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soner ;r? . ole n:egk. Ngl)w'hie‘:le in ot;xg \;;)rk:‘ do prisoners enjoy - : /
:\u:h vileges. 1t is easily understood that this regime is desired |
by the prisoners in other Places. Complete seli-government, a RED RE LIEF ‘ |
whole week in oomﬁalilg with the members of their families, a

e

diet at whic risoners themselves nev lain;
s is the picture Iurnisheg by the “Re:i Hell”, g campiloy - Fiajeat againSt o Brutels Acts of e

. " White Dictatorship in Bulgaria.
The prison group of the Georgian Mensheviki writes 1o The first world conference of the Infernational Red Relief
Wassiliev, member of the Central Bureau of the Mensheviki: has adopted the following protest resolution:

“Regarding the general regime we can only repeat that Alter hearing the report of Comrade Kolaroif over the new
- nobody can consider it a crying evil. Ii in reply to our Dbrutal acts of fascism in Bulgaria, the First International Con-
. bunger-strike there would be admifted, o investigate the Ierence of the I. R. k. which unites millions of proletarians and
' “eonditions, an aki- minded commission, even includi peasants of the world, expresses ifs execration against the fascist
P European socialists, they would only be able 1o rt thai 4& singent of Bulgaria, which is preparing new blood baths for
i the Soviet system and its justice are not the pleasantest in-  the gallit revolutionar . pegsatils sandt woikers ol Bulgasia who
z?tuhg:ls, but that there is él:l)st‘{l;rllg’ to complain about regar-  are hml:lgo;?ir tfhenlr n‘;'fu.lom.d : ; - 'd Vel L ot
ng the prison regime in i e ol the thousands of workers and peasants who
In Susdal thereforeg the prison regime is quite satisfactory, Nave been shot, slaughtered and tortured to death after the Sep- ]
In Solovetzk it is still better and therefore prisoners at the former  1€mber revolt is not yet dry. [undreds of workers and peasants ,
wish o obtain the Soloveizk regime. are still languishing ‘in the prisons of Bulgaria, whose groans

We could publish hundreds of quotations from, or facsimilies of pain ery to the international proletariat for revenge, and al-

ready a new wave of fascist terror is sweeping over Bulgaria,
of such letters. whicl recently claimed the leader of the peasant party Petkoff
g I o :
and a whole number of other leaders as victims. Executions, mass
. There are therefore only five hundred prisoners in the arrests, torturings are practically every-dav occurences in the i
- Soviet Union: These are given humane treatement, as the prison  democratic Bulgaria of Zankoff, A
tions in the Soviet Union are of a remarkably mild cha- The Conference sends its fraternal greetings and support to 2

racter. The prisoners themselves recognise that even the sworn  the staunch fighters for the revolution, to the workers and pea-
‘enemies of the Soviet power would have to admit them to be sants ol Bulgaria, who bravely repel the atiacks of reaction and
thoroughly  satisfactory. And the mensheviki and the Social fascism and who, regardless of the reprisals and acts of terror

~Revolutionaries in em;gration, who during the civil war  directed against them, hold aloft the flag of the class war. '
)

-
~ have rivalled the bands of Koltchak and Denekin in acts: o The Conierence appeals to the millions of workers and
al cruelty, work up a spurious indif;nalion over this regime.  peasants of the world {o raise their protest against the terror
the heroes of the II. International, who persecuie revolu- and the fury oi fascism in Bulgaria and io protect the fighting
n workers, issue appeals, pass resolutions of protest and peasants and workers in Bulgaria.
relate lying stories to the workers as to the “Red Hell”. “live the brave workers and peasants of Bulgaria!
of hypocrites and calumniators seek by means oi Ve ibe international solidarity of the wor ers!
M . bu‘g nest workers inst the With the bloody reﬁlme of fascism and terror in Bul- g
viet Union. The oﬁa”ﬁ‘m purh thél Yies aﬁm % e world!

with loathing and disgust. 'x?f’ Eive ol Zuteriaticna) Ppd. Reliel.
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Introduction.

In the revolutionary fight against capitalist domination, the international proletanat must unite

the efforts of its separate detachments and merge these detachments into one international proletarian
’ ites the fighting revolutionary proletariat, regardless of state bounda-
nationality, race, creed, sex, or occupation, is the International Workers’ Association, the Communist
International. The Communist International, uniting all the Communist Parties and constituting in itself
the militant world party of the proletariat, aims at the emancipation of labour fromethe yoke of capital,
the violent overthrow of the bourgeois order by means of the communist revolution,

revolutionary tradition of the communist association, and the First International,
founded by Marx. It entirely and unreservedly maintains the standpoint of revolutionary Marxism, which
found its most complete expression in Leninism which is pure and simple Marxism of the epoch of the
direct proletarian fight for the conquest of power. The Communist International is fighting on this basis
for clarity in the class-consiousness of the masses by placing its dialetic materialism in opposition to
the daology and thereby leading the fight against any kind of bourgeois influence
as religion, idealistic and nonmaterialist-dialectic philosophy, the doctrine of
ital labour, socialistic opportumism — thereby consistently maintaining the
struggle. The w International formulates its entire fundamental principles,
fundamental methods for struggle on this basis, and in the Programme, which unites millions of

i of the oppressed under capitalist rule, and shows them the way to victory

over the bourgeoisie, and to the construction of the communist society.

. Capitalist Wage-Slavery.

At the present time almost the whole globe is under the rule of
Only in the Soviet Union has the domination of capital

ben superseded.

?

a) Private This rule is based upon private property and the production of
duction of Commodities commodities for the market.
Sale.

b) The Monopoly of the Means A small group of persons is in possession of the monopoly of the
of Production. means of producing these goods, and of the means of distributing them;

this group is the capitalist class. This monopoly assures to this class
an undivided economic domination over millions of proletarians, who
possess no means of production, and who are forced to sell their

i

'mrdnﬁudw:g&hbwrtoupihlmthcbaﬁdm-

domination of the bourgeoisie is secured by its poli-

l‘*.ndbyhmmm-ewmuamdy

arms and all other means of applying physical force.

The rule of the bourgeoisic is also secured , for it
mhmﬂydmmuhﬁe of the
capitalists.

No. 649

e

International Press Correspondence 751

§ 2. Contradictions in the Deve-
lopment of the Capitalist
System.

a) The Class War.

b) Anarchy of Production, Com-
petition, Crises.

¢) The Struggle of Capitalism for
Domination: Wars.

d) The Process of Centralisation
of Capital Reflects the Contra-
dictions of Capitalism.

The hunt for profits forced the bourgeoisie to develop its produc-
tive powers continuously and increasingly, and to extend the sphere of
operations of capitalist production. The fundamental contradictions ol
the capitalist system, however, reveal themselves at the same time with
ever growing distinctness; these defects inevitably lead to the complete
breakdown of the capitalist system.

Capitalist society, built upon the exploitation of an overwhelming
majority of the population by an inconsiderable minority, is torn in
two, and its whole history is one of conflicts beween the classes.

I'he rule of private property imparts an anarchic character to
production, and leads to blind production regulated by no conscious
power, This is shown on the one hand in the severe conflicts between
various competing concerns and groups of concerns, causing an
enormous waste of enérgy; on the other hand the unregulated produc-
tion, absence of proportion between its various branches, and the
result of this anarchy of production — the contradiction between the
mereased production and the restricted consuming ability of the prole-
tarian masses, -- causes periodically recurring crises, accompanied by
destruction of productive forces and mass unemployment among the
proletariat.

The struggle of ithe capitalists for world domination leads to a
special form of competition among the capitalist states, finally ex
pressed in wars which are inevitable accompaniments of capitalism,
as are crises and unemployment.

The extension of capitalist production, involving the development
of productive forces, is accompanied by the decay of pre-capitalist
economic forms in the competitive struggles, the decay of a part of the
peasantry, by the disappearance of handicrafts, by the economic defeat
f small and middle capital, and by the open plundering and merciless
exploitation of the colomial countries. This process leads on the one
hand to an accumulation of capital, to its concentration in the hands
of a few millionaires, and is, on the other hand, accompanied by a
tremendous increase in the numbers of the proletariat which, having
passed through the severe school of the capitalist system, become the
deadly enemy of the bourgeoisie and its system of society,

The process of the concentration of capital, and of the extension
of the capitalist system, constantly reproduces the fundamental contra-
dictions of capitalism on an ever-increasing scale. The competition
among small capitalists ceases, only to be replaced by that among big
capitalists; where competition among big capitalists comes to a stand-
still, it widens its radius and becomes a competition between the
gigantic associations of the millionaires and their states; the crises

local
are replaced by alliances and world wars; the class war develops from
isolated actions of single groups of workers, first to a national
struggle, and then to an international struggle of the world prole-
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g) The Prerequisites of the New
Society.

§ 3. Imperialism the Last Stage

of Capitalism.

a) The Universal Character of
Capitalism.

b) The Monopolist Character of
Modern C A

These pre-requisites of the new form of society which have to
replace capitalism, are: the concentration o_f the means ol product'non.
the powerful ‘capitalist technique, the science created by cjapntalxst
evolution, the workers’ orgamsations which wll be able to furnish ll_nf-
first organisers of the new order of society; finally, the M_arxlan thcon_\l,
the greatest weapon of the proletarian struggle, which is becoming a
poweriul force, as soon as it captures the masses.

The last decades of the rule of capital are charactmsed by special
features of evolution, rendering the internal contradictions intensely
acute, resulting in the unheard-of war cisis of 1014, and leading to (lh:'
mighty revolutionary crisis (beginning with the Russian October 1917
revolution) and the general capitalist crisis.

Capitalism became world capitalism, a universally dominant
force. The survivals of the social relations of the past primitive
communism, feudal relations, chattel slavery, merchant capital, the
simple exchange of commodities of we nandicraftsman, peasant bartet
and commodity exchange -— all these forms, scattered in the various
parts of the globe, are being destroyed partly by force, and partly by
“peaceful” means, and subjected to the rule of big capital

The numerous private undertakings competing with one auoth_c:
and destroying each other in this competition, havw been replaced by
mighty associations of industrial magnates (syndicates, trusts, cartels
and companies consolidated by the banks. This new form of capital,
in which banking capital amalgamates with industrial capital, in which
the possessions of the large landowners also become a part of the
general organisation through the agency of the banks, where there are
cliques of rich financial oligarchies almost possessing the
character of hereditary dynasties, bears a sharply accentuated mono-
ist character. Free competition, which has taken the place of the
feudal monopolist economics, now changes into a monopoly of
finance capital. )

i ganisation of capital, essentially monopolist i character,
and qlrr::u‘:uy mt;: .epu::e groups of tyhe bourgeoisic of different
branches of industry to unite, also gives rise to substantial changes 1
of competitive struggle. lnstead of competing by means of
ices. there is a growing tendency to use force openly: boycotts
forms of pressure within the country itself; high protective
wars, the employment of armed force backed by state
in international relations. This increasing acuteness of com-
in international economic relations, largely due to two ia;ts‘
ivision of the colonies among the greatest capita-
to the extraordinary increase in the export of
the increased endeavour to occupy and control

i

157
£

G
Fook

I
i

which the exported capital flows.

£
!
:

e -

o e

No. 64

International Press Correspondence 754

f) Anti-capitalist Forces (Working
Class, Colonial peoples). Ob-
structive  Tendencies (Labour

Aristocracy, Social Democrats,
etc.).

¢) Intensification of Differences
and the War ol 1914 — the

Beginning of the Collapse of

Capitalism.

§ 4. The Results of the War and
the Beginning of the Decay of
Capitalism.

a) War Costs and the Destruction

of Productive Forces.

b) Disorganisation of the World’s
Traffic.

¢) Liberation of Colonial Reserves.

d) The Redistribution of the Re-
duced Income of Society,

€) Acuter Struggle between the
Imperialist Oligarchial Groups.

f) Acuter Struggles between Colo-

g) Intensification of the Class
Struggle.

h) The Absolute Instability of the
Capitalist System,

There are two main forces being organised under the hegemony
of the proletariat against the mighty organised forces of finance capital:
the workers of the capitalist states, and the peoples of the colonies
oppressed by foreign capital. The basic revolutionary tendency is,
however, temporarily paralysed by the corruption of a considerable
section of the European and American proletariat by the imperialist
bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie of the most powerful imperialist states,
which have reaped enormous profits by plundering colonies and semi-
colonies, have raised the wages of a section of their own workers out
of the booty of their plunder, thereby interesting these workers in
allegiance to the imperialist “Fatherland” and in its plunderings. This
systematic bribery has taken special effect among the labour aristocracy
(the workers in the particularly privileged trades, the highly skilled
workers, the workers in state and municipal enterprises, and so on),
and among the leading bureaucratic elements of the working class,
social-democracy and trade unions, which have become absolute tools
in the hands of the bourgeoisie.

The keen competition among the most powerful of the great
powers for the possession of the colonies led to the world war of 1914,
This war shook the foundations of capitalist economics to such an
extent, rendered the position of the working class so much worse,
destroyed so many imperialistic illusions among the proletariat, that
it introduced a new historic phase in the disintegration of capitalist
production, on a world scale.

The war of 1914--18 brought about a destruction of productive
forces unprecedented in history; it led to the immediate annihilation
A1 gigantic means of production and of the best living forces of huma-
nity; it caused an unheard of waste of energy as a result of the use
of productive power for unproductive purposes.

I'he total disorganisation of the world’s traffic thus brought about,
the chaos in the division of labour hitherto obtaining throughout the
world, the collapse of the reciprocal and regulated modes of payment,
the disturbed rates of exchange, and the unprecedented state debts, all
these factors intensify still more the ruin of capitalist world economics.

The imperialistic economic system underwent essential changes,
for the colonial and semi-colonial countries take advantage of the
slackening of the imperialist grip to gain for themselves greater eco-
nomic independence. This circumstance undermined the sources of the
affluence of the mother countries, and intensified the general crisis.

All the above stated fundamental facts of the war and post-war
periods are expressed in the diminution of the total income of society,

The diminution of the collective income of society led in the first

but in the class war of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie, in which

the intermediate groups display the to join the proletariat in

those cases where they have particularly during the war.
Thepw-wupodtioadi:upiuﬁmuui:‘;i:nmhb ract

as being absolutely unstable in every sphere _
background general Te appear

decomposition of the bourgeoisie, the return to religion, to m

to occultism, uumm demonstrate the '
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§ 5. The Breach in. the Imperialist
Front and the Epoch of Social
Revolution.

a) The November Revolution of
i the Russian Proletariat as the
First Link m the Chain of
World Proletarian Revolution.
b) Other Revolutions.

¢) The Significance of the Soviet
Union.

d) The  Counter - Revolutionary
and
Fascism).

of even greater conilicts, involving even more formidable and destructive
methods (e. g. chemical warfare), and menacing the further existence
of human society.

The growing intensification of the class war, which became appa-
rent during the war itself, led to a breach being made through the
imperialist front at its most vulnerable spot —- Russia.

The November Revolution of the Russian proletariat, which was
able to overthrow the bourgeois regime, thanks to specially favourable
fighting conditions, started a new era of international revolution, and
became the first link in the chain.

The proletarian uprisings which followed the Russian Revolution,
and which ended in the defeat of the proletariat after a brief victory
(Finland, Hungary, Bavaria), or which remained standing haliway,
owing to the treachery of the social-democrats who where actively
engaged against revolutionary communism (Austria, Germany), formed
stages in the general development ol international revolution - stages
in which the bourgeois illusions are being shattered and the forces of
Cominunist revolutiop are being mobitised and consolidated

It is just for the above reasons that the mere fact of the existence
of the Soviet Union in of such signiiicance as an organising centre of
the proletarian world movement. By the mere fact of its existence
the Soviet Union drives a wedge into the capitalist system, since, with
a fundamentally anti-capitalist structure, it comprises one-sixth of the
globe. Besides this, it represents the most powerful vanguard of the
proletarian movement, for here the working class has all the means
and auxiliaries of state power at its disposal,

In the course of development of international revolution,
Social-Democracy . and the trade unions under its leadership
became an extraordinarily powerful counter-revolutionary force Not only
did these abandon the interests of the workers during the war, in .that
they supported their “own” imperialist governments (social patriotism
and social chauvinism), but they also supported the rapacious treaties
of peace (Brest-Litovsk, Versailles); they stood by the side of the
generals (Noske), as an active force, when proletarian uprisings were
being drowned in blood; they led an armed struggle against the first
proletarian republic (Russia); they treacherously betrayed a proletariat
which had already attained power (Hungary); they became members of
League of Nations (Thomas); they openly took sides with
the against the colonial slaves (the British “Labour” Party)
The pacifist m of the Social Democrats (Centre) demoralised the

Y
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II. The Emancipation of the Workers and the Communist Order.

§ 1. The Abolition of the Funda-
mental Contradictions of Capita-
lisn.

a) The Abolition of Social An-
archy, of Classes and of Class
War.,

b) The Abolition of Private pro-
perty, of Anarchy inProduction,
of Competition and of War,

¢) Abolition of Exploitation, of
the State, of Rule and of Com-
pulsion.

d) Universal Education and Qua-
lification for Education.

¢) Growth of Productive Forces.

f) Organisation of Economics and
Science,

Improvement in General Well-
ﬂmucnm.

h) Character of Communist Cul-

The goal towards which the Communist International strives is
the substitution of the capitalist order by the Communist order of
society. The Communist order of society, prepared by the whole course
of evolution, is the sole means of escape for humanity; it alone is
capable of removing the fundamental contradictions of the capitalist
system which lead to inevitable and unavoidable ruin.

The Communist order of society does away with the division of
society into classes, that is, it destroys social anarchy. The opposing
classes are replaced by members of one great equal working commu-
nity. The gigantic unproductive expenditure caused by human beings
combating one another, in a society composed of classes, now dis-
appears, and the energy thus released is employed in the struggle with
nature, and for the progress and development of the power and domi-
nance of mankind.

By the abolition of the private ownership of the means of pro-
duction, and the passing of these means into common property, the
Communist society replaces the unregulated force of competition and
the blind course of production by a rational organisation and an appro-
priate plan, The abolition of anarchy in production and of competition
implies the simultaneous disappearance of war. The colossal waste of
productive energy, and the spasmodic development of society will here
be substituted by a systematic utilisation of all sources of help, and
by a harmonious, painless, economic evolution.

The abolition of private property does away with the exploitation
of one¢’human being by another. The work done is no longer done for
others; differences between rich and poor disappear. At the same time
the organs of class rule also vanish, above all — state power. State
power, which is the embodiment of class rule, vanishes in proportion to
the vanishing of the classes. Together with it all standards of com-

pulsion gradually die.

The abolition of classes will be accompanied by the abolition of
all monopoly of education. All education, including the very highest,
becomes general. Such a state of affairs in the first place renders a do-
minance of any group of persons over another group impossible, and
in the second place, offers a wide field of selection and sifting of talent
and genius in every branch of culture.

Here there are no barriers of a social nature placed in the way of
productive forces. In commuaist society there is no private property, no

4
4
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lll. The Fall of the

§ 1. General Characteristics of the
Transition Period.

Bourgeoisie and the Fight for Communism.

Between the Capitalist and Communist systems there lies a long
period of proletarian struggle, of its victories and defeats, a period of
continuous decay of capitalist relations with intermittent periods of
revival. A period of national wars, of colonial uprisings which, although
not revolutionary movements of the proletariat as such, are objectively
becoming a component part of the proletarian world revolution,
masmuch as they undermine imperialist domination, of armed and
“peaceiul” warfare of capitalist states against the budding socialist
states -~ a period which comprises temporary agreements between
social-cconomic systems contrary to one another, and life and death
struggles. Finally, the complete victory of the proletariat, and the {irm
establishment of the power which it has gained through so much suffe-
ring and privation will be followed by an epgeh of accelerated deve-
lopment ::anom types of socialist construction in the different coun-
tries. The multiplicity of the types of capitalism and of the conditions of the
revolutionary process renders inevitable also the formation of a variety
of types of new relations — this will be the main feature of the tedious
transition period of development. Here the capture of power by the
proletariat constitutes the essential preliminary for the peaceful growth
of socialistic forms of economy, as well as the cultural development
of the proletariat, which becomes transformed, and grows in maturity
while in charge of all the spheres of public life, drawing the other
classes into this process of regeneration and thereby laying the foun-
dation for the total abolition of class:distinction. In the fight for the
proletarian dictatorship, and for the subsequent transformaton of the
social order, the workers’ and peasants’ alliance is formed, under the
ideological and political hegemony of the former against the alliance
of landowners and capitalists. The transition period on the whole is
characterised the cultural growth of the proletariat and of the
entire toiling masses. Not until this epoch has fulfilled this historical
task will society begin to become a Communist society,

‘An unavoidable premise for the transition from capitalism to

The form of proletarian state power generally best adapted to its
of the Soviet State. This has been demonstra-

is
ted by the experiences of the i ian Revolutions, which
gmnnmwummwmm.
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¢) Destruction of the bourgeois
monopoly of arms and the Con-
centration of these in the hands

of the proletanat.

' f) Organisation of armed forces.

: g) Expropriation of the expropria-
" tors and abolition of the bour-
geois monopoly of the means of

} production. The conquest of the

the exploiters in the interests of the overwhelming majority of the popu-
lation.

While Bourgeois Democracy leaves quite untouched the monopoly
of the capitalist class with respect to the means of production, and all
material values of decisive importance, and thus reduces the formal
rights of the workers to blatant hypocrisy; the Soviet State first creates
the premises for these rights by actually securing the liberty of the
working class, by rendering the functions of the workers’ organisations
possible, etc.

For the first time in history Proletarian Democracy removes the
inequality of all exploited citizens regardless of sex, race, religion,
and nationality — it establishes an equality which has never been
realised in any capitalist State.

Proletarian Democracy and its organs which realise the broadest
democracy amongst the workers, are in incomparably closer relation
with the masses, and enable them to take part in the administrative
machine. The right to elect new delegates, the right to recall them at any
time, the combination of executive and legislative power, the arrange-
ment af electoral districts not according to territorial, but according to
ecconomic units (according to factories, undertakings, etc.) — all this
draws a sharp dividing line between the Bourgeois Parliamentary
Republic and the Soviet Dictatorship of the-proletariat.

Ihe proletariat, as leader and vanguard of all other workers, and
above all of the peasant masses, strengthens its leading role by legal
privihiges, which are unavoidable in the first stages of development.
These privileges must gradually die out in proportion to the progress
of the education received by the rest of the working masses, and
later by the other citizens of the State, and on the basis of the new
relations 4

An essential part of the seizure of power by the working class s
the destruction of the bourgeois monopoly of arms, and the concen-
tration of arms in the hands of the proletariat. During the course of the
struggie the main object in view must be the disarmament of the bour-
geoisie and the arming of the proletariat.

The further organisation of armed forces, based on strict revo-
lutionary discipline, must be carried out on precisely the same funda-
mental class principle; it must correspond with the structure of the
proletarian dictatorship, and the principles assuring leadership to the
proletariat '

The victorious proletariat utilises the power which it has seized,
first, to break the resistance of the enemy and to guarantee the
further rule of the working class against the attacks of the bourgeoisie,
Secondly, it utilises this concentrated power for the expropriation of
the expropriators, that is, for the revolutionary transformation of eco-
nomic, and consequently of all other social relations. As a rule, this
expropriation will assume the form of confiscation that is, by the expro-
priation of the means of production without compensation and the
delivery of these means into the hands of the Proletarian State. In this
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diency, and by the necessity of neutralising the peasantry, and by the
social-political importance of the peasantry); the organisation of credits
for agricu'ltural improvements, combating usury and land speculation;
the organisation of agronomic aid to the peasantry by means of suitable
schools etc.

4 Proletarian nationalisation of the banks. Delivery of all gold
reserves, securities, etc, into the hands of the Proletarian State. Secu-
rity of the interests of small depositors, centralisation of the banks, sub-
ordination of all large banking concerns to the Central State Bank of
the republic.

1 Nationalisation and municipalisation of wholesale trade.

5. Annulment of national debts.

6. Monopoly of foreign trade.

7. Monopoly of the most important printing establishments and
newspapers.

In the execution of these measures, the following principles must
be observed:

Nationalisation should as a rule not include small and medium
enterprise. The chief reason for this is that the proletariat which has
just seized power has not the required number of organising forces at
its disposal, especially during the first days of the dictatorship, to
enable it not only to destroy the old order, but to bring about a union
of the small and medium units of production.

The second reason is that the proletariat should not provoke the
antagonism of the intermediate groups. The victorious proletariat must
find the right course of action to be adopted towards these spheres of
production which can be subjected to centralised and systematic mana-
gement, and those which would only be cumbersome ballast. The latter
must be left to private initiative.

The victorious proletariat ensures to itself the most important pre-
requisites for the solution of the economic political basic tasks by the
accomplishment of these fundamental measures, which have to be ful-
filled in the early stages of the transition from capitalism to socialism.
The manner and method for carrying out these basic fasks will be

- one by the economic measures necessary for

the attainment of this goal; on the other hand by the long continued
of civil war or foreign war. According to
&em&dmmdndthceoommkmdpoﬁwlpociﬁondevery
couniry and its international relations an economic political system can
er or shorter period, which undermines

the material basis of the hostile strata, and ensures a rational con-
sumption of existing provisions but ruins productive endeavour of
mmm.mdrmwmm). This is linked up

lnternational Press Correspondence 759

The varving forms of economy and industry, in their turn, inevi-
tably also determine the form of their interrelations. The greater the
influence of small private enterprise the more inevitable is the growth
of the importance of simple market relations, with all the logical
consequences thereol.

This determines the fundamental tasks of the economic policy of
the proletariat, which holds in its hands the large and economically
decisive branches ol industry, While taking advantage of the economic
power of big industry and transport, as well as of the power of the
State machinery, it is necessary to regulate private economy and the
stimuli of private economic activity in such a manner as to ensure in
the long run, the least panful method of removal of these forms. The
adaptation to market conditions and the regulation of market condi-
tions are most important in this respect. The proletariat, through the
market relations and through competition with the backward types of
economy, as well as with the constantly emerging elements of the new
bourgeoisie, such as tradesmen, capitalists etc. must abolish these
economic forms. Adaptation to the market inevitably entails the adop-
tion of capitalist forms and methods of economic activity (calculation
of costs, money payments, organisation of commerce, even to the
extent of organising stock exchanges, and banks, etc) Nevertheless,
these capitalists forms as applied in the enterprises of the proletarian
state are essentially of an anti-capitalist character in the same way as
the formation of the proletarian standing army ensures the strength
and growth of its anti-capitalist character. On the other hand, the
application of these forms and methods harbours the seeds of their
own suppression; the more rapid the victorious progress of large
scale proletarian production, the less the importance of the market
relations; the larger the growth of systematised economy, the less

mecessary become the capitalist forms of economic activity.

In view of the survivals of capitalist influences and of the hetero-
geneity of the working class itself, it becomes necessary for a time
to adopt capitalist methods in the socialised enterprises in one form
or another (the bonus system, piece-work rates, etc. cic.)

On the other hand the proletarian state must do its utmost to
support and encourage all and every form of transition to social
economy on the part of small producers. The question of the promotion
of cooperation among the peasantry is of great importance, and parti-
cularly in agrarian countries. If under capitalist conditions and
bourgeois dictatorship peasants’ cooperatives inevitably become trans-
formed into collective-capitalist organisations, and the so-called
“agrarian socialism” is but a miserable reformist Utopia, because
cooperation becomes merged into the general system of capitalist eco-
nomy — then under the proletarian dictatorship, under a wise economic
policy, under the growth of large socialised production, peasants’
cooperation will inevitably merge into the economic system of the
proletarian ip.

The class struggle, in the period of the proletarian dictatorship,
a considerable extent assumes the character of an economic fight
etonomic forms, which may a certain period
. The chief task is to ensure
units which are hostile
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§ 3. The Proletarian Dictatorship
and the Classes,

a) The Bourgeoisie and the Land-
owners.

b) Createst possible utilisation of
their organising forces.

€) Technical Brain Workers.

d) Neutralisation of the Peasantry.

€) Organisation of the poor pea-
santry. ’

f) Petty bourgeoisie of the towns.

on the relative extent of capitalist large scale enterprise in comparison
with small enterprise, that is, on the degree of national economy under

The struggle for the expropriation of the expropriators requires
the most thorough study of all elements of this struggle.

The big bourgeoisie and the rich landowners, as well as that part of
the officers’ and army staff subject to them, are the most consistent
enemies of the working class, and a bitter struggle against them is
absolutely inevitable. As a rule it is only possible to utilise the
organising powers of these circles after the dictatorship has been
estblished, all conspiracies of exploitation and uprisings have
been determinedly suppressed.

The question of the technical brain workers plays a most impor-
tant role for the proletarian revolution Every counter-revolutionary
action origina in the ranks of the technical brain workers must be
rigorously suppressed, but at the same time the proletariat must take
into consideration the absolute necessity for these skilled workers, and
carefully avoid any action which could injure them economically,
especially those groups which have already suffererd through the war.
These intellectual forces should be brought under proletarian influence
by pointing out to them the prospects of building up sociaWst culture.

With regard to the peasantry, the Communist Party is confronted
with the task of winning over a great part of the peasantry for the
party. The victorious proletariat must differentiate strictly between the
various groupings within the peasantry itself, estimate their specific
importance, and aid the landless, semi-proletarian eclements of the
peasantry by every possible means, give them a part of the big land-
property, help in their struggle against usurious capital, etc
iat must utilise the middle elements by leaving their land
possessions untouched, and by combating every attack made

in combination with the rich landowners.

n this struggle the proletariat should base its activities upon the
of the poorer population of the country, which are under
leadership of the country proletariat in all countries where the
system of agricultural wage labour is developed.

The petty bourgeoisic of the cities, which has always wavercd
betwen extreme reaction and sympathy for the proletariat, is also to
be neutralised as far as possible. Their neutrality is assured if their
property is not touched, if they are allowed liberty of economic inter-
their struggles against usurious forms of credit, etc.
fulfil

all these tasks the most varying organisations
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¢) Raising the Cultural Level of
the proletariat.

d) The fight against religion and
Church.

§ 5. The Removal of Imperialist

Pressure and the Organisation of

Voluntary State Associations of the
Proletariat.

a) Right of Seli-Determination.

b) Liberation of the Colonies.

¢) Federated Soviet Republics.

only way possible of enabling fresh groups of qualified workers to be
continually added to the proletarian power, so that this may in. reality
become a leading power in the development of society.

To this task must be added the further task of raising the general
cultural level of the proletarian masses, the task of their political
enlightenment, raising the level of their knowledge and technical
qualifications, their practical introduction into social work, and farther,
the combating of vestiges of bourgeois and petty bourgeois preju-
dices, etc.

Amongst the tasks of combating bourgeois prejudices and
superstitions, the first place is taken by the fight against religion, a
fight which must be carried on with all requisite tact and all caution,
especially among those sections of workers in whose daily life religion
has hitherto been deeply rooted.

The proletarian State power must discontinue all State support to
churches, prevent any interference by the Church in State organised
education and further fight against all counter-revolutionary activity
of Church organisations or their individual representatives.

The main supports of the gigantic imperialist state were and are
the artificially created relations between the colonies and semi-colonies,
and imperialist mother countries. The colonial and national questions
thus play an exceedingly important role, not only from the viewpoint of
the decay of capitalist relations, but also from the viewpoint of capitalist
structure

In this respect the programme of the Communist International
makes the following demands, in complete oppostion to the policy of
the bourgeoisie and ?f social-democracy:

1. The right of self-determination, under which is also to be
understood the right of complete separation from the state. This prin-
ciple is binding as a requirement to be demanded of the bourgeois
state, where it serves as a weapon against imperialism, and is equally
binding under the regime of proletarian dictatorship, where it serves
as a means of overcoming the national distrust nurtured through
centuries of bourgeois government.

2. The liberation of the colonies, and the support of all colonial
movements against imperialism. In the case of a proletarian state
embracing former colonies, the latter are to be accorded the right of
separation.

3. Unions of Soviet Republics, at first in the form of a federation.

Besides these programme-planks which relate to the system of the
state, the Communist International puts forward demands for the
equality of nations, and for the abolition of all anti-racial laws.

The Communist International also fights against capitalist immi-
gration laws (for instance the anti-Japanese immigration law in
U. S A), and conducts ini
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§ 1. The Party and its Role.
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b) Tactical Principles.

to the Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

The successful fight for the proletarian dictatorship presupposes
the existence of a strong, solid, tried, disciplined, and centralised
Communist Party.

The Party is the vanguard of the working class consisting of the
best, most class-conscious, most active and courageous members of
the class; it embodies the whole collective experience of the proletarian
struggle, based on the revolutionary theory of Marxism. Representing
the general and permanent interests of the class as a whole, the party
embodies in itself the unity of proletarian principles, of proletarian will
and of proletarian revolutionary action.

Being a militant organisation which leads the proletariat to the
conquest of power, it consists of active revolutionary fighters, everyone
of whom fulfils some duty for the party. It thus represents a revolu-
tionary party bound by an iron discipline and by the strictest revolu-
tionary order of democratic centralism, attained through the con-
sciousness of the proletarian vanguard and through its devotion to the
revolution, through its ability of maintaining close contact with the

ian masses and with the masses in general and through
correct and flexible political leadership, which is constantly tried and
kept informed by the experiences of the broadest masses.

In order to fulfil its historic task, the Communist Party must
preliminarily undertake and carry out the following strategical aims:

Bring under its influence the majority of the members of its own
class, including the women workers and young workers.

Bring under its influence the broad masses of toilers in general
(the poor of the towns and villages, the impoverished elements of the
intelligentsia, the so-called “small-men”, i. e, the petty-bourgeois
elements in general), and thus to achieve the political hegemony of the
proletariat, under the leadership of the Communist Party.

It must utilise the conflicts in the ruling classes, both in its own
country and on an international scale (i. e. utilisation of war crisis).

Discredit, expose and destroy the political influence of social-

and of the yellow trade union bureaucrats, who are the
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In its struggle for the ultimate goal of the proletarian movement,
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d) Revolutionary Situation and
Party Tactics.

e) The Fight Against Militarism
and Imperialism.

f) The Fight Against the Economic
Results of the Post- war Crisis.

g) Supports of Soviet Russia.

h) The International Discipline of
Communism and the Communist
International.

* i) Different National Types and the

Different Application of Com-
munist Principles.

Given a direct revolutionary situation, when the ruling classes are
more or less disorgunised, when the masses are in a state of revolu-
ticnary excitement, when the intermediate strata are inclined to go over
to the side of the proletariat the party of the proletariat is con-
ironted with the task of leading the masses to the direct attack on the
bourgeois state. This is achieved by the advancement of more marked
slogans and the increasing intensity of mass movements, to which must
be subordinated all branches of party agitation and propaganda,
including  parliamentary activities. These comprise strikes, combina-
tions of strikes and demonstrations, combination of armed demon-
strations and strikes, and finally, the general strike in conjunction with
the highest form of the direct military fight against the state-power
of the bourgeoisie. This fight is subject to military rules; it presupposes
a military plan (the fixing of time and place, etc.), aggressive opera-
tions, and undivided loyalty and heroism on the part of the proletariat
Such actions presuppose the organisation of the broad masses into
militant bodies, which by their very form should attract and set into
motion the largest number of toilers (councils of workers’ and peasants’
deputies, soldiers’ councils, etc). A pre-requisite for victorious tactics is
propagandist work in the army and navy.

The process of uniting the masses under the Communist flag must
be developed in all actual questions of daily life, Above all, the fight
against imperialism and militarism, the fight against the danger of
fresh imperialist wars, etc.

Other questions coming under this heading are those connected
with the struggle against the economic results of the war and post-
war crisis. (Fight against increased prices, against unemployment,
against longer working hours, against higher taxation, etc.)

The support of Soviet Russia, as a means towards strengthening
it and towards mobilising the masses about this anti-capitalist centre
point, constitutes the most powerful organising instrument in the hands
of the international working class.

For the co-ordination of actions, and for the purposeful leadership
thereof, the international proletariat require an international class dis-
cipline, which must above all be strictly adhered to in the ranks of
the Communist Parties. This internatjonal communist discipline must
be expressed by the subordination of all partial and local interests of
the movement to its general and permanent interests, and by the un-
qualified execution of all resolutions passed by the leading organs of
the Communist International.

Being the united world party of the proletariat, the Communist
International makes it incumbent upon all its sections carefully ta
weigh all the peculiarities of the situation in their respective countries.
Only by studying these pecularities is it possible to conduct a real
Marxian policy. The difference between the countries of highly developed
capitalism, which are on the threshhold of the proletarian revolution;
the countries on the eve of bourgeois revolution, which must be
transformed into the proletarian revolution; and finally, the countries
which are still colonies or semi-colonies of imperialist powers, and
which must still inevitably pass through the phase of colonial and
national wars, — this difference must determine the whole activity of
the communist parties which are under the uniform and centralised
leadership of the Communist International.
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