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NOTIFICATION RE THE XII PLENUM OF 
THE E.C.C.I. 

T HE X II Plenum of the Executive Commit
tee of the Communist International took 

place in Moscow at the beginning of September. 
The following reports were considered by the 

X II Plenum : 
1. Report of Comrade Kuusinen on the inter

national situation and the tasks. of the sections of 
the Communist International. 

2. Report of ( 'omradc Thalmann (C. P. (~er

many) on the lessons of economic strikes and 
the struggle of the unemployed; also joint reports 
by Comrade Lenski (C. P. Poland) and Comrade 
Gottwald (C. P. Czecho-Slovakia) on the strike 
movement and the struggle of thL' unemployed 
in Poland and Czecho-Slovakia. 

3· Report of Comrade Okano (C.P. japan) on 
the tasks of Communists in the struggle again~t 
ampcrialist war and military intervention, in con
nection with the war which has commenced in the 
Far East. 

4· Report by Comrade l\lanuilsky on Social
ist construction in the U.S.S.R. in connection 
with the completion of the First Five Year Plan 
and the proposed fundamental principles of the 
Second Five Y car Pt.an. 

The Plenum received information from Com
rade Bela Kun on the forthcoming fiftieth anni
ver~ary of the tlcath of Karl Marx (March 13, 
1933) and instructed the Presidium of the 
E. C. C. I. to prepare and carry on a mass cam
paign to popularise Marxism-Leninism in connec
tion with this anniversarv. 

The Plenum elected supplementary members to 
the Presidium and endorsed the financial report 
of the E.C.C.I. 

All the decisions of the Plenum were unanimous. 
The theses, resolutions and decisions of the 

XII Plenum of the E.C.C.I. are being published 
simultaneously with the present statement. 

PouT-SEcRETARIAT OF THE E.C.C.I. 

A PLENUM OF PREPARATION FOR DIRECT BATTLES 
FOR POWER, FOR THE DICTATORSHIP OF 

THE PROLETARIAT 
(The XII 1-'lellum uf the E.C.C.l.) 

T HE theses, of the XII Plenum of the 
E.C.C.I. on the international situation state 

that "the sharpening- of the general crisis of 
capitalism is proceeding with enormous strides 
which arc carrying this crisis to a new slaJ.:'e, 
that a "definite change" is evident in the develop
ment of the general crisis of capitalism, that "tltc 
cud ()f the relal i<•e stabilisation of capitalism has 
come." that "a directly-revolutionary situation 
has not arisen in the most importanti and decisivL' 
capitalist countries," but that "what is taking· 
place at the present moment is the transition to 
a new round of big dashes between classes and 
between states, a new round of wars and revolu
tions.'' 

\Vhat arc the ue·w features in the inte~national 
situation compared with the situation that pre
\·ailed at the time of the XI Plenum, which en
abled the XI Plenum of the Comintern to advancL' 
the remarkably important and very significant 
thesis of the end of the partial stabilisation nf 

capitalism. 
One new feature is that "in certain extrcmeh· 

important key-points the antagomstic forces are 
<drcady becoming unleashed for the conflict."* 

Another new feature is that "in the relation of 
forces between the Socialist and capitalist worlds 
then~ has taken place a tremendous chang-t-> '' 
The U.S.S.R. has finally consolidated its Social
ist position and the Second Five-Year Plan pro
vides for the final liquidatiOn of classes. At the 
same time, at the other pole, the economic crisis 
has become St) extremely acute that even outside 
the Communist camp, the masses are beginning 
tn h~conw convinced that the rule of decaying 
monopolist capital now "makes it extremely 
difficult for the economic crisis to be solved in 
the period usual for capital by means of free 
competition" and that these tremendous difficul
ties, in view of the growth of the revolutionary 
upsurge, are now "driving the bourgeoisie along
the path of the violent solution of antagonisms 
both at home and on the international arena.'' 

*.\ll tlw \\'urds gi\'t'n in t(Uutatiun marks are taken from 
the thC'sis and resolutions uf tlw XII Plenum ol' thl' 
E.( '.l'.l., unl••ss otlwr\\'iSt' stat••tl. 



THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

Another new feature is the unprecedented 
sharpening of antagonisms between the predatory 
imperialists, so that these antagonisms are now 
more acute than they were on the eve of 1914. 
The Young Plan has broken down. The Ver
sailles system is in a state of crisis. Germany, 
vanquished by imperialism, demands equality in 
armaments. On this basis, the antagonisms be
tween Germany and France and .also between 
Germany and Poland over the Prussian Corridor 
and Danzig, are becoming more acute. The 
seizure of Manchuria by Japan which was the 
"beginning of a new world imperialist war" 
destroyed the former agreement between the 
U.S.A., Japan and England on the distribution ot 
spheres of influence jn China. The Washington 
Agreement has broken down. A mihtary conttkt 
is maturing between the U.S.A. and Japan. A 
wave ot chauvinism and nationalism is sweeping 
through the whole capitalist world. ''A new 
imperialist war has become a direct danger.'' 

Another new feature is that with Japan's seiz
ure of Manchuria, the preparations for interven
tion against the U.S.S.R. "have entered a new 
phase.'' The centre of military intervention has 
shifted to Manchuria, which, by the efforts of 
Japanese 1mpenalism supported by France has 
lx~en converted into a jumping-off ground for an 
attack on the U.S.S.R. The danger of direct 
intervention ho7.•ered and still hovers 07JP.r the 
U.S.S.R. 

Another new feature is that the crisis in the 
sn-ealled "era of bourgeois democracy" is enter
ing a new stage, as is shown by the establishment 
of "a form of the Fascist dictatorship in 
Germany.'' 

Another new feature is that "the further 
strengthening of political reaction and the 
Fascisation of the state" not only fails to C.)n· 

solidate the rule of the bourgeoisie, but on the 
contrary is accompanied by "a contraction of the 
basis of bourgeois rule and disintegrations in it 
of fissures and manifestations." "In countries 
where the Fascist dictatorship existed before the 
world economic crisis, a process of disin
tegration of Fascism is observed as a conse
quence of the growing revolutionary upsurge 
(Poland, Jugo-Slavia, Italy)" and in the countries 
where the Fascisation of the state is now rising 
to a higher stage, as in Germany, friction and 
eonfticts arc al!'o ari~ing and becoming acute in 
the camp of the ruling bourgeoisie behind the 
screen of the Fascist dictatorship. The Papen
Schleicher government is a definite form of the 
Fascist dictatorship for which the path was pre
pared by Social-Democracy and the Party of the 
Centre, and which was established with the help 
of the Reichswehr, the "Steel Helmets" and the 

National Socialists. It is the Fascist dictatorship 
of the magnates. of finance capital, acting in close 
allianc(~ with the agrarians and with the Reich
~wchr Militarists. But right from the very start 
this close alliance began to show serious fissures. 
A struggle is going on between the heavy indus
try of tht~ Rhine and Westphalia, and the Chenli
cal Combine, which is comparatively muC'h less 
affecteci by the crisis. A stl'uggle is going un 
between these two and the South German 
Agrarians. This internal squabbling in the camp 
of the bourgeoisie found expression in the disso
lution of the Reichstag. The elements of disin
tegration arc even more apparent in the mas~ 
movement of the national Fascists, which is being 
washed away on two sides--on the one hand, the 
bourgeoisie cannot make up their minds to allow 
Hitler to take power so as not to compromise its 
reserves, and Hitler, who not long ago was call
ing for a march on Berlin, is carrying out the will 
of heavy industry and the Papen Governn1ent, 
which subsidise him. On the other hand, in 
some of the detachments of the Fascist "stom1 
troops'' there is growing dissatisfaction with the 
big capitalist policy of Hitler, in other detach
ments there is dissatisfaction with his "legalism,, 
and they are beginning to mutiny against the 
H.ftleritc leadership. Ali the same time, the 
heterogeneous Fascist movement which was 
forged as and still is a sharp weapon for the 
counter-revolutionary offensive of the bourgeoisie 
is being affected by elements of disintegration 
which are weakening the bourgeois dictatorship. 
"The further development or breakdown of this 
dictatorship depends on the revolutionary 
struggle of the working class against Fascism ii1 
all its forms.'' 

A very symptomatic feature of the end of the 
relative stabilisation of capitalism is the new pro
cess which has arisen in the ranks of Social
Democracy as a result of the undermining of the 
position of the aristocracy of labour on the one 
hand 1 and the growth of the revolutionary upsurgt· 
on the other hand. ''The mass influence of the 
Social-Fascists in almost all countries has dec1ined, 
but the manreuvre~ adopted by them are alJ 
the more energetic and varied,'' as for example : 
heading strikes for the purpose of beheading 
them; in some cases they even declare demon
stratiYf> general strikes; their fake struggle
against Fascism, for peace in defence of the 
LT.S.S.R.; the resignation of the British I.L.P. 
from the Labour Party, the talk of the Seine 
Federation of the French Socialist Party about a 
united anti-war front with the Comintern and the 
R.I. L. U ., etc. 

In addition to these manreU\-res in which the 
"lf>ft" Social-Democrats especially c::xce1, Social-
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l>emocracy as a whole in reality supports and 
ideologically covers up the modern parasitic 
crisis policy of the financial oligarchy and its in
creased war preparations. They conceal the 
policy of state subsidies to bankrupt capitalist 
enterprises at the expense of the toiling masses 
in the name of "state capitalism," and the leaders 
of the Second International even defend the arch
reactionary projects of forced labour, and con
ceal this with mendacious talk about establishing 
''Socialism'' under the bourgeois state and by its 
hands. This combination of the vilest reaction
ary policy with far-reaching "left" demagogy by 
Social-Fascism is extremely symptomatic for the 
end of the stabilisation of capitalism. 

But the chief, the most fundamental feature 
characterising the end of the relative stabilisation 
of capitalism and its direct cause is the degYee of 
development and the spread of the revol11tionary 
mass upsurge and the fotlus which thi.s is taking 
at the pyese11t time. 

In his speech at the Plenum,* Comrade Manuil
sky dealt in detail with those new features of 
modern conditions which characterise the end of 
the stabilisation of capitalism. We should direct 
our attention most particularly to the character 
of the present revolutionary upsurge. 

"In China there is at present a revolutionary 
situation.'' The Soviet movement is developing 
there. The heroic Chinese Red Army has already 
repulsed four Kuomintang campaigns against it 
and is now driving back the fifth. Simultane
ously, a mass upsurge of the anti-imperialist 
struggle is going on in China. "In the ncar 
future Japan may find itself in the circumstances 
of revolutionary crisis." Revolution is taking 
place in. Spain and at the present time the mass 
movement is seething .. and showing tendencies to 
develop into an armed revolt of the people. 
Poland is "dosely approaching a revolutionary 
crisis." There, "a wave of m·ass strikes, numer
ous militant popular actions and the rise of the 
new wave of national revolutionary struggles" 
are sweeping the country. Comrade Lensky 
characterised the situation in Poland in his 
speecht as follows:-

"A widespread strike movement in conjunction with 
other acute forms, is now the fundamr.ntal ·link of the 
revolutionary upsurge. This link has enabled our Party 
to puJt the whole chain of mass struggles. . . . :\ 
new period of political strikes interwoven with l'Conomic 
strikes is commencing. And this is now the main 
feature of thf> de\·elopmen[ of the proletarian movement 
in Poland. It is true that this inter-weaving is stilt 
weak .. ~ but the fundamental tendency which is 
making its way to the front f>uts the question of the 
mass ret1olutionary strilee on the order of the day, as a 

•see page 6oo.-Ed. 
tSee No. 19 (193:2) "C. I." 

\\'('<tpon for the hegemony of the proletariat in the 
struggle of the toiling millions." 
While thus ·showing how Poland is .. closely 

approaching a revolutionary crisis,'' Comrade 
Manuilsky at the same time correctly emphasised : 

''If owever, there can be no doubt that the key-~Joint 
of the extremely uneven growth of the international 
proletaricm revolution is Germany." 
RccentJy Fascism has grown in Germany more 

rapidly than the revolutionary movement of the 
proletariat. But our German Communist Party 
has succeeded in developing anti-Fascist defence 
corps on the basis of a broad, united front from 
below, in which a considerable number of our 
comrades have displayed remarkable heroism, 
and as a result of which our Party obtained 
s.Joo,ooo votes at the elections. The heroism 
displayed by our Party cadres in Germany was 
proved a year earlier by the fact that 18,000 Red 
candidates were put forward at the elections for 
the factory committees in. response to the Party's 
appeal in spite of victimisation and tremendous 
unemployment. That our German Party is 
lagging behind, however, is proved by the fact 
that it has been unable to develop a strike move
ment in reply to the Emergency Decrees. This, 
in addition to the insufficient initiative shown, 
was the cause of the fact that, on July 2oth, when 
the Fascist coup took place in Prussia, the call 
for a general strike which was properly issued 
by our Party met with no response, in spite of 
the favourable situation. But our German Com
munist Party has fully realised its weakness and 
at the present time a wave of strikes is sweeping 
o.ver Germany, although they are still compara
ttvely small. The path of the German revolution 
is not a smooth one. The struggle there will be 
desperate, because great forces are concentrated 
on both sjdes of the barricade. But under the 
leadership of our Party the German proletariat is 
already beginning to pass from defence to the 
counter-offensive. That is why a revolutionary 
cns1s is rapidly approaching in Germany. 

In Czecho-Slovakia the wave of the strike 
movement is rapidly rising. There, a general 
strike of miners took place in North Bohemia, 
and a revolutionary movement of the workers and 
peasants is in progress in Carpathian Ukraine. 
In Belgium, a miners' strike broke out unex
pectedly. In Great Britain the strike of the 
s.1.ilors in the navy broke out in the autumn of 
1931, an event unparalleled in British history, 
which was accompanied by great demonstrations 
of workers, and now a strike movement has burst 
out in Lancashire. In France, big strikes 
occurred in the north. In Holland, the strike at 
Tvent. In France, our Party achieved great suc
cesses in its· agitation, in the struggle against 
the air manreuvres, in the preparations for the 
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Amsterdam Anti-War Congress, in the agitation 
in connection with the Gorgulov trial, etc. But 
our French Party is still very weak in its struggle 
for the everyday interests of the workers, ~md 
has not yet completely eliminated anarcho-syndi
calist ideas. Therefore, the movement is still 
weak in; an organisational sense. ••Jn -India and 
the Latin-American countries the development of 
the revolutiomtry crisis is delayed above all by the 
poor organisation of the proletariat and the im
maturity of the Communist Parties.'' 

The revolutionary crisis is growing unevenly, 
but everywhere there is a growth of the revolu
tionary upsurge. The uneven dt!velopment of tht! 
revolutionaFy movement and the fact that even 
such countries as France, (ireat Britain and the 
U.S.A. are laggjng behind does not mean that 
the revolution must wait for those who arc behind, 
must keep pace with the slowest, as the oppor
tunists think. Uneven development is the law of 
imperialism. Comrade Stalin long · ago spoke of 
this law as follows : 

"The further tlevelopml'nt of the world n~volut iun 
will most lil,cly proct·l'tl nut by maturin~ equally in all 
imperialist countril's, hut by some countries ~etting 
ahead of otlwrs, by ·tJw impt•rialist chain brt!uldn~ first 
of all at C«.'rtain of it:; \n•al,est linl,s." 
A characteristic feature of the end of partial 

Mabilisa.tion is the revolutionary form and the 
intensity of the strike movement which is now 
sweeping the whole capitalist world, and its com
bination with political mass actions. The theses 
on the international situation advance a postulate 
which those ••tcftists," who are now conceHling 
their opportunist passivity by sneering at strikes 
in support of partial demands, would do well to 
ponder over. The theses state : rr Under the ClHl"' 

ditions of the emi of capitalist stabilisation mzd 
the extreme tzar·ro•witlg of the material basis vf 
rejormism, the stru~:~:le for the elementary needs 
of the masses brings them into conflict with the 
very foundations of capitalism." ·It is this that 
gives the present strike movement the features 
which were noted in the other resolution of the 
XII Plenum, whibh says : 

"The economic struggle of the proletariat is assuminJ,! 
more and more ' a n·,·olutionary character, and com
binin~ in many casc•s with the various t-lemcnts and 
forms of political actions is at the present stage in the 
overwhclmin~ majority of capit<tlist countries, tlw 
fundametJtal .link fol{ lf'ading the masses to the forth
comin~ bi~ rt-volutionary battles." 

The strike movement of the workers is rousing 
a strong response among the broad masses of the 
toiling population, owing to its extent and its 
militant character (clashes with the police, the 
gendarmes and the troops); it is rousing their 
sympathy for the fighting proletariat; it is giving 
an impetus to the development of the revolution
ary movement of the peasants (Poland) and is 

( 

attracting a fairly extensive section of the urban 
petty-bourgeoisie to the side of the proletariat 
(Poland, Czecho-Slovakia). 

Under the conditions of the end of capitalist 
!';tabilisation, small economic strikes frequently 
grow into mass economic and political strikes. 
The question of the mass political strike was 
raised at the X Plenum of the E.C.C.I. But for 
a long time this slogan hung in the air. It is now 
far easier to carry it into etlect because the work
ing masses in some countries have already been 
prepared for it by general economic strikes nnd a 
number of political strikes. 

It would be absolutely wrong and opportunistic 
to regard the present growth of the revolutionary 
upsurge only as a spontaneous process. The 
rapid growth of the influence of the Communist 
Parties has bt!en especially characteristic and 
especially noteworthy in the past year. The 
membership of the Communist Parties is rapidly 
rising, the number of votes obtained by Com
munists at elections is rapidly increasing,- and, 
what is particularly important, tlze orJ:tmisatimwl 
rule vf the Communist Parties lws hegrm to gro•w 
appreciably. The numerical strength of the sec
t ions of the Comintern, not counting tlw 
C.P.S.U., has practically doublecl in the course 
of a single year, from sso,ooo to 914,000. Still 
more rapid has been the increase in the number 
of votes cast for Communis.ts at elections. Jn 
Germany for the three months, April 24 to July 
21, the number of votes given for the Communist 
Party increased almost by a mimon and in the 
Reichstag elect ions, when the Party had to fight 
under most difficult conditions and was under 
threat of suppression, it polled 5,3oo,ooo votes. 
In Bulgaria, our Party has already won over the 
majority of the working class and a considerable 
section of the peasants. In Sophia, it received 
a relative majority of votes at the municipal 
elections and an absolute majority of scats. In 
Greece, our Party gained many victories in the 
elections, etc. 

As we have already mentioned, tar more Im
portant is the fact that some of our Parties, dur
ing the last year, have successfully come forward 
in the role of leaders of the de&•elopin~: ma.s.~ 
movement. In regard to China, Comrade Van
'Ming explained at the Plenum amidst thunders 
of applause that the successes of the Chinese 
Communist Party are measured not merely by the 
increase in the membership, but by the rapid 
growth in the number of divisions in the Red 
Army and the victories obtained by it on the 
battlefield. The Red Army of the Chinese Soviets 
already consists of twenty-six army corps in 
addition to fifteen independent divisions of local 
g-arrisons and mass military organisations and 
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also a well-armed (i.P.C. The successes of our 
small but heroic Japanese l 'ommunist Party arc 
of an especially specific character. Under the 
conditions of Japan's war against China, our 
Party eourageously put forward defeatist slogans 
<llld led the militant activity of the workers, 
peasants, soldien and stmients, in spite of tlw 
military and police h..'rror. This is a new and un
precedented phenomenon in the history of the 
wars of Japanese imperialism. 

In the majority of capitalist countries where 
there is not yet a re\"olutionary situation but 
where the .prerequisites for a revolutionary crisis 
are maturmg, and where there is no war, the 
measure of the success of the Communist Parties 
is their leading r61e in mass activity. We have 
already noted the great success of the (Ierman 
Com~unist Pnrty in its anti-Fascist campaign 
orgamsed on the basis of the united front from 
below. We should especially n'otc the heroic mass 
self-defence work in Alt()na. But the most dis
tinctive and promising examples arc those Com
munist Parties which have undermined the inftu
~ncc of the ~ocial-Demonatic Party and reform
ISt trade umons and which for the first time arc 
hcmling and successfulty leading. mass strikes, 
and raising them to a higher level. In this re
spect, our Polish Commuuist Party tmdoubtedlv 
holds first place. It has not on/v cuutri7.•ed t~> 
fake ad'Ziatzlage of a '<'CY.\'

1 
fa'&•oural;le situatiou to 

ohtain the leadership of a 1lllllliler of IIi~: strikes 
de7.•eluped hy itself or de'&•rloped /Jv the Social
Fascist Po/islz Socialist Party fu-r dcma[!OJ:ic 
rcasous, ''"' it hcu: also de'l·eloped great 'lftork iu 
tlt'e PoLish 'l•illa~:es 'i.l'ltcre tlte demeuts of tlte 
a~:rurian re·&•olution arc ulrcmly maturiHJ:. /11 
tlzis sense our Party iH C:;t•clw-Slo'Z'akia haiS also 
o/Jfaiued great success in leading the g-eneral 
strike in Brucks. E\'Cll our little Belgian Party, 
hy taking an active part in the general miners' 
strike, succeeded in increasing its influence 
among the masses to such an extent during the 
short time the strike lasted that it doubled its 
membership and increased the circulation of its 
paper sevenfold. 

Of course, if we leave (>Ut of account the Ruhr 
!'trike in Germanv and the strike of the Berlin 
metal workers in ·I93o-3 I, these arc only the first 
s uccesse.~ in obtaining the leadership of the mass 
movement on the basis of the eapable application 
of the tactics of the united front from below. If 
,,.,~ compare these successes with the possibilities 
which exist and the enormous tasks which now 
fac(.~ our Party, these successes must be regarded 
as unsatisfactory. l1p to the present, we have 
nor yet taken root in the hig factories where the 
df'cisive masses of the industrial proletariat are 

concentrated. \Y c hm·c not yet succeeded in con
v<~rting- these enterprises into "fortresses of Com
munism.'' 1 n the. reformist trade unions also our 
work is still extremely weak. \Vc must not 
allow ourselves to become dizzy with success, 
because certain of our Communist Parties for 
example, the An1erinm Communist Party,' arc 
now showing some improvement. But there can 
he no doubt that a certain change and a big 
cltange, has taken place in this respect during 
~h~ past year. .And it would be just as opportun
IStic to deny th1s great advance <IS it would be to 
n~st on .our laurels-Comrade Pi.atnitsky illus-
trated th1s advance extremely vividly at the X I I 
Plenum. Referring- to the speech delivered by a 
l·.zccho-Siovakian comrade, he said : "Compare 
h1s speech at the X I Plenum with his speech at 
this Plenum. Can the two speeches even be 
compared? In this matter it is life itself which 
is speaking-." And with regard to the speech of 
an Eng1ish comrade, he said: "Formerly, it was 
we who talked and he whu listened (and not only 
he), but now it is he who is speaking and we who 
nrc listening with satisfaction .... " The con
ditions which we have described and which arc 
summed up in the words: "the end of the rela
tive stabilisation of capitalism" caused the X II 
Plenum of the E.C.C.I. "to raise with the 
g-rt·atest sharpness the question of the fulfilment 
of the fundamental task of the· Communist Parties 
at the present time : The preparation of the 'work
in~: class aHd the exploited nwsses ;, tlze course 
of the economic and political struggle for the 
fnrlflcomiu~r fi~llts: for po•wer, for the dictatorship 
uf tlte proletariat." The theses of the XII Plenum 
emph~sised that this fundamental task-the pre
paration for the fight for power-will be decided 
.,in the course of the ecmwmic and political 
.f>fruggle." And this idea is repeated time after 
l'imc in the theses. In connection with the task 
of wini1ing over the majority of the working class, 
the theses say : 

"The main link which th£' Communist Parties must 
!\ei7.(' upon in solving this problem, is the struggle for 
the f'Vl'ryday Pconomic and political interests of thl' 
hroaJ massPs, against increasing poverty, against 
oppression, vioiPnce and tPrror ... only by rdying on 
thl' evPryday intPrests of the mass<>s can the Commun
ist Partit·s dPfend and strengthen the position of thP 
workinj.! dnss, and Jpacf it up to ev<'r hi~her forms of 
~trugj.!IP and to decisi\'f• battles for thr dictatorship of 
tlw proiPtariat. When the f>roper conJitions l'Xist, the 
prPparation nnd cnlling of a mass political strike is one 
of tlw most csst>ntian nn<l immediate links in the• rt:>volu-
1 ionary !'tru~~lc• of the proletariat.'' 
1 n conclusion, in connection with the fierce 

offensive of the counter-revolution and the pre
parations for intervention, the theses say :. 

"The sections of the C.l. must answer this challr:n~P 
of th,.. world hourj.!Poisi<' by intensifyin~ to tlw utmost 
their Rolshc\'ik work, hy hnstt•nin~ the rf"\'olutionisation 
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uf the broad masses, den·loping antJ l('ading tlw class 
stru~gks of tlw toilt·rs on the basis of the unitl'd front 
from lwlow, hy leading tlw worldn~ d:~ss to m:•ss 
political strilu·s, f'lc.'' 

Is it a new idea in the Communist I nternati5mal 
to carry on a ''struggle for the everyday economic 
and political interests of the broad masses" and 
"to develop and lead the class fights of the 
toilers"? No, this idea is not new. But it W<IS 
a new idea when the Plenum in putting forward 
the preparation of :the proletariat for decisive 
struggles for power as the main task at the pre
sent time, emphasised in its resolutions, and it 
was emphasised in the speeches of many of the 
delegates from various countries, that at the pre
sent stage the chief link in the preparations is 
the developme11t utz.d organisation of the ecorwmic 
and political struggles, which are inte1wo••en, aru.l 
raising tltem to the higher level of the mass politi
cal strikes, subordinating .our propaganda~ to this 
c&.im. 

From the very beginning of the third post-war 
period, in view of the sharpening of the internal 
and external contradictions of capitalism, the 
Comintern advanced the slogan "class against 
class," and, at the same time, the slogan of the 
"independent leadership of class fights.·· How~ 
ever, our Party's successes in the independent 
leadership of class fights for a number of years 
were ¥ery small indeed. Therefore, in 1930, at 
the 16th Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, the reporter of the Russian delega
tion in the E.C.C. I. raised this question in his 
concluding remark~ with great sharpnes~ and 
clearness. He said : 

"The facts show that in a number of countri<'s our 
Parties have learned quite wel1 how to organise the 
mass political actions and demonstrations of the 
workers. However, in the leadership of class battles, 
commencing with economic strikes, the successes of tlw 
Communist Parties are still insignificant. But, the 
organisation of class bc1ttles under the leadership of the 
Communist Parties is the basic task of the prt'sent 
period. Formerly, the work of the Communist Parties 
consisted mainly of agitation and propaganda, but now 
the centre of gravity has shifted to the organisation of 
class battles under Communist leadership. Only on 
this hasis, on the basis of the Bolshevik organisation of 
litrike struggJ.es and other forms of class struggles 
against attacking capital, can (and must) the Com
munist Parties win authority among, and. the confidencf' 
of, tht> workers for Communist leadership in the whole 
of the revolutionary struggle of the proletariat." 
This waSt said in 1930. But little progress was 

made after this. A great deal was said, but very 
little was done in this sphere. This is noted in 
the thesis of the Plenum : 

"Tiwn· must bt..• dt>termined dissociation from right 
opportunist 'tailism' and from 'left' opportunist sub
jectivism which wishes to substitute for the necessary 
difficult work of the Bolshevik education and the mobil
isation of the masses : empty phrases about developing 

n•volutionary struggles ; iustead of the real devdopmeut of these fights." 
Is there any reason to expect that the neces

sary decisive change in this matter will take place 
in the sections of the Com intern after the Plenum? 
Yes, there is every reason to expect this, because, 
now a new situation has arisen, because the end 
of partial capitalist stabilisation has arrived, be
cause "only a short period remains for the matur
ing of the rcvol utionary crisis," because, at pre
sent, "it is necessary, without losing a minute, 
to strengthett and accelerate Bolshevik mass work 
for winning over the majority of the working 
class." We sec that in some Parties, (e.g., the 
Polish and Czecho-Slovakian Parties) a consider
able advance has already taken place in this 
respect. 

For the very reason that the whole situation 
has greatly changed during the past year, and 
especially because o11r Parties have gained a cer
tain amount of experience since. the I xth Plenum, 
these tactical slogans met with a ready response 
at the XII Plenum, and the whole attention of 
the Plenum was concentrated on them. 

The Plenum concretely discussed how to lead 
the working masses in the factories up to a strike 
so that the working masses themselves realised 
that this was the only way out, and how to organ
ise the broad united front from below under the 
leadership of the Communist Party when conduct
ing a strike. The Plenum discussed how to com
bine economic battles with political battles. Even 
now, economic strikes, which very frequently 
lead to conflicts with the police and the gendarme~. 
g-ive an impetus to the organisation of political 
demonstrations of sympathy, or political protest 
ciemonstrations. On the other hand, the Plenum 
especially in connection with Germany, where 
the strike movement up to the present time has 
Jagged behind political activity, discussed how it 
was possible to make political activity the start
ing point for a strike movement. Speaking of 
the well-conducted campaign of the united front 
of struggle against the Fascists in Germany, 
Comrade Piatnitsky put forward, among other 
thmgs, the following task : 

"\Ve must extend and consolidate the united front of 
the workers which commenced in the streets in fights 
with the National-Socialists, by transferring it to the 
factories, inside the reformist trade unions, and thl" 
labour exchanges among the unemployed." 
In this same connection, Comrade Knorin said : 

"Half the industrial proletariat of Germany, and this 
half is the revolutionary half, have been thrown onto 
the stret·cs. The streets, as well as the factories, hav!.' 
become an important location for the united front. We 
must combine the struggle in the streets with th(' 
scru"gle in the factorie!>. The streets must help to 
rouse the factories ; street clashes and demonstrations 
must help to develop strikes, must lw combined with 
strikes.'' 
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The Plenum discussed how partial ~conom1c 
and political battles arc to be raised to a higher 
stage when preparmg mass political strikes. 
Comrade Thaelmann said in his concluding 
remarks: 

"We must pass I rom ngitation anti propagam.ta to 
the genuine de\'elopment of mass actions and fights. 
The mass strike and the political gent>ral stril<e must be 
retlardcd as thL· t:hit>f and most important W<'apons of 
struggle at thP prt>sent stage." 
The Plenum discussed how we should now sub

ordinate our agitation and propaganda to the 
organisation of mass activity and class fights. In 
the proposal of the French delegation regarding 
the methods of putting the decisions of the X II 
Plenum into practice, we read, among other 
things, the following: 

"In this situation, in order to stand at the head of 
the mass mon•ment, in order to lead it and organise it, 
in order to hinder the policy of war and armed inter
vention in the V .S.S. R. pursued by French imperialism, 
the French Communist Party must focus its attention 
on the problem of pnrtial dt•mandl, must formulate In 
every cnse the minimum economic and political demand11 
of the worl~crs, pcnsantll and all the exploited so as to 
win the confidence of the masses, to draw them into 
the struggle and progressively to raise these partial 
battles (strike11, unemployed demonstrations, peasant 
e~ctivity, etc.) to the level of big revolutionary battles. 
This calls for a determined change in the work of the 
Unitary Tradl' L'nions, in the work of the parliam<'tl
tary fractions nnd the municipal fractions, and in the 
work of the masa; organisations under the. influence ot 
the Party." 
Further on, it says : 

" 'Humanite' and the provincial press up to the pre
l'iCnl have been chieflr weapons for agitation. They, 
especially 'Humanitf', must now become the or~anis~r'" 
of the mass movement.'' 
Finally, the Plenum discussed what organis

ational tasks arise from this tactical tine. 
It is evident that this tactical line under the 

conditions of a rapidly growing revolutionary 
upsurge can and must have a powerful effect on 
the work of the Parties and on their achieve
ments. Our Parties ·at present are suffering 
from fluctuating membership and from the weak
ness of our cells in the factories, especially the 
big factories. One of the chief causes of this 
weakness tics in the fact that the cells merely 
hold meetings and discussions, and that the 
workers who are not satisfied with this, du not 
wish to be thrown out of work in the midst of 
widespread unemployment, merely for the sake of 
this. There is no doubt that when our factory 
cells receive a· fighting lead, the Communist 
workers willingly join them without fearing to 
make the sacrifice. 

Our Parties arc suffering from the weakness 
of their work in the reformist trade tmions. There 
is no doubt that when the principal tactical line 
of organising class fights is really applied, our 
Parties will be compelled to penetrate more deeply 

into the reformist trade unions and other mass 
organisations 

The line for the direct organisation of class 
fights will greatly facilitate our struggle against 
SocUJl-Democracy, because it is easiest to expose 
them to the masses in the process of the fights, 
that is, if we do not drop into right opportunist 
errors and forget that Social-Democracy is the 
chief social buttress of the bourgeoisie, or into 
"left" opportunist errors and identify the Social
Democratic workers with their leaders, and the 
Social-Democrats with the Fascists. 

The fundamental tactical line of the direct 
organisation of pa.rtial class struggles, and the 
raising of them to a higher level under the pre
sent conditions of revolutionary upsurge is the 
basis of and the shortest path to the fulfilment of 
our strategic tasks--the winning over of the 
majority of the working class and the attraction 
of allies to the !"'de of the revolutionary prole
tariat, i.e., the masses of toilers and the exploited. 
But, in order to carry out this tactical turn, there 
must be certain pre.requisites, above all, a cap
able manner of approach to the masses. Com
rad~s Kuusinen and Gottwald spoke of these 
necessary prerequisites in detail in their reports. 

These prerequisites are formulated· as follow 
m the thesis of the X I I Pl<.>num : 

"The successful accomplishment or this task requires 
that every Communist Party sha~l establish, extend and 
strengthen ~umaneut nnd intimate contacts with the 
majority of workers, wherever workers may be tound. 
For this it is first of all nl'cessary: (a) to organise on a 
sound basis constant Bolshevik work amon~ non-Com
munist workers in the factories, in the reformist and 
other trade unions, and among the unemployed, and 
to systematically expose the treachery of the Social
Democratic and reformist leaders, and to win over the 
workers who have come under 1he influence of the · 
Fascists; (b) to defend the everyday interests of the 
workers, to be able to respond to every attack of the 
class enemy, always putting forward concrete slogans 
as will effectively mobilise the massl's for struggle ; 
to systematically pursue the policy or the united frout 
from below, to establish an alliance between thl' prole
tariat and the small farmers, to draw into the struggle 
the office workers and exploited sections of the urban 
petty-bourgeoisie under the leadership or the proletariat ; 
(c) to stren.~:thrn the Commrmist Party itself, by train
ing cndres, who are closf'ly connected with the masse• 
and trusted by them.'' 
The Plenum paid especially great attention to 

the tactics of the united front from below. The 
Czecho-Slovakian and German comrades spoke 
in great detail of this, on the basis of the ex
tremely rich experiences which they had already 
accumulated. The question of how to win the 
Social-Democratic and non-Party workers on the 
widest scale for the united front of the class 
struggle, while avoiding right opportunist and 
"left" sectarian mistakes and not hiding the face 
of our Party, and while exposing the Social-
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Democratic leaders in the process of the struggle, 
and raising the struggle to a higher stage, was 
dealt with in a most. concrete manner in the dis
cussion and was summarised in the concluding 
remarks of Comrades Gottwald and Thalmann.* 
These ·summaries of the discussion, which con
tained the richest concrete material, must be well 
studied by the broadest circles of our Party 
activists. 

In view of the fundamental task of the present 
time-the preparation of the working class for 
the forthcoming decisive struggle for power-the 
Plenum advanced a number of important tasks of 
an organisational character. Among these tasks 
we should take special notice of the ''avoidance 
of super-centralism, naked domineering, the over
loading of the central apparatus, and stripping 
the forces of the local and lower Party organis
ations. The idea behind this presentation of the 
question of "super-centralism" is as follows: as 
the revolutionary crisis rapidly matures, and as 
the Fascist and police terror and the danger of 
war increases, the situation may change with 
great rapidity, so that responsible decisions in the 
localities will have to be made very quickly. It 
is quite possible in these conditions that not only 
will our Parties be temporarily cut off from the 
leadership of the Comintern, but the local organ
isations may be temporarily cut off from the Party 
centres. Under these conditions, the Parties will 
be able to function properly and avoid the danger 
of being too late only if the local and lower Party 
organisations are given the right to .,evolutionary 
initiative to the widest extent, and if they have 
sufficient cadres capable of displaying revolution-
ary initiative correctly. . 

Touching on the tasks of the individual sections, 
the Plenum paid particular attention to two Par
ties-the German and French Parties. This was 
due entirely to the fundamental task of the pre
sent time-the preparation of the proletariat for 
the forthcoming struggles for power. Our Ger
man Communist Party is the largest and strong
est and most influential of all the Parties in 
capitalist countries. Germany may very soon 
enter the zone of revolutionary crisis in view of 
the extreme intensity of internal class antagon
isms in that country, and in view of the fact that 
it is the weakest link in the chain of the imperial
ist powers. Revolution in Germany will be of 
decisive importance for the world revolution. 

:As for the French Communist Party, it occu
pies an extremely responsible post, since French 
imperialism is the most aggressive imperialism 
in Europe and the main organiser and inspirer 
of intervention in the U.S.S.R. That is why the 

•see No. 19 (193:z) "C.I." 

Plenum paid particular attention to the prepara
tions of these two Parties. That is why Comrade 
Piatnitsky devoted the greater part of his speech 
to a detailed analysis of the work of these two 
Parties, naturally arriving at different estimates 
of their respective achievements, their shortcom
ings and the methods of overcoming these weak
nesses. That is why Comrade Lenski analysed 
the situation in Germany, and Comrade Knorin 
analysed the work of the German Patty. Com
rade Thalmann, and all the German delegates 
discussed this in great detail. The French dele
gates at the Plenum drew up detailed instructions 
as to how the decisions of the XII Plenum were 
to be applied in F ranee. 

The agenda of the Plenum included the ques
tion of the war in the Far East and the tasks of 
Communists in the struggle .against imperialist 
war and military intervention. In pointing out 
the concrete tasks of the various sections in this 
struggle and in the defence of the U .S.S.:R. the 
Plenum at the same time pointed out what the 
Parties have left undone in this sphere : 

"While recognising the undoubtedly favourable 
results in the work of the C.P. in imperialist and 
colonial countries in the matter of mobilising the masses 
against imperialist war and against preparations for 
military intervention, the XII Plenum of the E.C.C.I. 
declares that the Communist Parties of the imperialist 
countries have not been able by their revolutionary 
actions, to prevent the transport of troops to China and 
military supplies to Japan, that they have not been able 
to rouse the broad working masses employed in muni
tion factories and in transport for the struggle, that 
the mass anti-war campaign has developed slowly, 
partly because of an opportunist under-estimation of the 
war in the Far East and also because of a leftist-fatal
istic, frivolous attitude to the war. The XII Plenum 
of the E.C.C.I. calls particular attention to the im
permissible weakness of the contacts of the C.P's with 
the principal munition factories, with the chief ports 
and with the key-points on the railroads, and atso to 
the fact that the work of the Communist Parties and 
the Y.C.L. in the army, the navy and the special 
Fascist semi-military organisations is in an intolerably 
neglected condition." 
In conclusion, the Plenum heard a report, de

livered by Comrade Manuilsky in the name of the 
Russian delegation, on the subject of : ''The 
U.S.S.R. and the World Proletariat." See 
overleaf. Comrade Manuilsky himself summed 
up the fundamental idea of his report in the 
following words : 

"On this background (of capltalist decline and re
action-Editor), the achievements in the development 
of the land of proletarian dictatorship during the last 
few years stand out with particular clearness ; these 
achievements have to an enormous extent fostered the 
revolutionary u'/'surge of the working class. . . . This 
is the significance and the idea behind the rel'ort on 
the achievements of the Fi,.st Five-Year Plan and the 
#'ers'/'ectives of the Second Five-Year Plan. The signifi
cance of the fulfilment of the First Five-Year Plan lies 
in the fact that we have created a powerful material 
basis for the world proletarian revolution, that the 
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relative importance of the smallest Communist Parties 
will tremendously grow as a result of this victory of 
the vroletariat in the U.S.S.R.; that the proletariat in 
the capitalist countries, by relying on this firm support, 
will find it easier to destroy their own bourgeoisie, to 
overthrow capitalism and establish the dictatorship of 
the proletariat as the condition for the success of 
Socialism. And though the rMe of the First Five- Year 
Plan in causing the workers of capitalist countries to 
turn towards Communism has been enormous, the rMe 
of the Second Five- YeaY Plan must and will be decisivr.." 

In describing how the C.P.S. U. is marching 
from victory to victory, overcoming the numer
ous difficulties in its path, Comrade Manuilsky 
spoke in detail of the role of itS! leader : 

"In the minds of the toilers of our country, and of 
the world proletariat, the whole period of Socialist con
struction and its victory in the U.S.S.R. is linked up 
with the name of Comrade Stalin. On the basis of 
the law of the uneven development of imperialism, hf' 
worked out and carried into operation the Leninist 
teaching of the building up of Socialism in a single 
country. In this Stalinist position, which is under
stood by the whole of the Comintern, the task of pre
paring the international proletariat for the new round 
of wars and revolutions is actually being carried out 
anti fulfilled." 

By mobilising the sections of the Comintern in 
preparation for decisive fights, the XII Plenum 
reminded them of the necessity under such con
ditions of strengthening iron discipline more than 
ever before, and to carry on more than has been 
done hitherto the deterrni·n~d iStruggle against 

right opportunism, and conciliation towards it, 
as the chief danger, and against every kind of 
"left" sectarianism. It condemned the right 
tendencies of certain Parties which were formu
lated i.n the platform of Humbert Droz. It like
wise condemned the numerous manifestations of 
sectarianism which especially affect our American 
Party, and the anarcho-syndicalist tendencies in 
the Spanish Communist Party. 1 t exposed and 
branded the attempts to unite all the fragments 
of the various oppositions under the unprincipled 
ideological leadership of the renegade Trotsky 
(Poland). 

Comrade Ercoli, who closed the Plenum of pre
paration for decisive struggles,( made a short an<i 
concise resume of its work. 

The XII Plenum of the E.C.C.I. gave a clear 
estimate of the present international situation, 
characterising it as the end of the relative stabil
isation of capitalism, and clearly indicated the 
fighting tasks of the sections of the Conrifltern 
at the present extremely responsible moment. 

Our sections, "without losing a minute, must 
strengthen and accelerate their Bolshevik mass 
work for winning over the majority of the work
ing class, for raising the revolutionary activity 
of the working class,'' because "a very short 
period remains before the maturing of the revo
lutionary crisis.'' 

THE U.S.S.R. AND THE WORLD PROLETARIAT 
<FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OCTOBER REVOLUTION) 

THE MAIN FACTS OF WORLD HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE. 

A S we know, our epoch of war and proletarian 
revolutions is characterised by the fact that the 

struggle between the two systems-the dying world 
of capitalism and the rising world of socialism-is 
becoming the key point of world politics and world 
economy. In the light of this struggle the political 
parties, their programmes, their methods of leading 
the masses, their words and their deeds are tested. 
Political doctrines pass from the sphere of demagogic 
promises into actual practice, which the masses 
perceive by their concrete experience. It is precisely 
the present universal crisis in the world of capitalism 
and the successes of Socialist construction in the 
first land of proletarian dictatorship which open up 
for the proletarian masses a wide field for observation, 
reflection, the weighing of facts and for making 
political deductions. The masses are now passing 
through a great political school, but they are passing 
through it by peculiar paths, corresponding to their 
"national" conditions. One of the tasks of this 

Plenum is to assist the toiling masses of all capitalist 
countries to give form to the doubt which is rising in 
their minds about traditional "common sense," to 
com pel them to ponder all the historical events of the 
post-war epoch. 

This period has been inexhaustibly rich in experi
ence, comrades. There is not only the experience 
of the proletarian revolution in Russia in 1917, but 
also the experience of revolution in Austria and 
Germany, the experience of so-called "democratic 
socialism" in all its varieties-political democracy, 
industrial democracy, constructive socialism ; the 
experience of coalition and the experience of labour 
governments without coalitions, the experience of 
the so-called winning of the majority by legal, 
parliamentary methods, and the experience of dicta
torship. Whatever country you look at provides a 
great lesson for the world proletariat. 

Take for example U.S.A., the most classical land 
of the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie in the form of 


