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The Trade IJnlon ouestlon at the Plenaru 
session ol the flt(UtiYe £ommitee ol the 

£ommunlst International. 
** At the session of the Executive of the Communist Inter

national held on the 1st of March, Comrade Lozovsky and 
Brandler as representatives of the Red Trade Union International 
delivered a report on the trade-union movement. Comrade 
Lozovsky gave by way of introduction a short summary of the 
origin and development of the Red Trade Union International 
uf to the time of its Congress. All decisions and resolutions 
o the Congress bear according to his words the evidence of that 
alliance which was consummated at the Congress between the 
Syndicalists and the Communists. Thereupon the General 
Secretary of the. Red Trade Union International described the 
recent progress of our movement throughout the world. 

In France the Syndicalists refused in practise to recognize 
the revolutionary alliance which had been formed at the First 
Congress. The French Communists at times took up a neutral 
attitude towards these problems and offered no opposition to 
the Syndicalists who thereby had a free hand. Towards the end 
of 1921 a change took place. The situation become clearer and 
more favorable for us. 

Develorments in Italy resemble somewhat those in 
France, nevertheless the Syndicalist-Communist Alliance on the 
whole is working for the capturing of the trade-unions. In Italy 
the Red Trade Union International is supported by one-third 
of the organized proletariat; the same may said of Spain. 

In America the fight continues, showing various tendencies. 
The Industrial Workers of the World (I.W.W.) have retained 
their revolutionary rhraseology, but practically they are carrying 
on reformist tactics. The formation of the Workers Party is 
of symptomatic significance. 

In Germany, a diminutive Syndicalist organization recently 
made an attempt to form a Syndicalist International. This 
attempt is of no significance. The Red Trade Union Inter
national has under its influence from 2 to 2% million organized 
workers. 

In Russia and in Bulgaria, the whole of the organized 
proletariat belongs to the Red Trade Union International. In 
Poland, the m,ajority of the organized workers in some indi
vidual industries. are ranged on its side and in others a .con
siderable minority. 

In general the influence of the Red Trade Union Inter
national in all countries is remarkable. It, is true that this 
influence does not always find expression in figures; moreover 
the statistics of the Amsterdam International are just as 
defective as ours. Comrade Lozovsky denied that Amsterdam 
had considerable power and influence. 

With regard to the international trade federations, a 
successful struggle for their revolutionizing is being carried on. 
The Amsterdam Union have begun to expel the trade-unions 
whose central organizations had pronounced in favor of the 
Red Trade Union International. The R.T.U.I. on the othr hand 
is carrying on a successful struggle against these expulsions. 

At the conclusion of this report the General Secretary of 
the R.T.U.I. dealt with the uncertainty which some comrades 
feel on the question of the R.T.U.I. It is true we are against 
a split. But we could in no circumstances draw the conclusion 
from that that we must not make use in an organizational way 
of a majority gained in a trade-union federation. Comrade 
Lozovsky condemned the tactics of remaining affliated to the 
Amsterdam Trade Union International ev·en when the majority 
in the trade-union concerned had ranged themselves on our side. 
In particular Comrade Lozovsky pointed out that neither the 
Czecho-Slovakian nor the Norwegian Party (the last named has 
the support of 75% of the organized workers) had understood 
how to make use of their influence. 

In his supplementary report Comrade Brandler pointed 
out that the special task of the trad~union movement at the present 
moment was defined by the unprecedented and flagrant attack 
which is being made by Capital against Labor. The groups of 
the bourgeoisie warring among each other become united when 
they desire to attack the proletariat! The proletariat must like
wise in united front take up the r·esolute struggle against the 
bourgeoisie. The example of France demonstrates how tremen
dously important a close union of the trade-unions with the 
workmg masses is. The chief task of the R.T.U.I. consists in 
linking together in every country all those elements which are 
agreed in their opposit10n to Amsterdam. The practical task 
of the for the R.T.U.I. is sustaining the fight of the workers 

against the reduction of wages and they must use every oppor
tunity to explain to the workers that every economic struggle 
is also a political struggle. 

In conclusion Comrade Brandler drew attention to . the 
growth of Communist influence in the trade-union movement and 
insisted on the necessity of making use of all the influence gained 
in order to form a firmly united organization of the R.T.U.I. 
for the fight for the emanicipation of the proletariat. 

The Task of ihe Communists 
in the Trade Unions. 

•• The Conference of ·the enlarged Exe
cutive just held in Moscow adopted the follow
ing resolution on the trade-unions. 

1-The enlarged Executive affirms that the resolutions 
of the Third Congress of the Communist International with 
reO"ard to the trade-union question neeli not be materially 
altered. The six months' experience of the period rerorted on 
has again proved the principles agreed on for the work in the 
trade-unions to be appropriate and correct. The present 
Conferenc~ resumes the topic for the sole purpose of reminding 
the Communists, that, according to their growing influence in 
the trade-unions, it has become necessary to render their work 
more and more concrete, adapting it to the respective conditions 
prevalent in divers countries and different industries. 

2-0wing to the growing offensive of capital the trade
union movement of all countries is now passing through a 
serious crisis. This crisis expresses itself in the decline of the 
membership, and in the exhaustion of financial resources. On 
the other hand the increasing misery among the mass·es of the 
people produces an urgent and violent longing to fight against 
the offensive of Capital in one united front, thus breaking 
through the tactics of delay and hesitation followed by the 
reformist leaders, which deprive the trade-unions of their fighting 
spirit, and heedless of these leaders, defending their elementary 
rights of life by means of joint actio.n. 

3-This· situation in the international trade-union move
ment is extremely favorable for the further development and 
strengthening of our activities in the conguest of the trade
unions; and for the deepening of Commumst influence among 
the masses. This actual situation has to be the stepping-stone 
for the Communists working in the trade-unions, when fighting 
for the Red Trade Union International (R.T.U.I.). · 

4--ln various countries the R.T.U.I. has up to now only 
been a current within the cld ·organizations; in others, however, 
it teally comprises the· majority of the members, and, in others, 
even the trade-union organisations. This situation being given, 
it is the duty of the Communists in places where the R.T.U.I. 
is only a tendency, within every trade-union whether national or 
international, to rally around them as a firm nucleus all those 
workers who are wiiling to enter earnestly into the contest 
ag:linst the bourgeoisie and, to carry on the fight with a will. 
Wherever we have a majority of revolutionary workers in the 
trade-unions the duty of the Communists will be to propagate 
the a:Hiliation of the whole country to the R.T.U.I. 

5-In the next instance the duty of the Communists con
sists in the expansion of their influence in the old reformist trade
unions, fighting against the split policy of the Amsterdam 
leaders, and in an exact and truly logical employment of the 
tactics of a united front in the trade-union movement. However 
large a minority within the different trade-unions or the trades 
council be-the Communists have to see to it that this minority 
remains in the various organizations, fighting therein for the 
carrying through of the program and for the tactics of the 
minority. The affiliation of the trade-union minorities that have 
to remain in the old organizations to the R.T.U.I. can only 
be an idealist one, and these minorities will have to prove their 
close connection with the R.T.U.I. by a strict adherence to the 
resolutions of the First Congress of the revolutionary trade
unions and through obedience to the tactics of the Profintern. 

6-The Communists are in duty bound to see to it that 
the various trade-unions affiliated to the R.T.U.I. remain in the 
international craft and industrial secretariats. In case they 
should not yet have entered these they must do so. Before the 
international proletariat we clearly and openly state our position: 
We remain in the national trade-union federations and will only 
become affiliated with the Profintern, in the event of our winning 
the majority over to the principles.. of the R.T.U.I. The workers 
of every country will, at the1r general trade-union congress, 
decide which program and which tactics are in the interest of 
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the working-class: those of the Amsterdam International or those 
of the R.T.U.I. This is the only way to make the broad masses 
see who the "splitters " are, who prevent the formation of a 
center of power against the mighty exploiting class. This is the 
only way to make the masses see the Amsterdamers as the helpers 
of the bourgeoisie, who defend bourgeois democracy against 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, all the while treading down 
proletarian democracy when the Communists, using the means 
of proletarian democracy, try to win the majority in the trade
unions with a view of transforming the unions, from an organ 
of the bourgeoisie into their own fighting organ against it. 

7-The ready-to-compromise tendencies extant in some parties 
with regard to the R.T.U.I. are caused by a series of miscom
prehensions, and are based on the false hope of a wheeling to the 
left on the part of the Amsterdam leaders. This must be strictly 
and categorically condeq~ned. The Amsterdamers will always 
waver, wheeling to the left at the same pace as the influence 
of the Communist parties increases in the various countries, and 
at the same pace at which the R.T.U.I. extends its organizing 
and ideological influence upon the trade-union movement of all 
countries. The Communists must by no means reckon with a 
wheeling to the left on the part of the trade-union leaders. The 
Communists base their tactics on the inevitable revolutionizing 
of the masses. With the development of social contrasts, with 
the growing influence of the Communist parties and the Com
munist International and the development of revolutionary ideas 
among the working-class, the attempts of the Amsterdam Inter
nationalists to hide their reformist activity and repugnance of 
any fighting, even of fighting against the most imminent daily 
needs, with revolutionary phrases will increase. 

8-The Communist parties and the Communist Inter
national, that have taken the initiatory measures for the for
mation of the R.T.U.I., have to continue their wonk by strengthen
ing and developing their organization, which not only embraces 
Communist elements but also Syndicalist and unorganized revo
lutionary elements. 

RELIEF FOR RUSSIA 

The H Humanitarian H Capitalists. 
by Ernst Meyer (Berlin). 

** The working people of every country have felt thmen
selves in honor bound to come to the aid of the starving workers 
and peasants of Soviet Russia. The collections made among tbe 
working people of capitalist countries, themselves plunged into 
the depths of poverty, and only able to contribute to Soviet 
Russia at all by depriving themselves of the necessities of life, 
have naturally not sufficed to neutralize the effects of the fright
ful .famine catastrophe. Last autumn Nansen considered the sum 
of 5 million pounds sterling-half the cost of a dreadnought-as 
adequate for the relief of the famine in Russia. The League of 
Nations, whose own yearly budget exceeds 20 million gold 
francs, as also the separate caritalistic states, refused to gr~nt 
this sum, although Nansen made it clear that this refusal 
implied hundreds of thousands of deaths in Russia. Meanwhile 
various classes of the bourgeoisie had also become aware of the 
frigtliful misery obtaining in Russia. This induced the Commu
nist deputies in the Prussian Diet to make an attempt towards 
the utilization of state means for the relief of the famine. On the 
11th and 13th of March a Communist motion came up for 
debate in the Prussian Did, in which the demand was formulated 
that the Prussian Diet grant 20 million marks famine relief to 
the Soviet republic, without imposing any conditions whatever. 
At the same time the Communist deputies proposed that the 
money should be raised by cancelling expenses for the state 
police, especially for the police spy organisation. 

The other parties, almost without exception, utilized this 
last proposal as pretext for condemning the Communist motion. 
T~~y maintained tha~ t~e Communists were endeavoring to 
uhhze a purely humamtanan demand for the purpose of playing 
party pohtics. In reality, however, it was the representatives of 
the bourgeois parties who opposed the whole motion for 
the simple reason that they "would not give any support to 
Bolshevism", not even in the form of foou to the starving. The 
actual upshot of the attitude taken by the two bourgeois parties 
of the nght was identical with the phrase -coined by the Berlin 
Nationalist "Deutsche Tageszeitung" some months ago: 
" Soviet Russia cannot be helped by food and medicine, but only 
by cannon". The Riglit deputies exerted themselves to the 
utmost to prove that Bolshevism alone was to blame for the 
famine, but their arguments were superficial to such a degree 

that even the spokesman of the Democratic Party indignantly 
rejected their objection as "political subterfuges". The Commu
nist deputies laid the more emphasis on the fact that the politics 
of intervention and blockade employed by the capitalist states 
against Soviet Russia, and suprorted by Germany, have been 
the means of hindering Russia in the work of reconstruction. 
Since the capitalist stafes have realized that there is nothing to 
be gained by fresh military attacks, and that resumption of 
economical relations with Soviet Russia lies in their own interest, 
it is naturally the duty of these states to offer reparation for 
wrong done by giving the means whereby. the starving may be 
relieved. Germany is the more under obligation of reparation 
since she has on several occasions supplied weapons, soldiers, 
and money to the Baltic adventurers against Soviet Russia and 
by lending aid to Awaloff Bermondt. · 

As the bourgois parties were forced to admit the justice of 
these political and general humanitarian reasons, they sought 
other pretexts as a basis for their attitude of refusal. The repre
sentative of the Stinnes party asserted that it would be perfectly 
"unique" for one stat·e to help another. The Communists were 
able to reply that Soviet Russia itself had set an example of 
solidarity last year, expressing proletarian symrathy by sending 
a large sum for the victims pf the factory catastrophe m Oppau. 

The representatives of the parties of the Right did not 
shrink, finally, from repeating the lie that the money collected for 
Soviet Russia was not emrloyed for the benefit of the starving, 
but was used for purposes of propaganda. The srokesman of the 
Communist Party had already completely refuted this objection 
by quoting utterances of Nansen's, and by reference to reports 
from bourgeois correspondents and from the Red Cross, in which 
this ass,ertion was rereatedly designated as entirely untrue. The 
Communist speaker was thus able to brand the repetition of 
this lie as a " conscious slander", and the call to order with 
which the President of the Diet expressed his disapproval of the 
term only served to emphasise the correctness of the character
isation. 

The representative of the Center Party attempted to set 
the Communist motion aside by rointing out that feeding the 
hungry was more the task of private charity. At the same time 
he referred to the measures taken by the members .of his, the 
Catholic, faith, who at the instigation of the Pope and of the 
German archbishops had arranged for church collections to be 
made, and had established a fund with the aid of a <::atholic 
periodical. The Communist speaker, when presenting the motion 
to the house, had already drawn attention to the fact that the 
appeals of the Pore and archbishops had not in any ·way put 
an end to the campaign of slander being conducted by the 
Catholic press against Soviet Russia. He also emphasized the 
fact that the enormous extend of the famine catastrophe renders 
all private charity entirely inadequate, and that state help should 
be regarded as a rerfect matter of course in face of what the 
capitalist world owes to Russia. 

During the debate on the motion the Social Democrats 
felt exceedingly uncomfortable. They felt that their support 
of the official government policy with reference to Russia had 
made them participators in the responsibility. They were also 
fully aware of their own sins of omission with regard to the relief 
action, for neither the trade-unions nor the Social Democrats, nor 
even the Independents, with some few excerHons, had as much 
as ventured to reprint the appeal of the Amsterdam Trade Union 
International in favor of Rusia. 

The Communist motion received the greatest amount of 
support from the Independent Social Democrats. But even their 
speaker could not refrain from adding a hore of different treat
ment o! the Menshiks and Social Revolutionaries to the demand 
for famine relief. 

For the time being the debate was concluded by the Com· 
munist motion being referred to the budget committee. Here the 
parties will have the opportunity of proving whether their ob
jections to the motion are only to its form, as they maintain, and 
if they are at bottom in agreement with lending aid to Soviet 
Russia. In any case, the debate demonstrated anew that it is pos
sible for alleged representatives of humanity to pass over with 
-perfect indifference and even brutality the actual fact that millions 
of human beings are dying of starvation. The attitude of refusal 
adopted by the large bourgeois parties should be a fresh means 
of inducement to all working people to exercise proletarian 
solidarity more than ever. The motion. which was necessary in 
order to show the real attitude of the bourgeois parliaments to 
Soviet Russia, will then bear immediate fruit in the form of actual 
concrete help for the starving workers and peasants of Russia. 
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