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PENTAGON CONSIDERING 500;000 MORE TROOPS FOR VIETNAM 

Returning to the United States after twenty-six months on duty 
in Vietnam, Majo Gen. Ben Sternberg, commander of the lOlst Airborne 
Division, speaking in Nashv-ille·June 9 before the Middle Tennessee 
Federal Executive Council, said that "500,000 more troops would be 
required" to seal off the. borders of south Vietnam to "infiltrators." 
The general was quoted as saying that a defeat for the U.S. was pos
sible, but he later denied that he had meant this. 

He was also reported to have said that Premier Nguyen Cao Ky 
would eventually "have to go." He issued a statement saying that this 
quotation, too, presented an "erroneous picture" of his views. 

However, he did not alter his statement about the need for 
500,000 more troops· if the U.S. is to win the war Johnson.decided to 
escalate in Vietnam. Given a sufficient number of troops; defeat for 
the UcS. is not probable "or even conceivable." 

In Washington it was revealed June 7 that the administration 
is continuing to s~nd troops at a heavy r~te. By the end of the year 
about 100,000 more U.S. troops are "now scheduled" to arrive in 
Vietnam, according to the New York Times·. This will bring the total 
to about 400,000. · 

Defense Secretary M~Namara announced casually June 11 that 
18 ,000 more American troops had be·en earmarked to go to Vietnam in 
the next forty-five days, bringing the total to 285,000 by the end 
of July. 

It would seem that the estimate offered by certain Pentagon 
spokesmen last year concerning th~ eventual number of U.S. troops 
to be sent to.Vietnam was quite accurate. The projection was 500,000 
to 1,000,000. 

These figures were received with considerable incredulity at 
the time. The doubters pointed to the fact that this would signify 
a major land war in Asia, and that American policy up to then had 
been to avoid such an adventure. 

-\ ..... 

Johnson, however, continued to escalate the war. Not having 
met with the kind of rebuff that might_have been expected from 
Moscow or Peking, he seemed convinced that he could get away with 
his attempt to drown the Vietnamese Revolution in blood and to 
crush a workers state while its allies responded to the attack with 
nothing but weak gestures and a minimum of material aid. 

One element that Johnson seems to have left out of his cold
blooded calculations, however, is the antiwar feelings of the Ameri
can people. Their anger is mounting as they see more and more clearly 
that Johnson's involvement of the U.S. in Vietnam is nothing but a 
slimy war of colonial conquest that can escalate into a nuclear 
catastrophe. 



-3-

· CONGRESSMEN AFRAID TO~ iFACE Al"lERICAN; .PEOPLE 
. ;r c :· 

Ordinarily at this time in an election year, U.S. congressmen 
do everything .. possible ·.to get·· out of .Washington and back home. First 
of··a1:1.,.: in the summer months.;. Was.b:.ingt.on is like a frying pan._ Second
ly, there is alweys urgent :pQl·i:tJi.~tE!l f enc:e-mending to be done l>te·f-0r~
the voters go' to:.--the polls. Consequently ·they :try to adjourn Congr~~;s 
and take off. 

This ·year it's different. The origin.al pl_~s to adjourn by 
July have ·been ·scrappe.ct.'. T}ley may even stay--:~·:washington until . 
October,~ The ·reason, r~:xp.lains William McGaffin in <4is June 6 column, 
"is because the members would rather be in_'W'f?:-shington than.back home 
answering questions about the war in Viet Nam." · 

.· ./.. ... , . 

11Becau~_~::J.Jthis :is ·a .CQnf~~ing, unpop~l;~ war," continues .. ·. 
:Mc Gaff in, ·"these ·sources regard it as a threat; to every incumbent in 
Congress who is up for election regardless of party affiliation._": ·:.o ~. 

It migh:t_:seem that the,iaep~blicans wquld stq.nd .to gain, since 
Johnson, who escalated the war in Vietnam., is head of the Deffi:Qc~~ti_<;. 
party. But the Republicans have been backing Johnson's escalatI6fr -'61~ 
thei:war~·; Af.t·er:~all it was Goldwa.iU:e:IJ~S platform,.: .-.:''. 

ttcGaffin ·quotes a "prQI1.inent 'Republican" ~s .sumniing up t~~:. 
situation as follows: 

,··.:;:; 

"When I go home to campaign, I find that the folks don't want 
t.o ,;-,talk about anything ·e,lse except;· the WCl.r in Viet Nam. As for me, 
I would like to· talk.about anything .except that., 

"It's an awkward situation, 'e . .;en fo; us Republicans~· Under the 
circumstances, we would rather have an excuse to keep us in Wcishing
ton as long as possible so that we won't have to spend so much time 
at home fielding .•questions about Viet_,,Nam.". 

Uncomfortable as Washington is, they prefer the heat there 
to jumping in the fire on t.he home front. 

KY'S DANANG VICTORY A COSTLY ONE 

. .: To believe the publicity coming· out of Saigon, Ky's moves to. 
es·tablish military control over the dissident cities of Dc;3.nang and·. 
Hue have 9-§~;r;t:_: a hµg~. success. His troops now occl.l.PY. Danang·' and. · 
appear to be in process of taking over Hue. The· sigh of.relief· 
emanat-i11g f:rom· Ky~J9 ·American '.'advisers". is audible clear. across the 
Pacific. 

News is filtering out, however, that all may not be as viell 
as Jph,n·son would have: the American people. believe. The South Viet-
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name se troops'.L_·:W:ho ·w.e.re· -actively· fighting}J;he ;~:f~.tlom. ~'fighters of the 
National Liberation Front before Ky attacked Danang seem to have 
Jpw~.r~<J:- _°!Jp.eir guns and to. be taking it easy. 
L~ ::)t ~ .-: ::__; : __ ~ · ' .. : :. -~ \ (.: ·. · · ~- · ·- - ·· · -. . · .. . 

!-~·:-~ i .: Irfffat'.t, .' the offensiv(3 on thiS-'· front- has!--b~e~<~'hal.tedf·s·ince> 
)t!~Y: J5 /'~;':the_~ tlay~ Ky _t·ook over:_Danang, accbr-dlng: to {(a June :4. dispatc'h 
_ :s-~1?:~.: Jrdi.n_ Hue· by Nel-t· York Times cor-responde·nt'·:;R~ W~Appl!e, ~:Jr._:~ 0 :1'he. 
·First-' Vietnamese Division· stopped fighting~,- and i-t has not yet··,.-.... · -:: :~~-
started again." .. ::-J. • _·,.\_•; 

.;· On top of this, "Allied. combat ·intellige-nc€\ the .. ,.. vitMl data 
OP:_ wp.~ch 6perati~na1 planning is· bas~d ,. has .. alT1 bu1i'·:··-disapj>~:af\ed ~«''i ;k. 
):cey ±.ntelligence off:icer was dismissed, and ·with_ his· departur·ev.JJ'hi.s 
Trltelligence network dried UP .. ·" . · ·, · · < . ·. ..: ._·:;:_:_::_ :) :.: i ·· 

•: . ~- { I 1 •- • _._ .l.-r~~ 

... Col .. Joffre H. Boston, the senior Ameri_can "adviser" to the 
di vi,sion said in an interview that· the poli ticar struggle between 

·Ky and. :the -di$.sidents in Danang and Hue has be~n_.- "tremendouslyt-'". :~.<: :. 
costly to us. II:.· ~,-, • · · , · · ,.: . _ _ 

.. · .. _ . Apple ended his dispatcn 'wi-th the following illuminatling 
.. paragraphs on t,h~ situation,: · :: · · -- · ~: ~,j 

:. : . - -~- ·~:: :··,i ·~f, .r::. ;· r 

"For several months the Marines· have been opera·tiri.g nm:~thweat 
of :Efµe _in the area around two hamlet$., Cobi and Thanhtan, attempt
ing ·to .drive out the Vietcong so the·' 1Fi:N3t Division could· set up a 
new operating base between the hamlets. The final ·step in· thEr .cl.e.arr:
ing process was completed,Thursday. 

:• 

_··irrrt was all ;a w~ste, I a' Ma~ine: officer said.·-- 'With'the;··p<Jli;;_ 
tical mess the way it ls, :we doubt that· the ·Arvin (the South V'iet;_ . 

. name se .:'lrmy) will ever mov~ _ iD: there .. ' " 
- ~ ; .. 

DEMOCRATS SEEK TO CAPTURE U.S. ANTIWAR l"lOVEMSNT ·. 

"A widespread malaise over the fighting· in Vi·etncim and .:f·ear 
of further escalation is resulting in a groundswell of antiwar 
activities in several parts of the nation, most recently in the 
Midwest." 

That sentence is not a quotation from a "Trotskyist 11 resolu
-t;~on q:p,.the.politioal situation in the.United St(;ltes, although it 
sounds .. }i~e one G It is thE? main conclusion of a study 'lindert~k.en _by 
the Ne\·i ·York Time's and repor"tied in its ·issue of June·: 10·;; ~he .:study ~
was carried out .by its reporters on a coast-to-coast~ scale . 

. : . . ~ . ~ . , . . •. ; ·. . ~ ·, ' ~ 

· ·,:'Students and other. young people, ofteri- -found td· -be ,hfglfiy .. _.-· 
motivated and articulate, are the backbone of the antiwar movement;" 
reports the Times. 

,;Sitting in ori' their bull sessions," writes Pc!i.ul ·Hofmann,-
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reporting on the study, . '-!the outs-ider. wa,s. struck by the vehemence 
with which most of ·the an_tiwar and. antidraft students were COJilID.itted 
to fighting the Establishment. 

"' 'l'he Establj..sh1n..ent is. all that's wrong_ and . rotten i.p. America, ' 
an earnest girl from-- an affluent Long:::~Is~@d home asserted. on a ~Iid
western campus in citing 'President Johnson's consensus through fear, 
the:Pen'$agon, ·the GentraL·Intelligence Agency, foreign investment, 
the big business corporations, the two-party system th_9-t is really 
just one party, racial injustice, poverty amid prosperity.' 

"'In this-sense,' she wen.ton, 'the Vietnam war has been with 
us for decades.•" 

-· 

- ~-- It.is the d_evelopment of·thi$--mood on.a wide scale that c.on-
ceriis~:-the -New York Times and the sec--tor of the ruling class _for 
which it speaks, for it poses a first-rate political problem -- how 
can this mounting .OPI>'O.sition be blocked f-~om breaking out of- the 
two-party system? · · .. _ · -

The· tentative ·-outlines of a solut-ioA: ,have already been proj7 :, 
ected-, to read betwe.en the lines of Hof:rria@! s report. 

A "National Conference for New Politics" has been set up. It 
is nominally headed by Julian Bond, the 26-year-oldNegro candidate 
who was barred fro.In· taking his seat in the Georgia legislature. 
because of his opposition to' the war in Vietnam, and Simon Casady, 
56, a former president of the-California Democrati-c Council, who 
was ousted from his post for speaking out against the war. 

If the new organization r~presented 9- break with the two
party system,-·it·would be a most welcome· development. But it· appears 
designed instead to halt the tendency of the antiwar groups to brea1c 
down the fences. 

_ "One of the promoters, who did not want to be identified," 
Hofmann declare-s, "said -yesterday~ he had reason to belieye that 
Senator Robert Fo Kennedy 'welcomes the formation' of the-confer
ence. 

"Another promoter,. Ar.-thur· I. Waskow, a senior fellow of . the 
Institute for Policy Studies:· in Washington, remarked yesterday that 
he had 'a suspicion' that Senator Kennedy would react favorably .to. 
the new group." 

The immediate aims of the new organization also reveal its. 
political purpose. "Jerome Grossman, a Boston executive. who is · 
chairman of the comparat:ively moderate _-Massachusetts Political 
Action for Peace (Mass Eax) and also a promoter of the new confer
ence, affirmed by telephone- it 'could enter the mainstream' of 
American politics sharing the outlook of Senators Kennedy and J. W .• · 
Fulbright of Arkansas on many issues." 

Grossman said that ·"the conference would function as a se.r-



-·~6-

vice -'orgafiization, providing research, personnel and. funds for can-.-. 
d:idates;.::::it endorsed.·" These·,. .of:·:course, would be mostly Democrats· 
claiming to be "peace" candidates. 

"Ari immediate goal is the raising of $500,000 to support some 
50 ;candidates· throughout _.the nation, it was understood.-~~ 

.. .::·:·,·Evidently: there is big money available--, for the· new organiza
ti0n_; to heip 'it irt it·s politieal objec~ive of··molding· the antiwar. 
movement into~n.othing but a left··buttress. for the Democratic ·party·.< .. 

If Robert Kennedy is really interested in the new organiza
tion, as seems quite likely, he is following well-established prece~ 
dents in American politics. The outstanding example is Franklin 
Roosevelt·' s New Deal, which ::succeeded in sucking in the labor bureau
cracy and both the, So<?~al Democratic ·and Communist pa_rty leaderships . 

. .; .· : ·-: .. · ... 

'"The:an.tiwa:r·movement is torn by internal debate over.strat
egy, the role of civil-rights issues in its propaganda,· a..nd·· political 
inyol vement with Reform Democratic or third-party efforts, 11 Hofmann 
notes~ This is an accurate observati·on. The formation of the. new 
"Conference" with. ·the· hand of·· such figures as . Robert Kennedy clear
ly. visible, will inev~tably sharpen the internal debate. 

'._· 

The "lesser~ evil" argument will bei. sounded· in all .keys, it 
can safely: be. trredictea.· The· left :·wing. of the anti-war movement· will 
have its w·ork cu-u-.:~ut on the politica1·~ field for -th$ coming period; 
name:ly, to· show· how'.J:tuinous this policy has proved: to be and to 
indicate a realistic alternative. : ... _ · . ., . · 

Powerful!. ammunition for the-ir case is provided by the latest 
major "lesser evil 0 : c:andidate to: win office on a platform of_ "peace"; 
·namely~: Presiden·t ···Johnson. 

MEREDCT:TH SHOOTING GIVES .NEW· URGENCY TO SELF-DEFENSE 

The most significant reaction to the wounding of James H. 
Meredith m·ay have-been that of· the victim himself:;_·"I'm sorry I 
didn't ·have sometliing to -take care of that• man. I'll.· never make 
that mistake again." 

. ~eredith told this to reporters from his hospital room in 
Memphis. the day after three shotgun shells we:re pumped into his 
back fr~om am.bush ·dur-ing the second day· of his -march along the high
way toward Jackson the ·capital of' Missis:sippi·. If :Meredith's con
clusion~eflected ,sentiments among the Negro community as a whole, 
a hi$toric turning point may" have been reache.P. in the civi·l-rights 
movement i:ri the United States. i 

Meredith set out on his march June 5. His purpose was to 
make a per·sonal' test; a:rid beyond :that -~ if he· survived the trip 
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to inspire Mississippi Negroes: ftcf re:gister _._to vote: and to help -them,
incltid-1-hg himseftf·, to conquer the fear theyr(f'eel- whiiLe<living and 
traveling in Mississippi. 

''._;_iq~io:tning: -can~--be more enslaving than fear," he said. "We've 
got 'tb; rb:Cft· r_tJ1is- o.ut. " 

:_ . . · ·'-
Had the gunman, one Aubrey James Norvell, a 40-year-old unem-· 

ployed hardware salesman, stood somewhat closer to his victim; the 
three shot-~ -01.aS-ts would have·':killed .Meredi th .. :.:As ,it -~w·as he 
received~:s~ix1ty- t-o:· :seventy pellets whi.ch ·had to·· ·be>removed by surgery 
and whfch· will leave permanent scars. 

t.'-.· 

The evidence shows that the shooting was planned in advanc~e~.
Police _who ~ccompanied Meredith stood by and watched Norvell raise 
his gU.n~ ~:an.a ·fire.· Ac·c·ording to- witnesses.:, the .police made no effort 
to block Norvell. -However, they: ea·sily apprehended· -him as he walked 
away, m:1--s·sit?ri accoID:plished, smoking his pipe. 

-~· .. 

The June 8 New York Times reported the ~following exchange }jn . 
Meredith's room: 

··-·· ...... --· 

"i1r )-" .'.:Meredt th said he never again would 'knowingly :~expose ' 
himself in:_ :M~ssissippi -without :pro:·tection. . '-

"A civil-rights worker among his· guests- remarked with a 
chuck.le: .'That's not in keeping with the nonviolent philosophy, Mro 
Meredith~ r · · 

"The no~rnally_soft.;..spoken Mr. Meredith,replied: 

11 'Who the hell ever said I was nonviolent? l spent e,tght 
years in the military and the rest of my life· in Mississippi~.'" 

Similar reactions were reported from others prominently 
identified with the struggle for civil rights and civil liberties. 

In Fayette, Mississippi, Charles Evers; a state field secre
tary:for the National Association for the Advancement of Gg>~gred 
People and brother of Medgar Evers who was killed by a sniper in 
1963; ·said that he was starting. a-· drive· to get thou.sands of-· Negroes 
and. whites to the spot where Meredith was shot . in, order to c·ontinu~. 
the-! marell' from tB.ere . 

"I want to let the whites know when they shoot down one 
-~~gro_, that doesn't stop the rest of us. 

''There are· m~ny· Negroes ·who now fee·l ·the only time we are 
going to get response and action is when we start shooting whites, 
and many of them are ready to do it now." 

In a telegram to the ·Meredith family,. St_okely Carmichael, 
president of the Student Nonviolent· Coordinating·; Committee,· _s._qid:. 
"We note that Meredith was returning' from: a government sponsored 
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civil-rights conference called 'To ·Fulfill_ These- Rights' and w~ find 
proved once again .that' words will not stop bullets nor. will they en4 _:: 
law enforcement committed to racism." 

At an overflow rally in Memphis, June ?, Stokely Ca+michael 
urged Negroes to take power in the areas where they, outnumber whites. 
"I'm not going to beg the white man for anything I deserve," he said; 
"I--'m going -to. tak.e it." 

In Harlem,: where ·word of the _shooting spread quickly, .a crowd-: 
of angry people~,: gathered in front of the,_ Hotel . Theresa in -the. heart ·
of the ghetto. Several speakers called for- ·calm. They were continu- . 
ously interrupted by a man who shouted, "Let's get some guns and go 
down and, retaliate~. " 

· -. :The· Johnson administration and its supporters mobilized as 
rapidly as possible to .stem this_ :trend of. thinking. The tone was 
set by Attorney General Nicholas B. Katzenbach. He was reported to. 
be looking through the law books to see if some federal offense ·was 
not involved in the ·crime. 

Asked if he thought the shooting of Meredith indicated a 
worsening of race re:lations .in_·the South, Katzenbach replied sooth
ingly: uI think this was an i:solated :incident. It c.ould have _ 
occurred anywhere." He meant, of course, anywhere in the United 
States, or areas of the world controlled :by the U.S. 

Whitney M. Young, Jr., executive director of the National 
Urban League, sought to channelize indignation over the crime in 
the direction of urging "the Attorney Gene.ral :to proceed forthwith 
to prosecute the criminals who are guilty of this vicious act." He 
called for federa1·1egislation "to insure protection of the lives of 
Negro citizens and.civil-rights workers.". 

Roy-Wilkins, executive director of the NAACP, took a similar 
line of directing·. protests ·merely in the direction of Congress o . 

And in Washington further soothing words were issued about 
new momentum having .~been given to . the . passage of civil-rights laws. 

The advocates-: of 0nonviolenc~, "- headed by the Rev c Martin 
Luther King, were,rather silent about their philosophy and its: 
efficacy. King, along with others, rushed to the s.cene in order -to-.. 
capitalize on the publicity, which was enormous, and to appear to 
be in leadership· of the continuing action. 

As King and the others resumed the interrupted march, Missis
. sippi t~oopers' roughly shoved them a.ff the. pavement onto the shoulder 
of ths road.- "Can't you: stop pushing and ask us?" complained Nobel: 
prize-winner Kingo 

'. His politics ·iw -a nutshell! But the question is, . does it 
represent the mood) of the Negro people tod9.y? After the shooting of, 
Meredith? -The pendulum,would rather seem to be swinging aw_ay from 
the American disciples of Ghandi. 
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.:~ GUATEMALAN: GUERRILLAS UNDER, COMBINED ASSAULT 
·• 

• ... 

Tegucigalpa, Hondur~'s 
A new a.nd; perhaps qualitatively _sigrd:ficant acirion· has 

be~n carried .out~: _by the; force·s·: ,de--termined to hold: bac·k the Lat.in-.: . 
American revolution at all costs. ·· 

_; , : On. 1'1a,y~ 27. news reac·hed. here-· confirming eari-ieX.r rumors,.· that 
Guatemalan bombers. had. violated Honduran airspace: and· had bonioe:<l .. ,._ 
Honduran territory.. · ;·:··,.:.:.: 

.. Two d~ys earlier, La· Prensa .. of·- San Pedro Sula, in the northern 
part of· the · Republic· of· Honduras<> had repo.rted that on t·he morning.: : 
of May. 21--, three ¥mr. planes of the· Guatemalan air.· force· had vi.0-1.ated 
Hondu.ran territory .. _. al·o.ng the western· border and bombed the are.a~,_,.,, 
in and around the town of El Triunfo, "whose inhabitants, in spite 
of)their .perplexed:::,·surprise, .. c.ounted: a total of 36 ejcplosions 11 which 
corresponded to th.e:number. of bombs seen dropped by the Guatemalan::. 
pilots. ·· .. : .. 

·.'. :_:·.:.· · · 0n flay 28 more d.etails reached this" heavily censbred,··army-
patrolled capital of Honduras, most of the·· information being "·" 
printed as a headline· story in the daily ·El · Pu.eblo, organ o-f the : · -
harassed Liberal party of Honduraso 

l··: '; .. .. 

These~1reports included the qual·itatively' new element:· war: 
planes of.both .. Guatemala and Honduras.had participated.in the .·; 
bombings~ The'.:.~combined air operations·· took ·pTace ·along·the entire : .. 
border between,. Guatemala and Honduras-;; from: Copan.:·Ruinas to Playitas, 
and were coordinated with action by:·Honduran· infantry. · --· · 

.- The· infantry were brought: from. Santa Rosa de· Copan under the 
command of·>Maj·or Arnaldo Alvarado;, head::o~ -~_hat mil~tary zone· (the~··.: 
third}~ ·<'·'. : · ·; -~ --~. '. · · ; __ =-r,· . .:: · · · · · ., ··· · 

The May 28 El Pueblo reports· that ·1'~the" people who live··«m· 
the Honduran side of the frontier believe that this combined 
military .operation;· by air and land, was··;d:irect·ed··agaiilst a strong 
group of Guatemalan· guerrillas that had:gathered·:in·the mountainous 
terrain" along the border. 

Various towns and small.villages suffered from the bombings. 
Among these· were La .. Laguna~ ·La Helencia~ San Joaquin, -El Parais.o 
and the outskirts of San Antonio and Pastoreadero. 

Reliable sonrces from the area report that seven Honduran 
pl.anes and ten or. -twelve Guatemalan planes blasted: the area f·or 
more than two'hours. 

~) ~ ·. 

The question of whether the enemy was "real" or ''imaginary.i• 
was implicitly settled when the residents of El Paraiso observed 
a helicopter maki·ng various ·trips. transporting Honduran -soldiers, 
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apparently wounded, out of the area .. -Later reports from El Paraiso 
confirmed that a clash had occurred between Guatemalan Freedom 
fighters and Hon<:Iuran government troops. 

Additional news ·reaching here by.word of mouth indicates 
that peasant families· in the· bombed areas.;fled their homes. in fear 
of renewed air raids. 

The: incident·s mark· what. may be a "first" in Latin America: 
the combined· efforts of two or·more governments·in actual anti
guerrilla military operations. 

. Up to now, "training" operations have been carried out, 
involving t.roops and air and sea power from v·arious·'countries, 
invariably including, o:f course, U.S. armed :forces, who not only 
provide "advice" , in.:' the operations but also participate actively. 

. . 

·These full battalion antiguerrilla dress rehearsals have not 
been limited to· the infamous··; U.S. -run antiguerrilla schools in 
Peru and Panama. 

Just last month, .'.'Operation Central ·America" was carried out 
right here. in Honduras. ·It ·involved ground.·troops· plus sea and air 
power :from Guatemala.,. Nicaraglia, Panama, Honduras and the USA. 

This operation was the third and largest of recent inter-
national antiguerrilla military maneuvers here. In October -of 1965 
"Operation Halcon ·Vista'·' :wa.s. carried out in Honduras and Guatemala. 
It involved the armed:·)f.orces of Guatemala;:: Nicaragua, El Salvador 
and Honduras.. The· ope:rre.tion· was supervised· by_ the "Southern 
Commend" [Comando ·del--·Sur] of ,.the USA. 

"Operation Halcon Vi~ta" included many o:f the·s~otle two
faced techniques· \:Jhich the imperialists applied in earlier. stages 
of their aggression in Vietnam; namely, the dropping of propaganda 
leaflets in the area of operations, the distribution of food, 
medicine-. and clothing .. to ·the peasants of the area, etc. 

. . ·: . Meanwhile, air : transport units based in Guatemala were on· 
standby to:·fly paratroopers into the "enemy" position. 

A "D" day was designated and headquarters were set up at 
San Pedro Sula, .. which is also the center of the United Fruit 
Company and the Stap.dard· Fruit Company operations in Honduras. 

"Operation Halcon Vista" was organized as follows: a com
manding -directorate, headed by Colonel Roberto Palma Galvez 
(Honduras),-was ·Set up plus a combined air force command, a combined 
naval command and a task force (land), headed respectively by. 
Major Luis Lopez (Nicaragua), Naval Lt. Juan Fernando Cifuentes 
(Guatemala): and Major·· Miguel. Angel Garcia (Panama). . . 

. . 
. . '~ . 

A parallel "fUlitary Intelligence Section of· the Central· 
American Forces" (C-2) was also set up. 
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U.S. pilots Capt. Max Cameron·and Capt. Robert Blake reportedly 
took part in-: the ·:·operation, using Phantom· jets equipped with '-'Side·-::_; 
winder" and "Sparrow" missiles. ·'·:-

Last .November· a· similar combine·d military rehearsal was 
carried ,·_out.· "Operation· .. Montecristo" took place in. the north-_., 
western :part of the , country and: al-so . along the area wb.ere the·, :· 
borders or· Guatemala,· El Salvador and :Honduras converge .... 

Such operations, and this latest incident in which the armed 
forces of two or more governments were used in a real antiguerrilla 
attack, reveal how greatly imperialism fears the Latin-American 
revolution and how.J.determined it is· to mobilize against.>.it, using 
counterrevolutionary forces ori the widest scale and in-the most 
violent way. 

These development a· also ~how how illus_Q!'Y:. it ;i.~ to bel~-~ve 
that a revolutionary government· can be stabilized in· ~·,singlej::~-~-: 
country in view of the realities of the Latin-American scene . 

. In· a most urgent ·sense, genuine interll~:tJ-onal coordinat~9p , , 
is needed among. ·th~ liberation movements j,.n·-Latj,_~ Ameriqfii .. ·.In the . ,, 
last analysis, this need cannot be met except through a truly 
international revolutionary party, based on d.e.Pl9G.~t:ic.~p~ntralism, 
which:. includes alL the revolutionary -organizati0'.fl.Sr- of. Latin ~rig.q. .. 

More than ever it is evident that the Latin-American revel...: ... · 
utions of "nation.al.- liberation" must be C(>:<~r.dina.i;~d ·as continental 
in scope .anrl:;socialist. in essence in order t~ successfu.lly: conf~9A~ 
the: international counterrevolution organi-zed by imperialism and~~J-
i ts indigenous agents. · ·· -

,_, .. 

COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES PROJEC'IL,·lIBW INVASION: OF. CUBA 

A rally .. o.f· Cuban counterrevolut-ionaries was held in Manhattan 
Center in New York City June,5 ... The gathering .issued:.a call for a 
new armed invasion 0£· ·Cuba. 

Survivors of the Bay of Pigs invasion announced the formation 
of a ''Central Liberation Front" which will "seek to coordinate 
po·lit~ical:,. insurrectio.nal and, military strategy" against the revolu-
tionary government in Havana. ;_, 

Leaders of the new front were supporters of Fulgencio Batista, 
the dictator overthro\tn by the· Cuban-Revolution. ['he biggest ovations 
at the rally went to references to General Batista and to Rolando 
Masferrer, the _notorious chief of a priyate army. of ... gunmen who 
served ·a.s kilie;rs under Batista. Masferrer sat o:h the _stage at the 
rally. · ,,, 

Wal.do. Carmona', ·the general secretary of the ri.ew organization, 
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·": :.:boaste·d···,_abdut:. "a ·great expeditionary •force" that. would· be preceded 
by rra.· cortcerted'.:~plan of attacks .. 1·1 ·to ,_softe~ ,the Cuban government in .... _. 
advance of a new invasion. · · ·. i: 

··The New York c.apitalist press.- gave~ favorable 'PUblici ty to 
the meeting~·· .No mention· was made· in· the reports: as' to exactly who · 
is providing··· the financial· backing for .the new front .. The·.-counter
revolutionary :organizations inv.o.1ved in the preparations·~- for the · .. · , 
Bay of Pigs invasion got a good deal of their money from the CIA. 

i . . 

-: . : . . ·~ ... l . 

'1. 
·~ \ .. ' 

NICARAGUA OFFERED AS BASE FOR U.·S. ASSAULT' ON CUBA .r· · 
•••••••• :. ·- •• f ..... .-'. . 

:· . :· : . . ' - ("" .~-

While visiting in New York June 8, Rene Schick Gutierrez, 
the president of Nic·aragua.,. ·.said that he.:. would allow· ·his country to 
be used. as a bas~ once again· for an· armed-dnvasion of· Cuba . 

. •· •.•• ·~.:.:~ •• ~. 1-.~- • ·r:·--·_· __ )· 

Up to now the Nicaraguan government has been very reluctant 
to admit.·: that it: permitted the Bay· of Pigs invasion in- April 1961 
to be prepared in -Nicaragua and launched;: in· good part :from there,~ . .i. 

:·~ .. 
{. ..• .• • • • • 1 

!President·; Schick sa·:i.d.:.:in- New York that he would permit .:.his-, .. 
country·'·to:be used .. :for a·ne~raggression "at··any time; in .. any~:cir- .· 
cumstances." 

-·.· . ~ i ·. ( . - : 

· ·, 'Hisi brazen·· statement· crune at a news. ··conference. after· he had 
llinched··with UN-· Secretary Generali Thant. A Cuban. correspondent·. · 
asked him if he··would allow; the port of ·Puerto Cabezas to":be·~,used .·! 

again. 

"Against Cuba, no," said the head of the Nicaraguan govern
ment. "Against Castro, at any time in any circumstances, because 
he is a great ~-~·ec3.t to P:ea~e::and. secur.tl.ty ih_La.t·in·:~erica." 

Schick suggested that any "counteraction" should be taken 
under the auspic·es· of the, .Organization of. the. American States and 
not· "-unilaterally.~~-'· ·The reference was to :the way the .Bay of Pigs·· 
invasion was organized -- solely under the. auspice-s, Of the CIA, 
the Pentagon, the State Department and President Kennedyo 

. . . 

Sc:hick·.WOuld apparently prefer" to ·Spread; ·the ·t'credi t" in then 
next aggression:-,~lo·.- as to appear ·l:ess'. obvious-Ly .. t,o- -be·_,_nothing, but·_a>' 
puppet manipulated by the State Department. · .. -. :,- .. ,-. ,..: 

.:ONE--DAY ·GENERAL -STRIKE' IN ·ARGENTINA .- :·· 
;.:.•; 

·• ·1 

. Somk;·'.3·, bJ~ci'.,oocf·Argerit'_ine. workers .. staged _:a . one-daj. st-~ike.._, -~ · .. 
June 7 to protest' a 'government ·aecree annulling' section's· of· a lab.or_·_ 
law passed by the legislature. The articles in question involved 
such i terns as guaranteed p;ay for day~_ lost w:Q.i~e.,_ ?~ . ,stri~e: .. 
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:-) ~The May 29 issue of the English edition :o·f .•. Granma, the offi
c iar'-O-l!gan :of· the· Central Committee of the Communist party of Cuba,· 
provides-'--further ~d=e·tails -ab-0ut the killing of ·Luis Ramirez Lopez, 
the Cuban sentry on duty at the Guantanamo frontier, which show how 
brazenly the State Department lied about the circumstances of the 
mu.rde;r,-~ _,_ ~ . . . . . . . 

According)~to··the ·State Department, "On l"lay._:21, about 7 :10 p_!m·. ') 
an armed Cuban soldier was observed within the boundaries o·f .·Guan-·;·: 
tanamo Naval Base. A warning_shot, fired by a·U~S. guard, was 
ignored ·by the _'Ctj:"ban. Wb:eri the· infiltrator ignored the warning shot, 
a second shot ·was fired,· :W:-OUD:ding the Cuban. " 

•1. 

Then the·nintruder," although wounded, leaped over the fence 
and escaped.. -.=··.:=· 

;~i.J .:'Yf.i th ske-tches and photographs, Granma shows how ridiculous 
this :~ve~sion · f:s. · 

'··-'. '. :.1.;,,. 

:·' :::Al!oni :··tfte perimeter of the Naval Base, the Americans put up 
a high wire fence. This is topped with barbed wire. Within the 
fence they planted a mine field .. Between the mine field and the 
fence they left room for a roadway that is patrolled by trucks or 
jeeps loaded with armed troops .. 

Because they feared provocations, the Cubans cleared a wide 
area on their side of the American fence. They then planted a heavy 
row of cactus. This is followed by three barbed wire fences. The 
area between the three fences is .filled with a tangle of barbed 
wire .. Beyond this the Cuban sentries are po.sted. in blockhouses. 

: r 

The· post where Ramirez was stationed is on a hill overlooking 
all these barriers. 

Ramirez was shot through the back. The bullet entered near 
the top of the right lung, traveled upward and .came out at the 
front of the neck, piercing the aortic arch. He died within moments. 
Two other sentries, on duty with him, at once notified Frontier 
Battalion Headquarters. 

The trajectory of the shot showed that it was fired from 
near the American patrol road .. 

As previously reported [see World Outlook June 10], a number 
of journalists who visited:the scene of the murder, were completely 
convinced that the American version was a lie. 

Faced with the impossibility Of explaining (1) why a lone 
Cuban soldier would want to go inside the heavily guarded Naval 
Base; (2) how, after being wounded, he,:could scale all the barriers 
before dying, (3) how ·the•shot could have ranged upward if it was 
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fired as c·laimed ~by Tthe.St;ate:~Departm~n.t, · Wa.shington reacted in 
typical fashion~ -rt es.cala.'ted the size of the lie. 

_= :·: :- ~;cf.:·· Tbe· .Pe~ntagon··,claimed that six Cuban soldiers had entered 
:<:G.uar.r~an.a.mo ·,on:ta.~y 2::3~ According ta the Pent·agon, .·'they opened f.ire 

a:g~:L.ns-P >Am.e.ricarL.S.entries i. The sent:oie s rerturned .tne fire·~~; .. The··· 
· Cub®s ~itb:e:n :flred '!:-;·: ·· . . ·' · . .1 •· 

-. . ? .-_:: ~-;: .. ~~ , ·. .·~·· ~--- r ·- · t . • --~ :. · -i· :·.!: _'.;~ -~ ·:--_: 

The only tangible fact in this ghostlike sequence is. that: the 
story was released to the press on May 27, the day following the 

· visit of, ::t:hirty :Journalists fr.om s.ixteen countries: .. ,to the· scene of 
:.:-PA~.: murO:e:r ·-_o:.f .. :JJui:s Ra.mire·z ·_L6pe-,27~·;-- : :_; · · · · ·· · 

. -" ~ 

.. · ._, . >~~-=· ._,.rt~· "aD. e{fort. to give force. to.~·:th±·s> ·"counterpropaganda.r; 11 Dean 
Rusk even said May 27 that the: u.·s .:· government would "prO:ten:rt" the 
"intrusion" by the mysterious six Cubans. Rusk told a press confer-

. ::·eDt-ce that .l':the:,rCubans must st-op·. these ·inc·i:dents by remaining outside 
the zone. It will be better for all concerned." 

. .· .:.It wa~ the_, glaringly provocative: nature of this .move by the 
State Department that led the Cuban government to at once call· a 
state of alert and to order the "adoption of all necessary measures 

'.. for:_moving inunediate:ly into.·.a; State ·of -Combat Alarm if c'ircum.stances 
SO :req'Q.~re • H ·/ ,-. . : ) f_'· i_ ~; 

CUBA IS PREPARED SAYS RAUL CASTRO 

.. ; .... 

·Cuba's·· attitude. -in: face of the·· -U..atest provocations of the 
Johnson administration' :is one of r·estraint but· also Of readineS$ to 
respond in the firmest· way' to any escalation. This was clearly: : 
indicated in a speech delivered May 23 by Raul Castro at the funeral 
of Luis Ramirez L6pez ,, the sentry killed by a.= shot.· firecl'·from the 
Guantanamo Naval Base. ., · · ·· \ .. , · · · · 

"With the:desl're to avoid difficulties, because we understand 
that any serious incident in this ·area m~y have ·incalcul~ple nation-

. · al and intern~tional consequerfc·es, 11 said! the mini$ter of tlie Revolu
tionary Armed' Forces~ - "we have' known how 'tcf maintain a cori~tjrolled 
patience o But v.ri th this murder, added to the previous cas:es, they 
are already standing on the line which marks the l.imit of that 
patience o " · = 

The best response to imperialist provocations and aggression, 
i -said Raul Castro i:~f' a.· ;firm reply. "We know that all·' the bravado,. 
_;·that~: characterizes·:·:the·· statements and attitudes of :the Yankee:, :,.. 

imperialists tends to'· disappear l..n the fa6e '·10f a determinedipQs'ition. 11 

He recalled the October 1962 crisis,. nwhen, pursuing t:p.eir adv~n:tur
ist policy, .. <the imperialists boldly started to ?:~rid their combAt .' 
planes flying 10\-1-· over-' dur com:itry. ·Through our~- Commander in· Chiyf, 
we wa!:'ned them to· stop those f-l'ights and~-· in spite of ·:Pequests fi'om 
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various quarters that we not interfere with the~(·aiscussions, we made 
ou~ decis~on_ ""'.'- .. we know that the imperialists_ understood perfectly. 
The .. Qom.mander· iff'·Chief gave the order to fire at all enemy planes, 
and they disappe~~e9. from bur skies." · 

- -· . - : . . ~~ . -~- ;" ·. . . . . . 

.··;Pbnt~;n.u~J1g\_·?-~ong this th~me, Raul Castro said: .·. ··: 

.. : ·_."_If_ they af-d:tack us, our strength will · ser_ve to defend us in 
an exemp:L-ary and. }!eroic_ fashion. If they do not :at.tack us, it, will 
have _pe~n b,e.cause of that 'strength, combined \rii th ·the determination 
of our people to ·fight. · · 

. . . .'.'~pat. _is why the little David ,of the Cubci,n Revolution must 
p~ep_are';hims~lf to fight. intellige.ntlf ·against t.he.: imperialist 
GoJ)a th·.: " · · · < · · · · · · <~- · ·· · 

..... 

. .. . .· 1.o . th_e· shouts and . applause ·of the· crowd, RauJ 'Gastro said 
tha't. the. terms· ·"reconciliation " "surrender:r, and "de'feat" had been : ·. . . . ;. ... . . . ,. 
eliil!~t!~~ed · from .th~. {juban politic al :and mi1i tary voc'abulary. 

:; ·~ -~ ~ i.J : .- . . . '. . ' ·- ~ . . . . . . . .. ' 

: ."Ahd we _can tell them our reason as :follows·:· :.w¢ .do ·not· want, 
ever ..;;~·:.:as you, the people,··say __ :to reconcile ours·e1ve~f-with · 
imperialism; not even, as Fidel has already declared}-·in:· ia so-called 
peace_, '..l~,~~t~.:d to the Caribbean, because we shall _never accept such 
a recun&1:1fation whilfe Santo Domingo· is· under U .s. occ.upation, while 
South Vietnam is under occupation,"while North Vietnam is under 
attack! 

J _·: .. ! . 

.. . . "We -,~o not want a?"~:Selfish· pe:ace; fo~ ourselves alone, because 
that would .. ·,ri_ot, o!lly be· ,:an :opportunist· and negative attitu~e· of which 
our people ~·are: ·ihc'ap,ahle, :hut because we know that 'it would be · · 
tran9',i ~q:i;f ;:~ aD:d that' :at· the fir~t opportuni~y they would try ·to 
crus·h. u·s ~-::it. ·_ · · · · · 

·- - .. · . . . - -.I.i:_.'." -~ ' 

4$ 'i{~·ad of the ar~ed ·forces, Raul Castro revealed something 
about ·the de.tense preparations in Cuba to ward off an Amerl:.can 
assaulto Arms and ammunition are being stockpiled throughout the 
island and the population is engaged in intensive training. 

"The tens of thousands of light weapons of different kinds 
that are strategically situated in many parts .. of our country is no 
secret to th~m. There is almost no place left in Cuba where this 
precaution has not been taken. What's more, the troops who are going 
to use these weapons are not necessarily t:tiose who will be deployed 
first in the struggle."· 

. . 

After the combat alarm sounds, a quarter of a million men· 
will be in position within three hours, he continued. · 

"It is no secret to them [the U.S. imperialists] -- because 
they have already observed several of our mobilizations -- that we 
would have half a million;men under arms within t·welve hours. What 
remains a secret for them· is_,~how many--m~n-we ~lill have. mobilized 
within twenty-four hours after the combat alarm is sounded. And 
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th~s we are_. ·!191' _going to tell them .. 

. _i_
1.j\.nd ~--··people wiel<i.ing such a great number· of weapons,· a,i,ld 

of such high quality, cannot be defeated even if, as. a_resU.lt of' 
enemy superiority, of a correlation of forces favorable to them -
militarily speaking -- .. they m~ght be able to invade and_ occupy a 
piece of territory or the whole territory, as they shamelessly claim 
they· haye done in Sou~h Vietnam_ '7·- . where they really occupy only a 
small-- piece of territory., becaus.e the re~t- is in the hands of. tu~ 
patpi-ots'.i- The :resistance \'fhich. we have already -organized against· 
them guarantees that while Cuba may be attacked, she will.never.be 
defeated! 11 

· · 

· Raul Castro did not confine .. his·· :r·emarks to defense~ prepara~ ...... . 
tions in Cuba. Utilizing ·some adml.ssfons by Senator Robert Kennedy;,·_>. 
he pointed to the inevitability of the revolutionary process through~ 
out Latin America:,: a r~volution which CupQ., opened and. for which it 
provided an ·inspiring . example-•. "We are in: comple.te .. agreement as to 
the inevi tabiII.i ty- :of the rev61ut.ion in ·La.tin. America o They speak 
of a 'democratic revolution·, ' a few simple re.formis·t concessions.· 
We speak pf genuine reyo_lution, the kind we have mac;le i!l Cuba, 
which i_s undoubtedly just -the- .kind of revolution. that· o,ur. Latin-
.American brothers Will. make• II. . 

C_learly indicating Cuba's attitude t.oward revolutions; in 
other countries, Raul Castro said: · -

"Our response to the many imperialist aggressions will not 
be just for ._e:ffect,. but .it will be ef fee ti ve; it will not be -sensa
tionalist, but; it. will be po_werful; we .will not make a lot of . noise, , 
but the time. will: come when. we wil.1 be ·able to contemplate the. · 
results of_ our, actions as a whole-~ There is nothing· new in what we _ 
are saying: we are merely reiterating here today, in the face of · .. · 
this criminal and cowardly deed, that we will redouble our efforts, 
according to our ability, to aid all .the fighting liberation move
ments of the ~hree continents, because th9-t. is the Achilles' heel. 
of U.S. imperialism." · · --

TORONTO PICKETS TELL U.S. TO GET_ OUT OF GUANTANAf10 
:, . 

Toronto 

Some se-venty demonstrators met in a rally at· the ne\·J city 
hall June 4 and marched to the U.Se consulate general' carrying 
placards demanding that the U.S. withdraw from the naval base it 
maintains on: _!Cuban soil at ·Guantanamo". 

11Hands Off the. Cuban People! " was the theme of the spirited 
demonstration. 

Two drama·tic ·banners eXpressing solidarity with the Cuban 
people were carried :by supporters' of the Portuguese and-Spanish 
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... 
· .... - ; .l ...... 

CANADIANS RESPOND TO CUBAN APPEA.L FOR AID 

. . .T.or·onto. 

In. a, statement ·.releas·ed:· to>the. pre:ss June 2; ·.·the Fair~Pl~y( · ·; 
for C~ba-~O<fommi ttee announced that it had: r.ece i ved an emergencr;rc ·~: ('·· 
telegram from the National Committee of the Young Communists -~rip P'tl"Pa 
on the threat of an invasion of the isl~d rep~bl~c. 

. : - . -' :· - . ~ -

"The Co:tnm.i tte.e. has :issued ·an: alert to, arll:: who: de·fend .the. 
right of small· nations such as Cuba t.9~ determine , th~eir owm f-Oa:'ms 
of govermnent undeterred ·by bigger powers suc:to.:··a-s..:the: Uni·tea,:·;mate:s 
of America," the statement said. · · .. j _ .•. · 

"All Canadians should-·· be· prepared. on: an emergency· basis to 
protest any further ·provocations by the U.S.State Depar.tment·that 
threaten. not only the lives o.f the.:ent.i:re: peoples of Cuba~ but the 
peoples o.f.: the whole; w.orld with a ·nuclear disaster. 

:-- "It· expr-esse.s its: support of the .idea· that Canadians should 
be prepared, as they-have been in the past· to volunteer their-ser:..;.._. 
vices in the defence·oT freedom anywhere -- and in this~case··on the'. 
shores of Cuba. FPCC is preparing to act along the lines of the 
Cub-ail~ appeal. " · - · 

The: text·. of the. telegram reeei ved by the Fair· Play for· Cuba 
Committee from the National Committee of Young Communists·is.-as 
follows: 

"The false.declaration.of the U.S.State Department protestllig 
the 'intrusion' of ·six Cuban Bold~iers into the Guantanamo base that.
the Americans occupy in Cuba is· as treacherous and barefaced a lie-:.: 
as is their version of the assassination of. the Cuban sol~ctier which: 
occurred on May 21. By the imperialists making these declarations,· 
they prove they know nothing about our people and their determina
tion· to fight any and all- forms ·or.· aggression .. Far :from: permitting 
themselves· to 'be terrorized by· blackmail, thre,ats;: aggressi:ons,. and· .. : 
nonsense, the Cuban people are prepQ.ring to cmnbat imperialism· 
unflinchingly. In case the feared attack occurs we ask all partisans 
of'c.: ·freedom and. democracy to :protest the aggression and·. the use of 
Guantanamo as a ba~fe by the -U.S. arme·d forces: against the will of··_; _ _;-; 
the Cuban people. · · 

"As or·now·we are appealing for :volunteers from all countries 
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ADOLFO GILLY TORTURED IN f1EXICO 

Some details are beginning to leak out in Mexico City of the 
torture inflicted on Adolfo Gilly and the members of the Posadista 
group who were arrested· and charged with seeking to overthrow the 
Mexican government and es~tablish a Communist regime. [See World 
Outlook ·May 13.]. 

Gilly~ who is known in many countries for his articles on 
the Cuban Revolution· and the :Guatemalan. guerrilla movement, was 
apparently one· of the main targets of the political police. They 
submittied him.· to torture for three days in an effort to make him 
"confess" that he belonged to "the Fourth International.·" 

He; ·was submi.tted to seven sessions of .·beatings on the chest., 
head and kidneys.- Afte·r .one of the worst beatings~ he was· handcuffed. 
for an entire· night in 'a sitting posture in a ·c.hair. He was also -'.~·::'..~; 
submerged under water until he reached the point of drowning . 

. Unable to break him by outright physical ·torture,- the. ;police 
threatened to driv.e-jhim out on the highway and .-shoot him. This 
threat likewise Tailed to have the·-desired e.ffect. 

Gilly vvas then taken to a higher official who told him. that.· 
what they planned to do was take him to the Guatemalan border where 
he would be turned over to ·.:the Guatemalan po.lice, who would im1nedi
ately execute him. 

This seemed to Gilly to be a likely outcome as he was aware 
that the reactionary Guatemalan government.would like to get him 
because of the articles he has ·written. He ·therefore. ·agreed t.o state 
that he had attended-.a meeting of the Partido Obrero·Revolucionario 
[Revolutionary Workers' party], the. name of the Posadista group:· in 
Mexico. · · 

.. Both he and the'. other victims who· had been compelled under 
torture t:0 ·make similar "confessions,:" repudiated these when they 
were finally brought before the presiding judge. 

. - _; 

The Mexican authorities, of ;course, are engaging in a witcp-· 
hunt.·· The ·target -at the time._ of the arrests was the militant stud~nt · 
movement on the campus of the University of Mexico. 

··The· arrest of Gilly and the others was staged at the height 
of student demonstrations that forced the resignation of the head 
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of ·the;~un-ive.rsity ·admi_nis-trp.tion. The newspapers ran screami;ng head
lines' about· · "i'rotskyists" plotting to overthrow. the government, 
claiming :that: these "agitators" were behind ·the q.emonstrations ~.f. 
the students. · 

It: also appears __ that the Mexican. government is worried over 
-a;·rise:,rin soc.ia1 _unrest in _the coll.I!-try a.z:id the. possibility that it 
may strengthen-the left. The c11rrent witch-hunt against a small 
unpopular group could be designed as the opening move against much 
larger,.graups, particularly if they prove in.capable of understand
ing the meaning ·of the blow struck against ·the· Posadistas and fail. 
to rally in their defense despite ideological -differences.. · 

Consequently it is important to let· ·the l1exican authori tie:s 
know that this policy will prove unprofitable. Protests should be 
lodged imm,ediately w~th ·the Mexican- embassy in Washington, D. Co, 
and with,the judge who haS:jurisdiction in-the case: Sr. Ed-q.ardo 
Ferrer McGregor, Juez Fri~ero de Distrito en Material Penal; · 
Bucareli 24, Mexico, D.F., Mexico. · · 

NEW FRAME-UP OF "TROTSK.YISTS" AT UN!VERSITY OF I1EXIQO . 

In the ··:·earl.y- hours of June 4, vandals dynamited the statue 
of. l':lie;u~l Aleman,,.· former presiderit of Mexico, on the campus of t;ti.~ 
Univer8-ity.i_Of-.~~exico. The head of _the giant statu<? was blown __ Off 
and other·sect~ons destroyed in successive explosions. · 

The police at once ascribed the vandalism to members of ·"'the 
Trotskyist group":in the Faculty of Political. and Social Sciences. 
They claimed that it involved about twenty youths whose names were 
knovm. Up to June 6, however, no arrests had been made. 

Despite this, the police indicated a surprisingly detailed 
knowledge of the crime. · 

"Comandan.te Leobardo Barajas, of the Federal District 
Judicial police' said yesterday' " according to the June 6 :Me:~cico . 
City daily Excelsior in a front-page story, "that it was kno~m-that 
the dynamiters -- : who numbered a(>out 20 -- had indulged .in· intox_:L-::
cating drin.ks, had. broken open doors and padlocks· of. the adnfinistra
tion offices in the basem~nt of the Re.ctory building- .and taken the 
tools, bars and picks which they used in their destructive work.··· 

"They set off four. sticks of dynamite .. With the. first two, 
at 45 mip_utes past midnight, they ·toppled the he.ad of .the st~tue.~ · · 
After the explosion they hid for more than ail hour. They returne·a, ' 
to place the third and fourth in the left arm and feet, which they 
set off after three in the morning. 

·
11 

I The Troskos I -- as the members. of this student poli t_ica1 
group are known -- tried to destroy the whole monument, but they 
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failed because the.statue is not a single piece but is made up of 
various enormous blocks of stone. It ts suspected that to drill the' 
statue, place the dynamite and set· it off, they brought with them a 
'stone-cutter' skilled in this work. 

"To· climb up to the head and the middle of the statue, the 
dynamiters utilized the scaffolding: recently placed around the monu
ment by the D~pa_rtment· of Conservation o~ the University City~ ·· 

"A group of.workers were removing from the monument the 
splashes of paint and crude oil with which it was smeared when the·· 
student conflict began that culminated in the fall of the rector, 
Ign~cio Chavez and the designation in his place of the engineer 
Javier· Barros Sierra. · · 

"The police details~·-l.nvestigating the crime already know the 
names of the dynamiters. They indicated they would make them public 
today. 'There are eight chieftains,' according to them. And it 
appears that 'they too will have their heads cut off.'" 

Whatever group was involved (ultrarightists as well as many 
radical tendencies are active on the campus) the case smelled a 
great deal like the one in New York in which a handful. were arrested 
for plotting to blow up the Statue of Liberty . 

. ·Al though some of the defendants in that case actually did 
arrange to get some dynamite, it turned ·out that, the i·eading figure 
involved in the plot -- the one who first suggested it and pressed 
for it to be carried out -- was an agent sent into the group by the 
police. 

Is this ·a Mexican version of that notorious case? 

LUIS CARLOS PRESTES SENTENCED IN ABSENTIA 

Luis Carlos Prestes,· up until recently the head of the 
Brazilian Communist party and now in exile in Moscow, was condemned 
in absentia Jup.e 7 by a military.tribunal in Sao Paulo to thirty 
years in prison. Thirty other persons, accused with him of "subver
sion," ·were likewise condemned. Orily one was present, Luis Tenorio 
Lima. He was given a thirty-year sentence. ; 

A.t the end of World War II, Luis Carlos Prestes headed a big 
Commun.ist party. Irtstead of struggling for power, he followed the 
line of .. ,"peaceful coexistence')" a position he' "refused to change 
even: art·e,r the experience of; the Cuban Revolution. · · · · · 

His class-collaborationist line helped pave the way for the 
Ap~il ~l964counterrevolutionary coup d'etat. Since that time little 
has been heard from this once ma'jor figure in Brazilian politics. 
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-JOHNSON GAINS.NEW.ALLY THE COMBAT BEDBUG 

. , President Johnson has bee~ -moving from success to success in 
putting together an "Allied" front in Vi_§t;nam. The list in.eludes a _ 
quarter of a-million U.S. troops, Ky's conscripts and puppet forces, 
some;~,?p,.qQQ-mercenaries from South Korea, ~ token conting~:p.t from 
Austr,~li&.-~and New Zealand, _plU:s declarations of sympathy from such 
statesinen.·.as Prime Minister Wilson ..... ·~- _ 

_ : .::.:.·: - . . . ; __ ._ -.. ) . .'. · . .:. 

·To )this imposing list has now ... Been added an unstated number 
of bedbugs mobilized and trained oy the Pentagon after much thought 
and ef_fort. 

_,. -_!In.:·~-- spebial Q'.~spatcb from Washington, published in tli~ 
Jurie -6 issue of the authoritative New ·Yorlt': Times, William_ J?eecher 
provides details about the gain in forces ·'which Commander.2.iri-Chief 
Johnson now has at-~h:i,.$ disposal for deployment in Vietnam. ______ -~ -

• ,,, ~ • ..L --· - ~- -,_; c. -- .• ' 

"Pentagon weap-pns experts agre~ that :probably .the __ 1iost -:r;~~r- -~-~J 
plexing problem in V~¢tnam is trying to fi?ld·"· the enel,Iiy~ !' he \AJI:f~~~-?~
Serious thought has --"O~en given to using GeJ:'m~ police--d()gs~· o:r~·blodd::-:-: 
hounds. But if they were "let loose in the-, jungle to Seek-.· out hidden 
soldiers, it would be nearly impossible for their handlers- to keep 
them.in-sight." 

, _ _ !-.J • ~.)" } .. . - '\. ... : • 

~'-f ;~~ .-.-:·· ~..:- ··_. --~- -· r ~- .:: ~. . .. -· -: . . . ··.~ .. · . . . r 

__ ,,_ --The "army is working on a small radib-- device··to<fit -on ~J;ie 
dog's collar, enabling the handler to follow the signal. But udogs 
are considered a great delicacy in Vietnam and there is a real 
question how long they would last-once out of sight of the handler 
even with the homing ~~vie~: "_ : 

This is where the latest recruits to the Allied cause in 
Vietnam; come. in. _ 

-.. -.-,- .'"': .. ;:· '-. 

"S:ince bedb"t;1.gs 'Iet ou1r: a~: "'yowl' of exci~ement when they· sense 
the ne~rness of human-- ·r1~.sh; )seientists at the.' Army:t s- Limited War 
Laboratory :lnAberdeen,.Md.., ·are'working tc> perfect a sound :amplifi
cation system that will make the insects' cries audible to human 
ears. 

~: 1~T}i~_\!ombat- bedbug,- q. particularly_ large and noisy species 
about the·'size of a ·man.' s thumbnail' is c-8.rried in a special cap.:.,:~_ 
sule that allows him to ·smeil· out a man -about two blocks to' the:_ 
front,., or ,siq.es but not the t_rooper carr:ying him. 

11A·; small scout'ing party' could, theoretically at least, pre
cede a large body of troops along a jungle path and smell out any 
attempts at am.bush." The bedbug "would be used to sound the alarm 
when guerrilla forces bent' on ambush moved into position along the 
jungle trail." -

Beecher reports that some.Pentagon officials remain unen
thusiastic about the new ally. "They are afraid it might be too 
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troublesome t·o ·keep -the bedbugs both heal thy ·and hungry. " 

This reaction har~ly reflects experience in the field. It 
sounds more like· the carping cr;i.ticism of Wa~hington desk men,. little 
a9.ql.lainted ~ith the cpmbat bedbug in ?-. practical ~~Y· · .. ·.::-· 

It cou~d be, however, .. that. they have available confidentDiT
C!A- reports that cast doubt. on· the anti-Communist f;irmness or .. :· th'e:.:J_ 
insect. In view of the uncertain political· climate in Vietnam, the;· 
appe~ance. of. undesirable mutations is not excluded .. T:P.is could 
prove· to_ be dis_concertirig if not dangerous .. ·; 

- . . . : . . . -. 

The sudden rise of a guerrilla bedbug, for instance·, might'-'': 
not be no~~ced until it was too late -- when they ~urned and bit 
the _hand h9lding the· cp.ps~le··~· The resulting: "yowl'':· could reveal the 
American .. pre··sence_ to,.~the Vie·tcqng. :· · · · · ··· · 

·-- ·: --···_.:.-··· _·._! ... __ ~ .. :.-!..~~-.) ·-·--~- ::~ .... '"::~_:. . .. . .... :i_ ...... _ 

Despite -the lac'k:. of. Efrithusiasm. among a ininori ty of the . top:·: 
Americ~ brass, we _are. glad to note that the qualities of the police 
dog and t~e ·b190.9.h0Un.a have b~·en __ : q.i.~covered to extend ·p.ot only to __ 
a go:od .many bipeds'·· like· the types ·in gree·n. berets, but· aTscf to·_: a 1 

.. : 

·- gen'Q.s of ins·e.Gt._,· ai th_<;>ugh one,. it should. be·' observed·,_· -;long:. associ-· 
ate4 wi. th map:_~. · · · · · , .. 

In any case, the Pentagon strategists are to be congratulated 
for the~r success. in proving once again tha.t polit.ics makes strange 
bedfellows.-·· · · · · · 

~ .- ; _--: ,_ .. 

ISRAEL UNDER PRESSURE TO BACK VIETNAM WAR 

The Israeli government is reported to becoming· increasfngly 
irritated over ~he heavy pressµre ,·from. the Johnson- a,dministration 
to line up: afl_d make a gestur.~: of. suffici~.nt signi.f.icance '.·in support 

. of· the escalation. of the war'_ i:ri
1 

Vietns.m· -~fo that the Israelis can be 
iiste~ among th~ "Alli.es:." '. , . :- . '· .·. . . 

Particularly embarrassing to Israeli officials were the 
revelations :Of thE? South Vi,e.tname.se ambassador in Washington that 
Johp.~on had _-µrged Ky .. to ava.it hini:S,e~f of the know-hovr of th~ 
Isra~lis in .:setting up pefisant-soldier villages. , 

The same ambassador even went so far as to spill the '·beans: 
about a; :Secret conference between Israeli and South Vietnamese 
emi~sa~~es~ :in Bangko~.c · · · · · i 

. ··'.·: 

. : ·. .. . ~~ .. ·yiew ·of. the ~favorable .pµblici.ty; tesulting from. _these 
revelations, the Israeli government felt compelled to indic.ate a · .. 
hands-off attitude o A statement was issued saying that Israel 'was·;;_ 
not ·C-PP.:tenw.l·fit-ing sen~ipg any. experts to V~etnam. 
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CONCEENiNG TORTURE AT EL HARRACH 

-.-BY. Albert JlouX 

_ JT~e following re_view of a bookl_et published by Edttions 
de Minuit ~(Paris) has'be·eI;t transl~~ed· by World Outlook from the 
May issue of La Quatrieme~·Internationale,· the organ o·f the French·; 
seG_:ti_e,n Q;f ~4e Fourth _International. Albert Roux, a Trotskyist 
lead~-~ :_wh<;> ; ~ec.ame . we~_ii:,.,~_OWJ:l . as a Fre#~_:q __ ~suppo;r.ter .and _partisan ; of .. 
the AJ;g~rian Revolut19n,_1_n its most dif--f·icult·_days;· was one of _the:· 
first· ·victims of the Borunedienne regime~, He underwent severe 
torture at the hands of Boumedienne's police and his case was 
widely ;i:-eported in the French press.when his release was finally 
secured'·.· J -~ · 

* * * 
Even after eight months I still felt a rude·· shock ·when I 

read this brochure, The Torture Victims of El Harrach, ~- which 
describes tortures that I _myself end:ured. 

I felt, i~ looking back t. that -:.the same military ·security · ., ~-
agents who· were distr_essed by_·_the t·e>rtures which Le Goff, Maziere, 
Gg,~sdoue, Meyers -and myself suffered ·-a~ the hands of the Algiers· · 
pcH:J.t.ical police. -- we w:ere in th'e firs~· group ~- probab~y took 
part in ;the to_rtµre_ of those who were ·arrested after us .. 

The "smali lieutenant wearing tinted glasses and a delicate 
mou._staclJ:eu whom Bouzid Benallegue describes· (page 40) reminds me 
very muq11· or one of ;_those military security agents who· seemed · .· · 
anxious not to be cOnfused with ··t-he · tqrturers · of the PRG [Police . 
des Rerisel:gnements ·~-Generaux·, t!ie;1 :p:oli tical police] . 

. . _ The_re is~ one person who l.qoks rather foolish after the 
public~~ion of The 'Torture Victims of El Harrach., 'l;'hat person is 
Reda f1.alek, the A~gerian aJI!.bassador to France, ··whd-~_dared in a press 
conference ·on __ Sept~mber 27, ·1965; to deny that.-:r:had tindergolie the 
torture which I described. - - - --- · · -'~- · 

.. I3otP¥c:-ia, · the -~ co-:-author of . Gangrene and th~· pr~sent Minister . 
of Information, was quite careful ·not to contest~:my- account of. 
these events when Jean-Jacques de Felice showed it to him a few 
days later. 

The systematic use of torture is only too evident. The 
victim, the place, the torturers may change. The procedures are 
the same. Let no one think that I am forgetting the "French Author
ities" in this matter. It took three weeks -- and no little commo-
tion in-the Paris papers before my companions in misfortune 

*Les Torti.ires'.-de El Harrach, _Les Editions de Minuit, prefaqe by 
Henri Alleg, introduction by Robert Merleo 
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and I could get ·fo 'see:··a·- represe·ntative of -the·,·French Consulate 
General in .Algiers. It took more, <.t;han six months before a French 
diplomatic representative managed to visit Doctor Marot and his 
fellow prisoners. 

·:·~>'-:i:ni;s .does not'_.niean, .. however~~· that· ... the men of June 19.and 
the~r: ,to-~die;s cap.- :;proc'eed w}. th~~t' ;·~.e.st~ai~t .. 

\. 

_;_ . :l--:s~:Y~;·a.i ·students a.r~'est.ed at: th~ time ~-t;:._the demonstrations 
agaip.$t,.t;he, regime \..1hich wer:e linked to the prot~~"t .. against the 
kidnapping of rlehd~, Ben ,Barka have just been rei¢·a;s._ed on a pro-
visional ba~is.. . . .. . ; .. 

The: ':bommi tt.ee for the Defense bf Ben Bella and the -bt}:J.~r , 
victims of repression in Algeria has already scored a solid 
success and there can be no doubt that this success will increase, 
in the near future, especially after the extremely heroic hunger 
strik~ _just-.-c(irried on 1>.Y the v,ictims: themselves. 

The preseht 'si:tua;tion in Alge-fia i~ favorable.~,- .. The ·n.ew 
uauthorities" may reject the "Marxist" concept of the ... "class 
strugg~e, '' but the clas.s .. str:uggle continues . to. ex~st nonetheless .. 
irpe·, repeate4_ sei-zur~s ·or· the trade-union_prg.~ri, Revolution et. 
Travail __ .on the negative s.ide and, :On the- postive sl:de, the~ fact ·. 
that. the goyer:r:unent has. had ··:t;O. r.ettirn about twenty e.state,s has.ti!y 
to the "self_-managemep,t. sector.:,"- which it had previously restored 
to the owners, testifies to· the strength of the popular reflexes. 

-I recall that ,I, told one of .my torture:rs .that torture. 
would solve· , .. very littl~;- iri th~ last analysis ·and ·that one day they 
would have to attack the; r.e·a:1· problems·, begUming, with agrarian 
reform, the development ·:of self ~map.agement'., .~d th·e establishment 
of workers control. · --

. l . . . . ... 

It ,Se;ems tha1i ,the, time is fast approach:ingo This does not 
mean, howev:e_J;', that th_e · blireaucrats will· ·be sw.~_pt away tomorrow.·.-: 
.-['he O'.ij.tcome. still de_pends ,o;n many factors. It .. is necessary, irl; · 
particular, that the opposition unite around a program which, .ca:n. 
give real expression to the profound interests of the Algerian 

· ma.sse-s ·who have been used too often as tools for maneuvers from 
the :top, w}!en the leadership, instead, should have loyally .pu_t 
i ts.e,lf at ,:"t!heir se~vl.ce. · · , ·. · 

lBO, 000: RU;HR MINERS SCHEDULE ... :STRIKE . 
:· f ~. ~ - . . ::.:: 

Some 180,000 miners in the Ruhr have scheduled a strike for 
June 230 The demands include a pay increase of 8.5 percent and the 
inclusion of eleven Saturdays during the year to be considered as 
holidays --w~ th full _pay. Tho"U::Sands of foreign workers -in the mines 
were· repor.ted to have ·glven f.;ull backing· _tier _"_their German brother,~~· 
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WIDOW-- OF:: TROTSKYIST LEADER -ARRESTED. IN-ALGIERS-

~ -... ·:.: J · ... : ·. 

_The J~ne 4 issue -o·r-.: -the, Paris daily- Le Mori.de reportecr· that 
it had_i:learned ·rrom· private ·sour9es tha:t- three ·Frehcli women.:had .: · 
been arrested --some' weeks be°fore-4>y the 'Boumedienne -regime-l----Itc-~ -
listed them as. Mme'- Suzanne_:_ Zaki.he, a dressmake:t-H1n Algiers~ wh-0- is 
the wido~F_: 9f -Dr~ Raphael Zakine:, her ass·istant;_; and ~- -cus·tomer, -.- · 
Claude Bobillier': a.- student at the school -o·f journalism. ·. : :·· ~ 

Le Monde reported that friends of the victims were aston
ished that the Algerian authorities had kept the arrests and the 
reasons for them secret. 

-··· 

On the following day, Le Monde ran a more extensive report, 
the text of which is as follows: 

'. . . . -; ~. . . " 

'''According to an AFP [Agence -:·France--:-.!Tes-seJ dispatch from · 
Algiers·; it is : ·still not knawn: wherer the· th:t-ee<~~ Europe'~s-. are-~ being- , 
held who were:- arrested May 9, ·as indicated -1n: the: June' 4 ·issue· of,~_· .. ,_. 
Le M-ond·e ~ Those involved,· according to· the di·spatch, are Mlle·-· 
Claudia Bobillier, who holds a scholarship grante:d .. by the Algerian 
government and who is registered with the Swiss consulate although 
she ·~s reported.-;· :to~'- also- ~:p.old Fr-ench"_citizenship.;·<Mlle Lolirdain, 
a sncial worke~_-· in· the· Kabylifi (finally,_: ':t1m.e Suzanne Zakine, drass-· 
maker, -the_:i~iff-0-w of a Fr:e·nch·doctor who was_ a·:member of.the:· .:' 

. Fourth Inter:hationaT· and a personal· .friend·: of-- Trotsky. (It- was , 
at this doctor's clinic that the wife of the Russian revolutionist 
died three years agoo He- himse·lf died in Algiers last.::_November.) 

·1 --; · 

"The French and Swiss embassies in Algiers asked for an 
explanation ·from the Algerian goverriment· last Friday .concerni_ng 
what had happened to these -persons,- who, almost· a.'month af-ter~ .. 
their arrest_, have not yet been charged. Contrary to certain rumors, 
it appears e·:X:clud·ed that these.:_· arrests had any relation whatsoever 
with the escape of M·. A:1t Ahme-d.- --· ; - :_.-_;: _:· . 

"In addition i"t has been learned that the six Algerians 
held as political prisoners who went on a hunger strike two months 
ago have left the hospital at Annaba (formerly Bone). This 
includes ~TI1. Mourad Lahmoudi (transferred to the prison at Bou
Saada), Jacques Salort ( tr~s{.e~rred to Aflou); Hocine Zahouane, 
Bachir Hadj Ali and Mohamed Harbi (transferred to Mondovi) and 
William Sportisse (whose present place of detention is not known)o 
These prisoners ended their' hunger strike<on April 7 . ., 

-
"As for the sixty~one held ~at the -·central prison in :E:l 

Harrach (formerly Maison-Carree), who went- on a _solidarity:_hunge-r 
strike, a dozen seem to have been released, while the others 
have been separa~ed and placed in various. prisons.-" . 

* * * . : \. -~ . ~ , . 

. ; ·~ 

[Dr o Raphaer; ~aldne, .an ·Alg~rian _by bit.th, .. w~f3. ~ well-:-1¢~'4n _ ~:.i 
French Trotskyist leader who ·supported the Algerian Revolution< : - · .:-... _ 
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from the beginniiig··~-.·-lie played ~an act-1ve~~ro1e. -~n-_:get:tine; __ a.ig for it. 

~: fAfter.-the. yict9ry in 1962, he r~turned to Algiers. Due to 
a heart _c;opdit~on, .. his:·activities wef·e·-limited., but he had . 
innumerabley contacts in the Algerian-- labor movement as well as in 
the nat.ional:Lst .. moyement. Up to the t'iille ···or~ his death, he 'main.:.. .... 
tained th-es~)· He ·w~s ... $uch. _a: prpµi~nent p(}li·tical figure. that the.· 
Boumedienne regime; did not· dare touch him. It appears that the · .-. . · · 
Colonel is now taking his revenge ·on the dead revolutionist's 
widow. l. :·:· --: 

~· .-~·· .. 

. .--, ..... · .. 

J~P~NESE OP SHIFTING AWAY FROM PEKING? 

Political : 2bseryers in .. Ja12an are of the opinion that the 
Japanese Communist. party may be_fryi:d.g to modify its strong.pro
Peking:-·line .• · Akahata, the official· organ of the JCP, _has cut down 
on the. number of . articl.es transi!ited · from the People 's. Daily and . _ ; 
other· Peking papers. There has been. a·· ht~lticeable shift to, dispatches 
from·-·,pro·;_;f1oscow so-µrce s. · 

, .. _·-.. ·-r:.-·.i_,._:· 

- - A May· .-11 editoria'i in Akahata :prac_ed- the. emphasis. on .. ·"st~ug-. 
gles on two fronts";- i.e. , again$t· both do·c·trinairism and revisiefJ;l 
evident allusions to Peking and Moscow~ The editorial followeP:: i{: 
two-day nie-eting of :the Ce.ntral Comniittee at the: end of April:-~:i :·-f . 

. ·:..' 

In addition, a delegation was Ostentatiously sent to Ru,m(lli~ 
which has been; trying to build an.image of "independence." 

It '-is .. said ··that the. fate of the ,Indonesian Communist party 
is·~ one of· the factors influencing,. t}le shift away from .Peking. 

"'. - ; . • ":. (•t ~; • 

The JCP may be moving to the·. right, '. however. , Instead of draw
ing the correct conclusion that the debacle suffered· by- -the Indo
nesian Communist party. was caused by lack of militancy, the Japanese 
CF 1e-~td·ers may have decided· that it was· too militant! 

~- ·:STUDEN;T .¢mEST CONTINUES AT WASEDA 
":;"·:: 

; ! 

Student unrest at Japan's big Waseda University.,is-'still.:qqn~ 
tinuing. Thousands. showed up at sessions at the end of May to hear·' L 

Dr. Kenichi:: Abe,_.-_ the 75-year,-old acting president, answer questions 
on the dispute over the jump j_n tuition. :::::· '.-: ._ 

Dr. Abe put up a stro:rig ·effort. He ~hswered que~tions for· 
fifteen hours straight in one session and for an additional nine 
hours,._;i.J1 :tw:o more sepsi_ons. Finally he caved in and was taken home 
in ari ,.amb:ula.nc.e .· He_ iiride1:-web.t: a medical chec;lmp May 30 and was 
apparently 'recovering from: the· self-impos,ed' · ord.eal. · · · 

r· '• -·, ;" ;· 
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.A~G:E;RIAN·cTRADE-UN"ION ·LEADERS TAKE STOCK 

;· L~. :3 ~; ~:; ;J · : .. __ . ~ ·: -~- . :~ ·_·- . _ _ . ... ~ ·~:~ f:>\.r -~- . : .. ;.. _. ; ~ .. , _ . . . . , . ~ 

:~::8.'Fhecdoeume·nt·~belovf,:,. which:<tla,S·_ be~_!l.;..tran~latea by World. 
Outlook~Jj~s--Qf;;·exceptional. inte~est_, we-.be;Lie.v~-:, aµ: evidence of . 
the social tensions which exist in Algeria~' Thl.s :ls- not .a public 
appeal to the masses by an opposition group but a very'sober report 
whi9hc:~1as-:presented by .;the Natiqnal· Secretariat· o! the Un~pn. 
GeneJ?ale·:~des-:-~~ravaille~s Alge~iens [UGTk .-- the .A.lgerian.'p.ational 
trade".'-ml.ion federation]. to. the Ne.(tional Executive ·.c'.ommittee of the 
union at a meeting May 21-22. That· is·, it is a repol;-t by the.:.~,:~-=., 
day-to-day leaders of the union to the body that elected them--'to·_. · 
this function_, ·-the(leaderel_lip, which was elected at the second:·· 
congress about fifteen months ago. :. _ _, 

[The-~ _rdocument .. is ·qu_i;t~ frank. Its authors speak for 
socialism, which~_,,they.-::a.ptly, def in~: "For us social-ism in political 
terms means _workers powe:r.;c-.in eeonE>mic terms, col:).~_qtive ownership 
of the means of production; that is, the end of exploitation. It 
also·· means a new kind of ·relatio_p9};1.~P: betwe~n men, a new order of 
priorities, a: ne,w kind of life and~culture;-,~.:if it·. is not all that, 
it loses its meaning." · · -

· [From this point of· view_,_, .. the docum.ent provides a striking 
picture of the difficulties which its authors are encountering 
in leading their uni.on· towards . socialism .. In the critic isms which 
the document contains, the authors ot: ... the;' document frankly accept 
responsibilities that fall on their shoulders, but they point out -- -
the obstacle_s they a:re running, up; :..against, and above _all, they 
indicate who is responsible for: these obstacles •.. From their , .... _. 
position at the top,.:.-they indicate to their const·ituerits that the~·;_._ .. '\, 
resistance to moving· toward socialism is at the highest level. · · · u + 

[We believe that making suc:P, a document public will __ help 
those forces in Algeria whi.ch .are ;trying, in the words of ".the 
authors, "to make a real contribution to the building of a: new 
society. "] 

* * * 

. •! 

.. I 

This is :the- time to take stock of tne activit'fes carried 
on by the UGTA since the second congress. :We have no· .. ~±ntention of 
making a show of optimism or of i~suing contrived victory bulletins .. 
We will simply tell the truth. , 

Our trade-union movement is at the crossroads, and this 
situation cannot continue long without giving rise tq_great dangers. 
It was our duty to apprise the responsible politicai··:'leaders of 
our coun:try of this fact, ~s well as to ·demand that our~7 Executive 
Committee assume its responsibilities. Today, the N~~_lonal . · · ;, 
Secretariat of the UGTA cannot conceal certain facts; nor. hide , ' 
its apprehensions, its misgivings. · 

The National Secretariat has led the UGTA. for· almost four
teen months. A review of the activities _;of the ·trade-union 
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organization reveals-bbth a.positive and· a negat:lve-side. 

, ;rt WOll;ld be a m~~take, ll:owever., to criticize the pre~ent 
leade.rship. without· goi.ng back ftirther ln. the development of· the 
situa:t~on_ and making: p·ome po:j_nts about the Algerian· trade-union · 
mpyement. ·1n· general.·· · · · · · 

. .i : . . · 

. ' 

':".'. : ~lthoug;h the ~qTA' was· .created during the~ War of Liberation,, 
Al·ge~ian work~.~$· had had_· -~rade-union experience·,: had· waged .. trade- -
union struggl~es'. ~ad· ac'quired:· c·On.cept.s about thei: strugg'ie >agad.nst . 
exploi tati.on before ~9Veinber 1, _1954. · · · 

On February. ·24, i956;, the UGT.{l· s·e-t itself. the following· 
tasks: 

"-(1Y T.o give the working-class struggle in our country an 
or·~ent~t~ion iD: conformity with the deepest aspirations- of the· · ..... i ·.· ·· 

workers; _i.e .. '.,;._.a politicaJ, economic· and: soc.Hf! revolution; 
•. · .. ! .· 

",(2) ~o devel.op a" class consciousness ·in the workers which :- ··. 
would enable them to struggle equally against alt exploiters' ....... . 
without distinction; · 

"-(3): ,.To create a _truly· deinocr~t;ic trade-u~ion movement. " 
. . . . . .. -

Thus·~:1.it delibe·rately .dpted for: the noncap_italist path 
and chal~e~e-d .fore_ign domination. · · · : .. · · .-. 

The suice~:s that the UGTA achieved·,_ ·the massive inflmr of 
workers into. o:ur: .. ~~-',= ·prcrv.ed. that the goats;proposed were the 
correct goals ·a.no. -·t~f~Y' ,corresponded exactly ·t·o th~- aspirations of 
the workers~ This fiiCt was also verified at· the time of the ce·ase- · 
fire when we aga~~·LP.:J?~:,.al.e~ _t_o _the wor~e:r.~. The. _prot~ction of 
property and the .mob1Iiza.t10~ .. of _the mass·es of. the people were 
realize.a, witll the :Q.el:p O-.f;_:tl:lE(:·16cal -C:>rganiz·ations of the FLN 
[Front de Liberation Nat'fonale] and the·· ALN [Armee de Liberation 
Nationale]. 

Once the victory over colonialism was achieved, the workers 
assure4. the conti~uity of production fill:d ~he functioning of nu
merous: publiq bodies _in the name 'of q~*lective property. 

- . l. . • : • • .• • ~ • • • : . ! . . 

_.:'The ·rhii~re of the first ·co~gress of the ;-A~geriafr~~rade'.:_: .. .,· 
unions was the first consequence of conflicts within the -party;=· 
[FLNJ _w}fich were to publiclr.erupt a few wee.ks later. 

But none the less, in ·ne¢einber 1962, the ·politic al and .. ~ trade~·: 
union leadersh,.ips, . anxious for·: a solution to ··the dispute tliat · 
divided the l!~TA ·. anO. the . party, cc;tme . to an agreem~nt on a statement 
which, in th~·" main,. r.~~ognized the organizational autonomy of the-... · 
trade-union organizations. ·: .. · . . ' .· . . 

.. 

-· . It .i9 1 true th~t this ,statement w:a~. neve_r resp~cted, however, 
and the wor~ers pa,id' t:b-e pri.ce: for. that a mpnth later· at the 

. . . ~ . ·. . . . . . 
". 

I 
I 
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time· &t the first co~g,.~ess of the UGTA. 
:\,. 

A number of activists Withdrew from'all trade-union or 
political·(activity a·fter January ·1963 ... c 

\ .. ~ ~ 

_ The· hcisti.:ty>constituted leadership which came out or· the -'.- -
.first congress. could not complet"ely· fulfill i tsi ·role. Moreover,. - . 
its dependence on political figµres who differed with each other 
did not at all contribute to its: homogeneity.'-··· ·-

The March decrees and the profound effect they had on>the< 
masse's of the. lJOrking people Prope1led the ·1eader·ship of the UGTA 
forward. --- ·--

Despite the contradictions and the disputes which continued.~> ·· 
to reign within the leading bodies of the UGTA and between the 
UGT!l and the. political le1:idership, the workers· ·:in the cities and 
in ijhe countryside continued to pl-ay· a.· decisive' -~le in the ec.Q~::_:<' _.·. 
nomic, political and soci·al evoluti:on "Of our cotihtry in the two .i: . -- ;c._ 

years between the first'.:'and second: .. congre·sses of the UGTA. Enor:~t;::; -• ~ ·· ., 
mous demonstrations marked the massive suppor:t · o·r the worke-rs· f-O!r. 
the socialist options in our country. 

In spite of the pressure that· the> g·overnment was able to 
bring to bear ·on the second congresB' of' the UGTA ih·March . .l.965, 
the results obtained there corist:ittited an important vict,ory- for 
the workers. 

. ....... 

The pre;P~tory se'ssions of.:'.t-his- congress, furthermore, 
were held in the last few weeks under· the chairmanship of the 
secretary general of the party. The meetings were held at the 
Palace ot th~ People . 

.. '. .. _i . • . .. • 

A::·t];'_act boldly signe.d, ·"the ~xecutive Committee, 11 was 
distributed ·-after May 1, T966, challenging the second congress 
which it described as "pre.fabricated." We had some experience in 
1962 with this kind of claim which then took the form of defiant 
telegriinl$: sent to the National Sec~retariat by imaginary locals. It 
is ah~~y~r "ciangerous in. Algeria, as elsewhere, to cast doubts on 
the r¢g~larity of an election, o:r· ·on the degree of representative
ness bf' 'a man or group of men. Once this type of thing has started, 
it may go very far. 

We . don't think that there is a genuine militant viho would 
fail to applaud a congresf? run in a comple·tely democratic .way. The 
problem is whether or not we want· democracy to be observed. 

While the natiorial goals were clear during the War of r. 

Liberation, and the participation of the unions in the fight for· -
liberation raised no problems with regard to prerogatives (role 
and place), ·the situation· has been different since i~dependenc.e. 

The UGTA is one_of the mass organizations of the party. It 
is led-by revolutionaries and composed of producers; i.e., those 



most interested and involved in t-he success .. of so.cialism .. It cannot 
be suspected of deviationism in.any way. The program of the UGTA · 
is still inscribed in the Charter:-Of .(Ugiers and. the Trade Union 
Charter. Nonetheless, the political f1gures who have held power.; .... 
have lacked confidence in it. It has not taken its proper plac-e '- _! 

either in the party, in: the administration of the economy, _or, 
and this :ts. J;nore serious, in the se.lf-managed enterprise._$. themselves 0 

•••.. · .. - - - .1 .• · . ..... . -'··· . 

Tod~y, paradoxically, our or-g~nization finds its~lr·;c-rit- · .. -. ~-
icized by the workers for its lack of militancy in the pursuit of-'!·· 
the demands whictt they consider legitimate; the leaders of the 
country .accuse it, however, of agitat1on, and ev~n of opposl.tionisJ; 
activity. This situation which places the trade unions between th.e ... -: 
hammer and the anvil cannot long continue without grave conse- · 
que.nces for the workers and the 9ountry. 

:.,-_ For us, soci(llism in political. terms means wor~~rs power, . 
in economic term~:r-,~,--pollective ownership of the means of_,. production; 
that -:is, the end·. _-q;f.-.-:e;XPloj.tation. It<also means a new k,ind of 
relat_iQnship :.betw~en_ ·men, a new order: 9f priorities, a iiew kind 
of li.fe· and cultll.J'e~;- if it is not al.l .these things, it loses its 
meaning . 

. ·, ., But, what is: _t·h~. present si tuat;i;.on? What power i~ exercised 
by the: ,.prod-ucers? :None_.~: n~t even in the·. seJ..f~m.anaged sector where. . 
resolut;io_nR. ,exist which ~:?:cq_ord a prepoP:derant· place. to the produce~s. 

Surely, everyone knows that these resolutions have never 
been applied an<l :that· tpe.-. ~eso)-µ:tions. tAe_msy_l'{eR- could .stand some 
improvement. But~:-n.o~p~ng. hasr-be~ep., done.;·.-in tijj;;s -~-~gard. The UGTA 
itself has doner ·li tt.:Le·. · · ~, -.-~·-·. ··:i ,·-····· , .··; .. ;' ,J: .. -'. ·:· : . . · 

; ..•. --.. ,,· 

The Communal Pep Councils [Conseils Communaux (li:Animationl 
have not been cre·ated:. The Eco:g.9mic Counc-~l ,; which would permit 
the UGTA to deal with ·economiq_, pricing polic-ies and present its 
o~m point of: view has no-t seen the light of. ,day. . .. 

. ·. i . 

With regard to wages and salaries, t~; principle of equal· 
pay for equal work is yet t-0. be . applied. Anar.chy exists, such as . 
jumping -:from· one thing to another, that prevents the ec:onomy f~om " 
functioning rationally and smoothly. The disparity in wages often 
reaches a ratio of fifteen to one. 

· The privileged minorit~ who live in the capital or in the 
large cities ;and enjoy_ra stan ard of liv.ing ;marked+y above the. , -. 
average of the country oppose the introducti,oin .of .,socialism iP..: ·<_:-.~· 
Algeria. Well situated, either in the wheels-·or· adilinistration;· ·· 
of trade or the party, they block eve-:r;y .attempt :-t(). advance along 
the socialist road. : f. · .), • · · . . _,. _ , 

The majority of Algerians in .the to~~~~;~~4·_i·:Li· the cou.ntri7..:~~;~. 
side lack even the basic necessities. 

Of,. course, the Algerian standar<t 9f li vi-~g is ;·-~eterl:Iline)<i, by 
the country's economic development. 
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.0..f sciolilJrS:e'; we must :·&peed ·production. '·. 

Of ,~-c-O.U.Tse-,:~·-we must ··practice.causterityr. but;- .:Up to .. now,. the 
burden of thia--austerity has f.alle11.::on the ,-.least ·well.;..off. ·. · 

Can anyone believe that an agricultural worker can work 
with enthusi:asm when his . '.'wages" are .no.t<paid ·f'o.r· months .while 
the functionary who represents the state drives an automobile. 
and carries a full wallet? 

I .-.. .· • -

.J._ ' , :.:. :-~- ... _: ·: .• . : ;_ ... L \ 

0ur: ·rre.quent ·travels ·across the country,:· and the numerous ·· 
contacts we have had, not only with worker.s; :oot with o.rdinary~·i·\·::.: 
citizens, have enabled us to realize how difficult the economic 
situation is. Unless courageous decisions are made, _::au.r-.- future and 
that of the generations to come will be seriously compromised. 
The rising cost--of livi~, tha·:.:ta'ste~·.t.or,JlUxury,. ·tfuELthirst for 
gain, corruption;; the··widen11ig:-.:"eap:;.between the· ·two ·Algerias, are ~:-r;·:j 
slowly isolati-n~r and :.Q;ubmerging the ,\tio~k and goodwill of revo1uwJ:·:-_: ·· 
ti6naries at acr:l= levei:s who. stiIIL be1i'ie've in something clean~:~:·~···---~ -
just, ~etter. 2s~~~- -

' ~~ • .. 

The social situation which i:·s; characterized :by growing ·.· _ ~>.<L:: 
unemploymen~, unrestrained demagogy, increasing emigration to 
France, mostly of unskilled· labor, bu-t _,also of cadres, the tragic 
iso:t:ation of the .youth, cut.off, irid1:ar~e part, from partic:ipati·on 
in activities, the loss in ·unterest .and.<pO;litical . apathy~f:Of ·.the .· · . 
masses, are the constant pre.occupation of ,·the -:leader:.Jf)Qf~:.the .JJGTA-o;_; :· 

. .. . · .t L:ru·:·, ·_, · 
We s-ee that the off"icial slo.gans, ·:sp_eeches ®d declar~tions 

have little or no impact on the average Algerian. There iS-P:ti§.-C
tically no vehicle for carrying out the ideas which emanate from 
-e11e:-7Ieadership. ·.And the" leadership ·is generally unaware ··of what 
the rcink and filel·ar-e thinking. . ' ... 

... : . •' ~. 

The· dreary :national press is read;~by· .only a small numbe:f · 
of Algerimts o .. :·.··.-r ~ .. ::<~ .-· ; : - -

The trade-union movement has great weaknesses, in addition 
to those which we have mentioned previously. We point out these 
weaknesses for the-sake of ·objectivity: 

: i . -

The small number of cadres. 

The rarity of the ·spirit of· sacrifice. 
i . . ... ) -: ~--: :-:.:·:: -~:. C.: : .. 

1-.LU . ..:0u:r·,·1eaders·\,. ··1ack· of perse~rance ... ,, 

-- The weakness of our organization in certain branches of 

··-··. _,._ -
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the economy due to the abse·nce.- of working-class consciousness. 

: ___ ,_,= .-.:.o_-_;:The:· s-elf-interes:ted .ac-tions of some leaders, .devoured 
by ambition.,.L,who: use their.:t>rgani·zations· for nontrade-union :.:~:;Iyr.;j. 
purposes. 

. .. 

·. ;..~: The~·:misappr.-.opriation· of dues by leader·s· of local .OIL: ,~;_;: 
regional: unions.~,:- · -.::\_.::: ·.·. ·. 

- ... ~ . . 

-- The frequent lack of democracy in rene\ving the personnel 
in the. trad-e-union::of .. f.ices_, and in the .secretariats of local or 
regiona·l. :union organizations-~.- -

, .;.._ Insufficient communicat.ion. 
. . 

We are all responsible for these weakne$.Ses, including both 
the Nati_onal Secretariat and the Executive. Committee. However, 
without,exaggerating the possibilities and without making any 
excessive claim·s, we say that. the Algerian trade-union movem~pt .has 
the means to overcome these weaknesses, if it were not that the __ _ 
framework and the conditions in which it has been evolving for 
some years limit its ·freedom of movement. 

: -~~. ~~: .··f ·_ 

.. '- · Because we :have ·beenl.~placed at· the head'. :of the UGTA, because:: 
we are· conscious of the responsibility that rests on our shoulders·,: 
bec_ause we must. give an accounting for· our mandate, because w·e 
know the desires and ·legitimate aspirations of the workers,·. we 
cannot be accomplices in a situation which will soon be reflected 
in the actual weakening of the m_ost important organization in 
the ·country. · -· . ·: 

. aur~ trade unionism is neither an instrument of administration 
nor an instrument for the expression of the economic demands of 
the workers. Our country is not yet socialist and it cannot be 
capitalist. If·the banners of.- the UGTA always figured in the 
demonstrations in the first years that followed independence, they 
were carried more as _an alibi than anything else. 

There· have even been attempts, ;today, to challenge the very 
existenc:e :o:f.t:tie union. The incidents -at Skikda, Seti-f, Bord-· 
Bou~Arreridj_';-~ Oran, Mascara,·:!Algiers and elsewhere testify to .. ~t;bis . 

• : j_ ,· __ ;: - -. :. 
'··· 

The complex of politic-al, economic and social realities < . , 
have thus not ceased to weigh on the life and activities of the 
UGTA .. ,._:: '.:::· 

• '. ·-. : : t ~ -

- -
The union is the conquest :of the, workers·. It is also the~:: ",· 

product of experience in the realm of working-class organization. 

UGTA-Party Relations 

The situation has evolved since the agreement of De~ember 
1962. This evolution has always been defined bythe-.party-UGTA 

; ~· ": 
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relat~o11ship ~ · Evefy: fOrtn.1.1.la has been· trfed: 
~ ,..-:~~c~. ~·· .- :·· --.. -.- - .. 

The UGTA -- th.e National Organization is with the party~ · 

The-·uGTA· -- the Nati6na1 otg?J.ll_~~.~~()fl:. is heh'ina.-:·-ther:.party .. 
··.. · .. -.. - { -. .· _.. . . :-.-~- . .L .:) ·.:. . ·"'"; :.-) .... -··. ,..... -:-. . t ~ ~ : __ -~ : .- :· .. 

·The UG.T'li"'~-··t}le 'Nat~on~l Orgarl.!~~fl:"oit·is of•the··part~_. .. -.: .. ' 
·· · c ::1 L '( .. ·.~ 

The YGTA ~- .J~e. N~tional O~gan_~~~~~ion is.~~ .. the part:y . 

. ·· ~:LNdw ·we are in·· the:: party wh'idF o·rganically< incl-µ.des · the·: 
"nation~1:::~rganiza~~ons·~:;'>:~1> . · · ·· ·~· ., .. '.:.' -_··.·. _. -··-· '. . .. · -:~ · · · . · :j: -~ "'. 

·,· _; 

We must state in· our· defense that the. only relations vie <have 
had with the Executive Secretariat since its installation have 
been •:iri ···eorrnection. with reprimands; restrictions, prohibit-ions .. w~_. 
have never ~een i~vited tc("pa~ticipate in a ·meeting devoted ~o the',· 
fight against unemployment';> for instance' . or to the education·: d:t·'.·-.;.~ 
activists, to the methods of applying self ~JD.anagement j in agri- ·· 1 '>. 
cultur~, i:q.~ustry, co~erce, ~tc .... 

. -~ : .. I(~: 

We have participated·· in commis$l.oris· · c:tiarge(f:~with ,ex~mining·. ·'. 
projects g~nerally · a~=r.¢·M~y approved bf".'the.:governm~Bt. · '0-: . · ·, ·· · ·-:',·_ · .··-:i .· 

:J."_;_ • J 

We have never received any directives, any orientation-!~~·>~< -
from tlw. ~xecut~ ve )3ecretariat except ~he . following: 

. . . ...., •: ~. . . ·. . . . . ~ . ' . . . . 

. "No tdu!-.~ through_-~ Aigeria wi tl;l.out first . advising· the ... 
Executive Secretariat..~,.·. , .. :: · ' · · ·. · '··· : 

"No: congres~~s·;without prior ~g;'~ement ... 
·: :) -·. 

''No · st~ikes without the ag±-eement: or·· the party.··.··. 

"No,publicationofcommuniques, or declarations without 
prior review by the. ~~ecuti ve ·.Secretariat. . . . . 

• • ~ : • • ;_ "• -~ ! • ·: : ' ~.} I \ • • i • ~- • 

... : ,;J;TQ ;issue of Re~olution et ·"''!'~avail ·without party approiral •. ·=;:" 
; .. : . . . . . . . . . . . . ; : . . . . ~ . . : . . :. ~-1 i . . . . . 

. ' ··A+.though ·our attituQ.e was one· o:( collaboration," support,.;·,~1e 
encounte!'ed. only:)fostilit.y;· ·aifficul ties, traps' maneuilers, clos~ · 
survefllance, etc. ·.1 

•• • .. -. · ! (r=j::~ · · · ·. . ·: · · 
'.• r·:. 

. The government has chosen socialis~ as its system of develop-
ment and· tn9p~:i;-ation.:and .:the· single'p~tY ~s the means by, which to. 
put soct~li?m into practice. However·, the , choic.e of the principle· ! 

of the· ·sing+e party· is·· n6t~;enough ·to ·create .. · a gover!}lllen~ which. 
would be revolutionary .. in··· essence; immune to all kinds of· de- .. 
forma~io~~ and deviations . 

. :_!; 

The choice of the single party' must::be ·made with a clarity'" 
and pr~~~sion whi~~ would eliminate all ambiguity with regard to 
its go?-ls, its: social coippositiqn and the principles·by which it 
functionso ·· · : .,, ·:·:· · · ···· · 
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The party must be conceived as the expression of the 
aspirations of the masses; it must never be in opposition to the 
masses. 

The vanguard party is yet to be built, and, if.anyone 
doubts it, he need only refer to the interview which the chairman 
of the Council of the Revolu~ion recently gave to Jeune Afrique 
[a liberal Tunisian weekly] to convince himself of it. 

The revolutionary party can be an incomparable instrument 
but it cannqt be created by authoritarian.or arbitrary methods. 
Only democratic methods will guarantee freedom of discussion.and 
criticism within the organization on the one hand and assure a 
p~rmanent dialogue with the masses on the ,ot4er. 

What. is -the party' s.'.·si.tuatiori_ four:::years after independence-? 
What is the ba)..ance sheet? What are:.the -p~rspectives? How .many --
members .does :it have? Wh~t. i~:--its ability to mobilize the ·masses? 
How many cadres has it tra~ned? · - -

Since our organization has been merely an appendage of the 
par;ty_,, it has suffered from the same contradictions wh~ch have 
disrupted the political o:r:ganization. It would be superficial to 
put the blame for the difficulties of the party on the trade-union 
organization. r .:) :~.:·; 

Under these circumstances,- liow can we continue to assume 
our responsibilities? Some say that the errors.committed by the 
National Secretariat have led to this impasse. However, our -
participation in the congresses of local unions, regions and 
federations· in the work of various. executive commissions at all 
levels, our contacts with the trade-union sections and with the 
workers of the.various public bodies prove that we only reflect 
the truth. 

- . -

We say simply: the role that the organization must carry 
out, the place that it must occupy must be recognized; the 

·9rgc:i.nizq.tion- must be given: the freedom of.movement and action 
which are essential to its progress. We cannot risk unpopularity 
among the workers and hostility from the governm~nt. __ In no case 
will we accept the role of liquidators of the Algerian trade-union 
movement., just as we are unable to accept being 1'official trade 
unionists" of the type so common in Africa. 

. . _ We a;re conscious of the importance of. the. decision that \.dll 
be .made at :the conclusion of: cnir ~labors. We .believe that the 
highest interests of the tra<le.:...lµ;lion movement,-_ of the-workers, 
are in.volve4. The:very future C?f the party depends.on it. 

We must not lead the UGTA into making any concessions which 
wo~ld deprive trade unionis:m of. any mea11Jng. 

'J'}lis conception of 'the trad.e-union--;movement'-by no mean.s 
leads us to forget that only an --authentically revolutionary p~rty,; 

,, 
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a genuine·:vanguard---party, will enabl:e:·A~~ria ~~- es~8=b.;li~h .socialism. 
Only sucht·a-~par.tY:.cW-ill. win··tli_e.-'adherenee:;·@q. suppor1:(:·Af·:the best 
revolut1oriarife·:S; iii. otix couµt:ry.. · · -

· .·_ '\'-: .:-::IBb.e·.problem; to ·:be _,s:ure, remains unsolved.-.: Tt is with great 
·ooeasiiie:sSs-".that .we have· come· to such -a conclus~-on. 

• • .:-.· I_ :: -!i_~~-. ~. , T-~~ay ,-~-.th~- ·s·i tuat.ion i·s· too graye .tor us to devote ·this·. · 
meetingJo-f:, the .Natiqnal Executiye Committe_~: .. to the stu.~. r()f .a - ·" . 
theoretical document far.·removed from ~he grim reali~y.:-··;--It :is too .. 
grave for us to initiate a discussion that would skirt-the.problems 
which we do not ·}l~e.i tate~ >to dism.1ss in . .small groups. Tt;-~~. too 
grave for us to end this· meeting by voting for a soothing·resolutiono 

... 

Tt .... iS!~tup. to y.ou •. to decide .if:_;we . a:r.-,e right and "f6~ : .. Y9-q ,-11:0. ··. , 
find .the way _·to. free: ·:tbe :_trade-un:i;o,n ~9Y~-~.q~._)~:r;om t~e iip.p~~e: :.<'. 
into .whi(!h .-i.t has· ·sl.ipped ·l'.-:t"ttle- by 1.-:~tv:I:e.:-.-~I~ :·y9u_ Y{~t to-~··:": y\r.;~; 
contribute to· the .building ·:·of a new··:sqc~e;i;y ;..r_i~- :. is --:lm_p_or-P~t~ib9: -"~·:·~-
~~dete·Tmine .·the most· ·effeo·tiv.e: methods ot: wo.~~t:.~1-a-_~ore real19-1i;~,j ::;-; 
conception. This,:'._is. what ·both tb,e work~rs ~nd :-t~e ~.party need.:'::L-i·:::.~ 

.~ . ! ... ! . 

Algiers,- May 21 ~- 1966 
The National:Secret~i~t-of the UGTA 

s·o~ "FACTS :woRTU ·;~THINKI_NG .ABOUT . 
.-,er 

: . .. [The fol~_owin.g document was issued by the National Secretar
iat ·of .. the UGTA -as a suppl~ment -to the repo_rt. published .above. The 
o:r:iginal titl~ _is "Yoici -Quelques Fai ts qui:· ~~r.j.tent 'Reflexion.'~ .:; 
T"nis document af? well. as the one above have .. ;been translateq. by ·· ; .· 
World Outlook·. Both ,do.cuments have .been schedl,lled. for publicatio:o,,: 
in the original French in the current issue of our sister ·:p~i~_+ica,-7 
tion Perspective Mondiale. J · · · · · · 

. . - . • ,- i ,. ~ . 
"·t 

. * . * * 

The UG'jA Deleg~tion in '1arsaw.for.the Sixth Congress 
of : the WFTU--'.!~ .. OGtober 1965 '-·:· ,. ;· .. 

However, the party, in disregard of the_democracy and t:O.e.; 
statutes that govern our organization, chose to compel a me·mber ·or 
our:Executive Committee to participate. This can only be explained 
by an unfounded fear on_ the part of the pq.rty leader~. th.at.our ,_:-; 
delegates· ~0'1.lq_-~p9nduct a. campaign to discredit. the. J\lne: 19 -~ ~yeht$ . 

. Our opgani~q.tiop..:h,.as; proved, by~ wag~ng a. vast .c~paigP. of e~l~~F 
tion __ within.: t~e ip_t~rnatiorial tr~d.e~union · C>r:-ganizat_ions that _'the.; .. · 
fears of the party leaders are groundless.· · · · · " : - .· · · 
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A LE~tter from the Executive Secretariat _..;.: :Departmerit
of Foreign Relations--~ .... 'Demanding the Norm~lization 'of 
Our Relations with the Reactionary American Unions. 

The directive contained in this· letter proves that there is 
a certain tendency in the· party that wants close collaboration with 
the Americans at any price. As far as we are concerned, our position 
is clear. We can have no contacts --'with the ·American unions which 
keep on ·slan~eri:q.g:~ us and suppd~ting their country's imperialist : 
policy in Vietnam -·and elsewhere :in -"the world. 

Tours of Party Inspectors :·-:within the Country. 

The leadership of the party has designated party inspectors 
to carry out tours_ for study and work in the federations. However, 
the work of the inspectors has not stopped there. At least some· 
have not he~~tated to carry on a camp~fgn of slander against the,-~ _r 

National Secretariat in the regional .. u*ions of the UGT~ iri order ... 
to isolate :the Secretariat from the. --rank' and file. Su_ch proceedings 
cannot add to ·the prestige and reputation of our party. ·- ' 

Relations between the Algerian and Soviet Trade Unions. 

'.Although the interests of the Algerian trade unions require 
good relations with f~aternal trade-union movements and, particu
larly with those that supported us in our struggle, the party, we 
note, disputes this point•:. It is taking unilateral measures without 
consul ting our trade-unfori leadership.;· ·-As· proof we will cite only 
the following: 

-- <_· .-, -_·-The Central Council o'f .Soviet :Trade Unions invited a dele.
gation ·'61":,,~:lve' 1_eq.dJng me'rilber·s' :o.:(-'the UGTA~ We agreed ;.to send the. 
delegat~:9n ·11ni_¢~ wc)uld be _:t;i.ea4e-d: by ~he secre~ary ge_neral_, ·J,,n view 
of, ."t1he ,.~rtj:p9r;:t·i!~qe _of the ·co~n~+Y and of th_e· obje_ct.~ves · i~ q:uestio_n .. 
Th~?')~X~~;tit;:i~e ,·$ecretariat of the 

1
party infor~e<l. ~$:of' its decisiqn 

to --can:c·e·1 ·this visit. 

Preparations for the Celebration of the Tenth Anniversary 
of the UGTA 

The c~leb;ation :of the tenth anniv~.r~ary of the UGTA is cer
tainly an event of national importance; but the responsibility for 
the preparatiops _for thf:s event falls pri:marily- on. _the union. How
ever, a preparatory commission was created,;by the_ party to take 
charge of this. The situation thus created' 'could .. :only detract from 
the qua]._i ty _of __ the preparations for an event as important as the 
t~nth .;anpi vers.a.ry _ of the UGTA. · 

- " . .:....· 

_ . Throughout the nation (particularly in Algiers_and.Skikda) 
the invi ta:tions made by the UGTA . for. _May Day 1966 _·were eliminated 
iri ·f~vor of those made by the par:ty ,~ :or by the Council of the 
Revolut;iori, and we ma.y note that; '.i.f May Day is the workers holiday, 
the workers p'c3.rticip.ated at no -point in the preparations for its 
celebration. 
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· -- The AGTA Incid·ent -

The: sim-ple: 'fac·t that ·the: .national secretary made~ contact with 
the Ami_-cale. ift'l:l.e· Amical:e Generale des .Travailletirs .Algeriens·--repre.
sents Algerian workers in F.ranc:e] · -duri:ng :a recent trip to Paris 
arouse·d· the suspicions. o_f ·the.:··-Execut:ive Secretaria·t and c·aus:ed· the: 
secretary general to be summoned by the Coordinator of the Executive 
Secreta~-~at_ of th_e party for a session. 

_; .. :._. : .... : 

-~- __ L ~ ·_:·suc·h-.~-h·arassments, which-.a.re ·n.Umerou:s and more: or les·s··::·we_11·; __ _ 
kn~wll. abroad-, make .. the ,Algerian: trade-union -movement look pitiful~·--

-_ ... 

The Restorations 

· ·-; During the ·Week ·o·f Self~Management ,. which crone immediately 
af·ter~i the-- third anni ve·rsary o·f· the ... March d~crees ha"d just ended and 
the Council of the Revolution had just made 1966 the year of agrar
ian reform,-- and ·thousands ·of reassure·d and confident .. ac:tivists and 

-. the· masses of the' working people were- taking part· ih -~the· :WQ:rk in .. <.-'· 
earnest, a blow was struck against the Revolution andLr..aga"ins~t:;-~el:.f-
management which remains its .principal foundation.·:·,:-· r_·i·" .. ·:.,.;_ 

I_t began with the restoration of a 2,ooo~hec.tare:·, est-ate to 
its~ fq_rm~r owner; -Mr.:Bouthiba. , The decision had scarc~ly b.e.e.nt'> 
revoked· when· a flood Oif restorations~, hit other seli'~mmia.~~-~"'-~§tates, 
notably in. the province of .Oran. -Revolutionary ac·tiv.iBtsi:j;oge·ther 
with .the. workers reacted vigorously· in accordance.) with th~- qindigna-
tion. ~bused: by these measure~:. :'_ : j _[ l 

; ___ ; ··· .. : . ~. ~: ' ~ . ..: . 

A cloud was taking form. Indeed, the enthusiasm and confi
dence of the activists and of the toiling·-masses: which .. had· previ
ously .. manifested itseTf· became .somewhat overcast, and doubt· 'and:.~. ; 
discouragement crone tcf replace the· former mood. Why?- In our opinion, 
because the higher· authorities in the ·country did not take· the 
initiative in clarifying the situation for the masses and the 

- ac-ti vists, because they did n.ot open a diarogue with them:. -

An event of such importance,. of>·such particular gravity 
passed unperceived by them, was even classed as minor, at the very 
moment when the; massesmost~needed to be given direction, encour
aged and enlisted totally and entirely in the exhilarating:.economic 
struggle. This· event, -:tt:·: ·it had.· he-en: used for the purpos:e ·a:r clari
fication, would have hardened the morale of the toiling masses and 
of the activists and, doubtless, would have mobilized them around 
th_e_ di~ectives of t~~-: _Council of t~e Revolution and of. the partyG 

The UGTA alerted the higher' authorities to this and even 
proposed a plan of work for the party. Our attempts brought us 
-a·ssurances, notably, a: guarantee :of the inalienability of the con
quest-s of the ·Revolut:ibn. Concretely, this led to nothing but a 
period -of 1traftin·g since the restorations to private· property decided 
u~_?n have be_en maintained. 

- . 
The· decision· to pr.ovide news for the workers>vl.a a 



-38-

workers paper was a correct one,. Indeed, if it is true that the 
building of socialism is the job of the workers in general and if 

':it· is: c.ertainly· t:rue that the weight of the Revolution with all 
--that.·'thi.s:: ·invalves~_in: sacrifices, self-denial and deprivation, 
rest:S:-con:_ their: ·shoulders alone;. it is not less_ true that ·they ·are 
the.:· dne:s.:·_;primarily interested in -everything tha"t;, c_o:p.cerns the 

:~Revolution •. 

I} 

The best way to begin a process· of alienation from the masses 
in .generai:· is-- t.o::;-cut oneself off from them. And -po discuss the seri
ous' .problema~ re·lat·ed to the continuity or the liqu:j.,9-ation of the . 
Revolution behind closed doors at the top only constitutes irrefut
able proof of this. 

Unden no:·;_:pretext do. we have the right to· keep the worke.rs 
at a.·~ distanc_e. and to keep them in . ignorance of -~uch serious things o 

Furthermore, .our mandate- demands that we serve the needs of 
the· .Revo.lution (through the applicatiQn of the politic.al line of :the 
-country and of the· Trade Union Charter) and the n~-eds of the rank. · 
and file who have given us·their confidence. 

,-; .Profoundly c-onvinced of the· correctness of: this judgment, 
we decided to publish an article on the restor:ations.in Revolution 
·et Travail [Revolution and Labor J .. : · ·'I'o ·no avail; since to our great 
disappointment, the Executive Secretariat decided .to block our 

···Weekly ·paper and sei-zed that issu.e.. The :party leaders responsible. 
for this gave little in the way of explanation except that they ·· 
thought that it was not useful to call attention to this problem. 

- . 
We-:had divergent points of view.- Our differences were not 

eliminated untiT April 19--20·:when the Executive Secretariat and 
,·our Executive Gommittee met -at:--:the party ,headquarters to study the 
new si tua:t?1on :.~and. adopted a· joint resol;ution unanimously. -

Since·· the ·Executive Secretariat did not distribute this ·reso
lution, it was sent to all members of the National Executive Commit
tee by~tb:e. Nat±:onal Secretariat. 

~ -· . . . .. . . . -

The.gap between theory and practic~::WaS considerable. ;It .. 
was decided :that the Executive Secretariat would "assume the.-'. 
responsibility ·for taking the ne .. c.essary IQ.eaSUI;eS against the 
authors of these restorations .. '' 

It was decided that "the task of di·s'seminating news II).~st have 
clarity as its basic principle and the mobilization of all revolu
tionary activists as its objective." 

... 
But the actual --,practice belied the written truths. -Coriqrete

ly, the results were ~nonexistent. There has-:been no punishment• of· .. 
>those responsible ·for the restorations, no· news, no clarity. , · · 

Quite the contrary, Revolution et Travail is still blocked, 
al though .the Executive Secret·a.riat·. recognized the· necessity of keep-
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ing·I·th&::~revoi.utionary' act.ivist-s:informed and of:_; clarifying. the 
situation,~ , ... :. 'c .• . . ,.c.:..L 

. _, X · -:· .. ·... L · ;· '. .. ; I. c.i -.. ~/ .. ~ _ .. ., ,...: ; ;:- _r .-.~ .. 

The UGTA organ is a precious instrument of the Revolut~<:>n and 
unquestionably contributes to the development of the consciousness 
of the masses of working people. 

The -J~.$latidriship J between·_· the Sta"te and: the UGTA 

Serious abuses have put the principles that govern our country 
in que~tion. .: . . .· ·.!. 

: ~- <.' ;·- -,~ 

Many examples give us reason to think that. these abus~s ar~~r 
intentional and are carried out with the aim of challenging the 
partie-'i:pation of the w.orkers iil. the administration. of the state. 
Who~~-l.s'·,behiild,~-these abuses?: It· is the antisocialists, the bu:re~:g..,_1: . .-. 
eratcSf' the·::~:suppor.t·er:s Of: Stati.St authoritarianism,·· trained in theLf:· 
schoo'.l o:e··th~·;·manipulation ofrj~n by monopolizing the levers: of:··i.(·>· 
comnrafid .. ''~Jhat d~es it mean: when· the police surround the offices~·.-9.t\ 
trade-union locals, seeking the least pretext to harass trade-union 
aetivists? · · :- i--. 

! 4-... -,. 

. .. 
What did the presence of police in the offices;o.f:: traQ.1'=!."~~on 

locals on the eve of the celebration of the tenth anniversary of our 
organ!z~~t:'ion o:n'" February ?4, :·1966., :-mean? .... ~ 

.. :. ! - : . ...· e .. :1 ~ r·- -. · ·: _i :·· l • • .:<I.f:·; -.: .. -. r ;. : .-.-. -.-

:~-·., l!Jhat was·: the: meaning of ·the.c.• presence of police··in· thei.;Qifi:4~s 
of the UGTA locals throughout: the~::nati.on following thef c.e-1~~-ti<;>n. 
of May Day? What do these interrogations of trade-union militants 
mean, and the shameful inquisitions :t:hat' they:;ilave suff.ered? 

. .. 
' - -~ :.'· ;}."; .· 

We think;· frankly;,· that these~:·activiti'aS_;:have t·h-e single 
purpose of creating fear and demoralization in our organization . 

. t •• 

..,~ ::j (r \ . 

Police provocations are no ·answer,· in .a.n:y:' .case, t.o_-;-cpolitical 
and other problems.. To -the .contrary·, they .. cam~orily· .accentu~te.··: these 
problems. · · :.:~ ··· ·· .. , · 

The state is: the guardian of the material <r~~aources of our 
country. These res·ources must- not. iJ-.erve the interests;_ o:t any::~ne~'<' -
individual 'Or group·.· They must serve the p,eople andf lthO.~e= wnos~>i:::·: 
only interest is in serving the .p.eople. Thus we· bel:ire.v~=;~tha.:t .... -J~}le·'. : 
n.ews media, for example, must inform the people so that they know 
e~erything tha't :takes :.place in .theiir cou:ntry,.· so ;-thatxt-A.-ey~Jrnow 
.:what the leaders say and do. Th~ workers·,,; al-so, b;ave a~i~igh.t j~O .. 

the::.:use of the news me'dia. These· media must ·give, object·ive J:l~ws s~: 
that the people may fully understand the preoccupations of th.~ 
nation and its leaders. 

· · "We tind_~ctt;hatt· ... ·everything that is published concern1-ng. t}le 
d~c1~·a:tions ,i '~'interviews and communiques issued by. tbe ,ij_GTA i.s 
dis_torted,· •. ;-ofttjn. divested of its ·real meaning,; and oft.en totaily ;;: 
'fgrldred by the officials in charge of. the:<.news,,·media.'· ·: ;i~~ 
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t :'.'l'h~:.-iJDGTA--::does· not- .. issue.·:antisocialist _ an;d.- antinatio.nal.- pro
paganda. The UGTA has only one concern, that of serving the.~intf3r
ests of the masses of the working people and the people of Algeria 

.::\lin S§ner~:tY'-~- ; · ___ ,_ 
~--~ s ~:- t:. ··-~ -~-; c} .. r :) -.~ :.-~ ~~: _ . 

ANGER-TNL'JAPAN OVER. VISIT OF· NUCLEAR SUBMARINE 

-- ·.-.., ··.··· 
' - ._; .: •. ! 

The U.S. nuclear submarine Snook left Yokosuka June :_3 after 
a five-day visit that was marked by massive daily demonstrations 
from the<time;·it docked. : -, _:· · · · 

. ··-
- • •• • ... ~ •• • •• : • ? 

·:···Home Affairs Minister,.: Tadariori · Nagayama re.ported. to the_;.·····: .. ·: 
cabi:rtet-~'that· some.·.52,000-·students and unionists had mobilized· for·<~'-.° 
the .. demonstrations. These were,.of:··a.~militant character. Some· of .. the 
parti(}ipants 4 ar.m.ed · witli stones·~· .:sought to trespass into the U.S. 
military .. ·base .' Japanese·:,sec'liri~y: forces battl·ed ·to keep them back . 
....... · .. :~. - . . .. 

Sixty-five policemen were injured, six seriously. Forty-six. 
d~monstrators were injured, six of them seriously. The police 

.. :artsested·Lthir~y..,four demonstrators. 
. . - .. 

The demonstrations were :sp9nsored by- SOHYO, the General 
Co1:1Ilcil of Trade Unions, the Japan Socialist party and the Japan 

: CoiDJ!limist party ;.as well as by.many other_: groups. Kozo Sasaki, 
chaiFm~ . ~f the·· J~pan Socialist,_. party,- said . June 3 ~ 

·;· .. t _: __ c _.. _ ._. . •_..:.~ -· 
~ ;. : .. 

·~[1r-: is·. not merely :the .. question: of safety that matters. What : 
matters is the fact that this country is allowing U.S. warships to 
visit: .. i.ts port in connecti.on· .with.··.the Vietn~ ·war." 

_1.-:J:. < :.c.··,· 'YC ...... . 
By permitting the Snook and perhaps later the nuclear air~

craft carrier Enterprise to,enter a-Japanese· port, t.he government 
was in ef:fect participating· in the war in Vietnam, since both 
vessels have been actively engaged in that conflict . 

. -.· ·. "If we-. allow: the Enterprise, which is equipped with nuclear 
weapons•.;; to visit ~-a~ Japanese port, u continued Sasaki, "that means .... 
Japan>-is actually under -.t:Q.e, .. :U:.~ S. nuclear umbrella and therefore_· , . 
virtUally arm:ed. with nuc~lear. weapons. rc · ..... 

·"'i 

-
0 -·In opposition to·.· this.·policy, .the J-apan .. Socialist party_:will 

launch massive 'e·amj)a.igna. t.o enlist popular ·support for its slat-e in 
the ·next general· .elec.tion a.s well as local elections next spring, 
Sasakt: said.·.:·~·<_.- i ; ~· 

... 

Sasaki's arguments appeared to be confirmed by Foreign minis
ter Etsusaburo Shii-na whb. ·said: that· Japan ·was opening_ i.ts ports to 
the u.·s.·:":ln ·the inter.est;~oi::~the :peace 'and security· of,_ the- ;F~~ East." 
He ·cl·eared up '"what .-he meiant·· bi> this by saying that _in-.··vie(w ()f. the
Security Treat~-, Japan1·cou1d· no:t be···said<to be neutralr·in the Vietnam 
war. 


