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=='~""~=-WO weeks before Thanksgiving Day every newspa­
per in Chicago began to tell about it. Mr. H. Har­
rison Browne, they said, President of Browne, John­
son & Company, one of the largest wholesale grocery 
houses in the city, would give away, on the day be­
fore Thanksgiving, a carload of choice country turkeys. 

The amount of free ·advertising Browne, Johnson & Company, 
and Mr. Browne in particular, received upon the strength of this 
bare announcement is almost incredible. Every branch of every 
charity bureau in the city received requests from him for the names 
of families particularly "worthy" to share Mr. Browne's bounty. Sev­
eral ministers mentioned his name in writing their Thanksgiving 
sermons as a man of wealth for other rich men to emulate and for the 
poor to thank God for. 
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386 SkinNY's turkey dinner

All over the city people were asking each other, how many good

sized turkeys go to make up a car-load and everybody declared it

was really very handsome of Browne, Johnson & Company, with

turkeys at 27 cents a pound. It would be a good thing, they de

clared, if he could shame the Beef Trust into being reasonable for

once, instead of holding everybody up during the holiday season.

The city papers gave columns lauding President Browne, and a

sympathetic cub-reporter spent several evenings among the hard

working, underfed people on the West Side, gathering local color

for a Thanksgiving story on Browne's Turkey Dinners.

And fully ten thousand underfed families read about Browne's

car-load of turkeys, and doubted and longed for one of them. The

charity organizations were besieged with requests and pleas for notes

of recommendation to the Browne Distributing Committee and the

subject of universal interest in Packingtown, Bubbly Creek and all

along Halsted street was Browne's free Thanksgiving turkeys.

Now Skinny McCarty was one of the scrappiest boys for his

age, in Bubbly Creek, and he made up his mind to secure one of

these free turkeys for the McCarty Thanksgiving dinner. His father,

Dan McCarty, had been working on half time for so many months

that the family well knew it was their only chance.

Skinny read all the papers and gathered sufficient information

to know that the best way to secure one of the prizes would be to

have a note from the Charity People. And, as Big Dan McCarty

said, '"Skinny was a bye with a turrible nerve." So to the Charity

People he went. From past experience he realized that Miss Thomp

son, the investigator in whose territory he lived, would be the most

likely person to approach.

Miss Thompson had long been prejudiced in Skinny's favor.

When Dan McCarty had been laid off at the time of the advent of

the last new McCarty baby she had found Skinny eager to get a

paper route down town and to go into business. All the McCartys

were cheerful, hard woic'cing, and, as a rule, self-supporting. She

believed in encouraging t.iem.

So when Skinny explained about the "free turkeys" and asked for

a note to Browne's Distributing Committee, he got it. Three times

he was compelled to kick his feet waiting for Miss Thompson in the

Bureau Investigating Room, but the morning before Thanksgiving

Day his patience was rewarded and he returned to Bubbly Creek the

envy of every boy and girl along the Alley.

Five minutes before he reached home, Mrs. McCarty, bending

over her wash-tub, heard his triumphant shrill whistle and the smaller
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McCartys began to expand into the largest grins of which they were 
capable as they flew to meet Skinny. 

This was the morning before Thanksgiving Day. The turkeys 
were to be given away from Browne, Johnson & Company's down 
town wholesale store at four o'clock in the afternoon. So Skinny 
assumed an air of- great importance, ate a slab of bread spread with 
fryings, and departed for the scene of his hopes. 

His mother gave him a nickel to take the car home, for it was 
over five miles to Browne, Johnson & Company's store, and she 
hoped the turkey would be a heavy one. Besides it was not always 
safe for a small inhabitant of Bubbly Creek to parade his worldly 
wealth too freely without possessing the strength of arm necessary 
to protect it. I 

As Skinny strutted proudly down the Alley, Mrs. McCarty took 
her hands from the tub and stood watching him from the basement 
steps and bragged a little to Mrs. Smith, who lived next door, and 
thanked God for giving her such a smart "bye." 

It was a long and interesting walk for Skinny down to Browne's, 
and he enjoyed every step of it. He reveled too in the great masses 
of people that packed State street for nearly a block and swelled over 
and blocked the cars on Randolph. All these people had come 
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hoping to get a free turkey too, but few of them would have notes

from the Charity People. And his boy heart swelled with the pride

of his own cleverness.

Long before three o'clock the crowd had become an impact

mass through which it refused to allow newcomers to pass. But

Skinny had, long before, slowly and laboriously wormed his way near

the side door, where the papers said the Browne Distributing Committee

would give out the turkeys. And still the people came till the whole

street looked like a hive dotted and swarming with bees. At last

Browne, Johnson & Company sent a call to the Police Department

and a little later a squad arrived to clear the streets and disperse the

crowd.

Skinny managed to hold his position near the big doors, and

when the Distributing Committee finally made its appearance he

shrilled instantly,

"I've got a letter from the Charity People; read it. They told

me to give it to you an' you'd give me a turkey. Her name's Miss

Thompson," and he frantically climbed over the rude platform and

thrust the note into a man's hand. So Skinny was one of the first

to receive a turkey.

With a deep sigh of joy, he threw it over his shoulder, holding

firmly to its legs. Then he backed cautiously against the walls of

the building. The air was very cold, but Skinny heeded it not, and

when a few belated policemen appeared driving the crowd before

their clubs, he followed at their backs, out of the crowd, and made

his way to a South Side car.

As it leaked out afterward (though it did not leak far) only five

hundred turkeys were really given away, but Skinny never knew

that, and if he had known, he would only have considered himself

more lucky in securing one.

It was seven o'clock when he arrived home. Supper was on the

table and a roaring fire in the stove, and the beaming smiles of his

mother and the smaller McCartys sent Skinny's spirits skyward in

an ecstacy of pride and joy.

The turkey was hung on a nail outside the window, in the cold,

but in full view from within. And Skinny persuaded Tim to sit in

his place at the table so that he would not be compelled to tear his

eyes from the lovely sight.

At eight o'clock came Dan McCarty home to dinner. Often it

is not enough that a man shall work on "half time" but he must need

work over hours to get out the job the boss wants done. So it was

with Dan, but the smiling face of his wife and the grins on the faces

of the children told him, at once, that Skinny had secured a turkey
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"Well, Bye," he said, after he had soused his face in the tin

basin at the sink, and seated himself at the table, "I'm sure glad you

got it."

"You'll sure be a success in loife, if you kape on gittin' things

you wants, loike you do now."

And proud and very red in the face, Skinny brought the treasure

into the kitchen that the whole family, and his father in particular,

might feel the heft of it and admire his smartness. Never in all his

eleven years had Skinny accomplished a feat like th'is.

 

While Dan ate his supper, Mrs. McCarty sat beside him and the

little McCartys chattered while Skinny walked about, alone, too big

to play with the children (in the light of the day's work) and not old

enough to sit beside his father. But all the joy and pride of a first

success were his.

But the fire grew hot and Mrs. McCarty arose and began to

clear off the dishes, as Dan wiped his mouth on the back of his hand

and reached for his pipe.

"There's a tumble smell in here, Mary," he said, as he sniffed

with his head in the air, while he filled it.

"There's sure somethin' dead in this kitchen, an' be the smell

of it, I'd say it'd been dead a LONG time."
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"Perhaps it's a rat," suggested Mrs. McCarty, while the children

looked under the stove and poked behind the coal box. But there

was no need to search long, for the heat from the kitchen stove had

thawed the frozen treasure and an unmistakable odor of decayed

flesh arose from the sink. Alas for the hope and faith we may have

had in the philanthropy of the large advertiser! They are on the way

to a severe set-back, for the turkey—Skinny's prize turkey—was bad

beyond the hope of eating on that Thanksgiving Day.

We cannot tell the history of that fowl, whether his days had

been many or whether they were few, we only know—for Browne

explained to the Charity Organizations afterward, that he had been

"shamelessly cheated by the packing company." They had unloaded

a lot of spoiled fowls upon him, taking advantage of his confidence

and sent a number of turkeys spoiled in a wreck the previous summer

on the T. and P. R. R., between Joplin, Mo., and Kansas City.

But Skinny was very young and full of hope. He refused to be

lieve the evidence of his senses.

"All turkeys smell that way," he declared at first, and it was

only when his father had forcibly separated him from the prize he

thought he had won, that the truth penetrated his brain and the iron

entered his soul. His mother said the turkey was bad ; the other

children said it SMELLED bad; and his father insisted,

"It was turrible ROTTEN."

So it was, that amid a storm of tears and with deep regret, that

Dan McCarty deposited the turkey in that portion of the Alley where

the scavengers are supposed to remove refuse, and Skinny McCarty's

first illusion was destroyed.

He went to bed crying and fell asleep with the tears still wet

on his cheeks, while Big Dan and his wife talked it over, and sighed

and wondered if they couldn't afford a turkey dinner after all.

"We might," said Mrs. McCarty in despair, at last, "we MIGHT

get a RABBIT." But just then Big Dan thought of a way.

At two o'clock on Thanksgiving Day, garbed in their very best,

Dan McCarty, his wife on his arm, and all the children began their

long walk to Halsted street. With their free hands, Dan and Mary

clutched the fists of Mamie and little Pete and kept them from fall

ing over themselves. Kate piloted Buddie, and Skinny marched

proudly before with a wary eye on Nick. For the moment, the

tragedy of yesterday was forgotten by Skinny, in the joy of a new

pair of shoes.

"You shall all have TURKEY for dinner," Big Dan had declared

and Big Dan meant it. So the kiddies squirmed around and gal
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loped along risking their own limbs and the equilibrium of their fond

parents.

At Mike's Place they all spilled noisily into the Family Entrance,

and such a squeaking of chairs and pushing of tables there was that

Mike himself stuck his head through the swinging doors to see what

the trouble was.

"Well, well," he said heartily, looking from one expectant face

to another, "If it ain't Big Dan McCarty," and he nodded to Mrs.

McCarty and mussed the childrens' hair.

"Mill runnin' on full time yet?" asked Mike. Big Dan said "No,

'bout half toime," and ordered three beers, "an* a little of that Free

Lunch for the kids."

"SURE!" Mike said, and disappeared through the swinging doors.

He stayed so long that Dan began to fear he had forgotten the order,

when the bar-keep's helper appeared staggering beneath a load that

caused the small McCartys to squirm off their seats with joy!

For the helper bore a huge tray and upon that tray were there

many plates, piled high with good things. Turkey there was—a

whole leg for each one of the children, and mashed potatoes, pickles,

bread and butter and CRANBERRY sauce!

Then began such a clatter of knives and forks and such a

smacking of lips as would drive a hungry man green with envy.

When the last crumb had been forced downward and Mrs. Mc

Carty had straightened Tim's tie, and washed Buddie's face and

hands and rebuttoned Katy's dress, Dan permitted Mamie to press

the button. A moment later Mike's red face appeared.

"Won't you come in and have a drink with us?" Big Dan asked,

"It was sure a swell feed you're handin' out today." "Purty

fair grub," Mike nodded. "No," he shook his head, and waved aside

the money Big Dan had laid on the table.

"You're money ain't good here TO-DAY. What'11-it-be ?"

"Beer," said Big Dan ; "beer," said Mrs. McCarty, and Mike once

More disappeared behind the swinging doors.

"Gee!" said Big Dan leaning toward Mary. "Mike's a hell-of-a

foine fellow!"

"It's the folks whose fathers leave them

heaps of money—folks who never have to

stand on their own legs, who are always so

free with moral talk to the hungry ones."—

From "Out of the Dump."



The General Strike in Sweden

By J. O. Bentall.

 

' C. H. THOLIN

"AmericanJDelegate ofiSwedish Strikers _ d

OU have refused to come to time. We therefore re

fuse to give you employment. We close our factories

and we would like to know what you are going to do

about it.

This was substantially the declaration of the Em

ployers' Association of Sweden to the 160,000 workmen

it engaged.

The answer from the workers came firm and unflinching: "You
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have declared a lockout against 160,000 ; we declare a general strike by

280,000."

The general strike in Sweden is unique.

There has been nothing like it in the history of the world. It is

therefore necessary to give a resume of its main features.

For some time the workers in Sweden have been organizing and

educating themselves. They have occupied the field with two distinct

forces.

I. THE INDUSTRIAL" FORCE.

Realizing what the workers all over the world have realized for

some time, that to secure conditions where an existence is possible the

workers must unite in organized form, the men in the different trades

set themselves to the task of effecting such organizations as would afford

them as much self protection as possible under existing industrial and

political conditions. Every trade therefore was thoroughly organized.

The farm hands, even, followed their brothers in the factories and made

their union as strong as the strongest.

But they did not stop with the organization of the individual trades

unions. All these—the machinists, blacksmiths, miners, carpenters, brick

layers, weavers, paper and saw mill workers, celluloid and textile laborers,

printers and street car men, shoemakers, glass blowers and all others—

linked themselves together into one strong unbroken chain called the na

tional organization (Lands organization).

When therefore any individual worker or group of workers were im

posed upon or demanded improvement in working conditions, shorter

hours or higher wages, their grievance or demand was carried to the

local union, and if the difficulty could not be settled there, this local union

appealed to Lands organization.

This thorough form of organization has enabled the workers of

Sweden to enforce many of their demands. The union had become so

strong that it was generally feared by the employers.

II. THE POLITICAL FORCE.

While the unions thus strengthened themselves and became more

and more a power in the hands of the working class the political field

was not by any means neglected.

Sweden being a monarchy was slow to grant the people any partici

pation in governmental affairs. It was only by persistent effort that the

workers were given some rights of suffrage. Property qualifications

have been adhered to and only by degrees has the male portion of the

population been allowed to vote for members of the Riksdag.

The popular demand for unlimited suffrage has been so strong that

a new law has just been passed providing that all men over twenty-one
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years of age shall be allowed to vote. This has encouraged the workers

to ask for more and a strenuous campaign began to be waged for the

suffrage of women as well.

Very little protest on the part of the ruling class would have been

raised against granting the women the ballot had it not been for the fact

that the proletariat was rapidly drifting into Socialism. Even under the

old law the socialists have constantly added new members to the Riksdag

until now thirty-five seats are held by them. It is generally granted that

at the next election, when all men may vote, the socialists will capture at

least seventy-five seats.

Thus the working men of Sweden have organized thoroughly, both

industrially and politically.

But that is not all. The industrial organization and the political

organization work hand in hand. To be a union man means of course

to be a Socialist. Over 50 per cent of the union men are dues-paying

members of the socialist party and 99 per cent of the remainder vote the

socialist ticket.

In order to destroy the Socialist movement and the entire labor

organization, the employers took advantage of the industrial depression

when the unemployed were numerous, threatening a general lockout if

the workers would not submit to a reduction in wages.

In three different industries, and in rather insignificant places, wage

reductions of a slashing character were dictatorially ordered. The in

creased cost of living made it entirely out of question to submit to them.

On August 2nd, therefore, a general lockout was declared and the

workers were informed that they could not come back until after an

unconditional surrender.

The representatives of organized labor at once convened. It was

plainly seen by the workers that not only was the result of 25 years of

struggle for a human existence endangered, but the very existence of the

organization. The last and most powerful means of defense had to be

resorted to—the general strike. This was ordered on August 4.

Not only did the organized workers vote almost unanimously to

cease work, but even the unorganized men to the number of 100,000

went out with their fellows.

This tied up practically every industry. Bakeries and meat shops,

street car lines and liveries, stores and freight houses, shops, mills and

factories—everything was at a standstill. Railroad employes were not

called out because they are mostly engaged by the government and get

a pension after a certain period of service, but they had nothing to do,

as all production and handling had ceased. They only drew their pay.

This cessation of work was too much for the owning class. The
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rich could not secure their living and their stomachs began to feel the

pangs of hunger.

The desire to misrepresent the situation was frustrated by the

walkout of the typographical union. No daily papers could therefore

be issued, except in letterhead size produced by mimeograph. The only

daily paper regularly issued was "Svaret" (The Answer) sent out by

Lands organizationen.

From the very beginning the unions arranged for committees to

keep the workers peaceable when attacked by riot makers sent by the capi

talists. It was therefore impossible to incite to riots and so no excuse

for interference by the government could be found.

This angered the employers to such an extent that they demanded

that the King send out the militia to charge on groups of strikers. But

even this failed, for two regiments, ordered to fire into gatherings of

workers refused and stacked their guns saying: "These men do no

harm and we will not shoot our brothers without cause."

In several of the larger cities the mayors are socialists. This is the

case in Stockholm, the capital of Sweden. The police can therfore not

be used by the employers in harassing the strikers. When the govern

ment placed the constabulary as guard over the workers in the gas and

electric plants they responded by saying that they would leave the plants

unless the constabularly was withdrawn. The demand of the workers

was obeyed at once.

After six weeks of the strike 150,000 workmen were ordered back by

the union, because they had then demonstrated the ability of the unions

to control the situation. The command from Landsorganizationen is

always obeyed. No strike breakers have been imported and no strikers

have broken with the union.

The last cablegram from Landssekretariatet is as follows:

Stockholm, Sept. 29, 1909.

"Attempts to arbitrate stranded—Employers' terms unacceptable.

Struggle continues with all the power the Swedish workingmen can

command. Only hunger can compel our members to go back. We ap

peal for continued support. Inform Tholin and Sandgren.

"Landssekretariatet,

"Lindquist."

As soon as it became known that the strike had to continue, Lands-

sekentariotet, the executive council of Landsorganisationen, sent C. H.

Tholin to represent the strikers in the unions of America. Mr. Tholin

has been speaking in all the larger cities in this country and the work

ers everywhere have responded liberally. Germany, France, Norway,
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Denmark, Finland, England and other countries have given generous

support, thus enabling the strikers to hold out.

After two months and a half not a break has been made in the ranks

of the Swedish strikers, not a riot has been precipitated, not a drop of

blood spilt. The union is stronger than when the strike started, and the

capitalists are frantic because of the tremendous loss and because of

their inability to break the strike.

The workers in Sweden have demonstrated what can be done when

labor unites solidly in the industrial and political field and make the two

forces act in harmony guided by intelligence and intensified by deter

mination. I

Now and then the workers are victorious,

but only for a time. The real fruit of their

battles lies, not in the immediate result, but

in the ever expanding union of the workers.

This union is helped on by the improved

means of communication that are created by

modern industry, and that place the workers

of different localities in contact with one an

other. It was just this contact that was

needed to centralize the numerous local strug

gles, all of the same character, into one na

tional struggle between classes. But every

class struggle is a political struggle. And

that union, to attain which the burghers of the

Middle Ages, with their miserable highways,

required centuries, the modern proletarians,

thanks to railways, achieve in a few years.

* * * * Though not in substance, yet in

form, the struggle of the proletariat with the

bourgeoisie is at first a national struggle. The

proletariat of each country must, of course,

first of all settle matters with its own bour

geoisie.1—Communist Manifesto.



Punch and Judy 

(Cartoon from Chicae.o Tribune) 

S the Review goes to press preparations are being 
made in El Paso, Texas, for the dinner to be served 
upon the bridge that spans the Rio Grande at El 
Paso, at which President Taft will shake the hand 
of Porfirio Diaz. 

There will be much ceremony at this little din­
ner for two. According to present plans, each president is to be 
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quartered close to the end of the bridge that touches his own coun

try, and at a given hour to proceed to the middle of the structure.

At that point a banquet table is to be spread exactly on the interna

tional boundary line. Each president is to sit and dine in his own

country. The bells will ring; the bands will play; the people will stare

and the Secret Service men of Taft and the soldiers of Diaz will

regard everybody with suspicion.

For this meeting is taking place in defiance of the protests of

the people of Texas, in spite of the appeals of editors and readers

of papers and magazines all over the country. All along the border

states, great mass meetings are welcoming Mother Jones and protest

ing against the alliance between Diaz and the United States Gov

ernment which continues to violate our constitutional rights of

asylum.

But the real hands that pull the strings of these two servant-

presidents, the hands that arranged this little love feast—are the

hands of the American capitalist. Very close commercial relations

have developed between Mexico and the United States, particularly

at the borderland, within the past decade. And Mexico is even a

more fertile field for the exploitation of labor than Pennsylvania.

It is a heaven for capitalism just as it is to-day, and the capitalists

do not propose to allow a small band of half starved revolutionists

to destroy the Diaz autocracy.

A correspondent from Mexico writes: "Diaz and his little

oligarchy have put the greater part of the natural resources of the

country into the hands of foreign capitalists, while they gobble up the

ready cash. The central government's only concern is the taxes and

the army.

"Popular elections are unknown. Diaz names every one of the

state governors, who, in turn, name the governors of the towns.

By these governors thousands of men have been murdered ; property

has been confiscated and women outraged. They regard their ter

ritories as so much field for plunder.

"The school system is almost extinct. And what still remains

has fallen into the hands of the clergy whose only aim is to hold

the people in ignorance and to bilk them out of the little money they

may possess. Most of the people are illiterate.

"In the face of all these difficulties it seems incredible that Mexico

should be seething with revolutionary activities. But this is the

case."

It would seem that Diaz, as Chief of Police at the head of his

own army, is doing better work for the capitalist class than Taft,
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the figure-head, has ever done. John Kenneth Turner, in the Octo

ber number of the American Magazine, gives further reasons why

the large commercial interests should regard with fear and horror

any change in the policy of the Diaz regime. Mr. Turner says:

"Mexico is a country without political freedom, without freedom of

speech, without a free press, without a free ballot, without a jury sys

tem, without political parties, without any of our cherished guarantees

of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. It is a land where there

has been no contest for the office of president for more than a genera

tion, where the executive rules all things by means of a standing army,

where political offices are sold for a fixed price, where the public school

system in vast districts is abolished because a governor needs the

money.

********

"I found Mexico to be a land where the people are poor because

they have NO rights, where peonage is the rule for the great mass,

and where actual chattel slavery obtains for hundreds of thousands.

Finally, I found that the people do not idolize their president, that the

tide of opposition, dammed and held back as it has been by the army

and the secret police, is rising to a height where it must shortly over

flow the dam.

********

"Slavery is the ownership of the body of a man, an ownership so

absolute that the body can be transferred to another, an ownership that

gives to the owner the right to take the products of that body, to starve

it, to chastise it at will, to kill it with impunity. Such is slavery in the

extreme sense. Such is slavery as I found it in Yucatan, Mexico.

********

"Don Joaquin Peon informed me that the Maya slaves die off

faster than they are born, and Don Enrique Camara Zavala told me that

two-thirds of the Yaquis die during the first year of their residence in

the country. Hence the problem of recruiting the slaves seemed to me

a very serious one. Of course the Yaquis are coming in at the rate

of 500 per month, yet I hardly thought that influx would be sufficient

to equal the tide of life that was going out by death. I was right in

that surmise, so I was informed, but I was also informed that the

problem of recruits was not so difficult after all.

" 'It is very easy,' one planter told me. 'All that is necessary is

that you get some free laborer in debt to you and then you have him.

Yes, we are always getting new laborers in that way.'

"The amount of the debt does not matter, so long as it is a debt.

"The slaves of Yucatan, Mexico, get no money. They are half

starved. They are worked almost to death. They are beaten. A large

percentage of them are locked up every night in a house resembling a

jail. If they are sick they must still work. They are not permitted the

services of a physician. * * * There are no schools for the children.

Indeed the entire lives of people are ordered at the whim of a master.

* * * I have heard numerous stories of slaves being beaten to death,

but I never heard of an instance in which the murderer was punished

or even arrested. The police, the public prosecutors and the judges
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know exactly what is expected of them, for the men who appoint them

are the planters themselves.

"The slaves rise from their beds when the big bell in the patio

rings at 3 :4s o'clock in the morning and their work begins as soon

thereafter as they can get to it. Their work in the fields ends when it

is too dark to see any more, and about the yards it sometimes extends

until long into the night."

A persistent rumor is afloat that the Steel Trust will start work

on a $50,000,000 steel plant in Mexico within the next few months.

And we see every reason to credit it. It looks to us as though a land

where it is unnecessary to pay workingmen enough to rear families;

where men may be worked out—killed within a few years, and a fresh

supply at hand—and no press to tell of the outrages—would appeal

strongly to the BIG business men, with the BIG business instinct.

There are few lands left in the world which offer such tremen

dous advantages to the industrial capitalist as Mexico and the small

Latin republics of Central America. The Chicago Tribune says in

the Sunday issue of September 26th, 1909 :

"Diplomats are well aware of a tacit but some day to be formal

agreement between Mexico and this country to maintain peace among

the bickering Latin republics of Central America."

Verily, verily, all things give way before the Great American

Capitalist. Kings, Czars, Emperors, Sultans and Presidents receive

him, consult him and, permitting him to secure control of the industries

of other countries, at last bend the knee.

For it is now, as always, the men who possess the economic

power who dictate to the State and the representatives of the state.

The state is only a committee serving the interests of the real eco

nomic rulers.

So it is in Mexico. President Diaz is permitting big capital to

entrench itself industrially in Mexico. Our correspondent writes us,

from Mexico that Diaz is growing rich in the granting of these fa

vors to capitalism. But economic power once relinquished, the eco

nomic kings attain the rank of masters. And woe to the little presi

dents in Mexico or Central America who refuse to serve the Lord

Economic! For the Government will step forth in its capacity as

guardian of class interests and put "the lid on the little nations" under

some trumped-up pretext—and put a new servant-president into

power.

It is well to understand that neither the Punch nor Judy of this

little show are "making history" to-day but that the newer methods

in machine production are remaking the kingdoms, autocracies, em

pires and republics, are changing the national boundaries, institu

tions and religions of the world to-day.
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And that is not all. With the machine process everywhere arise

vast armies of proletarians. With the growing strength of the capi

talist class, the song of revolution begins to swell from nation to na

tion. For capitalist society bears the seed of its own destruction. It

is digging its own grave. Even now in blood drenched Mexico the

fires of revolution burn more fiercely day by day. Let us stand

leady to help our struggling brothers in Mexico, for their battles

are our battles; their victories are our victories and it is only by

presenting a solid, united front to those in economic power that the

working class can hope to win its way to economic freedom.

The executive of the modern State is but a

committee for managing the common affairs

of the whole bourgeoisie. * * * * The

need of a constantly expanding market for its

products chases the bourgeoisie over the whole

surface of the globe. It must nestle every

where, settle everywhere, establish connections

everywhere.—Communist Manifesto.



Unionism and Socialist Politics

By B. E. Nilsson.

 

HICH is of greater importance to the socialist move

ment, politics or unionism? What position should

middle-class socialists, especially "socialist intellect

uals," hold in the socialist movement? However

unlike these two questions may appear, they are in

reality only one problem stated in two ways. As

this problem is keeping the whole international socialist movement

divided in two opposing camps, it is utter folly to regard it as a

trifle that can be settled by silence ; we should rather seek the cause

of division and use our utmost efforts to remove it, which means that

we should discuss the problem until we understand it.

The "Appeal to Reason" frequently uses the phrase "Let the

nation own the trusts," thereby expressing a conception of the future

form of government which is more or less distinctly accepted by John

Spargo in "The Common Sense of Socialism," by Isador Ladoff in

"The Passing of Capitalism," and by various other "socialist leaders"

in short articles which appeared in the Saturday Evening Post a few

months ago. In fact "Let the nation own the trusts" is the slogan

of middle-class socialism, the watchword in the political camp.

On the other hand, the position of the proletarian socialist is

well stated in this sentence, quoted from the preamble to the consti

tution of the I. W. W. : "The army of production must be organized,

not only for the everyday struggle with the capitalists, but also to

carry on production when capitalism shall have been overthrown. By

organizing industrially we are forming the structure of the new society

within the shell of the old."

The difference between the two positions is this: "Let the

nation own the trusts" implies that the socialist government will be

built on the same geographical plan on which the present government

is built, and that this socialist (?) government shall control the indus

tries; thus making the system of production conform to the present

geographical plan of government. The proletarian idea is that the

future government must be constructed according to the classification

of industry, thus creating a new plan of government to fit the modern

method of production.
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Just as these two different conceptions of socialist government

lead to the adoption of different tactics, so they are the products of

different processes of reasoning, due to different material environ

ments. "Ideas do not fall from heaven," they are the product of

experience; hence where there is a difference of experience, there

must also be a corresponding difference of opinion.

The present middle-class was at one time the economically and

politically dominant class, and in those days of glory it created a

political state after its own image. When the present ruling class,

the plutocracy, had, by means of its improved methods of production,

acquired economic supremacy, it took possession of the political

state by right of economic conquest. But aside from its loss of eco-

romic and political importance, the middle class makes its living in

pretty much the same way as it did formerly; the change in its living

conditions is less than in the case of any other class. For this reason

the middle class must carry a heavier burden of antique ideas than

any other class; and it clings the more to the idea of the political state,

because that is its own masterpiece. In short, the middle class loves

the state as its own intellectual offspring.

Farmers, shopkeepers, professional men and countless other varie

ties of the middle class, are only indirectly connected with modern

industry as operated by the great capitalists, and they can have no

voice in the control of industry except through the medium of the

political state; hence, when such men absorb the revolutionary theory

of collective control of the machinery of production, they regard the

state as the necessary medium of such control.

Their own productive labor being individual, and as such exempt

from collective control, they yet want a voice in the control of the

collective, or social, labor with which they have nothing to do, and

which they know nothing about. They want undisturbed control

of their own individual labor, and they want to utilize their surplus

wisdom in instructing the industrial proletariat how to perform social

labor. To make this possible, the political state is absolutely indis

pensable.

Industrial wage-workers have no especial love for the political

state, they know it as an abstract idea which sometimes materializes

into jails, clubs, bayonets and bullets. They had nothing to do with

the making of the state, and have had nothing to do with its perform

ances after it was made. Their struggle to make a living leaves them

no time to study the political game ; at most they compare the plat

forms of the different political parties, and vote for that party which

promises the largest and fullest dinner pail. But while their knowl

edge of politics is extremely limited, they know quite a good deal



404 UNIONISM AND SOCIALIST POLITICS

about industry. Their very first experience in industry teaches them

that specialized knowledge is absolutely essential in modern produc

tion; they must know the work they have to do, and they are not

permitted to meddle with work they know nothing about; further

experience only gives further proof that this rule is necessary, not only

in regard to their own work, but also in regard to the work of the

various bosses and officials over them.

Occasionally some college graduate, with a world full of knowl

edge about nothing in particular, is appointed to boss their work,

then they quickly learn that even a good-natured ignoramus can be

a worse boss than a slave-driver who knows his business. A college

graduate, who knows everything except the work he has to do, makes

a bum boss.

When a wage-worker hears about Populism, or Hearst-ism, or

any other ism that advocates government ownership of industries,

his reasoning will be about like this: Government ownership of

industry would mean that industrial boss jobs would be political

jobs; even a wage-worker knows that political jobs are spoils that

belong to the political victors; hence, if government ownership of

industries should become a reality, it is only natural that those who

helped the most to bring about this condition would be the ones

to fill the most important industrial jobs. Our wage-worker will then

begin to look for his future boss, and he finds that populism is com

posed of farmers, lawyers, doctors and other middle-class men, all

equally unfit to be his boss; all may be classed with the college gradu

ate I haye mentioned; the same thing applies to Hearst-ism, except

that this ism presents a greater variety of industrial ignorance.

When the wage-worker turns to socialism and finds such men as

Debs and Haywood, who have had actual experience in industry, he

sees readily where they could be useful in industry; but on closer

investigation he discovers that socialists, who really know something

about industry, have long since abandoned the idea of placing it under

the control of a political state.

Thus, even among socialists, he finds that only those who know

nothing about industrial production, are anxious to place it under

national control ; he therefore concludes that a vote for national own

ership of trusts is a vote for inefficiency in the management of

industry.

The closest study of socialism will only convince the wage-worker

that this conclusion, which he has reached without knowing anything

about socialism, is essentially correct.

The average wage-worker would like to have a voice and vote in

the election of his own boss and in the making of rules and regula
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tions to govern his own shop, for in that case he could speak and

vote intelligently; but he has no desire to show himself as a fool, as

he would most certainly do if he should try to elect bosses, and make

rules for a shop which he knows nothing about. He knows the limi

tations of his knowledge, wherein he is far in advance of the middle

class political socialist.

The proletariat rejects the idea of national ownership of trusts,

because, under such a system, the administration of industry could

i'Ot be democratic without losing its present efficiency.

Why does the idea of a socialist state lead to parliamentary tac

tics? That is an easy question. If socialism has nothing else to do

but to elect socialists for those political offices which are now occupied

by capitalists, or the hirelings of capitalists, then a political party is

the only organization that is needed. If a purely political victory is

possible, it follows that the more we concentrate our effort to that

end, the sooner will that victory be won; it also follows that any

socialist organization, other than the Socialist party, will, by prevent

ing concentrated political effort, greatly delay the desired political

victory. Hence the purely political socialist consistently opposes the

agitation for socialist unionism.

The reasoning of the industrial proletariat is also correct. What

wage-labor wants is to control industries, not through the medium

of the political state, but more directly by means of an economic

organization, which can hold its elections in the workshop rather than

anywhere else. That economic organization is now in existence, it

does not have to be invented or created. The capitalists have already

organized industrial wage-labor into an army of production which it

has officered with bosses, who are slaves in relation to the capitalists,

but autocrats in relation to labor. This army of production is exactly

the form of organization we need, it will fill all our requirements just

as soon as the autocratic boss-rule has been abolished; we merely

want to exchange despotism for democracy. But, like the poor Fili

pinos, we are incapable of self-government; we lack the necessary

training; therefore we organize unions to serve as training schools.

Looking on the unions from this point of view, it is clear that the more

closely they correspond to the productive army officered by the bosses,

the better will they serve that purpose.

Whatever transformation a political party may bring about must

be limited by its political form of organization, therefore socialist

policies can not abolish the state; but the abolition of the political

state, or its subordination under an industrial government, is one of

the main conditions for the emancipation of the proletariat; hence, the
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proletariat must organize in a non-political—or non-geographical—

organization.

There is yet another tactical difference which springs from that

difference of conception of the socialist government. Those "leading"

socialists in the Saturday Evening Post were not agreed about pay

ing for the means of production, but they were all sure that the

socialization of industry would be a slow, very slow, evolution. That

is quite a natural idea, for leading middle class socialists. They are

socialists more from fear of what may happen to them in the future

than from discontent with their present condition. If their brand of

socialism becomes dominant, they think their future will be safe;

on the other hand, they will remain in their present position of

superiority towards the proletariat as long as that process of sociali

zation can be made to last. But how they expect to get the support

of wage-labor for such a program, or how they can think that wage-

labor—after overthrowing the now dominant class—should quietly

remain in misery and poverty while a gang of politicians "evolute"

industrial title-deeds—well, that beats me.

We proletarians want the full product of our labor, we also want

to take charge of the industries in which we work, and we are going

to get these things as soon as we have the power to take them ; when

we have got what we want the title-deeds will be quite empty, so we

won't care how they "evolve" nor who keeps them.

If the position of those "leading" socialists—which is also the

position of the Socialist Party and the Socialist Party Press—is right,

then the future society will be another class-society, in which the

present middle class will be dominant, in which case wage-labor would

have no interest in the revolution and should rather save its energy

for the next time. But that would imply that socialist teachings are

entirely incorrect. We may therefore assume that the proletariat will

be the principal element in the revolutionary force, that the revolu

tion will be carried out according to proletarian ideas, and that future

society must meet the requirements of the proletariat. It is there

fore up to "leading" socialists to revise their ideas about the future

state, about the importance of unionism, and about the revolutionary

process. When they have done that, they may become really useful

to the socialist movement.

I am not one of those who would like to exclude the middle

class from the Socialist movement. I know that middle class intel

lectuals were teaching socialist economics long before the proletarian

ranks held men who were competent to do so. I know that even now

socialist intellectuals are discussing questions and problems, that are

of great importance to the movement, but which the proletariat has
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so far neglected to study. Socialist intellectuals have an important

place in the movement; but when they attempt to manufacture

ready-made ideas for proletarian consumption, they place themselves

in the same category as a Ruskin, a Henry George, or a Hearst, and

the revolutionary proletariat rejects their services because it has had

more than enough of would-be saviours.

Nor am I opposed to socialist politics. When socialist parties

came into existence, a socialist labor union would have been utterly

impossible; but without some kind of organization there could have

been no systematic propaganda, and as a political party is especi

ally adapted for propaganda purposes it was but natural that the

socialist organization should take that form, and the fact that the

party propaganda has many times multiplied the strength of the

socialist movement is sufficient vindication for the socialist parties

as a means of education.

It is in regard to the purely political work that I differ with the

socialist politicians.

From the very nature of capitalist politics, the Socialist Party

can never help to make laws that will benefit labor, all it can be

expected to do is to prevent the making of laws that would injure

labor; it could never use any part of the political machinery to help

labor, but it may prevent the capitalists from using that machinery

against labor. When a socialist is elected to a political office he

becomes, as it were, a defective or misfit part of the capitalistic

machinery of oppression—he does not fill the capitalistic require

ments. Thus socialist politics is a negative force which, in order to be

effective, must be balanced by a positive force, that is, by the posi

tive power of unionism.

The capitalists would never need the political machinery for the

purpose of oppressing labor, if it were not for labor's tendency to

united action on the industrial field. So long as that tendency is

hampered by lack of organization, or, still worse, by an antiquated

form of unionism, the capitalists find the now existing laws amply

sufficient to keep the workers near the starvation limit of oppression.

It is only when labor is so well organized that it can engage in an

economic conflict with a good chance of success that the capitalists

feel the urgent need for new laws to restrain labor; it is only then

they begin to invent new ways of using the political machine; if,

at such a time, they should find the political machine out of order,

there would be nothing for them to do but fight it out on the eco

nomic field, and win or lose, according to their economic strength.

To successfully carry out such a political program requires

men who know every move in the political game, and such men are
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few and far between in the ranks of wage-labor; the middle class so

cialists on the other hand, are especially fitted for that kind of work.

As a rule they tried other political parties before they became so

cialists, they therefore have the political experience; and most of

them have that special middle class education, that is so useful in

parliamentary politics.

The fact that the labor unions in this country are not ready to

take their part in the revolutionary program is largely due to the

other fact that the Socialist Party has been controlled by middle class

men who do not understand the importance of unionism. Even now,

when industrial unionism—or Syndicalism as it is called in Europe

—is the topic of the day, political socialists discuss it—if they think

if worth while to discuss it at all—like they would a new brand of

cigarettes or something equally important.

The ridiculous attempt to remain neutral in the struggle be

tween the old form of unionism and the new, is ample proof that

the Socialist party is as unprepared to play its part in the class-strug

gle as the old labor unions are to play their part.

The essential condition for the existence,

and for the sway of the bourgeois class, is

the formation and augmentation of capital;

the condition for capital is wage-labor. Wage-

labor rests exclusively on competition between

the laborers. The advance of industry, whose

involuntary promoter is the bourgeoisie, re

places the isolation of the laborers, due to com

petition, by their involuntary combination, due

to association. The development of Modern

Industry, therefore, cuts from under its feet

the very foundation on which the bourgeoisie

produces and appropriates products. What the

bourgeoisie therefore produces, above all, are

its own grave-diggers. Its fall and the victory

of the proletariat are equally inevitable.—Com

munist Manifesto.



The Passive Resistance Strike

By Louis Duchez.

 

HE working class of America has just entered a new

period of activity. The reactionary spell which has

gripped the workers of this country since the love

feast and marriage of the American Federation of

Labor and the Civic Federation has been broken.

The officials of those two organizations who have

been lulling to sleep and dividing the wage slaves of this country

in behalf of their own fat positions and their masters' pocketbooks

during the last few years, will have harder rows to hoe from now on.

The "ignorant foreigners" at McKees Rocks, whom Frank Mor

rison thought not worth bothering with, have been the spark

in the powder magazine. The wage slaves of America have been

taught a lesson—one that will long be remembered and profited by.

The McKees Rocks strike, without doubt, is the most revolution

ary event that has transpired in this country. These 6,000 workers

at the Pressed Steel Car plant employed tactics against the steel

trust and the slugging forces of the state of Pennsylvania behind

which the object was to ignore and undermine entirely the political

state, making the will of the organization the law of the community,

so far as they and the Pressed Steel Car Company were concerned.

Further, behind the actions of these McKees Rocks strikers we see

the power and experience of a revolutionary union manifesting it

self—the Industrial Workers of the World.

In connection with the "second strike" at McKees Rocks, which

took place on September loth, a week after the first strike, there are

some things that the capitalist press deliberately misrepresented and

which the workers of this country should know about.

When the men at McKees Rocks first went back to work they

discovered that many men were actually receiving less pay than be

fore the strike. The company deliberately chose this way of dividing

trie men. They wished to disrupt the newly organized union. The

men also discovered that thugs and hoodlums had been hired as

''straw" bosses for the same purpose.

At a meeting held September 14th, they decided to change this

state of affairs. A vote was taken by the 2,500 present and it was

agreed to return to work the next morning, as usual, and at ten
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o'clock every man was to drop his tools and stand at his place of

employment until the committee returned after delivering its orders

to the company's officials.

The company at once promised to concede their demands and be

gan firing the scabs and thugs at once.

This "Passive Resistance" strike, to use the European phrase,

lasted something like fifteen minutes, when the men returned to their

work victorious.

It was also interesting to note how the men enforced their de

mand for a half holiday Saturday and no work Sunday. They merely

quit work at noon Saturday and failed to return until Monday morn

ing.

It is also interesting to note an incident in connection with the

taming of the Cossacks. On the night of the big riot near Dono-

von's bridge three troopers and four strikers were killed. The threat

that for every striker killed one trooper would go, bothered the

Cossacks terribly. The strikers had one trooper coming to them

yet, and, it has since been learned, that the troopers felt sure that

the threat would be carried out and that one of them would go. It

was the fear of each that he was that man.

The stern methods of the McKees Rocks strikers were "lawless"

and "anarchistic," true enough, but what were they to do? Theirs

were simply the methods of retaliation. At any rate, the entire mili

tary forces of the U. S. could not have brought order and prevented

violence as effectively as those strikers did.

In no strike of such proportion in this country at one place has

there been less bloodshed than at McKees Rocks. It is the general

opinion of the working class citizens in and about Pittsburg that the

men did the proper thing. A concrete lesson in "direct action" was

taught—and many learned.

The McKees Rocks men are back at work, concessions have been

won, an organization of 5,000 members has been built up and branch

meetings are being held every night, but the fight with the Pressed

Steel Car Company is not over yet, for that firm is but a branch of

the steel trust.

And the men realize that. They know that it is war to the knife,

and that they are engaged in a struggle in which more than them-

seves are concerned. The company has promised a raise of 15 per

cent at the end of 60 days, but the men know they will have to fight

for it, and they are preparing. They realize that their stronghold is

their organization.

This is the first time that a revolutionary union has got a foot

hold in the basic industries. A real labor union has stepped in upon



LOUIS DUCHEZ 411

the territory of the steel trust and all the means at the command of

that giant concern will be used to crush the I. W. W. at McKees

Rocks, for if it holds the ground gained there, what will be the out

come in the Pittsburg district in a few months? Already the Mc

Kees Rocks victory is stirring the entire district to organization,

in what is, without doubt, the industrial center of America.

The United States government is behind the move to crush the

I. W. W. for the I. W. W. is attacking the present system at its

base. It believes in direct action rather than wrangling in legisla

tive halls with men better acquainted with the game of politics

than the working class is. In order to sidetrack the remarkable

increasing interest in industrial unionism, Taft is touring the coun

try and praising the American Federation of Labor, advising Post,

Van Cleave and that narrow-sighted group to be more tolerant, and,

on the other hand, urging working men to join that organization, at

the same time pointing to the fact that he is an honorary member of

the Steam Shovelers' Union.

Organization in the Industrial Workers of the World is going

on at a rapid rate. The places where the greatest progress is made

is in the non-union plants. The victory at McKees Rocks has in

stilled more hope and solidarity into the workers of this country, and

in Europe, for that matter, than years of talk and car loads of litera

ture could have done. It is on the firing line against the muzzles

of the enemy's guns that the workers learn of the class struggle

and the road to economic freedom.

The tin workers who are out against the open shop order of

the American Sheet and Tin Plate Company are becoming imbued

with the principles of industrial unionism and the I. W. W. as the

only organization that represents those principles. The old shell,

however, is holding them down and it looks at this writing as if the

men will lose their strike. In fact, the thing for which they have

come out is absurd, anyway. It is based upon the principle that

the interests of capital and labor are identical. If this were not so

they would realize that the only way to disregard an open shop or

der is to cast aside written time agreements and enforce their de

mands through the power of their organization. The open shop

would have no fear for them if they were industrially organized, and

until they are industrially organized they will be at the mercy of the

steel trust, contracts or no contracts.

The odds are tremendously against the tin plate workers. Good

union (?) men in the independent (?) mills have signed up and are

back at work while those employed by the trust are out on strike.

The next time the trust owned mills will sign(up and the independent
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( ?) mills will go out. The "Gentlemen's Agreement" is forgotten and

the masters of both concerns dine and wine together and smile at

their wage slaves with divided forces on the economic field. It is

no wonder that Taft praises the A. F. of L. The tin workers wHl

have to take on a revolutionary spirit if they expect to win.

Hope! Hope is everywhere. The wage slaves of the world will

not wait indefinitely to vote Socialism in. It will come sooner than that.

They will organize industrially and establish the working class republic

in their own domain—in the industries.

Within the capitalist system all methods for

raising the social productiveness of labor are

brought about at the cost of the individual

laborer; all means for the development of pro

duction transform themselves into means of

domination over, and exploitation of the pro

ducers; they mutilate the laborer into a frag

ment of a man, degrade him to the level of

an appendage of a machine, destroy every rem

nant of charm in his work and turn it into a

hated toil. * * * They distort the condi

tions under which he works, subject him dur

ing the labor-process to a despotism the more

hateful for its meanness; they transform his

life-time into working-time, and drag his wife

and child beneath the wheels of the Juggernaut

of capital.—Karl Marx, in Vol I of Capital.



"The Problem" Solved

 

HE way to abolish poverty is to get all that's coming

to you. Money is the way stored up labor is ex

pressed. It is social-labor solidified. "To get the

money" may be considered as an expression of

petitio principii, or circulus in probando. The fal

lacy of "begging the question" consists in taking the

conclusion for one of the premises. "Getting the money" is slang
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for stealing, grafting, cheating and robbing, etc. There is something

unsavory about it. However it has a favorable meaning as well,

and that is; to obtain the fruit of one's toil.

"Easy Money" is derived from Skinning Suckers. It is that por

tion the Capitalist abstracts from the wage fund for his "responsi

bility." A laborer produces $10 worth of commodities and gets

$2.00 in wages. $8.00 is the Easy Money the boss keeps.

That reminds me of a story. While James Lot was waiting for

his son John to finish his lucubrations at the Law School, he took

into the office a little fat pompous and ignorant pettifogger, Bob

Lance, to write the fire insurance, clean the spittoons and do the

other dirty work. Bob was somewhat of an aristocrat—at least he

was not strong enough to labor, so James appointed him guardian of

several rich insane wards and administrator of one or two juicy

estates.

James did all the work and wrote up all the papers. When it

came to charging up the fees this is the way it ran :

To services for James $200.00

To Bob's bill for "responsibility" 800.00

The "responsibility" consisted in Bob's signing his name and

swearing to reports he didn't understand. And that is how it is with

the capitalist. He charges four-fifths for "responsibility." He has

the laborer do the work—he signs the wage scale. The work is

worth $2.00; the responsibility $8.00. James died poor but Bob ran

for office, got elected, married a wealthy widow and died rich.

Abolish poverty? That looks like a mighty problem, doesn't

it? Well, it's not so big after all. If every one who worked got all

he made, there would be no poverty among the workers. As wages

rise consumption increases. The unemployed are absorbed into in

dustry.

Raising wages abolishes poverty. It's simple. Wages consti

tute the cost of maintaining and reproducing workers. In a new

country wages are high on account of the scarcity of labor; also be

cause pioneers demand equality of condition. But this high market

is soon broken down by the importations of fore.ign pauper labor.

As soon as the natives get wise and form a union and shove up

wages, their employers likewise get wise and pour in scabs, who

break down the union and keep down wages. The employer puts

his feet on the rise. He has almost played the game out. He can't

ship in many more nationalities. He has gone as far east as he

could, and as far west as he dares. So the chances for further im

portations are rather slim. McKees Rocks threatens to be the Rock

on which he splits. The strikers were joined by the strike breakers.
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Machiavelli lost his Prince. Rather than go 'to work himself Hoff-

stot has to fatten up the pay envelope. It is tough, I know. After

squeezing all the water out of labor and putting it into stocks, he

hates to have to reverse himself. Some of the Reformers are shed

ding tears over his awful predicament. A motherly socialist chap

of high standing among the political camps and the religious scamps

has written ten volumes the last year to express his indignation at

the outrage so basely perpetrated on the shirkers by the workers.

When the royalties on his books didn't just pour in, he denounced

his fellow revolutionists as a parcel of ungrateful crooks and scoun

drels! "Why should the spirit of mortal be proud?" said he. "Like

a swift flying meteor," he went on in his best oratorical manner, and

wept bitter tears because the working men were such grafters. "Ain't

it awful the way they steal ! Such terrible thieves ought to be locked

up !" said he. But his response was only a heartless horse laugh.

Lately I've been telling the workers to get the money by indus

trial unionism; by the abolition of race line and national boundaries;

by the killing of the stinking old cat of patriotism, and by adopt

ing the new child of proletarian solidarity; by loving brother work

ers and helping them get higher wages. "The general strike is gen

eral nonsense," say the Germans. The Swedes don't think so.

They are trying it on the dog. They want the money and we hope

they'll obtain it. They think a good man is one who gets all he

earns and spends all he gets. At that price, it's not so easy to be

good. The general strike, the peaceful strike, the strike-irri

tant, the walk-out-of-a-factory-to-see-the-circus-parade-and-back-to-

work-again-withouit-the-bosses'-permission ; in fact all acts on the part

of employes that tend to usurp the authority of employers, are part

of the plan of campaign toward the abolition of poverty. Brain and

brawn are at the bottom of production and have all the commodities

produced at their disposal as soon as they unite in a trust for them

selves.

Vice on the part of the hungry, the ill-fed, the poverty-stricken,

has some of the elements of real drama in it. Workers have some

excuse for crime on account of their environment. But on the part

cf exploiters, vice reeks of degeneracy, insanity, supineness of will

power. The follies of the idle are unnecessary filths. The follies of

the poor are necessary dirts. Both come from lack of system.

Organization is a capitalistic virtue, which when seized by the

proletariat accomplishes a revolution. When the workers get to

gether in the shops and stay together, letting nothing divide them ;

neither religion nor race prejudice; neither politics nor temporary

advantage; then they will be on their way to civilization. Capital
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ism is half good ; i. e. in production : there it is rapid, effective, boun

tiful and more than ample for everyone. But its failure comes in dis

tribution; to ware-houses instead of to individuals, in the first place:

to merchants, bankers, middle men, over-men and super-men in the

second place instead of to toilers, artificers, workers and craftsmen.

With the producer lies the solution of the problem. By his

demanding all he makes he cuts the Gordian knot. He gets the

money. If he catches twelve fish, he doesn't need to be told by a

professor of political economy that those fish belong to him. But

when he earns the price of twelve fish he takes it from anyone that

he only earns the price of two. The workers are content with one-

fifth of what they earn, and then wonder at the prevalence of poverty !

Look what fun they could have with the other four-fifths.

The function of the Socialists is to stir up discontent. Discontent

is misdirected at present against politicians instead of against dis

organizes, but it's discontent nevertheless and therefore good. The

s-lave has to be kicked out of his lethargy and told to awake and get

busy for himself. If not at the pay gate, then at the polls. Voting is

silly stuff but it's better than the "Smile, damn you, smile" rot of the

feeble bourgeois press. When the worker is finally galvanized into

some sort of resistance to what is, he may learn to look ahead to what

is becoming, and even reach out a hand to it and help pull it toward

him.

As to the statement frequently made that the middle class is

being eliminated, "ground between the upper and the nether mill

stones," let us consider that and look for a minute at the Standard

Oil Co. This trust is a type of to-day and of the immediate future. The

middle men of the oil trust are salaried. That is, they are high wage

getters. Not so bad a fate after all 1 The middle class, instead of con

tinuing its independent mercantile position, goes on salary, just like

corner grocers, saloon keepers, butchers, etc., etc. They are already

working for the Food, Drink and Meat Trusts for wages.

Lastly, as to the professional classes. They'll have to go join

the wage earners, too. With better foods, dentistry will pass away.

The teeth of prehistoric skeletons are fine. Primitive peoples ate

nuts and roots and other natural foods. With a return to nature,

dentists fade away. Doctors, too, will go as curers but remain as

preventers. Lawyers' most useful work is in managing industries,

forming combinations, etc. The best lawyers are already on retainers.

i. e., salary, and the worst ones are seeking jobs in the western fields

during hay harvest and writing love songs for Bath-house John dur

ing ice harvest.

Instead of the next Stage of Society seeing the elimination of
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the wage system, it will rather witness that system extended until

it embraces everyone within its ample folds, and $10 a day for you

in 1960 is not so bad !

Actors and artists will probably be entirely wiped out, for when

all are on salary all will feel like doing their own singing and dancing.

Until then the artists will continue "to work" for the syndicate just

as they do now—when the times are good.

The writer, author, poet, playwright, humorist—what will be

come of him? He is smart enough to look out for himself. So we'll

leave his disposition to the high-brows and the serious-minded prob

lem-solvers, who don't want me to cut all the ground from under their

feet in one short article, as that would leave them without a job!

Hence I'll be merciful to them and leave this question open for their

discussion and solution.

One question I want to settle though and that is, that the con

sumer is not robbed. For commodities sell at their social labor

value. "Relief for the buyer" is populist tommyrot. High prices

are good for capitalist and for consumer and for laborer; for him high

prices are the best of all if they include in the list what he has to

sell—brain and brawn I

It is by no means fantastic to conclude that

a doubling of the wages and a reduction of

labor time to half of the present one is possible

at once, and technical science is already suf

ficiently advanced to expect rapid progress in

this field. The further one goes in this direc

tion the more the possibility increases for those

who are engaged in material production to give

themselves up also to intellectual activity and

especially to those forms that bring no mate

rial gain, but rather find their reward in them

selves and which are the highest forms of in

tellectual activity.—Kautsky, in "The Social

Revolution."



The Position of the British Labor Party

By Wilfrid Thompson.

 

HE British Labor Party is at present in a very criti

cal position. As is well known, the British Liberal

Party, representing the interests of the manufactory-

owning section of the British capitalist class, has dis

turbed the traditional complacency bi our ruling

class by introducing a pettifogging ;piece of diplo

matic and financial bluff, which masquerades under the title of "The

Budget."

Thus upper class strife is commanding much attention in

England at present. The cause of this strife lies in the proposals

of the Liberals to raise taxation from sources hitherto untaxed.

You ask: "What has all this to do with the Labor Party?"

I answer: Everything, which you will see later. Suffice it now

to say that the British Labor Party is giving this capitalist Budget

its whole-hearted support.

Now what is this Budget about which there is so much to-do?

First of all, I would point out that this Budget is no benefit to the

British proletarian class. There is no relief of taxation for them.

Indeed, it may lower their standard of living.

The Daily News, a capitalist paper, has pointed out that the ad

vance in the price of beer consequent upon the new license duties

will bring an extra profit of 15,000,000 pounds more than hitherto

into the maw of the capitalist brewers and publicans.

In order to raise the extra taxes for the tax-collector, which

amount, roughly speaking, to less than £5,000,000, the brewers and

liquor-sellers are increasing the prices of the workers' beer so much

that they will extract an extra profit of nearly twenty millions there

from. Altogether £24,000,000 are to be raised from the luxuries of the

working-class.

Let us now see what this Budget proposes to do with the capi

talist class. It is an established fact that the income tax payers of

Britain are receiving £300,000,000 a year more than they received

twelve years ago, while, according to the government, wages have

decreased £2,000,000 during the last ten years. And yet, the latter

418
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class is to bear the burden of paying half of fourteen millions of

extra taxation required to meet the exigencies of the state.

Next we come to the taxes which are causing all the hubbub

and moving even Labor M. P.'s to ecstacies of unbounded joy.

It is proposed to place a tax of one-half penny in the pound

upon undeveloped land, and take twenty per cent of the increased

value of land. So, when the industry of the workers has increased

the value of land by five pounds, the tax collector will take one

pound and leave the landlord the other four. And the worst of it

is, this one pound is not to be used for the benefit of the workers,

but merely for the maintenance of the capitalist parliament. There

fore, the capitalist class are to also have the benefit of this pound as

well as of the other four.

Well, what is all the bother about? Merely this: The landlord

section of the master-class is making a sham fight against this new

tax in order to gull the working class into believing that the question

of taxation affects the working man's position.

Now, as every Socialist worthy of the name knows, taxation

does not affect the position of the working class in the least. For the

worker's wages necessarily contain the portion that he pays in taxes.

If these taxes rise and there is no diminution in the prices of

commodities, or no advantage gained to the worker, his wages will

necessarily, in the long run, be bound to rise in proportion to the in

creased taxes. Otherwise he would not be able to sustain life, for his

wages would then be below the cost of living. This would not be

a desired state, either for the capitalist or the working-class. The

former would not be able to purchase labor-power because the latter

would starve. So, that being the case, taxation, no matter how or

where raised, does not touch the worker's position. He is robbed in

the workshop. All "surplus value," according to Karl Marx, is cre

ated in the productive process of commodities. It is merely realized

during the process of circulation. So the workers cannot hope to

elevate their conditions of life until they stop the robbery at its base.

The mere circulation of this surplus value, created by the

worker, but retained by the master, from one section of the capitalist

class to another, no matter how much it affects the parties engaged

in losing or winning it, does not cause intelligent workers to take

sides, because they can neither gain nor lose, while every section of

the masters win.

But, while that is so, many unenlightened workers are gulled into

taking sides upon such issues as "land taxation" and "taxation of

imported goods." Clearly, this is what all sections of the master

class want and strive for. Just as a spectator upon a football field
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can suffer neither the physical torture of the unfortunate side, who

get kicked the most, and defeated into the bargain, nor fully experi

ence the mental rhapsodies of the inflicters of this torture, the work

ers cannot hope to share either the defeat of one section of the

master-class or the victory of the other. While the victory or loss

is real to the parties engaged, it is only a scene in the mind of the

spectators.

The workers are merely spectators in the game of taxation and

expropriation between the masters.

But, of course, both the warring' sections of the master-class will

endeavor to convince and will to some extent succeed in convincing

the un-class-conscious workers that their positions are directly affected

by the outcome of this upper-class strife. This has an extremely

bad effect upon us. For the longer the worker pays attention to the

struggles for supremacy between sections of the upper-class, the

longer will it be ere he concentrates his attention upon his own

real struggle with both those sections. These sections of the master

class remind one of an ill-mated couple who are quarreling as to

who shall have the bigger share of a stolen half-sovereign, when

quite suddenly in pops the rightful owner thereof, who demands the

return of the coin. Immediately the couple drop their little squabble

and combine against the intruding enemy.

Now, Mr. Worker, you are the so-called intruder, while the land

lord and the mill-lord are the couple.

We come now to the position of the parliamentary Labor party.

The candidates of this party were elected to look after the interests

of the British working class in the capitalist parliament. Yet listen

to what it had to say anent the Budget, which we have just discussed :

"It is the greatest scheme of democratic finance ever offered."—

(Shackleton).

"The greatest financial reform of modern times."—(Henderson).

"The first systematic attempt to socialize a portion of the na

tional income."—(Keir Hardie).

Still, these men call themselves Socialists when addressing the

workers. Here we have the treacherous tactics of the labor fakirs

exposed. The spectacle of witnessing these supposed champions of

the workers exhausting all words of praise upon a capitalist dodge is

disgusting to say the least. But the worst has to come. There are

rumors of a general election.

How will these traitors, as Grayson called them, act then?

Clearly, they will either have to eat their own words, so to

speak, or support the manufacturing section of the British master

class.
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Truly, they are in a critical position.

In conclusion, I would just like to point out that here, in Britain,

as the whole world over, the working class is betrayed by false leaders.

Men who deny the existence of and therefore refuse to recognize

the class-struggle are not fit to represent the interests of the working

class. In fact, they can't do so.

The sooner the workers realize that they are robbed in the work

shop and organize these the better. Of course, combined industrial

and political power is necessary to the workers. Industrial without

political power is like a man without a wife. One is the complement

of the other.

As a class-conscious revolutionist I recognize that, only when

the working class bring their organizations up to date and adapt

them to the times, will they be able to combat the great and grow

ing strength of concentrated capital.

The British trade unions are out of date. Their methods of war

fare are both futile and obsolete.

The basis of their organization is self-help.

Now, with the growing tendency of capital to consolidate the

workers must also, if they wish to win, consolidate their forces on

the lines of industrial organization, with Socialism as their goal and

the class struggle their guiding principle. For in that alone lies the

hope of the workers. All else is illusion.

Trades Unions work well as centers of re

sistance against the encroachments of capital.

They fail partially from an injudicious use of

their power. They fail generally from limit

ing themselves to a guerilla war against the

effects of the existing system, instead of simul

taneously trying to change it, instead of using

their organized forces as a lever for the final

emancipation of the working class, that is to

say, the ultimate abolition of the wages sys

tem.—Karl Marx, in Value, Price and Profit.



A Dissertation on "Space of the

Fourth Dimension."

By James W. Hughes.

 

OUBTLESS the reader, on observing the title of

this article, will ask himself the question, "What has

Space of the Fourth Dimension to do with the subject

of Scientific Socialism or the economic question?" A

close consideration of the matter, however, will clearly

show that the economic question is related and inter

related, directly or indirectly, to almost every scientific subject known

to man.

Especially does this apply to the subject we have here under

consideration, and far more so than it would at first appear on the

surface of the thing.

In the first place, it must be borne in mind that the strength of

the present Socialist movement lies in the fact that it rests on a

materialistic basis—that it is a real, and a materialistic struggle of the

working class to better its material conditions. In a word, it is a

material struggle for a material existence where a good understanding

of material things is of vastly more importance than the gewgaw and

gush of the mythical and metaphysical or the spiritual and super

natural. But a good understanding of material things requires a

good understanding of matter, and the more we know of force and

matter the better we understand the materialistic. In the study of

matter man has met with multitudes of enigmas and phenomena from

his earliest existence, which he could not at first explain, and when

he could not explain them, he immediately drew on his imagination

for his facts, and began to dream. And such dreams; of gods and

glory to satisfy his personal longings for rest and reward—and such

dreams; of hells and horrors, to satisfy his brutal thirst for revenge

and retribution, while he neglected his duty to himself and fellow

man, in the way of bettering his material existence on earth,—such

have been the great stumbling blocks in the paths of progress since

the earliest forms of savagery to the present day, and they will

continue to be the stumbling blocks as long as we meet phenomena we

can't explain. Many are the phenomena to-day that we can not

explain, and this is doubtlessly due to our deficiency in perceptive

faculties, for that which we cannot perceive, we cannot conceive, and

that which we cannot conceive we cannot explain.

422
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Some day the human race may, and no doubt will, develop a

number of senses of perception, which we do not now possess, i. e.,

senses other than the senses of seeing, hearing, tasting, smelling

and feeling as now ordinarily used. . Under such conditions it will be

easy to explain many phenomena that now so much bewilder and

puzzle us today..

The development of such senses will depend largely upon our

pursuance and study of space of a higher order than that in which we

really exist

We exist in, and thoroughly understand, space of three (3) dimen

sions only, that is, space of length, breadth and thickness, which we

can deal with mathematically in every conceivable way.

In higher mathematics it is necessary in order to elucidate certain

problems to consider space of four dimensions, that is, space of

length, breadth, thickness and something else of which we cannot

conceive, yet can demonstrate mathematically to our satisfaction, if

not to a certainty. And while we cannot conceive of it clearly, yet it

enables us to explain many mathematical and physical phenomena

that would otherwise remain as enigmas.

For the benefit of those who wish to give this subject a little seri

ous thought, and perhaps clear up many delusions, I will try to set

forth here a short explanation of "Space of the Fourth Dimension,"

steering as clear of mathematics as I possibly can.

While "Space of the Fourth Dimension" is quite easily explained

to a well trained mathematician, it is by no means an easy proposition

to write a treatise on this subject, and make it clear to the average

lay reader, for as the inventors express it, "It is an easy matter to

make an invention for an expert to handle, but simply hell to make it

fool-proof for public use."

Before plunging headlong into the subject of "Space of Four

Dimensions," had we not better first try to ascertain what space

really is? Have you a proper conception of space? Can you conceive

of anything in the universe without thinking of space? And the

most important of all, can you really define space? In faot can you

define it any better than the college student who said : "Space—space—

well, I have it in my head all right, Professor, but I just can't quite

explain it." If you ask the average man to define space he will most

likely answer you by giving you some synonym for the word "space"

and think he has given you a definition. "But what he thinks, doesn't

alter facts," nor does it make a synonym a definition. He might for

instance tell you that space is room and when you ask him what is

room he would most likely answer you like a vest pocket dictionary,
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and say that "room is space" and thus get himself into a "most vicious

circle" that reminds one for all of the story of the eel and the swan.

As a proper understanding of terms is an absolute necessity in a

scientific discussion, we must here ascertain first of all the difference

between a definition and a synonym. ■

A synonym in the first place is merely a substitution of one word

for another, which means exactly the same thing, while a definition

is a form of classification, that is to say, when we define a word we

point out those characteristics which distinguish a thing from the

other things in the class of things to which it belongs.

The greatest care should be exercised, however, in ascertaining

the proper characteristics, for science demands that every characteri

zation shall be a known and proven fact.

Hence to assume a characteristic, in defining a word, is most dan

gerous and unscientific.

Now it will be further seen on close examination that the defining

of all words is but a great classification of all the words known to

man, in which the words "space" and "matter" are the initial trunk

words.

As an illustration of the above, we are asked to define the word

"negro", and we say that a negro is a certain kind of a man (giving

his peculiar characteristics), and then we are asked: "What is a

man?" A man is a certain kind of an animal. And what is an animal?

An animal is a certain kind of organism. And what is an organism?

An organism is a certain kind of active condition of matter. And

what is matter? Matter is anything that occupies space, or more

briefly, matter is occupied space. And what is space? And here we are

"stuck," because space embraces everything, and is not one of a

class of things to be characterized, in order to distinguish it from

similar things of the same class.

Now, therefore, I hold that while space in general is conceivable

to the brain and perceptible to the senses, it is not definable by

words. Space in general, however, is subdivided into several kinds

of spaces, each one having its peculiar characteristics that distin

guish it from all the other kinds, and can therefore be defined in

words.

Mathematically characterized we have here to deal with the fol

lowing kinds of space:

1st. Space of no dimensions commonly called a point.

2nd. Space of one dimension commonly called a line.

3rd. Space of two dimensions commonly called a plane.

4th. Space of three dimensions commonly called a solid.



JAMES W. HUGHES 425

5th. Space of four dimensions which might be called energy.

For sake of illustration and clearness we will consider all the

spaces with which we have to deal, as occupied space, e. g., oc

cupied by matter. In the first place a point is a particle of matter

that is infinitely small, or, as the mathematicians would say, "infini

tesimal," which means immeasurably small, and of course imper

ceptible to all our senses. In other words, since a point only occu

pies space of infinitesimal length, breadth, and thickness, it must be

imperceptible to all our senses though conceivable to the brain and

definable in words.

In the second instance we may consider space of one dimension

(which we call a line) as composed of an infinite number of points

placed side by side or tangent, but in the true sense it is better to con

sider a line as generated by a moving point. For instance, suppose

we imagine that the point "A" (in figure 1) is moving or vibrating

from A to B with an infinite velocity so that it occupies every point

of space between A and B at the same time

B

FIG.1

The result would be a straight line, or a space of one dimension,

which is length. But since the point in the first place had neither

finite breadth nor thickness a true line would have neither finite

breadth nor thickness and would therefore be as imperceptible to our

senses as the point which generates it. Hence, space of one dimen

sion, known as a line, which is generated by the movement of space

of no dimensions, known as a point, like the point itself is imper

ceptible to our senses though conceivable to the brain and definable

in words.

In the third instance we may consider space of two dimensions

(known as the plane) to be composed of an infinite number of lines

placed side by side or tangent to each other, but like the line, it is

better to consider it as generated by a moving line as follows:

 

Fig. 2

Suppose the line A-B (in figure 2) to be moving or vibrating

at right angles to and along the line C-D from C to D with an in

finite velocity or speed, till it occupies every point of space from C

to D at the same instant. Then the result would be a plane repre
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sented by A, B, E, F, or space of two dimensions, viz., length and

breadth.

Hence space of two dimensions (known as the plane) is the re

sult of a vibrating line, is conceivable to the brain and definable in

words, yet it has neither thickness nor mass.

Next let us consider the fourth case or space of three dimensions,

commonly known as the solid, which, like the above cases, in its turn

might be considered as made up of an infinite number of planes of

infinitesimal thickness, but like the line and the plane, we will con

sider the solid as a product of generation, being generated by a plane

in motion as follows: Let A, B, E, F, (in figure 3) represent a plane

vibrating between the points, C and

D rising to an infinite speed until

the plane A, B, E, F, occupies every

position between A, B, E, F, and

G, H, J, K at the same instant, then

the result would be a solid (repre

sented by the outlines A, B, E, F—

G, H, J, K), or space of three dimen

sions, viz.: length, breadth and

thickness. Hence space of three

dimensions (known as the solid) is generated by a moving plane, is

perceptible to all the senses, is perfectly conceivable to the brain and

quite easily defined in words.

Next, we will consider the fifth case or space of the "fourth di

mensions," and here comes the "rub."

Now we have considered how a certain movement of a point

generates a line or space of one dimension, and how a similar move

ment of a line generates a plane or space of two dimensions, and

how a similar movement of a plane generates a solid or space of

three dimensions, then will not a similar movement of a solid gen

erate space of the "fourth dimension?" We know if we know any

thing that any kind of a movement of a solid, generates energy, which

energy is proportional to the speed times the mass.

Now we have seen how a plane or "space of two dimensions"

is the result of a line vibrating at an infinite speed, and how a solid

or space of three dimensions, is the result of a plane vibrating at an

infinite speed, then why is not "space of the four dimensions" the

result of a solid vibrating at an infinite speed, and since energy is

equal to mass times the speed, why is not "space of four dimensions"

infinite energy itself? "But ah!" you say, "this is inconceivable,"

because, it does not manifest itself to any of our senses. And why
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does it not manifest itself to any of our senses? Because, unfortu

nately our senses are only quintuple, that is to say five in number,

had we more, then, space of the "fourth dimension" might become

perceptible to our senses and in such a case it would also doubtless

become very easy to conceive of in the brain.

The question naturally arises, does "space of the 'fourth di

mension" manifest itself in any way in nature? To which I would

reply, yes, while it does not manifest itself in any way on our senses,

directly, yet it manifests itself by its action on various things in

every branch of science, and when we meet with one of these mani

festations and are unable to explain it, we simply "translate our

ignorance into Greek" and call it a "phenomenon."

The space here allotted will not permit us to go as thoroughly

into this branch of the discussion as I should like to, while further

more, a clear presentation of this subject pre-supposes a reader not

only well up in mathematics, but also more or less familiar with

every branch of science known to man.

Under the. circumstances, therefore, we can only, as the French

would say, "effleurer la question," touch upon the main points. To

illustrate how many actions are taking place all around us, that do

not and can not manifest themselves to any of our limited number

of senses, two recent and well known discoveries will serve as good

examples. I mean the X-rays and the Hertz-rays, both of which

result from the passage of a high potential electric spark through

a partially vacuumized tube properly constructed for the requirement.

In the first instance the X-rays do not manifest themselves in any

way to any of our senses, i. e., we can neither see, hear, taste, smell,

nor feel them, but when they fall on certain substances, such for

instance, as tungstate of calcium, the tungstate will become

"fluorescent," that is to say, it is made to glow and give off light,

which is visible to the eye. Hence while the X-rays themselves are

invisible to the human eye, they do act upon the calcium tungstate

as to make the tungstate visible in total darkness.

Likewise the ,

Hertz-rays (which is _ Tl ^-

the basis of wireless

telegraphy) are also

imperceptible to any

of our senses, but

may be detected by

 

Fig.4

their manifestation upon the following arrangement: Let an electric

circuit be formed, as in Figure 4, in which B represents a battery, T
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is a telephone receiver, and P a glass tube filled with platinum filings,

sufficient in number to offer a considerable resistance to the flow of the

current, so that under ordinary conditions, the current flowing through

the circuit will not be sufficient to exert a strong pull on the diaphragm

in the receiver. Now if a small quantity of "Hertz-rays," emanating

from any place whatsoever, should strike upon the platinum filings

in the glass tube, P, the filings will at once cling together in such a

way as to offer less resistance to the passage of the electric current,

which will at once "build up" and strengthen the magnet in the re

ceiver, which in its turn will pull down harder on the diaphragm and

give a perceptible "click."

The above illustrations are simply described in order to bring

out some of the many things in nature that do not manifest them

selves on any of our limited number of senses, yet play a most won

derful part in the universe.

There are numerous other things such as "molecular" and

"atomic action," gravitation, etc., that might be gone into had we

the space here to do so, but being limited in space we will have to

omit discussing many interesting phenomena, which on account of

their non-tangibility to our five senses, have given rise to the vaguest

notions, the wildest theories and the grossest superstitions.

Consequently I will have to conclude by adding a few remarks

to the foregoing vibratory theory we have just discussed.

Now I do not wish to be understood as maintaining that a solid

of any kind (strictly speaking) is the result of a vibrating plane, or

that a plane is the result of a vibrating 'line, for in the first place a

plane, as well as a line or a point, is (strictly speaking) a non

entity, and was simply used for illustration. It can be readily seen

that while the point vibrates to generate a line, the line at the same

time can be vibrating to form a plane, and at the plane at the same

time can be vibrating to form a solid, etc. Hence a solid is the re

sult of a vibrating point, made up of three component vibrations,

which need not be of such perfect rectilinear character as to describe

lines, planes, etc., but on the contrary slight variations are neces

sary to account for the various materials in existence.

That all matter is made up of vibrating points or parts, none can

deny. As a matter of fact, who can deny that all matter is com

posed of vibrating points of space itself made up of three component

vibrations? And furthermore who is prepared to say that a fourth

component vibration, would not produce matter or space of the

"fourth dimension," that would be non-tangible to all our senses?

(1) In conclusion we might say that two theories of "space of
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the fourth dimension" stand side by side; one we might call, the

"vibratory" theory, the other; the "static" or "geometric" theory. The

vibratory theory briefly stated holds this: . That all matter tangible

to our senses is the result of innumerable vibrating points of space,

composed of three component vibrations, while the non-tangible

activities that we know are at work are the result of innumerable

vibrating points of space composed of four or even more component

vibrations.

(2) The "static" or "geometric" theory might be demonstrated

by the following example : Figure 5 represents two isometric tri

angles, A, B, C, and and A', B\ C, formed by dividing an isoceles tri

angle in two equal parts. A A

As long as the two triangles re

main in the same plane, that is, space

of two dimensions, although they are

equal, they cannot be made to coin

cide, because they are equal and iso-

metrical instead of equal and sym

metrical. But if we pick up the tri

angle A' B' C and turn it over, by

revolving it through space of three c

dimensions, it will be clearly seen that

the triangles will then become symmetrical and can be made to coin

cide, that is, A' can be placed on A, with B' on B, and C on C.

Now let us consider two insometric solids, such as one's right

hand and left hand; though they are equal in volume and proportion,

yet on account of them being insometrical instead of symmetrical, the

right hand cannot be put in the same space that the left hand can,

and vice versa. But could we only revolve the right through space

of four dimensions, the right hand could then be put into the left

hand glove and vice versa. To illustrate this, if the right hand glove,

which is merely a complex warped plane or space of two dimensions

be turned wrong side out, it can then be put on the left hand, or the

left hand glove can be turned wrong side out and put on the right

hand. This last illustration is merely given to show an application of

the theory to solid geometry, where it is very valuable, yet the first,

or what I call the "vibratory" theory, is of far more importance to

science.

While the theory as a whole cannot be perfectly analyzed on

account of our deficiencies in perceptive faculties, it unquestionably

offers a most beautiful field of unlimited investigation in every line

of science.
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"Did de ole lady pass any ov de dope along t' youse?" the boy in

quired, scrutinizing his companion gravely.

Charley smiled, and was about to reply, when Mickey broke in with :

"Chuck it, Country. Youse maybe knows a heap more 'bout some

things dan I does, but youse don't know how't tip off nothin' in de mer-

tropolis, an' dat's flat. Dem gospel mills out in de country where dey

ain't no great sight ov nothin' layin' 'round loose, an' no bulls t' make

de game excitin', an' no mollies t' help a feller blow de cush, may be on

de level—dat ain't de city, an' de city's differenter, an' don't never let dat

git outen yer nut—see ?"

"But I don't see how it is different, and besides—"

"Now youse's tellin' it! Youse don't see, an' it's all in usin' dese

peepers. Ain't I bin born here? An' ain't I bin up against all de games

on de street? Well, den. Say—I jist took t' dem gospel meetin's out

t' de mission, as youse so kindly asks me t' attend f, fer a whole week

straight. Missed seein' a bang-up ballet an' a hooker ov a Jessy James

show, an' passed up de Wild West layout, all t' accommodate me frien'

from de country—an' say, I'm a givin' it t' youse straight when I says

I'm damned sorry I didn't go t' th' shows an' let dem sky pilots alone.

Are youse wise?"

A very lame "No" was all the surprised champion of regeneration

could muster. That little "no" served to open the vials of Mickey's long

suppressed wrath.

"No, course youise don't. What did ithem high-collared, baby

fingered fellers an' der sister mollies tell me th' first night I goes out t'

th' mission?" He paused to gather up the thread of the story.

"Why, dey says cast ycr bread on th' waters an' she'll come back

t' youse—give yer dollars t' th' Lord—an' dem gents was a leggin' direct

fer him fer they took th' coin—an' youse is sure t' git it back ten fold.

When I hears that I says, 'I'm in on this here game ef I've got it doped

out right;' so I jist nudges a plump old pussy as set by me, an' asks what

dat gittin' back ten fold as dey was workin' off means. She says th'

Lord pays, back ten fer one. That tip suited me t' a T, an' I plumps a

dollar in, an' when de dealer sees what I dropped in th' basket, he up an'

inquires how much change I wants—youse kin take it frum me, I give

him th' glassy eye. 'I hain't no piker,' I tells him, an' he lays his nice

baby hand on me nut, an' kind ov slobbers out, 'God bless youse, God

bless youse.' Now I calkalate youse hain't a goin' t' b'leve me when I

tells youse dat whole darned gospel game is a skin, an' they've got th'

bull on de beat fixed, all right, all right. I ain't goin' t' git back nary

red cent I put inter de game, an' I dropped three bucks, an' waited till

th' last night fer th' drawin' t' come off.
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"Last night that same feller comes around lookin' fer more of th'

mazuma—a givin' us his little spiel 'bout castin' bread on th' water, an'

a lendin' money t' th' Lord. I'd gone de limit, so I up an' asks dem when

th' drawin's t' come off—an' what d' youse 'spose they has th' nerve

t' tell me? Me, as thought I'd bin up aginst all de games in de city."

Mickey stood before his audience of one deeply interested and somewhat

puzzled listener with clinched fists and blazing eyes.

"Well," Charley hesitated, "I hardly know what they could have told

you."

"Course youse don't, but I'll tell yer, on th' level, Country, ef youse

don't know no more about other games dan youse does 'bout dis gospel

business in de mertropolis, I'd advise youse not t' recommend none ov

'em t' any more ov yer city friends, dat's all."

"I won't, Mickey, I won't" Charley promised, and then asked, "What

did they tell you?"

"Tell me? Why, dey had de nerve t' tell me—me, Mickey Dough

erty, dat I'd git me ten t' one when I got t' heaven. Now what 'd youse

think ov dat fer pure gall? I wanted t' have de whole bunch pulled, but

de bull's bin fixed all right, all right; fer he says t' me when I tells him

as I've bin flim-flammed by some sky pilots as was runnin' a skin game,

'Go chase yerself, me little rooster, 'r I'll run youse in.' " At the close

of his speech Mickey sat down and attacked his dinner with renewed

vigor, while Charley sat thinking.

Charley Harris liked the cripple, because of his straightforwardness,

his avowed friendship, and the many little big-hearted things he was

capable of putting through for his friends. If the whole truth must be

told he liked him as well for his sturdy defense of his philosophy. of life,

even if it did hold to the ugly, twisted ethics of the semi-criminal world

in which the boy had been chained since birth. On one point his mind

was made up quickly. Turning to Mickey he said :

"Mickey, since I recommended the game—guaranteed it, you might

say—I feel in duty bound to see that none of my friends lose money."

He reached into a pocket and drew out a handful of silver. "Let's see ;

you put up three dollars," he had to smile at the look of perplexity on

Mickey's face, "and while I can't make good that gospel outfit's promise

of ten to one, I am willing to put up five dollars to "

"No youse don't," the cripple interposed, "I ain't no welsher, Coun

try. I took de tip an' played it on me own dope, an' I don't want "

"Here, you young limb of Satan, take the money, it belongs to you."

Charley reached over as he spoke and dumped the silver into Mickey's

dinner pail. "Just to hear your experience in your first attempt to get

religion is worth that much to me," he added, and as Mickey still showed
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signs of rebellion, he went on, "Mickey, old man, I want you for a friend ;

between friends a money debt should never stand for a moment longer

than is absolutely necessary—and I owed you that five-spot as much as

though I had borrowed it from you."

A grimy, greasy hand was held out, and as Charley grasped it

Mickey whispered hoarsely, "Country, youse is white, an' I'm goin' t'

call youse Charley like th' rest ov th' gang does."

Charley laughed, and Mickey made good in his next speech.

"On de level, Co—Charley, I didn't give up de gospel jist becos dem

guys was a runnin' a con game on de money end ov de biz. Youse see,

it's dis way: I knows dey's lots ov hold-outs in all de games, an' dey's

some dat's square, an' ef de rest ov de gospel game had 'a bin on de level

—why shucks! I'd a hunted up a square game an' played me coin, but

de whole works is rotten."

"How's that?" Charley asked.

"Why dis way: De main guy says all anybody frum a molly t' a

porchclimber has got ter do is t' say, 'I've foun' Jesus,' 'r some sich

magic biz as dat, an' to oncet all de sins dey ever did is washed away.

Now youse kin take it frum me dat I carried dat aroun' in me nut till de

load hurt frightful. Yes, sir, I carried dat fer three days an' nights 'fore

I chucked it. Why, tain't reasonable t' 'spose anybody is runnin'

sich a bargain counter up to heaven,—an' it ain't no square deal no how.

Fer why, here's me—an' I ain't had nobody t' put me wise t' dis bargain

counter biz till youse comes an' butts in—an' ef de thing's on de level, an'

they ain't no other way ov gettin' inter heaven 'cept I goes through de

gospel mill—why, ef I'd a croaked last month, 'r when I was hurt dat

time, wouldn't I a gone plump t' hell? An' ef I'd gone t' that bargain

sale an' got religion an' hollered 'I've got it! I've got it.' like I hears

them a whoopin' it up out dere, an' didn't have t' make good t' all de

folks what I swiped things frum, an' lied to, an' so forth, seems t' me de

thing wouldn't wash. Jist seems that there way t' me. Seems- 1' me

God 'ud say, 'Youse is a purty cheap skate, son,' seems that there way

t' me. But one ov dem singin' fellers made it plain dat all a guy has ter

do t' git right in a front row in their heaven is t' fess up. Jist fess up,

an' God 'ud let de meanest cuss in 'Chi' crowd right up t' de desk an'

begin singin'.'"

"In the name of all the saints, what sort of a crowd did you get

into?" Charley demanded, and inwardly resolved to go out and see for

himself.

"They was mostly batty, Cou—Charley, an' three of dem old bats

jist did deir turn de night I puts in me second buck—why, one ov dem

had killed his wife by inches. He says so hisself, an' dey ain't nobody a
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givin' him th' third degree, neither—it was most as good as a play.

The next cuss as comes out had blast-feemed, whatever dat is, an' had

robbed a sick pard ov hisn ov thousands ov dollars in a minin' deal' an'

dem galoots never did have t' make good t' nobody but God. Nixie fer

deirs ! All any ov dem had t' do was t' say, 'Jesus, I b'leve,' 'r some sich

rot as dat, an' all deir cussed doin's was washed away in de twinklin' ov

a eye—an' God's eye at dat.

"When dey gits all through a spoutin' an' dem sisters has quit

amenin' an' shakin' dem bats' mitts, an' things gits still I up an' asks de

one as robbed his pard ef th' pard was alive. He gits up an' says, a-

turnin' to them sisters : 'Dear sisters an' brothers, he's alive t' th' flesh

but dead t' God. He's still in sin, an' hasn't found th' blood of Christ a

balm t' his soul,' 'r some sich flummydiddle as dat.

"Then I asks, fer I was interested, an' besides I had money in de

game—I says: 'Mister, when youse got religion in your soul did youse

pay dat pard th' money youse stole frum him?' Youse ought t' have

seen dem old mollies turn up deir noses at me. An' he says, 'No, me

young frien', I didn't need t' do dat, fer God forgived de debt.' 'Say,'

I asks him, 'did God really an' truly pass him th' coin ?' "

"Say, Mickey, what are you giving me? You didn't butt in on

those gospel people like that, did you ?" Charley asked, smiling.

"Sure t'ing I did. Ain't I got me money on de game? An' you'd

never b'leve it less'n I told youse, dat geezer as robbed his pard tries t'

make out he don't know nothin' 'bout what I'm a-tryin' to pass t' him

till a old mollie puts it 't him straight, an' den he says to me, 'No, me

brother, God does not handle th' filthy lucre, an' so far as me poor sin-

cussed pard 's consarned, I'm 'fraid his portion in th' life beyond th'

grave'll be in th' lake ov fire,' an' th' dirty welsher begins t' leak some-

thin' dreadful.

"I up an' asks quick as a wink, 'Say, Mister Whatsyername, don't

youse think now dat youse is bin put wise t' de gospel game, ef youse

was ter take th' money youse smouched frum yer pard, an' jist handed

it t' him, an' den told him 'bout this here new deal, dat he'd take de tip?' "

"He was plum beat out, Charley, an' I'd a had de count on him in no

time but some ov dem old hen sisters who's gone soft on his nibs begins

t' sing 'Jesus, He Paid it All,' an' th' guy gits his wind an' stands there

a-pattin' his hands an' a-smilin' t' dem mollies as fixed it fer him. But

1 just stood dere a-waitin' fer th' next round, even ef dey did try t' call

me down.

"When dem old hens quits a-cacklin' long 'miff t' give him a chanst

he hes his story all fixed, an' turns t' me an' says, 'Th' song tells th' whole

story, me young frien'—Jesus paid it all—all t' him I owes—sin had left
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a grimy stain but she's washed witer'n snow,' an' a lot ov slush like dat.

"When I goes fer him hard an' wants t' know things, he says it

don't make no kind ov difference what a bloke has done—murder, steal, lie

—any ole thing goes. He don't have t' square himself with nobody fer

nothin'. An' jist as soon as he's got deir kind ov religion lie's good fer a

scalper's ticket straight t' heaven. Den ef th' poor cuss he stole frum an'

lied to 'r did anything like a thousan' other devlish, low-down, mean

things to, still stays mad an' wants a square deal, wants this here re

ligious bloke t' do th' square thing by him on this here earth—why, it's

th' feller as wants de square deal as goes plump t' hell, an' th' welsher goes

t' heaven. An' th' times dey has up dere! Nuttin' t' do but prance

round in circus close, an' eat an' sing, an' drink milk outen a river dat

flows right by de captain's desk—say, dey's got a warm pipe, all right,

all right." Mickey got up, carefully, placed a battered lid on an equally

battered dinner pail and looked off into the blue as he added :

"Dem gosple folks takes dope, an' I wouldn't be s'prised ef dey

was pulled fer hittin' th' pipe one ov dese here days—dey's nuttin' to it.

Youse may hev nuther kind ov religion in de country, but it stan's t'

reason dat dey hain't no God whose goin' t' send the feller as has bin

robbed an' had other things done t' him t' hell, an' give th' robber, an'

murderer a nice easy graft in heaven, jist 'cause he blubbers a few minutes

an' saddles all his cussedness off onto Jesus Christ—why, I ain't God, an'

I'll be damned ef Mickey Dougherty 'ud put up with sich a gummy mess

ov welshers an' four-flushers as dem people is. Bet yer life, I wouldn't !

Ef I was God I'd say, 'Here, youse reprobates, 'fore youse gits t' prancin'

'round a-tellin' what all I'm a-goin' t' do for youse, youse git out an'

square up with dem as youse robbed, an' murdered an' things.' Bet yer

life I'd make 'em hit de grit, an' as they went down th' line I'd give

'em me toe an' tell 'em I wasn't runnin' no bargain counters fer blokes

ov deir kidney ; dem is things Mickey Dougherty'd do ef he was God."

Then the whistle blew.

From The Mills of Mammon, published by P. H. Murray & Co.,

Joliet, 111.

 



The New Revisionism in Germany

By William English Walling.

 

HE world's most important Socialist conference after

the International Congress at Amsterdam—such will

be the judgment of the historian of the Socialist

movement on the German Parteitag that has just

been brought to a close in Leipzig.

It is to be compared with the Congress of Dresden at

which the German Party declared by an overwhelming majority

against the revisionists, that revolutionary tactics must go with revo

lutionary principles and that Socialists were not to lend their polit

ical support to capitalistic governments. And just as the International

Congress held the next year at Amsterdam decided against Jaures

and the participation of Millerand in a non-Socialist ministry, so the

International Congress at Copenhagen next year may be expected to

take a stand against the new revisionism or laborism which is now

threatening to lead the movement in many countries away •from the

path of Socialism.

For, as Kautsky has made clear in his writings and speeches, the

new danger comes not from Bernstein or the intellectuals, but from

among conservative and opportunist leaders of the trade unions.

Theoretical revisionism, Kautsky maintains, is dead. Political re

visionism is at the danger point. That this is true is shown by the

fact that the revisionists refused to take any position on the question

of reaffirming the Dresden resolution, which therefore stands as

the party's principle. Like true opportunists they were ready to throw

Bernstein and the revisionist theory overboard if only left in control

of the political machine.

On the principal matter at issue to be sure, whether the Socialist

members of the Reichstag should have voted in favor of or against the

inheritance tax proposed by the late Biilow government, the revision

ists seemed to win a victory by the declaration of Bebel, that, had he

been well at the time, he would have opposed voting against the

tax. However it was just the kind of victory that will do the

revisionists the least good, now that they have given up hope of

moderating the fundamental principles of the party, namely, a mere

moral victory.

436
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For the conduct of the party in this matter was left at Leipzig

as before in the hands of the Reichstag members. Evenly divided at

the present moment, the new successes the Party is winning in every

bye-election must soon give the revolutionists a clear majority in

the Reichstag. For there is not a single revisionist on the party

executive, the editors of the Vorwarts are all revolutionists and the

overwhelming majority of the party membership stands with Singer,

Kautsky and Ledebour against the South Germans, the conservative

trade union leaders, and the relatively small group of revisionist

intellectuals.

The importance of the new tendency lies not in the fact that

it has captured or is about to capture the German party, but that

its tenets are almost identically the same as those which are as power

ful as ever in France, have recently gained the upper hand in Italy,

and are the only "Socialist" principles to which the British Trade

Unionists have ever paid the slightest heed.. Not only this but all

the main questions, including the bone of contention in Leipzig, are

equally under discussion in every modern country.

Whether in Germany or England, France, Italy, Austria or the

United States the most violent and aggressive anti-Socialist forces

are those of Imperialism. In all these countries it is the neces

sity of finding new means for military and naval expenditures that

alone shakes one or another section of the middle-class out of its

lethargy, persuades it to throw over some sacred principle of private

property and to put some new and revolutionary tax on some other

section of its class. Is it possible that income and corporation taxes

and constitutional amendments would now be discussed in the United

States if the military and naval expenditures of this last decade were

not four-fold those of the previous decade ?

So too in England and Germany the new taxes have led straight

to a constitutional crisis. If in England it is a question of abolish

ing the House of Lords, in Germany it is proposed by the Socialists

to utilize the need of the government for new taxes, to demand for

the nation the basis of true constitutional government, the control of

the army and navy and foreign affairs by the people's Parliament,

the Reichstag.

It is just such crises as have arisen at the present moment in

every country of the world that enable the Socialist Parties for the

first time to play a great historic role in weakening militarism and

establishing the basis of at least a political democracy. As reformers

Socialists will always be overshadowed by opportunist bourgeois

reformers who can and will sell out everything to obtain the reform

in question. But in these great constitutional crises it is necessary



438 THE NEW REVISIONISM IN GERMANY

to fight, which requires the backbone and principle to be found only

among Socialists in therse days.

Already in England the Liberals have begun to compromise with

the House of Lords, while their German counterparts have abandoned

all pretense to make use of the great crisis of a year ago, when (as

the world knows) the whole nation was up in arms against the

Emperor, in order to demand a constitutional government. Only the

most aggressive tactics on the part of English and German Socialists

can force the people of either country to take advantage of the finan

cial difficulties caused by Imperialism to forge a weapon by which

the latter may finally be overthrown.

But this is the very moment when British Laborites and German

revisionists come forward with a plan to strengthen the Liberals

by a political alliance. The situation in Germany and the arguments

used are almost exactly those of the other countries.

The arguments for and against the proposal of the Revisionists

to vote in favor of granting the proposed Inheritance Tax were

summed up in the shortest possible form by Karski in "Vorwarts":

"On the one side it is argued that we stand under all circum

stances in favor of the increase of the Inheritance Tax because it is

a direct tax. In the second place, we follow the tactics of choosing

the lesser evil and grant direct taxes in order to avoid indirect taxes.

In the third place we grant direct taxes to spoil the inclination of the

bourgeoisie for militarism ; which they will favor no longer if they

must bear the burden themselves.

"On the other side it is argued that we might grant direct taxes

but that it is by no means necessary that we should do so. If it is a mere

question of replacing indirect by direct taxes, then we are of course

in favor of doing so. But if it is a question of creating new sources

of income for the State, then we must ask first of all, to what purposes

are these new sources of income to be used. If they are to serve

the general aims of civilization, then we grant them. If they are to

serve purposes hostile to civilization and the people's welfare, like

militarism, colonialism and the big navy craze, then we refuse them

under all circumstances, according to the good old principle, 'Not a

single penny or a single man for the present system.' The argument

of the lesser evil can find no application here, since it leads to laugh

able conclusions; it would only be necessary for the Government

to demand as many indirect taxes as possible to be used against the

people in order to get the Social Democrats to grant direct taxes in

large amounts (to be used for the same purpose). Also the argu

ment that the bourgeoisie would lose its taste for militarism if its

cost had to be covered by direct taxes falls to the ground because
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the maintenance of militarism is for the bourgeoisie of to-day a life

and death question; it is the only means they have of defending their

domination against the proletariat and they will gladly trade direct

taxes for this purpose, especially when these direct taxes are so ridicu

lously small as they are in the Government's Inheritance Tax pro

posal."

With the change of a dozen words this whole resume could be

applied equally well to the English situation; there also the cause

of the new revolution in taxation is not that money is needed for

social reform but that the Government has decided to build more

Dreadnoughts and that the Liberals have become as imperialistic as

the Conservatives themselves. Similarly the principles of the argu

ment could be extended to the situation in nearly every other country.

In Germany, fortunately, the voters seem inclined to take the

revolutionary view, as was pointed out by Ledebour in his report to

the Leipzig Congress on behalf of the party executive. He said:

"All our experience proves that the best thing for us to do is

to oppose the whole system in the sharpest possible manner. The

colossal successes in the recent bye-elections show this. If this increase

of votes could be traced back to our declaration in favor of the

principle of the Inheritance Tax, the Radical and Liberal parties

would also show an increase of votes since they were on our side

in this question. But these parties have everywhere fared as badly

and in some places even worse than the Centre (Catholic) and Con

servative parties. The confidence of the people in our party grows,

not on account of our attitude to any side issue in which we find

ourselves in agreement with the bourgeois parties, but on account

of the basic principles which separate us from all other parties."

Chairman Singer expressed a similar opinion and seemed to

receive the approval of a majority of the Congress when he said :

"What has made the Social Democratic party great and strong?

Why, only the open and firm way in which we have stood for our

principles, both in regard to our final goal and in the politics of the

day Since the question of choosing the lesser evil has

been brought up here, I must say that I hold it to be a lesser evil,

if difficulties arise in our electoral agitation on account of a vote

(in the Reichstag) which was justified by our principles, than if we

finally take a path in which there is no possibility of stopping, in

order to avoid these difficulties Of course we will vote

for direct taxes, if the purpose for which the taxes are to be used

corresponds with our convictions, but to decide this question before

hand for each individual case, is impossible."

This clearly is the true Socialist position. But what then is
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the basic principle on which the revisionist opposition rests? The

long controversy between Kautsky and his revisionist and trade

union opponents, just before the Congress shows the heart of the

situation. Kautsky argued that English, German and especially

American experience in the past ten years has shown that the trade

unions cannot expect the same success as they could ten years ago,

before the era of Trusts and Employers' Associations, that therefore

they must seek the aid and co-operation everywhere of the Socialist

Party. The trade union revisionists answered that the prospects

of the. trade unions are satisfactory in all these countries without any

new and radical political action, and that on the contrary it is better

for the political party to give its chief attention to such everyday polit

ical matters as may be of immediate benefit to the unions. In other

words, the party plays a secondary role. If the political reformers

in the party will satisfy the immediate needs of the unions, the latter

will be glad to drop all larger questions and to leave the party man

agement in their hands.

This is the very root of the strength of latter day revisionism and

it is the basis of opportunism in the Socialist parties of every coun

try in the world. It is an alliance between ambitious climbers who

want to use the Socialist Party, consciously or unconsciously, to in

crease their own power or prestige or even to get into office and a

form of labor organization, the trade union on a commercial basis,

that has nothing more social in its outlook than the ancient guild.

But how does it come about that the Socialist parties tolerate

and foster such an element and admit a Labor Party to the Interna

tional Bureau, even though this is done expressly on probation?

The explanation can only be suggested in conclusion. The labor

unions are not the economic arm of the socialist movement

as many platforms suggest but, according to the best Socialisl

traditions, merely an economic arm of the movement. Though

the labor unions have always received a place of equal dignity and

rights to that of the political party in the Socialist literature describ

ing the class struggle, they are not and can not be of equal import

ance. In the party are to be gathered all true proletarian or anti-

capitalist elements of the population—those who live rather by their

own labor than through property or any other privilege. In the

unions are only such proletarian elements as can be successfully

organized to strike. But this is never more than a mere fraction

of the proletariat.

Even the whole industrial and manual working-class is only

a minority of the proletariat. The labor unions can embrace only
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a minority of the industrial and manual working-class. They are a

minority of a minority.

The labor unions are an economic arm of the proletariat, the

Socialist Party is the political arm of the movement.

The strike of producers is the only economic weapon used ex

clusively by the unions. The strike of consumers, or boycott, while

less important, is more social, since it can be used by all the prole

tariat, by all those who purchase even approximately the same articles.

Also the large and growing class of government employees, post

men, teachers and the like can strike only at supreme moments and

this is becoming more true of railway employees as they are gradually

taken under state control. Yet to get good work from these classes

their good will is essential and limitation of output or "passive

resistance" has often proved a successful means of combat.

So, altogether aside from the question of the relative importance

of the political and economic struggles, aside from the probability

that governmental arbitration, and pension and promotion schemes of

the Trusts may still further limit the field of the Unions, it is seen

that the party has a far broader task.

In France the Unions are conceded to have an equally important

role with the party because, while maintaining their independence,

they have announced that they propose to use the economic power

for the purposes of Socialism. Such Unions are not only a necessary

and useful business proposition for workingmen. They are a mili

tant wing (not the militant wing, however) of the Socialist move

ment. In Austria and many other countries the Unions are directly

under the influence of the party. In Germany and England, the

Unions, while willing to make use of a Socialist or Labor Party, offer

Socialism nothing in return.

When revolutionary Socialists call such an organization the

economic arm of the Socialist movement they are jumping out of the

frying-pan of the revisionism of the intellectuals into the fire of the

revisionism of pure and simple unionists.

For even after a pure and simple Union has entered "politics,"

who can say how many years or decades may be needed before it

sees the light of revolutionary Socialism?

Kautsky is right, the new revisionsm is more dangerous than the

old.



The Relation of Socialism to the

Woman Question

By Lida Parce.

 

HERE is a reason why woman suffrage should have a

place in the Socialist platform, but the platform

doesn't mention what it is. The platform gives the

reason for the faith that is in it on every other ques

tion, but not on this one. By this silence an obvi

ous and excellent opportunity for propaganda is

missed.

Only a few of our very best speakers have anything vital to say

on the woman question. Usually, when you hear a Socialist speech,

if the speaker is really conscientious, he will approach the woman

question with fear and trembling toward the end of the performance.

He will gather up all his nerve and say something violently dog

matic about the slavery of woman; but it is utterly unconvincing,

because he has not given his reasons. And in his heart he does not

believe there is a reason. If he did, the platform would have some

thing to say about it. The speaker closes "these few remarks" in

confusion and haste, with a pious feeling that, at any rate, he has

done his best. He has, poor man, but his best was not good enough.

He has not connected up his thoughts on the subject, because his in

terest was only perfunctory.

A Socialist recently said to me that he worked for woman suf

frage all the time and hoped it would come as soon as possible, though

he knew perfectly well that woman's conservatism would delay So

cialism. The reflection with which he closed is frequently heard

among party members, but it is based on a false application of the

word "conservatism." Now this is precisely the point. That wrong

application of the word is a fallacy that has had a wide acceptance,

which is readily accounted for by the fact that it requires a little

analysis to detect it. We speak of the conservation of anything that

has become established, no matter how ephemeral or how unrelated

to the well-being of the race. But a woman's conservatism is not

that kind ; it relates to the species. It was developed by the disci
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pline of being the protector and the provider for the young. The only

thing that can be called female conservatism" is that fundamental,

ineradical, dominating interest in the preservation and well-being

of the race, either as individuals or as a whole. What is so often

called woman's conservatism is that timidity and caution which arise

from the double uncertainty and perils of her doubly enslaved con

dition.

The present egotistic system is built on the male psychology.

The subjection of woman had to be accomplished before the foun

dations of the present system could be laid in the private owner

ship of land. It was necessary to do this first, because women were

dominated by the mother-spirit of altruism and had always worked

co-operatively for the benefit of the whole group. So that, both his

torically and logically, the question of the status of woman is prior

to the question of economic organization. I have not said "more im

portant;" I have said "prior." But if it is prior it can not be less

important. To suppose that the male psychology, unaided, will be

come so altruistic as to re-establish the co-operative system, while

it remains so egotistic as to keep woman in sexual and political sub

ordination is to imagine a vain thing.

The comrade who made the reflection quoted, referred to the suf

frage states, to show that women wish to maintain the present state

of things, and that revolution does not follow on woman suffrage.

The obvious reply is that men who have had the ballot for genera

tions are at present unable to control economic affairs by means of it.

Political liberty with economic dependence is utterly meaningless.

For ages women have been kept in a position where they were

dependent upon the performance of sex functions for a chance to

work. A woman had to look to a man, who had access to land, for

a chance to produce the necessities of life for herself and her children.

Under these abject and withering conditions, women were perverted

from the normal exercise of their dominant traits. The access to that

iand was a terribly important thing; and a woman was obliged to

compete with other women for a chance to thus prostitute her facul

ties. In time she came, like man, to see the economic consideration

too large, the human consideration too small. She was, for the time,

psychologically unsexed. The average woman now depends upon

her husband for the money with which to care for her family. And

be depends upon a complex of political and economic conditions for

a chance to earn that money. She is not in personal touch with these

conditions, and she is powerless to remedy them, however bad they

are. Again, it is, he is making some kind of a living, and if there

were to be a change she cannot tell how it would end. He is timid
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and uncertain about it himself, though he is a free citizen. Then

how much more timid must she be, in her restricted position and

with the living of her children at stake. But this timidity and caution

are not female conservativeness. They are the reasonable traits of a

slave psychology.

Individually, women have no power to affect conditions. But

the juvenile courts, the libraries, the parks and play-grounds, the

civic improvements of every kind, and literally thousands in number,

that have been established by the women's clubs in America, prove

what kind of thing it is that women do when, by association, they

gain some power to act. The question raised by women in their

club work is not: "Will it pay us?" But: "Will the condition of the

people be improved ?" They do not get together and say : "We will

buy some books for our children to read ; we will make a park for our

children to play in." Their work is communal, just as it was before

the "dawn of civilization." It is for all the people. This is the true

female conservatism. This is the mother psychology. Woman is

not only the mother of individuals; when she acts collectively, she

is the mother of the race.

There is not an ill arising from the present competitive organiza

tion of society that would not have been modified or avoided alto

gether if woman had not been bound and gagged. And yet many

Socialist speakers can with difficulty find anything to say on the

woman question. The platform sets forth no reason for its woman

suffrage plank.

There is endless material for argument on the woman question,

all of which hies back to the place of the female in every animal

species, and to the sex-psychology of woman, as the great conser

vator—not of dollars, but of human beings.

The dominant mental attitude of man is that of acquisition and

personal control. History tells its own story on that point, and so

does the present social system. Whether the male mind in general

will ever adopt feminine standards and aims sufficiently to estab

lish society on the feminine principle may be doubted. But if the

normal feminine mind were freed and in a position to express itself

there can be no doubt what the result would be.

The Socialist agitation of the woman question, therefore, should

take the form of spreading a knowledge of the true psychological

sex-character of woman. This can not fail to appeal strongly to

every woman who comes to understand it; for it is the basis of her

diginity, the justification of her destiny as a free human being. At

the same time it must not be forgotten that the feminine mode of

life has been forcibly perverted, and it will take time for woman to
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readjust herself to the expression of her normal character. Any one

who is a true Socialist will welcome this understanding of female

conservatism with enthusiasm, when he is convinced of its truth;

and he will not allow his traditional sex-attitude to interfere with his

comprehension.

Socialists should not allow the capitalist imputation of radical

ism to stand for an instant. It is capitalism that is radical. Social

ism is the very essence of conservatism.- And if woman can be edu

cated in the principles of Socialism and then freed for action, it is

a foregone conclusion how she will respond.

It is a cheerful capitalist custom to "view with alarm" the re

motest suggestion of feminism, and to get gay over the special at

tributes of the feminine mind. But the time for that sort of thing

is nearly past. The masculine psychology, unbridled and unhindered,

has about tried itself out. And though it has many achievements

to its credit, its record does not justify any lofty or disdainful atti

tude toward woman. On the contrary that record shows cause why

man should, with patience and humility undertake the task of freeing

woman, not for the sake of her deliverance; but- for delivering the

race from the penalties of his folly.

It is to the Socialist Party alone that we can look for any ade

quate or dignified treatment of the woman question. It is only on

the basis of the materialist interpretation of life that the really ideal

reasons for woman suffrage can be advanced. But even the Socialist

Party needs to be admonished from time to time "lest we forget."

Yes, savagery, barbarism, civilization called

upon woman and child to share in life's strug

gles; but it remained for the age of machin

ery, the age of "society," the age of the billion

aire, the age of general suffrage and demo

cratic governments, the age of triumphant

science and free public schools, the age of mar

velous inventions—marvelous means of pro

duction—to enslave them body and soul. It

remained for this age of progress to reduce

millions of them to a servitude in which they

may well envy the condition of the mediaeval

serf or the black slave of the southland.—From

Industrial Problems, by N. A. Richardson.



Forces Making for Industrial Unionism

in Australia

H. -Scott Bennett.

 

HE friends of Industrial Unionism in America will be

pleased to hear that there is a decided tendency on the

part of several of the most important unions in Aus

tralia to discard the principles of craft unionism in favor

of unionism industrial! For some time Industrial

Unionism, or the principle thereof, have been advocated

by the S. L. P., I. W. W. Clubs and the various organizations affiliated

with the Socialist Federation of Australia! The persistent advocacy of

the only form of economic organization compatible with 20th century con

ditions, together with certain sharp shocks recently experienced by

several large craft unions in one or two struggles with the master class,

has brought about the pleasing state of affairs that I am about to relate.

Let us take the case of the Sydney (New South Wales) Trades

and Labor Council first!

Some time ago the Tramway employes of Sydney (the trams are

run by the government) went on strike. Thanks to some fine work

put in by certain labor politicians, together with a remarkable display of

organized scabbery, the strike collapsed. Naturally, there was a vast

amount of dissatisfacion shown by the men, and so the Trades and Labor

Council eventually appointed a sub-committee to go into the whole matter

and present a report upon the causes that led to the defeat of the men.

Let me say here that the Sydney Labor Council represents roughly

forty thousand unionists, and that a few months ago a number of the

delegates in the Council were wont to make merry over the subject of

Industrial Unionism. But a marked difference is observable today, as

the following excerpts from the sub-committees report, since adopted by

the whole Council will show : ,

"The Tramway strike amply demonstrates the futility of sec

tional strikes."

"The whole blame is on our own shoulders because we trades

unionists are not organized on right lines, viz., industrial lines"

We should be so organized that when a strike takes place, "the whole in

dustry should stop at the same time."
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That, I think, is a fairly frank confession of the impotency of craft

unionism in its every day fights with the master class !

Here is another instance of the tendency shown by the unions to

move toward Industrialism. In Broken Hill a great struggle has just

terminated between the "Brothers," Labor and Capital! Much has oc

curred there to turn the eyes of the workers in the direction of Indus

trial Unionism ! Persistent advocacy by the local Socialists, the able ad

vocacy with tongue and pen by Tom Mann, who took a prominent part in

the strike proceedings, together with many a vivid illustration of the

weakness of craft unionism, accounts for the issuing of the following

circular. The circular comes from the Barrier Labor Federation several

thousand strong. It opens with an appeal for "one central head" elected

by the unions of Australia. The desire is "to bring about the unity of

the workers of the country," because we see the masters everywhere

united, irrespective of the business they are engaged in, fighting

"one common battle against us, while we are too often split into sections."

The circular concludes with an appeal for a conference for the pur

pose of forming an Industrial Union. Now, here is another interesting

circular sent out some time ago and which ultimately produced a fairly

tangible result. It is issued by the union of Port Pirie, and runs as fol

lows: "The committee has come to a definite and unanimous con

clusion THAT CRAFT UNIONISM HAS OUTLIVED ITS USEFULNESS, and that

20th Century industrial development demands a more perfect form of

organization. As the outcome of this letter a conference was held at

Adelaide, the capital of South Australia, where the following unions were

represented : S. A. Government General Workers' Association ; The

Commonwealth Public Service Electric Telegraph and Telephone Con

struction Branch Union; Federated Iron, Brass and Steel Moulders'

Union of Australia, Port Pirie Branch; Australian Boot Trade Federa

tion, Adelaide Branch; General Division Association of S. A., Federal

Public Service ; Adelaide Hairdressers Employes ; Cast Iron Pipe Makers

and Iron Workers Assistants; The Typographical Society; Moonta

Mines Trades and Labor Association ; The Journeymen Plasterers ; Glass

Bottle Blowers; Bookbinders and Paper Rulers; Wallaroo Mines Work

ers' Association ; South Australian United Laborers ; Brickyard Em

ployes' Association; Tobacco Twisters; Third Class Marine Engineers;

Australian Workers' Union; Timber Yard and Wood Workers; The

Amalgamated Carpenters and Joiners ; Drivers Association of S. A. ;

The A. M. A. Port Pirie and The Engine Drivers' and Firemen." After

an interesting discussion the unions represented decided to form a

"Workers' Federation of South Australia," having for its object com

plete industrial organization for the effective handling of industrial dis

putes and the abolition of capitalism. It will be seen, I think, from the
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illustrations given, that there is anything but a marked feeling of hos

tility shown towards Industrial Unionism on the part of the unions in

Australia. Truly, the whole movement is still in the making, but let me

again remind "Review" readers that the organization named were

either entirely ignorant as to the meaning and significance of Industrial

Unionism or, where it was known, no great desire was manifested to

pay any great attention to it. Now, however, that the tide has set in

in the right direction, it will be the duty of all Socialists and Industrial

ists to assist in every way this remarkable development in Trades Union

circles. That they will do so I have no doubt. Without exception every

Socialist organization in Australia endorses Industrial Unionism, and

they, in conjunction with other agencies, must see to it that the principles

of this all-important movement are kept well before the eyes of Aus

tralia's wage slaves.

Sydney, Australia, Sept. 8, 1909.

In every mill and every factory, every mine

and every quarry, every railroad and every

shop, everywhere the workers, enlightened,

understanding their self-interest, are correlat

ing themselves in the industrial and economic

mechanism. They are developing their indus

trial consciousness, their economic and polit

ical power; and when the revolution comes,

they will be prepared to take possession and

assume control of every industry. With the

education they will have received in the Indus

trial Workers, they will be drilled and disci

plined, trained and fitted for Industrial Mas

tery and Social Freedom.—Eugene V. Debs,

in Revolutionary Unionism.
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What Is the Matter with the Socialist

Party

Socialism, the proletarian revolt against the ruling class, was never

s-o much alive as today. The ruthless march of organized capital is daily

recruiting the proletariat with new wage workers and making rebels out

of both the old and the new proletarians by grinding down wages to the

point of bare subsistence. As a consequence the laborers are becoming

r.iore revolutionary than ever before. All over the world the ruling

classes are busy devising measures to stem the rising tide. Here in the

United States the "conspiracy of silence" is broken and socialism is being

discussed from pulpit, press and platform. Our own correspondence from

all over the United States is day by day more optimistic, showing an ever

growing enthusiasm for our proletarian propaganda.

Meanwhile the Socialist Party as an organization has failed to make

a corresponding growth. Its vote in 1908 was but slightly larger than in

1904. It has during the last five years enrolled probably over 150,000

members, including those who held membership cards in 1904, but the

present total membership as shown by the monthly dues is about 45,000,

and the number who took the trouble to attend meetings and vote on a

recent referendum was only about 8,500. The action taken at this refer

endum was a surprise. Two decidedly reactionary propositions were

adopted. One was to drop from our "immediate demands," in the list of

social utilities the collective ownership of which is demanded, the words

'and all land." This carried by 5,382 to 3,117. The other was to insert

into the Declaration of Principles the following paragraph :

"There can be no absolute private title to land. All private titles,

whether called fee simple or otherwise, are and must be subordinate to

the public title. The Socialist Party strives to prevent land from being

used for the purpose of exploitation and speculation. It demands the

collective possession, control or management of land to whatever extent

may be necessary to attain that end. It is not opposed to the occupation

AND POSSESSION of land by those using it in a useful and bona fide

manner without exploitation."

It was adopted by a vote of 5,936 to 2,565. We have given these

details since they are necessary to the understanding of the following
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official communication lately received from the Third Ward Branch of

Local Denver, which we regard as being important enough to deserve full

consideration and discussion:

TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF THE UNITED STATES :

Whereas, It has for some time been apparent that The Socialist Party of the

United States is not a. revolutionary organization of the working class, based on

the principles of SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM, but is merely a stamping ground

for faddists, careerists and notoriety seekers bent upon obtaining pelf and power

at the expense of an already overburdened class; and

Whereas, Practically all of the official positions in this organization have been

usurped by as conscienceless a crew of bourgeois buccaneers as ever practiced piracy

on the high seas of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity ; and

Whereas, This cockroach element, composed of preachers without pulpits, law

yers without clients, doctors without patients, storekeepers without customers dis

gruntled political coyotes and other riff-raff, through its self-appointed leadership,

has relegated the real proletarians to the rear; and

Whereas, In their mad scramble for votes, these muddle-headed marauders of

the middle class have seen fit to foist upon the Socialist Party, in the name of the

working class, such infamies as "Craft Unionism," "Anti-Immigration," "State

Autonomy," and a series of ludicrous and illogical "Immediate Demands"; and

Whereas, The final act, the climax, the culmination of these and other prostitu

tions came when the Socialist Party by referendum vote decided to drop Socialism

from its platform and adopt in its stead an emasculated form of the late lamented

Single Tax; be it therefore

Resolved, That we, the fifty-five proletarians members in good standing of the

Third Ward Branch of Local Denver, Socialist Party of Colorado, do reaffirm our

allegiance to the principles of SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM and to the cause of

OUR class, and do hereby withdraw from the organization falsely called "The

Socialist Party of the United States" ; and be it further

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the State and National

officials of the party and to the Socialist and Labor Press of the United States.

Third Ward Branch of Local Denver, Socialist Party of Colorado,

Herbert Graham, 1762 Champa Street,

Walter C. Smith, 715 W. nth Avenue,

Philip Engle, 1830 Champa Street,

Committee.

Dated at Denver, Colorado, September 23, 1909.

In publishing these resolutions, we do not endorse the view of the

Denver comrades that proletarians should desert the Socialist Party as

hopelessly middle-class. We believe there is some measure of truth in

the indictment, but we can see a definite economic cause for the pre

dominance of the middle class in the party up to this time, and economic

reasons also why we should hope for a radical change to proletarian tactics

on the part of the Socialist Party in the near future. Craft unionism

is a survival from conditions of but yesterday, conditions under which

it was the logical form of working-class organization. True, the rapid

march of industrial progress has made it as obsolete as the spinning-

wheel and the stage-coach, but it always takes people some time to adjust
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their ideas and institutions to new conditions. Most of the proletarian

members of the Socialist Party thus far have been members of craft

unions for the very good reason that such membership was for them a

necessary condition for holding their jobs. This membership naturally

made them reluctant to antagonize craft unions, and this reluctance is

reflected in the platforms and resolutions of the Socialist Party. Apart

from trade unionists, our membership thus far has been mainly recruited

from the small producers and professional men, who, as B. E. Nilsson

points out on another page of this month's Review, are not in daily touch

with the great industrial processes as proletarians are, and can exercise

control over these processes only through the political state. Thus it is

not in the least surprising that the Socialist Party in the past has placed

undue emphasis on voting and law-making. Nor on the other hand is it

surprising that with these tactics we have scarcely touched the great mass

of the proletariat.

But forces stronger than ourselves are pushing us on. The great

capitalists have built up a system of organized industry beside which the

political state is a pigmy. In the course of this process they have been

systematically crushing out the old conservative trade unions. On their

ruins is already rising a new type of union, revolutionary as Marx himself,

ruthless as capitalism, strong in the thought, learned not from Marx but

from grim experience, that the workers have nothing to lose but their

chains, and all the world to gain. It is in these unions, not the aristocracy

of labor but its democracy, that the Socialist Party of the future must find

its strength.

Long enough we have cringed before the aristocracy of labor begging

for votes that we did not get. Long enough we have experimented with

"immediate demands" that might swell our apparent strength by winning

the votes of people opposed to revolution. The time has come for the

proletarians of the party and those who believe the party should be

proletarian in its tactics to bring about a revolution inside the party. Let

us not withdraw like the Denver comrades but take possession. Let us put

wage-workers on the National Executive Committee. Let us cut the

"immediate demands" out of our platform and leave reformers to wrangle

over reforms. Let us make it our chief task to spread the propaganda

of revolution and of the new industrial unionism, and when we elect

members of our own class to office, let us instruct them that their most

important work is to hamper the ruling class in the war it will be waging

on the revolutionary unions. With tactics like these, apathy will dis

appear, and the Socialist Party will for the first time become a vital force

in the struggle between capitalists and wage-workers.
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' BY WILLIAM E. BOHN

SPAIN. Another Martyr. As the Re

view goes to press this month the world

is all on fire with the story of a new

martyrdom. Francisco Ferrer has been

added to the long list of those who died

for freedom's sake. On September thir

teenth he was shot to death in a prison

yard. His last act was to refuse the

ministrations of priests and his last

words, "Long live the Modern Schools ! "

There is no need of repeating here the

story of his life and death. During the

past few days it has been burned into

the consciousness of the civilized world.

But I cannot refrain from pointing out

that the dramatic events which have

centered our gaze on far-away Barcelona

uncover the play of forces in our so

ciety as few things have ever done.

Francisco Ferrer was not a socialist.

In the ordinary sense of the word he

was not a revolutionist. He was an

educator; his life and fortune were de

voted to the foundings of schools and

the publishing of books. At the time

of his death he was the administrator

of a school system which included more

than a hundred institutions of learning;

his publishing house had supplied the

Spanish nation with its first system of

modern text-books. This Was his life-

worK, this the revoution which he stood

for.

For a long time the clerical powers

of Spain had been seeking his life. In

1907 he eluded their bloody grasp. The

riots of last July gave them another

opportunity. The Archbishop of Barce

lona sent to SeQor Maura a protest

against the uprising and "the individuals

who are responsible therefor; that is to

say, the partisan of godless schools,

the radical press, and the anarchist

groups." Then it was suddenly discov- '

ered that the founder of the Modern

Schools was the chief aider and abettor

of the riots. It is true that until shortly

before the trouble he had been in Eng

land and that the day of the riot he

spent working in his office. But had he

not some months previously lent a small

sum to one of the wicked labor unions?

At any rate he was an enemy of the

church; so he was sentenced to death.

If the sound of the shot that ended

his life could have been kept within

the boundaries of Spain one would say

that this was just the old story over

again. Religious bigotry had found an

other victim: what of that? But the

sound of that shot re-echoed till our

whole civilization shook with the vibra

tion. And then an interesting thing

appeared. The news of this latest mar

tyrdom acted like the acid in the re

tort: it separated the powers of light

from those of darkness. Who waa it

that rose in protest? Was it the states

men, the clergy or our vaunted capitalist

press? No—it was a few scientists on

the one hand and the great body of toil

ers on the other. The scientists express

their horror in proclamations and let

ters; the toilers gather in a score of

cities, they march, they riot, they go out

on strike. No better evidence could

there be to show which are the forces

of progress, the representatives of en

lightenment. The thousands of dollars

that are pouring into Sweden show that

the proletariat of the world is awake

to its common economic interests; the

instant response to the awful news from

Spain shows that it is no less awake to

its great need of intellectual enlight

enment.

SWEDEN. The Fight Goes On. The

great struggle of the Swedish workers

continues unabated. Approximately

150,000 men are preparing for an all-

winter campaign. Early in September

the government, at the instigation of

the Employers' Association, appointed

an arbitration committee. For weeks

it examined the statements submitted to

it by the two contestants, and finally

gave up in despair. The peculiar thing

about the situation is that the employ

ers are increasing their demands as time

goes on. They are attempting, e. g., to

force upon the tailors' union a reduction

of more than a dollar a week. In other

industries they demand that the workers
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sign individual long-time contracts.

Through the government's* committee, in

fact, they tried to force upon the na

tional federation a general arbitration

agreement for the settlement of all fu

ture differences. Evidently the employ

ers do not want peace; they are at

tempting to break the back of the prole

tarian revolt once for all. They recog

nize the supreme importance of the fight.

It will be interesting to see what their

next move will be. The national con

vention of the federated unions is to

meet late in November. Probably the

employers' association will try to force

matters before that time.

There is little to be said about a splend-

did fight like this that our Swedish

comrades are making. On the one hand

it shows what perfect organization can

do. So thoroughly do the Swedish work

ers keep themselves in hand, so steady

is their temper, that any of them, after

they have gone back to work, can be

called off their jobs at a moment's no

tice. Every employer has to keep his

promises to the letter. There is no ex

citement, but neither is there the least

negligence, the least lethargy, the least

giving way.

On the other hand the international

solidarity of the workers has never been

so triumphantly exhibited. Denmark,

Norway, Germany are pouring money

into Sweden in unprecedented amounts.

Except England all the nations of the

civilized world seem to be doing their

utmost. This struggle is teaching the

world's toilers to think and act together.

These are proud days for "the masses."

They sense their kinship with comrades

over seas; they feel as never before the

overmastering power that is in them.

GERMANY. Social Democrats Still

Revolutionists. Again our capitalist pa

pers have made the old discovery. The

annual convention of the German Social

Democracy met at Leipzig September 13-

18. Within a day or two thereafter

practically every American daily—the

Daily Socialist and the New York Call

excepted—displayed the news that our

German comrades had at last consented

to listen to reason. The Socialist party

over there, where it is large enough to

feel the weight of public responsibility,

had become meek as a sucking dove.

The lesson to unreasonable American

socialists was obvious.

What is the truth of the matter!

The very last thing done by the conven

tion, and the thing best advertised

abroad, was to accept unanimously a

resolution reaffirming the party's revolu

tionary principles. At an early session

a resolution against any sort of com

promise with the Liberals had been car

ried by a good majority. Later it was

discovered that this resolution was so

worded as to prevent the party from pur

suing its ordinary course in the matter

of the very complex election arrange

ments made necessary by German law.

Therefore the resolution was reconsid

ered and voted down. During the last

session Comrade Dittman introduced the

resolution mentioned above. This reso

lution stated that so far as compromise

with other parties is concerned the party

reaffirms its adherence to the principle

laid down last year at Dresden. At

Dresden, it will be remembered, the fol

lowing declaration was made: "The con

vention condemns most emphatically the

revisionistic attempt to alter our hith

erto victorious policy, a policy based

upon the class-struggle; just as in the

past we shall go on to achieve power by

conquering our enemies, not by compro

mising with the existing order of things."

The only opposition to the reaffirmation

of this statement was on the ground of

its superfluity. Why reaffirm, certain

comrades asked, what we are all agreed

upon and what everybody knows? But

for the enlightenment of the capitalist

press the resolution was unanimously ac

cepted.

There is reason enough, from the capi

talist point of view, for minimizing the

German movement. Three by-elections

held recently show that it has made

most astounding gains. In the district

of Landau-Neustadt, e. g., the socialist

vote has more than doubled in .two

years; the socialist candidate received

6,340 votes in 1907 and 12,718 in 1909.

In this case it was the Liberals who

lost. At an election just held at Cob-

lenz a similar gain was made at the

expense of the Catholic party. The im

mediate cause for revolutionary flood

tide is, of course, the government's new

tax law. Pursuing their regular policy,

building Dreadnoughts faster than Eng

land, the rulers of Germany have at last

got to the end of their string; the people

are up in rebellion.

But election returns are not the only

signs which alarm the bourgeois au

thorities. The annual party report pre

sented at Leipzig indicates a solid

growth that should prove an inspiration

to socialists of other lands. In spite

of the prevailing unemployment the

membership of the party grew during

the past year from 587,336 to 633,309.
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The number of women in the party more

than doubled. The number of daily pa

pers controlled by the party grew from

seventy-one to seventy-four. The regu

lar receipts for the year amounted to

about $300,000. No wonder the reac

tionists are concerned about the doings

of so tremendous an organization.

Aside from its reaffirmation of revo

lutionary piinciples two features of the

convention proceedings are ot interest

to the international movement. For

months past German papers have been

filled with discussion of the party's at

titude toward the tax measure recently

put through by the government. The

official party program directs socialist

legislators to oppose indirect, and sup

port direct, tax measures. In principle,

of course, this is correct; direct taxes

are theoretically just, or at least may

be. It will be remembered that a

scheme of inheritance taxes formed part

of the government measure. It reached

its second reading, and received the un

divided support of the socialist fraction

that far. At the second reading it hap

pened to be defeated. Some of the lead

ers of the fraction declared, however,

that had it come up for its final read

ing they would have voted against it.

This opened up the whole question of

the party's attitude toward capitalist

taxation. It was declared on all sides

that the party program was inadequate.

In the case under discussion, for ex

ample, adherence to it would lead to a

preposterous result. The inheritance tax

was introduced to make the proletariat

swallow a long list of indirect taxes;

the rich were to contribute to the gov

ernment 100,000,000 marks and the poor

400,000,000. And at any rate the money

was all to be expended by the capitalists

for capitalist purposes. Could the so

cialists logically vote money into the

hands of their enemies?

This problem was long and warmly

discussed, but no conclusion was reached.

The discussion of it continues in the

papers and magazines. Very likely it

will appear oh the program of the in

ternational congress next year. It is

one of the great issues which must be

met in every land as soon as the so

cialist movement reaches maturity.

Sooner or later the international move

ment must take a definite stand with

regard to it.

Another matter was discussed with

more definite results. Among the taxes

forced into the government's recently

adopted measure by the defeat of the

inheritance tax was one on whisky. It

happens that the manufacturers of

whisky are the very land-owners who

objected to every form of tax which

would affect the rich. As a means of

striking at these wealthy parasites and

at the same time defeating the purposes

of the government, the socialists de

cided upon the use of an unusual weap

on. After carefully canvassing all the

possiblities they voted a national boy

cott on whisky. In a country where

the indulgence in alcoholic liquors is so

much a part of daily life as in Ger

many the effective enforcement of such

a boycott would seem to demand the

strongest organization and most extraor

dinary devotion to the cause. But so

far the move seems to have been en

tirely successful. The organs of the

land-owning capitalists are fairly beside

themselves with rage. One would think,

to read their editorials, that a large con

sumption of whisky were part of the

duty of every patriotic German.

ENGLAND. The "Socialist Budget."

Our English comrades face a problem

exactly like the one which has aroused

so much discussion in Germany. No

end of nonsense has been written about

the budget recently introduced by the

English government. Lord Roseberry

and the London Times pronounce it so

cialistic; Keir Hardie and other Labor

Party men are supporting it; even our

brilliant French leader, Jean Jaures, has

called it a great social measure, a sign

of the rapid advancement of the English

people and the discerning, modern spirit

of English statesmen. All this has

aroused the wrath of the Social Demo

cratic Party spokesmen. In the columns

of Justice they denounce the budget and

all its sponsors.

As a revolutionary socialist I have

little interest in the doings of capitalist

parliaments, but the matter of the Eng

lish budget has a significance which

makes it worth discussing. What is the

significance of the introduction of such

a measure? How does it happen that

our European comrades are so divided

with regard to it?

So far as the sources of government

income are concerned, the incidence of

taxation, the new budget does appear

revolutionary. It provides for a pro

gressive tax on all incomes above £3,000

and, most surprising of all, a tax on

the unearned increment of land values.

Society in this case really proposes to
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step in and take a small part of the

value which it alone creates.

It is easy to see how this may ap

pear, even to some socialists, a step in

the direction of justice. The English

leaders, Premier Asquith, Loyd-George

and others, profess an ardent hatred

of the lords and an equally ardent love

of the working class. Even as keen a

Frenchman as Comrade Jaures may eas

ily be deceived by the pious professions

of the Anglo-Saxon in politics. As to

the Labor Party leaders, their case is

different.

How did a Liberal government come

to introduce such a budget? What is the

meaning of it? The rulers of England,

like those of Germany, have been for

a long time on the verge of bankruptcy.

This is not so much due to the pitiful

old-age pension bill passed a year ago

as to the constantly increasing demand

for army and navy. It is absolutely

necessary to increase the national in

come.

But this is not the whole story. When

the present government went into power

it was pledged to introduce reform meas

ures. Months wore into years and noth

ing happened. The education bill was

lost, and the old-age pension bill, when

it was finally passed, was little better

than a farce. The popularity of the gov

ernment rapidly waned. Every by-elec

tion indicated" that the Tories were

gaining.

Something had to be done. The pres

ent budget was the thing. It would

raise the necessary revenue and restore

the party to its pristine popularity. The

tide set in motion by years of socialist

propaganda might be made to turn the

Liberal mill.

The outcome shows that the govern

ment leaders have reckoned shrewdly.

The proposal to tax the rich has won

immediate support. If an election is

forced in the near future the Liberals

will be the gainers by it.

As I remarked above, even many of

our comrades have been deceived by the

talk about "fitting the burden to the

back," etc. It sounds so "socialistic."

But this measure, purely political in its

origin and purpose, can lay no valid

claim to socialist support. Suppose the

rich are forced to turn over a little of

their wealth; for what will it be ex

pended? A small fraction, at most some

£30,000,000, will go for old-age pen

sions. And the rest? For Dreadnoughts

and rifles—which latter, in case of need,

will be turned on the workers. Suppose

the rich do pay; they will be purchas

ing what they themselves need and

want. Is that "socialistic?"

In this case, as in so many others,

not only the labor members of Parlia

ment, but the chief part of the laboring

class has been led astray. For in their

recent convention at Ipswich they voted

almost unanimously to support the new

budget.

BROOKS' NEW CURE
Brooks' Appliance. New FOR

discovery. Wonderful. No

obnoxious springs or pads.

Automatic Air Cushions.

Binds and draws the broken

parts together as you would

a broken limb- No salves.

No lymphol. No lies. Dur-I

able, cheap. Pat. Sept. 10,'M.

SENT ON TRIAL.1
CATALOGUE FREE.

C. E Brooks,! 037 Brooks Bldg.. Marshal I. Mich.

 

 

$10
FOR A MADE-

TO - ORDER Suit

Get my Sample Book before you buy your next Suit or

Overcoat. Prices from $10 to $30.

Made to Your Individual Measure

in a first-class manner, consistent with price. See my ads

in Sept. and Oct. Review. Sample Book sent on request.

A. B. CONKLIN, 151 Fifth Ave., Chicago



1 ■-!'- ■ I ' ,■-■? ' ^l ?"> ■ ■ '!' II 1 1 J Wj|

THE WORLD
OF

LABOR

BY MAX S. HAYES

 

There is another great strike looming

up on the industrial horizon. Officers

of the miners are making ready for a

possible national suspension in all the

bituminous coal fields. The issue is be

ing forced by the operators of central

Pennsylvania. They have been holding

secret meetings and discussed the matter

of enforcing a reduction of wages when

the present scale expires next April. The

operators wants a cut of at least 10

per cent, some demanding as high as a

25 per cent reduction. They claim they

are unable to compete with non-union

mines in Pennsylvania and West Vir

ginia, and that the union miners will

have to come down to the level of the

scabs or they must close their mines.

On the other hand the members of the

United Mine Workers declare with em

phasis that they will not only not accede

to a reduction, but must have a raise in

wages. They point out the fact that at

the present scale and averaging but two

or three days' work per week in many of

the districts it is difficult to keep body

and soul together. In many places the

miners have been pressed to the border

line of starvation and something must

be done to make their conditions more

bearable.

"These operators talk very glibly about

enforcing a reduction in wages," said a

national officer to me, in discussing the

situation, "but as they are far removed

from the pauper level and have no hun

gry stomachs to feed with the miserable

pittance that the miners average the

year around, they cannot or do not ap

preciate the conditions of our people.

We will not stand to be driven back

one farthing. Some other scheme besides

a reduction in the wage scale will have

to be found by the operators if they are

dissatisfied with their profits. If our

members were not called upon to pay

dividends on stock watered to the limit

by mine operators, railway barons and

hordes of middle men we would probably

be living as comfortably and decently

as many other people employed in less

hazardous occupations. We furnish the

fuel that keeps the world's industries in

motion and mankind from freezing and

starving, and yet we in turn for per

forming this useful service to society

are compelled to continually battle for

the meanest measure of subsistence.

"Talk about a robber system! When

the cost of distributing coal is from 100

to 400 per cent greater than the cost of

production what business has any one got

to call this proflt-mongering capitalistic

system an ideal one? The trouble has

been that our membership has tabooed

the study of economics, placed blind

faith in equally blind leaders while

labor-saving machines, corporations and

trusts have grown up all about us to in

tensify our struggle for existence. But,

thank God ! the miners are waking up

and beginning to appreciate the problems

that confront, and I make the prediction

that they will be in the vanguard in the

march of labor toward emancipation from

capitalistic exploitation."

That the Western Federation of Mi

ners and the United Mine Workers will

form some sort of an alliance the coming

year that will in all probability develop

into a powerful industrial organization

is almost a foregone conclusion. Wher

ever the proposition is discussed, espe

cially among the rank and file, it is

meeting with enthusiastic endorsement.

As far as I am able to learn the officers,

with possibly here and there an excep

tion, are also warmly in favor of the

proposed federation, which will virtually

include all organized underground work

ers on this continent and probably result

in bringing many thousands of non

union men into the fold.

John M. O'Neill, editor of the Miners'

Magazine, official organ of the W. F.
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ot M., printed in Denver, has been mak

ing a speaking tour through the Middle

West during the past month and his

time been largely spent in coal mining

districts. Wherever he has gone he

declares that the miners are of but one

opinion, namely, that an industrial fed

eration to comprise every worker in and

about the mines should be arranged with

out delay.

"The industrial form of organization

is now going to have its day," said

O'Neill, in speaking of the matter to the

writer. "This thing of one craft scab

bing on another craft when in trouble

in some industry is worse than lunacy;

it is a crime against the working class

as a whole. What the workers want and

are going to have is organization by in

dustry, in which labor's shibboleth of 'an

injury to one is the concern of all' will

not be mere lip service, but will be given

practical demonstration. All the miner's

should be under one head, all the iron

and steel workers should be in one or

ganization, the clothing workers the

same, ditto the building crafts, the print

ers and all down the line, then have one

grand federation constructed and con

ducted on democratic lines, and then

labor will be feared and respected by the

capitalists and their politicians, and not

before."

To make preliminary arrangements to

establish an alliance a delegation from

the W. F. of M. will meet with the Unit

ed Mine Workers' convention in Indian

apolis next January. If a joint commit

tee can agree upon plans the member

ships will undoubtedly ratify them.

Excepting probably the United Hat

ters, no organization has been battered

so hard as the Amalgamated Association

of Iron, Steel and Tin Plate Workers.

The United States Steel Corporation has

been absolutely merciless in its efforts

to smash that organization to pieces, and

it is only too true that the trust has par

tially succeeded in its unholy campaign.

It is safe to say that no class of organ

ized workers has made a more heroic

stand against such overwhelming odds

as the little band of tinplate men—al

most the last remnant of the once pow

erful Amalgamated Association—who

have been on the firing line for months

pitting their empty stomachs against the

billions of capital controlled by the trust.

If this contest, which has extended

over a period of years, has served no

other purpose, it has at least demon-

Llewellyn Lewis, vice-president of the

strated the fact that the days of old

craft unionism are numbered and edu

cated the iron and steel workers to a

clear understanding of the advantages of

of complete industrial organization.

A. A., informed me a few days ago that

the one subject most generally discussed

among the iron and steel workers is that

of industrialism. Lewis was on the

ground at McKees Rocks and watched

the struggle at the Pressed Steel Car

plant and he speaks in the highest ad

miration of the manner in which that

memorable contest was conducted.

"The old policies of the American Fed

eration of Labor, probably good in their

day, have outlived their usefulness," said

Lewis. "New conditions have arisen

while we have been asleep, and the time

has come to adopt new methods to meet

the problems that are before us. It makes

me heartsick when I think of the selfish

manner in which some of our crafts

have had only a single eye to the bet

terment of the conditions of the skilled

men and utterly neglected the under dog.

The result has been that we are being

pulled down to the level of the worker

who has been forgotten and neglected.

Now we have got to begin at the bottom

and build up and lift up. And I am

glad of it. We are going to organize

all workers in the iron and steel indus

try, from the cheapest unskilled laborer

to the highest priced mechanic. Nor will

we stop with mere industrial organiza

tion. Henceforth we intend to also lay

stress upon the necessity of labor be

coming united politically. In every civ

ilized country under the sun labor has a

voice in legislative bodies, except here

in America, where we have been accus

tomed to indulge in big talk and that's

about all to the great satisfaction of the

plutocrats. Our men are beginning to

learn that talk is cheap, but it is takes

money to support their families, and so

the time is ripe for a forward movement.

Our plans have not yet fully matured,

but we will probably be prepared to

introduce some innovations in the near

future."

Vice-President Lewis is a brother of

Tom Lewis, president of the United Mine

Workers, and next to President Mc-

Ardle has been the most active official in

the field in the struggle against the Unit

ed States Steel Corporation. He never

hesitates to pay the highest compliments

to the Socialist organizers and speakers

who have lent their assitance to the iron

and steel workers throughout the strike.
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ary words with their definition, pronounciations, derivations and synonyms under a single alphabetical arrangement, It pro

nounce* every word. Imcomparabie Information about every hisiorcial person—word- ihlng— place or event, 2X.O0O pages of

learning—7.000 illustrations—Covers every subject. A library is complete with it— no library is compleie without it.

History, Science. Art, Literature. Mechanics, Botany, Zoology, Chemistry, Physiology, Astronomy, Geography,

Geology, Ethnology , Ethnography. Architecture, Archaeology —every branch of human knuwledce — to have it Is to

University education. And yet on this great Special Limited Offer this work £oes at 30 cents on the dollar.

The Imperial Encyclopedia is acknowledged (he HIGHEST and FIaSAL AUTHORITY.

"Meets more fully my idea of a perfect Encyclopedia I "in all respects answers my expectations — comprehen

than any other.*"— FERRIS S. FITCH, Ex-Superinten- sive— accurate and compact."—PROF. DOYLE, Yale

deal Public Instractioru Michigan. I University.
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these sets. They are for prompt purchasers. A Book Case FREE— ^r^/" Gilbert

absolutely FREE—with each of the FIRST 100 ORDERS. y/<j> Pub Co

BOOK CASE FREE!
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GILBERT PUBLISHING COMPANY

 

28 Jackson

Blvd.. Chicago

You may send me

prepaid for Free Ex-

Yet

vely

amination, I set Imperial

Encyclopedia ^Dictionary

i n heavy English cloth binding

If satisfied I will send you $1

within 10 days aher receipt and

$2.50 a month for 15 months ihere-

fier, this being 30c on the dollar. If
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The United States Steel Corporation's

agents are making the boast that they

have not only defeated the tinplate strik

ers and are operating their mills satis

factorily in filling orders, but they are

also claiming that they have come close

to the record-breaking season in hauling

down ore despite the strike of the sea

men, engineers and other marine workers

on the Great Lakes. They declare that

the open shop has been firmly established

so far as their ships are concerned, and

that next year they will have little or

no trouble in operating on a normal

basis.

On the other hand, the union officials

say that the cost to the trust in its ship

ping branch has been enormous and that

the claims of tonnage carried are exag

gerated. Moreover the marine men as

sert that they intend to prosecute a vig

orous campaign of organization and edu

cation during the winter months, and

that they will be in a position to make

an aggressive fight upon the trust and

its allies when navigation opens next

spring and surprise the octopus with the

virility of the organized forces.

Meanwhile the international union of

ficers have sent an inquiry to the organi

zations in other countries with regard

to holding a world's congress in Copen

hagen, Denmark, next August, for the

purpose of arranging plans to extend mu

tual assistance during such struggles as

are now in progress in this country.

No definite steps have been taken to

bring the seamen and longshoremen into

an alliance, as has been frequently sug

gested. More's the pity, as those work

ers are closely related and ought to be

united and in harmony. Owing to the

industrial depression the longshoremen

became badly crippled, but lately they

have been gaining considerable strength.

The independent unions along the At

lantic and Pacific coasts have returned

to the international organization and the

outlook is favorable for the recovery

of the ground lost along the Great Lakes.

About the time that this number of the

Review is issued the American Federa

tion of Labor will be in session in To

ronto. The reader can watch the pro

ceedings through the daily papers, but it

is unlikely that much will be found

therein to encourage those who hope for

a radical departure from old lines. Of

course, Sam Gompers will be there in all

his glory to tell us about his European

pilgrimage, but it would be too much to

expect that he will recommend the adop

tion of the political methods that are

practical across the pond—not even the

British plan. Sam has reached that age

where it becomes difficult for him to for

get his own individuality long enough to

absorb new ideas, and the best that he

will offer will Jn all likelihood be the

threadbare policy of punish our friends

(especially the Socialists) and reward

capitalistic politicians who promise to

take an anti-injunction position and en

gage in every form of political jugglery

known to those shrewd and wideawake

wire-pullers. I hope I am mistaken—

but no such luck.

The Industrial Workers of the World

supplemented their victory at the Pressed

Steel Car plant at McKees Rocks by win

ning a strike at a big box factory in the

same place. Instead of one craft strik

ing everybody walked out and the men

returned in four days, having secured an

increase of 51 cents a day in their wages.

The I. W. W. is making many friends

among the unorganized workers in the

Pittsburg district.

"Secret Bible History of Adamic Innocence"

Most remarkable socialistic book issued within recent years. Traces

a Secreted History of race innocence through Bible, and shows innocence cul

minates in victorious socialism. Proves Bible teaches destruction, not of men

but of false conceptions of race nature, and false systems of government. Dem

onstrates Socialism is Divine government. Advertised in the Bible for 2,000

years 1 Interesting as the best fiction. Unanswerable Scripture argument for

Socialism. "Everybody's" book. All thinking persons should read it. 12mo,

335 pages, cloth; $1.65, postpaid; foreign, 81.85. Order it now or send for free

circular, testimonials, etc. Address

NEW AQE PUBLISHING COMPANY, DEPT. L, WESTERVILLE, OHIO
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PENNSYLVANIA UNDESIRABLES

LOCAL NEWCASTLE, PA., is alive

365 days in the year. They own, edit

and print a red-hot local Socialist week

ly. The Free Press, which is distributed

to every home in town, on Sunday morn

ings.

This Local is composed of wage-work

ing men and women who solve their own

problems and keep busy doing things.

They backed up the McKees Rocks

strikers with hard coin and, having

helped win the fight with industrial

union tactics, they will enlarge their field

of action by starting a new weekly paper,

named Solidarity, edited by Comrade A.

M. Stirton, which will enthusiastically

advocate revolutionary industrial union

ism.

The first issue will appear Nov. 4th,

price $1.00 per year, and will receive the

support of the revolutionary comrades

everywhere. Six hundred Reviews were

ordered from New Castle last month—

more power to them. L. H. M.

DIAZ METHODS IN THE U. S.

John Murray, who wrote several articles

for the Review on Mexico last spring,

was arrested in San Antonio, Texas, by

U. S. Marshal Lancaster (it is reported),

under instruction of Chief Wilke of the

Secret Service, during the Taft-Diaz love

feast. The arrest was made secretly and

Comrade Murray's friends did not know

what had become of him. The local

organization of the Socialist Party dele

gated a committee to go to police head

quarters for information concerning Mur

ray's disappearance. But they were able

to learn nothing. Many of his friends

feared he had been kidnapped. Some

time later Murray was released by Com

missioner Scott on the request of District

Attorney Boynton, who denied all re

sponsibility for the arrest. Comrade

Murray was charged with violating the

neutrality laws and was kept incommuni

cado in the county jail for two nights.

He was also refused speech with a law-
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yer. Guiterrez de Lara, a Mexican at

torney and author and a national organ

izer for the Socialist Party, was arrested

in Los Angeles by the immigration in

spectors acting under orders from the

Department of Commerce and Labor. De

Lara became widely known as the man

who accompanied Turner of the Ameri

can Magazine into Mexico, where he ob

tained information for a series of arti

cles on "slavery." The friends of de Lara

declare an attempt is being made to

railroad him into Mexico. Evidently the

U. S. Government is determined, at any

cost, to suppress the discussion of the

butcheries and atrocities perpetrated in

Mexico by the arch-fiend—Diaz.

MOTHER JONES was in to see us a

few days ago. We asked if she had any

message to send the readers of the Re

view and she replied:

"FIRST, last and ALWAYS, of, for

and BY the wage-workers."

Paste this motto in your hat. There

never was any other one-half so good

as this. Mother Jones infused this of

fice with enough courage and ginger to

keep us going till the next time she

comes to see us.

NEXT MONTH we hope to give our

readers a chapter from the new book

by May Beals-Hoffpauir, now in press,

"Wampun Sal's Champion." We believe

this book is going to be better than any

of the other excellent works Comrade

May has done. Advance orders for the

book will be taken at 25 cents each ; five

copies to one address for $1.00. Orders

may be sent to May Beals-Hoffpauir,

New Castle, Pa., care of Free Press.

Profits on the book "are to be used in

propaganda work.

TO BE USED IN THE SCHOOLS.

Comrade William McDevitt, Socialist

candidate for Mayor of San Francisco,

writes us that when he is elected he

means to have the Review used in every

school room. He made us feel very good

when we received a post card from him

which bore the words:

"The September International Socialist

Review is a regular revolutionary sea

mark. It's the farthest North of so

cialist magazining. Will you ever equal

it again?"

The November issue speaks for itself.

We believe its reply is in the affirmative.

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN

SAN FRANCISCO. Between the employ

ing class and the working class there is

nothing in common. One class owns the

means of life and reaps the benefit of

the toil of the other class. There can be

no harmony on the political field as long

as the struggle rages on the industrial

field between the owners of wealth and

the propertyless working class. The fact

of the class struggle is the most important

fact in society and all issues, industrial

or political, are a manifestation of this

tempestuously raging conflict. At this

time in the city of San Francisco we are

in the midst of a political campaign

that has, as it must have, its base in

the industrial life of the city. The capi

talist parties, Republican, Union Labor

and Democratic, have presented programs

and given reasons outside of their pro

grams why the political possession of the

city should be turned over to the ser

vile tools of the respective groups of

capitalists, that are behind each of the

three aforementioned parties.

Workingmen, you have your own polit

ical party. It is a fearless party. It

stands for the working class and the

class struggle. It stands for fight both

industrially and politically as long as

capitalism lasts. Vote for Socialism.

That is the only way to force conces

sions from the capitalist class. As long

as the employers see you can be hood

winked by fake labor parties it is little

they care for you, but show them your

awakening class consciousness and they

will begin to take notice. Arise, ye

slaves! Learn to know your own

strength and to have faith in your own

class! Selio Schulbebq.

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. By the recently

amended city charter of San Diego all

political party action and party tickets

are eliminated. There are two elections.

In the first, a nominating election, can

didates secure a place on the official bal

lot, by filing with the city clerk their

several personal verified notices of candi

dacy, supported by a verified petition

signed by at least fifty electors. The

official ballot in the final election con

tains only the names of the two can

didates of any given office, who received

the highest vote at the preceding pri

mary election, regardless of their party

affiliations.

The labor organizations of San Diego

have never engaged in politics, as in

San Francisco. There has never been a
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Labor Party here. They are as non-

political as the fraternal societies.

The Socialists put up a full list of

candidates in the primary election, all

of whom were and for more than a year

had been members in good standing.

Through the influence of union men who

were really Socialists or Socialistic, the

Socialist candidates received a liberal

support from the labor unions. This

support came voluntarily without com

promise, pledge or promise of any kind.

This list failed to be nominated except

one for the Board of Education.

In the final election the Socialist ticket

being excluded from the ballot, the local

voted to support its one candidate for

the Board or Education and take no

further part or action in the election.

F. B. Memam.

HISTORY OF A PROLETARIAN

FAMILY by Eugene Sue, translated by

Daniel DeLeon, is one of the most valu

able recent contributions to English so

cialist literature. Already twelve of the

nineteen historic novels that '•omprise

the original work of Sue have been trans

lated and published in English by the

New York Labor News Co., New York,

N. Y. "Although Sue's 'Mysteries of the

People ; or History of a Proletarian Fam

ily,' is a work of fiction, yet it is the

best universal history extant; better

than any work avowedly on history. It

graphically traces the special features

of the several systems of class-rule as

they have succeeded each other from

epoch to epoch, together with the nature

of the struggle between the contending

class. The 'Law,' 'Order,' 'Patriot

ism,' 'Religion,' etc., etc., that each

successive tyrant class, despite its change

of form, hysterically sought refuge in

to justify its * * * existence when

ever threatened; the varying economic

causes of the oppression of the toilers;

the mistakes incurred by these in their

struggles for redress; the varying for

tunes of the conflict;—all these social

dramas are therein reproduced in a ma

jestic series of 'historic novels,' cover

ing leading and .successive episodes in

the history of the race." The general

unity of action displayed by the oppres

sor classes, despite their hostile politico-

material interests and clashing creed

tenets; the oneness of fundamental pur

pose that animated pulpit, professional

chair, or public office in possession of a

plundering class, are delineated as we

find them in no so-called historical work.

"Page after page holds the mirror up

to the modern ruling class—its orators,

pulpiteers, politicians, lawyers, together

with its long train of menials of high

and low degree—and, by the reflection

cast, enlightens and warns."

This work follows the struggles of the

successively ruled and successively rul

ing classes from the Roman Invasion

down through the ages to the trench

Revolution. Every socialist and student

should read them.

We have arranged with the publishers

to supply these books at the regular re

tail price, but we can make no discounts

on them.

The Gold Sickle 50c

The Brass Bell 50c

The Iron Collar 50c

The Silver Cross 75c

The Casque's Lark 75c

The Poniard's Hilt 75c

The Branding Needle 50c

The Abbatial Crosier 50c

The Carlovingian Coins 50c

The Iron Arrow Head 50c

The Infant's Skull 50c

The Pilgrim's Shell 75c

The Iron Trevet 75c

BOOKS FOB THINKEBS.

Lay Sermon. Ry R. G. Ingersoll.

One of the finest addresses in favor of

the working men of the world ever de

livered. Price Po (lc and 2c stamps).

40-page catalog for stamp. Tlie Liberty

Co., Sta. D, Box 4, Cleveland, Ohio.
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COLLEGE CRITICISM. The follow

ing letter was received in our office a

few days ago. We print it only because

it affords an excellent sample of the atti

tude of the college professor who knows

nothing whatever about the proletarian

revolutionary movement:

Editor The International Socialist Re

view.

About half a year ago there was pub

lished an attack on socialism which I

deemed so unjust and unfair that I took

occasion in a somewhat public way to

express my emphatic dissent from the

general positions maintained therein. I

hold that it is wrong to brand a great

movement with the immoralities of act

or doctrine of a limited number of men

who choose to adopt the name connected

with that movement. Socialism is not an

attack on the family, religion or moral

ity, unless the bulk of the socialist group

choose to make it so. It has been my

pleasure to maintain, although I am not

a socialist, that the principles of social

solidarity, of devotion to human welfare

and uplift, of democracy and brotherhood

—that these altruistic principles almost

entitle socialism to a place among the

religions of the world, and are worthy of

the heroism and self-sacrifice which have

so justly hallowed the names of many

of its advocates. Of course this attitude

of mine has exposed me to some criti

cism, for there are intolerant non-social

ists as well as intolerant people who

claim (perhaps falsely) that they are

socialists.

You will readily see that it is no easy

matter to maintain perfect balance when

intolerance breaks out on either side. I

have tried to believe that, while much

that is ignorant and much that is ig

noble might appear in the news sheets

of the socialist press, the International

Review could be counted on to main

tain higher standards and a fairer tone.

Of course I realized that a general mag

azine can not be expected to subscribe

to every position taken by the various

contributing writers, but surely there are

limits beyond which the responsible edi

tors will not let a contributor go without

at least making clear that they do not

sanction such ideas as in any wise en

titled to a place in the philosophy to

which the publication is attached.

It is therefore as a critic who would

be friendly that I presume to write this

letter and to say that, in my opinion,

you do human society and the cause of

socialism, particularly the latter, very

grave harm, unless you publicly and ex

pressly repudiate certain things in your

October number.

In the article on "Victory at McKees

Rocks," with every expression of appro

val, attention is called to the fact that

the Unknown Committee "issued orders

to the Cossacks in black and white,

* * * stating that for every striker

killed or injured a trooper would go

and they meant what they said, as is

proved by the death of Deputy Sheriff

Harry Exley and two troopers who went

down in a riot on August 22nd with sev

eral strike breakers and some of the

strikers, also." This is the preaching

and the practice of murder. It is no

excuse to say that it is retaliation. The

public very generally was very emphatic

in its condemnation of the methods and

tactics of the Pressed Steel Car Com

pany. But murder is murder on which

ever side of the fence it occurs, and a

socialist regime attained by murder will

prove a very hell on earth to discredit

and ruin whatever of value there may

be in the socialistic doctrine. It is no

excuse and no credit to hide behind a

quotation of the words, "Whatever line

of conduct advances the interests of the

working class is right." Socialism—the

only socialism worthy of respect—is the

endeavor to make the state an embodi

ment of love, not hatred. It holds with

Lassalle that it is the unity of interest

of all classes. Its criterion of righteous

ness is the welfare of all, certainly not

the anarchist's idea that the judgment

of the individual or the small group

affords a sufficient sanction for action,

and most emphatically not the terrorist's

hallucination that the pursuit of private

conceptions of justice will justify sneak

ing assassination and wholesale slaughter.

Surely the International Review can not

afford to fail to make clear the sharp

distinctions between socialism, anarchism

and terrorism.

Very truly yours.

F. A. McKenzie.

Ohio State University.

October 8, 1909.

My Dear Dr. McKenzie:

Replying to your letter, we still find

nothing but the very highest praise for

the strikers at McKees Rocks. You un

derstand this battle was a fight for LIFE

between the workingmen and their

bosses—at least a fight for their lives

hv the workers. As in all war times,

they could not argue ethics while the foe
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employed guns. Words have never availed

against swords—particularly when used

in the service of the Steel Trust. Our

comrades met their enemies with their

own weapons. The battle was a short

and fierce one. Two, or at most three,

soldiers were killed—and as many strik

ers. But our comrades won the battle.

Their numbers were many and when

thev made known the fact that they

preferred to kill their enemies rather

than to be themselves killed—when they

demonstrated this fact—the soldiers no

longer flourished the sword and peace

came to McKees Rocks.

We see the big capitalists employing

any and all methods against the, almost

starving workers and we wonder a great

deal when any one criticizes the workers.

This is a great battle. It is growing

into a great war. We hope earnestly

that the struggle may be a peaceful one, •

but we know absolutely that the workers

will and MUST meet the attacks of the.

enemy with their OWN WEAPONS.

With best wishes, we are,

The Home of Good

PRINTING

JOHN F. HIGGINS

279-283 East Monroe Street

CHICAGO

Good printing Is Just as Important a* the

subject It calls attention to, and that la the

kind of work turned by the oldest strictly

union establishment of John V. Hlgglns,

Nos. 279-283 East Monro* street, Chicago.

Fraternally yours,

mem: your Patronage Solicited

BOOK BARGAINS
While they last, we offer these Stand

ard Books, in Durable Cloth Binding, at

FIFTY CENTS, postpaid.

Darwin's Descent of Man.

Darwin's Origin of Specie's.

Spencer's First Principles.

Spencer's Data of Ethics.

Hallam's Middle Ages.

Turgenieff's Fathers and Sons.

Turgenieff's Liza.

Turgenieff's Smoke.

Turgenieff's Spring FloodB.

Turgenieff's Virgin Soil.

Turgenieff's Dimitri Roudine.

Turgenieff's On the Eve.

Turgenieff's Annals of a Sportsman.

Whitman's Poetical Works.

William Morris's Poems.

Russell's Lawless Wealth.

Russell's The Greatest Trust in the World.

We can not promise to supply these

books at these prices after our present

supply is closed out. No discount except

that if ten or more are ordered at once,

and purchaser pays expressage, the price

will be 40 cents a volume.

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY,

118 Kinzie Street, Chicago.

Readers of the International Socialist Re

view who may be In the market for any

thing In the printing line are asked to com

municate their wants to the strictly reliable

printing house of John F\ Hlgglns, Chicago.

■

Can Handle All Orders

No Job Is too large and none Is too small

to be bandied. If you want ten thousand

books, or live hundred business cards, write

us a letter giving the necessary particulars,

A guarantee of satisfaction Is assured to

every customer.

Facilities the Best

Every facility which a modern and up-to-

date Institution should possess In the way

of equipment can be found In the print

ing house of John F. Hlgglns, Nos. 279-283

Bast Monroe street, the home of the union

label and high-class work.

tTWAqcajHK?) cSjncJl > 80
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FREE SPEECH FIGHT. Missoula,

Mont., Oct. 3.—Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,

organizer of the Industrial Workers of

the World, was arrested here tonight

for persistently attempting to hold an

advertised open-air meeting in the busi

ness section.

The plan of action outlined by Eliza

beth Ourley Flynn was to select leaders

of small squads and distribute them

about town, giving each a chance to

gather a crowd before the police might

become cognizant of the movements of

the I. W. W.

At the police station Mrs. Flynn said

the I. W. W. could not be suppressed

and that the work would be carried on

as outlined if 10 men are jailed every

day.

Oct. 6.—Attempts on the part of the

police to quell the incendiary speeches

of the members of the I. W. W. on the
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public streets have thus far proven ut

terly unavailing and the situation be

comes daily more tense, with the au

thorities seemingly unable to cope suc

cessfully with the conditions.

Tonight the police were kept busy for

two hours arresting and escorting I. W.

W. orators to jail and when the 35th

man had been taken in charge the mul

titude surrounded the authorities and

jostled them all the way to the jail.

Mrs. Charles Fernette, a Spokane

woman member of the I. W. W. and a

member of the advisory board, was ar

rested last night and while being escorted

to the station the multitude which fol

lowed, threw stones at the police, severe

ly injuring Officer Hoel about the body.

Oct. 8th—From Spokane.—The Indus

trial Workers of the World, who went

from this city to Missoula to assist

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn in the street

speaking contest, are returning in large

numbers. A large delegation arrived

early this morning via the "limited."

The men report that they have won a

complete victory at Missoula, and that

they now have the privilege of the

streets. J. P. Thompson, who has been

serving as a local organizer for some

time, returned from Missoula yesterday.

C. L. Filingo, the secretary of the local

I. W. W. organization, stated yesterday

that the membership of the new union

at Missoula had been increasing rapidly

during the street speaking controversy.

"Sixteen new members joined on Sat

urday night and eight on the next day,"

said Mr. Filingo. "The membership

there has been increasing rapidly."

At the trial the cases were all dis

missed.

FROM JUSTICE. The following ex

tract is from a very able article written

by Comrade Charles Terry, which ap

peared in a recent issue of Justice:

"The materialistic conception of his

tory is an attempt to explain the ac

tions or movements of large masses of

people or the evolution of societies on a

more satisfactory basis than is offered

by the ideological systems of great men.

It holds that the changes in our social

relations are the results of our changing

methods of production and are not im

posed upon society as the outcome of the

idea of some great man; that Socialism

is not only desirable but economically

necessary. It does not say that every

action of every man is determined by his

economic condition. The Socialist phil

osophy calls upon the most necessary

and politically most powerful class to

recognize its mission in the evolution

of the human race, to become conscious

of its power, and instead of leaving

events to happen by chance to take a

co-operative and controlling part in the

development of social evolution. In this

way to rise out of animalism into truly

human relations, consciously becoming

co-partner with the forces of nature."

THE TWO BULLS. Once there was a

bull who broke into a china shop. He

raised future punishment generally and

impressed the tyrant man with the fact

that the spirit of rebellion had by no

means died out in the bovine race. The

next place where that bull figured was

in the slaughter-house. Him, his fel

lows called an Impossibilist and his fate

was often cited as an example to young

radicals against taking measures that

were too revolutionary.

His brother was an Opportunist. Be

cause he lacked the spirit of rebellion

they dehorned him and made an ox of

him and compelled him to drag the

plow. Year after year he toiled, always

expecting better things to come about

some time and in some way. How, or

by what means, he knew not, and he was

too scientific to predict. After he had

borne the yoke in summer's heat and in

winter's cold, and was blear-eyed, and

wind broken, and knock-kneed, and bog-

spavined, he went to the slaughter-house,

too.—A. M. Stirton, Editor of Solidarity.

REVOLUTIONARY UNIONISM.

A great speech by Eugene V. Debs,

newly revised by him and Just pub

lished. A hundred copies mailed for

$1.50; 60 for $1.00; 10 for SOc.

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY, CHICAOO

SOCIALIST POST CARDS

Nine kinds now ready; more in prep

aration.

Fred Warren's latest picture, with the

closing; words of his Federal Court

speech.

Jack London's portrait, with extract

from "Revolution.

The Bread Ida* that Beat the Steal

Trust, from October Review.

Mrs. Borne: "Take keer of the stum-

mlcks and the morals '11 take keer of

themselves."

A dozen assorted cards mailed for 10c;

100 for 60c.

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY, CHICAQO



4 Per Cent

and Safety

If you have from $50 to $500 that you do not need now

but will need later, we will pay four per cent interest on it

and will return it at any time on thirty days' notice.

We will also receive any sum from $5 to $500 as a deposit

without interest to be returned on demand. If you send such

a deposit, it will save you the expense of buying a money

order every time you want to buy a book or send in a Review

subscription, since these can simply be charged against your

deposit.

But the main reason why you should send a deposit to us

is that by so doing you can help along the work you want

done, without any expense to yourself.

Our publishing house has now reached a point where it

pays expenses out of current receipts. We are not obliged

to appeal to wage-workers for gifts. Nearly enough capital

has been subscribed in sums of $10 each to pay off all to whom

we owed money except our own stockholders.

Two thousand shares of stock are still for sale at ten dol

lars each. No dividends are paid, but each stockholder is

entitled to buy any of the books published by us at forty per

cent discount from retail prices ; in other words, a stockholder

buys our dollar books at 60c postpaid, and other books in pro

portion.

If you do not already know us, write for business refer

ences and fuller particulars. When you have satisfied your

self that we are doing our part, do yours !

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY: CO-OPERATIVE

118 West Kinzie Street, Chicago.
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New Books and New Editions

We are preparing for the winter season with the largest stock of

Socialist books in the English language ever offered by any one house.

A revised catalog will soon be ready and we will mail it free on

request. Here we shall have room to mention only the new books

and the new editions.

History of the Great American Fortunes. By Gustavus Myers.

Cloth, illustrated, three volumes, $1.50 each.

Volume I, dealing with the Colonial period and the Great Land Fortunes,

is now electrotyped, and we expect to have the printing and binding com

pleted by November 15. The author, however, desires to arrange for simul

taneous publication in England in order to preserve his foreign copyrights,

and we shall, therefore, be unable to fill orders until about December 1st.

We will, therefore, extend until that time the special advance price of

$3.50 for the three volumes to be mailed on publication. We now expect

to have Volume II ready about January 15 and Volume III about March 15.

Industrial Problems. By N. A. Richardson. Cloth, $1.00 ; paper,

25c. Now ready.

We do not hesitate to recommend this book as the best popular argu

ment for socialism in the form of a systematic treatise that has yet been

written. It hag the great merit of keeping clearly before the reader the

futility of all middle-class reforms and the necessity for revolution.

The Marx He Knew. By John Spargo. Half cloth, illustrated,

50c. Now ready.

A brief life-sketch of Marx in the form of a dialogue between the Old

Comrade who had known him from boyhood and the Young Comrade, full

of boyish enthusiasm. Contains excellent portraits of Marx, Engels,

Lassalle and Marx's wife, together with photographs of Marx's birth-place

and grave. Altogether a charming gift-book.

The Poverty of Philosophy. By Karl Marx. Translated by H.

Quelch. Cloth, $1.00. Ready December 1.

This is the most important of Marx's works that has not already been

published in the United States. While it was written as a reply to Proud-

hon's voluminous work, "The Philisophy of Poverty," one need not toil

469
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through the Proudhon volume to enjoy and profit by Marx's book, for

Proudhon's dreams of a heaven on earth to be established through the

voluntary co-operation of small producers are dreamed over again even now

by American reformers. This book may help make some of the more intelli

gent of them into revolutionists.

Socialism for Students. By Joseph E. Cohen. Cloth, 50 cents.

Ready December 1.

This handy little volume will contain, with some revision, the lessons

which appeared in the Review from November to July, inclusive. The list

of books recommended for reference and study are consolidated into one list,

topically arranged, at the end of the volume.

The Evolution of Property. By Paul Lafargue. Cloth, 50 cents.

Ready December 1.

We have for years had a steady sale for the imported edition of this

valuable work at $1.00, and have concluded that it should be brought within

the reach of proletarian readers. The new edition will be in uniform style

with the author's "Social and Philosophical Studies" and "The Right to

Be Lazy," and it should quickly find a place in every socialist library.

The Ancient Lowly. A History of the Ancient Working People

from the Earliest Known Period to the Adoption of Christianity by

Constantine. Cloth, 2 volumes, $4.00. New edition just ready.

This is a work of immense historical value, giving practically all the

facts concerning the working class in ancient times that have been preserved

in any form. Our new edition in handsomely bound in cloth, with gold

stamping, uniform with Marx's Capital.

The Rise of the American Proletarian. By Austin Lewis. Cloth,

$1.00. Second edition just ready.

This able work by a California socialist is criticized by Professor

Roberto Michels in a recent German review. He says: "The synthetic

side of the problem is presented in a clever and interesting fashion. The

fundamental thesis of the work is to the effect that in the United States,

as elsewhere, there is a strong development towards a change in economic

form in the socialist sense. * * * It is hard to discover whence the

writer gets his optimism."

Capital : A Critique of Political Economy. By Karl Marx. Com

plete in three volumes, each sold separately at $2.00.

A new edition of Volume I, making 8,000 copies that we have printed

in addition to many that we had previously imported, is just ready. Capital

is beyond all comparison the greatest of socialist books, and it should be in

the library of every socialist local and of every individual socialist that

can possibly afford it. The three volumes contain over 2,500 large pages,

and a capitalist house would charge at least $15.00 for a scientific work of

this size. We will send the complete set, by express prepaid, as a premium

to any one sending six dollars for the Review six years to one address, or

for a bundle of six copies one year to one address, or for six copies one

year to six NEW names. Extra postage to Canada on this offer $1.20; to

other countries, $2.16.
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Our Record for September

The Review and the book publishing house are alike the prop

erty of over 2,100 socialists who have subscribed each $10.00 or more,

in most cases just $10.00, for the purpose of circulating the literature

of revolutionary socialism. We publish each month an accurate

statement of receipts and expenditures, that each stockholder may

see for what purpose his money is being used. The figures for

September are as follows:

RECEIPTS. EXPENDITUBES.

Cash balance September 1 ....$ 474.27 Manufacture of books $ 582.15

Book sales 1,869.62 Books purcnased 152.94

Review subscriptions and sales . 893.88 Printing September Review . . . 509.22

Review advertising 68.28 Review articles, drawings, etc. 124.50

Sales of stock 172.83 Wages of office clerks 348.85

Donations—Mrs. H. L. Luscomb 4.00 Charles H. Kerr, on salary . . . 100.00

O. E. Samuelson 5.00 Mary E. Marcy, on salary 60.00

H. R. Keurns 2.00 Postage and expressage 457.12

Loans from stockholders 325.00 Interest 29.50

Loan from Henry Murray 250.00 Rent 70.00

Mrs. H. P. Luscomb, for McKees Miscellaneous expenses 74.36

Rocks strikers 10.00 Advertising 564.40

M. P. Guard, do 1.00 Royalties 25.00

J. L. Donithorne, for Swedish Loans repaid 502.11

strikers . . 7.50 Strikers' relief, Pennsylvania. 11.00

Landssekretariatet, Sweden . . . 7.50

Cash balance, September 30... 464.73

Total $4,083.38 Total $4,083.38

It will be observed that the cash receipts of the Review for Sep

tember, 1909, were $962.16, as compared with $233.49 for the month of

September, 1908. The secret of the difference is in the fact that we

are just learning how to make the sort of magazine that the revolu

tionary wage workers of the United States want to read. It used

to be hard to get subscriptions, now it is easy. The Review is

WORTH a dollar a year, and we offer no premiums on renewals, nor

to a new subscriber sending in his OWN subscription alone. But,

To any one who is already a subscriber, and sends us one or more

NEW yearly subscriptions at $1.00 each, we will send by mail or

express prepaid any book or books published by us to the amount of

$1.00 for each subscription. The books sent on this offer are to be

figured at RETAIL prices, no matter whether ordered by a stock

holder or not. Foreign postage on subscriptions outside the United

States is 20c a year to Canada and 36c to other countries.

To any one not a subscriber who will send us his own yearly

subscription and at least one other NEW subscription at the same

time, we will send books to the amount of $1.00 for each subscription,

including his own.
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Please note that hereafter if you want to get the Review regu

larly, it will be necessary either to subscribe by the year, or have a

newsdealer order it for you in advance of publication. For the past

year, in order to introduce the Review, we have at a heavy loss been

supplying it to dealers through the news companies with the privilege

of returning unsold copies. We shall cut off the return privilege

beginning with the January number, and shall use the money thus

saved to improve the Review. We have no dividends to pay, no fancy

salaries, low rent and very little interest. If you are with us, send

in more subscriptions, buy more books, deposit with us what money

you can spare for the next few months, and watch us grow. Every

dollar will be used in a way to bring the biggest possible returns in

the way of improving the Review, increasing its circulation, and

printing and distributing the books most needed by the revolutionary

movement. Write us today; now is the time that your help will

count doubly.

 

A. M. STIRTON

rORMINLV OP THE WAGE

■LAVI," HANOOOK. MICH.

N ewRevolutionary UnionWeekly

Solidarity
A. M. STIRTON, Editor

Published by the I. W. W. Locals of Pittsburgh District.

Aims to be the leading exponent of industrial unionism in

the United States.

Published in the heart of industrial America.

A Real Working Class Weekly.

First issue appears November 4th.

Subscription price, One Dollar a year in advance.

FILL OUT BLANK BELOW AND MAIL IT WITH ONE DOLLAR

C. H. McCarty, Manager Solidarity,

P. O. Drawer 622, New Castle, Pa.:

Comrade—Enclosed find postal order one dollar, for which please send

Solidarity one year to the following address:

Name

No Street

Poetoffice State



AN ENDLESS CHAIN

Two Dollars turned over and over once a week for a year will

give YOU a hundred dollar Socialist Library with no other out

lay than the first $2.00..

Simple enough ! You send us $2.00, and we send you by

return mail either volume of Marx's Capital, either volume of

Ward's Ancient Lowly, any one of the cloth-bound volumes of

the Review from III to IX inclusive, any two of the dollar books

published by us, or any four of the 50-cent books published by us.

Also we will send you two Review Subscription Cards. On

one side of each of these cards our address is printed. On the

other. side are spaces for the address of a new subscriber, with

these words:

;

'-• This card Is evidence that ONE DOLLAR has been paid to our rcpresenta-

\ tive. and It is flood for One NEW Yearly Subscription to

| THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST REVIEW

', Fill it out with your address, mail under a one-cent stamp, and It will

; bring you the REVIEW one year, provided you are a NEW subscriber and live

( in the United States. If this card Is filled out with the name of one who has

;• been a subscriber within two years, the REVIEW will be sent only EIGHT

? MONTHS Instead of twelve months. If sent with the name of a new subscriber

< in Canada, the REVIEW will be sent TEN months, and if the subscriber lives in

"■ any other foreign country, the subscription will be entered for NINE months.

You sell these cards for a dollar each, and you have your

money back to start the game over again. You can't lose.

How can we afford it? Because we don't have to pay divi

dends on our capital. The workmen who make the books and

who print the Review get the value of their labor power. They

also create the usual amount of surplus value. The owners of the

union printing offices and binderies where our work is done get

a little of this surplus value. But YOU get most of it.

Do you see the point? Then start in for a library!

Charles H. Kerr & Company

Co-operative: CHICAGO



Socialist Economics

Prof. Tborstein Veblen said not very long ago in the Quarterly Journal of

Economics: "The Socialism that inspires hopes and fears to-day is of the

school of Marx. No one is seriously apprehensive of any other so-called

socialistic movement, and no one is seriously concerned to criticise or refute

the doctrines set forth by any other school of 'Socialists.'"

Marx's CAPITAL
THE GREATEST OF ALL SOCIALIST

BOOKS, IS NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME

WITHIN THE REACH OF ENGLISH-SPEAK

ING PEOPLE. IT IS IN THREE LARGE

VOLUMES Jt j* j* j* jt j* jx j*

Volume I is entitled The Process of Capitalist Production. It gives in

full detail an explanation and analysis of the process by which the wage-

worker is compelled to labor for the bare cost of living, while the Surplus

Value which he produces is taken from him by the capitalist. Cloth, 8C9

pages, $2.00.

Volume II treats of The Process of Circulation of Capital. It deals with

the function performed by merchants and bankers, with the turn-over of capi

tal, and with the reproduction and circulation of the aggregate social capital.

Cloth, 618 pages, $2.00.

Volume III, just published, tells of The Process of Capitalist Production

as a Whole. It takes the general principles established in the first two

volumes, and applies them to the actual facts of society as it is to-day. This

volume explains better than any other book the causes of Industrial Crises.

It shows why it is that the small capitalist is being gradually wiped out,

and frequently gets an income smaller than the wages of a skilled laborer.

Finally, it contains an exhaustive discussion of subjects which those who

know Marx only from Volume I accuse him of neglecting—namely, Land,

Rent and Farming. Goth, 1,048 pages, $2.00.

The three volumes, in a strong box, will be sent by express prepaid on

receipt of $6.00, together with a credit slip for $2.40 which will be received

the same as cash within one year toward the purchase of a $10.00 share of

stock, or for $12.00 cash with order we will send the three volumes prepaid

and a fully-paid stock certificate. Address

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY

153 EAST KINZIE STREET, CHICAGO



TRe REPUBLIC OF PLATO
 TRANSLATED BY

ALEXANDER KERR,

Emeritus Professor of Greek in the University of

Wisconsin

Plato's Republic is one of the

world's classics, that for many gen

erations has been a precious possession

of the leisure class. It is acute in its

logic (once the premises are granted)

and most charming in its style. Many

competent critics, including Horace

White of the New York Evening Post,

testify that Professor Kerr has pre

served the flavor of the original better

than any of his predecessors, and his

English is of the sort the average

wage-worker can readily understand.

Plato's Republic is the first and

greatest of the Utopias, of the attempts

to work out a model social order from abstract principles of right and

justice. If it is read with a clear understanding that it represent the best

thought, not of today, but of 2,300 years ago, it will be invaluable to the

student of social evolution.

Our edition when complete will be in ten books ; of these six are now

ready. Mailed separately for 15 cents each, or the six for 90 cents.

TRe CLASS STRUGGLE

New Socialist Game V Good Fun. V» Good Propaganda

This game is played in the same,

manner as the old-fashioned games

of backgammon or parcheesi. There

is a chart divided into a hundred

unequal spaces, through which is a

path winding up one column and

down another, starting from Capi

talism and ending in Socialism. The

game is played with one die, and as

many markers as there are players.

Every player in turn throws the die, and advances his marker as many

spaces as are indicated by the number which falls uppermost. But here

and there are spaces in which are pictures and inscriptions showing inci

dents in the class struggle. Those which are favorable to labor set the

player ahead a certain number of spaces if the number he throws lands his

marker on one of them ; those favorable to capital set him back. Thus

the game is full of suggestions helping young people to realize the oppos

ing interests at play in the class struggle now going on.

Price, 25 cents ; to stockholders, 15 cents, postpaid. Agents wanted.

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY, Publishers

153 Kinzie Street, CHICAGO

 

"The Whole Family Can Play It."



The Ancient Lowly

A History of the Ancient Working People from the Earliest

Times to the Adoption of Christianity by Constantine.

By C. Osborne Ward. Cloth, two volumes, 690 and 716

pages. Each, $2.00. Either volume sold separately.

Before written history began, society was already divided

into exploiting and exploited classes, master and slave, lord

and subject, ruler and ruled. And from the first the ruling

class has written the histories, written them in accordance

with its own interests and from its own point of view.

To arrive at the real story of the life of the oppressed

classes in ancient times was a task of almost incredible diffi

culties. To this work Osborne Ward gave a lifetime of dili

gent research, and his discoveries are embodied in the two

volumes entitled The Ancient Lowly. He has gathered to

gether into a connected narrative practically everything per

taining to his subject in the published literature of Greece and

Rome, including in his inquiry many rare works only to be

consulted in the great European libraries. But he did not stop

here. Many of the most important records of the ancient

labor unions are preserved only in the form of stone tablets

that have withstood the destructive forces of the centuries,

and the author traveled on foot many hundreds of miles around

the Mediterranean Sea, deciphering these inscriptions.

Perhaps the most startling of his conclusions is that

Christianity was originally a movement of organized labor.

The persecution of the early Christians is shown to have arisen

from the age-long class struggle between exploiters and ex

ploited. And the most dangerous thing about the book from

the capitalist view-point is that the author does not merely

make assertions ; he proves them.

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY

118 Kinzie Street, Chicago



NOW TWO CENTS EACH
Sixty Books Explaining the Principles of Modern International Socialism

(New titles indicated by bold-face type. The remaining titles are of books here

tofore sold at five cents.)

10.

11.

13.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

2S.

29.

30.

31.

Woman and the Social Problem, May

Wood Simons.

The Evolution of the Class Strug

gle, W. H. Noyes.

Imprudent Marriages, Blatchford.

Packlngtown. A. M. Simons.

Realism In Literature and Art, Clar

ence S. Darrow.

Revolutionary Unionism, Debs.

Wage Labor and Capital, Marx.

The Man Under the Machine, A. M.

Simons.

The Mission of the Working Class,

Charles H. Vail.

Morals and Socialism, Kerr.

Socialist Songs.

Socialism and Primitive Christian

ity, William Thurston Brown.

Rational Prohibition, Young.

Socialism and Farmers, Simons.

How I Acquired My Millions, W. A.

Corey.

A Christian View of Socialism, G. H.

Strobell.

Yon Railroad Ken I Debs.

Parable of the Water Tank, Edward

Bellamy.

The Real Religion of Today, Wm.

Thurston Brown.

Why I Am a Socialist, Herron.

The Trust Question, Vail.

Science and Socialism, LaMonte.

The Axe a,t the Root, Brown.

What the Socialists Would Do, A. M.

Simons.

The Folly of Being "Good," Charles

H. Kerr.

Intemperance and Poverty, Twining.

The Relation of Religion to Social

Ethics, Brown.

Socialism and the Home, May

Walden.

Trusts and Imperialism, Wllshlre.

A Sketch of Social Evolution, H. W.

Boyd Mackay.

Methods of Acquiring National Pos

session of Our Industries, Rich

ardson.

33. You and Tour Job, Sandburg.

33. The Socialist Platform of 1908.

34. Class Unionism, Debs.

35. The Philosophy of Socialism, A. M.

Simons.

36. An Appeal to the Young, Peter Kro-

potkln.

37. The Kingdom of God and Socialism,

R. M. Webster.

38. Easy Lessons in Socialism, W. H.

Lefflngwell.

39. Socialism and Organized Labor, May

Wood Simons.

40. Industrial Unionism, William E.

Trautmann.

41. A Socialist Catechism, Charles E.

Cllne.

4 2. Civic Evils, or Money and Social

Ethics, C. H. Reed.

43. Our Bourgeois Literature, Upton Sin

clair.

44. The Scab, Jack London.

4 5. Confessions of a Drone, Joseph Me-

dill Patterson.

46. Woman and Socialism, May Walden.

47. Revolution, Jack London.

48. Useful Work vs. Useless Toil, Wil

liam Morris.

49. A Socialist View of Mr. Rockefeller,

John Spargo.

50. Marx on Cheapness, translated by R.

R. LaMonte.

51. From Revolution to Revolution,

George D. Herron.

62. Where We Stand. John Spargo.

53. History and Economics, J. E. Sin

clair.

54. Industry and Democracy, Lewis J.

Duncan.

55. Industrial Unionism, Debs.

56. Economic Evolution. Lafargue.

67. What to Read on Socialism.

58. Craft Unionism, Debs.

59. Why a Worklngman Should Be a

Socialist, Wllshlre.

60. Forces that Make for Socialism In

America, Spargo.

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER. For the next thirty days we will send a full

set of the sixty books named above, or sixty copies of any one of them if preferred,

and twelve numbers of the INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST REVIEW, no two alike,

all on receipt of ONE DOLLAR. This offer gives you over 3,000 pages of the best

Socialist literature. For ten cents we will mail you any five of the books named

above and a sample copy of the Review.

FILL OUT THE BLANK AND SEND IT IN

Charles H. Kerr & Company,

118 Kinzie Street, Chicago.

Comrades—Enclosed find one dollar, for which please send sixty socialist books,

all different unless otherwise marked above, and twelve numbers of the International

Socialist Review.

Name .'. Address

Postoliice State



One of the World'* Greatest Books, Written toy an American Scientist Thirty Tears

Ago. Is Now First Offered at a Popular Price.

Ancient Society
OR

Researches in the Lines of Human Progress from Savagery Through

Barbarism to Civilization.

Lewis H. Morgan, LL. D., the author of this book, is the one

American scientist whose pre-eminence is recognized in all the univer

sities of Europe. He gave a lifetime to original research into the life

and customs of barbarous tribes, and from the data thus secured has

thrown a flood of light on the early history of our own race.

"Respectable" people, who have enough property to live on the

labor of others, and who want to hold that property as long as they

live and hand it down to their children, so that these may in their

turn grow fat from the labor of the people without property, are

interested in having people believe that our present system of property,

marriage and descent has always existed and must always exist. But

the scientific facts are otherwise, and the PROOF of this is in Mor

gan's Ancient Society.

It is a book of 586 large pages, full of interesting facts about the

marriage customs of our ancestors, and the primitive communism in

which there were no rich and no poor. It will help you see that the

law of Evolution applies to people as well as to animals and plants,

and that this law is bringing an end to the capitalist system that

starves children to make millionaires.

This great book has until lately been sold for $4.00. Our price is

$1.50, and this includes postage to any address.

THE ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY AND

THE STATE. If you want to know more about the facts we

have mentioned, but can not just now spare the price of the

large book or the time it would take to read it, then you should

read Frederick Engels' "Origin of the Family." This is a book

of 217 pages, in which the most important and interesting of

Morgan's discoveries are explained in a simple, clear and interest

ing fashion. Important facts from other sources bearing on the

subject are also given, and the author goes on to draw conclu

sions from these facts that are of vital interest to every wage

worker. Even if you read Morgan's book you should read this

one too. Cloth, 50 cents, postpaid.



SOCIALIST POST CARDS
THEY LOOK LIKE THIS:

 

Comrade Fred Warren
SOCIALIST EDITOR WHO WAS

CONVICTED AND SENTENCED

BY A FEDERAL COURT. U. S. A.

ttTN conclusion, permit me to say that I

[ am not asking the mercy or leniency

of this court. I have committed no

crime anil there is festering in my conscience

no accusation of guilt, but if my conviction

and punishment will serve to rivet public at

tention upon the abuses which I have tried

to point out, then I shall feel that I have not

suffered this humiliation in vain.

"After all, this Is the mice of human prog

ress. Why should I expect Immunity? The

courts have ever been and are to-day the bul

warks of (he ruling class. Why should they

not punish offenders against that class?"—

Extract from Warren'* Federal Court Speech.

Paper, 10 cents

CHARLES H. KERR & COMPANY

118 W. KINZIE STREET. CHICAGO

COMRADE JACK LONDON

Writes on Revolution in the International Social

ist Review. He says :

Here are 7,000,000 comrades in an organized,

international, world-wide revolutionary move

ment. Here is a tremendous human force. It

must be reckoned with. * * * The cry of this

army is:

"No quarter! We want all that you possess.

We will be content with nothing less than all that

you possess. We want in our hands the reins

of power and the destiny of mankind. Here are

our hands. They are strong hands. We are going

to take your governments, your palaces, and all

your purpled ease away from you, and in that

day you shall work for your bread even as the

peasant in the field or the starved and runty clerk

in your metropolises. Here are our hands. They

are strong hands."

Bevolution Is now reprinted In booklet form at

5 cents, 00 copies for $1.00.

Socialist Post Cards In style of this one, as

sorted, mailed for 10c a dozen; 50c a hundred.

CHABI.ES K. KERB & COMPANY

118 Klnzie Street - Chicago

 

Now ready: Cards In this style with pictures of Marx, Engels, Liebknecht, Lafargue, Debs,

Spargo, The Bread Line That Beat the Steel Trust, "Mrs. Nome", and "Skinny's Turkey". A

thousand assorted cards sent by express prepaid to any address within a thousand miles of Chicago

for $2 00; to more distant points we will send as many we can for the money after allowing for

expressage. A hundred cards mailed anywhere for 50c; a dozen for 10c. Use them for all your

short letters.



PROGRESS

A SUNDAY EDITION OF THE

New York Call

The New York Call is taking a forward step in publishing, begin

ning with October 10th, a Sunday edition.

This is the first attempt on this continent to add a Sunday issue

to the week-day publication of a Socialist newspaper in the English

language. . .;

It must have the support of all who want it to succeed.

HERE ARE THE SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

Sunday Week-Day Sunday and

Issue Only. Issue Only. Week-Day Issue.

For one year $2.00 $4.50 $6.00

For six months 1.00 2.25 3.00

For three months 50 1.15 1.50

For one month 20 .40 .50

• If you live too far from New York to want the daily edition, then

order the Sunday paper. It will be in itself a good weekly paper.

WE WANT THE AID OF EVERY LOYAL

COMRADE, FAR AND NEAR

Assist us by ordering at once for yourself, and getting others to

do the same.

SEND SUBSCRIPTIONS TO

THE NEW YORK CALL

442 Pearl Street, New York City, N. Y.

1
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Do you charge us with wanting to stop the

exploitation of children by their parents? To .,

this crime we plead guilty.

But, you will say, we destroy the most hal

lowed of relations, when we replace home edu- ^ -

cation by social.

And your education! Is not that also so

cial, and determined by the social conditions

under which you educate, by the intervention,

direct or indirect, of society by means of

schools, etc.? The Communists have not in

vented the intervention of society in educa

tion; they do but seek to alter the character

of that intervention, and to rescue education

from the influence of the ruling class.

The bourgeois clap-trap about the femily

and education, about the hallowed co-relation

of parent and child, become all the more dis

gusting, the more, by the action of Modern In

dustry, all family ties among the proletarhn::

are torn asunder, and their children trans

formed into simple articles of commerce and

instruments of labor.—Communist Manifesto.




