope~tion. Here class differences ber of new institutions and to organize teachers' 
do not frigt.""11 us. A sincere ~nd true teacber yearns :ourses. Dc ring the ensuing yehr about '200 peda' 
for that pertect school which wo~d transform the gogic courses will be fornled which will have to pre
greatest numi-- .)f citizens into completely developed pare the teaching personnel for the working schools. 
men. vletariat yearns for the same. For the first semester 1918-19 over three million nl-

"If engineers and workers were to take up the cre- bles have been appropriated for this purpose; for the 
ation of productive machines, apart from any calcu_ following semester five million roubles. Concurrent
lations of an entrepeneur character, and guided only ly with the teachers' courses pedagogic academie~ 
by the objective sign of the greatest productivity, they will be opened in Petrograd and Moscow. 
could, no doubt, co-eperate without the least friction. • At the session of the Government Commission for 
~ikewise with the schools. ~e peopl~ has gain~ Public Education. in connection with a petition of the 
ItS. freedom. It wants more hght for Itself and Its church meeting, the question of parochial schools was 
children. I have been called by the Congress of taken up. The Government Commissio~ decided th:tt 
Soviets, which represented 15 millions of the fore- the educational institutions of the church shall pas') 
most citizens, to be the People's Commissary of Edu- t th d" t t" f th I IS' t f . .. over 0 e a milliS ra Ion 0 e oca ~ oVle s or 
~tlon. I undertake thiS task Without any pretense '. . . .... . 

f b · h cl f 'b'l' d pubbc education. Pnvate ImtlatIve may be permItted o pomp, ut Wit a ear sense 0 r~ponsl I Ity, an .. . . 
. h d' th fi . 1 f th 1 to found courses for rehgtous mstructlOll, but these Wit a rea mess at erst Signa rom e peop e to .... 
.' t d" th k . dId shall have no right to mclude 111 their programs gew 

.gtve up my pos an JOM e ran s agam, an a - eral educational subjects. 
dress myself to you-you men and women teachers of 
Russia, to put aside the unworthy boycott, and while 
waiting for th~ day when the Constitutional Conven
tion will establish a definite otder in the matter of 
public education, to begin our work now. 

"I appeal to you for the fulfillment of the follow
ing program: The immediate preparation for an edu
cational congress on the most democratic lines; the 
realization of such congress at the very earliest oppor
tunity; tlte friendly co-operation of the proletariat anJ 
the best part of the "intelligentsia" in the creation of 
a united and free public school in the broadest sense 
of these words. 

"When I am writing this call to you, t-eachers, a 
new master of the land is guiding my hand-young, 
inexperienced, but mighty, the very same worker whom 

":\t the Commissariat for Agriculture a new divis
ion was formed for educational work outside of the 
schools. It is divided into two branches: (a) Cours
es, Lectures and Addresses; (b) Means of Education, 
People's Houses and Museums. 

"Th-e Commissariat formed at different places 
cour!;es for soil-study and practical work in mogel 
establishments in order to disseminate agricultural in
formation amongst the popUlation. These courses 
have a temporary character and are divided into short
time and periodic killd~. The latter will be formed 
in every province as necessity may demand. These 
courses will take up principally such matters as are of 
particular interest at the point of location. Besides, 
permanent courses will be organized. 

"The Division for Agricultural Education Outside 
of Schools already has held a number of lectures hear
ing upon questions within the realm of systematIC 
fanning and has also arranged for excursi~s tel in
spect model agricultural establishments. In the Ii
.braries of the People's Houses special branches al"e 
being formed with collection~ of objects to serve fo~ 
demonstration lessons bearing upon a~icultu,al ques· 
tions. Also, for the dissemination of agricultural in
formation amongst the population, permanent and 
travelling museums have been organized." 

"Considering the present lack of employment in the 
printing trades, considering also the shortage of books 
from which Russia is suffering, the commission on 
public eduation will undertake immediately the pub
lication of books on a large scale, through its com
mittee on· literature and publications, with the c0-

operation of the. committee on sciences and arts, and 
with the assistance of representatives of the printers' 
union and other interested trade organizations. 

"The first books to·be printed will be reprints of 
works by Russian writers on which the authors' copy
right has expired. In the case of copyrighted works 
passing from private to public ownership, royalties 
will be granted by the commission '>n public educa
tion for varying periods, not to exceed five years. 

"Trwo editions will be printed of each work-an un
abric.lged edition, prepared by the section of Russian 
languages and literature of the Academy of Sciences. 
and a one-volume edition of selected works in com
pact, form. In its selection of works, the editorial 
committee shall be guided by the fact that this editioa 
is elpecially designed for the working classes. 

"Complete or unabridged editions shall be supplied 
with prefaces by literary authorities. [The hews has 
.ju.~ come that Maxim Gorky, who previously had 
been hostile to the Bolsheviki, has accepted a COlD

mission of this nature.] 

"Editions of the classics will be offered for sale at 
the lowest possible price, and widely distributed free 
of charge through the libraries for the benefit of the 
working classes. 

"The national publishing establishment shall pre. 
pare large editions of textbooks. The ta5k of cor

. recting the old ones and of preparing M'W shall be 
supervised by a special commission on textbooks, con
sisting of i delegates from pedagogical and scientific 
~ocieties with the collaboration of specialists. 

"A committee shall be organized for the publica
tion· of popular periodicals and shall consist of repre
sentatives of pedagogical and literary societies, spe
cialists, and delegates from labor organizations. 

"The committee 'on publication has full authority 
to subsidize, the publications of periodicals and books 
rut forth by private societies or individuals whenever 
tbose publications are of national usefulness; ~e first 
moneys received from the sale of such publications, 
however, shall be applied to reimbursing the govern
ment for the subsidy received. 

"For the purpose of financing this important gov
ernmental ent _rprise, the council of people's commis
sar ;c:s shall open I to the commission on public educa
tion a credit of one and one-half million rubles. 

"The technical part of the work shall be done ex
clusively through the typographical union, which shaD 
distribute the works among the various typographical 
plants:' 

A. V. LUNA~H.usKY, 

C off""isstJire of EdwtJliotJ. 

Educatioaal Activities 

"The Central Commitiee of the Proletarian Educa
tional Organizations have opened the following sec
tions in Petrograd: 

I. Theatrical; :I, Literature; 3, Oubs; 4, Educa
tion Outside the Schools; 5, School Instruction; 6, 

COflti" .. ed 0" pDrJe 7.) 

~ 
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To the American Workers 

MoscQW. A.~PSI 20, :19:18 

OMRADES: A Russian Bolshevik who part
icipated in the Revolutien of 1905 and for 

many years afterwards lived in your country 
hu offered to transmit this lett~ to you. I have 
grasped this opportunity joyfully for the revolution
ary proi-etariat of America-,.jn~far as it ·is the ene
my of American imperialism-is destined to per
form an important task at thill time. 

The history of modem. aiYil~ed America opens 
with one of those r~lly revolutionary wars of liber
ation of which there have been so few compared 
with the enormous number of wars of conquest that 
were caused, like the present imperialistic war, by 
squabbles among kings, landholders and capitalists 
over the division of ill-gotten lands and profits. It 
was a war of the American people against the Eng
·lish who despoiled America of its resources and held 
in colonial Sti>jection, just as their "civilized" des
cendants are draining the lifeblood of hundreds of 
millions of human beings in India, Egypt and all 
corners and ends of the world to keep them in sub
jection. 

Since that war ISO year!! have passed. Bourgeois 
civilization has born its most luxuriant fruit. By 
developing. the productive forces of organized human 
labor, by utilizing machin-es and all the wonders of 
technique America has taken the first place among 
free and civilized nations. But at the same time 
America, like a few other naitions, has become char
acteristic for the depth 0'1 the abyss that divides a 
handful of brutal millionaires who are stagnating in 
a mire of luxury, and millions of laboring starving 
men and women who are alyn,ys staring want in the 
face. 

Four years of imperialistie slauahter have left 
their trace. Irrefutably and clearly events have 
shown to the people that Iboth imperialistic groups, 
the English as well as the.GeRlWl; haye been playing 
false. The four years of war have shown in their 
effects tht great law of capitalism in all wars; that he 
who is richest and mightiest profits the most, takes 
the greatest IIhare of the spoils, while he who is weak
est is exploited, martyred, oppressed and outraged to 
the utmost 

In the number of its colonial JXlssessions, English 
imperialism has always been more. powerful than any 
of the other countries. England has lost not a span 
of its "acqwred" land. On the other hand it has 
acquired control of all German colonies in Africa, has 
occupied Mesopotamia and Palestine. 

German imperialism was· stron~r because of the 
wonderful organization and ruthless discipline of "its" 
annies, but as far as colonies -are concerned, is much 
weaker than its opponent. It has hOW lost all of its 
colonies, but has robbed half of' Europe and throttled 
most of the small countries·and weaker peoples. What 
a high concep~n of "liberation"· on either side I How 
well they have defended their fatherlands,. these 
"gentlemen" of both groups, the Artglo_French and 
the German capitalists together w·ith. their lackeys, 
the Social-Patriots. 

American plutocrats are w~tlJier than those of 
any other country partly becaus~ they are geograph
ically more favorably eituated.Thq, have made the 
greatest profits. They have made all, even the weak
est cotJntries, their debtors. Th_~y. have amassed 
gigantic fortunes during the war. Arid every dollar 
is stained with the blood that was shed. by millions 
of murdered and crippled men, shed in the high, ·hon
orable and holy war of freedom. 

Had the Anglo-French and American bourgeoisie 
accepted the Soviet invitation to participate in peace 
negotiations at Brest~Litovsk, instead of leaving Rus
sia to the mercy of brutal Germany a just peace with
out annexations and ind~nities, a peace based upon 
complete equality could have been forced upon Ger_ 
many, and millions of lives might have been saved. 
Because they hoped to reestablish the Eastern Front 
by once more drawing us into the whirlpool of war
fare, they refused to attend peace negotiations and 
pve Germany a free hand to cram its shameful terms 
down the throat of the Rusa.npeople. It lay in the 

By N. Lenin 
A MeaGle from the Soviet RqaWIc 

power of the Allied countries to make the Brest-Li
tovsk negotiations the forerunner of a general peace. 

It ill becomes them to throw the blame for the 
Russo-German peace upon our shoulders I 

The workers of the whole world, in whatever 
country they may live, rejoice with us and sympathize 
with us, applaud us for having burst the iron ring of 
imperialistIC agreements and treaties, for havine 
dreaded no sacrifice, however great, to free ourselves, 
for having established ourselves as a Socialist rep. 
lic, even ~o rent asunder and plundered by German 
imperialists, for having raised the banner of peace, 
the banner of SocialIsm over the world. What wonder 
that we are hated by the capitalist Class the world 
over. But this hatred of imperialism and the sym
pathy of the class-consclous workers of all countries 
give us assurance of the righteousness of our cause. 

He is no Socialist who cannot understand that one 
cannot and must not hesitate to bring even that great
est of sacrifiCe, the sacrifice of territory, that one 
must be ready' to accept even 'military defeat at the 
hands of imperialism in the interests of victory over 
the bourgeoisie, in the interestS of a transfer of power 
to the working cla,s. For the sake of "their" cause, 
that ·is for the conquest of world-power, the imperial
ists of England and Germany have not hesitated to 
r:uin a whole of row nations, from Belgium and Servia 
to Palestine and Mesopotamia. Sbal1 we JIlen hesitate 
to act in the name of the liberation .of the- worken of 
the world from the yoke of capitalist- in the name 
of a general honorable peace; shall we wait until we 
can find a way that entails no sacrifice; shall we be 
afraid to'begin the fight until an easy victory. assur
ed; shall we place the integrity and safety of this 
"fatherland" created by the bourgeoisie over the in
terests of the international Socialist revolution? 

We have been attacked for coming to terms with 
German militarism. 'Is there no difference between 
a pact 'entered upon by Socialists and a bourgeoisie 
(native or foreign) against the working-class, against 
labor, and an agreement that is made between a work
ing-class that has overthrown its own bourgeoisie of 
one side against a bourgeoisie of another nationality 
for the protection of the proletar·iat? Shall we not 
exploit the antagonism that exists between the various 
groups of the bourgeoisie. In reality every European 
understands this difference, and the American people~ 
as I will presently show, have had a very similar ex
perience in its own history. There are agreemenl$ 
and agreements, fagots et fagots, as the Frenchman. 
says. 

\Vhen the robber-barons of German imperiaUSID 
threw their armies into defenseless, demobilized Russia 
in February 1918, when Russia had staked its hopes 
upon the international solidarity of ~e proletariat 
before the international revolution had completely 
ripened, I did not hesitate for a moment to come to 
certain agreements with French Monarchists, The 
French captain Sadoul, who sympathized in words 
with the Bolsheviki while in deeds he was the faithful 
servant of French imper-ialism, brought the French 
officer de Lubersac to me. "I am a Monarchist. My 
only purpose is the overthrow of Germany," de Lu
bersac declared to me. "That is self understood (cela. 
va sans dire) ," I replied. But this by no means pre-. 
vented me from coming to an understanding with 
de Lubersac concerning certain services that French 
experts in explosives were ready to render in order 
to hold up the German advance by the destruction of 
railroad lines. This is an example of the kind of' 
agreement that every class-conscious worker must be, 
ready to adopt, an agreement in the interest of Social-· 
ism. We shook hands with the French Monarchists. 
although we knew that each one of us would rather' 
have seen the other hang. But temporarily our in
terests were id·entical. To throw back the rapacious. 
ad"ancing German army we made use of the equally 
greedy interests of their opponentll, thereby serviq 

. the interests of the. Russian aDd the international ~ 
cialist revolution. 

In this way we fUl'tbered.the .cause of the workiDc
class of Russia and· of other countries; in this way 
we strengthened the proletariat and weakened the bour
geoisie of the world by .makinguse of the usual aacl 
absolutely legal practice of manoeuvering, shiftinc a:ut 
waiting for the mopleot the rapidly growine proleta
rian revolution in the more highly developed natioas 
had ripened. 

Long ago the Am~tican people. used these tactics to 
the advantage of its. .revobuion. When Amcric:a 
waged its great war.of.liberation· against the EacUsb 
oppresson, it likewise tntued into negotiations with 
other oppressors, willl the. F~encb and the Spaoiarda 
who at that time owned a.: considerable portion of 
what is now the Unlt~d ·Stata. .~ its desperate strur
gle for freedom the :AIPerican people made " .. 
ments" with one group of oppressors apinst tlte other 
for the purpose of w~ alloppressonan4strenc
thening those who were: stnlgling &pinst· tyrumy. 
The American peqple ut.i1i&" the antagoniam that 
existed between the Engbk: and the French, at times 
even fighting side by sidc.·w.ith ~ armies of one poup 
of' oppressors, the Fr" and the Spanish. apinst 
the others, the Englilh. Thus it wnquished fint the 
English and then ftad itself (partly by purchase) 
from the dangerous pr()XiuUty of the Frtnch and 
Spanish possessions. 

The great Russian ftWOl\liticm.ist Tcbel'D1d1ewsld 
once said: Political activity is .80t. as smooth .. tbt 
pavement of the Narski P .. ~t. He it no revolu
tionist who would have the revolution of the proleta
riat only under the "~OIlditiGn"·that it prec:eecl smooth
)y and in •. orderly.· ·aanner, cdlateuarantecs apinst 
defeat be given befOl'eband, that the revolution 10 
forward along the broad, fr4:e.suaight path to victory, 
tha~ there shall not be hue- &IId .. there the heaviest SIC

rifices, that we shall not ~y.e to,lie in wait in besiqed 
fortresses, shaH not have to climb up.along the nar_ 
rowest path, the most impas&i>le, winding, dangerous 
mountain roads. He is no revplutionis1t he bas DOt 
yet freed himself .from the pendantry of bourpois 
intellectualism, he will fall. back, again and apia, 
into the camp of tU CO,UIltcr-revolutionary boarpoi
sie." 

They are little more thaa·~tot"s of the.bouqeoi
sie, these gentlemen Who· ~Iipt in holding up to us 
the "chaos" of revolution, . ~ :'destruction" of io
dustry, the unemployment,; tile, ~ of food. Can 
there be 'anything more ~tical than such ac:cus
ations from people who greeted and supported the 
imperialistic war and.made common cause with Keren
sky when' he continq~d. $he war? Is not this imper;.t
istic war the cause of all our misfortune? The rev0-

lution that was born by tbe war. must necessarily 10 
on through the terrible ~iffic;1l1tie. and sufferiap that 
war created, through thia kerltage of destruction and· 
reactionary mass murder. To accuse us of "'destru.c:
tion" of industries. and "terroe" .is hypocrisy or clum;. 
sy pedantry, shows aD inca~bUiq of undel'stancIiDc 
the most fundamental. of the ~ng, climatic force 
of the class struggle, called &evol\1tion. . 

In words our accusers "recognize" this kind of 
class struggle, in deeds they. revert again and .&in 
to the middle class utopia 'of "class-harmony" and the 
mutual "interdependence" of c~ses upon one another. 
In reality the class struggle in-. revolutionary times 
bas always inevitably taken on the form of civil war, 
and civil war is unthinkable without the wont kind 
of destruction, without· terrqr and limitations of form 
of democracy in the interests .of the war. One must 
be a sickly sentimental~ ·not to·be able to see, to UD

derstand and apprec~te thie necessity. Only the 
Tchechov type of the lifeless "Man in the Box" can 
denounce the RevolutiOD for this reason instead of 
throwing himself into· tlt~ iight with the whole vebe; 
mence and decision 0:', Ais so1l1 at a moment wbeft 
history demands that tbe.highest- problems of human
·ity be solved by strugrle and war. 

The best representatives of the Ametjcan proleta
riat-those representatives. who have repeatedly 
given expression to their full solidarity with us, the 
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.Abeviki. are the expnuioa of tbia rnolutioaary 
tracliti6D in the life of the Americ:aa people. This 
tradition oricinated in the war of liberation apinat 
the u.,liah an the 18th and the Civil War in the 19th 
~t1ry. IDdwtry and CGIDIDeI'CC in 1870 were in a 
much worse POSition tbaa -ia 1860. But where "CaD 

yuu find an American 10 pendantic, so absolutely 
!",utic who would deny the revolutionary and pro
cressive sipdicaoce of the ~ Civil War of 
1860-1S6s1 

The represeatatives of the boulpOisie understand 
very well that the overthrow of slavery was well 
wordt the three years of Civil War, the depth of de
struction, devastation and terro, that were its accom
paniment. But these same podemen and the reform 
Socia1is~ who have allowed themselves to be cowed 
by the bourpi_ie and tremble at the thoucht of a 
revolution, cannot, nay will not, see the necessity ami 
righteousness of a civil war in Russia, tbough it is 
facing a far ,..eater task, the work of abolishinc cap
italist wap slavery and ovtrthrowinc the rule of the 
bourgeoisie. 

The American workinc class wiu not follow the lead 
of its bourceoisiC- It wiH • with us apinst the 
bourceoisie. The: whole history of the American 
people pves me tbia coafidaace, this conviction. 1 
recall with pride the words of ooe of the Best loved 
leaders of the American proletariat, Eucene V. Debs, 
who said in the "Appeal to R ...... at the end of 1915, 
when it was still a Socialist paper, in an ar.icle en
titled "Why Should 1 Picht 1" that he would rather 
be shot than vote for war creclits to support the pre 
sent criminal and ~ war, that be knows 
only one war that is AnCtiMd and justified from the 
ltandpoint of the proletariat: the war apinst the cap
italist class. ·tJIe war for liberatioD of mankind from 
.ace slavery. 1 am not surprised that this fearless 
man was thrown into prilon by the ~n bour
geoisie. Let them brutalize true internationalitU, the 
real repre_tatives of the revolutionary proletariat. 
The creater the bittcrnaa and brutality they show, 
the nearer is the day of the Yic:torioua proletariall 
revolution. 

We are accuae.6 of baviDe InaPt devastation upon 
Russia. Who is it that makes these accusations 1 The 
train-bearers of the boaqeoisic. of that same bour
geoisie that almost CGIIIpIetelJ destroyed the culture 
of Europe, that baa draaed the wbole continent back 
to barbarism; that baa broupt bunpr and destruc
tion to the world. This bou,....Disie now demands that 
we find a dUferent buii for our Revolutioa than that 
of datnaction, that we ibaI nOt build it up upon the 
ruins of war, with buman bciap dqrac:ted and brut
alized by years of warfare. 0, . how human, how just, 
isthia~1 . 

Its servants charie us with the '* of terroristic 
metbocla.-Have the Eacliab forptten their 1649, the 
Prench their 17931 Terror was just and justified 
wben it was employed by the bourpoiIie~for its Own 
purposes apinat hudal dominatioD. But terror be
comes criminal when workincmen and poverty strick
en peasants dare to use it apinat the bourgeoisie. 
Terror was just and justified wlien it was used to put 
one exploitinc minoritJ in the place of another. But 
terror ~s horrible and criminal wben it is used 
to abolish all exploitiar ~, when it is em
ployed in the cause of the actual majority, in the 
cause of the proldariat and the semi-proletariat, of 
the workinc...c:laaa and the poor peuantry. 

The bourpoiaie of internMiolW imperialism has 
succeedecl in slaqbtcriac 10 1IIiIUons, in cripplinc 20 

millions in its war. ShoWcS our war, the war of the 
oppressed and exploited. apinat oppressors and ex
ploiters cost a half or a wboJeo million victims in all 
countries, tbe bourreoisie would still maintain that 
the victims of the worlel war· ~ a richteous .leath, 
that those of tilt' civil war were uerificed for a crim
inal cause. 

But the proletariat. even now, ill the alidst of the 
horrOrs of war, .is leamine the great .,ruth that all 
revolutions teach the truth that has been nanded down 
to us by our bell teachen, the founders' of modem. 
Socialism. Prom tbem we have learned that • suc
cessful ~utioa is incoaceiYab1c 1tDless it breaks the 
resistance of the exploitinc dau. When the work
ers and the w.ona, p •• ata took bold of the power!' 

of state it became our duty to quell the resistance oi 
the exploiting class. Weare proud ~hat we have done 
it, that we are doing it. We only regret that we did 
110t do it, at 'the beginning, with sufficient firmness 
and decision. 

We realize that the mad resistance of the bour
geoisie against the Socialist revolution in all countries 
15 unavoidable. We know, too, that with the develop
ment of this revolution ,this resistance will grow. But 
the proletariat will break down this resistance and in 
the course of its struggle against .the bourgeoisie the 
proletariat will finally become ripe for victory and 
power. 

Let the corntpt bourgeois press trumpet every mi~
take that is made by our Revolution out into the world. 
We are not afraid of our mistakes. The beginning 
·of the revolution has not sanctified humanity. It is 
not to be expected that the working classes who have 
been exploited and forcibly held down by the clutches 
of want, of ignorance and degradation for centuries 
should conduct its revolution without mistakes. Tht: 
dead body of bourgeois society cannot simply be put 
into a coffin and buried. It rots in our midst, poi
sons the air we breathe, pollutes our lives, clings to 
the new, the fresh, the living with a thousand thread;.; 
and tendrils of old customs, of death and decay. 

But for every hundred of our mistakes that are 
. heralded into the world by the bourgeoisie and its 
sycophants, there are ten thousand great deeds oi 
heroism, greater and more heroic because they seem 
sr· simple and unpretentious, because they take place 
in the every-day life of the factory districts or in 
'5CCluded villages, because they are the deeds of peo
ple who are not in the habit of proclaiming their· every 
success to the world, who have no opportunity to 
do 10. 

But even if the contrary were true,-l know, ot 
course, that this is not so--4>ut even if we had com. 
n.itted 10,000 mistakes to every 100 wise and right
eous deeds, yes, even then our revolution would be 
great and invincible. And it will go <Iown in the his~ 
tory of the world as unconquerable. For the first 
time in the history of the world not the minority, not 
alone the rich and the educated,' but the real masses, 
the huge majority of the working-class itself, are 
building up a new world, are deciding the most diffi
cult questions of social organiaztion from out of their 
own experience. 

Every mistake that is made in this work, 10 till'; 
honestly conscientious co-operation of ten million 
plain workingmen and peasants in the re-creation of 
their entire lives-every such mistake is worth thou
sands and millions of "faultless" succeSSES of the ex
ploiting minority in outwitting and taking advantage 
of the laboring masses. For only through these mis
takes can the workers and peasants learn to organize 
their new existence to get along without the capitalist 
class. Only thus will they be able to blaze their way, 
through thousands of hindrances to victorious So
cialism. 

Mistakes are being made by our peasants who, at 
one stroke, in the night from October 25 to October 
26 (Russian Calendar), 1917, did away with all pri
vate ownership of land, and are now struggling, from 
month to month, under the greatest difficulties, to 
correct their own mistakes, trying to solve in practice 
the most difficult problems of organizing", new social 
state, fighting against profiteers to secure the posses
sion of the land for the worker instead of for the 
speculator, to carry on agricultural production tmdt:r 
a system of communist farming on a large scale. 

.Mistakes are being made by our workmen in their 
revolutionary activity, who, in a few short months, 
have placed practically all of the larger factories and 
workers under state ownership and are now learn
ing from day to day under the greatest difficulties. 
to conduct the management of entire industries, to 
reorganize industries already organized, to overcome 
the deadly resistance of laziness and middle-class re
action and egotism. Stone upon stone they are Iiluild
ing the foundation for a new social community, the 
-self-discipline of labor, the new rule of the labor or
ganizations of the working-class over their members. 

Mistakes are being made in their revolutionary ac' 
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tivity by the Soviets which were first created in 
by the gigantic upheaval of the masses. The V\ 
men's and Peasant Soviets are a new type of sta 
new highest form of Democracy, a particular forn. 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, a mode of con

ducting the business of the state without the bourgeoisie 
and against the bourgeoisie. For the first time de
mocracy is placed at the service of the masses, of the 
workers, and ceases to be a democracy for the rich, as 
it is, in the last analysis, in all capitalist, yes, in all 
democratic republics. For the first time the masse'! 
of the people, in a nation of hundreds of millions, are 
fulfilling the task of realizing the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and the semi-proletariat, without which 
Socialism is not to be thought of. 

Let incurable pedants, crammed full of bourgeois 
democratic and parliamentary prejudices, shake their 
heads gravely over our Soviets, let them deplore the 
fact that we have no direct elections. These people 
have forgotten nothing, have learned nothing in the 
great upheaval of 1914-1918. The combination of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat with the new democ
racy of the proletariat, of civil war with the widest 
application of the masses to political problems, such 
a combination cannot be achieved in a day, cannot be 
forced into the battered forms of formal parliament
ary democracy. In the Soviet Republic there arises 
before us a new world, the lWorld of Socialism. Such 
a world cannot be materialized as if by magic, com
plete in every detail, as Minerva sprang from Jupiter'!! 
head. 

While the old bourgeois democratic (':onstitutions, 
for instance, proclaimed formal equality and the right 
of free assemblage, the constitution of the Soviet Re
public repudiates tht hypocrisy of a formal eq~ality 
of all human beings. When the bourgeoisie republi
cans overturned feudal thrones, they did not recognize 
the rule of formal equality of monarchists. Since we 
here are concerned with the task of overthrowing the 
bourgeoisie, only fools or traitors will insist on the 
fonnal equality of the bourgeoisie. The right of free 
assemblage is not worth an iota to the workman. and 
to the peasant when all better meeting places are in 
the hands of the bourgeoisie. Our Soviets have 
t"ken over all usable buildings in the cities and towns 
(ut of the hands of the rich and have placed them at 
the disposal of the workmen and peasants for meeting 
and organization purposes. This is how our right 
of assemblage looks--for the workers. That is the 
meaninJ and content of our Soviet, of our Socialist 
constitution 

And for this reason we are firmly convinced that the 
Soviet Republic, whatever misfortWle may still lie in 
store for it, is unconquerabk 

It is unconquerable because every blow that comes 
{rom the powers of madly raging imperialism, every 
new attack by the international bourgeoisie will bring 
new, and hitherto unaffected strata of workingmen 
and peasants into the fight, will educate them at the 
cost of the createst sacrifice, making them hard as 
steel awakening a new heroism in the masses. 

'I", 

We know that it may take a long time before help 
can come from you, comrades, American Workingmen, 
for the development of the revolution in the different 
countries proceeds along various paths, with varying 
rapidity (how could it be otherwise-I) We know fu11-
well that the outbreak of the -European proletarian 
revolution may take many weeks to come, quickly a'J 
it is ripening in these days. We are counting on the 
inevitability of the international revolution. But that 
does not mean that we count upon its coming at some 
definite, nearby date. We have experienced two great 
revolution.s in our own country, that of 1905 and that 
of 1917, and we know that revolutions cannot come 
neither at a word of command nor according to pre
arranged plans. We know that circumstances alone 
have pushed us, the proletariat of Russia ,forward, 
that we have reached this new stage in the social life 
of the world not because of our superiority but be
cause of the peculiarly reactionary character of Rus
sia. But until the outbreak of the international revo
lution, revolution in individual countries may still 

(C o,di"i.ml 0" p4{Je 7.) 
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The Constituent Assembly 
THE slogan of a Constituent Assembly has become 

an "inttmatiopal" slogan of all those forces 
who are united by a common hatred towards 

the proletarian revolutionary conquests, towards the 
coming final victory of the working class, its final 
emancipation from the yoke of capitalism. 

Reactionaries and obscurants in all countries are 
strivinr to cover up their counter-revolutionary aims' 
and "innermost 'lopes" with this SO "democratically" 
sounding slogan; the slogan of a Constituent As
sembly has been advanced by international capi
talism protecting its "rights and sanctities" from proi
etarian aggressions; under the cover of this slogan, 
fnatly, have taken refuge all "had beens" from the 
camp of the social-traitors and social-patriots, who 
have gone over to serve capitalism. . . . 

The slogan: "Constituent Assembly" has, indeed, 
become the battle cry of the aggressive international 
capitalism, of the world's reaction. 

And this is v~ry signficant, since it symbolizes a 
new epoch in world's history which humanity en
tered upon-an era of proletar'wn "self-definition" 
and era of Socialist revolution, or to be more cor
rect. of olle great 'world Socwlist revolution. in con
tradistinction to the bourgeois revolution of the past, 
who5e chief task was the destruction of feudalism,
as it ·were. a "paving the way" for an ULoostructed 
march of "triumphant capitaolism." 

This entering the new era of the revolutionary war 
of the proletariat agai"st'the bourgeoisie is charac
terizen first of all by a complete breaking away of the 
working class from all bourg~isc1asses and their 
hirelings. The slogan of the past revolutions-"Con
lItituent As~mbly:' which is intended to unite the 
bourgeoisie and the working class, is set . aga .1st 
another slogan-dictatorship Of the proletarial.-atl 
power to the Soviets of warkmen's deputies--a slogan 
which draws a sharp demarkation line between thest: 
classes. in fact, creating between them an impassabl~ 
gulf. 

The struggle between these two slogans and the so
cial forces ratlying around each of them, represented 
ill fact, the substance of all that colossal, in truth, his
torical. struf.rgle which was going on in Russia during 
a period of eight months, from the moment of the 
l\f arch revolution up to the victorious proletarian rev
olution of ~ovcmbeT. 1917. which put an end to ail 

By N. I. Hourwich 
sorts of sentimental dreams about "co-operation be-
tween the classes." . . . 

TIle same struggle is developing before our eyes 
now in Gemlany. 

The German Junkers the yesterday'S spokesmen 
and preache1's of the "divine right" of kings' abso
lutism: the German bourgeoisie only the other day, 
reluctant to concede a trifle of their -class privileges, 
and who furiously fought against equal ·franchise re
form, all of the111 , suddenly conceived a great faith 
in the "people," dcmonstrating unusual sympathies 
for the Constituent Assembly! They, as was also the 

case in R;tssia. have been joined, of course by the Kai
ser's lackeys and bourgeois hirelings, social-patriots, 
Sch,~idemanns. In them, in those "his majesty's So
ci.alists" the. German junkers and the bourgeoisie, who 
had finally and foreveT discredited themselves in the 
eyes of the people's masses, have found "deserv~" 
and "in honor" faithful fighters for their "ideals" and 
aspirations. 

At the other side of the pole around the slogan of 
"all power to the Soviets". have united the revolution
ary-Socialist elements of Germany, the Bolshevist 
group "Spartacus," headed by Karl Lieblmecht. 

Thus, as in Russia, this struggle between the bou,.
g£'oisie and proletariat has assumed in Germany the 
ustmtatiolls aspect of a struggle betwu1J" "two fac
tiolls of the Socialist Party"-between social-patriots 
and ret1ol,ltionary Socialists (Bolsheviki). 

And. as in Russia, this struggle between two fac
tions at first brings "victory" to the social-patriots, 
opportunist elements in the labor movement. Judging 
from tht' newspaper reports, the predomin~t mao 
jority in the AU-German Congress of Soviet;s of 
Workmen's and Soldiers' Deputies, having its sessions 
in Berlin at present appeared to be on the side of the 
Ebert_Scheidernann party. Liebknecht has ·not suc
ceeded in attending the congress. The congress reject
ed a resolution recommending to "bar the oourgeoi~e 
from participation in the political life," i.e., plainly 
speaking, deprive the bourgeoisie of its political rights. 
The preponderate majority has expressed itself for 
the calling of the Constituent Assembly. 

Socialist-opportunists during decad"es, were in Ger
many the official leaders of the labor movement, the 
"intdlectual masters" of the proletarian masses. Their 

shameless behavior ddring the war at one time drew 
the masses away from them. But, being shrewd poli
ticians, they succeeded in the period immediately fol
lowing the revolution; by a few adroit manoeuvres, to 
strengthen their position l\tJready shattered by the peG
pk's mistrust. "Frightening" the masses of the pe0-

ple by. telling them that "excessive revolutionism" 
might result in Allied· intervention and famine, they 
managed to keep themseives in power-and now at 
the cOl1gress the)' have the majority on their side. 

But it is not difficult' to foretell that this is tnerely 
a temporary ~ktory,that the same' causes which de
stroyed the ilhtsions of the Russian workers and 
forced the latter fina:l1y to go over to the Bolsheviki 
and to support them-will play an analogous role in 
Germany, too. 'Already Germany has her own Korni
lovs, in the persons of Hindenburgs, Mackenses and 
other generals, former associates of the Kaiser. Al
ready the German bourgeoisie in their desire to crust 
the "revolutionary hydra," calls for help her yester 
day's "foreign foe"-tlte Alli~ troops. 

And" the Allies, on their part, very hastily removed 
tl\eir "democratic" armot and" spoke to the German 
peoplo in a language far from being democratic. All 
this cannot but' influence the working masses in the 
sense of sobering them to a large extent. 

. And the indications of such a change· are alread~ 
on the surface. 

Rather significant is the report of the Berlin cor 
rupondent "of the Times, whose sympathies are, 0 

course, wholly on the side of Scheidemann, tellin, 
about the success of the' latter within the halls of th, 
congress sessions. This correspondent adds melan 
cholically: "Liebkne~ht commands the streets and ha! 
his agents in the congress who may easily break i 
up." And further: "The minority Socialists have 
given· fresh evidence that. they are not as powerl-es 
as 'Vorwaerts' would have us believe." . However 
even this "organ of the majority begins to doubt th 
success of elections to the National Assembly." . 

The same pessimistic tone can also be detected i 
the speech of one" of the "industrial kings" of Ger 
many, the l1ead of the General Electric Company
Rathenau. 

All evidence goes to show that the '~victory" of th 
social patriotic "majority" is not more than a "Pyrr 
victory." 

"The Blind Leading the Blind" 
CR leaders have failed us. o The educated .. trained, responsible men and 
wome.! whose duty it was to show the way to 

their fellows; lost the way themselves. They were 
blind guides. When the great test came they proved 
by their own actions that as shepherds of the flock 
they were unworthy of trust. 

Our leaders did not tell us the ,truth. Their mouths 
were full of words and phrases, but the words and 
fhrases were lies, 

They told Us that we should let well enough alone. 
Things ,were not so bad. A little patience and they 
would i:nprcve-and they were to do the improvmg 
by sharing profits. building shower baths in the base
ment: "r<:g •. tlating'· railroad rates. contributing to the 
Childn.n's ~\icl Society, and praying to God on Sun
day. "\\'e have things well in hand," they said. "Fol
low ns. \Ye know!" 

They told ItS that the system of society under which 
"CO live could c:1c;ure, with its monstrosities of poverty, 
prostitution. child labor. unemploYJllent and monoton
GUS. endless. grinding toil. It was possible, they saic. 
to continue a schcme that enabled the few who wer.: 
1>00tcd 2nd fpurred to ~ide the many, who were sad
dled and bridled-gouging us for our coal and wheat; 
lobbing- \'$ for tl:e rent and plundering us for the 
di\ idel1ds nn "':ttered stocks. Such a society, they· 
il,sisted. Wvuld 110id together-even if the hand of 
c\"ery lI1all was r:tised against his neighbor. 

While \\'~ plundered and enslaved the weaker peo
l.le!;. "backward". races: while we raided those too 
weak to rc~ist om assaults; while we spread desola-

By Scott Nearing 
tion and ·terror over the face of the earth, in order 
to pay a profit of six per cent. or better on the invest
:r.ents of ollr HI-gotten gains--while we slapped Jus
tice and Brotherhood in the face, they continually told 
us that God was on our side. 

Can it be possible that they did not understand that 
civilization is built upon the united action of men? Did 
they deceive themselves so completely as to imagine 
that a system of society would last which "shelters the 
noble and crushes the poor"? Could they not see the 
whirlwind of human sighs and groans and the tor
rent of human tears that the ferocious system of ex
IJloitation and cut-throat living was gathering about 
them? Xo! Their education, their experience, their 
daily surroundin~!; had blinded them to the realitiell 
of life, Li\-ing in a fool's paradi!e of imaginary 
~dcty they twittered their song of contentment-a,> 
ignorant as the blind earth-worm of the coming storm. 

They eY(11 we!!t so far as to t-e11 us that we could 
kcep peace among the nations of the world by build
ing hattleshilw.-if we only built enough of them. 
.. Prejlar~dlle!'s. ,. sai!l they, "witl prevent war." Ev
c·y ~rcat tlatiol1 of the West. acting upon this advice. 
L!cd itself. year after year. of its hundreds of mil
I:on~ of dollars to ~"ttip an arnty and construct a 
I!:tvy. to devise engines of death, and to mobilize its 
resources for conflict. Europe was for forty years, . 
&:11 armed camp. with the common people sweating 
blood to pay the bills. antI then-then the storm ,broke. 

This war was war. It was no child's play, no flash 
in the pan; no game among amateur5--'but a struggle 

among battle hosts that had been preparing for 1Ul· 

a cent'lry. The preparedness of Europe brought on ; 
war more fearful than any of which history bears 
record. 

Then the shepherds betrayed their ·flocks. 
All through the years--the bitter years of exploita 

tion and outrage-they had preached brotherhood an 
talked democracy. God was the .father of us aH ar 
we, as brethren, must dwell together in peace upc 
:the earth. They: told us to lote one another and 
overcome evil with good. They commanded us to ' 
to others as we would have others do to us. 

The preachers, teachers, editors and lawyerS ( 
not know about ecooomicdeterminism. They did r 
.understand thaf when 'Convictions are placed on 0 

side of the balance, and income,. social position, a· 
reputation for "respectability" are placed on the oth. 
the great majority of. men and women will for~ 

conviction and stick to income. These many y~ 
they had taken their living from ~he hands of t 

plutocracy-the wealth power of the United Stat· 
When the great hO'lr came, the plutocracy. gave t 
well-known call and they responded . 

They were blind-these leaders of ours. They ( 
not understand life. They mixed up the true and 
false unable to. tell them apart. They played 
game for the plutocrats--Ieading us to a precq> 
and then standing aside to watch, with horror a 
anguish, while even their own children were c: 
ried over the brink. We trusted them to lead , 
They did not understand. They were blind, "and 
the blind lead the blind both shall fall into the ditd 
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Concerning the Russian Revolution 

DO XOT think it necessary for me to explain again 
~ my et.,ICal position in time of war. It is neither 
political nor social. It is human. I am absolutely op· 
posed to violence, from whatevtt side it comes. More· 
over. I have said and repeated twenty times that I 
belong to no party. One has ~o more rightto connC\."t 
me with Bolshevism l as the newspaper La France 
libre recently attempted to 00, than with 'militarism. 

I am not a Bolshevik, but I.can not tolerate lying 
or wilful error. Now I have established beyond a 
doubt that the greater 'part of the news of'the Russian 
revolution is unblushingly false in almost the' entire 
range of the leading papers (with the exception of 
certain French and English papers whoa~ trying to 
find out the truth). ~earts of 'information are not 
wanting. But it is onJy derived frOOl sOurces hostile 
to the revolutionaries. I have more than once pointed 
out the fact, with details, to some 'of the leading 
Swiss papers. 

They did not deny jt, but.no change was made ill . . . . 
their behavior, and one never hears anything but the 
cry of one side. 'Audi alterem parteu.;; 'Inasmuch 
as the two sides will not be heard before ttte bar of 
the Swiss press" I deny to the readers 9f that press 
the rigl1t to judge of t}le affairs in R1,1ssia. 

I deploTe the attitude' whiah the Allied governments 
have persistently maintained ~oward the Rus~ian rev· 
Qlution from its begimHng. They ~vedone everY
thing possible to add to its difficukies, t9 provoke vi
olence on its part and in abort to for~ it into the arms 
of Germany, their w.orst enemy. That is what Cap
tain Sadoul has said, jt is wQat the, French Socialist 
delegates said on tl1eir return from Russia. It is )Vhat 
i!' said by the English and American correspondents 
of the Manchester Guardian, and of the Independelit 
Review, The Liberator of New York. It was even 
publicly declared recmtly in New York by a poliucal 

Questions 

I T is, generally known that President Wilson had 
talked and is talking a great deal that the basis 
of the coming peac~, Should ~ 1he prillCiple of jus

tice and an equal non-partisan :lttitude tow~rds all 
~ople5-'big and smaU,' stroqg and, weak"-and he has 
found the most complete and bright expression in the 
famolls formula proclaimed by the Russian Revolu
tion: "peace with no annexations or contributions 
and on the basis of self-determination of peoples." 

We don't know how Presi'dentWilsonunderstands 
the principle of justice. But, there can be no doubt, 
that the demand put forward by him to the Central 
Powers regarding t.he evac:uation by the laM;~r: of for
eign lands seized by their 'troops, atkast, techniCally 
speaking, is in accord with that part of the Russian 
f ormHla which speaks about peace without annexa
tions. In connection with this a question arises: Does 
this demand of evacuatioll apply also to Russian prov
il1~s \Vhich are at the present moment in the hand,; 
)f the Central Powers? And furth,ermore, another 
1uestion: "Does not. the principle Qf justice and equal 
lttitude towards all-without-exccption nations, pro
claimed by PrtsidentWilson., d,ic:t.ate alliO the evacu-
1tion of the Russian provinces by the Allies? 

These questions are especially -important because 
of the comin~ peace negotiations. They excite and 
filt with alarm the heart of every citizen of the RU!l
sian Soviet Republic. And the Soviet Government is 
facing th-ese questions. the government which, as the 
!eWsp:lpers report, only the other day sent a com
nunication to President WilsOn asking, in effect, when 
Ie intends to withdraw his troops from the Murman 
cgion,. Archangel and Siberia. 

What can President Wilson answu to that? What 
cron the Allies answer? 

The Soviet Government, in its communication, 
states that it accepts the Wilson condition regarding 
evacuation and is ready to conclude an armistice with 

By Romain Rolland 

enemy of the Bolsheviki, the Menshevik leader, Lom
onosoff, head of the Russian mission to the United 
States, appointed by the Kerensky governmen~. 

I understand the antipathy of the European bour
geoisie to the Social revolution achieved in Russia, 
whose influence threatens to spread to the West. The 
revolution is disquieting to the big interests who feel 
themselves menaced, and at the same time, it exas
perates the exalted ideology of the conservatives. But 
the .opponents of the revolution are indeed blind if 
they do not see that the social revolution is the daugh' 
ter of war, and that in order to stop one, it is neces
sary to stop the other. 

'In my article "To the Peoples Assassinated" (No· 
vember, 1916) I said of the people of Europe sacri
ficed by millions upon the field of battle: 

j'Have you at last reached the depth of tM' tragedy? 
No, I see that in the future, after all this suffering, 
I dread that fatal day when in the disillusionment of 
betrayed hope" in the recognized futility of vain sac' 
crifices, the people worn out with misery shall blindlj 
seek upon what and upon whom to avenge themselves. 
Then they also will fall into injustice and will be de
spoiled by a riot of disaster just in the funeral glory 
of their sacrifices. And from top to bottom of the 
S<.'a1e all will become equal partici.pants in calamity 
and error." 

These lines were w,ritten in November, 1916. Since 
then the world has made long strides towards this 
plunging of all sides alike in violence. To accuse the 
revolutionary movement of this is as absurd as to 
blame the wall against which one throws a ball for 
sending it back again. The revolution exists as a 
product of war, and war as a product of the abomin· 
able social system of Europe. 

the Allies in case they clear from the troops the parts 
of Russian territory occupied by them. 

Will the Allies take into consideration this state
ment ? Doubtful. Indeed as they interpret, they do 
not wage war against Russia, and therefore, there can 
be no talk in this case about an armistice. 

But if the Allies do not ~age war against Russia, 
then, what, are their troops doing there? Have they 
gone there for a jolly good time. And. furthermore, 
what is the explanation of the fact that the Ameri
can and Allied press print officill.l reports regarding 
war operations on the Murman and Far East fronts? 

And another question: What sort of an enemy is 
spoken of right along in the official reports from th\! 
above fronts Against whom are the French, British, 
Japanese, American, Italian. Serbiat:'o Checho-Slovaks 
and other Allied troops fighting? Not against ghosts, 
surely. • 

It means, then, that war is being waged, and a war, 
evidently of a regular character. Why can there be 
no question in this case about an armistice?' 

Education in Russia 
( C ontitmed from page 6.) 

Demonstrative Arts; 7, Musical· Vocal; 8. Artistic
Ethnographical: 9. Cinematographical. 

These sections are proceeding to create in Petro-
grad: 

I. A central Socialist Theatre. 
2, A theatre of the Socialist yeuth. 
3, A garden for the children and the youth of the 

proletariat with a permanent theatre. games and sci
entific-sportive occupations. 

4. A central Socialist Club. 
S. A Socialist theatrical school with special 

courses far actors of the revolutionary stage, 
6. A bureau of lectures. 
7. A bureau of proletarian stage p~:-formers. 
8. A bureau of theatre plays. 
9. A central literature store. 

10. A central.Socialist library. 

Mr. Eugene Pictet, referring to Bolshevi~, speaks 
of the "bloody governmental anarchy." How, then, 
will he qualify the social state which has led Europe, 
during four years, to twenty or thirty millions of 
wounded, without counting the abyss of suffering ano 
demoralization over which the official press judicious· 
ly throws a veil? Bolshevism has not disorganized, 
it has tried in an unformed way to organize disorder; 
in the 'midst of the spiritual and material ruin of 
Europe, it has endeavored to b~ing forward new 
social forms. The value of tJte result we are not dis· 
cussing here; but in order to ,have either sympathy or' 
antipathy for this work, one is forced, if sinocre:, 
to recognize in it the spirit of the proconsuls of the 
convention. And, indeed, it is to this lineage that the 
leaders of Bolshevism are related; and they are tht 
object of the same hatred and the same wrongs. 

As for myself, I do not take my stand with them 
any more than with the bloody heroes of the Con
vention. I am not on the side of violence whether 
of war or of revolution. But I recognize energy and 
intelligence wherever I find them. I have not the 
gift to see or not to see according as it pleases or dis
pleases me. Free of every party and of all prejudice, 
I see what is before my eyes and I say what I see. 
The interview of Wissen and Ltben, reproduced by 
Mr. Herman Feman with perfect fidelity' (althd\Jgh 
at certain points insufficiently shaded) has on the last 
page outlined what I conceive to be' my intellectual 
duty: 

"My position in this war is that of an observer who 
forsees and who warns. Above all, I am the servitor 
of truth. My highest duty is to oppose hate, in the 
name of liberty and qumanity. For the future of hu
man civilization rests only in mutual love and mutual 
esteem, ... " 

"A.ll comrade Socialists having to do with art and 
with the education and instruction of children who 
are willing to participate in the creation of a prole-, 
tarian culture are requested to address themselves to 
the Central Committee-{Petrograda, Fontanka, Tcher
nyshe#f Square, House of the Commissariat of PuJ>. 
lic Instruction) on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri· 
days, from 7 to 9 P. M., on Tuesdays and Thuu· 
days from 4.30 to 8 P. M. 

Honora-ry Chairman of tire Central Committee, 
A. V. LUNACHARSKY. 

Chairmlln of the E.f'tcuti'lle Bureall, 
F. K:ALINN. 

To the American Workers 
(Continued from page 5,) 

meet with a number of serious setbacks and over
throws. 

And yet we are certain that we are inivincible, for if 
humanity will not emerge from this imperialistic Mas
sacre broken in spirit, it wilt triumph. Ours was the 
first country to break the chains of imperialistic war
fare. We broke them with the- greatest sacrifice, but 
they are broken. We stand outside of imperialistic 
duties and considerations, we have raised the banner 
C'f the fight for the complete overthrow of imperialism 
for the world. 

We are in a beleagueTed fortress, so long as 111) 

other initernati()l1al· Socialist revolution comes to our 
assistance with its annies. But these armies exi~t. 

they are stronger than ours. th~y grow, they strive. 
they ,become more invincible the longer imperialism 
with its brutalities continues. \Vorkin·gmen the 
world over are brtaking with their betrayers. with 
their Gompers and their Scheidemanns. Inevitably 
labor is approaching communistic Bolshevist lactics, 
i:' preparing for the proletarian revolution that alone 
i~ capable of pres(t'ving culture and humanity from. 
destruction. 

We are invincible, for invincible is the Proletarial} 
Revolution. 
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THE N,';on.1 C:OOgress ,of Councils 0,1 wo~~d-~r!!is ~~ ......... , declared darioc ... ___ 01 the e..-
men and SoldIers, whIch convened m Btrlm '. . cress: 
on December 16 and was dominated by the the streets of ~erhn raged the revolutIOnary masses "It mast be declared opadJ that tba. is cIaapr of tbe 

moderates, marked the end of the first stage of the who repeatedly Invaded the Congress. By a vote of whole ~Ye~ ..... ~_ crwallli .. aad the armisti~ 
German Revolution. five to one, the Congress refused to allow Karl Liebk- and peace a~~Go~oIIrokee o. oa the • ..". that 

Simultaneously, the movement among the masses, 
the temper of the revolutionary proletariat, the tre
mendous problems which a~ pressing upon German." 
Find Europe, and the whole tendency of ~ents 'as de
termined by the proletarian revoludoninRussia and 
its influence upon the coming peace conference indi
cate that the beginninr of the second SCie of the 
Revolution is developinr-the .tage of, the definite 
accomplishment of a proletarian revoltiti_t:'Y alliance 
with Soviet Russia, and the breaking for;tJt of new ill
ternational antagonisms, revolutionary wat 'ana civil 
wars. 

The days preceding the convening of the Congress 
were marked 1)y rumors of coUhter:'revolution, even 
actual p '')arations, by the feveriM activity of the 
revolutiol 'Y Socialists, by ministerial '~ti~s and the 
refusal of ur. Solf to resign (wbidt:hc' subsequently 
did, however, being succeeded by another hack of the 
old regime), and by the German workers engaging in 
huge strikes and preparing to interfere iit the procesll 
of industry. This economic activity otthe masses is 
vital, for unless the masses deftl.,'a "COnsCiousness 
of economic power, the will to estabH.b·wol'kers' con
trol of industry, the revolutionwillretnain ,political. 
and become a wasted opportunitY. 

The Spartacus' Socialists, a few days 'before the 
Congress met, promulgated a program whOlly in ac
cord with the revolutionary requirements Qf the situ
ation: "Disarmament of all policC"otfieers, non-prole
tarian soldiers and all members "<it" file' ,ruling' classes; 
confiscation by the Soldiers' aI''' Woi'kfuen's' Coun
cils of arms, munitions and armament"works; arming 
of all adult male proletarians arid the 'formation of a 
Workers' Militia; the formation of. 'proletarian Red 
Guard; abolition of the ranks ofoftii:ers and nOIl
commissioned officers; removal of all military offi
cers from the Soldiers' and Wbttrneft's Councils; 
abolition of all Parliaments and muriitipal and other 
councils; the election of a GenertJ, Councihvbich will 
elect and control the Executivt o,uncil of the sol
diers and workmen; repUdiation of all state and otber 
public debts, including war loans, down to a certain 
fixed limit of subscriptions; expropriation of all land
ed estates, banks, coal mines andlaqe industrial 
works; confiscation of all fortUnes -above a certain 
amount." This program, an imtrlidhrte, practical 
r-rogram of action, 'may ~t ranythe revolutionary 
masses and would imply the dictatorship of the prole
tariat a great stride onward to SoCialimi" -and the 
preparation of the revolutionary' German proletariat 
for t he decisive 'international rtvolutionary events 
that are coming.' 

The Congress of Councils met on Deicemben6, with 
'l clear majority for the mod~tes 'and, the petty 

ourgeois Socialists. It dodged every actual prob
m of the Revolution, being intlniidated' alike by the 

enormity of these problems and the threalof what the 
Allies might do under certain conditions. - 'The Con
gress allowed itself, perhaps willinrly,'to be brow
beaten -by Ebert and Scheidemann-wliile' outside in 

1 Rosa Luxemburg. some time previousry, published in Die 
Rotc Fah,u, the Spar.taus orpn, the followinlr, program: 
"The rebuilding and re-election of the local Soldiers' and 
Workmen's Councils; the constant R • .Km of· theie repre
sentatives of the masses. transfertinc rdll. political power 
from the small committee of the Executwe Couqcil to the 
broador base of the Workmen's and Soldier.' Council.; im
mediately to call a national council of worken and soldiers 
to organize the proletariat of all Gennany as a class; to or
ganize immediately. not the 'peasants,' but the rural proletariat 
lIDd small peasants, who as a class have thus fa"-been outside of 
the Re\"Olution; the fonnation of a Red Guud of the prole
tariat. for the defense of the Revolution and the organiza
tion of a workers' militia in order to break the' power of the 
absolutist and militarist police-.tate an..d it. Jdministration, 
judiciarv and army; direct confiscation of ia1!dedproperty, 
especially the large estates, at a provisional first step to se
cure food for the people: immecHately to 'call,. WOlt'kers' 
World Congress in Gennany in order to make the Socialist 
and international character of the tevolution sharply and 
dearly apparent, becaus~ in the Intemational 'alone, in the 
world rt'·olution of tht prnlttariat. titS the future of the 
German Rtvohttion," . 

h . no competent U'OI'I'IIWl Ye."_ ezistt, ad thea aU Ger. 
nec t and R01!le Luxemburg to address It with ad- man)' will be ocaapied '" Eofeate ttoopI." , 
visory functions, while essentially counter-revolu- It is precisely this threat that is temporarily hold. 
tionary speakers were listened to and often applauded. ing in leash the action of the masses. The majority 
The Revolution had been accomplished by the uncom- Socialists aad the boulJ'eOil cliques, are shamelessly 
promising use of Bolshevik methods and Bolshevik using this threat, dularilif that the 'Allies will never 

slogan3, which the Congress now r~jected in favor of permit a proletarian government in Germany,-and 
petty bourgeois democracy. being willing, if necessary, to invitle the intervention 

The reactionary character of the Congress was ill, of the Allies apinst the Revolutiot.. The proletariat 
dieated in the repeated attacks on the old Executive wants peace; it dreads a ~·wat, exhausted by the 
Committee which, heaven knows, was modera~ old, and a ddinite proletarian ftVOlution mipt con
enough. The old executive was too radical for ceivably mean a new wa..-... revolutionary war 
the Congress. Barth attacked Ebert and the Govern- against international Impenaltsnr. -WiD the revolu
ment for its food ,policy but the Congress sustained , tionary masses develop new telietvea and new enerry 
Ebert. Ledebour, the left Independent Socialist, who for the great final struaie: 
still hesitates, however, accused Ebert of furthering The German proletariat 1rift. teafaze more and more 
counter-revolutionary plans, and stigmatized him as how hopeless is its position unless it definitely com
"a shameful smirch on the Government," amid pletes the Revolution. It, wiD realize that the policy 
scenes of protest and disorder. But the Congress ap- of moderate, petty bouqeoia Socialism is offerinr the 
proved of the Ebert ministry~nd the right Inde- proletariat as a sacrifice to iaterD&tional Imperialism; 
pendents, Haase & Co., in spite of aU, retained their and the realization of thd fact· will mean swift and 
membership in the government of the counter-revolu- drastic action come, wbat ~y. 
tion. The Congress climaxed its reactionary atti- The German revolutionary proletariat has a mipty 
tude by the election of a wry inoderate Executive ally in the Soviet· Reptablic: of Russia, and in ~ 
Committee in accord with the Govtrnment, giving awakening proletariat of ~ other'European nations, 
this committee power to "control" the Govemment- particularly 'France lAd 1IaIy. :Sovtet Russia has 
in the event, perhaps, that it might become radical' o~red the Germany proletaiiat tftree million soldiers 

Repeatedly, during the sessions, delegationS of if a war against Ententt= I~Iisnt-becomes necca
workmen and soldiers insisted upon being allowed to aary;. and in this revealed ,the tpItnd1cl stratecY of 
present demands, a right they insisted upon in spite Lenin-the peace with ~, in spite of its 0IIer

of the oppositional attitude; of the Congress. One ous character, alloWed rntlUiibnary 'Rassia an op
delegation of soldiers demanded the dismissal of all portunity to recuperate and reorpnizt, to establish 
officers and military control for the Councils. A delega- the conquests of the' ~ ~yolution, to or
tion of workers, which was allowed to speak only" ganue a new Socialist ann,. few itt 'owu defense and 
after violent protests, presented the following de- for the defense of Soeialittn -ewrywhere. The een
mands: "That all Germany be constituted as one sorship on news from Ruuia cannot hide the fact 
single republic; that all go~rnment power be vested that the Soviet' Republic is sttoaretthan ever, that 
in the Workmen's and Soldiers' COuncils; that the it has larply rtstorecI ~ coaditions, that it is 
supreme executive power be exercised by the Execu. securinr new &Dies, and ~that. It hal the military 
tive Council; the abolition of the existing govenl- strength to btic:ome a real flaGr' in (IOCftinl events. 
ment; measures for the protection of the Revolu- Already, the revoluti~" ........ t internation:d 
tion; disarmament of the counter-revolutionists; arm- Imperialism is starting in tilt Baftic: Provinces, par
illg of the proletariat; pr9paganda for the establish- ticularly in Es~ and the futher into these prov
ment of a Socialist World RepUblic." In spite of inces the 'Bolshevik troops penetrate, tbe nearer they 
these revolutionary proposals, they were decisively corne to German)" the usiet:.becotnes revolutionary 
rejected, the Congress adopting a hesitant, compro- co-operation between the ~'an4 the Russian 
",ising, petty bourgeois policy. proletariat. 

The Congress was stampeded into deciding for an Coming events will SURly astume a giant character, 
early convocation of the Constituent Assembly, the may mean the flarinr up of new Hvolutionarystruc. 
dat~ being set for January 19 by a vote of 400 to '/0, gles .••• 
amidst cries from the gallery of "Shame I Shame ,', In Germany Itself the SjJartadcles are being 
and "Cowards, we shaU teach you a lesson yet I You strengthened by the eoanter-htolutionary trend of 
are robbing the people of the fruits of the Revolu· events. Reaction conquets, but out of reaction c:omes 
tion." The counter-revolutionary character of this new revolutionary actiOn. 11re tndtpendent Socialists 
stampede in favor of the Constituent Assembly was have split and this split has strenctbened revolution
indicated in Scheidemann's speech, who told the dele- .ary Socialism. The ecotsomlc crisis is acute, and 
gates "\"ery plainly" that if the Workmen's and Sol- strikes are becominr namerou, the ;rorker. making 
diers' Councils continued in operation unspeakable what the boufleOis consider "Impotsible" demands. 
woe would befall Germany, worse even than what The workers, moreo'ler, are dneloping, hesitatinrly 
had been suffered already; they were bound to drift and awkwardly, the tendency toward workers' con. 
into Bolshevism, no matter how little they desired it, trol of industry, but of this practical movement, de. 
and they would transform Germany into a second termined by neceSSity, may devel9P larger doinr •• 
Russia but worse than the latter, because in Germany The proletariat is face to lace with problems whieh 
there was more to destroy. The Independents of the life itself mult and will compel them to tackle by revo
right had nothing to say again9t this counter-revolu- lutionary means. The impulse of the eronomic crisis 
tionary manoeuvre. Th~ Soviets of the revolutionary ,Ius the sinister plans of international Imperialism, 
masses made the Revolution, and they are to abdicate and the international revolutionary opportunity will 
-in favor of petty bourgeois democracy. This wou,J create new revolutionary currents, will instill new en. 
mean the end of the Revolution. Again, the iss~e is ergy into the exhausted inaues: and the Revolution 
clear-Constituent Assembly and Capitalism, or all again flare up into action. The Ebert-Haase Govern
power to the Soviets and Socialism. ment of the counter·rnOIution, in spite of the ap-

The Congress of Councils indicated a definite swing proval of the Congress, is shakinr, threatened by 
to the right, to reaction. The representatives of the counter-revolution from the extreme right and revo
masses acted in accord with the policy of the petite lutionary action from the Jeft, from the betrayed 
bOllrgeoisieand not in accord with the policy of the masses. 
revolutionary masses. But the Congress was not End and bqinning-they jostle each other in Ger
decisive. There were indications, moreover, that th.e many. Will the German proletariat act. and assure 
rt'action is temporary: the majority Socialist organ. the inkmatioa., Rnolation? 
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