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The LW.W. in Action

BY CHARLES MARTEL
HE Far West and the Maddle West
are m reyolt.  In Mmneapohs, M

Paul, Detron, Induanapohs, Cmomnaty
and St Lowms great movements agamst
Conseniption have been m .\'un, with
the Sociahst an is the center of it

all. Hundreds of members of the party

]

m those sections are under rrest or

jail ‘becanse of their revolubonary
uvity.,
Instead of abating, the tvity 1s in

creasing in scope amnd ntensity I hs
content n .!u- Wes "
strong. And organized discontent
Fhis may seem peculiar, in f the
fact that the western states shout the
"ﬂ')’ ones that have

eptionally
VICW .

led thew quotas

for the regular army and the Nationa
Guard But the enbstiments are not
much a result of a sentiment for war
of an adventurou- ng 1l
vouth in that section proletarian
West is  emphaticall activel
against the war

Now we have an idustrial revolt, ap

parently directed by the 1. W W, Bt
it does not seem to be contimed wholly to
the I. W. W. It s an !
spontaneous revolt
price industrial conditions general
ly. mines, lumber gamps and on
the f strikes are developing rapidlv
and the workers orgamizing. In its gene
[V -_!_.._ ;“ lttivgty s«'l‘h to have been of
pure’ y'ia\l!trial orign.  Duy the em-
ployers, using the war a« a pretext, have
made charges of German money, cle,
and the strikers have been most Lrutally

CXIUnNsIve am

against  unbearable

treated. They have heen deporied out o
strike zones by the thousands, and left
to starve in the wildernes<.  In one case,

among a batch « f deported «trikers were
found men who owned their cwn home
and who had invested in Fiherty Bonde
What a delicious satire on the libert)
that we are askeu to sacrifice our all for!
So brutal and high-handed were the ac
tions of the minions of the employers
including public officials that President
Wilson was compelled to censure the
authorities but a
censure none the less

mildly, it is true,

The strikes originated in Dutte, Mon
tana, and it s note that
President Mover Mill and
Smelter Workers the

signthcant 1o
f the Mind

expelled local
dommated by

there because 1t was

the 1. W. W., and accused the |
W. W. of being financed by German
money.

But the most important feature of the

whole situation is that the strikes are

a splendid example of mass ection

While thousands upon thousands of men

are involved, the name of no single in

: dividual stands out in the reports,—the

tworkers have orgamized and directed

their own revolt. In that fact lies equal'y

its strength and its importance. Every-

where the officials of the labor unions

! are lying down miserably, and it is oniy

i the action.of the membership itse!f that

can stir things up for their own advan

tage. The day has gone by when the

American working class will tolerate he-
u misled by its officials,

The) action is spreading. Montana,

i Arizona, New Mexico and Washington
% are the scenes of the most intense activ-
7% ity. By the time the harvest is ready to

strikes will cover the

L

RESIST Th

THl safety of democracy s an ac-
comphshed fact m Amerca. Com
pletely safe! If vou keep vour mouth
shut, if vou don't strav on the streets,
b on neahize that the first duty of the
./nl is 1o obey the mandates of the

governmg powers and attempt absolutely

no crticism of the hy f pretend

TSy

mg o hight for democracy i Germany

md crushing democracy i America,

then all 1« well and the safety of demoe

racy an accomplished fact.  But if you

lon't, then vou are ruthlesslv crushed,
r h order 1 make the rest of the
rld safe for demuxcra Wt ‘md
uhant to amtocracy m America
I In "t I mg antocracy to
rommede a mvthical denuwracy  seeme
logn o and msmcer It it st
really. The age iracles s agam
he world It miracle that the Hl“”l:
lass performing, and 4 muracle 1s a
L_ that passett lerstanding \¢
i, and douls nea!

he situation 't Sewctalist and

radhical papers are heing demed the mail

among them nternational Socual
it Revwew, the
Fhe Masses ema !
prehminary  <teg

\""I
perfectly

Imerican Socwahist and

the mails 15 a
amplete  suppres
of often

leatlets s

shomn distribution

"wer, e
harmless hemg
curbed by the simple agency of arrest
ing the distributors on preposterons
charges of conduet. The

owners of halls are being intimidated

disorderly

mto refusing to rent them out for So
New York

is virtually impossible 1o sequre a hall

talist. meetngs. In City 1t

in which to hold a meeting for the re-
peal of the Conscription Law

Not satisfied with this, the representa
tives of Law and Order are raiding
meetings, provoking disorder and ot
freely using their clubs and making n

discriminate arrests

\ The most outrageous case of this sor
decurred this month in Boston. A parade
held by the Workingmen's Council was
stormed by soldiers and sailors in um
form, men, women and children beaten,
their faces smashed and their clothes
torn to shreds. The revolutionary flags
n the parad.
arouse the ire of the ruffians
ault was general and unprovoked. It
was a reign of terror. And the police
did not imerfere.  When the parade got

to the Common, in spite of the assault ;,

seemed particularly to
The as

the police charged upon the crowd of
30,000, stopped the meeting and indis
criminately used their clubs in dispers-
ing the pes ple
soldiers and sailors that are to make the
world safe for democracy was not satis-
fied. They marched to the local head-
quarters of the Socialist Party, broke
into the rooms and smashed all the fur-
niture they could lay their hands upon,
the books from the library being hurled
into the street.

Nor is this campaign of terror spo-
radic. It seems to be general and organ-
ized. The government is shaky. The
peaple are not at all enthusiastic for the
war. Frenzied demands are being made
upon the president for a declaration that
will “stir up” the people, and council
are held to determine upon a campaign
to “educate” the people into the mean-
ing of the war. A really significant sign
of the times was the dismal failure of
“recruiting week.” The president issued
a call for volunteers, 70,000 volunteers,
to fill up the regular army ; and less than
20,000 enlisted, in spite of the presi-
dent's call and the insistent appeals of

5 cents a Copy

But the fury of the’

By LOUIS

feel the borden o conscnption an

sorrow of ithe casualty hst he ag

tors and their agitation must be cru

And it must be crushed partic
at this time, when draft
few weeks awan Fhe govermng |
anr Nervotls | e ontinnem W
nseription many be ganged by the

that apparently a- nulhon chgibles di?
not register and that 60 per cent. of the
registrants claimed exemption.  Resist
ance is anticipated. The draft nots of

the Civil War may be repeated and ex
ceeded to-day Ihis 15 not
It is fact. And the government 1s pre

paring itself by

maginaton

ar-=sting the agitators
terronzing the people, and crushing the
revolutionary press

It is the task of
ment to resist the

the Socialist move

terror here 1s no

alternative would  be
ethically unjustifiable and tactically sw
cidal. “Thousands

men and women have

Acquiescence
upon  thousands of
become members
of the Socialist "arty since the declara
tion of war. They have joined the party
primarily because they see in the party
an instrument of
against the reaction

protest and action
hey want to hight
If we do not fight, we shalt not only los
these new members but our own integ
rity. Principles and expediency .wln.'dl\
impose a course of action upon the So
cialist Party. And since the Majority
Report has been accepted oy erwhelming
Iy by the party as its program on the
war, there can be no eéquivocation hased
on the assumption that the party has no
vet spoken. The party has spoken, an
in unmistakable words. It is now
task to put through the program of ac

No

our

tion by all means in our power,
compromise !

We should not, however, ignore the
fact that there is a tendency to compro-
mise in the party, A portion of the
bureaucracy is satisfied with a “magnifi-
cent gesture”’ in the form of a document-
ary declaration against the war, More-
over, Morris Hillquit, in an article some
time ago, declared that “all means in our
power” includes only lawful means and
those means that the government allows
us to use!

This interpretation is abso-
lutely wrong. The phrase is taken from
a resolution I introduced in Local New
York, subsequently adopted by Local
Kings County, and incorporated in the

C. FRAINA

resolution of  the ’'ropaganda

Socialsg
I and | know that Hillguit's n

is et inomy mind, nor n

th nd I the mrades who favored
the 1 wmon, nor n the mind of Lows

wl ] Was 1‘~1-A|1~l'»](' for its
mtroductson it the Majority  Report

it the St Loas Conventuon

I'he phrase

" exactly what it says, and nothing
|
‘
ther  discouraging  maniiestation
editorial in the New York Call ot
Julv 3. on the Boston outrage. It is an
extraordinarily pes simistic editorial,

tvpcal of the Call, the only consequence

of which discouragement  and
I'he Call says:

Can we do nothing more than de

can be

paraly sis ..f achon

nounce these performances as an ‘out
Is it possible to get the protec-
tion of the law that is theoretically due
us. or are we, and all people who advo
cate a general and speedy peace, to re-

maan as Is there any machin

outlaws?
ery we can set in motion to curb these
riotons mobs? If so, the sooner we dis
er and apply it the better
A\nd, if not, what then? Are we to

go along, offering ourselves as sheep to

the slaughter? Are we to expose our-
selves constantly to the fury of riot
that, to all appearances, may pass over

into murder, unchecked by the law? Are
we to voluntarily offer our headquarters
to pillage, destruction and incendiarism?
Is this the duty of every Socialist, to go
right abead as we are going and take
the consequences, which already we have
seen and which, apparently, will follow
i every similar case?

Or shall we abandon this form of
propaganda as impossible’ Shall we
passively accept the war as an existing
condition, against | which we can do
nothing in direct opposition, and turn
our attention to other phases of thoss
results, which we may, perhaps, use o
advantage for ultimate Socialism? ,

“We frankly confess that we canno}
answer these questions. It is the Sor
cialist party that must decide, and that
decision, one way or the other, must be
‘made as speedily as possible.”

Instead of a clear call to action, the
Call miserably offers pessimism, equivo-
‘catioh, and the hint of compromise!

" There is only one answer: We cannot
cbandon this form of propaganda. It is

!

[ERROR!

j’ﬁ\e New Party

in Germany

worth while. Demonstration should Ix BY S RUTGERS

piled upon demonstration. Our determi HE April Conference m Gotha re

nation will answer the assaults of the sulted in a new party: The Inde

widiers. They cannot conquer determi nendent  Social  Democrati iQ of
nation : it is invincible. And if they 80 (ermany

oo far, we shall. stil “”(. e o ”l.‘r Does this mean that the lLeft Wing
nights Ihe democracy that once wias iy bove sulindidie B

Lermany
created by .

America was resistance 1o d

basis of a common program, declaring
tvranny and wrong 1
' var against the traitors within thé"gld

O - 0 s accept ne
NG, we canmot “passively accept | party and an uncompromising hgh!
war as an existing condition.” That was agafmst the new forces of Imperialism

the - . 1 1 h N . I
the ammating spint of the miserabl On the

ind against all Capitalist wars?
Minority Report, and it was humihating

onigary means that the radical Left
v defeated here is no way of achiey Wing\forces have sphit imto two groups
ng “ultimate Socialism™ except through 1, 50 by trye that only the rather insig

mmediate action | he masses can Ix

niticam group of the International So-
organized only through education and ialistd of Germany (1. S. D.) did not
action. Of what value s “"ultimate So in the new parny The Left Wing
clialism™ if we compromise our action tp roups in Bremen, Hanover and Ham
dav? It was m the interests of “ulti arg. which find their expression in
mate Sociahsn that the German So the irbeiterpolitih strongly opposed

cial Democracy justiied s abandon

unity with the Center group or “swamp”

ment of revolutionary Socialism an mto one party and they decided to re
abandonment that led straight 1o the nain independent. Other groups, 1. e,
disastrous collapse of 1914 n Duisburg and Derlin VI, also op
Moreover WG Ny deeper. Demon posed, but finally submitted to the ma
strations develop the spirit of mass ac- rity of the International Group.”

tion in the proletariat. And mass action

Our Dutch Left Wing Paper, The Trib-
that Franz Mch-
ing and Karl Liebknecht did not join

develops  independence and
fighting spirnt

velop its own action, n

imtegrity

une, states, moreover

I'he proletariat must de-

s own way

r approve of the new party

And
f Licbknecht printed in issue No. 7 of
the Internationalist will understand this

through its own mass activity, Decades

those who remember the letter

f wrong

tactics, of making che prol

tariat rely on forces outside itself, may

be righted by fifting action to-dayv. Ou ; . :

action may not achieve immediate position. - Listkaecht specifically “wares
tangible results, but it will set a prece- against combining with ‘.h( “gh'“n .”‘
dent and develop moral and physical t.hv “neither flesh nor fish” policy: “The
reserves for the future. s it, then, only formal combination of all kinds of in-

detmite oppositional feelings and mo-

for to-day that we are fighting’
: tives is always a great danger, especially
Demonstraty ms m the streets, w thout .
so in a time of world changes. This
any olondt Lexcept perhaps the
: neans confusion and dragging along on
I the =epresentatives of law am g <
. . Id lines, it sterilizes and kills the nnli
rder ), are a revolutionary form of ac p
’ tant elements which get into this mixed
ton. They create an impression.  They

company.”
arouse enthusiasm, and the spirit of ac :

solidarity. Do the soldiers
sailors and police disperse the demon
Splendid !
sizing our ideas

We should not overlook the fact that
the group “Labor Community™ tried its
best to party with the
Scheidemanns and that they only de-

non and

stay m one

strations ? I'heyv are empha

I'hey are contributing

mightily toward destroying the apathy cided to initiate a new party after they

f the people which is the great obstacle Were thrown out of the old Socialist

Party. The opinion of the members of

o acton

Crowds are not cowards. 1 have seen the “International group” towards the

conscription riots, and it is ominous the | enter generally is one of contempt, and

even the Kampf, the weekly published in
Duisburg by members of the Interna-
tional group and in favor of joining the

way a crowd refuses to disperse in spité
of the brutal of the
Crowds may not act, but at least they 4.,
run  away An outrage doesn’t
frighten them, it angers them. The ac
tion of the crowd d(‘\’(“np\ out of out
rages

I am not preaching violence
urging retaliations. Peace is the great
poteer, moral and physical, that crowds
possess. Against a crowd that does not
retaliate and still refuses to disperse, the
violence of soldiers, sailors and police
is helpless. Moral resistance is itself
an aggressive act of resistance. The in
dividual alone s helpless; in a demon
stration en masse the individual becomes
a moral and physical giant.

behavior police
new party, congiders this only a tem-
The feelings of good
(will of these Left Wingers towards the
| edebour-Haase-Kautsky  group
whom they now unite into one party,
may be learned from the way the Kamp/f
the “political impotence
helplessness and hopelessness of the so-
opposition, of which the latest
peace manifesto of Kautsky is a classical
example.” The Kampf goes so far as to
call this the refutation of Socialism

mt

porary measure

with

I am noi

writes about

called

Although _joining into one party to
gether with the Center, the members of
the “International Group” will continue
to carry on their own propaganda and
claim full liberty 1o criticise the
“swamp” policy of the “Labor Com-
munity.”

Out upon the streets, men and women
of the proletariat!

They cannot crush you. They cannot
destroy the ideas you represent. They
dare not push things too far—they fear
revolt !

The strength of the mass is the fear
of the tyrant. The - German autocracy
has the mightiest engines of force in the
world, yet it prohibits proletarian dem-
onstrations in the streets of Berlin. In
France, in Italy, in England, the power
of militarism trembles for the future
when the workers organize demonstra-
tions in the streets. The revolution in
Russia was made in the streets of
Petrograd.

At any moment, the apathy of the
American people may transform itself
into active discontent. Our action to-
day contributes toward that transforma-
tion. Orgasize and act!

One may wonder what arguments
could be used to defend the getting to-
gether into one party of such hetero-
geneous elements, especially in view of
the fact that the new party did not ac-
cept any program of principles or
action, which mght appeal to the radical
eft Wing. In fact, the old by-laws and
of the old Socialist Party
were\endorsed and readjustment post-
il after the war. International

ik ,
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taken in favor of uncompromisingly
rejecting  defensive wars. A general
. statement  of  relentless  opposition

against the Majornity « Party does not
make a big impression after you have
tried hard to stay in that party as long
as possible, and have been thrown out
against your will. A relentless opposi-
tion against the government lacks force
as long as you do not explain by what
means this fight has to be carried on.
Even the Majority Party now  votes
 against war credits and the Center
group did absolutely nothing to en-
courage the strike movement and de-
velop it into a more general class action.

The two main arguments given for 3
mnited party at this moment are as fol-
lws: The revolutionary [eft Wing
pats its hope in mass action and expects
1o reach greater masses of workers
throngh the new party, because a great
part even of those workers who are in

8 ¥ = . opposition o the old methods still look
upon the Center as their spiritual leader
This argument mav as well be used for
anv affiliation with even the most reac-
tionary groups of labor, and overlooks
the fact that under the present condi-
tions of readjustment clarity of purpose
and sharpness of demarcation are most
needed.

The second argument is, that mass
action will develop only under certain
historical conditions. As long as these
conditions do not arise, the radical left
Wing i« bound to remain a rather small
group, criticising and educating with.
out a fair chance for action. As soon,
however, as mass actions develop, the
Left \Wing will become the natural
leader anyway, no matter what the form
of organization. The form of orgam
zation, therefore, is considered of minor
importance and we might as well jom
the “swamp” to get a broader hearing
This argument seems not very strong
because if the orgamization of our pres;
ent forces is not considered very impor
tant, we might as well form a clear-cut
revolutionary  group; unhampered by
the poisonous gas emanating from every
“swamp.” But the whole reasoning is
utterly false, because you cannot make
this sharp distinction between periods in

“which mass-movements develop and
periods of relative calmness. It may be
perfectly relevant that more revolution-

- ary periods sometimes break out with

Es elemental force; this does not do away

i ship may fall automatically to the Left
Wing. but the results of this leadershij
greatly depend upon the achievements

Group” evidently that it can
have this freedom within the new “Inde-
pendent Party.,” Another part and
probably the most active part is con-
affiliation with the Center in a regular

\

- COMMODITY . CONSEQUENCES

By AUSTIN LEWIS .

ABOR power is a commeodity. In

peace times we hear no objection o
the statement ; on the contrary, the em-
ployers and their economists strongly
uphold it as the corner-stone of the sys-
tem. The modern system depends updn
this fact, and it is a fact, all sentimental
vociferation to the contrary notwith-
standing.  The fact that organizations
of labor do not come under the provi-
sions of the Sherman Act means no
more than that labor is such a com-
modity as does not come under the Act,
and is no victory over the mmmodil_\'
conception of labor-pwwer, as many of
the labor leaders have claimed. It is
merely an admission that the enforce-
ment of the law against labor organiza-
tions would he practically impossible, as
indeed must be the case, in view of the
numbers violating., the difficulty of
prosecution and the political effects of
convictions.

At the situing of the Industrial Com
mission n San Francisco one of the
leading Federation of Labor official-
was very angry because it was testitied
that the A. F. of L. took the commaodity
view of labor-power, and pointed ou:
with much emphasis that the A. F. of 1.
spokesmen had taken quite the other
view in the debate in Congress. Super
ficially, that is true, but n reality it s
untrue, for the whole argument of the
Federation exponents rests upon a nidic
vlous and obvious They con
tended that labor is not a commodity,
for labor is life. As if hife nself could
not be a commodity, could not be bought
and sold in the market, and as if it were
not the glaring: and atrocious fact of
modern  social and industrial arrange-
ments that life is just that sort of a com-
modity. Labor-power is life in that it
inseparable from the person of the liv-
ing laborer, and just because it is <o
inseparable, with the sale of labor
power we have coincidently the sale of
life, upon the same terms as any other
commaodity is sold, the best price that
can be had for it in the market at
given time.

fallacy

The exclusion of the organizations of
labor-power from the operations of the
Sherman Act was senething vastly more
important than the affirmation of a mere
untruth, or of something which could
only be true as far as the operations of
that particular Act might go. It was the
raising of labor from a commodity to a
status as far as the Act was concerned.
I Ofganized Labor cannot grasp this, if
it is so victimized by the liberal tradi-
tign that it cannot comprehend the sig-
nificance of the result, so much the
worse for Organized Labor. Make no
mistake that the intellectuals of organ-

ized cypeeal see it, and have made the .

air hideops ‘with their ululations that
the unions have constituted themselves
superior to the law and have won for
their commodity, labor-power, a position
transcending ‘that of other commaodities
(i. e, have acquired status). And the
practical importance of this ligs in the
conclusion that the path of lghor is not
to be the old-fashioned liberal path of
the old and now comfortably dead social
democracy, but the new path which
leads to status, call it syndicalism, guild

now is the time to insist upon an abid-
ing by that doctrine which is so persist-
ently preached in the piping times of

- peace, when men are only quietly mur-

:

by means from which the gentle
not shy, War has raised
of ity labor-

HH

i

F2
g

a fair day’s work™ has been the slogan.
and in the last half century. millions of
ured slaves have passed through the
streets of our cities behind  banners
bearing this significant device. | hey
made it perfectly obvious that the com-
modity position was good enough for
them, and that all they asked was a free
market and the right of all dealers 1o
organize for their own benefit, y

So far there s little doubt that among
the workers capable of orgamzation, at
least, there has been little tendency to
quarrel with the commodity concept
Occasionally, of course, bumanity has
transcended  the  commodity  concept
The human heart has refused 1o bear
the pan of conditions into which un
rr&uluml laisser  faire plunged  large
bodies of helpless workers, and the poli
tician has legislated for the perpetuation
of the race, as they legislate about the
preservation of forests. But Orgamzed
Labor has not viewed these encroach-
ments of the state upon the free market
with anv marked appronal, or 1t has
mdifferenth  seconded the
the phalanthropmst and the

more or less
cfforts of
practical statesman
the quite hornfving demand of the State
Federatim of New York that those
enactments  passed for the
the helplesshy

And now we get

legislative
ol
sectioms of labor <honld be allowed to
This s the

and most diaboheally cruel reso

henent unorganized

lapsc during war tune

crides
of orgamzed lal oo

Tutim of anyv body

m the hctory of the modern worlkd
Fyen the capitabstic agents have not
cemtenmplated anv such perversion, and

the whale expenience abroad during the
var has required the extension rather
than the dmmution of such protecti n

m the imterests of mere efficiency

IFor better or worse the orgamzed

Labor hodies are wedded at present to the
have the

and their

commewdity  concept I'hey

mind of the dommant class

contrtbution 1o the problem  ethically

and economically 1« ml Dut we know
that the
thing 10 say at the end of the war which
will make the cars of the labor leaders
burn. For the present, however, we are
justitied i demanding

their wdals

their commexdity

“setvile state” will have «ane

leaders stand In and  tha
they should employ
coneept for the advantage of the labor
meyement and the development of

organization.

Our cgpitalhlh’ CConOMIsts  are \ery
insistent upon the supremacy of the law
of supply and demand, which applies
equally to the human and material cle-
ments of production “and exchange
They will act on their theory to the full,
at least their employers will, and win
demand for all the commaodities which
they control at least the full market
value, even where thev do not make
artificial combinations and surreptition.-
ly corner the market. We know that
all the governments have been obliged
te take . extraordinary  precantions
against frand and extortion on the part
of the business groups, and that they
have had to accede to unreasonable de-
mands under the predsure of conditions,
In spite of all their precautions, the war
profits mount in the most horrific
tashion ; and the government of Dritain,
to save its face, has been obliged to im-
pose war-profit taxes to the amount of
sixty per cent, which it is now proposed
to raise to eighty per cent. In spite of
all this, however, profits constantly pile
vp and new millionaires, conspicuous
for their arrogance and extravagance,
spring out of the chaos of Yhe war. Com-
wodity prices are maintained and the
market will not be baulked. Fven in
Germany. where the organization is sup-
posed to be complete and where the gov-
ernment is credited with an approach to
cvenhandedness in its control of the
“interests,” where Holv State can im-
pose its decrees impartially on capitalist
and proletarian alike, even there the in-
dustrial capitalists have taken the bit in

their teeth and the dividends of the
manufacturing firms bear witness to the
weakness of mere political government
n dcalink with such implacably ob-
stinate things as commodities.

The scarcity of commodities incident
upon the war places the industrial nd
commercial exploiters where they can-
rot avoid making great proti®.  The
general misfortune is their good for-
mine, They draw mordinate profit from
the public misery. Even the sums which
they advance in the form of bonds are
cxcellent investments and tend to secure
their own position and that of their
children. They are in the happy position
that everything they touch must turn to
gold whether they will or not.  They
must profit by the war unless the gon
crnment took the only logical step of
onfiscating all profits in excess of aver

age profits before the war. But gov

cernments are not hike that, and could

not afford to be so.  The reply of the
wning classes to such a measure would
he a refusal to advance capital or 1o use
their workshaps ; for capntalistic patriot
ism has its imits, and these are reached
directly business is interfered with, <ine
lasiness is more holy than Haolv Stat
itself. * The only reply of the govern
ment would be confiscation, that 1« the
Jaolition of the l‘ip‘ld'l\l class;
government  will  commut
cven for the sake of victory
| loaters must be humored if the

to continue
must he realized

and no
har kar
The ex

velem

and  commodity values

I'he
thers, rises m value during the perwsl
It 1s destroyed m large quant:

commadity  labor-power, ke
I war
es and the demands for . are om
We know that all
abor s fully occupied 1w all the coun

tantlhy increasing
tres at war and that the demand 1s -
that
margm of

great the apparently msuperable

unemploved  has been de
troved and that most of the crumes in
wlental to poverty have disappeare]
But we know
also that there has been no attempt on
the part of the laboring people any
where to realize upon the increased

of their own commodity in the la-
bor market. Wherever the least tend-
ency in that direction has become mani
fest the governments which have sub-
mitted i <lence to the most shameles:
capitalistic robbery have turned loose
their journalistic and platform pack in
pursuit of the unpatriotic laborers who
have dared to declare that, labor bheing
a commodity, they will demand for labor
a return such ‘as all other commodities

receive, its price in the market.

ong with the poverty

For labor to constantly submit to this
sort of governmental dragooning 1s
fatuous folly. If anyone thinks that the
possessors of other commodities, patriot-
ism notwithstanding, are going to
emerge from this war poorer by sacri-
ficing the economic values of the com-
modities which they control, he is very
much mistaken. The entrepreneur may
send his sons to the war, and submit to
taxation, he may grumblingly invest his
surplus funds in national securities, but
he will never surrender his claim to the
full value of the commodities which he
controls. To do so would mean his
ruin ; it would imply the speedy termina-
tion of his economic superiority.

Such a surrender on the part of labor
1s no less rui The rise in the prices

of necessary commodities means an .

essential reduction in the actual wage
unless such wage is raised to meet the
new conditions, And how is the wage
standard to be raised except by com-
bined effort to raise it? Such effort will
be met with indignation and vituperative
insult by the dominant class, and they
will pour out on that portion of the
working class which first takes up the
burden of the fight the vials of their
most violent wrath, as in the case of the
South Wales miners,

HAVE YOU CONTRIBUTED TO
OUR $500.00 FUND?

If not, do so at once! The power and work of this paper depend

dollar spent oxclusively the
”mhm”nmln:’.

Only by combination to raise wages,
to realize the value of the commodity -
labor-power, can the economic positiw‘
of labor be so preserved that the horrible
reaction after the war will not drag it
back into the abyss from which it has
with difficulty extricated itself. The
very economic position of labor as a
whole is dependent upon the action of
Organized Tabor in this respect.

As for the moral effect which is after
all much more important in the long
run—that does not belong to this dis
cussion.

.

Lenin on the Russian
Revolution

FTER his departure for Russia,

Lenin wrote a letter to his Swiss
comrades, im which he reaffirms Inus
position that if the Revolution in Russg
brings a republican government and ‘
government should be willing to carry
on an imperialistic war, together with
the imperialistic government« of France
and England for the conquest of Con
stantinople, Armemia, Galicia, etc,
will ancompromisingly hight this govern
ment and the war “for the defense of
the fatherland.”

. l‘nm had been asked what would Ik
positigh - suppose  the  Socalists
would get mto power now, to which he
-We would offer peace o
all people mvolved in the war on the fol

his

answers: |

a) Immediate e
of all countrics
all
would

lowing peace terms
hverance of all colonies
b)

pressed

immediate deliverance of
e »pl(‘ 2 \\ C
immediately with the dehiverance of

sup
~tan
all

people suppressed by the Russians

“We do not doubt for a minute that
these peace terms would be unacceptable
not to a monarchical
but also to a republican Germany, and
not only to Germany, but also to the
capitalistic governments of England and
France.

only Germany,

“And ig that case we would be com-
pelled to wage a revolutionary war
against the German Bourgeoisie, but not
only against the German Bourgeoisie,
and we would take up that fight.

“We are not pacifists, we are against
Imperialistic wars waged by capitalists
for profit. But we always did consider
it nopsense that the proletariat should
reject revolutionary wars, which may be
necessary in the interests of Socialism.”

Lenmin realizes that this task would be
a stupendous one and would mean a
series of class fights all over the world,
but he points out that it is not our im-
patience, our desire to confront this
1ssue, but the objective concrete -
tions resulting from the world war
put before us this dilemma: either to
sacrifice more millions of men in the de-
struction of European civilization, or to
conquer the governments of all civilized
countries for the Socialist Revolution,

“Historic conditions have made the
Russians, perhaps for a short period, the
leaders of the revolutionary world pro-
letariat, but Socialism cannot mow pre-
vail in Russia. We can expect only an
agrarian revolution, which will help to
create more favorable conditions for
further development of the proletarian
forces, and may result in measures for
the control of production and distribu-
tion.

“The main result of the present Revo-
lution will have to be the creation of
more favorable conditions for further
revolutionary development, and to in-
fluence the more highly-developed Furo-
pean countries into action.”

When in November, 1914, the Russian
Party demanded: “Transformation of
the imperialistic war into a civil war of

B 0 5
The International
Movement

SPECch convention of the Swiss
A Socialist Party affirmed its ad-
herence to the principles of Zimmerwald
and Kienthal. It decided in favor of a
New International, excluding the So-
cial ) A resolution to arrange
mml' of munition workers, to
discuss the possibility of a strike in mu-
nition factories in co-operation with
comrades in other countries, was los*
with 86 against 113 votes. A resolution
condemning the “defense of the father-
land” as against the principles of Inter-
national Socialism, was passed by 222
against 77 votes. Platten spoke in favor,
Muller and Greulich against the motion.

Tue labor conference im Leeds ( Eng-
land) showed a remarkable change in
the minds of the English workers under
the influence of the Russian Revolution.
Not only was the general opinion in fa-
vor of immediate peace on the conditions
of the Russian Council of Soldiers and
Workmen, but a growing opposition
against the English Government was
evident. Robert Smillie, speaking in
favor of one of the resolutions, men-
twofied the English Government as “our”
/‘r&rn’ow government, and it was
ickiqwledged that Ircland and Egypt
<hould also have a right to decide their
own destiny. A suggestig to ask in-
demnjties from Germany for families of
submiarined sailors was shouted down
with the remarks: “Let the ship owners
pay for their victims,” and “our enemies
are the English ship owners, not the
Cierman sailors.”

Rakowsky, the Rumaman Socialist
who was liberated from prison by a
mass-demonstration in Jassy, in which
15000 soldiers participated, has been
welcomed at a meeting of the Russian
Council of Soldiers and Workmen
Rakowsky denounced the demands for
annexations of the majority of the So-
cialist Party in Bulgaria, and favors the

establishment of a federative JRepublic
of Balkan peoples, as advocal the
minority Socialists in Pulga well

as by the Socialist Partics in Serbia,
Rumania and Greece

THue Americans are certainly not los-
ing sight of their busingss interests, and
their Allies may find out some day tha
their new associate has the best part of
the bargain. Think of the millions and
millions which France and Fngland have
loaned 1o Russia, practically without
secuirity, even without gaining a solid
foothold in the economic system of the
Empire of the Czar. Comes the United
States in the game with a few millions
and takes hold of the mines and other
concessions!  They evidently want to
try out their methods of Ludlow, Butte
and the Mesaba range in Rus<ia, but it
is doubtful whether the Soldiers and
Workmen will accept this new form of
democracy, even at the hands of Charles
Edward Russell.

Our intrepid Comrades Liebknechu
and Friedrich Adler have been elected
honorary members of ‘the Council of
Soldiers and Workmen. We may expect
that the liberation of their honorary
members, as well as of other victims of
the opposition against Imperialism in
different countries, will be made a peace
term of the Russian Council. The Left
Wing Group with Lenin, as well as the
Left Wing Socialists in Holland, have
already made this demand a condition
for participating in any International
Socialist Congress.

Tue Left Wing group of Socialists in
anq.-. of which Lorriot is the best
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Russtant offcnsive i as yet ol shgin
mg'm:m_w; as @ pohtical tactor, it buiks
Jarge.  Lhe Nmerican press, naturaily,
is nterpreting its polipoal sigmilicance
“ rca\"lwr) sense.” The ottensive s seen
as the end of “anarchy i Russi and as
a victury of the pro-war Linpenalistic
faction. Kerensky 15 hatled as the savior
of Russia.  But while herenshy struts
through the pages of the press as 4 man
of miraculdmsly heroic proportions, the
revolutionary  forces are silently but
nrmly sobdifying thar power. An exec-
utive committee of three hundred dele
gates representing the Councils of \)l
diers and \Workmen throughout Russia,
has been organized with |schewdse at it
head. The Duma refused o dissolve it-
scli, but nobody pays any attention to
it: the newly organized executive com-
mittee, dominated by Socialists, is the
real government of Russia. And only a
few weeks before the pfiensive started.
the All-Russia »ngrest of Soldiers’ and
Workmen's Delegates adopted a resolu-
tionwhich characterized the present war

as “the comsequence of aspirations ofy

Imperialists, prevailing among the ruling
lasses of all countries,” and recognizing
. “that the struggle for the more rapid
ending oi the war coristitutes the most
_pressing problem for the revolutionary
demacracy—a problem imposed as much
by the interests of the revolution as by

 the aspirations of the workers of al

countries.”  The new offensive simply.
revolutionary democracy
for its ends. The New
3 * pecognizes that either
‘Russia or the United States will domi-
nate the peace conf and by all
_means the dominating |factor should not
be the Imperialistic United States.  Re-

- volutionary Russia waging a revolution-

ary war will immensely strengthen it
influence and purjeoses, and determine
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the revolutionary proletariat in all the

helligerent nations,
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Every local of the party should take wn-
mediate action to make the National
Office act in this emergency.

The Disgrace of Meyer London
A CoNFERENCE of trades unions m
New York City passed a resolution call
ing apon Mever London to introduce a
Lill in Congress for the repeal of the
Conscription Law.  The Ciy Conven
ton of Greater New York, Socialist
Party, passed a similar resolution. The
behavior of  London s disgraceful”
Imagine a Socialist having 10 be asked
to do his duty, and still failing to per-
form it! Instead of it being the Socialist
London to kit his voice in Congress
against ('nn-cnpﬁﬁl after nt became a
law, it was a bourgeois Congressman
that did it. The war provided a mag
nificent opportunity for Meyer Londoa
in Congress, an opportunity to use a na
tional forum for aggressive Socialist
propaganda.  hut he egregiously muffed
the opportunity.  Speak  privately with'
members of the party bureaucracy in

\.\'rw York, and they will admit the dis

graceiul attitnde of London.  DBut ther
do ot wtter one single word of publis
eriticism, nor do they take action 1o dis
cipline him, How long shall the Socialist
Party, particnlarhy in view of the adop
tion of the Majority Report by an over
whelming vote of the member<hip, 1ol
erate the contetnptible misrepresentation

o it attitade in Congress’

Patriots and Profiteers

Presipext. W ilson has read a lecture
to the busmess interests of the country
It is a really magmiicent lecture. With
his usual trenchancy, he tears to shred
the patruaic our
who are nsing patriotic endeavors to in
The Pre<sident tells
them they are emitled to “just prices,
but that they shouldn’t ask for them on
Profins P
triotism have nothing to do with ean

claims  of profitecrs

crease ther profits

patriotic’” grounds and

ather® The Presudemt savs i so
words that the business
tempting to hold ap the

many
mterests are a

country, !

At
cites the shipping interests as a particn
Which » all

Bt the |t||~:n|'-- ifterests

Jarlv revolting example
very excellem
neednt fear words  they remember the
odd adage about <ticks and stones
hreak
burt them will keep on puling
profits upon profits, although here and
there particmlar business interests man
suffer <o I'Fl business as a whaole nmuan

mav
ome’s bones, but names will never

Pusimes-

weotit, . The Pressdemt having made a
1 L

magnificent [gesture to arcnse the adeal

ism of public opinion, busine-s may now
proceed to spoliate suffering humanit,

without any qualmes of conse'ence

The Berkman-Goldman Case
HE mevitable always Rappens. T
was mesttable that Emma Gold-
man and Alexander berkman -hould
receive the limij of the law, and they did
receive the limit in the most outragegue
way—two years each in the Federal
penitentiary, S10,000 fine each and &
threat of deportation upen their release
Their conviction was inevitable  be
cause the govermment wanted to make -
an example of them. ['roceeding on the
foolish assumption that if these agi-
tators were imprisoned, the movemen:
A which they played a magnificent part
wonld  collagise, the | government  acted
acvordingly. It took the jury thirty-six
minutes to render a verdiet. |
The actions of the prosecution in this
case have been peculiarly malignant and
repulsive. A monstrously excessive bail
of $25000 each was imposed upon the
defendants, as a punitive measure and
to make them suffer in jail. After their/

“convictjon, Judge Mayer denied them a

few days during which to arrange their
affairs—again as a punitive measure.
But the most vicious act of all was
seizing $20,000 of the bail money to pay
the defendants’ fines in case it was found
that their money was included in the
money provided for bail! The Judge and
the Federal attorney knew very well
that the idea is preposterous. What is
their purpose, then? [t is to secure the
nawics of the persons that provided th
money for bail, so as to terrorize 1

~ and others from putting up money to

bail owt agitators in the future.
temptible !

Con-

It is futile to denounce the action o
the government. It is worse than futile
to indulge in lampoon and lamentation
Lourageous action against the reaction
is the only fitting answer we can make

e ruling class is much nustaken 18
they imagine they can terrorize the opp’
sition.  We are in the nght 1o stay. Ihe
issues at stake are too great, onr acton s
too important for the future of funda
wental democracy, for us to quail or to
cease our activity,

I'he ight goes on. 1 may have ceased
temporarily in New York, but the organ
izmg and preparations go o In the
meanw hile, the fight breaks oot in the
West and Northwesi.

Do your worst, gentlemen of the reac
tion.  Fill the jails, and when they are
full, build new ones.  Crushed m one
the revolutionary
simply assumes a new form, and s
Onr night

form, movement
tivity goes on in spite of all
i~ ot the fight of a day, but of ages
Yours is a victory out of which anses
nltimate defeat.

c senti 0| iect
HE test of the Conscientions Ob
jector as commng.  The Conseription
Law provides excmption only for Lon
scientiouns  Olbjectors aftibated: wnth a
recogmzed  rehigions creed  whnch doces
not behieve mthe takmg of laman it
Pt thousands upon thousands of regis
trants clammed exemption as Consaen
vows Objectors who are not attibated
with any creed. The government has not
annotmced 1ts pohey toward this clas-

It »
soience as simply an attnbute of the 1

an absurdity o consider con
hgous, Surely the world has progressed
sufticiently to recogmze the obvious fact
that rehgion and condaence do not ne
cssanly  depend  cach dpon the uther
Many a snmg rehgious devotee s an
unmitigated scamp possessed of neithe,
conscience nor ponciples.  Conscience |
a bhuman msunct, and s no more an
mtegral part of rehgion than are morals
the stull
Quakers are automatically exempt under
A particular Quaker may have

been born mto s religion, possess really

Lt absurdny s greater

the law

no conscientious scruples agamst war,
and stull be exempt. Dut here 1s a So-
cialist who has been fighting militarism
and war even before the great catas-
trophe, whose whole life is devoted to
social sefvice: 1s he to be refused ex-
emption simply because he 1s not affil-
jated with any rehigious creed ?

Ihis attutude would® penalize social
service and ideals and promote the bar-
ren rehigion of a creed.  The Quakers
arc essentially selfish; they are not a
proselyting sect, they do not burn with
the tire of the reformer.  lheir's is a
passive creed: let the heathen perish,
we have the truth and shall hive in the
truth. The Seocalist and the non-So-
cialist Conscientious Objector, on the
contrary, is an eminently social being,
whose opposition to war s not based
simply on the dictates of Ins conscience
but on the broad general interests of
humanity. These are the real Con-
scientious  Objectors because their ob-
jections are acquired, not inherited ; be-
cause their principles are universal prin-
ciples with which they seek 1o emanci-
pate the world.

Decide what the govérmmeapt may, the
non-religious Conscientions Objector is
determined to refuse military service.
Threats capnot terrify nor deter him.
He will abide by the decision he has
made,

And this decision is all the more un-
alterable because the non-religious Con-
scientious Objector is ammated primar-
ily by social motives. The fact that in-
volved in his conscientious objections 1s
a great, international social principle up-
on which depends the future of the
world will give him greater strength and
courage to resist and refuse being
drafted into the army.

Nor will the real Cofscientious Ob-
jector accept alternative service. The
acceptance of this
mediately brand his objections as hypoc-
risy. The motives of these Conscien-
tious Objectors are social, and not

The Negro and Unionism

HE East St Louis outrage, in which .

scores of Negroes were brutally
killed and their homes burned, is an in-

cident that canmot be dismissed with the

tereotyped  phrases  damming: Capital-
s for its iniquity.

'nk' responsibility of Capialism is
Hlain, the economic factors olwious. it
there is a responsibility of Organized

Labor involved, a heavy responsibility ‘

that cannot be shirked,

The day after the outrage, the secre-
ary of the local Federation of Labor
ssued a statement condoning the ac-
ons of the murderous mob.  P'residem
nwompers has condoned the part played
by Organized Labor in the outrage on
the plea lh{) the employers are respon-
ible because they imported Negro la-
wr from the south. In so many words,
the justification is that the Negroes
rere l.’lkillx the jnlh of the whites, and
weordingly deserved being killed. This
s a dastardly plea.

White men who take the jobs of strik-
rs are not massacred by the strikers.
Ihey may be intimidated, they may be
assaulted, which under certain condi-
nons may be justiiable action; but they
wre not massacred and their homes de-
stroyed. The A, F. of L. cannot plead
that the Negro is a scab, because the

\. F. of L. refuses to organize the
Negro.  The trades wunions are “job
trusts” which through various methods

exclude the bulk of the workers from
membership.  Their animating purpose
15 1o provide the members with jobs. Dy
excluding the mass of the workers, the
umons of the A, F, of 1. encourage
-Ca’lultf.\.

Instead of orgamzing the Negro and
omtly tighting the employers, the union-
ists of East St Lows expressed a fero-
cous spirit of race hatred and thereby
made proletarian solidarity a still mors
remote thing of the future.

No one demies the shat  of Organized
labor m the outrage—the friends of the
A. F. of L. simply justify it in a variety
ot wWays,

«And worse of all, we find the Socialist
arty, which should be the moral and
mtellectual advance guard of the Work-
ing Class, compromising on thg issue,
remaining silent, or extenuating the
whole affair by a discussion of its “eco-

causes.”

At the recent City Convention of the
Socialist . Party of Greater New York,
a resolution was introduced on the East
St. Lows outrage that indicated the re-
sponsibabity of Organized Labor. The
resolution was rejected, and a compro-
mise resolution adopted : /

“We express our unutterable horror
at  the outrages committed upon
the Negroes in East St. Louis on
July 1 and 2, and we demand that
the perpetrators of these fiendish deeds,
as well as the local authorities who failed
1o give the Negroes sufficient protection,
be prosecuted and punished.”

A characteristic  declaration—sound
and fury, signifying nothing!

The New York Call admits that the
outrage is the consequence of “a fierce
and mtense fight for jobs,” its solution
being “to remove the economic cses.”

Must the Negro wait for the Co-
operative Commonwealth before he can
secure at least a measure of justice? It
15 @ stupid and reactionary attitude. It
plays right into the hands of Capitalism
by dividing the working class along
racial lines. Moreover, it is going (o
keep the Negro away from Socialism by
making him strive to improve his con-
ditions as @ Negro, instead of as a
worker,

a fellow-worker, or the capitalist is go-
ing to pit Negro against white to the
destruction of both.

The unions must be free to all work-

Hﬁh
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ANTON PANNEKOEK

LMOS | three years the war has con-
A tinued, three years of immense suffer-

ings and unbearable pressure, without
practically’ any resistance of the masses. It
would eem strange, after the world opposition
against lesser pressure before the war, that
wow we should all of a sudden have this
slent, inactive obedience and resignation of
the proletariat to hunger, suffering and de-
sruction  And yet it is not strange to those
who see that the class struggle is at the bottom
of lmiﬂl\ﬂl. and know that the class-
arugile is decided by the power of the classes.
The obthreak of the war and the refusal to
fight n, lhq surrender of the leaders to the
bourgevisie, was all an immense defeat of the
proletariat, | Class relations were at omce
changed to the disadvantage of the workers.
The possibility of a class fight was cut off | th:
proletarian masses stood without an ideal,
without light, without hope. Socialism, upon
which they had been relying, the star of their
lives, proved to be either a compromise with
hourgeois politicians for jobs or a phrase
without meaning.

The proletariat passed through the dark
night of the first years of the war, stifled by
its unbéarable misery and increasing -acri-
But gradually a new uprising arose, not
as a return from a temporary crror to the old
wleals, but as a new instinctive practice, agamst
all traditions, against old theores, a. a spon
tancous act of self-preservation agawst de
structive misery—the first beginning of a new
Socialist struggle.

hoees,

The Russian Revolution is the hirst great
revolutionary movement of the people, born of
the world war. That s the reason why it»
character is least simple. It is not a clear-cmt
proletarian revolution, but a movement of the
people, in which different class movements
and oppositions meet together, partly n o
operation, partly opposing one another. Be
canse Russia 15 Jeast advanced for a Social
Revolution, it was first ripe for a revolt of the
people resulting from the misery of the war
Heécause the government was ol \II"A‘!C“U_\
capitalistic, because it could not develop all
the capitahist energy nor all the
powers of the nation mn the service of Impe
rialism, because it was not fully the represent-
ative of the aggressive policy of the bour-
geoisie, therefore it was not stromg enough
.and had 1o give way first.  In other countries
the government has organized the hunger,
declared Henriette Roland-Holst, after the
Revolution in Petrograd, in Russia the gov-
ernment of the Czar was not capable enough
to organize hunger, and unorganized hunger
dethroned Czarism. People can endure living
a year on hunger rations, but three days with-
out any ration at all meant revolt

organize

Added to this, as a second factor, comes the
yight which the Russian Social Democrats (of
the group Lenin, who was most influential in
Petrograd) have fought mncessantly during
the war against the war. This fact again
shows the lower degree of develppment n
Russia, where Socialism had not yet secured
standing as a Party which had something to
lose. Again and again during the last year
strikes broke out in the munitions ndustry,
the fighting spirit prevailed, and that was why
a spontancous hunger revolt could develop
mto an organized revolutionary movement.

As a third factor comes the opposition o.
the Bourgeoisic. We should not over-estimate
this force, the real work being done by the
workers. The Cadets and Octobrists looked
out of the window, as it was expressed by an
English correspendent, they watched Cossacks
and police beating up the workers, and ex-
pected the government to maintain itself; but
when it turned out differently and the revolt
proved successful, they came upon the streets
and headed the Revolution. Nevertheless, the
attitude of the Bourgeoisic has had a great
influence on the Revolution. It has long been
known, that they were strongly opposed to
the Crar, becanse of his inclination towards
2 peace with Germany; and with the support
of the Governments of the Fntente powers,
they i to proclaim a Grand Duke in
the place| of Nicolas at the first favorable
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world empire.
tion is not irreconcilable, in =
the problem being olved by putting democrac;
m the service of Imperialism, accepting the
form without the spiritual content.

:
9

integrating factor the unity of the monarchy

pon (m)'.
the last remnant of the despotism of the
Middle Ages m the midst of free peoples—
such are not only the words of the “idealist”
Wilson in his declaration of war, but a great

am
one of
wards

ness inf the Proletariat; the spell which for
many pears obsessed their minds has been
broken.  Hut in these expectations we over-
look the big difference that may be briefly
expressed as follows : The Russian Revolution
i~ a Bourgeois revolution; the German would
he a Proletarian revolution. In Russia the
Crar has been cverthrown because he could
not fulfill the Imperialistic requirements; in
Cermany, the Boargeoisie is  umited belund
the government and the dynasty, which during
half a cemtury has been the purest represent
ative of the interests of Big Capital. In Ger-
many the Proletariat stands alone against the
vnited power of Bourgeoisie, landed property.
and government, against a unified ruling clas<
That is why a German Revolution when it
breaks loose will have a much deeper meaning
and wider results than the Russian Revolu-
tion could have. This circumstance explains

cisely for this reason we should not hope
too much for a. German revolution. More-
over, the German proletariat had quite a &
ferent expetience during the war than the
Russian Proletaniat : kept from fighting by it
leaders and its Party—the Scheidemanns, a-
well as the group Haase-Ledebour-Kautsky -
a fighting spirit can only develop when it
wberates itself spiritwally from the Social
Democracy, ( both parties, the old and

firing line, and are replaced by women i th-

factories and cities.

And yet, in spite of all unfavorable circum

stances, something is smouldering in  Ger
especially
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)
. Bora was at the right wing of the trench.
HE PLAC THE SKULL i, e e g e e e
and ? be ran toward me. He was. as al-
> ways in battle, smiling, singing, bt
By MILUTIN KRUNICH e wed . . 1 My e
—— Li thing not hear.
. e oz / eutenant in the Serbian Army sehin, ME 54
1 the dynasty cannot secure Victory, then i The old ‘l\"*')— She bemt often, a« though lookin: worry too much, for he felt that my love de and looked it the valley. Two Intle white thing turned white, W like hightning,

bevomes a useless ool 11 the people break
! aown the power of Kaser and Junkers, more
cificiently than n I8, so that it s lm*ell
furever, then capital will accept c-n.dﬂh‘m'
cowmer than leave the power 1o the Proletariat.
It will mot do this whole-he artedly, becanse by
domg so it has ko ite up many ~chemes for
Imgerialistic conguest. g it will prefer o
Rs” heep what it still has, amd save what it can,
Ee v than lose eversthing  hen
peace : for the English Bourgedie will then he
ridd of the fear of 1ts AgRTessive competitor,

Of course, the German Revolution thereby
will wot have been emded, but just started.
How the class-strugile would develop under
those circumstances, and how this would re
act upon other mulllm-'-. up--nl the .en:::

. and npon World Tmperialism, we ¢3
::‘:n) well guess. We are al'!h begin
wing of a period of such far reaching, revolu-
tiomizing worll events, that every example.in

modern world history fails as a comparison

At the same tme that m Europe “the Il"
appested on the wall” writing its warning n
tdoudy letters, Amenca plunges mto the yodd
war as a fresh power. Wilson, the ’.a‘&b-
wever has Pacitism bamed and exposed itself
3o such an extent —appeals 10 s ptu'k iot a
war for liberty and agamst barbarism. When
Fogland three years carber started the strug-
i gle fod liberty, for demwsracy, for culture,
t apmi{mpﬂuh-w viedence, we stugmatized
"4 this as ant there was at least some
3N season for these Iwantriul phrases, n so far
as M Fngland Bourgeons culture and ’ttw.d
iberty were more Joochped than n t-erma.ny.
e ..\Mll’ﬂl.a the ¢wmtry m which during
¢ ections the most corraption
prevals, where during ~tnikes the workers at J
down by armed thugs, where n

FPOCTIsy

unscrupaions

wlarly <hat
:h conflt between capst o and labor th
st nlawful acts of viddence remain un-
pamtshied, where Jabor e wders are kidnapped.
comdemmed and ml‘-llu-ﬂﬂl on admttedly false
jestinan of notoroas crmmals, where the
unemployed ar¢ imprisoned  and maitreated
with refimed cruelty, where personal liberty
and legal security are respected less than in
any other country w the world, except n
Rueva ‘Q‘-?c the Retolution, the country in
comparison lwith which even Prussian police
f -  domination is a model of strict impartiaiity and

: ; humanity—America as the champidn of cul-

ture and freedom !
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rot be narrow. Not the immediate profits, but
~ situation compelled ig to interfere. Although
had been ioto the defen-
submarine war commenced to bring

sive, its
_ stro upon England. America is
‘, much interested in a victory
, 10 inactively permit a peace
s more. As a result of the gen-
n of Europe, America will be-
capitalist country in the
have a voice in
Monroe Doctrine
In the fu-

i

will also get |

cemetery under the lindens was entirely

D.\IKNESS came on rapidly.
dark, but around it was still twilight In
alley the

the v: white mist was lying; from the
valley rose a sullen confused noise.  The
boom of the artillery across the rivgr had

An icy wind began to blow, the
sky the first stars ghmmered, and the moon

the hillsacross the river, Ing,
murky, blood-colored. :

“Cheda, take care that the solders are
1"0'. soon, and | will go 1o the opher
trench to see how much they have dum.”T

When 1 got there the men were m th
trenches. They had tinished.  The sergeart
came to me. ‘

“We are through, sir

“Deep enough? The loopholes  strong
enough? Very well. You will send two yol-

diers who will hold the connection betweyy

the trenches”

“Yes, sir”

“Mirko, 1 have nothing 1o say to you. You
alone know what 15 your duty. | think we
will have a terrible battle to-morrow, but you
are an old soldier and you will know how to
hold your men. One thing.is certam : we mus:
stay here until the last moment.”

“I know it, sir.  Where should we go from
here? This is our place —the cemetery ™ savl
the sergeant quietly, as if he were speaking ol

1 lard my hand on s shoulder

“I know you are a brave man
trust in God!™

Slowly | returned to the other position
The soldiers were in the trenches  They wer:
quietly talking to each other, and one could
see the glimmer of cgarettes  Hayonets pro-
truded here and there from the deep trenche.
and glistened in the moonbght.  Cheda wis
sitting near, his head sk between s <hoatd-
df". his l‘l.‘“’.‘ drawn over e cars

We shail

'Th( MM‘.““- have come X 1 asked
ham.
“Yes, sir”
at the

“Have you put them as | sand two
right side of the trenches, and onc at the
left?”

“Yes, sir
row >
“If they have enough artillery, it wiil b
bad. But if they do not, then we will ks
them as the hail kills teld-mce!

“1 think so o0, sir o

*Where s Bora®”
while)

“There he 15 m the trench, cttmg on th
coftin.”

ﬂ“‘w ?F

“Sitting on the coftin, dreaming as wsnal
The soldier was right m saying the cofim 1.
a real chair”

The wind began 1o blow more strongly. It
was very cold

“Let's ‘go down, Cheda; it will be’ warmer
there. To-morrow you will be at the let
wing of the trench. Bora and | will stay a
the right, but to-night we ¢an be together.”

Then we went down into the trench, mto the
cold, wet, nauseating graves. Some of th
soldiers were sitting in the trench; other-
ing oh the wet ground, sleeping . other .
with their heads leaning agam-t
trench, their guns between
against  their breast-
they were sleeping with open
only rest for the whole mght*
pale their faces, and how ghast

the moonlight! How like the faces of
dead!

We found Bora sitting om a cofim, but be
up when we came.

“What! are you sitting on a corpse
Cheda grimly.

“1 tell you it does not feel, and the heart
my breast does not feel,” answered Bowa very

What do you think of to-mor

I after

I asked
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1 sat down on the coffin, trying to be cali,
but 1 felt a cold shudder run from my feet up
my back and'stiffen my neck. | tried to throw
off my thoughts. | tried to calm myself. Bt
1 was wever wider
1 thought: “1 am sitting n a -
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pointing to something beyond the trench. |
saw that he wished to tell me something, bt
he could not; the words stuck in his throat.
“For Heaven's sake, what is the matter with
you, Bora? Why are you so frightened ™
“What ails him again?’ said Cheda, who
was sitting beside me with his head between
his knees.
" “Do you believe in ghosts™ said Bora,

i
|

© you really take him out that the dog

for somethmg. Omce m a while she woul
straighten herself, and we could hear he: *
moan. As she came quite close 10 ws we coul!
hear her speaking to herseéli = * There is the
grave of Mara,—there of friend Para, here of
Caya, and here must be his™ Al of a sudder
she screamed (oh, a ternible seream’) and fe!!
upon what was left of the new grave of th
soldier.

“It s dug up,—it is broken down, destroy
ed! exclaimed the poor creature, writhin
with grief, stretching her arms  over th
mound  “Why have you dug up his grave
He gave his young hife for s country, bt
15 not yet enough. now he cannot have b
rest. - Why did you not find my heart 1, &
up rather than his grave? Why did you ne
tiest kill me? Jaoj, jaoj! Al destroyed

Have you removed s coffin, have you take

hin omt, have you opened those terrib
wounds on his dead body* Have you - ¥

And not knowing what she was domg, s
stumbled mto the trench. We canght her an
put her down near the coftin,

“Here 15 the coftn,” sad Cheda, almest in
aundibly

She kneeled on the ground and quickly e
over the coftim with her hands,  winsperin
many times, “Here nt a5, bere nt ! The
she shrieked agam, fell on the coftin and lega
1o embrace and Kess o, tremblmg m her ahol
Never in my hfe bad | heard <
Soon they grew less and Jess and dw
avway m a shuddermg moan  Suddenly I
weakened, her arms shipped to the ground, w
she fell, her head striking on the coftiin

Bora drew in s breath wath 4 sharp e~
my sound

Iw nl,\

Crwes

“Dead '™ he whispered

Cheda ran to the woman first and rased e
Her shaw! fell from her head and we could
tm her torehead w
Her eyes were closed

Cheda

her gray sivery har
a wreat red bruse
She
water.”
I ok a camteen and bathed her forehes

"rr.ﬂlu'-, sanl wne

and temples

The soldiers crowded rouned sy I «
hear them whispershg, “That's & mother
Poor woman '™ “Poor mothers -all of ours’

P mally the woman moved, and opesed In
eyes. Uh, dear mother's eves, how ted an!
swollen they were! For a hng tie »

looked round her
returned, she agam put her arms around the

and “then, as consciousiic

coftin, § wed her had upon 3t and whnspere
m the famtest of voices,
son, my tender cluld!

My som, my dea
Ihd they hort you

Is that your son’" acked Bora

“Yes,. ty son, my only ome. le was n
hope, my happmess, my life. When | |
him | could not hive gnyseli T dad not s

the sun, | had Mg eyes: | hd nat w
fowers or smell them, | had hts ooy cheeks

and his hair; | dd not Jove the &y, | had
his forchead; | did not Jove the ney or
sweetness of hife, | hstened to his oo | ded
not care for the whole world, 1 had gentl
hands and his heart of gold' Ob 1 Tad him,
my only one, and that 1s all. He woo my bie
I loved him so much that now | nt loss
sun, flowers, sky, world, hie. AL tew wers
m o | cannot, 1 canmot’” cry ¢ prwr
mpther m superhuman grict " Nan
weep agam ;

fh was more than ternible' It wo mcon
cdivable! The soldiers all left ther places
and gathered round us, round this oor mo
ther. Cheda rose and motioned 1o then to g0
away. They went slowly back 1o the + place.
For a ume | heard them talk and whiger, bt
svon they grew silent; only the mother sul
wept. Presently she rose, took my Land, an |

m a frightened voiee, said,
“Will you destroy his grave entire Wil

ay e

him? Oh, no, no! [ will not permnt ot [ an
here to defend you, my deéar little Leart'
cned the poor woman, clasping the « itm 2+

if she wanted to take 1t to her broost and
carry it somewhere far away

tended him.

“One day—0O God, God! Omne day, when |
came 1o the hospital, | found another wounded
widier. His head was bandaged and he was
Iving perfectly still. | went closer 10 the bed.
Sudenly | sereamed and fell on the floor; |

red I my son. Oh, | cannot tell you al!?
Ihs l% was black, lus eyes closed, and
around it was all blue and red. | Kissed

Tom, 1 spoke to him, | called him, | shook him

" Slowly he raised his. swollen eyelids, anl

Jwowed his beautiful eyes from which he would
pever see any more, and a low pamiul groan
came from his hps. Oh, my poor child! |1
had lost his sight and speech. Oh, | cannoe
tell you all.

“Ome morning | went it the bandag -
room when they dressed his wounds He had
we harr ; his beantiful hair was shaved entirel .
off.  Around his head was a wide-open gah
from which the blood was romnmg. O Gl
God!'  When the doctor pressed his head, s
bngers sunk into the skin as of there was no
e beneath! Jaos' He died after a fen
days, He was never Oh, how
wrrible it was! | was imsane with grief. H
died o my arms without knowing that these
were the hands of lns mother which he love |

v mach and kissed so often

COmsCiOus

O my childeen
can you not see how unhappy | am* | am
el angry at my -native conntry. |, tao, lon
my country.  But when my son has died i
i, oo must die Tt et ife for a mother

withomt ber children. We mothers are nseles
e thes world withcut opr dhldren.  Oh,
I were the only maother who s weeping now

t woul ¢ nothing . but there are a mallion
mothers who are weepmg to-day We wi'l

wul the whole world with our tears, w1t

r mournmg garment we will darken tl
s, and with our sorrows we will porson
te. O God! | beg you to kill me' |
t hwve without b, withoot n

cart, my soml'”
IThe poor woman ceased speaking, and I
weep sadly We I he
f death fel

gan to Wwere  silemt

I

The might dragged s endless length alonig

Ihe Lirst streaks of dawn were appearmg,

when suddenly, over the river, s«omewhere n

the blue mountams, there rang out a hot,
then another, a third, a fourt) Men came
famt whastles, and again four shots some

where on the ngn The soldiers

jumped,
caned on the wall of the trench, and grasped
thewr guns. - It was begmnipg

Fhe worst moments come at the bhegmmng
of the battlke. The soldiers are like drunken
men n darkness. Nothing s known, and no
ene will show his position first. Bt to-day
the fighting developed quickly Ihe Bulga-
nans, proad of thewr victones, wishbd 10 e
entirely quit with thewr brothers” @t once,
andl they began to shoot from all pomts with
their artillery, followmmg the German tactics
wipe out first all before you and then march
through the cleared place

A\t nirst | laughed at their wild shooting,
for the shower of shells exploaled far from us
But nt grew serious. It seemed to me as if a
muddy, tergad river, a ragmg tood, was rnis-
Mg up to swamp us. At first the Bulgarians
had directed their tire only at the valley, wast-
mg  their ammunition. OUr perhaps they
wanted to clear thew way through the valley
by throwing aside the dead in .  They mov-
ed their fire to the pass, and then 1o the town.
Nothing could be more appaliing than to hear
the hissing of the shells, which, as they flew
through the pass like wild horses, lost their
clear whisthing sound, and became dull heavy
thunder that shook the ground Shortly
after, behind us, over the hill back of the old
cemetery, rose a thick bladk smoke.

“They have set the towh on fire, the black
devils ' said Bora.

‘We are their sure victims, but the people
m the town muight fly, and so they wanmt to

Bora knelt beside her, hited her, o bracet—dnish them first,” | said, trembling with anger

her gently, and said 1o her tenderly, 1carly
tears, —
“No! good mother, we will not take out h-

coffin. On the contrary, we are here 10 &
fend it. We love your som ton 1 was
soldier, a warrior, a de r: he was ou

friend.”

The mother looked at Bora a few momen: -,
astonished, with wide-open eyes, as if yhe di
not understand him. Then she fook s hea!
in her hands and began to kiss him passion-
ately,~on his hair, on his forchead, hi. checks,
eyes, chin,—saying,— *

“Oh, | know it. Yes, you are his friend, h.-
comrade. You are a soldier as he was. Ao
you too have a mother, who is now weeping as
I am. You are all my children. Yes, yes, you
are the same as he was, only he is dead, and
you, perhaps, will be to-morrow. Oh, my poosd
children! Have we borne you for th’

I know what you want 1o say.
native country is calling. We have to defend

! !
“And be went with a song on his lips, happ:
in his strength and youth. 1 was proud.

and rage. .
“You see now that it is better that | remain
here,” sard the mother with a sad smule.
Suddenly, before we expected, they turned
their fire on the hills at both sides of the pass.
It seemed to me as if the mouths of many

like a shrill screech, as when the ocean wind
blows through the rigging of a lonely ship.
At the same momen:, the shells exploded with
dreadful rapidity everywhere around us. We
were deafened by the detonations. Imme-
diately after, the wind blew a thick stinging
smoke into the trench, which bit out eyes and

‘suffocated us. And from all directions fell

and thin as a Md It moved quickly
through the valley. | grasped the telephone :
“Hello! Fourth battery!”

Try two cannon with a of
hundred metres.”
“Don't worry,” answered the same voice.

TR

iy
f

pufls of smoke showed there-one of them
yust over the black line

Again | took the telephone,

“Fourth!” ‘

n\'“‘ﬂ

“Correction excellenmt' Now 10 the nighs
and the left from this powm*”

It looked as though the gate of hell had
opened wide behind us.  The white smoke
wreaths appeared with great rapidity over the
black bne. The ranks swerved, wavered, and
broke into many small parts. Some of these
parts were lost i the smoke ;| some were level-
ed to the ground ; all the others ran forward.
From the right side of the pass our artillery
opened up fire, working confusion in the Bul-
gar ranks; but the dark line quickly came
o the dead angle for our artillery

Another line rose from the river. It ap
peared to me that the Bulgarians had directed
all their cannon toward our Peaceful Hill,
trying to find our battery. The shells struck
the old cemetery, working tremendous havoe
The hindens were torn out by the roots and
hurled into the air, the large stones of the
monuments were cracked in pieces, and re-
duced 1o dust. The air was filled with
mingled leaves and ecarth, and everything
shook and trembled in that awful destruction.

The second wave of the Bulgar attack met
the same fate as the first, but though disore
dered, broken, and massed mn small parts, 1t
the valley

made 1its way across Suddenly the

men of thewr first bne rose from among the

bushes, stones, and grass at the fot of our
il When did they creep up

Our outposts at the bottom of the hill re-
treated [ittle by bittle up, the slope

Quick firing! cght hundred metees '™ |
shouted,

Bora ran along the trench crymg the same
\n unspeakable boommg and crashing hegan
Jusy then the third black lne rose from the
Orderly ! |
could, turning toward the old
who had been hidden behind a grave

river cnied, as loudly as 1
cemetery \
soldier
not far away, crept toward me hke a serpent
He was .black with earth and Jeaves, and
streams of dirty sweat ran down s face

(o tell the men at the machmne guns that
| cannt come to give the order to tire

Ihe soldier crept away

Presentiy the machmc-guns began hnng
Lhe sound was hike that o1 a hunared Liepuas
being struck at Ine same moment i he bul
Ihey came wm
Mions, bterally covenng every oot of cartn

Our e and Wat ot
Guickiy torced the hirst hine back, and hew the
A\ swarm ot shels
few over our trencn. It was bke a wiuri-
wind of fhire, it was as 11 the air had become
a tud m which stones, carth, trees, leaves,
clothes, guns, boled and nungied, spiashing
trom ail sides those who were yet alive. We
WETE as N 4 great ketlic of surgng sorror
Our ecars telt as it hot ml had been poured
mto them , our mouths were dry, open, and
full of dirt. Our munds were stunned. bvery
where sounded a tumult of lweaking bones,
crashing, crackhing, sphittngs-mdescribabic
disorder and dreadiul horror.  Lhen, above
the roar of bombs, rang out, heartrending
screams, shrieks of agony, calls lor help, and
the groans of the dyng.

| ran through the trench encouraging the
soldiers. Oh, the unspeakable scenes that |
faced!

One of my men lay m the bottom of the
trench. His head was a crushed)and bloody
mass mingled with the carth, The big black
fellow who dug up the soldier’s grave had
stepped upon this dead body without knowing
it m his excited shooting; with every move-
ment of his great boots the dark red blood
flowed airesh from the crushed body.

A little farther, a soldier rased his left
hand from his gun. It was fearfully burned
by the red-hot barrel
and swollen hand, smiled mditterently, grasp-
ed his gun again, and began to fire.

Sull farther, a soldier was leaning aganst
the wall of the trench, apparently sitting
quietly there. When | looked closely, my
hair rose, my breath stopped. His eyes were
glazed, his mouth open and filled with ecarth;
his breast did not move, Both legs had been
entirely shot away and his body remaine
leaning against the wall like a doll.

Another man was lymng on his arm againsi
the trench. He looked as if he were asleep.

“Shoot " | said and shod. him,

He fell. He was dead.

The wounded were the most heartrending.

¢lr began to fy toward us

e macnine-gun-

secomd . one  siatunary
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| mg mother's heart felt?

He looked at s black-

in two. thing struck me down,
flew above me. A dazzling light shone before
my eyes for an instant, and ther darkness—

me. “But Bora —" he added
Tbklwulnmrl..m,.m“-.“
of icy water

“Bora! 1 cried .

Through the smoke, dust, and ruin | saw him.
There are moments in our lives so horrible,
so incomprehen\ible, o unspeakably terrible,
that we have no jeclings with which to un-
derstand or define them  And yet they are
forever before our eyes

Bora was lying n the arms of the poor
mother. A soldier held his head, which was
nearly severed from lhis body. A dreadiul
wound gaped upon hi  feck: his whole body
seemed so crushed, so shattered, that only his
clothing held n together. The mother was
dumb, stiff and rigid as a stone . She scarcely
breathed. She fixed a constant starmg look
upon the wound, as if she could stanch the
blood with it Her face was frightfully
changed, all twisted and comtorted with hor-
ror Poor, poor mother'! What did you
think at this moment > What had your suffer-
Oh, if you could tel!
this to the world, perhaps the world would
change, would be different . perhaps it would
be beautiful!

Bora did not die at onece

!

Oh, the unhappy

In him was so much life, virile youth
much strength and force, that death aseli
sfopped before him  His beautiful eyes were
il open but forever dead. Tis hair was wet
ith blood. A thin stream of hlood ran from
his nostrils. His mouth opened 1 make a
path for his beautiful soul

I howled like a wounded tiger. | jumped,
raging as if insane and not knowing what |
did. | kicked with all my strength at the
carth before the trench. There is no need for
any shelter now. Something terrible surged
within my breast! It is impossible that they
were men who did this. Why then should |
be a man?

“Shoot! Kill, kill!™ 1 cried hysterically.
Then | seized a gun, but it scemed so little,
so small before my rage, pain, desperation,
and horror that | threw it away. | wished at
that moment that | mught have the thunder
of Jupiter, with which, in one stroke, 1 could
destroy all the murderers of my friend.

The battle raged on. Truly there was no
air! All was chauged, destroyed, heated'
Those who were alive hardly knew if they
were alive. Suddenly, in the midst of this
boom and thunder, rose a terrible shouting
from the valley, which sounded above every-
thing else for a moment. There are no words
or power to describe that sound. One might
say that the devils in hell were singing! It
was the howl of man when he becomes wild,
enraged—when he yearns to drink hot blood.

In the smoky valley, there were no more
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