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Peace-and the Revolution 
THE coming peace conference will only incidental

ly be a conference to discuss peace; it will large· 
ly be a conference to discuss action on the Rev

olution in Russia and in Germany,-to prevent a gen
eral European revolution. 

The Conference, whether completely imperialistic, 
partly imperialistic, or "liberal," will still determine 
peace terms on the basis of Capitalism and Imperial
ism. But it is precisely the fact of Capitalism that 
makes it impossible to really heal the wounds of the 
war and bring a lasting peace. 

'Var "'as a method for the solution of the complex 
problems of Capitalism produced by the epoch of 
Imperialism: the fettering of production by national 
frontiers, the necessity of national Capitalism becom~ 
ing international, the struggle for investment markets 

-and unde\-eloped territory, the process of one nation 
increasing its own economic opportunity only by nec· 
~5sarily limiting the ttOnomic opportunity of other 
nations. But these problems are insoluble, under 
Capitalism, which is a l11as~ of contradiction~; and 
w~r, instead of solving these old problems, has com
plicated them and produced new problems of larger 
leope. 'Var appears to Capitalism as the method of 
IOlving its contradictions; the method ~f the prole
t.~ ls neces~an'y Social Reyolution. the oVCJthro" 

t"4'lYIdaft. 
The proletariat in Russia and in Germany have re

~rtcd to the revolutiona., method; the European 
proletariat generally is preparing to use the revolu
tionary method. 

The one attitude that mi/rht ;avert immediate rev
olution in Europe is the' "liberal" at~itllde, by the Eu
ropean governments adopting the policy of no an· 
nexations and no indemnities. The United State~, 
which requires no annexations and no indemnities 
(becau5c of its peculiar vosition and because its peace 
policy is to maintain the balance of power in Europe: 
r.dther an aggrandized Germany nor a destroyed Ger
many, neither an aggrandized Britain nor a destroyed 
Britain). is pursuing the "liberal" policy. But the 
Eurppean nations inevitably must pres!! for annexa
tions and indemnities: they have to dnngle the tangible 
"fruits of victory" in the -eyes of their people, who 
ha\'e aionized for-what? They must, moreover. pro. 
mote their Own Imperialism as the only means of heal
ing the wounds of the war-on the basis of Capi
talism. 

And SO Great Britain propo~s to retain the Ger
man coJon.-es, exact a cnlshing indemnity to cover the 
cost of the war, and maintain its naval supremacy; 
France insists upon a still huger indemnity, the an
nexation of the left bank of the Rhine (indisputably 
Gennan territory) and perhaps a share of the Ger
man colonies and Syria: B-elgi1!m insists upon "feeOY

ering-" former "Belgian territory" now a part of Hol
land; Italy's imperialistic appetite has already pro
duced a clash with the Jugo--Slavs; while the "small
er nations" are at each other's throats, each acting as 
ii one's own nation~ independence is (!romoted only 
by crushing the independ~nce of some other "small na
itonaJity." 

But to impose a hure indemnity upon Germany 
means to crush Germany industrially, in which event 
Gennany could not pay the indemnity; to lessen the in
demnity and allow Germany to recover means to pro
duce financial and industrial complications in the other 
nations; and the attempt to straighten OUt this contra
diction will make the "peace-conferees" sweat,-while 
it wiD compel the inlerftntion of the rnolutionary 
PI'OIeIariat. 

Moreover, all the measures comprised in annexa
tions and indemnities are of profit to Capitalism alone, 
to the industrial and financial magnates, to the oppres
sors of labor. A peace on the basis of Capitalism will 
heal the wounds of capital, but never of labor; only 
Social Revolution can heal the agonizing wounds in
flicted upon the proletariat by the war. 

Great Britain, France and Italy-their Capitalism
ar~ determined upon exacting the final measure of 
tribute from Gennany; but this attitude will undoubt
edly accelerate the revolutionary process, convincing 
the German proletariat that Social Re\"olution is the 

No Answer Yet! 
Asserting that United States troops were fighting the 

Russians without any declaration of war, Senator 
Hiram Johnson, Republican, introduced a resolution 
in the Sellate, IXcember 12, calling for an investigation 
of the Ruslian situation and askin~ data £rom the State 
Department. Senator Johnson a.ked the following 
questions, all of which are true: 

HIs it true that the Soviet ClOvernment ofFered to the 
American Government a basi. of co-operation, eco
aomic and military and .ought the belp of the Ameri
can Government to prevent the ratification of the 
thameful treaty of Brest, and tha the American Gov. 
.~-"""e4-· .. ,th!I;offerr 

"II It true that' the' Ru.sian Soviet Goyernment of
fered, through its hilhcst economic council, a program 
for makiug America dae most favored foreign nation 
in trade and commerce and involving the control by the 
Allies of all those supplies most desi~d by the Cm
tral Empires' 

"Is it true that the Department of State has refused 
to allow the American Red Cross to ship supplies to 
}.f05("OW and Petrograd for the ~Iief of the returnin .. 
RUll5ian war prisoners from Germany' 

"J s it true that refusal of these recommendationl 
pre\'ented the e\'acuation of I:lrge amollnts of muni. 
tions and war .upplies from the eastern front that .ub
sequcntly were captured by the Germans in' their ad
vance after the Brcst negotiations had faile4r' 

AskilJg if America might be partly responsible for 
starvation and terrorism in Russia, Senator Johnson 
wanted to know whether this country's purpose was to 
war against re\olution in all countrle, "to prevent the 
agitation for revolution from spreading." 

Referring to what he termed "strange modifications" 
of armistice terms dclaying withdrawal of German 
troops from Russia. Senator ]ohn::on asked: 

"Can it be that the Geman·bribed Bolsheviki actin, 
in conjunction with Germany, , • • must be kept 
in order by German troops? 

"I f a league of nations was to be formed upon any 
stich motives it will degenerate into a holy alliance. A 
policy of military intervention, supporting one Govern
ment here and another there. one' 'faction in one pan 
and one faction in another, will but encourage every 
revolutionary group. 

"The extraordiDary amount of misinformation given 
to the American people concemidg Russia almost justi
fies the belief that there has been a regular. and con
iistent propaganda of misrepresentation. The Creel 
Bureau of Public Information has apparently been en
ga~d. not in developing facts to our people, but 
in justifying a course subsequently pursued at variance 
with our words. Solemnly we promised that we would 
not, by hostile invasion intervene. We did, after our 
solemn promise. just that thing, and then in the .e
quence of' events, apparently. the duty developed on the 
,Creel bureau to jUltify the broken promise. 

"As calmly we weigh what has been transpiring in 
Au.tria and Germany, as we observe the insidious prop
.aganda and the poison of Bolshevism emanating from 
RUllia, which have gone to the very core of the autoc. 
racy of the central empire., can we be satisfied with 
the Creel committee'l labored efForts to delDODltrate 
that the BoIsheviki are Germm ageats 1'" 

only way out; and the definite completion of the prole
tarian revolution in Germany mirht inspire the prole
tariat of the other nation!' to act, might even eventu
ate in a new revolutionary war; and in this crisis, the 
proletariat of France and Italy, perhaps of Great Brit
ain, ,would prove a natural ally of the Russian and 
German proletariat-and the general European rev0-

lution flare up into action. And if~Great Britain, 
France and Italy relinquish annexations and ind-emni
ites, then their financial problems will become disas
trously heavy, they will have to impose immediately 
new burdens upon the prol-etariat. the mockery of the 
war will taunt the proletariat and action to",ard revo
lution develo!). 

Real reconstruction can proceed only on a Socialist 
basis. Precisely as capital used the opportunity of 
war to ~nrich itself and oppress labor, so caoitat will 
use the opportunity of reconstruction to enrich itself 
and oppress labor. Moreover, to rutJy reconstruct, 
it is necessary that there be a release of the .oant 
forces of production; but capital cannot anow this: it 
witI limit reconstru~tion wit1:1in the bounds of produc
tion for profit. Under Capitalism, reconstruction 
mUlSt first consider the profits of capital, and then the 
needs of the peopJe. State co~trol Df recoDfmsctioD 
wilt not be(p, 'sfnee the .If! is the state of the boar
gois masters. At its worst, Capialism will use recon
struction to sweat blood out of the proletariat: at iu 
best, Capitalism tries to potter with "Iiberal" propos
als of reconstruction, but is aghilSt at the giant prob
Inlls. \vrecked on the rock of class necessity. 

The peace conference cannot solve these problems; 
and as it rev~als tbe in-eptitude of the representatives 
of Capitalism ("liberal" and "conservative") and pro
pose~ action alrlinst the Revolution, the European 
proletariat will swell the chorus: Peace with rev0-

lution r 
Imperialism, which is the final stage of Capitalism 

and a desperate, futile attempt to solve the multiply
i,:~ contradictions of Capitalism; has objectively intro
duced the social-revolutionary epoch; and this social. 
revolutionary epoch has been subjectively introduced 
by the proletarian revolution in Russia and ~ 
many .••• 

Peace with molution-that was the slogan of tho 
Bolsheviki in Russia, that is now the .Iogan of the 
Gennan Boisheviki, that is the slogan of the develop
ing forces of revolutionary Socialism in all European 
nations. 

Peace with revolution-and it i. the task of the 
American proletariat to prevent interference in the 
revolutionary determination of Europe', destiny. 

We learn from the newspapers that "Gennan spies 
fail to convince Negroes." As a matter of fact it 
seem~ to \1S that they failed to convince anybody of 
anything, except, of course, the newspapers whom 
they convinced that all German spics were Socialists, 
and the Department of Justice, whom they convinced 
that the best way to stop German espionage was to 
jail all the Socialists an1 leave the apia alone. 

• • • 
Congress has appointed a committee to investigate 

the National Security League. If the result of the in
vestigation turns out to be half as bad as the result of 
the National Security League'. investiption of C0n
gress, somebody is bound to ao to jail. 
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The Great Deception 
A tnmendous reception has been accorded Presi-

dent Wilson in France. Dicnitaria of the Re
public have wined and dined him, word. of welcome 
haft been bandied bade and forth-a great hi.torical 
.-nt, duly recorded by the ~ and the movies. 
Bat the diatinpiahing feature of the reception i. 
that a 1arp amount of popular fee1inc wu evoked, 
tile u Jet unc:onaCioua maaa picturing President 
\ViIIoa u the peaonification of the new ace and tho 
new democracy. The intense longings of ~ masses 
for Jastinc peace. the inarticulate aspiration for a 
new world. are being expl'aaed in a temporary accla
.. lion of the President. whose generous use of the 
phrueoqy of idealism and democracy has caplh'atcd 
the American muses and a large section of the Euro
pean 11IlWet'. ·nlil' is anothcr grtat tragedy of history. 
11M: Amrric'an and 1~ .. n"1Can n""\lIIiCS, a5 ycl, dn not 
1ft the dt'Cf15 nf rt'llclion Ih.,,1 "Ialk Ix-hilKI thc M'rt'i11 
nr l~ wunl5 or clanol·rat"y. :\5 Ihe cnUmsia"", ui 
... war'llIls 1""5M'.I, Iht' cI«t'IIIi"" of il all t5,apl"ut'nl : 

....... 1I1,,13mlt F"U" will IM'('cm~ Iht' cll'('t'IIIion or Ihe 
• wonl$ or d~nKJCr:lcY. The brll~ Ira.:ecly or Car1lah 

ian. is Ib.,t it n,,",ilizes the "n~rc, the cour;lJ{t', Ihe 
cnt~tU"ia5'" nnel idealism of the 111."5."('5 fur the ItUr
pGftS or mal"tion ; but already the 1n.'lS5el' are awakcn
in« to the recognition of thi!l, and their energy and 
idealiPm i5 bein.: transConned into the intenlational 
atruule for Socialism. 

Waging the Class Struggle 
T HE pren reports dlat a French "Socialist" del.:-

gation I1\d the PreI'ident. who answered with an 
addRU. declaring that "this has indeed been a people's 
war • . , waged against absolutism and militarism," 
and that "those who lead your own creat nation" are 
for. nc.· world and a Lea~e of ~ations. Clemen
cau and the Ministry of Reaction. the Ministry of 
R.eac:tibn and the' French Bourse I The new world 
they creatMt will be a world of capital and the 
tyranny of caPital. The majoritY: "Sodalists" in 
Prance are again nob1y waging the clus struggle, 
preciltly as i. the British Labor Party. The accept
ance, of the President'i "14 point." by.majority "So
cilli""" in France and England and by the British 
Labor Party has enorinoaaIy complicated our tuk of 
awakeninc the American ptoletariat. II well u awak
ening the proletariat of Prance and Britain. The 
Itrai«ht and .ure tactic it-dependence alone "fIOn 
the c .... struate of the Soc:ialist proletariat. 

A Challenge to a Liar 
T HE bourgeois press hu neYer lied a. often, u in-

, fU1lOUJ1y~ is it tia these da)'l about rnolutionary 
Sodalat RUlli&., And it isn't .imple the yellow gutller 
,.... that lies; the moat preposterous lia are manu
fldUred by the "respectable" and "intellectual" press: 
the JUtter and th~ uni~ersity. the intellectual and l11e 
roachneck. are a unity &pin.t RUilia. The "Christ
ian ~ Monitor," in an' editorial in its December 
1& iuue, lies .tupidly and Yiciouaty. 

Sa,. the "Monitor:" 
-~ rGermany1 cantd to her aid the two inter· 

..tIona1 Jnrt t.,,'ianallLenin] and Bronstein (Trotz
Icyl con"J'd them acI'OII her territory to the RUilian , ........... 

Lw No. I: Ulianal-Lenin is not a Jew. but a pure 
.-..... of tile CoIIack petty nobility. 

1M No •• : Bftlllltein-TnJtaIcy was not transported 

TBB QVOLtmONAIlY ~GB , 

acroa Germany to Russia: be left ,New Y«Ic, wu 
seized by the British and interned at' Halifax, releued 
upon demand of the Russian pverDnIIeDt, and entered 

Russia by way of Sweden. Th Labo P rty 
Say. the moral. intellectual and clean ''Monitor:'' era 
"And. 10, with all restrainta &brown uide, aad' the , THERE is a ~nent developing amonc the 

~ BoIabeviki, which are iaeoa.equentaL The proc
ell of starving Ruuia is .tiu'in action. • • • And alien 
troops are ItiU in Archangel aa4 VJadiYoltok. 

vodka shops once again thrown open, liberty in all uniO'W of the Ameican Federation of Labor to 
directions quickly degenc,ratccl into license and an- orpniie • LGor Party. The movement seems 
archy." (Under the Soviet regime.) acquiring definite character and a,trencth, central 1a-
L~ No.3: The Soviets did not re-open the vodka bor councils in a namber of cities haviac approved 

shop$; II a fact. the Soviets were the one great force of the propo.... _ 
against drink. Drink promota the power of the BlacJc Thi. may. In • measure, be a reflex of the .itm1ar 
Hundreds. not the power of. Socialism. movement among the Canadian anions. It is. in still 

Sa)'l the religious. God-fearing "Monitor:" lal'J'r measures, an expraaioa of the new correnta 
"In the German organization of BoI.hevism in Ru.· ,that the war and eventa In Europe are developml 
. " • .,t,:... 1 eased' . ... " •• . .• among the world. wo ...... c au. exsn- m un-
Llc NO·4: Bolshevism IS not Gemlln; on the mature and conservative form. It iI, accordingly. a 

'contrary; ,the conceptioll of Socialism violently op. Inove that, while it should DOt meet enthusiastic un
pos~d . by Bolshevism \VII typified ~ the dominant critical acceptanCe, merita the seriou. study of the 
Soclahsm of Germany. Pact: It I. Germany that Sociali.t who does not flee from reality by means of 

,is no\\' importin~ from Russia, and not Russia that im- phrases, nor accepta every -reality" u real. but who 
fIOrted Bolshevism. from Germany. .tudia the IOCiAI alpent u a means of developinr 
~e do not challenge the. edi!orial lia~ of the "Moni- appropriate Socialilt tactict. 

to~ to retract· these stupid ba. It 11 uae1a. to uk The organization of an American Labor Party may 
thiS. 0.£ .course; they have no r:eal cue against the prove. step forward for the A. F. of L., but not nee. 
Rol,hevlkl, and mu.t resort to bes; to retratt these saril a step forward for the American proletariat. 
lies. mi~ht mean the .awlkening .of the Am~can ~e 1. F. of L-. which has inalated all along upon "no 
prolt'taraat: and that nllght.mean-more Bolshevism I politics in the unions" while dickering and compro-

The Beam in Our Eye 
T J I E psychology of the American ruling class • 

which nl.,(,cl'50'\ril~· filten dO"'n into the conscious_ 
lit'!!!! of Ihe work(,rlI, i5 Vt'ry llt'Cidiar. The American 
rulin,-!, ria!'!! hn:t!itll nr "I he "tmmt in dt"lllO('racy," and 
d"prin-5 It'll millill1l5 n('J:rftl"!I ftr l,ra('1 it-ally ('very 
riJ{hl of .lcmllt"rat'v: il I'ralt'.' of "civiliz.,lio,," an.1 
"hl\manil~'," and Inlr.r~It·!! lYll('hilll:. fnllnd nowhere 
('15C~ ill I he wnrld: il "hnlltl ahollt ,,'Orln-r$ herr. tM'in.: 
"\11 .. 51 frt'C'," :",.1 Irt'at" l'lrikt'r$ with a hnltality that 
i" Ally olhC'~ t.'ounlry would a"l1~l ,Iroyoke rcv2Iu .• 
ion; it first l'f'C'.ak!l :thout the war "tn make the world 
!Cafe for democracy," al'!cI then gagl' democracy :anel 
free l'llt't'Ch morC' effectively than ally other belligerent 
t"ollntr)" impo$CM "liCntcnt"n "pon political offenders 
more savage than those that were imposed by the im
perial German autocracy. It i. a psychology com
pOllnded of conceit and hypocrisy, of IlYagery and 
unctuous morality-an -effective instrument against 
the: proletariat. One of its particular boasta was the 
verY high level of education in the United States, 
coupled with sneers about other nations' illiteracy. 
,Well, Secretary of the Interior Lane, in his annual 
"fIOrt and an accompanying letter. .how. facts that 
he considers "almost unbelievable" and "in 4hem
selve!l acc:usatory" about illiteracy in the United 
States. In 1915 there were 5,556,163 persons more 
than ten years old who could neither read nor write 
English or any other language-more than 20 per cent. 
of the population. According to the census of 1910, 
the percentage of native white iUiterates born of na
tive parent. wu 3.7; of native whites of foreign or 
mixed parentage, 1.1; of foreign-born white. 12.7; of 
nt"gr0e5, 30. llost of the illiterate nations of Europe 
make a finer showing. These bout. are means of 
exception. But the awakening of the proletariat i. 
coming. 

They Are Still There 
T HE questions asked by Senator Hiram ]ohnlQn 

about Aineican relation. with Russia and about 
\~tat American troops are doing in Russ:a have not 
yet been answered. The press reports that Allied 
trooP!! may march into Russian territory evacuated. by 
the German troop. "to maintain order." French rna
rin~ ha,·e occ:upird Odt"Sla. where they have absolute
ly no business unlesl it is counter-rnolutionary busi
nesl. British Minister of Foreign Affairs Balfour 
declares that ther:e is no responsible pemment in 
Russia that could be represented at the Peace Con· 
ference, and indicates that Russia is one oi "the back· 
ward nations" that the I..eacue of Nations ahould be 
"trustee of, and help them alon .. the steady path of 
pron-eu." The American War Trade Board hal made 
definite plan. to reopen·trade relations with Ruuia
abat is, with thole parts of Russia DOt COIltroUed b, 

mising with Democratic and R-epublican politicians. 
may develop a cleaner sense of independence by 
mean. of independent politics. It may. moreover. by 
I'howing the futility of A. F. of L. politics. huten 
tbe (L"y of mal Socialist political action hy tM prole
tariat, 

The Nt'w York "Cali" wail~ that thert' is no n«e.~ 
liily rur:t I .. ,h"r I'arly I'int"c the Snl'ialist Parly har' 
lK't'n in Ihe field tor tWt'nty )'t'an Thill i5 t"ither ;an 
admi5."ion that tbe Sol"i."li$1 "lIrty i. no more than a 
I.abor "arly, or a Mm5hevik reru!'.,,1 to admit the 
funclan~ .. LQr ClllrertnC'eS'Mlheu. 'a ............. ., _ 

S.K~iillil'1 pouty. lu either event it i$ counter-Social
ism. 

What i" a Labor Party? nle Labor Party, in 
England and in Australia, has been, from the stand
point of revolutionary Socialism, hopelessly reaction
ary and un-proletarian. The British Labor Party's 
policy i. a petty bourgeois policy. a counter-revolu
tionary policy, •• has been clearly apparent by ita 
unitl with imperiali.tic Capitalism in the British Cab
inet, by its declaration that the war wu a war of de
mocracy, by acceptin~ petty bourgeoii. liberalism in
stead of proletarian Socialism, by ita petty bourgeois, 
nationalistic proposals concerning Irt'land, by its vir
tual nCQutesc:ence in the expulsion of Maxim Litvinol 
from England, by it accepting the resolution of the 
Inter-Allied Labor <:onference favoring "democratic· 
intervention in RUllia, by ita bureaucraey through 
Arthur Henderson acting apinst every de:velonment 
of revolutionary energy and initiative in the British 
proletariat. The Britsh Labor Party has been a typi
cal party of laborism. in that it struggles for a place 
in the govern in.: system of thlnp, for petty advantag-s 
to Ihe uPpCr layers of the \Yorkin~ class, inlltead of 
struggling for the overthrow of the .:overning bour
geois sys~. The British Labor Party has bem and 
i!o a party of social-Imperialism. ita policy in tendeney 
the reactionary policy of majority Socialism and 
unonism in Germany.-acept in the case of more 
radical, oppositional unidna. 

A characteristic of laborism is that it acts against 
the broad muses of the indu.trial proletariat, against 
the unornnized proletariat of unskilled labor. The 
,··tabor" government in Australia, once in power, used 
armed forca to break the .trikf'l of unorpnized, un
skilled workers. Moreover. the "labor" government, 
instead of introducing "Socialism," u wu expected 
by the CUlb"le. SodaIiat, .trengthened Capitalism, be
came the unifYing centre of boul'JteGi. reaction cam 
ouRand in "liberal" colon. When the war broke. 
"labor" Australia wu even more patriotic and Im
peraliAtic than bnunreois Canada. "labor" Premier 
William Morri. HU«ha becoming the particular pet 
.,f the ultra-imperialistic forca of Bnliib Capital. 
Um. There has been a revolt aplnat the ....... " 
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of Hache-, and more radical currents are developin!r 
iG the Auatralian Labor Party under pressure of the 
industrial proletariat and revolutionary Socialism, but 
the tendeacy still remain. characteristic of a Labor 
Party. 

ve10ping a new pulse in international Socialism-ideas 
which alone represent Socialism and Marxism .• 

and Italian movements, who cares what the "wops" do? 

When the transport worken, miners and unorgan
ized workers in New Zealand in 1913 determined upon 
a cmeral .trike, the skilled labor unions refused to 
.trike and scabbed,. while the LabOr Party issued a 
manifesto against the strike. The struggle between 
the unions of the aristocracy of labor and the indus
trial proletariat became so keen that a new party was 
organized representing the industrial masses, the S0-
cial Danocratic Federation. 

The Socialist Party would have to irrevocably and 
uncompromisingly sep;lrate itself from a Labor Party 
,nd wage war upon it. Wage war-how? Not by 
promising more reforms than the Labor Party, but 
by a propaganda of revolutionary Socialism and in
dustrial unionism, by awakening and directing the 
action of the great unorga,nized masses of the indus
trial proletariat. nais would mean a broadening of 
the conception and practice of politics-a broadening 
fully in accord with Marxism and fundamental S0-
cialism. 

Note: On November 7th some Socialists had a 
pamphlet printed to celebrate the first anniversary of 
the founding of the Soviet Government. When they 
went to get it at the binder's. a member of the Typo
graphical Union said. "1 don't know whether I'll give 
you ··this stuff or not. It's all about the Bolsheviks. 
You guys ought to be arrested I" 

The Irish Labor Party is the only labor party that 
doe. not express the full policy of laborism. It ac
quired a proletarian class policy after the Dublin 
.trike in 1912-13 and cooperates with the unskilled 
workers. During the war, it adopted a radical op
positional attitude, but its recent decision to withdraw 
its parliamentary candidates in favor of the Sinn Fein 
candidates indicates an abandonment of the straighl 
path of proletarian action for the tortuous ways of 
compromise with the Irish bourgeoisie. 

nae tendenc:y of laborism. of a Labor Party, is the 
petty bourgeois tendency of compromise, of concilia
tion with Capitalism, of securing advantages for it
self by betraying tlie masses of the industrial prole
tariat and accepting social-Imperialism. 

AD American Labor Party will express precisely 
the tendency and purposes of the A. F. of L. These 
purposes and tendency are notoriously readionary. 
The A. F. of L. is not interested in the great indus
trial proletariat of unorganized, unskilled labor-the 
bulk of the working class; in fact, the A. F. of L. has 
repeatedly acted against and betrayed its strikes, par
ticularly when directed by the I. W. W. The A. F. 
of L. is lar,ely an organization of "job trusts" of the 
aristocracy of labor, which strives simply for petty 
.dl,ntaca. amS"tfIItth has again and acain united 
with Capitalism apinst Socialism and the proletariat. 
The A. F. of L.. moreover. through its bureaucracy, 
bas during the war been even more reactionary than 
the most reactionary elements of Capitalism, smugly 
satisfied that the war was bringing steady employ
ment and high .wages; and this bureaucracy. through 
Samuel Gompers " Co .• directly united with Impeial
ism in Europe against Socialism and the awakening 
of the proletariat--even the British Labor Party was 
too "radical" for Gompen "Co. Gompers developed 
into an instrument of Lloyd-George and Oemenceau 
against the working class. 

The tendency and purposes of the Labor Party. 
5bould it eventuate, will express the reactionary tend
ency and purposes of the A. F. of L. That is scarce
ly anything to jubilate about. 

But, then, would a Labor Party be simply U1 evil? 
Not at all; it might indirectly promote progress by 
demonstratinr on the larger field of politics the weak. 
petty policy of theA. F. of L.. might in that way prove 
an educational force. and darify the situation in a 
large degree. That i., providing that Socialism would 
adapt itself to the new conditions and would not be
come a cat's-paw for the Labor Party. 

There are e1cme: ~ in the Socialist Party whose 
policy is not at all Socialist, but the policy of reaction
ary trades unionism and laborism. and who would. 
welcome a Labor Party. These elements would in
aist that the Socialist Party identify itself in some 
way with the Labor Party. either become absorbed 
in the new party or a part of it, such as·the Indq,ond
... t Labor Party in England. This would be disas
trous to revolutionary Socialism. identifying Social
ism with laborism. The Socialist Party should main
tain its independence and Socialist identity. 

But it must be admitted that the official majority 
policy of the Socialist Party is largely the policy ·of a 
~ Party; and should the party retain this policy, 
it would stapate and the Labor Party conquer. The 
Organization of a Labor Party, accordingly. wOOlld be 
a call to the Socialist Party to recapize itsetf,to 
adopt a policy repraentinr the tendeDcy and require
meats .of the industrial proletariat, to reconstruct it

Itlf witJa tbe an ,.... ... " SocWi. w.. ... de-

The A. F. of L. does not represent the elements of 
the real proletariat-the industrial proletariat massed 
in the basic larger industry. The A. F. of L., except 
in the case of anachronisms such as the miners reprt
sents the skilled \vorkers, the aristocracy of labor, mcn 
who have skill and consider this skill "propertv." 
Their ideology is a petty bourgeois ideology, and their 
domination of Socialism and the industrial proletariat 
would prove a calamity. The nnS\Ver to the A. F. of L. 
compromise and petty bourgeois policy is to awaken 
the industrial proletariat, and pull out of the A. F. of 
L. unions. such as the Miners, who belong with th~ 
industrial proletariat. 

Socialism must have an economic basis-industrial 
{lOwer. But this ,,·iII not be provided by the A. }to. 

of L. or the policy of Laborism-did the British la
bor Party use industrial power to secure for its dele
gates access to international conferences held outside 
of England? The industrial power of Socialism must 
come out of the militant proletariat in the larger in
dustry. from the propaganda and practice of indus
trial unionism and industrial mass action. 

Should the Labor Party eventuate, this reconstnu::
tion of the Socialist Party policy becomes imperatift; 
thus reconstruction is equally necessary should the 
Labor Party not eventuate. The Socialist Party must 
attune itself to the rhythm of new ideas in internation
al Socialism. 

There is no magic in "labor,"-it deponds upon 
what "labor" represents, its tendency and aetion. 
There is no magic in "Socialism," either. Both may 
prove- reactionary and counter-revolutionary. The 
great task of international Socialism at this moment iii 
its own reconstruction-the final sruggle against Cap
italism and Imperialism is on I 

Bolshevism in America 
Bu John Reed 

I
N response ·to anxious q!leries from our capitalist 

acquaintances as to the danger of a Bolshevik 
Hevolution in the United States within the next two 
weeks, we wish to settle the quesion once for all. 

I. The American working -class is politically and 
economically the most uneducated working class in 
the world. It believes what it reads in the capitalist 
press. It believes that the wage-system is ordained by 
God. It believes that Charley Schwab is a great man. 
because he can make money. It believes that Samuel 
Gornpers and the American Federation of Labor will 
protect it as much as it can be protected. It believes 
that under our system of Government the Millenium 
~ possible. When the Democrats are hi power. it 
believes the promises of the Republicans, and vice 
versa. It believes that Labor laws mean what they 
say. It is prejudiced against Socialism. 

.Note: Organized Labor's candidate for Governor 
of California. Mayor Rolfe, was a very ordinary type 
of bourgeois politician. Through a technicality his 
name mas removed from .the ballot. This meant his 
certain defeat. Labor was asked why it didn't throw its 
weight I\)lidly behind the Socialist ticket? "Oh," an
swered Labor, "the Socialists will never get elected. 
What's the use of throwing away your vote?" I am 
told that Labor wrote Rolfe'. name on the ballot, and 
Stephens won. 

2. American Labor disapproves of the Russian 
Soviets, the German Revolution, and other manifesta
tions of "anarchy." To the American working class 
the British Labor Party is "roinr a little too far"; it 
.... to be domin,ted by Nnuts." J.. for the Fraach 

3. With the exception of the Jewish workers. other 
foreigners. and a devoted sprinkling of Americans, 
the Socialist party is made up largely of petty bour
geois, for the most part occupied in electing Alder
men and Assemblymen to office, "'here they turn into 
time-serving politicians, ana in explaining tnat So
cialism does not mean Free Love. The composition 
of the English-speaking branches i.: little shopkeep
~rs, clerks, doctors. lawyers, farmers (in the Middle 
West), a few teachen, some skilled workers, and a 
hancjful of intellectuals. 

Nothing is farther from the normal desires of the 
.o\nterican Socialist party than a Revolution. It is 
really the refuge of almost all intelligent humble peo
ple who believe in the principles on which the Ameri
can Republic was founded. It has never altogether 
approved of the Bolsheviki. It applauds the Gem\an 
Revolution largely because it thinks that the Ger
mans will be more orderly. 

4. There is no well-defined Left or Revolutionary 
wing in tbe Socialist party. This fact has driven 
many workers, dissatisfied with industrial conditions 
and disillusioned with politics, to join the I: W. W., 
a revolutionary organization dominated by Syndicalist 
ideas. As in France and Denmark, the Syndicalist 
philosophy has captured the imagination of the revo
lutionary proletariat; although in the United States 
there is a very small revolutionary proletariat. • • • 

S. This is just another proof that in America the 
Socialist movement is divorced from the great mass 
of the working class. The main differences between 
this country and Europe. ia that in Europe the Labor 
Unions were organized by the SoCialists, on class
conscious lines; while in America Organired Labor 
is in theory a defensive group of citizens with similar 
interests in a theoretical democracy where all men 
are equal. 

6. In the United States the Socialists have some 
power. They can swing a million votes. The official 
majority in the Socalist party is more interested in 
"swinging" these votes than in Soc:ialism. But they 
cannot compete with bourgeois reform groups like tlte 
Progressives, or the Democrats under Wilson. 

7. Nothing teaches the American working class 
ex("cpt hard times and repression. Hard times are 
coming, repression is '.rganized on a grand scale. 
In America for a Jon;; time there has been no free 
land, nor opportunity for workers to become million
aires. The working class does not yet know this. 

The very fact that for the next decade America 
promises to be the most reactionary quarter of the 
gJobe is sure to have its effect. 

8. If Tom Mooney stays in jail. if wages go down. 
if Sodali!.ts are arrested and the red ftag suppressed, 
there will be a revolutionary movement in thi.s country 
in five years. Bismarck couldn't atop it in Germany. 

The War Trade Board has laid plans for reopen
ir.g trade relations with those sections of Russia not 
controlled by the Bolsheviki. We wonder is this 
another way of saying that business is to be continued 
"·ith Stockholm. 

• • • 
Perhaps the new "Russian" Govenlment recently 

organiz'ed in the Swedish capital has placed an order 
for writing materials with .which to carry on its 
functions. 

• • • 
It look s very like Italian-determination for the 

JupSlaVs. 
• • • 

Speaking at Nottingham, England. the other day. 
"J. R. aynes, ex-laborite. frankly admitted that he 
shared the views of the premier. • •• " say. a press 
despatch. I f ~ confession wu voluntarily it OUIht 
fO be couicIcrM in Ilia fa"" 
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Japan and Siberian Intervention 
n IBERIAN intervention was first undertaken by 
~ the Terauchi Ministry, the predecessor of tbe 

pretent Hara government. It was this intetftn
tion that was one or the causes of the great hod riots 
that occurred all over the country just at the time of 
the departure of General Otani for Siberia to c0m

mand the Allied Army. The unpopularity or the Si
berian expedition and the popular demonstration 
against the militarism of the Terauchi ministry, in the 
form of fierce fpod riots. were the chief causes of 
the fall of the government. 

Baron Uchida. the former ambassador to Petro
grad and present Minister of Foreign Affairs. led the 
fight a~inst intervention in Siberia, and finally suc
ceeded in overthrowing Terauchi. If he possesses any 
conscience. his first act as Minister of Foreign Af
fairs should be the withdrawal of the Japanese troops 
from Siberia. 

Even under the Terauchi ministry the Japanese 
p,tels··frequently characterized the sending of troops 
to Siberia as "a meaninglesS act." or more severely 
as "an outrageous proceeding." but still the Japanese 
soldiers are in Siberia. All we know about the atti
tude or the Hara government towards Russia and the 
Russians is that so far it has not expressed any inimi
cal feeling towards the Bolsheviki. Premier Hara 
has even gone so far as to state that his government 
wiJJ recognize any stable government in Russia. "Bol
Ihm'ki or otherwise." 

Japan's foreign policy. or. rather. lack of foreign 
policy. is inherently weak and is consequently -easily 
influenced by the other capitalist nations. But it is 
apparent that the Hara government wiU recognize the 
Bolsheviki government as it becomes increasingly clear 
that it is the stable government. The prediction. made 
white he 9Ias still ambassador to Petrograd. -then the 
seat of the Russian Soviet Republic. that Bolshevism 
was "the world-wide power that will eventually domi
nate Ebrope-first Austria-Hungary. then Germany 
and finally end the prsent war," shows that Uchida 
must have been impressed by the Bolshevik ideas of 
freedom. But now he is the foreign minister of the 
present government. . .. 

DIVIDE and rule-auch is one of the basic prin
ciples of the imperialistic policy. With this 

princ:iple in mind, imperialists among the Allies 
are being guided while they aid and deepen the 
separatilt movement in the former Empires of the 
Hohenzollerna and Hapsburgs. The more Chinese 
Walla Ue built around the numerous peoples in 
Central Europe, the better will it be for Imperial
lam and the worse for the cause of the proletarian 
revolution. In thla respect. the interests of the 
proletarian revolution and the interests of im
periaJiats among the Allies are directly opposed 

Let us take the moat striking example. The 
Austrian-Germans quite definitely expreaaed their 
desire to join the German proletarian republic. 
The interests of the proletarian revolution can 
but pin because of this. Moreover, the decision 
of the Austrian Germans to join Germany is quite 
natural from the purely national point of view. 
Why, then. a question arises. should obstacles be 
created against this normal desire 7 

The imperialists among the Allies. however. 
have already begun to protest. The organ of 
Parisian plutocracy, the "Matin," declares against 
the political union of these two sections of the 
German people. and the president of the Chamber 
of Deputies, Deachane1, states openly that the AI
li. win take care that this union should not be 
realized. Probably, threats will be used to trans
fer part of the contribution from the shoulders 
of the Gennana to the Austrian shoulders, or 
lOme lueb measures. The Imperialists are always 
reaoureeful in ehoosing mean .... if not by crook, 
then by hook-to attain their alma of plunder. 

A UDiOD of aU GennaDI, from the nolnt of view 
of the ImperlaUata UIIGDI the AlllII, Sa bwlml .. 

By Sen Katayama 
The Hara ministry has been very favorably report

ed in the foreign press as the first of the Japanese 
party governments whose premier is a commoner, 
without any title. Tntly Hara is the recognized lead
er of the Seiyukai, the majority 1"lrty of the lower 
house of the Japanese parliament, but he is an oJ)' 
portunist in his political faith and conduct. He was 
~linister or the Interior under the Yam.,moto ministry 
and even supported the bureaucratic government of 
Prince Katsura and that of hil-predecessor, Terauchi. 

The only diff-c:rence between this government and 
that of the former premier is that J rara is neither a 
count nor a nlarquis, but simply Mr. Hara. This may 
seem of very great importance to some who are ac
customed to the usage of Japan, but the Hara min
istry is not a popular government at all. It is. how
ever. not a clan government, inasmuch as it was not 
dominated by either the Chosiu or Sassin clans as 
were all the fornler ministries; it is distinctly a capi
talist government supported by the influence of the 
clans. An incisive characteriz.,tion of the Hara min
istry is given by Comrade Sakai in "The New S0-
ciety," the only Socialist monthly published in Tokyo: 

"The Hara ministry, a ministry of capital, which 
is termed a People's government, is formed. Mr. 
Noda. Minister of Transportation. represents the 
Fukuoka Seiyukai. He is caUed a "minister of the 
people," but really represents Mitsui. the millionaire, 
and the cotton and co.,l industries or Japan. Mr. 
Na~:abashi, Minister of Education, represents the 
millionaires of Fujita and Osaka, and also the Osaka 
Merchant ~{arine Company. Mr. Yamamoto. Min
ister of Agriculture and Commerce, and Mr. Taka
hashi Minister of the Treasury, represents varied 
financial and industrial interests. Mr. Tokoname, 
Minister of the interior, represents the money power 
and the clan interests of the Sassiu. While Mr. Hara 
repre~ents the Seiyukai as a whole: he, at the same 
time. looks after the interests of Furukawa. the copper 
king of Japan. 

"It is a party government as against the clan or 
bureaucratic government. But in reality it is a gov-

Divide and Rule 
sible. Of course. the matter changes when the 
thing concerns the possible disunion of such a 
people. The rumor that Bavaria intended to sep. 
arate from Germany was met with loud approval. 

Such an atttitude is quite natural: the imperial
ists among the Allies need a weak. broken-up Ger
many, since such a Germany will not become an 
imperialistic competitor. Moreover, Germany 
may become a Socialist republic. and a strong S0-
cialist Germany might become a deadly menace to 
international capitalism. 

Let us go further, however. The existence of 
a long row of small "'independent" states will ere. 
ate the political atmoaphere of perpetual national 
conflicts, the c:1assical example of which were the 
Balkans. The sharks of the large State Imperial
ism find it very convenient to catch fish in the 
waters of mutual distrust and nationalistic pU. 
sions among the small states. 

One ought not go very far for examples. The 
Polish nationalists in Galicia have already begun 
a deadly struggle with the Ruthenian national
ists. In the vicinity of Lvov and Prezmysl big 
battles have already taken place. And this is 
merely a beginning! 

The so-called Great-Serbian aspirations are far 
from being ideal. Between Serbs, Croatians and 
Slovenes an open hostility has broken out. Thi. 
will play into the hands of Italian Imperialism. 
The enmity between Serbians and Bulgarians. it 
is understood. will not be liquidated with the 
war's end. The far from friendly relations be
tween Polish and Lettish nationalities will lurely 
result in open hoatilities. It Is not any better in 
Hunpry, with her numerous Slav population. 

ernment of capitalists. Only its body represents the 
Seiyukai; its tail is the landed interests, while its 
neck and head are industria~ and commercial capital. 
In itself it contains the germ of the coming conflict of 
interests. The Seiyukai represents the Mitsui inAu
'eRec. while the Kenseikai, the opposition party, rep
resents the Iwasaki Mitsubishi money powcr. Thc 
late govcrnor of Kyoto. Mr. Kiuchi. now in prison 
on account of an election scandal. is a son-in-law of 
Iwasaki Mitsubishi. a miJJionaire, as is also Mr. Kato, 
president of the Kenseikai. Here is the beginning of 
a ("Qnaid betw"Ccn two grent money pow~rs. 

"A!' the ~tn'J:J:le for power between the money pow
ers. clan powers, industrial and commercial powers 
and the landlords develops, each and all these people 
will more or less attempt to cajole the majority of 
the common people. In this conflict the people's pow. 
er will be strengthened." 

Comrade Sakai's analysis of the Hara ministry is 
very interesting and very true. but he omitted one 
important figure in that ministry: Minister of the 
AnllY Tanaka. Tanaka. representing the Chosiu clan, 
is a well-known Japanese general-the von Moltke of 
Japan-and an ar(lent advocate of intervention in Si. 
beria. As long as this imperialist is Minister of the 
Army, the policy of Japan towards Russia will be 
dominated by militarists. However. the dcsintction 
of Gcrman militarism and the miserable faU of Kaiser
ism wilt be a check on the Japanae militarists. while 
Uchida's influcnce wilt be strengthened by the power 
of Bolshevism in Europe. 

The Hara ministry is a camouflage popular govern
ment, a party government in name. but in reality dom
i.nated by the Japanese capitalists and at bottom by 
the same old autocratic influences. At the same time 
this corrupted, capitalistic and oppressive government 
will hasten the ftnal crash of the impcndinsr revelut'-

The recent awakening of the worken in Japan is 
nothing remarkable. but they have already realized 
their power by the recent rioti--the power of their 
hunger. Bolshevism will reach Japan soon. The 
Japanese workers are preparing for it as the capital
ist exploitation increases and the government becomes 
e,·cr and ever more oppressive and brutal. 

As experience shows the labor movement loses 
a great deal where national conflicts and disagree
ment dull the edge of the clau struggle. There 
were cases, u, for instance, in Bohemia, where 
numerous proletarian element. went over to the 
ranks of petty-bourgeois nationalists. We must 
not forget, also, the eircumstances that the boun
daries of small states in the highest degree nar
row the breadth of the revolutionary movement. 
Narrow national boundaries of a sman state chain 
the hands and feet of the international move
ment. The horizon of a Socialist conception is 
narrowed and localized. The mire of petty. every
day questions swamps the movement and it lOBes 
sight of the larger international perspective. It 
is a very good ground for the growth of miasms 
of petty national and opportunist activities. 

The interests of a revolutionnry labor move
ment. the interests of the coming Socialist sys
tem of 8OCiety, insistently demand a wide state 
organization on the principle of federation. This 
is the ide1ll we must strive for. Its realization de
pends on two conditions: on the strength of a S0-
cialist revolutionary movement in a given coun
try and on the aid which may come from the S0-
cialist movement in other countries. Only through 
the concerted efforts of the whole conscious rev
olutionary proletariat can we hope to overcome 
the plottings of international Imperialism and its 
hirelings amonsr the "'liberated" nationalities. A 
Federated Proletarian Republic In the fonner 
Danube monarchy, a Federated Proletarian Re
public in the Balkans, a united Socialist Germ&Dy 
-euch, and such only, is the IOlution of the "na
tional" controveflioJPUtttq theM countries. 
And this promote. .Ulm. 
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The International Revolution 
I 1101-:1.1 EVI': ullr .n·rsrlll sitU:,lillll. ,lr!iJlitc ;,11 thc 

("11111 .. ;ulic·1 iUIIO; il 1"1",1 ;,ills. r;lII 1M' c-I,;,r;u'!c'rilc'cl ity 
"v .. Ihrsc-s: "'i'~.I. Ih;,1 wC' .. C'vc·r 'M·f"n· slt""1 ~ .. , 'lI'a .. 
Ie lile' illlc'n,;cliulI:,1 .n"IC'I;,ri;lII n'v"llIlill" ;'s al I"c·~· 

""I; IiC't'UllcI. Ih"l WC' 1111 Ihc' ulhc'" h;1I1I1 III'VC'" (lIlIIlIl 
"Ilrs"'v.:s ill a 11M .,·c· cI;III':C'I"IIIIS I.w.il illil I h;1II ""W. 

And the mn!'t sc·,·iulls I.arl uf 11111' ~illl:llillll "nllsi~ls 

in the fad that Ihe hro,ul m:l"ses uf Ihc I"'uplc :Irc 
hardly aware of the danger that menaces us. There
fore ,it nlust be one of the principal tasks of the Soviet 
reprelientativcs tit nt."lke the llrclient liitunt.ion enlirely 
dear to the broad massc:&-no matter how difficult tMs 
task may sometimes be. TIle weightiest objection that 
was raised against the Soviet Gove"ment, not only by 
the bourgeoisie but also from the ranks of the lower 
middle class that had lost faith in Socialism, was tlmt 
we all-egedly had begun the Socialist revolution in 
Russia in a rccklelis manner, as the rC\'olulion in \,",,!'t
em Europe was not ·yet due. 

Comrades, now in the fifth y,.~r of the world war 
the general collapse of Imperialism is an -evident fact; 
now it is clear that the revolution in all the belligerent 
countries is unavoidable. We, however. whose ex
;htena at the beginning was counted by days or weeks, 
at the most, have done more in this year ~f the revolu
tion than ever has been done by any" other proletarian 
party in the world. The bourgeoisie no longer d~
nies that n(l~shevislll is now an international phenom
enon. Of cour~ you know that the revolution has 
broken out in Bulgaria and that the Bulgarian soldiers 
are organizing councils, or Soviets, after the Russian 
model. Now comes the news that similar Soviets are 
in the process of being organized also in Serbia. The 
r.ational bourgeoisie of the various small States of 
Austria will not be able to hold out. In Austria, too, 
the revolution of the workers and peasants is knock
iPc at the door everywhere. 

In Germany the press already. talks openly of the 
aIMlic:ation of the Kaiser and the Independent Social 
Democratic Party now dares to sPeak of the German 
republic. Thi~ certainly mean~ something' The Ger
man revolution is alreacly a fact. The military parly 
talks about it oJlenly. In East Prussia revolutionnry 
("commiuces have Il('en formed; revolulionary slogans 
;\fC~ bl'illK ntll'rcel. The Srhciclem:,"11 J:allg will 11111 rt~
main at the helm vcry IUllg; it cloes nol n'pH'liC:1I1 'Ihe 
hro:tel IllaliSeS of the I»l'ople. and thc prull'Iariall revu
IlIliun ill Germ,lIIY is inevitahie. 

:-ie, far a" Ilaly is l·ftuc·ernecl. Ihc n'vul"I illll;lry st'nl i
IIIC'ut uf the .,rull'tariat uf that COIlllt-"y is evident lit 
us. \Vht'n (",ml"·rs ... he sc"'~,,1 1':11 riul whit Ims I "nll'cl 
himselr over to the bourgeoisie, visiled the cities of 
Italy and preached patriotism to the workers he w;as 
hissed out everywhere. During the war the Italian 
Socialist Party has taken a big IItep toward the Left. 
In France at the beginning of the war the number 
of pariots among the workers waS only too great, for 
it was declared that the soil of France and Paris was 
menac-ed, But there, too, the attitude of the prole
tariat is changing. When a letter was read to the last 
convention telling what l1lisc:hief the Entente was up 
to in Russia there were shouts of "Long live the Rus
sian Socialist Rq,ublic·" and "Long live (he Soviets '" 
Yesterday we got word that at a meeting held in Paris 
2,000 metal workers greet~d the Soviet RepUblic. 

And in England it is true that the so-called Inde
pendent Labor Party has not openly entered into an 
alliance with the Bolsheviki, but its sympathies for us 
are constantly on the increase. The Socialist Labor 
Parties of Scotland have even come out openly for the 
Bolsheviki. 

This fact looms up before us entirely on its own ini
tiative: Bolshevism has become a world theory and the 
tactics of the international proletarat. And the work
ingmen of all countries, who formerly read only the 
lying and calumnious artiea and news reports of tho 
bourgeois press, are now beginning to take stoctc of 
what is happening in RuuiL And when last W.ednes
day a demonstration took place in Berlin, and the 
worken-ia order to show ,bar ill-wiD to\".'&rd the 
~ted to march ia froot of his palace. they 

By N. Lenin 
.'i,,.,.,c·,, c,.-/;.,.,,.,., Iw/ttr.· II ... AII,Ul/sS;CIII S .. IIi.·, 

1·;Jt,'.·u'i,Ic' C""IfIl;II.'.'. 0.·, .. 1,." 2:~. I!H H. 

Ihc'lI ""1"111 I .. lilt' 1~1I~~i;1II to:llI\o;I~"'y ilL 11.,1.· .. IhWi I., 
;11 111 .. 111 II"C' Ilwi .. !.t.li.I;" ily wilh Ih,' ;~"I" .. f II ... 1~lIs~.iall 

1· .... I,·I;lriall (;"\"'1"111111'111. 

Sc" EIII"I'IM' has ~lIt this far ill Ihe liilh Y";ar of 1111: 
W:"". Thl'rcfore, wc also declare Ih:at wc never were 
SlI near to Ihe world-wide rev(,llllinn as we nrc loday. 
Our allies are millions anel million!i. of proletarians 
in all the "O\lIltries of Ihe world. nut for all Ihat, I 
repeat that our situation never before was so prec:ari
Ol1!1 as it is at prelient, bccause in Europe. as well as 
in America, Ilolshevism is being rl'C'koned with as a 
worlel power and a world danger. 

Immediately following the conclllsion oi the peace 
of violence I Brest-LilO\'sk 1 we b",,::m I he positive 
work of huildinJ: up the Socialilit repnhlic. As M)on 
as we g:l\'e an opportunity to ithe pcasnllls :Il·tually to 
J,:et along without the land o\\'ncr~, :111<1 a dlance to 
the . industrial work~rs to arrange their own life with
Ollt . the capitalists, as soon as the people underslood 
that it could manage the State itself, wilhout !\Iavery 
and exploitation, then it IJccame clear to everyone, anel 
al!<O manifested itself in practice, Ihat no power and 
no counter-revolution in the world would be able to 
overthrow the Soviet power, i. c .• the government of 
the workers and peasants. It reCJuired many months 
for us 10 come to th:s conviction in Russia. 

In the cities the revolution began to consolidate 
ilst·1f alr('ady in Xo\'cmher. 191i, hut in the r0\1I1try 
it did not elo so until the Summer of 19tR In the 
C).;r:.illl'. £In the nOll. :mel in ,"arim1!' otl1l'r plat·cli. the 
T,ca!'ant!! ha,"e had occa!!ion to feel the power of the 
Con!!tituents and the Czecho-Slo\'aks in th('ir own 
affairs. This required many, many months, hut our 
agricu\tuml population comes nut c.i tIll' litrugl:le 
hardened. The peasants finally became aware of the 
danJ,r,er menacing them from the sicle of Ihe capitalistli 
anel the ·lanel c~wner!'. l;"t w('re not ·Tri:,:-hlt·lIl·.I, :&lui 
\lIerdy saicl tClIlll'lIlsl'iVl's: "\Vl' h:an' 1,·am,·.1 IIIl1t'h in 
;, .;ill;:ll' )'t'nr, 1",1 we 1'h .. 11 lenrn sl ill 1II0r('." 

Thc'- \Vl'sl 1':II"'I"'all 11I'lIr~c·"i!'il·. Ihat 111' III III1W 
lea.; 11111 lakc'lI Ihc' BCtlsllC'viki sc·ricllc~lr. i!' III1W 1,,·."1111-
illJ! aware' Ihal ill 1~lls~ia a I'"w"r lia .. a .. i~'·11 ;11,,1 
)o1:1I"\!' 1111"1"1' al"III' whil'li is aJ,lt· III a ""11"'" I nil' h,'''"' 
i~1II ;11111 a J!c'lIl1ine' spi .. il IIf M·1f sa .... ili.·.· ill 1111" lIIa ... · .• ·o.;. 

\Vhc'lI I"is prull'l;l .. iall I"'\V"" III'I-:all I .. illf""1 1':1""'1'" 
Ih,' '"lIlr~:c'"i!'ic~ tlr Ihc' ", .. rI.1 ""lI"cl Ihal il. l.tI •• ,"" .. 1 
n·C").;1I11 wilh Ihis ,·ne·IIIY. A"" ~.II lIlt' hUIJrI:c'lIisi,' 101'" 

J!;i" III ullile murc l'IIISI'I)' in p .... IHlrlill" itS \"" .l .. ew 
IIl'an'r til Ihe prolclari:1Il wllrM n·\, .. I"tiu" ",hil-h tlarl'cl 
lip, IlOW here. nnw there. 

Now thc liiluatio" fur II!', fur thl' l~us~ia oi Ihe 
Soviets, has changed and ewnts arc fnllllwinK their 
courliC at a quickened pare. J'cforc, wc hacl to deal 
with two groups of imperialistic rohhcr Slatelt, that 
were striving to destroy each other. But now they 
have noticed. elipecially hy the -example of German 
J mperialislll. that their principal enemy is the revo· 
llltionary proletariat. By reason of this £nct a new 
danger for us has now arisen, a danJ:er that as yet 
has not quite unfolded itself, and is not yet fully"vis
ible-the danger that the Anglo-French Imperialists 
are quietly preparing for us. We must keep this 
(!anger dearly before our eyes so that w'e, with the 
iaid of the leaders of the mas!'es, with the help of the 
representati ~es of the workers and peallants. may 
I~ake the broad masses of th~ peoplc aware of this 
danger. 

In German Government circles we may IlOW oh
li{;f\oe two lines of thought, two plans for !'ah"ation. 
af. it were. if there can be any talk at all of !'nh·ation. 
One group says: "\Ve want to gain time al1(1 hold out 
until Spring; perhaps we may succeed in winning by 
arms !" The other fays that it is of Ihe J:!rentcst iln
portanee to arrive at an agreement with England and 
France at the expense of the Bolsheviki. In thi!! con
nection one might believe that between the English 
and French on the one side, and Germany on the other, 

a laril :lJ!rrl'lIu'1I1 sUlllrlhillJ! like' Ihis c'xisls: "I )1111'1 
.'"1111 (;"nll;IIIS \c';IVC' thc' (Ik .. "illc· Sll 11I1I1~ as wc' h;I\'" 
11 .. 1 ani\'c'cl Ihc·n·. Sc'C' III il Ihal Ihc' 1I111"III'viki .11111', 
l:c'l ill. IIII'll c'vc',"}lhill,: C+.,· will lit" ;1.ljll"Ic·,I." .. \".1 
Ihc' (;C'IIII:lIIo; I;lkc' J:n'al t";an' III clO :;11. r .... 11c,'y k""w 
111;11 f .... 1"IO"c',1 ~ .... vi.·c· tl ... y. l.tI,. will 1:,'1 ~.IOIIII· "I 

Ih,· 1 .... 1. 

TIc:.I is Ih,' jllll~III"1I1 uf Ihe Anglu, Fn'"dl illll'cri;.1 
isIs, fur Ihey wry wolllllulcrsI:md th:lt Iht: bourgeoisie 
(If Ihe occupieci dislr1,:ts-Finland, thc Ukaine. of Po
land-will not be ahlc to hold its ground iL sillJ:lc clay 
'Ifter the withdrawal of the Gennall garrisons. And 
Ihe bourgeoisie o£ these countries, who only yestcr
.Iay sold their terri lory to the Gernlans. are today oi
fering their fatherland to the Englilih and liie French. 
This conlipiracy of the bourgeoisie of all countries 
ngainst the re\'olutionary workcrs and the Bolshe\'iki 
is constantly becoming more clearly outlined and be
cOllies cynically apparent. So it is our direct dUly to 
point out this danger to the workers and peasants of 
all Ihe belligerent countries. 

Hut for us, comrades, the German revolution is fa
vorable. Considering the power and the degree of 
(,rganization of the German proletariat, we Illay bc
Ee\'c that the German revolution will develop such 
)lower and will be sO well organized that it will solvc 
a 'Illwdred international problems. Only we must 
know how to march in line with thc German revo
tion, not to run ahead of it and injure it, but to help it. 
And our comrades, the communisls of the ukraine, 
musl hear this in mind. Our p1'hlcipal work mu~t 'be 
carrying on pr.op."lganda, hut a daring, pcrllislent 
popaganda. 

We must not forget that Germany forms the most 
important link in the revolutionary ehain. The suc
cess of the world revolution depends to the grcate!'t 
degree upon Germany. We must not fail to con
sitler the changes and excrescences a~companyinS" 'ev
cry revolution. In every country the revolution fol
Inws its particular ways and tllese ways are so differ
\'nl and tortuous (hat in many countrics the re"olu
lilln can he elelayed one or two ycnr!;. Every cnUlltry 
III II st p;ass thruuKh ell'finile pnlilit-;al stages in cmh-r 
I .. arri"e :11 Ih" very s;aIllC puint -. Ihl' illl·vila.hle prot .. , 
l:arian n·vcolulilln. ..\ncl:alt hu".:h I hc' illh'rnal illn;" 
1"·I1I1"1:1 .. ial i~ III.\\, ;'\\,:lkC'lIill~ ;,,111 lIIakill~ IlIIlH,rlalll 
1'''"I~re'so;, w! "III~I ".,lIfc·ss Ih;'1 1111.1' I".~ili,," is ,,;Irti .. 
1I1ally clillin,lt I M'c'all !'>C' u"r c·lIc·lIIi,·s clire"'1 Ilwi .. al· 
I a.·).; s :ll!a illsl liS ao; I hl·i ...... i"'· ip;11 C'1I1',,, y. :'II .. \\, I hc'Y 
arc' I'ft'I';II'illJ! lu li.:"I. 11111 al-::aill~I Iht' hll~1 il.· :an II ic .... 
~'"1 :ag:lill~I illlt'rnatillll:ll lIulshc·\"islll. 

\\'e IIIIISI elir""t 11111" elllirc :allt'IIIillll at I'n's"11I til 
our suuthcrn fronl, whcfC the f;atc, 11111 IIlIly tlf l{ussi:l, 
-hUt also lIf Ihe inh'rllilliullill rcmluliun. is 1o he elc
dtl~ll. We han~ Ill"n)" prtlspl'Cis "f vil·Iury. Hnt 
what f'l\'ors us mOlll of all is the fact Ih.lt a chang~' 
has taken- place in Ihe popular feeling. 'fht! people 
h'l\"e grasped Ihe fart Ihal in elefending S,wiet l{u!osia 
it is not· dd('nding th" inl"rcsts uf Ihe capitalisI!', Il1Il 
illl ('WII interelllli, ils own cOllnlry and rle!'ires. il" 
fnctories and lihop!'. ib life ancl lihl'rly. The rliscip" 
linc of Ihe Rcd ,\r.llY i~ gaining, hilt il is not a di5. 
dp!ine of the c1uhf but the c1i!'ciplillc nf ~od:lli"l\I" 
Ihe c\ilicipline of a lifldely of cquals. 

The army is turning out thou5."lnds of officers who 
have gone through the coune of study in the new 
proletariall military schools, and other thousands who 
ha\'e only gone through the hard 5chool of war itself. 
Our southern front is the front against the whol" 
-".nglo-French imperiali!llll, against Ihe most import
:Int opponent we ha"e in thc world. nut "oe do not 
fear this opponent, for we know that il will SOOn facc 
the struggle with its "internal enemy." Three months 
ago it was said that only the half-crazy Bolshcviki 
could In:lieve in the Gennan revolution; but 'today we 
see how in the course of a few months Gernumy has 
changed from a mighty empire to a rotten tree trunk. 
The force lhat has overthrown Germany is also work
ing in England. It is only weak today. but .with -even" 
step that the English and French advance in Russi~ 

(elm';,.",,, ON Pal' 6) 
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The Dictatorship of the Proletariat 
"r.!L1TICAL power proper17 ao-c:alled is merely 

the organized power of one c1au oppressing 
another," saya the Communist Manifesto. At pre
lent the political power of the capitalist c1au, 
organized in \he capitalist State and capitalist 
go\-ernment, serves the purpose of protecting and 
enforcing the exploitation of the proletariat class. 
Class dhision excludes democracy beeau88 the in
terestA of one class, the ruling clau. must pre
vail. The ruling clR88 always h&8 been a minority 
clua; as it would not be necceaaary for a majority 
class to "rule." Democracy being incompatible 
wit h a society based on class antagonism, no form 
of bourgeois "democracy" can ever be real demo
cracy. 

Re:al democracy must secure conditions and de
cisions in oceordance with the interests of aoc:iety 
&8 a "'hole, nnd if we find that a·· "democratic" 
government is used to secure the interests of a 
minority class, there is something wrong with that 
kind oC democ:rucy. Without going into details. 
ho\v the specific "democratic" system ac:c:ompli
shes its sr-eeinl oiml1, we know &8 a fact that there 
if. some I1Chcme to prevent democracy working 
uut d~mocrnticnlly. In fact the prevailing inati
tulionlt, customs, laws, morals, etc., of a class 
sod,'ty largely huve no other purpose than to 
cre:lle tiCntimenll4 and conditions which operate 
to mnke people support their own OPPl'C88ors. The 
"'orking claMS and those jp'Oups whoSe interests 
are one with the interests of the working cl088, 
lal1.rely through intellectual and moral inftuences, 
are brought to betray their ultimate claaa inte
rests. Such ill the power of control over the eco
nonlie conditions and over the instruments of 
civilization-schools, church... public opinion, 
newspapers, science, art, etc. 

Only to a very limited .extent, only to the exlPnt 
to which the ruling class needs a certain amount 
of freedom in its.own inten!8t, can the oppressed 
class counteract this control by propaganda and 
education. It the capitalists could put each work
er in a t!eparate cell to sweat out profits without 
contact with his fellow-workers, the system might 
be permonized altogether and no amount of ge
neral suffrage and vote casting would be of any 
effeet. 

The present situation under Capitalism, is not 
quite sO "pcrfect," but still conditions ore main
tained in such shape &8 to enable a minority to 
rule. E,'en though we may not always be able 
to find out how it works, we know b;r its results 
that the scheme works all right, because other
wi~ the majority would not accept the minority 
rule. 

Under present circumstances, "democracy" is 
one of the means used to deceive the .workers, is 
part of the onti-ciemocratic reality, and the 
strength of this and other means to the same end 
is the more remarkable since the material means 
of power largely have to be put in the handa of the 
underlying class. Even the lOltimate power of mi
litarism is b the actual control of ..... , .. ,.-,.,."" j 

they only could overcome the mental and mo::aI 
obstacles rai~d by 'their masters. 

Without. JrC)ing into details of the achemes of 
bourgeois democratic government and the mul
titude'of ways to accomplish its anti-democratic 
aim!'. it may be worth while to call attention to 
the fact that parJiamentarism adapts itself to the 
mo. .. t brutal forms of autoc~ LCy. Even Germany 
had a parliament elected by general suffrage, a 
general suffrage more "democratic" than that of 
the United States. But while the Reichstag is 
allowed to talk to a certain extent, the bureau
craey acts, and is, moreover, ready to stop this 
talking machine any moment it threatens to be
come a nuisance. Another and moet instructive 
examp!e of a bourgeois democratic sy.teIq serv
ing Capitalism Is ri,ht at hand and it is unnece
uary to analyze ita methoda in detail Direct 
corruption and apeculatlon on penonal material 

By S. J. Rutgers 
interests no doubt often play a role, but by far 
more important are the mental methods to fool 
and enslave the worker. Therefore "class (9DS

ciousness" has to develop 80 that the material 
means of power already in the handa of the work
ers can be used to overcome the claaa-rule of the 
exploiters. 

This Social revolution, however, is not a matter 
of material and mental power, While it la per
fectly clear that only a large number of the ex
ploited masses with definite and well defined pur
poses can bring the change, there Is no neceuity 
that this should be a majority of the suppresae.i 
class. In fact a social revolution may turn out and 
h&8 so far always turned out to be a new claas 
rule of another minority. The hope for dem~y 
under Socialism lies not in the Social Revolution 
&8 such, but in the fact that the victory of the 
workers will do away with every form ofclaas 
rule. During the period of the Social Revolution 
the two classes continue to strunle and demo
crncy can only be a weapon in this struggle, can 
only serve the interests of one class against the 

·other. BourgcoiM democracy will continue to en
ligt group." \\'hose ultimate interests are with the 
prolctnrian revolution and the democracy of the 
victoriou!' workers will be based upon the will and 
action of those groups among the workers that 
carry the revolution to success although they may 
form a minority even within the class of wage 
earners. Revolutions do not depend upon a major
ity but upon sufficient power to overcome the rul
inl class. This requires a mass of self-conscious 
and resolute proletarians acting in accordance 
with the demands of historic development, but 
there is no necessity, nor even a possibility, that 
this should be a majority from the very start. 
'!'he proletarian revolution develops out of a con
dition in which the great mass of the exploited 
class is held in mental slavery and it is on17 na
tural that this mentality will first be broken in 
those workers whose position in the process of 
production makes them specially fit to see the 
light. The atmosphere of the aoc:iaI revolution 
itself is liable to open many eyes but at any given 
moment there is· no logical reason whatever why 
the revolutionary forces should represent an ab
solute majority. And even when embracing a 
majority of the ,,"ol'king class or even of the p0-

pUlation the acts and decisions will not be baaed 
on democracy but on the proletarian claaa posi
tion as against the reactionary forces. This pe
riod has been called by Marx "the dictatorship 
of the proletariat," and he states: "If the prole
tariat during its contest with the bourgeoisie is 
compelled by circumstances to orpnize as a claaa, 
if by means of the revolution it makes itself the 
ruling class, and as such sweeps away by force the 
old conditions of existence of claaa antagonism 
and of classes generally it will thereby have abo
lished its own supremacy as a claaa." Not before 
then can democracy prevail. 

The power in the hands of the Soviets without 
recognizing the bourgeois interests W&8 the first 
demand of the Russian proletarian revolution. And 
the Soviets were by no means orpnized with the 
purr-ose of expressing the moet ideal form of d~ 
mocracy but to give the most efficient expression 
of the Social Revolution. In the Soviets the fact
ory workers are represented through their direct 
delegates, the soldiers who, under the special con
ditions of this world war, proved to be an active 
revolutionary force, have a stronl inftuence, as 
well as the peasants who want the land and know 
that the bourleoisie is not willing to live it to 
them. 

And this Soviet has quite a different character 
from the old bourgeois parHaments. It is highlJ 
important to mark this diffel"ence, U a clear mu
stration of the fact, pointed out b7 1rIarx: "that 

the victorious proletariat cannot 88ize the ready
made machinery of the atote and U88 it for ita 
own purposes." It baa to build new org..nizationa 
based, not on the government of persons, but 
upon administTation of things. The Ruuian S0-
viet through its many subdivisions and commi
tteOl controls the actual ec'onomic structure of 
aoc:iety. Committees in charge of factories send 
their delegates to the local Soviets and 80 do the 
army col'Jis, and the peoaontry. Food distribution 
and the regulation of hou8inl problems, requisi
tions, etc., are manqed throulh local committees 
representing a block, a quarter, etc., and finally 
co-operatinl with the local Soviets. 

All this is an organic atructure in course of de
velopment under moet difBcult circumstances and 
far from complete or perfect, but nevertheless 
it functions, it has maintained itself already dur
hlg one year apinst the solid opposition of the 
old bureaucracy and it becomes stronger every 
day. It is a unity of representative and executive 
functions, a combination also of industrial and 
territorial government. This la the arreat lesson 
and the great hope in the aoc:ial revolution, all the 
revolutionary forces grow into one force, all the 
tendencies in the class struggle come into unity. 
There is 110 longer on~nism between economic 
and politicnl action, nil the revolutionary grOups 
and factions in the clR118 struggle unite against 
the counter-revolution Rnd for the building of a 
new society. Development of actual facts and 
conditions solve problems quicker thon debates 
ever could. What remains however, is the funda
mental division in the class stru,gle: whosoever 
is not for the aoc:ial revolution supports the coun. 
ter-revolution and has to be dealt with &8 such. 

Withdraw Jrom Russia! 
(CoraliftlCc4 f,o',. Pag' 8) 

alized, now that they sec the vision of their aspira
tions about to bcc:omc the re.'llity of a new society, they 
are asked to acclaim alien troops who represent forces 
that wish to cru~h their revolution and annihilate all 
their achievements and aspirations. 

The Soviet Republic has endured during more than 
thirteen months of internal counter-revolution and ex
ternal imperialistic pressure. Every attempt to de
stroy it from within has met with disastrous failure. 

The Soviet Republic has endured because it ex
presses the Revolution, organizes the endeavors of the 
masses for self-government and liberation, courage
ously and sincerely establishes the conquest of the 
Revolution. 

It is this proletarian Republic that the Allies threat
en to overwhelm. 

International Capitalism and Imperialism are united 
against the Republic: of the proletarian Revolution. 
As the governments of France and Gennany united 
to crush the Paris commune, so international Imperial
ism is now uniting to CI'UIh the first proletarian revo
lution in Rauia. 

The International Revolution 
(COfIlifl"t4 f'OM Pau, 5) 

this force will steadily rise to power and will evea 
become more terrible than the Spanish influenza. 

The seriousness of the situation must be apparent 
to every worker who knows what he is aiming at and 
he must make the masses see it, too. The rna .. of 
worken and peasant' is mature enough to be allowed 
to lenow the whole truth. The danger is great, but we 
must, and shalt overcome it, and for this purpose we 
must develop and solidify the Red Army without baIt
ing. We must make it ttn times as strong and large 
as it is. Our forces must grow with every day, and 
this constant growth will live us the guarantee. as be
fore, that intemational Socialism will be the victor. 

(Lenin's speech was J"ftted with tremeridou. eo
thUlium, and a raolutioa wu puaecllIDbod)'iDc his 
....... meDdatioa •• ) 
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The Bolsheviki will catch you if you don't watch out 
U NDEl{ the present Capitalist system of society 

it seems that fear is the predominant factor in 
keeping people "good:' Always some bogey, 

some ho'rrible example, is being paraded before the 
public eye. No matter what the object "the powers 
that be" have <in m:nd, the people are never appealed 
to because of the inherent virtue of the objective 
itself. The fearful consequence accruing if any other 
course is pursued forms the chief line of argument, 
the horrible alternative is always stressed. 

The populace becomes restive under conditions as 
they are. some uphea\'al stirs the sluggish mass into 
tinquiry, a bogey is immediately produced and the 
mind is terrified w;th Ina.\' v.: into forgetting what is, 
in the sam.: mailn,-r as an ignorant parent forces a 
child into obedience, thy scaring it with tales of the 
appearance of a bogey-man consequent upon disobe
dience, This method of ronductring society is based 
on fear and ignorance. The fear of the capitalists 
as to what would ·be the result of an inquiry into 
present day conditions by those who suffer under 
these conditions, and i~orance as to the actual result 
of such an inquiry, on the one hand; the fear of the 
masses of the appearance of the bogey and the ignor
ance that allows the existence of such a bogey to go 
unchallenged, on the other. 

Capitalism's hirelings so far understand their mas
ters' methods as to know that bogeys are necessary, 
and know the psychology of the masses sufficiently 
to understand that th~ bogeys must change from time 
to time, consequently they are ever on the lookout for 
anything that can be dressed in bogey clothes. Thus 
the French Revolution became the Reign of Terror 
and the restive masses all over the world were for a 
long tilI~ awed into submission with stories of its 
horror. But people are now becoming convinced 
the French Revolution was not the terrible or/!)' of 
blood it has been' depicted, they are beginning to trace 
its leneficial effects upon the world at large, to see 
that what bloodshed actually did take place was a 
tiny rivulet compared to the sea of blood that accom
panied the regime of the French aristocracy. 

Accordingly Capitalism has discovered that the 
French Revolution, in its bourgeois aspects at least, 
was a glorious thing. its slogans are now the acme 
of Lourgeois ideology, The thinking workers have 
progressed beyond the reforms of the French Rev
olution, are turning thl!ir attention to other things, 
so a new oogey must be found. And where would 
it suit Capitalism better to find this bogey than in these 
new ideas of the workers? 

So the Bolsheviki becomes the modem bogey. The 
BoIsheviki hold the key to the solution of the world's 
prob1em, once the workers grasp the import of their 
doctrines Capitalism is lost. Therefl)re the workers 
must not tum a sympathetic ear to their words and 
the best way to keep the workers deaf is to create, 
out of this new evangel, a bogey-thus kill,ng two 
birds with the one stone; terrorizing the people 
into submission with the instmment of their own 
salvation. 

It is obviously impossible to terrorize people with 
something with which they are fam:liar, It is the 
unknown that is dreadful, that "puzzles the will and 
makrs us rather cherish ills we have than fly to those 
we J.-now not of." Consequently the boge.-y must be 
created Ollt of tilt' unknown, Sxialism for a time 
became the !1rospecrive hog-ey-free love. breaking UTI 

the home, th~ idle divi<iinr, up with the industrious-
but Socialism );:(:1I1h' more or less familiar to the 
average man. he' hC(,;lIn(> ;lCclistGllled to the sound of 
the word. at le;>"t. ~IVI h.' knew that !'ome of his own 
neighbors ha(1 embraced itg h:nent!'. thl1s it lost some 
of its m~t spt'('tacl1l~r ter:-ors, 

\Vhen the Social R(,H'll1t;on hecamc a fact in Rnssia 
and, as tlle !'tr'.!gl!le dc\'c\r.pec1. ;t was fonnd that a 
s~tion of the Social!~l~. thn~e who insisted in applying 
the full measl1res of SOl'ia1ist principles to the proh_ 
lems con£rontin~ thcm. "'~n: l'all:-c1 in the.- Russian 
lan~age. Bolshevik,i. th.! npw '\)(':!,e\' ":as found. Xo
oody set-n1eo to know who or what the Bolsheviki 
were. It was a chance in a lifetime ano the news-

By Julia Hill 
papers, the spokesmen of Capitalism, seized upon it 
with avidity. 

The Bolsheviki became, over night almost, fiends 
incarnate. Tales began to filter through the columns 
of the press of thcrir excesses. Every crime in the 
calendar was charged to their account. As a matter 
of course they became German agents in the Allied 
cou~tries, and Allied agents in the Central European 
states. Vague accounts of slaughter fests in the 
streets of the Russian cities became an every day 
ocCl1rrence. Discriptions of the appearance and man
ner of these Bolsheviki were so vivid that the average 
newspaper reader got a confused idea of a Bolshevik 
as ali animal, somewhat resembling a man, with a 
large bushy beard, wild- uncombed hair, uncouth 
ways of speech. small beady eyes and an unquench
able thirst for the blood of a very harmless and good 
section of the Russian people known as the Bourge-
oisie. 

Russian nobility were slaughtered out of hand by 
·these wild people, but nobody could work up a 
very righteous rage about the death of the Czar or 
the members of his court, unless the details of the 
execution were particularly horrible. So the news
-papers killed the Czar llibout once a week, each time 
giving him a different form of death. First he was 
hanged. most people seemed to agree that he could 
scarcely have expected to escape anything else, then 
he was shot without a trial on a very cold and stormy 
morning just before daybreak. then he was slowly 
done to death by starvation, then trampled by the 
moh, then he was tortured in prison, then given a 
slow and very painful poison and finally he was boiled 
in oil to the accompaniment of delighted yells from 
a mob of Bo1sheviki. 

The Czar, however, had few friends in the world, 
even amongst the most tend'er-hearted, so the news
papers left him alone and turned their attention to 
the Bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie were described as 
that section of the population Who were always en
gaged in performing useful work, except whil'e they 
were bathing or putting on dean collars. Sob stories 
about the beauty of their homes. the cleanliness of 
their babies, the gentleness of their voices, their spot
less linen and the culture and refinment of their 
womenfolk, filled the pages of the press. Then one 
morning a horrified world learned that the Bolsheviki 
·had decided to massacre the Bourgeoisie; everyone 
with a wpite collar, a beautiful home, a dean baby 
or a refined look was to be immediately done to death 
without trial. 

Now whenever the news from Russia is scanty 
an account of a massacre of the bourgeoisie by the 
Bolsheviki is published with full details. 

But who are these Bolsheviki and what is Bolshev
ism if we take away the bogey clothes? 

The Bolsheviki ar~ revolutionary Socialist.c; and 
Boishevism is Socialist theories and principles trans
lated into action. Bolshevism is not peculiar to Russia 
nor is it peculiarly Russian. It is simply Socialism 
appl:ecl to Russian conditions. The Bolsheviki are 
the people; the workers, the farmers and the soldiers. 
They are that sec lion of the Russians who under the 
Czaristic regime felt the lash of the knout, the pangs 
d j·unger. the bitter frost of winter. They are exact
Iv tlte same t~'pe an(l class of J1eople who form the 
br?,,:' mass of the population of any country. the 
ch;:nhrrit('d. "the large and respectable class of no 
pronerty." the men and wnmo:-n who perform the 
,\'orlc1'" work and who he:1r the world's miserie~. The 
0111~' difference bctween the Rl1ssian Bolsheviki and 
the mass of the people anywhere is that the Rol!>he
viki ar~ dass conscious. intellil!'ent !'tudents of con
ditions as they exist under Capitalism and as they 
"'ill ex is1 under Socialism, 

The Bolshe\'iki are the architects of the new struc
tllr~ of society. the seers and heralds of the new agoe. 
Rol~he\'i!\m is the instrument of the workers in abol
ishill~ the old order and establis"in~ the new. Its 
tacti(,s. in the work of abolition. follow the scientific 
lint's laid down hy those who forsaw the breakdown of 

the present system of society, and its methods, in the 
work of building the new society, follow the same 
scientific lines, augumented by the knowledge gained 
through the actual operation of destroying the old 
structure of society. 

As opposed to the section of the Russian people 
who are called Mensheviki, Social Revolutionists and 
a variety of other names, the Bolsheviki, refuse to 
be content with simply repairing the old system of 
society to temporarily suit the needs of the moment,' 
but insist on rebuilding the whole structure on a new 
foundation. In the course of the actual work of abol
ishing the old system .it developt'd that a minority of 
the Socialist theorists 'became afraid of the success 
of their own principles, wanted to call a halt and en
deavor to affect a compromise between the old and 
the new. The Bolsheviki took the stand that only by 
thoroughgoing methods could the new structure be 
made to withstand the storms and refused to comp
romis'e on any fundamental principle. They main
tained that the old system of society must be eradi
cated root and branch, that the two systems could 
not exist tOlO!ether but that one or the other must 
tinally prevail, and they threw themselves uncompro
misingly on the side of the new society. 

They declare that the continuation of various classes 
in society works detriment to the world as a whole 
and they propose to do away with classes by estab
lishing one class in society and one only-the working 
class-to the end that every person in society must 
contribute to the maintenance of Society. 

The Bolsheviki recognize that, in order to carry 
out this program, it is necessary that the people of 
all countries should cooperate, that the world instead 
of being divided into various and antagonistic groups 
must become one organ.ic whole, having only one 
fundamental interest; the maintenance and well-be
ing of society as a whole. 

These ideas necessarily meet with opposition from 
the class which profits from the present syst~he 
Capitalistic class; and this opposition must, in its very' 
nature, also be unr..,mpromising because it recognizes 
that eith"r society must he constituted among the 
lines laid down by the Bolsheviki, or it must continue 
along the present Iines-the eJ(istpnce of one ~p 
by the exploitation of the rpst. This opposition takes 
the form of open war in Russia, and the crl"ation of 
the Bolsheviki bOl!'ey elsewhere. Caoitalism recomizes 
that w1tere Bolshevism .is strOfll!' it must be fou.mt 
ann exterminated by means of killinlO! suffic;ent of .its 
advocates, and that, where it has not yet caotured the 
minds of the masses it must be oreventen from doiD( 
so by preventing its principles and practices 
into somethinl!' that will reoell the maioritv of the 
workers. Onlv by preventina the spread of Bolshev
ism can Capitalism save its .. l£ from d"struction, be
cau!>e under the present system. the few dominate 
the manv. ann once the masses realize this, Capitalism 
will vanish like an evil drpam. 

So the bovey is paraned befr.re the Pl1h}iC (r,I7P in 
all its tl'llPoinl!'S. and tile neople :Ire wamed: "The 
Bolsheviki wilt get you .if you don't watch out." 

The Berlin workers bv their action in susoendin( 
the issues of the newspapers show that if they can't 
have the tmth they are at least determined that they 
;Shall have no lies. 

• • • 
Samuel Gompers is verv much annoyed that al

thoue-h he has taken a decided c:tand avainst the 
formation of a Labor Party the movement is ~ing 
extensive supoort, but he should take consolation from 
the fact that thoue-h the Kai;;er was fired, he has not 
'even been asked to resign his ,iob-yet. 

• • • 
"Mr. Bonar L.aw ~\'es advis'e to Labor," runs a 

headline. but then nobody ever take& advice. 

• • • 
We wonder did Senatonl Sherman and Knox 

ever he'lr of an old copv-book line berinning with 
something about the cat being away? 

, 
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Withdraw from Russia! 
THE news coming out of Russia since amed inter

vention was initiated parallels, in a measure, the 
news from Belgium during the early days of the 

war, when Germany invaded that nation, disawwing 
interference in the intenlal affairs of the Bt!lgian peo-
pJe.--and imposing an alien dominion upon the people. 

The invasion of a peaceful nation against the pro
test of its ~o\·enlment. d~ i"r~ or d~ fado, is a viola
tion of the laws of nations. and of all the avowed pur
poses of the Allies. It is an expression, fundamcntal': 
Iy, of Imperialism and militarism. It is the crimc of 
imposing an alien wi11 upon the peoples by means of 
Ihe hayonl'l. III Ihill what the Alliell ml'an hy llie 
freedom of nations and the inviolability of interna
tionallaw? 

The immediate· objective of intervention, that the 
Cecho-Slo"aks might act as the centre for the counter
revolutiopary overthrow of the Soviet Government. 
or, in the words of Lloyd-George, that intervention 
might create "a centre for the clements· opposed to 
Rolshevism," has collapsed miserably and completely. 
The theory was that the Russian people were helpless 
under the domination of a few unscrupulous individ-

.uals, that the Soviet Govcnlment was not representa
tive of the masses. Intervene, was the theOry of in
ten'ention, and dIe Runian people will itself sweep 
aside the Soviet autocracy. But mo~ than five month~ 
have passed since intervention was initiated, and the 
So,;ets are still supreme. More than five months 
ba"e passed. and the counter-re\-olution from wit\lin 
has not materialized. and its petty, isolated exp.res
sions have been easily crushed. More thara five 
months have passed, months of enonnous flressure. 
and it laGS b~~" ,rO'iJe" that the strength of the Soviets 
is the strength of the revolutionary mas·ses. What 
now? Shall one million. shnlJ J.:1K~ ·~J.'a1ion; Ameri· 
can, RntWi.'5.1:t '.panae troops man:h against the 
"lWssrait people? ShaU the Soviet Republic be crushed 
by the ovenvhelmin~ might oflalien military po,ver? 

All that this preliminary intervention accomplished 
was to mUltiply the agony of the Russian people. The 
Czecho-Slovaks disorganized tbe Jood supply of the 
country, increasing starvation, interfering with in
dustrial and social reconstruction. The Allies arc 
blockading Russil, increasing starvation. And one, of 
the purposes of intervention was to relieve the starva
tion of the Russian people I 

We are familiar in this country with the hypocriti
cal methods used by the sinister interests of Imperial
ism to force intervention in a country in which they 
have brutal purposes to promote. When Amel'ican 
interests intrigued for intervention in Mexico, the 
press teemed with heart-rending stories about "ma!;!; 
starvation" in Mexicoi enough crocodile tears were 
shed to convince the sentimental-ond the gullible. 
Rut after intervention became impossihle, the Ameri
can press did not any longer concern itself with 
"mass starvation" in Mexico .... But if Russia is 
!'tarving-,vllY not IIhip food?- 15 the proper means 
of relie"ing starvation bread or bullets? 

The RUl'Sian people do not beg for food, they elo 
not ask for charity-that is a bourgeois characteristic: 
the bourgeois is either a hully or a beggar.-

The RUl'Sian people do not want charity. They 
want a11 alien trooPI to leaveo-Russia, SO that they can 
proceed in their own way with the tasks of recon
atnlction. They want the blockade of Russia ended. 
a blockade which gives the lie direct -to all c1aims of 
being interested in relieving starvation in Rusllia: they 
want free and Cf]ual ac:c:ess to the markets of the_ 
world. The Rusllian people do not pleacl-they de
mand: they demand that the international prolet:ujat 
shall insist upon justice for Russia .... 

"We mUllt res~ore Russia!" clamor the hYfIOCritkal 
~raentativel of Imperialism, who also want to re
store RUllllia-in \Vhat \\'a~' and for whom III Rus
store Russia-in what way and ofr whom? 15 Rus· 
sia to be restored by intensifying her disorganization 
'throach invasion, preventing the rec:ov9)' of the' 
country. and mUltiplying the factors making for 
starvation? Is R"uia to he restored through a "Peace 
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of \\'arsaw,·'.illlposed by n~eans of crushing the rev
olutionary masses with alien bayonets? Is Russia to 
be.- restored to the imperialist~c bourgeoisie and the 
Cz.'lrist bloc f Is Russia to be restored by crushing 
~odalisl1l. The~c nrc the ine,·itable consequences of 
succl'ssful intervention: the revolutionary masses are 
resisting intervention and invasion to the death. 

The imperialistic press prints all sorts of lying 
storil's :.bout terrorism in Russia. But did this press 
e\'er propo$eintervention in Russia against the ter· 
rorilllll of Czari~m? This is a stupiil pretext. Capi. 
talil'1ll itself is terrori!ll11; a ne\'er-ceasing terror. Cap
ita!i!'t in(hl!'try il' :\ Icrror. Capitalist' govenlment is It 
It·rr,,l. Capitalil'1ll i!l an orlr.tni7.ecl terror against the 
proletariat. It is because revolutionary Russia stnlg· 
g-Ies to l'nd this bourgeois terror and that bourgmis 
hirdi\lg'!'l l'\Trywhl'rl' il1~illt upon the ("nl!lhin~ of the 
~O\'il't Rl'Jlllhlic-to end terrorillln t This end of "ter-
10rislll" in RUllsia would mean thl' initiation of a new 
international terror against the proletariat, against 
d\"ili7.ation . 

Is the lise of troops nnd police durin~ strikes not 
terror? 'Vas the lllaSllacre of women and children at 
Lurllow not terror? This is terrorillm against the 
prolt,tariat and ri\"ili7.ation: what terrorism there is in 
Rl1s~ia is for the proletarint and civilization. 

notlrgeois morality admits the necessity of war 
under certain conditions i and war is a giant. organized 
tl'rrori!'lll. \\';tll the rrcent war a pink-tl'a lIffair. with 
its tcns of million II dC:ld and maimed? go hl' it; fCV_ 

ohilillll is a form of war-a ch·n war. F.\'ery re\'· 
olution nares up into civil war-the French Revolu
tion. the Am('ric.-:m Revolution, the Russian and the 
German Revolution. Terrorism was used in all these 
revolutions: and it was justified. Civil war rages in 
Russia; 'in our own dvil war, was the fi&:ht waged 
with bon-bons and spra~;s of perfume? Progress pro
cerels in the IIhaelow of the val1ey of death. 

Compl:tints rJ trrrorislll in Russia are sheer hypo<'. 
rillY. There is terrorism in Russia. the necessary ter
rori!l\11 of e"ery r~olution; but it is vilely exagger
ated ·by the imperialistic pres!': there is no need for 
n1t1ch terrori!llll in Russia since the masse, of the 
peoJlle nre for. thl' SO"iet Republic nnd the counter
rl'voilltion within has been dispersed. 

nut-the Rolsheviki are pro-German:,! Are they? 
\Va!' their rl'votlltilmary agitation against the Kai«!r
i$tn. their co-operation with re\'olutionary Socialism 
in \'ennany, "pro-German"? 

This argument never had a shred of validity: that 
ill now apparrl1t: but alien troops arc ~tilJ in Arch
angel and Vladivostok I . , . 

Let tiS consider the "pro-German" argument. 
Thc u!'IIal forlll of this argulllcnt w:is that the nol

IIheviki. Lenin and Trotzky, were agents of German 
Tl11per~alism. This was obviously silly; not even the 
forgt'cl documents offered as "evidence" by the Creel 
Committee ("ould make one helieve this IItupid fatry
talt'. 

~rore appropriate was the argument that the Brest· 
Litovllk treaty had to be revised. But this revision 
has now lleen accomplished by military disaster-and 

\the proletarian revolution in ~ermany; but-aJien 
troops are still in Archan~el and Vladivostok I 

The nccellllity for the revision of the Brest-Litovllk 
I ... ·:lt~ was illllis)llIt:.hh·: hilt the prohll'111 was: 'i('IUI 

!'ha il .10 I II\' n·\·isi"~. :md in the interl'stll of f,'IIo111 ,. 
!-'holllt' Ihis n'vi~i"n hI' :Il'rolllplislwcl hy cru!'hin~ the 
~o,·jd ... allll IIII' I{\'vollltion. the Tl,,·j ... illn ,,"onM he more .. 
jnf:"""l1s ;11111 .Ji~:IslrnllS than tht' oriJ:inal trl':Ily ilsl'lf. 
Tt wOlllel ha\"e hl'rn an imperial.stic revision, promot· 
in~ inh'rnational Tmperialism. 

RC\'ollltionary Rllsllia reali7.ed the enormity of the 
nrl'lIt·Lito'·lIk p\'acl', and ulled all its ener~)' to bring 
ahottt its re"il'ion in the only Socialist way--l,y df!. 
~·.·/!J"i"!l IIII' "r.,l.olaria" rt'VoIII,ioll ill G~r",aIlY. In 
September the nolshevik Zinoviev, speaking in Petro
~rad, lIaid: Don't worry about the supplementary 
cJaUlIl'S in the Brest treaty i Comrade Lenin signs 

them without even reading the text; they do not me 
ter: the German revolution will COftle and destroy f 
imperialistic: plans of Germany. 

The Revolution did come j German Imperialism 
dead. But alien troops are still in Archangel al 
Vladivostok J • , • 

Another argument made in favor of interventi( 
was that the eastern front should be restored. 1 
September, Secretary of State Lansing announc( 
that it was not America', intention to restore the' eas 
t'm front: but American troops stayed in Vladivosto 
Xow there is no necessity of restoring the eastel 
front; but alien troops are atiIJ in An:hangel ar 
\'I;ulivostok I· 

I.et us consider this "restoration of the easter 
front," that Russia should be dragged back into tt 
war. Let tts dismiss the propriety, the decency an 
justice, of forcing a natiol1' in~ war against its wil 
this proceaure was a crime only when perpetrated b 
Imperial Germany. There is a much more convincin 
ans\Ver. These four and a half yearll of war ha~ 
pro\"en that war today is largely a problem of produ( 
tive capacity. The military machine. depends absc 
lutely upon a properly functioning industrial machir. 
behind tlte front. Industry ddermines the capacity c 
a nation to fight i industrial collapse inevitably mear 
military collapse. Now, what was the situation i 
Russin? Industrial disintegration was general, a di! 
iloltl'gration produced by the ~me of the Czar an 
completed by the bourgeois·"Socialist" regime 0 

Kerensky. The heritage of the Soviet Republic \\'3 

industrial chaos. Under these conditions, to have con 
ti!lUed the \var would have been sheer suicide, th 
end of the Revolution. Russia could resume the mili 
taf)' war against Germany, either an imperialistic c 
a r.:\'Olutionaf)· war, only after industry had hemIC 
stored. The political, the JOclal, the mUituy p-'a 
1ems of Russia all resolve into one central problem
the restoration of normal condition. of production, th 
de\'elopment of industrial power out of which alon 
rises military power. . 

Moreover, Soviet Russia was not thinking in term 
flf war, but in terms of the class war, of the revolu 
tionary war. Soviet Russia's policy was detennine. 
IIy ihc,.!ll'eessit)· of arousing the proletarian re"olutio 
ill (;en11any, as a preliminary to the proletarian revo 
llItion in all Europe. In urging ratification of th. 
nrl:st treaty. r.enin a'rgued: This ill an in(amou!\ peac 
a~:till!'t the l~evoluti'lI1, hut it will fail. preci!lcly :l!\ th 
more onerous TiJsit treaty of Napo:eon failcd to crusl 
Prussia i then only a few bourgeois intellectuals mad. 
history i now the masscs are in motion, and histor) 
1110\'es with the speed of a locomotive; if we try simu). 
tancously to carry on a war against our own ImperiaJ. 
iSIll and foreign Imperialism, we shall lose both wars 
Capitalism and reaction will come back to ~wer il 
Ru~sia, and the revolution in Germany will be post 
ponl"d indefinitely, but if we, through peace, howevel 
oncrou!'. can concentrate on the inner problems of 0\11 

He,·olution, and cru!lh forever Russian I IlIpl'rialisn 
allel the coul1ter-rl'\'olution. then later will illcvitahl, 
wille our victory against intenlational Imperial ism 
our pcace will not end the war or insure German "iet, 
nry: the war' (viii t1are up more intense alld "iolcn 
th;m e"er: the economic and social crisis will hl' fever. 
ishly accelerated. will inevitably produce the Revolu· 
tiOll-.·UlCI thl'n SO\·ict RUllsia will ('ome into her own 

I t was a sober analysis of the facts, a hrilliant foran. 
"lat;lIn of r("'olutiollar~' !'O('ialillt tartk!'l. Ih·\·ol". 
tiollary Russia did conquer! .•• When th(" revolu· 
tion started in Germany, 50viet RlI!lsia o (fcre.I the 
(;l'rman proletariat hclp--and a million troops! • . . 
- The journalistic hireling!l of Imperialism pretend 

oillrprille that the Russian people are rellistin~ the coun
It'r-re\'olutionary invaders. App.'\rently, the Russian 
work('rs and peasantll should without a protest and 
without resistance allow tlreir OWN rc:volution to be 
cnlshcd, a revolution that they have accomplished by 
means of unparalleled struggles, in blood and tears 
and agony. And now that 'their hope. are being re-
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