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Author of “One Hell of o Busines
Co-Author of “Merchants of Death

struck by the fact that there was little or
no war enthusissm among the Italian
people, particularly among those who were
linble to military service in Africa. Young
men who were subject to draft were trying to
have themselves transferred to some foreign
office of the firms they were working for, or
were asking permission to go abroad to round
out their edueation or training. But already
in June the barriers were closed, and none
were permitted to leave. Dozens of young men
of military age protested to me that they had
many mere important matters to attend to
than geing to war; they wanted to learn a
trade, or study art, or take care of their fam-
ilies—anything but military service and war
in Africal The draft took care of all of these.
‘Walter Millis' excellent Roud to War points out
that in days preceding 1917 there was terrific
newspaper propaganda for war, there were prepar.
edness parades and endless patriotic meetings. But
when all was said and done and a checkup was
made on the results of all this on army ealistments,
the volunteers were found to be almost non-existent.
All of this recalls rather strongly that no
modern war of any size has been fought with-
out conscription. The press may froth ant the
maouth, and t may yell t
hoarse for cannon-fodder, but armics of mil-
lions are brought together only by conscrip-
tion. Italy today is another illustration of the
fact that in the fight on war, the people every-
where are far ahead of their governments..
Persi 7 by the fodder cil
and must eventually break the war habit.

TRAVELL\'G in Italy last summer I was

2. Fascists Unite for War

Curicus sidelights on the international ties
among Faseists have been revedled by the
African war. In this country General Sherrill,
of the Olympic Committee, praised Mussolini
and fascism openly before the Italian Chamber
of Commerce, In France the fascist forces
vehemently  opposed  every move directed
against Mussolini's imperialism.  They even
went 8o far as to announce th.emselves war-
resisters in case France should become em-
broiled in a’ war. Perhaps these new recruitz
ta the anti-war forces ought to be welcomed.
The only trouble is that their motives are a bit
too patent. The leading fascist forces in France
are openly supported and financed by the French-
munitions makers, and the only reason they de
clare against war is that they are fanatic sipporters
of fascism. This curious reversal of roles be-
tween the forces of the left and the right is
likely to be repeated frequently, especially
where the left forces are as powerful as they
are in France.

A - particularly

revealing - illustration of

French faseist sympathies was afforded by &
manifesto issued by 64 French intellectuals.
These 64 signers included many of the most
eminent names of French literature and schol-
arship. The manifesto condemned every action
ngainst Italy, denounced the League of Nations

produced the “Second Memoirs of St- Helena.”
In these Mussolini is exiled by the British to
a lonely island; his keeper is Lloyd George.
In solitude the “ex-emperor” reflects on his
sad mistake in opposing the British, His great
“predecessor” Nupoleon has learned that itie
bad business to rouse the British and he

for its “false juristic
imperialism as a blessing to backward nations
because it brought civilization and Christianity

To the Cleveland Congress

Grestings, Delegates to the Third
Congress: We are meeting at a
most critical but opportune time.
Critical because the drive toward
war inereases in momentum and
becomes more open, and because
the encroachments of growing fas-
cism are more evident and threat-
ening, Opportune because we in
this great representative assembly
are meeting to push forward the
movement that will stop the war
and keep this country from going
fascist. The nation-wide sentiment
against war must be crystallized,
consolidated and directed inst
the factors and forces leading to
another campgign of mass murder.
The apprehension and resentment
against the increasing denial of
civil and democratic rights, both by
the state and by conscious and un-
conscious fascist groups, must be
utilized to strengthen our organiza-
tion and inspire the activities that
will save this land from the black
night of fascism.

We must act now! Unless the
gag bills in the next session of
Congress are defeated, the very
existence of trade unions, farm and
liberal organizations, may be en-
dangered. Unless war preparations
and the war-breeding forces behind
them are stopped, millions of
American people will be in ani-
form, in jails or concentration
camps, dead or injured, before the
passing of another year, or two
years at the most.

Let us seize this opportunity be-
fore it is too late! Our prganiza-
tions, our families, great masses of
people who will suffer under war
and fascism, look to this Congress
for help and guidance. We must
organize and we must act now.

—American League Against
War and Fagcism

to them, and glorified Italy as the heir to
ancient Rome. During the World War there
wus a famous manifesto of German savants
defending Germany, and other manifestoes by
other intellectuals defending their own country.
But the spectacle of French cleres stepping
into the breech and upholding and glorifying
Italian imperialism is something of a novelty.
Is it possible that there is a Fascist manifesto
urging? Fascists of all countries unite?

3 Napoleon and Mussolini

Of tourse, all French intellectuals are not
fascists. An excellent demonstration of this
was recently given by a French writer who

mourned his error during years of seclusion.
The piece goes on to parallel Napoleon and
Mussolini in their sad eclipse. It is a precious
bit of satire that deserves a wider audience.

4. Behind the Scenes

Interesting sidelights are also shed on sanc-
tions by several incidents in France and
Switzerland, In France there was quite a bit
of opposition to applying sanctions to Mus-
solini. One of the dimenters was Citroen,
L'Humanité has now revealed that Citroen shipped
600 trucks to Ttaly, and that he hoped to do much
more business. The Citroen firm has recently heen
taken over by the Michelin Tire Company which
is financed by Lazard Freres. Michelin is also
manufacturing gas masks, and was at one time
amocisted with Colonel de la Rocque, leader of the
fascist Croix de Feu.

In Switzerland the munitions makers have
been busy also, The press has noted that
Swiss railroads are working overtime shipping
war materials into Italy. The alleged reason
for non-interference with this traffie by the
Swiss government is an interesting one. A
munitions maker, Hermann Obrecht, was re-
cently appointed to the Swiss Federal Council,
and all of this hesitation on the part of
Switzerland is aseribed to his influence and to
the Swiss bankers.

Anyhow, it's a great war, and civilization will
be spread in Africa and there will be profits for
various pockets: In short, it's exactly what onc
might expect from Fascism.

°

lowa artists resolved last week not to paint
recruiting posters for Uncle Sam if he engages
in a war of aggression, One hundred and fifty
of them, meeting in their native State, de-
elared that they would not “paint any poster
or draw any cartoon with the specific intent to
incite or inspire the youth of America to bear
arms in nggressive warfare."—New York Times
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War and War preparations! (LEFT) Deputies armed with
the Ohio Inslotor Co, plant af Barberton. (RIGHT

tear gas guns and wearing steel helmets ready to attack striking workers at
) 42 Navy sea planes poised for their flight to French Frigate Shoals

ULLETS FOR BREA

Author of “The Gy Reformer.”

N JULY 29, 1934, Nelson Macy, Pres-
O ident of the Navy League, enthusiasti-

cally declared that “for the first time
in twelve years the Navy League, in paying
this tribute to President Roosevelt, has the
satisfaction of congratulating the American
peaple upon the attainment of an adequate and
reasonably assured program of naval constric-
tion. The forceful leadership of the Pres-
ident, with the cooperation of Congress, has
secomplished all that could have been accom-
plished to redeem the neglect of naval con-
‘truction since the Washington Treaty of
1922."

The Chief of Staff of the Army began his
annual report for the fiseal year ending June
30, 1935, with the following statement: “For
the first time since 1922 the Army enters a
new fiscal year with a reasonable prospect of
developing itself into a defense establishment

* commensurate in size and efficiency to the

country's minimum needs. Obstacles which for
thirteen years have impeded, if not inhibited,
progress toward this goal, have only recently
been either swept aside by Congress or mate-
rially reduced in importance. The present year
definitely marks the beginning of a long-
deferred resumption of military preparation
on a scale demanded by the most casual regard
for the nation's safety and security.”

The War Machine

In carefully guarded words such as these the
militarists and navalists are acclaiming the costliest
and most extensive preparedness program ever
launched in the history of the United States. They
are at pains 1o say that these preparations are anly
sufficient to mect the “minimum defense needs™ of

the country, for to the militarist mind there is mo -

point at which armaments or war preparations can
ever be considered wholly adequate or satisfactory.
Yet the jubilant enthusiasm of the navalists
and militarists over the present preparedness
program is but thinly disguised in the two
statements quoted above.

Nor could it be otherwise, for the Roosevelt

By MAURITZ A. HALLGREN

administration hag, indeed, laid the basis for
one of the biggest war machines this or any
other country has known in time of compara:
tive peace. To be sure, the President began
in 1 for the sake of tgmpornrny satisfying
a campaign pledge, by trimming the regular
Army and Navy budgets. He took o total of
£100,000,000 from both. But then he promptly
turned to the Public Works fund and from this
handed the Navy Department approximately
£290,000,000 and the War Department about
$100,000,000.  (The Engineer Corps of the
Army was also given $353,000,000 of Public
Works money for rivers and harbor projects
and similar improvements usually included in
the War Department budget.) Small wonder
that the Hearst press and the Navy League
were jubilant. And this was only the begin-
ning.

Since both the Army and Navy were more
or less taken by surprise by this munificence
and were not prepared to go out and spend
this extra money at once, actual expenditures

Barnard College students in a meeting .-
againat war on the university canipus

Seeds of Revolt”

for the fiscal year 1933-34 totaled only $340,-
258,440, But in the year which ended last
June 30, they really ot to work, Naval ex-
penditures, which had amounted to anly $297,-
029,000 in 1933-24, were stepped up to 2492,-
200,000 in 1934-35, while Army expenditures
increased from $243,329,000 to $328, 939,000 in
me period.  The combined total was
£821 56, the largest sum spent on war
preparation since 1921, when both department:
were still meeting bills due from the Werld
War and the Navy Department was still build-
ing ships under the 1916 construction  pro-
Eram.

For the current fiscal year further incresses
have been voted or aliotted out of funds ap-
propriated for unemployment relief. The gen-
eral Nuvy budget, for example, is higher by
$174,170,899, while the Navy is also getting
$118,326,000 from the relief funds, so th
total current appropriation comes o
131,000, he Army has fared equally well
It= regular approprintion amounts to $341.-
248,000 and thus far it hag also been given
something like $120,000,000 out of emergency
funds, making its total appropriation. ahout
£460,000,000), or about the same amount it re-
ceived in 1921, The amount being spent this
year on both of the fichting services comes to
no less than £1,036,000,000.

‘Where Your Dollar Goes

This is approximately one-third of the revenues
anticipated for the same period. which means that
out of every three dollars collected by the Federal
tax-gatherers one will go, not to pay for due nor-
mal activities of the Government, not to help the
jobless, nor to tide the countey over the economic
erisis, but to build a gigantic war machine for
Nor is this all, The Gev-
ernment is still doling out huge sums to pay for the
last war in the form of interest charges on the
public debt, veterans’ compensation, hospitalization
and so forth. For example, veterans’ pensions and
henefits in the current budget come to $740,000,-

{Continued on page eleven) !

use in some future war.
























