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EDITORIAL

NO SILENT SPRING

The anti-war movement is slowly
coming to life again. During the last
two months, demonstrations have been
called in several different localities pro-
testing the recent escalations of the
war. These were a positive, if weak,
step forward for a movement which has
been virtually dormant since the Cam-
bodia uprising.

If the movement is to be successful-
ly rebuilt, it cannot merely return to
where it was last summer. Unless an at-
tempt is made to overcome the short-
comings that existed then, the move-
ment will continue to flounder.

The crucial question facing the anti-
war movement is one of political orien-
tation. For along time now, the major-
ity of people in this country have been
opposed to the war. However, that sen-
timent is rather diffuse, and is not based
on any clear understanding of the cau-
ses of the war or what to do about it.

« Furthermore, active opposition to
the war has been based mainly on stu-
dents., While students have been able

to mount large and significant protests,
by themselves they do not have the so-
cial power capable of forcing an end to
the war. What is necessary now is an or-
ientation aimed at broadening the move-
ment, at linking up with other move-
ments of social protest in this country,
the black libération and women's libera-
tion movements, and especially with the
growing militancy among workers.

This outward orientation must be
more than just a desire among anti-war
activists. 1t must be based on a political
program which can link up those strug-
gles, relating the war to the needs and
problems of the mass of the people.
The single slogan for immediate with-
drawal, while it must remain the major
demand of the movement, is not a suf-
ficient basis for such an orienation.

Rather, the program of the inove-
ment should also include at least the fol-
lowing demands: END ALL U.S. IM-
PERIALIST INTERVENTION IN
SOUTHEAST ASIA; FIGHT INFLA-
TION — END THE WAR; RECON-
VERT THE ARMS ECONOMY TO
PRODUCTION OF NECESSARY SO-
CIAL GOODS WITH FULL EMPLOY-
MENT; END ALL DISCRIMINATION
AND' OPPRESSION OF BLACKS
AND WOMEN; OPPOSITION TO
BOTH WAR PARTIES — FOR IN-
UEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION.

Already several different demjonstra-
tions have been called for this sp{ing.
We believe that they are all politically
insufficieqt, merely repeating the strat-
egies of the past, which led to the cur-
rent impasse. However, this should not
lead radicals to reject support for these
demonstrations. Support for them does
not necessitate support for the politics
upon which they are based.

Rather, people should organize inde-
pendently for these demonstrations on
the basis of the orientation outlined a
bove. Groups could put out their own
leaflets building the demonstrations, in-
dependent contingents could be organ-
ized for the marches, etc. Various op-
portunities exist to try to improve the
politics of the demonstrations.

It is also important that local demon-
strations be called. Unlike the national
actions, local demonstrations offer more
possibilities for involving workers in
the actions themselves. Furthermore,
if the movement is to be rebuilt, it will
have to be organized at the local level,
where people have more control over
the politics of the anti-war activities.

On the local level, the specific dates
of demonstrations are not so important,
although'the movements should not be
limited by the semi-annual peace march
strategy which orients towards the end
of April or beginning of May. Indeed,
waiting until late spring meens ignoring
the crucial battle now going on in Laos
— which opens up the possibility of
throwing the whole war, and domestic
politics, into a new crisis — and which
necessitates some immediate action.

If the movement is.to become a suc-
cessful force in the future, it will need
the development of grass-roots organiza-
tions. For too long we have been limit-
ed to national “coalitions,” which con-
sist of the organizers of national mar-
ches and little else. We need organiza-
tions of the rank and file which involve
people in the planning and carrying out
of activities on a permanent on-going

basis. 1

Wheén such organizations are devel-
oped, they should explore the possibil-
ities for independent political action in
their area. Such activity, if successful,
could provide the vehicle for linking up
the various different movement around

a common social program, as well as,
splitting people away from the d:athv
trap of the Democratic Party reform
politics, and thus clearing the way for
the development of an independent
workers’ party.®
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Striking garment workers, New York

. Spr seayre

Now S

INTERNA ONAL
WOMEN’S DAY waschs

Celia Emerson

On March 8, 1908, socialist women
garment workers staged a huge demon-
stration in New York City, protesting
sweatshop conditions and child labor,
and demanding the right to vote. Two
years later, Clara Zetkin, a revolution-
ary feminist and socialist, introduced a
resolution to the Congress of the Social-
ist lmemauonai making March 8 Inter-
national WQman s Day to honor the
New York garment workers.

International Woman's Day was en-
thusiasticali - endorsed, but not simply
because one woman called for it. Nor
was Zetkin inspired by one isolated
demonstration of women workers. Ra-
ther, International Woman's Day was
proclaimed in the context of a world-
wide movement involving millions of
women, who were organizing and fight-
ing for their liberation.

With the re-emergence of an interna-
tional woman's movement, it should
not be surprising that we would look
back to March 8th to honor the cour-
age and determination of our sisters. As
part of this commemoration we pay
tribute to the international solidarity of
the woman’s movement. But as part of
this commemoration we must also look
back to the past and learn from our mis-
takes.

Suffrage and Class

One part of the international woman's

movement during the period 1890-1920 _

was the suffrage movement.. These wom-
en were concerned with only one as-
pect of wgmen's oppression — their vote-
lessness. Most woman suffrage organiza-
tions, whether in Europe or America,
were concerned with the single issue of
winning the vote. Most of the women

in suffrage organizations were upper or
middle class, and did not see that it was
in their interests‘as women to become

involved in the struggles of the great \

majority of women — working-women, -
In' America, for example, members

of the, National American Woman's Suf-

frage Association (NAWSA) refused to

take up issues that working women

were raising. In one ingident, in 1911,

a fire in New York broke out in the Tri-

angle shirtwaist factory, killing 143

vsomen. When women garment work-

ers went to NAWSA -asking them to

join in a protest demonstration, NAWSA

refused. They did not want to confuse

woman suffrage with the problems work-

#ng women faced.

After the vote was “won,” suffrage
organizations still were reluctant to
make alliances with working women's
organizations. The National Woman's
Party, for example, introduced an Equal
Rights Amendment which would have
been used to eliminate all protective
legislation that working women had
fought for and won. When the Wom-
an’s Party was confronted with this
fact, they replied that they didn't think
protective legislation was important.
(This same ERA is now being debated
in Congress and in the women s libera-
tion movement. (See Workers' Power,
nos. 23 and 25.)

In Europe as well, the'suffrage move-
ments showed little interest in being part
of a working woman’s movement. In
England, aristocratic and middle class
women fought for a bill that would en-
franchise upper and middle class wom-
en only. Christobel Pankhurst, organi-
zing genius of the Women's Social and
Political Union (WSPU), the militant
suffrage organization, expelled a large
working woman's contingent from the
WSPU because “. . .it was a working
class movement, too democratic, too
independent. . . .”

In Holland and Germany, middle
class suffragists also introduced legisla-
tion enfranchising only upper and mid-
dle class women. ‘‘This point of view,"
Clara Zetkin said to a woman’s confer-

ence in 1908, “shows that they [the suf-
fragists] are not in favour of women’s
rights, but of the rights of ladies; they do
not fight for the political emancipation
of the female sex, but for the advance-
ment of the interests of the middle class.”
In Russia, too, the suffrage move-
ment adopted a similar approach. Alex-
andra Kollontai, revolutionary feminist
and socialist (late- a member of the Bol-
shevik Central Committee), claimed
that the existing suffrage organizations
“refused to take into account that wom-
an bears a xwofold_responsibilitv to-
wards society. . . The suffragists would
not include any references to day care,
nurseries or protection for women work-
ers.

Working Women
But just as there was an international
t of middle class try-

ing to improve their status, sometimes
at the expense of their working class sis-
ters, there also was a strong militant
wt of working class women.

In America, they struck by the thou-
sands in Lawrence, Massachusetts, and
Patterson, New Jersey. Women work-
ers organized and led the uprising of
the 30,000, a general-strike in the gar-
ment industry. Working women form-
ed their own suffrage organizations

- and demonstrated for their right to

vote. . Black wogking women, vicious-
ly discriminated against by suffragists,

Sylvia Pankhurst, dangerously ill from hunger strikes and forced feedings, being carried
ona stretcher by members of the East Lon on Federation of Suffragettes. ~ ¢

Pl

formed their own suffrage organiza-
tions. (And, in Chicago and New York,
joined their white sisters in the Wage
Earners Suffrage League_)

In England, it was in fact through
the organization and militancy of -
working women that the vote was
granted. The East London Federation
of the Sufframﬂgﬁyorgamzed by Syl
via hu}st, was responsibte for win-
ning womnah suffrage. During the first
world war the Federation fougift for
day care centers, communal kitchens,
free milk for children and equal pay
for women workers. 3

Ih Germany and Russa. as well,
women were involved in militant strike
actions. They also formed working
women’s suffrage associations. In - .
1906, Kollontai helped form warking
women'’s associations which later !
came the foundation for the Xheéno- ~
detl, the indepéndent women's organ-
ization in Russia which played a cru-.
cial role during the Rusgtan ‘Revolution.

After 1910, Inumnﬁ'oml Womm'l
Day was celebrated in all Europe
countries as well as the United Bhtu
— but only by the working class.

Women and Russis

On March 8, 1917, in Petrograd,
housewives and women teittile workers
went out in the-streets to celebrate In-
ternational Woman's Day. Weary of
three years of war which had only brou-
ght hunger and death, these women be-
gan to demand bread. Soon there was
widespread rioting and looting. The .
Russian Revolution had begdin. .

According to Kollontai, who was
out on the streets, ““the women go up
to the cordons more boldly than men,

* take hold of rifles, beseech, almost com:-

mand: “Put down your bayonets —

_join us.” In October, the same women

were on the barricades. »

The Russian revolution brought
about tremendous changes for'women.
Legislation helped shatter the old patri-
archal family system: women were Ro
longer subject to men before the law;
homosexuality was rio longer a crime;
abortions were legalized; diverce was
made easier. Other legislation made
women financially as well as legally in-
dependent of men.

The Russian revolution inspired wom-
en all over the world to continue the -
fight. In England, Sylvia Pankhurst or-
ganized the “Hands Off Russia” cam-
paign that prevented arms from being
shipped to the forces of counterrevolu-
tion. Rosa-Luxemburg, the great Ger-
mean revolutionary, led the German peo-
ple in their fight !or socialism. In Hun-

gary, Ireland, A and deeh
mmﬂd\dmmmﬁm

revolution that their Russian sisters had
started. . 3

Tragically, the revolutionary upsurge
in Europe was defeatéd, and depression

- gnd repression crushed both the women's

and working class mov.mmu In Russia
itself, the failure of the German and
other working class movement to win
power and establish socialism paved the
way for the triumph of the Stalinist
counterrevolution.

Stalinism

The emergence of Stalinism meant
not only an end to the revolution, but
the end of all the gains women had
made. In 1926, the Xhenodetl was dis-
solved. In 1935, in spite of popular sup-
port, abortions were made illegal. Leg-
islation making homosexuality a crime
was introduced as well as other legisla-
tion strengthening the patriarchal fam-
ily.

[continued on page 4]
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In the mid 1960's, the women's
movement was reborn in the U.S. Once
again we face the same problems as did
our sisters in the past. The women’s
liberation movement must not separate
itself from the .majority fo women
who work in this country. We must
realize that our emancipation cannot
come at the expense of working wom-
en.

No\n, with the workmg class, inclu-
ding beginning to go
into motion ngdn, the Women” s Libera-
tion movement can become a part of
that struggle. The celebration this year
of international Woman's Day perhaps

of

Devlin speaking to Bay-Area 1.S.

Irish revolutionary leader Bernadette
Devlin is presently on a speaking tour of
the U.S. in order to raise funds to open
a Socialist Research Institute in North-
ern Ireland. Among the many topics
that have aroused the interest of Amer-
ican audiences is her perspective on the
women’s movement bo!h here and

broad. While exp adi for
the elitist tendencies of the middle class
s t, she gave ample evi-

can symbolize the keni
into all forms of militant action.

This year, also, we have seen very
clear demonstrations of the internation-
al character of our woman's day. In
Gdansk, housewives joined with dock-
@rs to fight the Polish ruling class; in Nor-
thern Ireland women and children are
fighting British troops; in Indo-China,
women are fighting for their self-deter-
mination; (just as in May 1968, in Paris,
women were on the barricades). The
women’s liberation movement in Amer-
ica is part of this.international struggle
for the emancipation of women and
men.m

\

dence of what working women can do
when they actively struggle|to better
their own conditions.

Devlin did not attribute the riots in
Norther Ireland to religious antagon-
isms as widely reported by the press;
rather she cited unemployment as the
most significant single factor contribu-
ting to the tensions in Northern Ireland.
Rising as high as 50 per cent in some
areas, the unemployment situation over-
shadows the religious antagonisms that
the establishment press plays up.

The most prominent industries are
the textile industries, light manufactur-
ing, and the shipyards in Belfast. Be-

Devlin
On

Women

[From the question-and-answer period
following a speech by Bernadette Dev-

lin at an International Socialists public-

forum in Berkeley, California, on Sat-
urday, Feb. 20.]

Q: How do you feel about the oppres-
sion of women?’

A: | feel very strongly about the op-
pression of women, as a woman and as
an Irish woman who has had both her
class struggle and her sex struggle mis-
represented by many people.

We feel very strongly in Ireland a-
bout the middle class hangers-on in the

<

women’s revolutionary movement. Now,

we’'ve got nothing against people being
born into the middle class; we're not pre-
judiced. However, you've got a lot of

In ~Joyce Baum

Bernadette

Devl

cause women can be hired for much less
than men, the garment factories employ
almost exclusively women. There they
work for the equivalent of 50 cents an
hour fifty to sixty hours a week, and
after these long hours they bring the
work home with them, as piece rates
are part of that wage. :

The classic family pattern in towns
centered around the garment industry is
for the women in the household to work
while the men can’t find jobs. As a re-
sult, it is the women who are the union

members and union leaders and the wom-

en who develop the political skills to
fight for their rights on the job.

Because they-are the leaders of their
own labor movement, the natural de-
mands of working women have become
the demands of their unions. Child care,
abortions, and other needs specific to
women flow from their dual roles as
workers and family members.

It is important to note that while Nor-

thern Ireland is legally a part of England
when it comes to taxes and representa-
tion in parliament, many social reforms

middle class women, both in America
and in Britain (there are fewer of them
in Ireland, given that we've been oppres-
sed more than anyone else) who say,
“Okay, we want women's liberation,”
but for whom women’s liberation has
rmthmg to'do with people’s liberation.
They can't see that he oppression of
"women is-one of the most affective
.means employed by the system for the
opnressxon of thg working class. They

«-simply want professiénal womén's equal-

ity with professional men, middle class
~women’s equality with middle class men,
and working class women 's equallty with*
working class men.,

Those same polne ladies with their
fur coats and their nice a,ccenbyand
great militant stance of refusing to be
treated like women and gettifig upset if
you shout or swear at them — those kind

of people don’t want equality with work-
I've met them. They don't -

ing class men.
want equality with working class black
males in Harlem. They don’t want to
know about it. In fact, they see a work-
ing class black male in Harlem as the en-
emy.

Some women are led into that branch
of the movement where all men are the
erfemy. |I'm afraid that's where | get out.

* ‘ad as obsolete as the second.®

that have been implemented in Englang"

— the legakization of. abortions and
homosexdality for example — are still
outlawed in Northern Ireland,

Some of the women who come out
of the labor movement join socialist gr-
-ganizations and are predominant in the
leadership of such groups. Cathy Har- =
kin, Bernadette Devlin's companion on
this tour, is a full-time organizer for the
Derry Labor Party.

When sh told 'aﬁ"ut women in
Californiaaper mills whose lunch
break was taken jfrom them despite the =

fact that such an action violated the
protective laws governing the emplgvl‘
ment of women in the state, she advo-
cated that they take the Iunch.hreax
despite the new regu Iatlon and haﬂ-dtf.
ficulty understanding why they hadn't
done this already: Women in North Ire-
land have the class consciousness arid
the determination to carry on such 'th
actions.

Voters in local elections of Northern
Ireland are limited to those who hold’
rent books, that is, those who Say the
rent. Women as tenants have led the
fight to keep the rent down. Because °
of these efforts and because they pay
the rent as the family breadwinners, .
women are the voters in these elections

The Independent Socialist Organiza-
tion to which Bernadette Devlin belongs
and the Derry Labor Party bot¥fadve-
cate that all voters be franchised for lo-
cal elections. This is another fight that
women will have to win. :

Bernadette Devlin tells the story:
about how Northern Ireland business
used to advertize in international busi-
ness journals about the two attractions -
it offered to foreign business: first,.~
cheap labor, and second, social peace.
Now the ads omit any mention of social.
peace — but still advertize the attractions
of cheap labor. The Irish working class,
with the active participation of working
women, will make the first part of the

[The text of a speech by Bernadette
Devlin, presented to a Bay- Area Interne
tional Socialists' forum on February 20,
will be reprinted in a forthcoming issue
of Workers’ Power./

As far as I’'m concerned, some women are
the enemy and some .men are the enemy
because it's a class struggle and the op-
pression of women must be seen inthe |
class context. |
We certainly need, “n most cases, an
autonomous women’s movement, be-
cause even within some of our revolution-
ary movements it’s a point that escapes |
many of our male comrades that women
are oppressed.’ But we run into the same
_.danger as a lot of minority groups. (We
are the biggest minority in the world, be-
cause We-are, in fact, a majority. Ifyou
“gq.through the world’s popudation you'll
find that there are slightly more women
than:men.) Women are no better than

“ Fnen, blacks are no better than whites,

©

Catholics are no better than Protestants.
Any woman who says, “‘women aré

natural leaders,” | disagree with. | don't

believe women are natural leaders or men

are natural leaders, that woman power

is any better than man power, and | cer-

tainly don’t want to be part of any fe-

miale-dominated world. | think we're

all equals, and if we don't accept that, W

" become counter-revolutionary. And |

have no time for women counterrevolu'
tionaries any more than | have time for
men counterrevolutionaries.®
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Nixon is picketed at the lowa State
Capitol grounds by a coalition of con-
struction workers, anti-war demonstm-
tors and farmers.

as the effects of the war are brought
home to them, they are being forced to
begin struggling against Nixon. Their
struggle forces them to look for allies
among other groups, such as the anti-
war movement, who are also in strug-
gle against the war and related aspects
of the crisis in American society.

Nixon Lowers
The Boom Trautman

President Nixon's latest attack on
“inflation” is one of the most blatant
anti-labor moves seerr in this country in*
along time. His target was the construc-
tion industry. He first threatened to
impose ‘‘wage-price controls” (meaning
wage controls) — after swearing that he
was thoroughly opposed to such con-
trols. Then he suspended the Davis-Ba-
con Act of 1931 which requires con-
tractors on Federal or federally-finan-
ced projects to pay prevailing wage
rates — that is, top union scale. Since
these projects account for about one-
third of all construction in the country
its effect will be enormous on public -
and private projects.

Nixon thus began a full-scale assault
on the construction workers. The “hard *
hats,” many of whom had so eagerly sup-
ported the President against the anti-
war movement, now find themselves
facing a vicious attack.

“Excessive” Wages

Construction waikers have been win-
ning what the goverfimieri§ claims to be
“excessive’” wage increases. !Last year
manufacturing workers® wages averaged
$3.36 an hour while construction work
ers’ wages.averaged $5.22 an hour.}
What this arqument ignores i§'the fact
that constr 3t paid

for vacat

Last fall, construction workers made
national news with demonstrations in
support of Nixon’s war policies. Today,

ment says is necessary for a family of
four to live decently.

While concentrating on the “high”
wage increases won by the construction
warkers, the government has not said
one word about the real factors which .
have tended to send construction costs
soaring: the ever-rising price of land
which drops fortunes into the hands of
the people who own it; the high interest
rates that must be paid on money bor-
rowed to pay for construction; the high
profits made by contractors.

It would be an easy matter for the
government to put a limit on all these
profits — and since the labor costs are
only a small part of construction costs
(in"Detroit they make up only 18 per,
cent of the cost of home construction
and slightly more for industrial con-
struction) such limits would have a far
greater effect. Instead, he chose wage-
busting. ,

The suspension of the Davis-Bacon
Act will mean that when non-union con-
tractors bid against_‘union contractors
for federally-financed projects, they will

le to make lower bids. When they
win they will not have'to pay union
rates, which méans they will be able to
increase their profits at the expense of

the workers. Moreover, non-unio
Ver w.

ors, paying low
¢ able to attract

high

will

on workers are

unempleyment rate in construction:

“11.1 per cent, or close to twice the na-

tional average. That unemployment
rate was largely created by the govern-
ment cutback in construction.

Nixon's action will not decrease that
unemployment — it will simply force
unemployed workers to work at lower
than union-scale wages, while at the
same time throwing union workers out
of work. A nice deal for business. (A
genuine effort to end unemployment
in construction would include instead a
massive program to rebuild the rotting
cities.)

In the long run, Nixon’s program
will tend to break the unions by giving
the work advantage to non-union labor.
Carl Halvorson, an immediate past-pres-
ident of the Associated General Con-
tractors of America and a member of
the President’s Construction Industry
Collective Bargaining Commission, gave

- his assessment of Nixon’s move: It

“could be significant . . . because it
might accelerate a movement toward an
open-shop situation.” That is clearly
what he is hoping and what the President
intends. 2

When Nixon was elected he told us
he wanted to be President of “all the
people.” He is now showing us what
that means: union-busting (in the inter-
ests of all the people?) and throwingz
people out of work {we'll all get richer
that way?) — not to mention lying to
us about the war that he claimed he had
a secret plan to end, pretending to dis-
engage while at the same time escala-
ting.

If his latest moves do not succeed in
driving down wages he is preparing
more drastic measures, including pos-
sible wage-price freezes. . He originally
opposed the Democratic Party-sponsor-
ed law which gives lim that power; now
he is asking Conigress for its extension.

The problem of inflation cannot be

solved in the construction industry alone.

Nixon is aware of that. But he has in
mind the fact that other workers are
eyeing the gains of construction work-
ers and hoping to win some for them-
selves.

The suspension of the Davis-Bacon
Act is only the most recent of Nixon's
increasingly desperate efforts to curb
inflation Wﬁing a squeeze on
profits. The mostserious effect of the
inflation from the point of view of the
business-oriented government is not
that it robs us of our hard-earned wages,
nor that it ruins poor people o fixed
incomes. Rather, the government is con-
cerned that the inflation has reached
such #level that it is impeding American
capifalism’s ability to compete on the
world market. -

<

Many industries — especially steel —
are feeling the pinch of foreign compe-
tition. A steel strike is coming up this’
summer and steelworkers want to
back what they have fost to inflation.

They are asking for what auto workers Tiea

got last year — an unlimited cost-of-
living escalator clause and a wage in-
crease.

g .
But that wi force the stesl come- 2

panies to raise their grices /f they are to

maintain the same profit level, Doingso =~

would strengthen the hand for foreign, .
especially Japanese, steel producers. Nix-
on's attack on construction workers is a
sharpening ofhis claws to take onesteel-:
workers and other workers; ig i$ a major
step toward a-general attack on all work-
ers. - 3

No relief can be expected froni:the
Democratic Party., Muskie, Kennedy
and other Democratic Party spokesmen

.are on record in favor of ‘wage-price

controls. Of course, if Nixon adopts
their program, they might well turn
around and present themselves as “pro-
labor” candidates in opposition to the
program they themselves brought up.
But, the fact is that Democrats work
for the same people the Republicans
do.. The same banks and corporations
foot their campaign bills and newspaper
ads, and reward "‘pro-business” pol¥fi: .
cians by bringing money into their dis. ~
tricts and cities. Wi

It is becoming luuudm
that workess.organize to fight for their
class interests against the buginessmen.
What must be done is to form an inde-
pendent palitical party of working ped- -
ple, one opposad to. both the Democrat--
ic and the Republican Party, which can
fight for workers’ interests. There is no
other way, and that fact will become
clearer as the crackdown progresses. -,

Meany and various higher-ups in the
construction workers’ unions have res-
ponded angrily to the President’s action.
Meany counterposed an alternative to
it: “What America needs is full employ-
ment at fair wages and decent conditions,
not punitive action against workers.”

He is right, of course. But what will
he do about it? The AFL-CIO is tied
hand-in-glove to the war in Vietnam
and the permanent arms economy, which
are largely responsible for the inflation.
Moreover, it is deeply embedded in the
Democratic Party. Meany's criticisms of
it often come from the right.

Will he and the other bureaucrats who
think like him be able to'organize a'strug-
gle against the President’s assault? Wili
they be willing to braak with the two
ruling class parties and lead a movement

.for a workers’ party? Probably not. If

not, we'll have to roll over them and
build it ourselves.m

Support your President
VICTORY PAYCHECK
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Louise Mitchell

Rosa Luxemburg’s hundredth birth- '

day falls on March 5th. Though she
was one of the greatest revolutionary

ialist figh and thinkers of all
time, her centennial will not be surroun-
ded by the international attention that
accompanied Lenin’s hundredth birth-
day just last year.

Outside of the circle of-already invol-
ved revolutionary socialists she stands
deep in the shadows of history, almost
unknown. She is more of an impres-
sionistic image than a firm reality. The
major reason she stands in the back-
ground, while Lenin does not, is that
she has not been used as Lenin is —
mummified and deified, exploited by
a bureaucratic ruling class to justify a
social'system which has nothing in com-
mon with socialism.

Perhaps this lack of pomp and cir-

cumstance is fortunate — we can begin
at the beginning.: We need to know far
more about her passionate combination
of revolutionary socialism and democ-
racy than one short centennial article
can contain. We are as in need of Rosa
Luxemburg’s keen intellect and fighting
spirit today as in her own time, and we
must see that this centennial marks the
re-awakening of awareness about her.

rather than her personal biography, be-
cause it is her ideas that have been so
buried. Even where, as in East Germany
and Poland, her birthday is ritually ob-
served by the bureaucracy and com-
memorated by stagps, her works are
generally unavailable. Only a criminal-
ivsmall fraction have been translated
into English.

We will concentrate here on her ideas,

It has now been pretty much estab-
lished that she was born on March 5,
1871. Her birthplace was a Polish town,
her family ““assimilated Jews."

By the age of 16, she was a member

of what remained of Proietanat an out-
ding early revol y socialist par-

ty whleh was repressed almost out of
existence during her childhood. With-
in two years she was in trouble with
the police, and it was decided that she
could do more useful work in exile than
in prisof 5

Smuggled out of Poland in a hay-
stack, she went naturally to Zurich,
then the most important gathering
point for the rather large number of po-
litical exiles of Eastern Europé. It was
there that she took part in the feverish

intellectual life of the political exile
o .

community, as well as completing her
Ph. D. in Econom!cs at the" University,

At the Hge of 22 she represented
the small Pofish party in exile atthe
Congress of the Socialist Internationg

- daring to stand up and argue fiercely

Wm\ all the veterans of the world social-
ist movement, even though she v was un-
known.

In 1898, at the age of 27, she went
to Germany, the undiquked center of
the world Socialist moygaent, where

she spent of)the rest of her life.
The German Soci§l Democratic Party
was master of thedSocialist Internation- 1

al movement, and this was the arena in=
whick the decisive battles were being
fought.

Reform or Revolutid'n

The first critical battle into which
she threw herself was the fight against.
the growing anti-revolutionary current
developing in the socialist movement
under the leadership of Eduard Bern-
stein.

Bernstein was the forerunner=of the
sort of welfare-state “socialist” who
abandons the vision of a world in which -
men and women make their own history,
substituting increasing social services as
the goal instead. Bernstein concentra-
ted on the ability of an expandinz_fim-
perialist capitalism to provide a rising
standard of living, and mistook a¥eried
of prosperity for proof. that capitalism "
had solved its prcblems.

Rosa Luxemburg took on Bernstein
in her first great work, Reform or Rev-
olution. In this pamphlet she tore apart |
the reformist fantasies about the future
of capitalism (1929 certamlv bore hér -
out), and argued that it is only refosm-*
ists who need to counterpose reform to
revolution and-say you must choose be-
tween them.

To revolutionaries she writes: "'the
daily strugg/e for reforms offers the only
means for engaging in the class war and
working in the direction of the final
goal -- the conquest of political power
and the end of wage labdr. . . The strug-
gle for reforms is its means, the social
revolution its aim."

The Russian Revolution of 1905 con-
firmed her revolutionary perspective,
and she further developed her concept
of the process of the mass strike. She
saw the mass political strike as the crit-
ical weapon in the hands of the work-
ing class. In periods of upsurge econ-
omic struggles would turn into political
ones, and the political struggles would
reinforce the economic struggle, as wi-
der and wider layers of workers would
be drawn into battfe. In these strikes
and in the organization 8f them, work-

Bernstein

Stalin ’ Kautsky

Luxemburg
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Russian women in revolutionary demonstration, 1917

ers would learn to govern themselves.

She emphasized that all mass strikes,
all partial uprisings, would, when they
ebbgd, appear to be defeats (there are
no victories but the final one, she said).
But in each of these seeming defeats
class consciousness is heightened, hu-
man beings transcend themselves, and
the ground is prepared for future strug-
gles. It is because of her emphasis on
the mass strike, plus her criticisms of
Lenin’s views of the revolutionary par-
ty, that she has been mislabeled a “’spon-
taneist” by both opponents and disci-
ples,

In the context of the highly bureau-
cratized German Social Democracy, she
emphasized the role of the mass move-
ment above that of the leadership in a
dramatic and exciting way. ‘“‘Letus
speak plainly,’ she asserted, "'the errors
of a truly revolutignary mass movement
are historically infinitely more fruitful
than the infallible decisions of the clev-
erest Central Committee.”

In addition to doing battle with the

expticit sell-outs like Bernstein, Luxem-
burg also led the opposition to the so-
called centre of the German S.P.D.

She saw with terrifying clarity that this
group, led by Karl Kautsky, would end
up defending Germany in the coming
World War.

She recognized that as the German..
Social Democratic Party grew in num-
bers, in parliamentary votes, in organ-

tion and efficiency, it had b a
marsh, a bureaucratic machine, less and
less socialist. Kautsky had become rev-
olutionary in rhetoric only; he was as
reformist as Bernstein in practice.

The outbreak of World War One led
many socialists, in Luxemburg's words,
to substitute, for ‘“Workers of the World
Unite,” "“Workers of the World, slit each
other’s throats. . ."”" She remained a
staunch oppositionist to the war, and
was jailed. Perhaps her greatest com- -
fort through the war years were the per-
iodic strikes of the German working
class against the imperialist war.

ad

When news of the victorious Russian
Revolution reached her she was elated.
Nevertheless, she was aware, like Lenin
and Trotsky, that the Russian revolu-
tion was doomed if.it remained isolated,
that it required the- JS'SIS[BHCE of arev-
olution in Germany and ‘other industri-
alized countries. e

Stuck in prison, she was denied de-
tailed knowledge of the situation in Rus
sia. But she warned of the long-term
dangers of the curtailment of civil liber-
ties under the conditions of civil war,
in terms that seem only too™prophetic
today to readers familiar with the rise
of Stalinism:

"Socialism in life demands a - »m-
plete spiritual transformation in the
masses. The only way to a rebirth is
the school of public life itself, the most

unlimited, the broadest democracy and
public opinion. It is rule by terror
wmch demoralizes.

"But with the repression of political
life in the land as a whole, life in the
workers' councils must become more
and more crippled. Without general
elections, without unrestricted freedom
of press and , assembly, without a free
struggle of opinion, life dies out in
every public institution, becomes a mere
semblance of life, in which onlv the
bureaucracy remains as the active ele-
ment.

"Public life gradually falls asleep, a
few dozen party leaders of inexhauti-
ble energy and boundless experience
direct and rule. Among them, in reality,
only a dozen outstanding heads do ‘the
leading and an elite of the working class
is invited from time to time to meetings
where they are to applaud the speeches
of the leaders and to approve proposed
resolutions - at bottorn, then, a clique
affair.”"

Rosa Luxemburg did her to
see that the Russian Revolution was not
isolated — she gave her life to the Ger-
man uprising of 1918-19, though she
regarded it as ill-timed. The final irony
was that it was a so-called socialist gov-
ernment of the Social Democrats which
murdered her.

Until récently it was thought that
Rosa Luxemburg was not interested in
the question of the emancipation of
women, and took only a passing inter-
est in the “woman question’’ which
was a serious concern of the socialists
of her time. Recent research has
shown this attitude to be mistaken. Un-
fortunately none of this work has been
made available in English.

In 1910, she addressed the Women's
Cangress of the Second International,
which met separately before the general
Congress. She wrote an article in Polish
called “Lady into Woman'’ not yet

translated, and she wrote an article on
the relationship of the Class Struggle to
the fight for Woman's Suffrage. She
wrote in defense of prostitutes against
persecution and hypocrisy, pointing
out the links between our class society
and the situation which produces pros-
titution. Clara Zetkin, the leader of
the woman’s movement of the day, as
well as a leading member of the Social-
ist movement as a whole, was one of
Rosa Luxemburg’s closest friends and
associates.

Luxemburg took a clear class line on
the oppression of women, stressing the
inseparability of the struggle for the
emancipation of women and the strug-
gle of the working class. She chose to
fight in the party as a whole rather
than primarily in the woman’s move-
ment because she saw that as then the
the main arena. But she would not have

(thought this lessened her fight for the
emancipation of women.

In common with other revolutionaries
of that time, she may have underestima-
ted the importance of autonomous wom-
en's organizations to the final liberation
of women in socialist society. But she
never assumed that the wives of male

d ically d their
husbands’ politics, and fou@\t for their
allegiance, while encouraging their in-
dependence. As a revolutionary social-
ist, she was not just a woman leader,
but a fighter for the emancipation of
women.

Luxemburg’s political brilliance led
her to re he non-revolutionary
character of both the German Social
Democracy, and of its Kautskyian “left
wing,” long before Lenin and other so-
cialists did. At the same time, although
she maintained that a revolutionary par-
ty was necessary to provide political
leadership for the mass struggles of the
worleers, she tended to assume that the
spofitaneous revolutionarg-activity of

the masseswtuld solve all organization-
al difficulties « entlger moving the So-
cial Democracy to the left or throwing
up a new leadership in the struggle.

While such tendencies exist in every
revolu\:onarv penod she failed 16 re-
cognize in time that the counter-revolu-
tionary nature of the social democratic
and trade union bureaucracy would
make the first altem‘ative_,i‘ ible,
and she undef(}lum ted the difficulty-of
forging a revolutionary cadre in the
midst of the revol

“Luxemburg realized her mistake, but
100 late. She organized a left-wing fac™
tion, the Spartacus League, only atter
the S.P.D. had capitulated to Gesan -
imperialism at the beginning of the War.
She waited to found the German Com-
munist Party until the end of 1918, in
the midst of the German revolution.

This lack of a clear organizational
perspective, her tendency to believe
organizational problems would auto-
matically be solved by revolutionary
activity, prevented Luxemburg from
developing a revolutionary cadra-until

it was too late. The ‘magnificent, spon- -

taneous, revolutionary upsurge of the
German and European working class in
the year after World War | was crushed ~
due to the lack of strong revolutiSnary
parties — which could not be immacu-
lately ived in the revolution iself,
but required the long, hard, patient  *
work of years of prior development of
revolutionary cadres and orwintlond
struggle.

The failure of the German and Euro-
pean revolutions isolated the workers’
revolution in backward Russia, and set
the stage for the triumphi of thé Stalin--
ist counter-revolution and the later rise
of fascism. The consequences of the
mistakes of Luxemburg and other Eu-
ropean revolutionaries are still with us.

We have lived in a period largely
without the mass struggle of the work-
ing class which forged the Rosa Luxem-
burgs. Slowly that sleepihg working
class is waking now — and with its strug
gles must come the leadership to carry
forward the socialist revolution, toward
the sort of socialism Rosa Luxemburg
described:

"'"The essence of a socialist society
consists in this: the great working mass
ceases to be a regimented mass, but
lives and directs the whole political and
economic life in conscious and free self-
determination.

Propellmg us to fight for that idea
is her warning, often repeated — our
society can go forward, to socialism, or
backward, to barbarism.®*As she stres-
sed, the dié will be cast by the class-con-
sciaus working class.m :

-

[James Oppenheim 's poem, "'Bread and
Roses, "' memorialized one of the 1912
L awrence strike parades in which the

"

young mill girls carried a banner, “We
want bread and roses too

"y

i - - . =

As we come marching, marching in the
beauty of the day, . s

Amillion darkened kitchens, a thou =
sand mill lofts gray,-

Are touched with all the radiance rhat
a sudden sun discloses, -

For the people hear us singing: “‘Bread
and roses! Bread and rosas!"-

As we come marching, marching, we
battle too for men,

For they are women's children, and we
mother them again.

Our lives shall not be sweated from
birth until life closes,

Hearts starve as well as bodies; give us
bread, but give us foses!

) crv'ing'

As+we come marthing, marching, un-

nu’wﬁered women dead :
rough our singing thelr an-
-#ient cry for bread.

Small art and love and beauty their

. drudging spirits knew.

Yes, it is bread we fight for — but we

fight for roses, too!

As we come marching, marching, we
bring the greater days.

The rising of the women means the
rising of the race

Ng mare the drudge and idler — fen
that toil where one reposes,

But a sharing of fife's glories: Bread
and roses! Bread and roses!

ion itself, ¥

| S \ ®
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'Detroit Teachers
‘Up Against
The Budget ...

On Sunday, Feb. 28, more than
4,000 Detroit teachers rejected the
leadership of their union president,
Mary Ellen Riordan of the Detroit Fed-
eration of Teachers, in voting down a
proposal for a one-day strike in protest
against budget cuts and the proposed
firing of nearly 200 teachers. The
School Board, however, can take little
comfort from the defeat of the strike
proposal. The proposal lost because
teachers were opposed to merely sym-
bolic protests. The teachers’ mood re-
mains angry, although their militancy
lacks a clear direction.

Funding Crisis

The basic cause of the Detroit school
crisis is the crisis in the funding of all
social services. Not just in the last few
years — when thé Vietnam war has sent
inflation on a flight to the moon — but
for the last 20 years, the basic social
services in most American cities have
stagnated.

There has been too little medical
care, too few hospital beds. Federal
housing funds have gone to profitable
luxury housing, and the housing situa-
tion for working-class and low-income
people has grown ever worse. Public
transportation is ever more inadequate.
And school budgets have fallen steadily
behind what is needed.

Over the last decade, the school cri-
sis has been intensified by the war. As
war costs have risen, so have war taxes.
The voters have struck back against the
only taxes on which they are allowed a
direct vote — school bonds. Before the
war, school bonds passed automatically
— now they are being voted down in
city after city.

All these problems are particularly
acute in Detroit, a city dominated by
the giant auto companies whose social ~
interest is limited to making sure there’s
a steady supply of labor for the plants
which dot Detroit’s.map like sores on a
sick body. The gesult has been a steady
process of “trimming the edges” from
the school hudpt — trimming special

lies, and now,
mmming m work wnk of mainten-
ance , and th ing to

trim both ﬁ'n nuiniber of tnd\en and
the number of days pupils attend school.

“Survival Pian” &

In mid-February, the School Board
announced a “‘survival plan” involving
$12 million in budget cuts: These would
not have eliminated the budget deficit
— they would only have reduced the def-
icit from $37 to $25 million for this
year.

Part of the plan was to fire non- con
tract teachers. As in most cities, De-
troit has a section of teachers, number-
ing about 400, who for technical rea-

“

sons have not received certification and
hence are not covered by the job secur-
ity provisions of the union contract.
The Board could not have legally fired
tenured teachers, but it could take ad-
vantage of this “‘second-class” group.
At the same time, it could intensify the
work load of the remaining teachers.

At a mass meeting at the School
Board on Feb. 23, 1,000 teachers pro-
tested the “‘survival plan,” which a dis-
senting School Board member called a
“slow death plan.” The union, how-
ever, has no alternative program except .
to beg for a delay. In this vacuum,
most of the demonstrating teachers sup-
ported a plan put forward by the super-
intendents’ and administrators’ organiza-
tion.

This plan was supposed to solve the
crisis through deferring the June pay-
checks of administrators’ and supervis-
ors’ — a gesture they hoped the teach-
ers would-imitate — and delaying cer-
tain educational programs. Although
the programs were unpopular with the
teachers, some of them — such as a pro-
gram of free distribution of books and
supplies — were perfectly justified as an
aid to poor families.

The principals’ plan would have sol-
ved the crisis out of the pockets of em-
ployees and poor families. Moreover,
it would have represented only a tem-
porary solution, putting off the crisis
until after the school year ended but
leaving all the problems to be faced
next year.

The School Board, meeting a few
days later, rejected this plan. In a clear-
ly token gesture, it reduced the number
of teachers scheduled for layoff from

-258 to 192. In turn, the Riordan lead-
ership of the Detroit Federation of Teach-

ers, meeting at week's end, could only

propose the one-day strike as a protest
gesture.

Rejecting this powerless gesture, the
membership was itself divided on wheth-
er to call a full-scale strike lmmedlately
or organize the one-day strike as a "'sick-
call.” Those who opposed the strike
were thinking of the near-certainty of a
full-scale strike over a new contract in
September; moreover, as contrasted to
the “‘sick call,” which would require
the School Board to pay the teachers
sick pay, Mrs. Riordan's token strike
would have put one day’s salary for the
teachers into the Board's pocket — a
most unusual way of solving the Board's
problems.

A later poll at Northwestern High
School, whose teachers are heavily pro-
union, showed that most teachers did
not favor striking in the spring and again
in the fall.

If fought broadly around improve-
ments in teaching and services, a strike
would have major support from students
and parents.. The present crisis has tou-
ched off a student sit-in at Mumford
High School, a largely-black school on
Detroit’s Northwest side, around de-
mands for no transfer of teachers, limit-
ing class size to 25 students, and provi-
ding a parent-student-faculty hearing
for all students before they are disci-
plined. As this issue went to press, the
sit-in had continued around the clock
for three school days.

The lack ofya program and the weak-
ness of will be the major prob-
lems in a strike. Simply demanding high-
er wages, cancellation of budget cuts,
etc., will not answer the School Board
when it argues that there is no money.
To win, it will be necessary to reject
the logic of the Board's case — the logic
which says, “The money just isn’t there,

o
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"so we have to cut’back somewhere,”

This can oply lead to an endless round
of chofiping Peter’s program to pay for
Paul’s, in which.education in Detroit
will deteriorate further.

Instead, the union members must
ask, “Who can pay for the education
our pupils need?”. In Detroit, as in
other major American cities, the an-
swer is — the corporations which have
their headquarters here (including Gen.
eral Motors, st corgSration in the
world) an gain the benefits from
education in terms of a supply of the .=
semi-trained and skilled workers and
technicians they require. S

The huge profits of these corpora-
tions would provide the funds pot
merely to avoid cutbacks, but 0B
pand education to a qualgty level. The
union should be demanding A SCHOOL
TAX ON CORPORATE-PROFITS -

NO CUTBACKS, QUALITY EDUCP‘ -
TION FOR ALL, FUNDED BY
TAXING CORPORATIONS NOT
WORKING PEOPLE. The union should
begin now to mobilize its members to
demand.such a tax from the Detroit

City government and the Michigan Leg-
islature.

Quality Education

To win such a program or eve';i to
successfully strike for higher wages, the
teachers’ union will need allies. By -
fighting for QUALITY EDUCATION
FOR ALL — rather than a shift of cut-
backs onto non-teaching staff — the
union can enlist the help of non-teach-
ing staff such as janitors. Moreover,
such a program can be taken to all la-
bor organizations in Detroit. -

It is the children of auto workess, ~
steel workers, etc., who are being deni-
ed a decent education. The union should
call upon the United Auto Workers,
United Steel Workers,.and all other un-
ions to build JOINT UNION DEMON- .
STRATIONS FOR QUALITY EDU-

®

- CATION FUNDED BY TAXING

CORPORATIONS. Parents and stu-
dents can join these demonstrations.

The hesitant ““Riordan team” which
now runs the union will shrink from ad-
opting this program — which is a radical
one. It will be the job of the members
to press for it.

The only opposition group in the
union at present is the “New Directions”
or “New Caucus” group, which opposed
the Riordan leadership in the last un-
ion elections on a program calling es-
sentially for greater attention to the
needs of inner-city schools. It attracts
younger, militant teachers, many of
them black. Without at all comprom-
ising its program for e inner city, this
group can expand its platform to de-
mand the funds and programs which
will bring better education for all. in &
s0 doing, it can become the.voice of the
membership as a whole.

.. Itshould also take up the demand
for immediate U.S. withdrawal from
Vietna#n.- This demand, which has re-
“ceived strong support in the fAmerican
Federation of Teachers nationally, is
intimately related to ending the infla-

** fion which has intensified the funding

crisis. Teachers will not be able to de-
fend their immediate interests unless
they begin to make political demands
opposing the government policies which
injure these interests.

But regardless of what steps this
group takes, teachers should. demand

o the program of corporate taxation and

alliance with the whole labor movement.
This will lead to a head-on conflict with
the power of the corporations, but such
a battle offers the only alternative to the
present decay of education in Detroit.®




Newark Teachers

A Newark Teachers strike p| d
by the union-busting attempts of the
Boaid of Education is now in its fifth
week, with no end in sight.

. The issues are not so much salary
(the union being very modest in its de-
mands) as the Board's demand for the
elimination of the Binding Arbitration
Clause from the contract. Under this
clause, last year, the union’s defense of
its contract was upheld repeatedly on
questions such as class size, teacher
duties, and pay. But the Board as con-
sistently ignored Arbitration rulings.
(Some of the rulings were simply imple-

mented “on the job" by the union teach-

ers.)

While in general we are opposed to
binding arbitration, under the present
conditions, the Binding Arbitration
Clause is in effect synonomous with the
contract itself. Clearly, the Board has
simply not accepted the necessity of a
real contract with its teachers in New-
ark.

The issue has been complicated by
the injection of the charge that the un-
jon is engaged in a racist strike and is
anti-community control. This charge is
made despite the fact that the President

of the local, Carol Graves, is a black mili-

tant, and despite-the-public support
given the strike by the Black Muslims
and Black Panther Party, as well as all
black trade unionists in the area.

NTU President Graves

Support for the charge is offered by
the black President of the Board of Ed-
ucation, Jesse Jacobs (who worked to
break last year's strike), and by Leroy
Jones, black nationaiist leader who is
influential with Newark’s black mayor
Gibson (elected with the united and
open support of the city's big corpora-
tions). Itis Jones' associates who secur-
ed the court injunction against Carol
Graves, leading to ner likely |mpnson-
ment.

As a matter of fact, the charge is
completely false. The union, both in
practice and program, has given abun-
dant evidence that it does support gen-
uine community control — that is, dir-

Newark Mayor Gibson

ect, grass-roots community involvement
in policy determination for the schools.
Thus, the Newark Teachers’ Union, in
its negotiations, submitted proposals

h

Strike-

David Miller

The union ‘i'r:’llso oppo-
sed in their attitudey to student rights
and demands. The dnion supports them. =
(including the right to ““observe’ at ne-
gotiations, and the right to draft coun-~
seliors). The Board rejects them.

The sole basis for the charge 1at the
NTU is opposed to community contre!
is the fact that the NTU has insisted on
its right to negotiate on educational
matters. What this argument ignores,”
however, is the reality that no change "%,
in education can be effective unless

_ those who are to implement it are con-

sulted and have a real voice. Nothing
else is practical, realistic, or demagratic.
Teachers must make it clear that
community control and increased teach- .
er power, i.e., more democratic schools,
m not only oomhnm goals but even

for educational improvement whose
implementation and determination was
to be effected by direct involvement of
the community.

Similarly, the Newark Teachers’ Un-
ion advocates joint selection of princi-
pals by teachers and community. In
fact, it is Newark's Board of Education
that has rejected all these proposals,
maintaining that it alone = has the right
to set educational policy. When the
Board talks about “‘community control,”
it means control by the Board of Edu-
cation.

dent, since both -
movnmmh are dlucud justly, agSinst
the educational establishment.

During the strike so far, the tegghers
have faced all kinds of intimidation, -
both legal, through court injunctions,
and extra-legal, with teachers being
beaten on the picket lines. So far these
actions have not been enough to break
the strike. The teachers are still united ° -
in the struggle against the Board of Ed- _
ucation. Such unity, combined with .
support from both the community dnd
labor movement, will hopefully bring
them victory.m .

As we go to\mm the strike of pri-
soners at McNeil Iéland Federal Peniten-

tiary enters its second week. 1,206"pri-
soners are locked in their cells; their
leaders are in the “hole.” Of course,
the situation could change - in a mom-
ent, but thus far the strikers have res-
ponded to each of the warden's threats
with the chant, in unison from inside
the celis: “Kill the 1,200.”" They mean
that the strike will only be broken oveér
their dead bodies.

McNeil Island might seein an unlike-
ly setting for a prison strike. The island
sits in the middle of Puget Sound, just
south and west of Tacoma. Behind it

are the Olympic mountains. But the
scenery counts for little. Prison life at
McNeil is the same as prison life else-”
where — brutality, frustration, racism,
hopelessness, and violence.

There were short as well as long-term
causes of the strike. Only recently, the

“new warden cancelled programs on

black culture and Mexican-American*
self-help. Then there was a stabbing, a
suicide, and a forced and brutal haircut.
Monday morning, Feb. 22, only 67 of
the 1,200 prisoners reported for work.
Among the 67 were the warden's

favorites, including the men who mur-
dared three Mississippi civil rights work-
ers in 1964. Even they, called "Hitler’s
helpers” by the others, were sent back
to their cells. There, with the others,

they must subsist each day on two sand-
* wiches and some Kool-ade. The strike

is 100 per cent effective. . .
The warden, Jaceb J. Parker, recent-
ly transferred to McNeil frum thie pri-

son in Lewisburg, P yl
ced at a press conference that 1ha strike
was 50 to 60 per cent” effective. He

would begin negotiaticns, he said, and
there would be ro reprisals.

Before he had spoken, the six elec-
§£ strike leaders were already in the
hdle. His intention was to “negotiate”
with the hand-picked Men’s Advisory
Committee (MAC).
responded by beginning a hunger strike
and refusing to negotiate with anyone
until the others were released from the
hole.

Divide and Rule

As is the case in all prisons, the offi-
cials at McNeil make i1 general policy
to segregate the prisoners and to use
racial hatred to keep them divided and

The MAC, however,

under control. The “liberalization” of
official racial policies in the "60’s did
not affect McNeil. The prisoners are
housed, assigned, and worked separate-
ly — blacks, whites, Chicanos, and homo-
sexuals. As a result, there is a long his-
tory of racial hatred, violence, and fear
at McNeil.

The strike, however, has changed all
that. So far, the administration’s at-
tempt t strike by playing
whites against blacks, or straights again-
st gays (attempts which the prisoners
document), have failed. The recurring
answer to the warden, since the begin-
ning of the strike, has been the chant:
“Black, brown, red, and white, we're
all together in the fight.”” The strike at
MQWeH may ‘be unique in the extent
that racial barriers have eonsclmsly
been broken by prisoners.

Reprisais ” 2 -
< For the inmates, thé risks are great.
To begin with, there is the possibility
of direct physical assault by the admin-
istration. Already tear gas has been
used. But, more importantly, there is
the warden’s best weapon — indiyidud
reprisals. Jimmy Martinez, for exam™
ple, has been in prison since 1944 when
he shot his commanding ‘officer during
the battle of the Coral Sea. Parker has
told him that if the strike is not finish-
ed by the end of the week, Martinez
will lose his 3,300 ““good days.”

Tommy Thomas is the spokesman of
the strike committee. He is also presi-
dent of the prison chapter of Jaycees
(Junior Chamber of Commerce). Thom-
as should be released this year. For him,
a broken strike could mean two more
years on the inside.

The demands of -the strikers include:

L

N

“visiting speakers, emnmincrl, an unm
sored pap ,lndlnmu..

center. Their major concern now is ac-
cess to the press. In spite of a court ‘
ruling to the contrary, Parker refuses to
allow the press to speak to the prison-
ers. In their own statement, the strikers
asked, “Is it not significant that when
the jailers force violence and rioting
upon the prisoners, that the prisoners
turn to the great majority of ordinary
people for.understanding and relief?"

Open the Jalis

The McNeil Island strike may fail in
the short run. In the long run, how-
ever, the strike at MicNeil, along with
the whole wave of polifical revolts with-
in the nation's prisons, will rewrite the
definition of crime. And in the process,
a new generation of revolutionaries will
be created.
On Monday, March 1, several hundred
persons gathered at the landing oppo-

: ﬂuﬂnmnm“rdlﬁm

with i strikers. |t was a beginning.
Tondlbvo-wla‘.ﬂnmm
ever, to bring any real relief to the num-
ber of captives in America’s swelling

Prisons are, after all, only one part
of the system used to control and re-
press the working people of the nation
— men 2nd women, black and white.
Into the prisons go the rebellious, the
alienated, the impoverished, and the
proud. Only a movement of working
class people can open the prisons. In

- every working class revolution, the jails

have been opened. In America, the
movement on the inside will make the
breaking of the gates that much sim-
pler.m

A Y i s
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In June 1969, the New York police
madde what they thought was a routine
raid on a bar for homosexuals, the Stone-
wall. Usually the way this works is that
the police take pay-offs from gay bars
to leave them atone. Occasionally a
bar is raided. The customers are hauled
into court and quietly pay their fines —
because if they fought the case and it
became public, they would risk losing
their jobs, This system spreads a good
deal of cash around among the cops, the
court clerks, and the city treasury.

But that June night, instead of go-
ing quietly into the patrol wagons, the
people in the Stonewall started to push
the cops back out into the street. The
cops warned the gathering crowd to dis-
perse or face arrest. The people ignored
the warning, and bottles and bricks:
started flying at the police.

Since this part of New York is heavi-
ly populated by gay people, the crowd
grew quickly. The cops sent for rein-
forcements, more people joined the
crowd, billy clubs swung, rocks and bot-
tles flew. A dozen cops and a larger
number of gay peopleiwent|to the hos-
pital. P
The crowd outside the Stonewall
was defending the simpleright to assem-
ble in peace, but this was the beginning
of a movement for the liberation of ho-
mosexuals. The nextday a new group ~
was formed — the Gay Liberation Front.
A protest demonstration was held against
police harassment.

Why Gay Liberation?

In the next months, Gay Liberation
groups sprang up in Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Detroit, Chicago, then in do-
zens of smaller cities. These groups
have picketed the police, held public
dances, protested job discrimination,
fought the banning of dancing in homo-
sexual bars. They have marched under
their own b at anti: h

y Liberation

James Coleman

and demanded recognition and equal
treatment in the radical movement.
Last June 28, the anniversary of the
Stonewall riot, was marked by gay
marches in several cities, including one
of over 10,000 people in New York.

Why Gay Liberation? The fact is
that homosexuals are subject to most
of the same kinds of oppression as oth-
er oppressed groups, including:

Job discrimination. Most people
think of homosexuals as playwrights,
hairdressers, department store clerks,
etc. That's not because all gay people
are writers, hairdressers, or clerks, but
because those are among the few jobs
where you can be known to be gay with-
out being fired.

In fact, gay men and women are found
in all economic classes, in all races, and
in all occupations — office workers, fac-
tory workers, longshoremen, teachers,
housewives. But very few jobs any-
where are open to someone who is
known to be gay. As a result, we can
only find and keep employment by liv-
ing in secrecy.

Discrimination in law and the courts.
Homosexual acts are a crime in all but
two states, carrying penalties up to life
imprisonment. These laws are some-
times enforced, but not frequently.
Much more often, laws against “‘public
indecency,”” etc., are used to harass ho-
mosexuals. Homosexual dancing, for
example, comes under “‘public indecen-
cy,” though it harms no one.

Most gay people wind up in court in
the same way: in a bar or a public
place, a plain-clothes cop invites them
to make a proposition, and if they re-
spond, the cop then busts them for solic-
#ting. These laws are used simply to get
‘pay-offs for the cops from the bars, and
pay-offs for the city, in the form of fines,
from gay people who are afraid to fight
in court. After a conviction, the victim

is usually listed as a known sex offend-
-

Physical attack. Hate and fear of
homosexuals is so strong among many
people that gay people are beaten and
even killed, and their attackers néver
punished. Gay kids in high school are
jumped, beaten, even shot at by students,
flunked or given harder work by teach-
ers who thereby encourage the students’
attacks, and refused protection by the
administration, who bear the responsi-
bility for all this harassment. The pol-
ice of course have a free hand; incidents
like the unprovoked wounding of a aus-
tomer by a cop outside a gay bar in San
Francisco last December are common.

Psychological oppression. Just as
black people and women have been
taught myths of their inferiority, gay
people are taught that they are “perver-
ted” or “‘sick.” Psychiatric theorists
continue to put forward the view that
homosexuality is a mental illness —
though recent studies have-found no
scientific evidence for this view.

These teachings have consequences
in life. When a boy or girl revealshomo-
sexual feelings, they will either be punish-
ed by parents and schools - or sent to a
psychiatrist, who will encourage them
to believe they are "'sick.” In some
state hospitals, barbaric ‘“treatments”
using electric and drug-induced shocks
are practiced on homosexuals.

Secrecy and Fear

All these aspects of oppression add
up to a life of secrecy and fear — fear of
arrest, fear that the person you pick up
may rob or kill you; fear of losing your
job or being evicted from your home;
for young gays, fear of their parents,

hers and fellow stud ; for all,

secrecy for fear of the prejudice and
hate of anyone who might find out.

Gay {gown shame — their ac-
ceptance of the idea that they are “sick,”

g

in the absencia‘l/one saying the op-~~

poiite — also contributes to this secrecy.
Unlike blacks or women, who cannot =
hide what they are and thus suffer mass
discrimination, gay people can essépe i

open discrimination or brutality — Birt

only by concealment. Thus, secrecy is

usually the most oppressive aspect of a

gay person’s life. FEE,

For this reason, the most important e

thing Gay Liberation has done is to

- break with secrecy — to"'‘come out,"”
that is, appear openly as a militant move-
ment of homosexuals. The desire-to be
done with secrecy accounts for the rap-

id growth of Gay Liberation everywhere -

a group is started.

Often, people coming to a Gay Lib-
eration meeting have never before met
other homosexuals openly. A week or
two later they may be in a demonstra-
tion or handing out leaflets — taki¥ig .
their first political action and for the
first time appearing publicly as homo-
sexuals. In doing so, they declare their
right to be gay and their pride in being
gay, both of which society denies.

At the same time, the beginning of a
Gay Liberation movement involves the .
realization that the problems of homo-

Is are not p |, but are d
by society, and can be attacked by col-
lective action.

Confrontations

After they are first formed, Gay Lib-
eration groups have grown through con-
frontations with oppressive institutions.
In less than two years, tHe movement
has picketed newspapers which carried
insulting references to homosexuals,
airlines which refused service to people
with "“Gay Power" buttons, a church
whose bishop barred Gay Liberation
from using church facilities. The move-
ment has demonstrated against Macy's
in San Francisco for allowing police har-
assment on its premises, against employ-
ers who have fired gays, against the pol-
ice themselves. In Chicago a 90% suc-
cessful boycott of the largest gay bar
forced the owners to lift a ban on dan-
cing. ™ :

Gay Liberation groufis have been
banned at several universities; forbid-
den to hold a State conference at the
University of Michigan; forbidden to
hold dances at the University_of Chica-
go — where GLF responded by holding
an unauthorized dance attended by a

. thousand gay people and supporters.

Thiar-gay people have started to

o e 4 Ie_am about power in society. [The move-

mént is very new. It could hardly have
begun if the Vietnamese and black lib-
:gfation movements, and later the wo-
men’s liberation movement, had not set
an example.

Young, educated gay people, many
with experience in the student radical
movement, began to draw connections
between the conditions these movements
fought against and the conditions of

o their own lives. (For this reason the
founders of the Gay Liberation Front
“chose a name which expressed a feeling
of identification with the struggle for
self-determination in Vietnam.) It was
natural that people with experience in
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protest movements took the lead in
forming Gay Liberation groups.

At the same time, Gay Liberation
grew quickly — mainly on college cam-
puses and in the gay seighborhoods in
large cities. In most places it is a mid-
dle class movement, composed of stu-
dents, ex-students, and younger salar-
ied workers. (Detroit, an exception, has
a sizeable number of industrial workers.)

Many had never gone to a meeting be-
fore.

Gay Women

This inexperience led to problems in
the new movement. Unlike some earli-
er homosexual organizations,-Gay Liber-.
ation g_roups believed in male and fe-
male homosexuals struggling side by
side. Butin practice, almost everywhere,
men tended to speak most. Programs
like Chicago GLF's protest against bars
really reflected the needs of the male
members (the bars are mainly for men).

Development of programs around
the women's.specific needs, as well as
a careful effort to make sure women
were treated as equals in the movement,
were needed to make Gay Liberation
really a movement for women as well as
men. The result was the same as ino-
ther protest movements — in many
cities, gay women have either formed se-
parate organizations, or autonomous
caucuses inside GLF> (Some argue
that cooperation of any kind with men
is wrong — a view with which we dis-
agree.)

Similarly, black, Chicano, and other
non-white gays have tended to form
their own organizaticng mgre in tune
with the specific probiems of their com-
munities. Groups such as transvestites™
(those who dress in the clothes of the
opposite sex) have felt a prejudice a-
gainst them in GLF, and have'likewise
formed separate groups

During the last year, the movement
has also experienced political splits bet-
ween “moderates” and “‘revolutionaries.”
This was really inevitabie, since all gay
people who wanted a direct-action ap-
proach originally flooded into the same
organization. Sooner or later, differen-
ces of strategy had to appear.

Generally, the “moderate” groups )

have concentrated only on issues of ho-
mosexual rights, and have often canvas:

sed political candidates for promises of

support. The “revolutionaries’ have in-
sisted — correctly — on the need to sup-

port struggles by other oppressed groups,

but have often been intolerant toward
gays less radical than themselves. They
have not come to grips with the need

to find programs of action which can
draw these less radical gays into activity,
and so make them more radical while
affecting the general outlook of the

gay community.

A majority of homosexuals — as of
everyone else - are working people,
both men and women, black and white.
Yet so far, Gay Liberation has made lit-
tle effort to go beyond its middle-class
beginnings. It must do so if the move-
ment is to reach the majority of homo-
sexuals. More importantly, no move-
ment can really challenge the powers in
society if it is limited to the middle class,

Program and Politics

Despite these weaknesses, the move-
ment is growing and coming together.

A national conference of Gay Liberation
groups, to be held sometime this spring,
will mark the conclusion of the first
stage of the movement's growth. If
Gay Liberation is to continue to grow,
this conference must recognize that
“coming out,” which has in effect been
Gay Liberation’s program until now, is
really only the precondition to building
a powerful movement. The conference
will have to come to grips with the
many different political perspectives
exist in the movement, and struggle to
find a common program.

In little more than a year, Gay Lib-
eration has changed both the radical
movement and the gay community. Gay
people, who had been secret in radical
organizations as everywhere else, are now
forcing these org; ions to id
their prejudices against h
In the gay community, the new pride
proclaimed by Gey Liberation can be
felt even though the majority of gays re-
main uninvolved in actual struggles.

In the gay movement itseif, involve-
ment in collective action has given many
members a new understanding of their
place in society and has made them see .
their interests as linked to those of oth-
er exploited and oppressed people. Whe-
ther Gay Liberation can go beyond these
beginnings, to start building a movement
of real social power, depends on whe-
ther it can find a clear political direction
and.s way to move beyond its present
middie-class base.m

Y-

[James Coleman is a member of the In-
ternational Socialists and is active in
Gay Liberation.]

-

D.C.12 Win

A small but notable victory in the
fight against repression took place in
Washington, D.C., when charges were
dropped against the “D.C. 12,” a group
of homosexuals arrested last November
during the ““Revolutionary People’s Con-
stitutional Convention,”

About two hundred gay activists at-
tended the convention. Late one eve-
ning, a group of four tried to get ser-
vice at the Zephyr Lounge near the con-
vention site. They made no effort to
hide their homosexuality — to look
“'straight’’ as gay people nearly always
do when in “‘straight” society. The
Zephyr's owner made no effort to hide
what he thought of gay customers — he
threw the four out.

The four returned with forty more
(all males since gay women were meet-
ing elsewhere). They went into the Ze-
phyr, sat at tables, talked to patrons,
and danced. The owner announced
that the bar was closing and ordered
everyone out. The bouncers began push-
ing the gay people toward the door and
then, when they didn’t move, started
using fists. ;

The gays fought back. Customers
joined the bouncers. Soon chairs were
crashing and beer mugs smashing through
‘the windows. The fighting spilled onto

‘the street, stopping traffic. ““We can't
let them get away with this,”’ yelled one
infuriated ““straight” man — “they’re
faggots!” " :

When the police came the crowd mel-
ted, but twelve gays were arrested af-
ter the crowd had broken up. In the
station, they were charged with destruc-
tion of property, illegal entry (though
the Zephyr was open when they entered),
and assault (unpopular people aren’t al-
lowed to defend themselves). The pol-
ice called the prisoners “fags” and “'fair-
ies,” and particularly abused the sever-
al blacks and Puerto Ricans.

During their agraignment, the racial
and class m& American courts
showed clearly. Two black prisoners
were denied permission to return to
their home cities while awaiting trial;
two whites were granted this privilege.
The judge was also more lenient to those
with more “respectable” jobs, such as
a university professor.

After several delays, the trial was
scheduled for February. ‘The twelve

r-,,_fb—'
planned a defer@® on the basis of argu-
ing that they had been\refused service

_ at the, Zephyr because of their homo-

sexuality. In a legal innovation, their 2o
lawyers argued for and won the right
to question jurors with a “voir dire” = _
a questionnaire designed to show.whe-«._’
ther the prospective juror was preju- 2
diced against homosexuals. (Previously
this had been used in cases involving
black defendents, but never for homosex- ‘w
ual defendents.) 2 '

The defense was never presented.
First, eight of the defendents could not
be identified as having been. in the Ze-
phyr, and had to be released. Then-fhe
defense charged that prosecution wit-
nesses had been allowed illegally to view
defendents in jail before the line-up
where they were supposed to be ““recog- .
nized.” One prosecution witness admit-
ted that this was true. On Feb. 18, the
prosecutor, his case collapsing, mov
to drop charges. £t

In the D.C. 12 case, as in many oth-
ers, the state attempted to punish the
victims of discrimination for resisting
their The case refil a’
new militancy among gay people, who
no longer plead guilty in fear of losing .
jobs and reputation, but are beginning
to fight their court charges. The case - -
also represents a small blow against the
go s igniof repressi

As is traditional in political defenses,
the D.C. 12 preferred to rely on con-
vincing a jury rather than appealing to
an “enlightened” judge. Though the
case never reached the jury, the refusal
of one prosecution witness to lie shows
that this reliance was not misplaced (sim-
ilarly, in Los Angeles last month, a gay
defendent was able to convince a jury
that his charges of “‘solicitation’ were a
frame-up by the arresting officer). It al-
so shows that the honesty of the ordin-
ary citizen remains an obstacle to the
government's efforts to use the courts
as rubber-stamp machines for repres-
sion.m *

[Though they have won their case, the
D.C. 12 are in debt for lawyers' fees,
etc. Donations should be sent to: D.C,
12 Defense, c/o D.C. Gay Liberation
Front, 1620 S St., N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20009. Checks payable to D.C.
GLF.}
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Yoyng Pioneers taking a lesson in irsology

il
41 N
b

Like Well-Behaved Children
North Korea Today

Throughout the length and breadth
of North Korea, write two American
visitors friendly to the regime, “we did
not see one ill-behaved or screaming
child.” Apparently to show that this
behavior is social and got biological,
they add: “Needless to say, their in-
fants cry, justlike ours.”

As seen by these two sincere fri-
ends of the regime whose'account was
published last autumn as a special issue
of the radical newsweekly The Guard-
fan, North Korea after 25 years of “'so-
cialism’* and more than a decade of
"juche" (economic and political self-re-
liance) is a land whose citizens all act
much like well-behaved children.

A major part of this 30,000-word ar- ..

ticle is devoted to picturing North Kor-
ea’s economic progress. lllustrations
show a locomotive factory, Premier
Kim 1l Sung discussing plans for a new
factory, and the like. From 1957 to
1960, the article reports, ‘‘the average
annual growth in production was 36.6
per cent.”’ ,

These are impressive achievements,
An independent, unimpeachably anti-
Communist source states that produc-
tion of electric power rose from one
billion kilowatt-hours in 1953 (the year
the Korean war ended) to 5 billion in
1956 (when recovery from the war
was completed), to 12 billion in 1963.
Steel ingots rose from 200 million tons
in 1956 to over one bilion in 1963.
And so on.

Social services have also improved.
The school population grew by 50 per
cent between 1954 and 1960, accord-
ing to the same source, Free medical
care is available to all
Guardian. Rent is a tipy fraction of in-
come.

How has all this been accomplished?
According to the Guardian, the key has
been “‘an extraordinary dictatorship of
the proletariat.”

Extraordinary indeed. Almos
whole history of North Korea s
early '50's, the Guardian implie
been one campaign for higher produc
tion and higher workers’ produ
marked by such incidents as th

according to the |

-

ling of production in a single year at one
steel mill. The Guardian does not men-
tion any strikes, or workers’ protests of
any kind, either in industry or on the
farms which were collectivized between
1953 and 1958.

According to Kim Il Sung (whom
the Guardian quotes unquestioningly)

. the huge strides in production and pro-

ductivity, requiring inputs of untold
millions of man-hours of labor, occur-
red not only voluntarily, but were “in-
itiated by the masses themselves."

The way production is run on paper
seems to bear this out. In every fac-'
tory a “factory party committee” is the
highest authority. Apparently the work-
ers control production.

In fact, however, these factory com-
mitgees are party committees — that is,

they are composed exclusively of mem-

bers of the Workers’ Party (the North
Korean Communist Party). Thus they
resemble similar committees.in Cuba
(see “ ‘Workers’ Participation’ in Cuba,”
Workers' Power, no. 29). The commit-
tee does not in fact represent all the
workers in the factory, but only the
Party fnembers.

Controlled Workers

Despite its name, the Workers Party
of Korea is not the political organiza-
tion of the Korean working class. - In-
deed, it is just the opposite, that is, the
political tool of the bureaucratic ruling
class that exploits and oppresses the
Korean people. .

Thus, the factory party committees
in Korea, like those in Cuba, are not in-
stitutions of workers’ control, but ra-
thér a method of incréasing efficiency
and pgoductivity under bureaucratie
conm;\\of disciplining the working

v

class’

/hat is involved is not workers’
control but controlled workers
The

wetual function of these commit

James Coleman

of the masses.” ]

Kim stipulated that “the higher or- -
gan helps the lower, the superior assists’
his inferiors.”” In other words, “correct
management’’ means that the managers
gather opinions from the workers, lend
a helping hand when necessary, and then
— make the decisions themselves.

Like the other Communist parties,
the Korean “Workers Party'”is a totali-
tarian party, one in which as pointed
out earlier (Workers' Power, no. 30),
“no ideas other than those of the lead-
er” are permitted. The Party member-
ship equals about one fifth of the pop-
ulation, and through associated organ-
izations such as the Socialist Working
Youth and the Women’s Democratic
Union, “virtually every citizen is repre-
sented.” This sounds very democratic.
In fact, however, a small bureaucracy

makes all the decisions. A '

Al politics are defined in terms of a
“unitary idelogy,” that is, *‘the adop-
tion, as the §ole guiding principle, of
the revolutionary ideas of comrade Kim
11 Sung . . . . He is the supreme brain of
the class and the heart of the party who
puts forward the guiding ideas. .
There is no center except him. It
an indispensable need [to] form a steel
like ring around him to strictly protect
and carry out his revolutionary ideas. N

In short, the Party is cotastetelyto-
talitarian fromd#p to pottom: “No fac”
tionalism is known to'exist in the. Work-
ers’ party today,” the Guardian declares,
apparently blissfully unaware that as
the Party and its “front” groups are the
sole legal political ofganizationsin <
North Korea, this means there isnd™ *«_
democracy. Under these circumstances,
of course, the democratic-sounding "‘fac-
tory party committees” can function
only to carry out Kim Il Sung's “'idéas,”
with a facade of participation to make
things flow more smoothly.

Totalitarianism also marks North Kor-
ea’s social life. One would think thes
Guardian writers (who themselves have
a two-year-old daughter) would think
twice about a country where children
never misbehave: does this mean child-

hood is in fact happy, or is it likelier that

childhood is drab, cheerless, and tighﬁy
disciplined? The latter impression em-

erges if the Guardian's lyrical accoun®® .

is read critically.
All children aged nine to 14, without
exception, belong to the Young Pioneers

(another organization guided exclusive-

ly by the ideas of Kim Il Sung). In
school military training begins at age 12
or sooner, with small-arms._training and ~
target practice at images of American |
imperialism. T

Adult social life is marked by an ab-
sence of men with long hair, women
with short skirts, and non-medical drugs.
In addition to Korean music, there is
some “‘classical Western music but cer-
tainly no rock n‘ roll.”

The position of women is similar to
that in other “socialist” countries. The
great majority of women are employed
— over one third in heavy industry.

This has not meant a release from house-
work, however. There are extensive
child care centers, but most women still
spend much time in housework (those
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Kim 1l Sung during visit to O‘:ong-n-nooomm lhm-

with more than three children are allow-
ed a reduced work day).

Worse than the economic position
of women, however, is their social posi-
tion. Birth control devices are not made
available and abortions are given only
for health reasons. According to the
Women's Democratic Union — whose
first task is "“to arm women with the
unitary ideology of Kim Il Sung’s ideas”
— children are one of the “five happines-
ses.” Thus married women are continu-
ally pregnant.

Sex outside marriage is not mention-
ed by the Guardian — presumably it
doesn’t happen. In North Korea sex is
not supposed to occur for pleasure, but
only for children. In life, of course,
even Kim Il Sung cannot change the na-
ture of sex. As a result, the suppression
of birth control merely means that it is
women who must run the risk of be-
coming pregnant, who must suffer be-
cause of this puritanism.

(The Guardiah also fails to mention
homosexuals in North Korea. Presum-
ably they are in the same category as
long hair and rock ‘n’ roll — officially
nen-existent. Stalinist thought finds -
homosexuality unthinkable. If sex for
pleasure is frowned on, then homosex-
uals, whose sexuality has nothing to do
with the family but only with pleasure
and perhaps love, should not exist at all.)

To the Guardian, and the political
outlook it represents — Stalinism, the
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Tradition, and Patriotism are the one
true religion, with themselves as Pope._
The third type of lifer is the out and
out nut, like the Green Beret sergeant
at Fort Jackson who spent his coffee -
breaks torturing field-mice. Itsim-
portant for thessecruit to learn how
to distinguish between these types
before he has any dealings with them.

Rivkin wisely warns that the Gl
who gets the reputation of trouble-
maker is in for 2 rough time. There
are plenty of “lsgal" “ways for any,
officer or NCO' 1o make life miser-
ible for any EM: For example: =
you can be permanently assigned
to cteamng out the mess-hall grease-
pit, transferred to Amarnca or sent
out on patrol a lot if you are in a com-
bat zone. :

The best protection against this is to
get a job that is really important to the
functioning of the unit. A really good
cook can get away with quite a bit; so
can a good mechanic or clerk.

Itis important to remember that
lifers have a great need to save face.
It in private you refuse to wax an

.

conception of socialism not as workers’
power but as elite control ““in the inter-
ests of the people” — all this is the apex
of democracy. To prove it, the authors
asked a North Korean official what
would happen if there were a leader
who did not serve the interests of the
people. The answer was, “The people
would remove him.”

The answer is an obvious sham — as
in other “Communist” countries, there
is no means by which the people can re-
move a leader short of revolution, and
revolution is no simple thing when all
political organization outside the total-
itarian party is forbidden. But more
important, this conception — that if
the people are discontented, they can
overthrow the leader — is in the tradi-
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and has revealed a truth hitherto kept
hidden from the Senate by announ-
cing that 90 per cent of the Vietnam-
ese want the U.S. out.

But as pointed out last issue, it is
not McGovern himself who pulls the
strings — he is simply the most appeal-
ing figure in the incredibly uncharis-
matic crew of “dove” Democrats. Be-
hind him stands a wing of the capitalist
class which figures that the war is al-
ready lost.

Both “hawks'’ and "doves” in fact

tion of elitist, not socialist, thought.
The idea of an elite government peace-
fully or forcibly changed from time to
time is counterposed ot the conception
held by Mrax and Lenin of mass assem-
blies with full democratic rights and the
power to dismiss any official at any time,
of society run by workers” councils.
What explains the appeal of such so-
cieties as Cuba and North Korea to

* much of the American left? In part,

their appeal seems based on their econ-
omic achievements — which, however,

are rapidly revealing their limitations — ~

and in part on the idea that there is no
alternative. In other words, people iden-
tify with elite rule in these countries
out of a lack of confidence in the pos-
sibility of rule by the mass of the peo-
ple, the workers.

A lack of confidence in revolution-
ary possibilities in this country is one
reason people turn to hero-countries
like Cuba or North Korea — as if to
say, ““Things may be discouraging here,
but there . . . .” At the same time, peo-
ple also lack confidence in the possibil-
ity of mass rule there; the idea is that
to grant political freedom would result
in imperialist forces (the CIA) taking
advantage of political divisions to pro-
mote a restoration of imperialist rule or
of capitalism. Castro has used this argu-
ment explicitly in Cuba,

On the contrary, it is in those coun-

- tries where dictatorships have been dis-

favor U.S. domination of Vietnam —
the latter simply think the game is up.
But because they support the basic im-
perialist aims of the U.S., any successes
Nixon can garner would silence their op-
position, not strengthen it.

Because of this, the conduct of the
“doves’’ will be governed-by the form-
ula: North Vietnamese-NLF successes
+ political unpopularity of the war at
home = dove courage. On their own,
they will do'nothing to end the war.

Beyond the heroism of the Vietnam-
ese, the forces which can end the war
are here at home — but not in the Senate
Rather, the anti-war movement must
look to the factories and offices where
America's anti-war majority works.m

— James Coleman
[The edhan'd&n page two presents
the International Socialist program for
the anti-war movement.]

officer’s car, he will probably try to
find another sucker or do it himself.
If you refuse the same illegal order in
front of witnesses, he'll feel obliged to
make an example of you.

Harassment is a game that ean be
played by two. Some classic EM gambits
are: sprink!ing CS powder in the order-

“ly room stove, stealing the filters from
the First Sergeant’s gas mask before a

CBW test, spitting in the soup of offic- . "«

ers who make KP's carry their trays
in the mess-hatpouring sugar in the
\gas tank of the CO’s jeep, nolding

farting contests during morning for-
mitiqn, and tattooing FTA on the
edge of the saluting hand.
Most lifers really- -befféve that
people take them seriously. To dis-
illusion them is to half destroy them.
As good as n‘: G/ Rights and Army

«Justice must be taken*with-a grain of

salt. Rivkin seems to feel that the

_abuses he describes in such detail can

be reformed away through thé com- ~
bined efforts of the rank and file-and
civilian politicians. Furthermore, he
implies that this new, impmvad‘ arm¥

=<,
placed without mass participation (such
as Ghana in Africa) that capitalism and
imperialism have been asked back by
the new rulers. Where the workers have
acted in their own name — as in_Hunga-
ry in 1956 — they have proclaimed that
“the factores and the land are the prop- “---
erty of the revolutionary working class,”
and promised to stand.with arms in
hand against a restoranegof the old
society.

The question of “progressive” dicta-
torship vs. workers! rule in backward ~*
countries is important not juston its __
own merits, but because those who ex-
cuse dictatorships in Cuba or North
Korea really have the same dlshdigl in
the possibility of workers’ sule everys
where.

If workers are.| not now re-dy to
make their class needs the law of soci-_
ety in Cuba or Korea, who can deny b
that they are also not now ready to do
so in America? So those who approve
Kim Il Sung or Castro are inclined to
support an elite which “serves 'lfle peo-
ple” in any country,

They have never md ﬁmldv &
“We are for a bureaucratic Mb
b we don't bellova the i
dmism.blovfmllmlodm 5 Ro-
ther, they hail a graveyard, where chil-
dren never cry, as a socialist soclety.

We on the contrary believe thifit or-
dinary people everywhere will becomeé
capable of ruling society, as they strug-
gle to do so. In periods of social quiet,
our belief often seems unreal — and the
claims of bureaucratic monstrosities to
represent "“progress” may seem more
real. But if we must have faith, we pre-.
fer to have faith not in ‘the all-wise bene-
volence of a Kim 1l Sung, but rather in
the potential of ordinary men and wom-
en tolearn in struggle, to broaden their
understanding of their interests, to rise
above narrow and petty aims.

1in the history of the modern work-

- ing class, this potential has been shown

in action many times — almost as many
times as benevolent elites have shown

that they can create nothing except a RS
perpetuation of class society.m

will still be capable of doing its trad-
itional job. “Discipline ... can only
be enhanced by changes that will in-

What he fails to see is that drum-
head justice and the caste system are
results as well as causes; the results of
a system which uses its troops to sup-
press workers at fiome and national
liberatiori movements Sibroad. Only
through brutality and indoctrination
can conscripts be made the tools of
the civilians in Washington. ! »

You've got to change the root to
change the fruit. An army can be no
_better than the state that uses it. A

* workers’ state, democratically con-

trolledeby the working class, con-
“cerned only with self-defensg. would
‘have no use for either sabre-rattiérs
or cannon fodder. An imperialist

+* 4tate can not survive without them.m

THAT CRUMBLING

MNOISE ! WHAT DO

You suUpPOSE IT
COULD BEZ:

1
I
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The
Money ".
Squeeze -

The current recession is widely under-
stood to be the artificial product of the
Administration, but how it has been cre-
ated remains unclear. The naticnally
syndicated columnist Sylvia Porter point-
od to the real cause of the Recession in
her column of Oct. 5, 1970, though she
refused to face up to what she revealed: -

"One of the most explosive weapons
that we could hand America's destruc-
tive young radicals would be the argu-
ment that the U.S. cannot cut war
spending and still maintain reasonably
full employment. It is hard to believe
that the Nixon administration would
make dm danyemus admission or argu-
ment." .

She goes on to tell the following an-
ecdote: i

"A few days ago, Secretary of Defense
Melvin Laird invited a small cross-section
of individuals for luncheon at the Pen-
tagon. Shortly after we sat down (we
were eight in addition to Laird and the
Deputy Secretary of Defense David Pac-
kard), Laird introducéd the conversa-
tion by summarizing how much the de-
fense budget has been cut. The figures,
by the way, are much more impressive
than you may realize.

Specifically: Defense spending in
this fiscal year will be aroung $71 billion,
down a fat $18 billiors from the 1968
Vietnam war peak and only about $4.2
billion above the pre-escalation level of

1964. The defense budget is now around
7 per cent of our Gross National Product,
down 2.7 per cent from the '68 peak
and well below the 1964 level too.

“But then Laird went on torepbrt
that since mid-'69, employment in the
military, defense-products and defense
-related industries has decreased 840,000
as against an overall rise in joblessness of
1.3 million. And he remarked with a
rueful, gracious smile: ‘This is what hap-
pens when you move so rapidly from a

w to a psacet:me economy The im-
p was ur ; the de
cuts are a prime reason for the recession
and unemployment."'

The Liberal Democrats have recently

been calling for cuts in military spending,

the attack on the ABM being the out-
standing episode of their campaign. But
it was precisely the last time the Liberal
Demor.ntl were in power that the mili-

tary. “machine was built up to its present

heights.

President Kennedy's Secretary of De-
fense Robert McNamara put forward the
strategy of 2% wars.” "t war” isa
“small”’ war like the one in Vietnam!
(We can imagine what a full war would
be like.) The military budget was to co-
ver preparations for one big war in Eur-
ope, one in Asia and a half war elsewhere
in the world.

Nixon's Defense Secretary Laird put
forward a strategy of "'1% wars.” This
meant preparations for one big war in
Asia or Europe and one small Vietnam
style war. More recently the Nixon Ad-
ministration is putting forward a strate-
gy of “"zero war,” the idea of no prepar-
ation for conventional war. N

Military budgets are planned for five
-year periods, so that if the military does
not get what it want$"from Congress in
one ygar it readjusts its requests the next
year t&xmeet its long-range goals. The
five yedr budget beginning in 1972 is sup-
posed to be an austere one:

"Defense spending will drop from
$71.8 billion in the present fiscal year

" to no more than $70 billion and possibly

as little as $65 billion in fiscal 1972. Mi-
litary strength, presently 3 million men,
will come down to 2.4 million. The ar-
my may lose six divisions, shrinking to
12.

""The navy may reduce its big aircraft
carriers from 15 to 12, and it will lose
scores-of other warships as well as some

aircraft and manpower. The air force
will lop off tactical planes, some bom-
bers and some personnel. The marine
corps will keep its three divisions and
its air wings, but will trim manpower to
pre-Vietnam war levels."

All these cutbacks concern only con-
ventional warfare. The Nixon Adminis-
tration plans to keep up the nuclear “de-
terrent’”” at full strength. 1f convention-
al wars are labelled 1% and 2%, nuclear
war might be called infinite war since it
would mean the end of civilization on
‘this planet.

The nuclear “deterrent’” only makes
sense if it actually deters, that is, pre-
vents war from breaking out. But to be
an effective deterrent it must be believed
by the other side that it is instantly rea-
dy for use and can inflict total destruc-
tion. Nuclear war is the ultimate folly
that all the imperialist powers are ulti-
mately driven to: the U.S., Britain,
France, Russia and China all have nuc-
lear weapons and even small imperialist
powers like Israel are developing them.

Until the day nuclear weapons are
used their main impact is economic; when
when they are used their impact will
mean the end of all economics. The "de:
terrent’’ system, with its intercontinental
ballistic missiles, anti-ballistic missiles,
missile-firing submarines, etc., makes up
the biggest hardware section of the mili-
tary budget.

It was precisely this deterrent system
which was cut back during the Vietnam
War. As the Johnson Administration es~
calated the war and military expendi-
tures went up, more and more workers
were employed. More money was in cir-
culation but there was not a correspond-
ingigrowth in the production of consu-
mer goods. It was materiel for Vietnam
which was produced instead.

The economic result was a rise in
prices for those consumer goods which
were available. As long as military ex-
penditures exist there are inflationary
pressures. It is particulaity when mili-
tary expenditures are stepped up that
inflation goes rapidly upward.

War and Infiation

The Nixon Administration wisely
sees that the way to curb inflation is to
strike at its cause. When Laird said that
840,000 out %ooo men thrown
out of work from 1969 to mid-1970
(65%) were war-related workers, he
shows that it has been the drop in mili-
tary spending which is responsible for
the layoffs. The increased unemploy-
ment cuts down on the consumers’ de-
mand for goods and services and slows
down the increase in prices.

The+ate of inflation has slowed down.
It was.4.7% in'1968 and 6.2% in 1969.
The highest rate of inflation was in the
first quarter of 1969 when prices rose
6.7% on an anpual bagis. By the third
quartér of 1970 they were Fising at " orr
ly" 4.2%.

The Nixon Administrationhas defin-
2en3% as an “acceptable” rate of infia-
tion. They accept the reality of a con
tinued rise in prices under the permanent
arms economy. The rate of inflation
may drop but inflation cc continues; prlc&s
do not go down, only up but not 0 rap-
idly.

The Nixon Administration may be
cutting the military budget now, but it
has already laid the basis for stepped up
military expenditures when this is nec-
essary to end the recession and get the
economy moving. The Anti-ballistic
Missile' System and MIRV-Multiple Inde-
pendently Targetable Re-entry Vehicles
(many warheads on one missle) are two
major projects.

b Tbejlxon Administration realizes

N

that the key faetoF in our economy is
the ratio of military spending to the
Gross National Product. As much as it
may displease Sylvia Porter, the U.S.
does depend on military spending for
its prosperity. - 7
""One of the most evil economic pro- »
paganda weapons that we could hand
the communists would be a voluntary ad-
mission that the U.S. needs re-_cﬁﬁi-anq
rising war spendiry portour pro- = .
sperity. Thisis propagagda the Russ:ansl
have been trumpeting siice Lenin's day. -
So writes Sylvia Porter. In fact the
Stalinist regime in Russia today is in an
altogether different pasition from the
workers state of Lenin’s day — now x;.
too has a permanent arms economy like™=
the U.S. In Russia today there is an en-
tirely separate section pf the economy
set aside for arms production, using the
most advanced technology. In acoun-,
try without a developed consumer goods
sector and with total bureaucratic state
planning replacing the market, Russia’s
permanent arms economy does not give
prosperity but is only another burden’
on the backs of the working class.

-

Symbiosis

Russia’s permanent arms economy ig
the military complement of its imperial-
ist foreign policy. The same is true for
the capitalist imperialist countries. Con- *,

ient as the p t arms ec
ies may be for them, they originated and
are justified to the American public be-
cause of their role in ""protécting” the
U.S. from the “Communist” menace.

So too the Russian rulers can justify 1)
their tremendous expenditures on mili- |~
tary goods at the expense of consumer -
goods as necessary due to the American
threat. 1 .

Both the capitalist and the bureaucra-
tic collectivist ‘Communist’* systems
feed off one another. The extension of
the Russian navy into the Mediterrean,
coupled with her increasing penetration
into the Middle Eastern and North Afri-
can states, stimulate the American
Navy’s demands for more weapons.

Each system looks carefully at the
other’s anti-ballistic missile systems to
justify its own expenditures on anti-bal-
listic missile systems. It's not just that
one weapons system stimulates another
but that one imperialist system challen-
ges another.

Recently Strategic Arms Limitation
Talks (SALT Talks) have been taking
place between the U.S. and.the U.S.S.R.
But a disarmament which restricts one
weapons system, for example ABM or
MIRV, will leave these impeialist pow-
ers free to make a new weapons system
whenever they feel their foreign policy
requires them. To end both the econom-
ic and militaly madness of the perman-
ent arms economy it is necessary %o at-
tack the social systems that produce
them.

Revolutionary socialists are for im-

iate-cut¥in military spending, but
not as a;means of creating unempley-
ment and reducing inflation. We are for
spendmg the money on socially necess-
ary Pprojects like rebuilding the cities and
building hospitals, schools and mass tran-
sit. We are also for massive tax cuts to
working people to add to their purchas-
ing power. Added taxes c2": be raised
by taxing corporate profits.

Liberals who call for cutbacks on m?
litary expenditures today ithout.speak-
ing“to the resultant unemp'-yment are
in no position to attack th - Nixon Ad-
ministration for causing the Recession.
It is necessary to attack the military ma-
~hine as a whole, and in so doing to at-
tack the capitalist social system and its
resultant economic dis! ions.m
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Workers’

Power

WE STAND FOR SOCIALISM: the
collective ownership and democratic
control of the economy and the state
by the working class. We stand in op-
position to all forms of class society,
both capitalist and bureaucratic “Com-
munist,” and in solidarity with the
struggles of all exploited and oppressed
people.

America is faced with a growing cri-
sis: war, racial strife, pollution, urban
decay, and the deterioration of our
standard of living and working condi-
tions. This crisis is built into capital-
ism, an outlived system of private pro-
fit, exploitation, and oppression. The
capitalist ruling class, a tiny minority
that controis the economy and politics
alike, perpetuates its rule by dividing
the working people against each other
— white against black, male against fe-
male, skilled against unskilled, etc. The
result is ever greater social chaos.

Workers' power is the only alterna-
tive to this crisis. Neither the liberal

| —

nor the conservative wings of the ruling
class have any answers but greater ex-
ploitation. The struggle for workers’
power is already being waged on the
economic level, and the International
Socialists stand in solidarity with these
struggles over wages and working con-
ditions, To further this struggle, we

call for independent rank and file wor-’
. kérs' committees to fight when and

where the unions refuse to fight. But
the struggles of the workers will remain
defensive and open to defeat so long as
they are restricted to economic or in-
dustrial action.

The struggle must become political.

Because of its economic power, the -

ruling class also has a monopoly on
political power. It controls the govern-
ment and the political parties that ad-

* minister the state. More and more, the
. problems

face, such as inflation and
unemploy t, are the result of politi-
cal decisions made by that class. The
struggle of the working people will be
deadlocked until the ranks of labor
build a workers' party and carry the
struggle into the political arena.

The struggle for workers. power
cannot be won until the working class,
as a whole, controls the government

and the economy democratically. This .

requires a revolutionary socialist, work-
ing class party, at the head of a unified

w.orking class, No elite can accomplish those who dare to rebel. The “Com- I

this for the workers.

Nor can any part of the working
class free itself at the expense of an-
other. We-stand for the liberation of
all oppressed peoples: mass organiza-

tion, armed self-defense, and the right -~

of self-determination for Blacks, Chi-
canos, and Native Americans; the libe-

munist” revolutions in China, Cuba and
North Vietnam, while driving out US
imperialism, have not brought workers’
power, butnnuwformufch-nociny
ruled by a bureaucratic elite,

Whether capitalist or bureaucratic-
collectivist (“Communist”) in.nature,
the ruling classes of the world fight
ly to maintain their power,

ration of wonfen ‘from subordination
in society and the home; the organiga-
tion of homosexuals to fight their op-
pression. These struggles are in the in-
terest of the working class as a whole:

the bars of racism and male Fauvinisiii |

can only prwant the establishment of
workers’ power. Oppressed groups
cannot subdrdinate their struggle to-
day to the present levei of conscious’
ness of white mﬂe worku': their in-

is y to
their fight fo« liberation. But we strive
to unite these struggles in a common

often against each other, always against
the working class and the people.
Through both domestic repression and
imperialist intervention (the US in
_ Vietnam, the USSR in Czechoslovakia),
mymmmmmmm
a world of potential and plenty.
Socialism g the direct rule of the wor-
king class itself -a.exists nowhere in the
world today.

\lie fight for the withdrawal of US
troops from sl foreign countries, and
luppor! all struggles for national self-

fight to end h ploi and
oppression. =
The struggle for workers’ power is

world-wide. Chsoppnsmlidcx-
loitation is the of

. we stand for revolutionary opposition

deter i In Vi we sup-
port the victory of the NLF over the
US and its puppets; at the same time,

wmoworkinod-me|mbhm

humanity. US corporations plund
the world’s riches and drive the world's
people nearer to starvation, while mili-'

tary intervention by thé US govern-

S T T G TSR

' WORKERS' POWER

tic ruling class. Only social-
n-n, established through world-wide
revolution, anfruhlmmnyirunu-
plmm-ndopw-dmmdﬂnmly
force able of ¢ g sociali
WORKERS’ POWER.
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South Vietnamese artillery near Laos

As February ended, the three-week-
old U.S.-South Vietnamese invasion of
Laos was becoming one of the Vietnam
war’s major battles, and posing the pos-
sibility of the first major U.S.-South
Vietnamese defeat since the Tet offen-
sive in early 1968.

At least 24,000 North Vietnamese
troops were reported taking part in the
fighting in Laos near the North Vietnam-
South Vietnam border. After the orig-
inal South Vietnarhese force of 16,000
encountered stiff resistance, an addition-
al 16,000 reinforcements were moved

up. For the first time in the war, North -

Vietnamese tank forces were directly
engaged.

Most important, for the first time
the North Vietnamese and National Lib-
eration Front troops have managed to
neutralize American air power to some
degree. Previously, no battle could be
decisively won by the North Vietnam-
ese or NLF, because American control
of the sky meant/that any enemy force
could be chopped up no matter how
well it was fighting on the ground.

Now, however, anti-aircraft fire has
been knocking American attack and res-
cue helicopters out of the sky; in some

-

incidents, North Vietnamese troops in
captured South Vietnamese uniforms
have called down American rescue heli-
copters and then shot them down. Asa
result, helicopter commanders are re-
luctant to go near the fighting.

The new developments confirm the
analysis of the Laos invasion offered in
our last issue. On the U.S. side, the in- .
vasion represents an attempt to disrupt
supply lines to the pro-Communist
troops in Cambodia and eisewhere.

The U.S. cannot hope to accomplish
this permanently; given time, the sup-
ply lines will simply be re-established,
avoiding whatever forces the U.S. has
left in the area.

However, the U.S. is trying to buy
time. It is trying to prevent pro-Com-
munist victories in Cambodia in the im-
mediate future. Lacking any popular
support and unable to control any of
Cambodia except the capital, Cambod-
ia’s pro-U.S. government is in danger of
falling in the next few months.

On the jpro-Communist side, thé strat-

egy of ‘melting away " before an Amer-
ican attack, and later returning, has been
abandoned for the first time, in favor
of an all-out defense against the invas-
ion. There are two reasons for this
change of strategy.

First, the need to defend the supply
lines. The pro-Communist forces need

to keep up military pressure on Cambod-

ia as much as the U.S. needs to take it
off; to have the flow of reinforcements
and supplies reduced or interrupted un-
til the rainy season begins might well
allow the pro-U.S. government in Cam-
bodia precious time.

-t .

Secdnd, the “Vietnamization” of
the ground fighsing — which hasn’t al-
tered the overall U.S. role as comman-
der of the South Vietnamese forces —

_has offered the possibility of iaflicting

big defeats on the South Vietnamese
troops. No troops are less reliable than ™
those fighting for a foreign occupying
power. o fioa

The Sou tnaniefe have been re-
fusing to @into pattle; unharmed troops
have mobbed hellcopters called down to
evacuate the wouhded. This lack of
fnorale, coupled with the ability to =~
shoot down American aircraft, opens
up the posstbtllty of actually def-eatmg
the invasion attempt. P

A South Vietnamese debacle in Laos~
would credte a major crisis for the Nix-
on Administration. Either.Nixon could

accept a big defeat — and give Up the 'q,__"

possibility of cutting off the supply
lines to the South — or he could send in
American troops, risking a reawakening
of major anti-war protests at hog'le.

Nixon is already making tenfative
moves in the direction of using Ameri-
can troops. It was announced Feb. 26
that U.S. troops would enter Laos to
“rescue” downed U.S. fliers “or their -
rescuers.”” The lie is'transparent g ground
troops will hardly fight across 25 miles
of Laos to pull out a helicopter crew
which could be rescued more easily by,
alocal air operation. Rather, this means
that small forces are being used to rein-
force the South Vietnamese.

Whether these small forces will grow
depends on whether Nixon thinks he
can get away with it. What is the oppo-
sition? The “dove’ forces in the Sen-
ate have condemned the Laos operation
as “barbaric;”’ McGovern has called for
setting a date for total U.S. withdrawal,

[continued on page 13]

Nell Chacker

The Army:

A review of G/ Rights and Arr_ny\.lusrice,
by Robert S. Rivkin, Evergreen B-258,
1970, $1.75.

S S N I SRS RSO
%You mean | can't have him taken out
and shot?”” — Joseph Heller, Catch 22

Some parents beat their children
every day for nothing, just to show
them what will happen if they do
something. This is essentially the way
the army works. Even super-pat-
migtic volunteers are treated to hum-
iliations that would rouse the wrath
of the ASPCA if they were inflicted
on a cocker spaniel.

The army gives no rewards for
geod behavior. The soldier who
expects to get any rights at all has to
be prepared to fight for them, fang
and claw, every inch of the way. In
Nam the practice of fragging incor-
rigible lifers has become popular,
and seems to produce excellent re-
sults. In areas where high explosives
are less readily available, other wea-

have to be used. One of these
is thig Rivkin book, a copy of which
belongs in every foot-locker.

Rivkin was drafted in 1967 and
chose to spend two years as an EM
rather than four as an officer, a
choice made by many drafted
lawyers. Although he never came
into a direct confrontation with the
brass, as did Stolte, Amick, Harvey,
Daniels, and others during those
years, he followed their cases; and he
also kept a record of the “normal”
harassments suffered by all troops.
On the basis of this experience he has

written a book for ““the Gl, the pot-
ential or prospective Gl, the military
commander, the concerned {ayman,
the national policy maker, the rad-
ical, the conservative, and the cop-
out.”

The book is 383 pages long and
packed with useful information,
about everything from induction to
the early ong the many useful
topics discussed are: what constitutes
contraband in the army, how to take
qualification exams, grass drill, the
dying cockroach position, the lost bay-
onet gimmick, the blanket parfy, the
duffel-bag ploy, doctors, chaplains and
lawyers, the MOS, KP, handling paper-
worle deferménts of all types, CYA,
MicRey Mouse, Black lifers; freedom
of speech, the right to privacy, filing

_ complaints and charges, illegal orders,

- civilian. Issues take on greater mag- g

military law, the courts-martial, con-

scwmlous objectio®® and.otffers, _
“Some of the topics, eg. haircuts,.

may seem trivial, but only to the

“hitude in the afmy because you can’t
get awvay from them. if you feel up-

tight when a cop glances at you on- &

the street, you can imagine what its
like to have them around 24 houss
a day. i

The soldier who knows his rights
and is prepared to fight for them will
usually suffer the least abuse. Most
lifers are not real militarists. They
are just lazy incompetents who trade
freedom for security. Often they
will even overlook breaches of reg-
ulations if doing so takes léss effort
than-enforcing them. -

Scarcer, but more troublesome,
are those who think that the AR's,

| \) [continued on page 13]
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