workers’ power

No.49 Jan. 21 - Feb.3,1972

.

%

Aerospace Pact Axed

President Nixon’s Pay Board con-
tinued its attack on the nation’s organ-
ized labor movement last week by ve-
toing a tentative national contract
agreement between 250,000 workers
in the aerospace industry and their em-
ployers. The proposed contract called
for an average wage increase of 12 per-
cent.

The wage package was rejected by
the Pay Board because it exceeded the
Board’s maximum allowable pay raise
guideline of 5.5 percent. Despite this
stated policy, the-Board hds accepted
higher increases in the past -- most
notably the 15 percent raise won by
soft-coal miners last November - when
militant pressure from the union ranks
made it impossible to enforce their
guideline without provoking a major
confrontation.

But in the aerospace industry, the
Pay Board felt that it could torpedo
the proposed settlement without incur-
ring any major rebellion from rank and
file workers. The quarter-million work-
ers covered in the raling are divided

between two separate unions -- the
United Auto Workers (UAW) and the
International Association of Machin-

. ists (IAM) - which makes it difficult
for these workers to organize a coor-
dinated strike, or even to apply pres-
sure on their own union representa-
tives. ;

In addition, the whole aerospace
-industry has been hard-hit by the.eco-
nomic recession of the past two years --
perhaps more so than any other indus-
try.in the country. In many plants in
[Continued on page 3]

The latest series of Jack Anderson
columns, in which he reprints a num-
ber of secret memos outlining the for-
mulation of US policy in the India-
_Pakistan war, offer a fascinating in-
sight into the inner workings of the
Nixon administration. What they con-
ceal, h , isjustas i ing as
what they reveal.

Briefly, the Anderson papers show
that Nixon took a hard pro-Pakistan
stance before and during the war; and
that this position brought disagree-
ment and passive resistance from the
rest of his administration. What is not
revealed is just why Nixon and his bur-
eaucrats took the differing positions
that they did.

That Nixon is pro-Pakistan was
hardly a secret. He said not a word
when Yahya Khan overturned the Pak-
istani elections, suppressed the winning
Awami League, and sent troops to
East Pakistan to slaughter a million
Bengalis and drive ten million refu-
gees into India. Yet when the war
started Nixon was quick to condemn
India as an agressor, push a cease-fire
resolution through the United Nations,
and send the nuclear aircraft-carrier
Enterprise into the Bay of Bengal.

The secret memos indicate that he
was prepared to go even further: to
supply US arms to Pakistan - in viola-
tion of the 1965 and 1871 embargoes --
through Jordan and Saudi Arabia. Yet

all the while, administration spokes-

ere hotly protesting that the US
was “neutral” in the war and supported
neither India or Pakistan.

Like the Pentagon Papers last year,
the Anderson revelations have once
more d d that

holesale lying is dard proced:
for the US government ~ lying, that is,
not to other governments especially,
who were well aware where Nixon
stood all along, but to the American |
people. At this point the credibility
gap has grown so large that if Nixon
announced the sun will rise tomorrow,
many people would start anarim for
eternal night.

[Continued on page 5]




WE STAND FOR SOCIALISM:
collective ownership and democratic
control of the economy and the state

the

by the working class. We in op-
position to all forms_of-tlass society,
both capitalist and bureaucratic “’Com-
munist,” and in solidarity with the
struggles of all exploited and oppressed
people.

America is faced with a growing cri-
sis: war, racial strife, pollution, urban
decay, and the deterioration of our
standard of living and working condi-
tions. This crisis is built into capital-
ism, an outlived system of private pro-
fit, itation, and i The
capitalist ruling class, a tiny minority
that controls the economy and politics
alike, perpetuates its rule by dividing
the working people against each other
— white against black, male against fe-

_ male, skilled against unskilled, etc. The
result is ever greater social chaos.

Workers’ power is the only alterna-
tive to this crisis, Neither the liberal

nor the conservative wings of the ruling
class have any answers but greater ex-
ploitation. The struggle for workers®
power is already being waged on the
economic level, and the International
Socialists stand in solidarity with these
struggles over wages and working con-
ditions. To further this struggle, we
call for independent rank and file wor-
kers’ committees to fight when and
where the unions refuse to fight.  But
the struggles of the workers will remain
defensive and open to defeat so long as
they are restricted to economic or in-
dustrial action,

The struggle must become political.

Because of its economic power, the.

ruling class also has a monopoly on
political power. It controls the govern-
ment and the political parties that ad-
minister the state. More and more. the
problems we face, such as inflation and
unemployment, are the result of politi-
cal decisions made by that class. The
struggle of the working people will be
deadlocked until the ranks of labor
build a workers’ party and carry the
struggle into the political arena.

The struggle for workers’ power

‘cannot be won until the working class,

as a whole, controls the government
and dm aoonomy demouatm“y This

ialist, work-
|ngclaspanv nthehudofaumﬁod

i

Brany parker and Johnny hart

-

working class. No elite can accomplish
this for the workers.

Nor can any part of the working
class free itself at the expense of an-
other, We-stand for the liberation of
all oppressed les: mass organiza-
tion, armed séf-defense, and the right
of self-determination for Blacks, Chica-
nos and all national mmounes,me hbe-

those who dare to rebel. The “Com-
munist” revolutions in China, Cuba and
North Vietnam, while dnvmg out S

have not k rs’
powe(, but a new form of class society,
ruled by a bureaucratic elite.

Whether capitalist or bureaucratic-
collectivist (“Communist”) in nature,
the ruhng classes M the world fight

to in their power,

ration of women from
in society and the home; the organiza-
tion of homosexuals to fight their op-
pression. These struggles are in the in-
terest of the working class asa whole'

X oﬂen against each other, always against -
the working class and the people.
“Through both domestic repression and '

-|mpu'|alm intervention (the US |q

the bars of racism and male ck
can only prevent the establishment of
workers’ power. Oppressed groups
cannot subordinate their struggle to-
day to the present level of conscious-
ness of white mala workers. their in-
org is y to
meur fight for liberation. But we strive *
to unite these struggles in a common
fight to end human explomnon and

oppression.

The struggle for workers' power is
world-wide. Class oppression and ex-
g ition of

Vv , the USSR in Czechoslovakia), |
-they perpanm misery and poverty in
a world of potential peace and plenty.
Socialism — the direct rule of the wor-
Kking class itself — exists nowhere in the
world today.

We fight for the withdrawal of US
troops from all foreign countries, and
support all struggles for- national self-
determination. In Vietnam, we sup-
port the victory of the NLF over the
US and its puppets; at the same time,
we stand for revolutionary opposition
by the working Class to the incipient

tic ruling class. Only social-

ploitation is the

us i plunder
the world's riches and drive the world’s
people nearer to starvation, while mili-
tary intervention by the US govern-
ment, serving these corporations, awaits

ism, esmbushed through world-wide

I , can free ity from ex-
i and PP and the only
force ble of buildi ialism is

WORKERS’ POWER.

AFSCME

In an unprecedented victory, the
clerical staff of Eastern lilinois Univer-
sity swept the polls with a landslide
votz in a'representation election on
Wednesday, December 15, 1971.
AFSCME (the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employ-
ees) Local 981 was the sole unionon

_ the ballot.

Already on the campus Local 981
represents the maids, cooks, and jani-
tors. The clericals were the only non-

VICTORY

Jane Anderson

enough interest was shown to include
twenty-two clerical classifications in
the bargaining unit. Out of 163 poss-.
ible votes, 141 cast their ballots. The
final official count was 84 votes in
favor of AFSCME as opposed to 57
against.
The election victory at Eastern has
the distinction of being the first time
. that the majority of clerical employees
at any public institution in lllinois
have been orgamzed The victory at

academic employees not organized on
the campus.
After a five month organizing drive,
S

linois Uni y will pave the
way for future orgamzmg drives both
in lllinois and nationally.
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Woodcock angrily condemned the
Pay Board's ruling as “arbitrary and
capricious.” ‘“This is a naked power
play,” he added. "It would be good
for the country if it (the Pay Board) :
never met again.” d

But Woodcock had nothlng to say
about effective action to fight the rul-
ing. His only response was to announce
that the unions would file suit in Fed-
eral Court in an attempt to overturn
the ruling. Woodcock should know
that this suit has little chance of suc-
cess, however; the Board's right to
rule on labor contracts has already
been established by rulings in Federal
Courts dominated by Nixon appoin-
tees,

And despite his statement that the
Board “should never meet again,”
Woodcock again failed to resign his
position on the Board, as one of the
five labor representatives. 1AM Presi-
dent Fred Smith is also one of labor's
representatives on the Pay Board, and
he too has failed to take the obvious
step of ending his criminal collabora-
tion with Phase I1.

Now, more than ever, it should be
clear that the continued participation
of Woodcock, AFL-CIO President
George Meany, and ather labor “lead-
ers”’ on the Pay Board serves only to
provide a public facade of impartiality -
for the Board's consistently anti-labor
rulings.

The defeat of the aerospace work-
ers is in reality a defeat for all workers
in America; it can only add momentum
to the anti-labor drive launched by
Nixon. And, because of their contin-
ued presence on the body which serves
as the major tool in this attack, Leonard
Woodcock and his fellow union bur-
eaucrats must be regarded as parties to
= > Sl that defeat. No matter how many an-
trade union movement. gry statements they make, their inac-

And the initial reaction to the rul- tion speaks far louder than their

quired two-thirds majority.

[Continued from page 1] :
: Now, even the inadequate increase

California and Washington state, as

much as 50 percent of the workforce

‘has been laid off, with little prospect °

of recall in the near future.
In Seattle, Washington, a city

~whose local economy is almost entirely .

' dependent on major aerospace produ-

“ cers Boeing and Lockheed, the official . ~

unemployment rate has reached an ir.-
credible 30 percent of the workforce.
Employment at United Aircraft’s gi-
ant Pratt and Whitney engine plant
outside of Hartford, Connecticut -
tthe largest factory in the state - has
dropped from 22,000 to 16,000 over
the last two years.

These conditions have produced
great insecurity within the ranks of
aerospace workers, and this has had a
major effect on their willingriess to
fight around their demands. When the
12 percent contract was first an-
nounced — before the Pay Board ve-
toed it - workers in many plants ex-
pressed dissatisfaction. But when con-
‘fronted with the hard choice of ac-
cepting it, or hitting the bricks in a
strike that-few of them felt would
wring much more out of the compan-
ies, most workers reluctantly voted to
accept the contract.

At Pratt and Whitney, for example,
the 1AM local president Justin Ostro
spoke in favor of a strike - recognizing
rank and file resentment at the pro-
posed contract - but in a way calcula-
ted to undermine strike sentiment, em-
phasizing that strikers faced company
cancellation of their insurance and
low strike benefits from an already de-
pleted national strike fund. The strike
vote still carried, but not by the re-

offered by the industry has been taken
from the aerospace workers, simply be-
cause the Pay Board was willing to bet
that they could veto the pact without
facing a serious challenge from the

ing, from union officials, bears out the
Pay Board's judgement. UAW Interna-
tional President Leonard Woodcock is-
sued a statement on January 8 which

was full of angry words, but little else.

Racism,
Sexism In
Trucking

words.m

[Adapted from an article by Ken
Fireman in The Fifth Estate, Japuary

15, 1972.]

L

On Dec. 4, the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission charged that
“‘women, blacks, and Spanish-surnamed
Americans” are excluded from all but
t!ln lowest paying jobs in the trucking

dustry. The C ission suggested
that the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion (ICC) with the power to license
trucking companies “would be the best
able to eliminate the shameful pattern
of trucking industry discrimination.”

The only response of the American
Trucking Association, representing the
companies, was to claim that there is
no lawful basis to justify the ICC regu-
lating hiring practices. Apparently the
ATAMawyers are unaware of a recent
Supreme Court ruling concerning the
ICC and the Railroads, which said that
the ICC in fact is responsible for the
welfare of employees in the industry.

The industry’s own statistics for
1970 show that blacks hold 7.3 percent
of the jobs in the industry, but only
2.4 percent of the white collar jobs and
only 61 of 7,600 sales jobs. 93 percent
of all women in the industry work in
office and clerical jobs. Only 2.2 per-
cent of management jobs are held by
women.®

o
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The Indo-Pakistan war has decis-
ively shifted the balance of power in
South Asia. It has also postponed the

hi of an ind
Bangla Desh for quite some time.

Indeed, independence is now fur-
ther off than it was before the Indians
converted the struggle into an Indo-
Pakistan war. For now the struggle
for an indeperident Bangla Desh is
completely locked into the general
struggle of Indians against the Indian
ruling class. At the moment, that bat-
tle is less promising than the old war
of Bengalis on the Pakistan ruling

1. PAKISTAN

For the rulers of Pakistan, the war
is only the climax of catastrophe.

Last March, the army moved into East

Pakistan (East Bengal) to smash the
most powerful challenge to its rule in
Pakistan's history, the movement for
.an independent Bangal Desh. The bru-
tality, of that oppression laid waste the
province. It drove out of the country
into India 10 million refugees.

Rarely have the policies of a contem-
porary government been such a com-
plete disaster. Despite the utmost
savagery the rulers of Pakistan lost
well over half the population, not to
genuine independence but to their most

. consistent rival, India. |

The institution around which the
whole concept of Pakistan was built,
the army, suffered a crippling defeat
in what it claimed was its main reason
for existence ~ fighting Indians. Even
on the western front it lost far.more
territory than it gaiped and is in no
position at all to bargain for what it
hoped would save its face, a bit of.
Kashmir.

Pakistan is now a dwarf beside the
Indian giant. The Indian army has
demonstrated its unrivalled military
superiority. The Indian generals have
grown to be nine feet tall, and increas-
ingly their shadows will grow long, not

- just over India and Pakistan, but over
the whole of south Asia.

Politically, Pakistan’s back has been
broken. One general -- Yahya Khan --
has fallen. His prime minister and de-
puty prime minister (Bhutto), with a
host of others, led the way in denoune
ing him as little better than an Indian
spy. In this way, they worked to in-
herit the peace.

But what they have inherited could
- just as easily destroy them. The Paki-

stan people have been fooled for a
long time by anti-Indianism and mili-
tarism. Bhutte has nothing to offer
them except the same brew with more
pepper, but in a very much smaller .
cup

Paki: " ~n needed its, Eastern Pro-

vince to help support a military esta-
blishment of 302,000 men, costing -
officially -- 53 percent of the budget
of Pakistan before the war. The costs
of the war, the loss of East Pakistan,
and the huge cumulative foreign debt
(equal to a fifth of all the foreign ex-
change earning of the former unified
Pakistan, of which the East produced
about a fifth of the exports) will not
just force a brutal contraction of the
military, it will also make very difficult
any expensive leftist adventures by
Bhutto. i

In any case, Bhutto's rhetoric has
already frightened parts of the army
and the conservative ruling order.
He will have to make considerable con-
cessions to them to be trusted, while
his own followirig might develop more
intransigent ambitions. ;

Tragically, the cii of
massive military defeat for a people
still passionately committed to war on
India are hardly promising for a revo-
lutionary of oppositi
The anti-Indian chauvinism which al-
ways robbed radical movements in
West Pakistan of their most powerful
weapon against the ruling class still
reigns supreme.

The generals and Bhutto may find
it necessary for their own survival to
make growling noises at the 22 fami-
lies that control Pakistan capitalism -
even to expropriate some or all of
them. The various aspirants for power
in the ruling class can play leapfrog in
coup and counter coup. But in the ab-
sence of an organized revolutionary
party that has unequivocally abandoned

. Pakistani chauvinism (and the reliance

on the military which that chauvinism
requires), no progressive way out of

- Pakistan’s crisis will be found.

2.INDIA

Shape Of
The Indian
continept

In India, Indira Gandhi has emerged
with a position of power unrivalled
since independence. She has, at very
little cost, achieved the central aim of
Indian foreign policy since 1947, the
reduction of the threat of Pakistan.
She has also escaped with glory from
the dangers facing her at home.

Last March, the Prime Minister won
a massive electoral victory on what
was claimed to be a left-wing program.
She pledged herself to achieve a family
income of Rs. 100 (£5.50) per month
by 1975, and create half a million jobs
this year.

The refugees who fled from East
Pakistan, and the war, gave the govern-
ment a marvellous opportunity to es-
cape all these promises. War and vic-
tory will, at least temporarily, swamp
any domestic critics, giving Gandhi
complete power to squeeze, rather than
increase, mass consumption.

The Indian Left (including the
“Communist Party of India, Marxist”')
were loyal to Indian chauvinism to the
end. They made no challenges of
Indira Gandhi’s war policy. In Novem-
ber, Gandhi suddenly announced that
the presence of West Pakistani troops
in East Bengal was a theat to Indian
security - for the first time since 1947.

She went further. Just as Yahya
Khan denied any independent role to
the Bengalis by saying the whole revolt
was the result of Indian intrigue, so
Indira Gandhi began to argue that the
refugees had been driven out of East
Pakistan by the Pakistani army to
roce India to concede Kashmir.

The attitude of the Left meant that
it could direct only minor criticisms at
the reintroduction of the Preventive
Detention Act last June (some-squeam-
ish critics changed the name to the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act),
the even more far-reaching Defense of
India Act, the arrest of countless *‘un-
desirable elements,” the escalation of

PRIME MINISTER GANDHI
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inflation and military expenditure,
the cancellation of the State Assembly
elections (originally scheduled for next
February, now put off until March,
1973), and so on.

On the first day of the Lok Sabba
winter session, Gandhi preyailed,on the
opposition parties to withdraw their
censure motions. The workers have
been told not to rock the boat {to end
strikes, withdraw “‘excessive” pay
claims, work harder, etc.). The army
the Left has been supporting in East
Bengal will now turn upon Indian so- .
cialists if they dare to be impertinent.

Nothing now checks Indian domi-
nation of south Asia. Given Indian de-
pendence on Russian arms, that means
the Soviet Union now has a powerful
dominating role in the Indian Ocean,
Russia’s triumph is the defeat of the
US and China. The US relied on the
checkmate of India and Pakistan, being
able to manipulate each separately.
Now it cannot.

For India, the policy of nonalign-
ment is now dead, except as a thread

- in propaganda hypocrisy. Dependence

upon the Soviet Union has now be- . .
come very great, and the Indian Govemn-
ment is likely to find itself in the un-
enviable position of Egypt, snared ina
web of Soviet interests.

3.BENGAL DESH~

The new Bangla Desh state is born
in the most unpromising circumstances.
Before last March’s events, it was one
of the poorest countries in a poverty
stricken continent. Now, it has not
recovered from last year’s cyclone
(200,000 dead), let alone this year's
succession of civil war, savage Paki-
stani occupation, and now Indian in-
vasion and occupation. Oni top of that,
the Indians will be trying to shove
back into East Bengal ten million refu-
gees when their land and homes have
already been scooped up by someone
else.

The political force created in a
real struggle for independence might
have been able to establish some sta-
bility in these desperate circumstances,
provided it was clear the threat of
Indian domination was already being
neutralized by a revolutionary move-

. ment in India. But no such force has

been created.

The Indian army has destroyed the
hopes for an independent Bangla Desh.
The Indian government has outflanked
the guerillas, and has not been chal-
lenged at home while doing so.

The appalling repression by the
Pakistan military has indeed been
ended. But that -- despite the joy of
the crowds in Dacca -- is not the same
as independence. The Indian govern-
ment will be delighted if the Bengalis

PRESIDENT BHUTTO .




are satisfied with an “independence”

. which means no more than the trivial
symbols of a State - a flag, a president,
aseat in the United Nations. Those are
things the Indians, if not the Pakistanis,
can easily concede.

But the right of Bengalis to decide
the affairs of East Bengal, regardless of
the Indian ruling class, is quite a differ-

_ent matter. Indeed, at the moment,
the new government has only Indian
power to protect it from Bengalis. The
war will not produce an independent
government, only a puppet on strings
pulled from Delhi.

As an Indian general putit:—~

"We are taking territory and are not
ashamed of it. Bangla Desh must sim-
ply be ours if it is to remain stable.
Some semblance of democracy can be
created but no one in Delhi or else-
where pretends that is the real reason
we are here. Bangla Desh will be like
Calcutta, which we keep firmly under
our thumb from Delhi, with no non-
sense of local autonemy." (Sunday
Times, December 19)

The sleek Awami League gentlemen
from Calcutta who have travelled to
power in the tail of the Indian army
cannot create their own power by ma-
gic. They are eager to establish their
position, but that depends entirely up-
on the Indians. Independence by
proxy is no independence at all. In-
deed, so weak is the new government,
it must inevitably continue to rely for
a long time on Indians, in the army,
the senior administrators and police-
men now drafted into East Bengal by
Delhi, and on Indian handouts.

During the war, the Mukhti Bahini
guerillas became, whether they know
it or not, Mrs. Gandhi’s public relations
men. The Indian army directly super-
vised the guerilia training camps, and
the Indian Government both propped
up the Provisional Government of Ban-
gla Desh in Calcutta and supervised its
relationships to other bodies. When |
the campaign started, the guerillas were
there to acf as runners for the Indian
army, not fighters for independence.

Today, the small inner core of the
Mukhtl Bahini can no-doubt be ab-
sorbed in the new.State as army and
police, although the Indians will se-
verely circumscribe their power and
prerogatives. But the mass of young
men with guns cannot. The Indians
know it and are moving rapuﬁy fo.try
to disarm them.

For these young.meri, resentful that
they who foaght de East Bengal are
offered noy 3 return to Ihmr olt

i ho v

3f the

gle 1
begin.

new i

M(.nwhsie. the border with India
is too long for the Indians to bottle up
Bengali poverty outside of india. Gun
running and the exchange of political

cadres across the border -- the other
side of the coin to the flood of Indian
carpet baggers into East Bengal - al-
most certainly will spread the chronic
revolutionary infection into Indias .
heartiands.m

[John Ashdown'is a member of the
British International Socialists.]
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NIXON
MEMOS

CONTINUED FROM
PAGE 1

Anderson’s memos also offer us --
again like the Pentagon Papers - an in-
teresting study of the mechanics of
US imperialism. Neutrality? Treaties?
National sovereignty? International
law? -- they. are all so much rhetorical
window dressing, to be taken up or
discarded at will, used to hide the real
relationships among competing powers.

The US government will do what-
ever it can get away with to achieve its
ends (its problem is that recently it
has been able to achieve less and less).
To placate.public opinion, it announces
an embargo on arms to Pakistan’s US-

trained-and-equipped army. To try to
hold back India, it makes plans to send
arms to Pakistan secretly through oth-
er nations.

STRANGE COURSE

At the same time, one can’t help
but feel that all this seems a strange
course for such a crafty politician as
Nixon to follow, especially preceding
an election. The public was solidly op-
posed to any actions that might involve
the US in a new war

Those who knew anything about the
situation were pro-Bangla Desh. Most
politicians, Republican and Democrat,
were in favor of either a pro-India posi-
tion or one that was critically neutral
towards both. 2

Nixon even complained (through
Kissinger) that the of his own
inner circle were ““not being tough
enough on India” and “not tilting in
favor of Pakistan.” Confirmation of
their disaffection with Nixon's poli-
cies was provided by the speed with

* which the “secret” documents were

leaked to Jack Anderson.

+ Some attempts have been made to
discover just why Nixon and his oppo-
nents lified up the way they did. Most
of the explanations have been grossly
superficial.

One such is that Nixon simply likes
Yahya Khan and dislikes Indira Gandhi,
possibly because of the way they comb
their hair
out

1
it

cause it is‘a
of them have demo

abolished all democratic rights as soon
as the war crisis broke out

FAITHFUL FRIEND

One factor underlying Nixon's stub-
born support for Pakistan may well
have been a desire to shore up his new-
found friendship with China. China
backs Pakistan as the enemy of its
enemies Russia and India. Nixon
must have been reluctant to offend
China by refusing to help Pakistan,

. since so much is riding on his upcom-

ing visit to China (his election-year
prestige, his hopes to use Chinese in-
fluence to minimize the Vietnam de-
feat, his need for a powerful ally to
counterbalance the growing role of
Japan in Asia).

CON?INMENT _

Also, Nixon may have doubted the
ability of the Indians to keep a tight
reign on Bengla Desh once thg Paki- .
tanis were kicked out. Neither Nixon

" nor his pro-India advisors has any sym-

pathy with a genuinely independent
Bengla Desh. If India were to fail to
replace Pakistan’s brutal domination

" with a more subtle hegemony of its

own, then all sorts ‘of oppressed nation-
alities throughout the Indian subconti-
nent -- the West Bengalis, the Tamils,
the Punjabis; in Kashmir, in Nagaland,
in the Mizo country -- might begin de-
manding independence too. Thesta-
bility of the whole region could be
undermined.

Yahya Khan
T TR s T )

Both Nixon and his advisors want
to see the basic status quo preserved.
Their differences were really tactical
ones, whether “/law and order’’ ‘could
best be inflicted upon the Bangalese
by the Pakistanis or the Indians.

Nixon may have feared that once
the Bangalese had seen their Pakistani
oppressors defeated, they would be in
no mood to bend their necks for a
Hindu yoke. Many of thdse who spoke

against Pakistani terror in Bangla Desh
are now demanding that India occupy
the area indefinitely and disarm the

Nukti Bahini, with the best liberal and
humanitarian motives of course. z

But Nixon's decision to stk with
Pakistan despite the risks involved was
primarily motivated by the need to
contain India.

Both Pakistan and tndla have al-
ways been loyal members of the capi-
talist camp, despite India’s erstwhile
""neutralist’” pose; the Indian bour-
geoisie is well aware that its fate in the
last analysis is tied to that of capital-
ism as a world system. But in the
short run, India has imperial designs of
its own, and is by no means content to
stagnate as a docile subordinate to
American power.

As a result US strategy in the Indian
subcontinent for years has been based
upon playing Pakistan off against In-
dia. Pakistan’s military establishment,
the most powerful social force in the
country, is in part’a US creation. The
US has always underwritten Pakistan’s
strength in order to limit india’s" °
ambitions and hold off Russian pene-
tration into the area.-

Thus, whatever the costs, Nixon
could hardly sit idly by while India re-
duced Pakistan to Mhldow of its for-
mer self.

IMPOTENT GIANT

Nixon’s main error was overestima-
ting his ability to bluff India. The gam-
bit could only have succeeded if he had
been capable of massive military inter-
vention on the side of Pakistan. But
neither the public nor the rank and
file of the army were in any mood to
tolerate such adventures.

Any attempt to send troops to
Bangla Desh would have produced a
response that d have made the
Vietnam war |gok likg the Fourth of
July. Neg‘doubt Nixgh knew this!*Now
he knows that Indira'Gandhi knew'ft’
to0. > s

The willingness of someone of?e:"
Nixon's own staff to reveal the tM#th
about the US role in the war und@r/"'%
scores the magnitude of the Ametitdi’~
defeat on the Indian subcontinént}’
Pakistan has been humbled, India'hadé"”
been unleashed; China has been éHibar
rassed, Russia’s position has beerf greéf
ly enhanced.

A great, howling, impotent giatit, '
US imperialism has been bested once'™” °
more, Its hands have been tied hy the
unrest of its own people.m :

[ e

Kissinger “‘briefs” the Washington press
i ——
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The strike of New York telephone
plant workers is now nearly six months
old. With no change of position on the
part of the company or the union, the
strike remains an apparent dead-lock.

The attempts at ’high level” bar-
gaining made by Communications
Workers of America President Joe
Bierne don’t seem to have netted even
enough for'Bierno to drum up a sell-
out. The company’s intransigence re-
mains equalled by the determined re-
sistance. of the workers and their will
to beat the Bell System.

The company has been able to main-
tain a minimum level of telephone ser-
vice jn;New York, and thereby prolong
thestrike, in part because they have
been importing management personnel
from other Bell System companies to
work in New York. For menths mem-
bers of the United Action caucus in
CWA Local 1101 have urged the local
to send pickets out-of-state to close
down companies who have been send-
ing the scabs to New York.

But 1101 President, Rickie
Carnivale has steadfastly refused to do

The Equal Employment Opportun-
ities Commission (EEOC) recently re-
leased a report exposing the racist and
sexist structure of the Bell System.
[S8¢ Workers' Power No. 48]. While

. this report adequately described ra-
cist and sexist hiring and placement
policies, it hardly touched the surface
of the day-to-day humiliation faced by
workers on the BellSystem plantation.

The following incident is typical.
Black operators at the Central Office
serving the Harlem community in New
York face constant harrassment, and
recently staged a walk-out. In Decem-
ber, a black operator asked for one
day’s unpaid leave to attend to her fa-
ther who was seriously ill. White Traf-
fic Manager Katheryn Wilcox refused
her request. Shortly afterwards, a

.
-

. sey telep
were hit, with equal success.

» cause her dog had died. Katheryn Wil-

alliance becomes a reality.m

/- “

this, or anything that might antagonize
Joe Bierne. Finally, however, union
Vice-President, Ed Dempsey decided <
to push this program himself.

FLYING SQUADS

Several weeks ago, car loads of 1101
members descended on telephone build-
ings in Newark, New Jersay. New Jer-
sey telephone workers, most of whom
are in the International Brotherhood
of Electrical Workers rather than the -
CWA, recognized the lines and gave the
New York strikers a warm response.
Following this success, other New Jer-
and garage:

Ianh Taileds

Simultaneously, members of CWA
sister Local 1106, in Westchester Coun-
ty, hit buildings in Connecticut. Ev-
erywhere the response was great.

These first out-of-town trips were
all within CWA District 1, the admini-
strative district including New York, -
New Jersey, and New England. ‘While

_there was some grumbling from the

International, District Director Morton
Barh said the picketing was “‘alright"

white operator asked for a day off be-

cox said yes to this woman's request.
The black operators at the Harlem
Central Office are not sitting still for
this sort of racist harrassment; they are
beginning to organize themselves for ac-
tion. They want to bring together all
operators, black and white, who are
willing to fight. They are asking help
from the striking craftsmen (mostly
white), and from the Harlem commun-
ity.
An alliance must be built of all tele-
phone workers to fight the in common
enemy, the Bell System, and its racism
and sexism. Doubly victimized by
Bell, black women workers will very
likely play a leading role when such an
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so long as it remained within District 1.
Shortly after the New Jersey demon-
stration, however, Ed Dempsey and
two other 1101 members flew to De-
troit and appeared as a picket line in
front of one of Detroit's major Central
Offices.

Again, the response of the Detroit
workers, and even local CWA officials,
was friendly and cooperative. The
building was closed down as long as
the picket line was maintained (which
unfortunately was only for about two
hours).

Now the grumblings from the Inter-
national became louder. There were
rumors about threats to withdraw the
Defense Fund.

When confronted directly, all the
Joe Bierne, have denied that they
would take such a step. It does in fact
seem unlikely that they would with-
draw Defense Fund money from New
York, since such a move would em-
broil the CWA in a wave of seccession-
ist movements among its largest locals.

Black
Operators
Fight

RS R Crue NN L i
The International bureaucracy is |;p-
posed to out-of-state picketing, but
does not dare condemn it publicly.

The out-of-state pickgting was re-
sumed just before Christmas, when sey-
eral carloads of 1101 members travelled
to Philadelphia and Washington, D.C.
Again the response of workers every-
where was one of solidarity and sympa-
thy. ]

Particularly in Washington, where
plant and traffic workers (operators)
are all in CWA, dozen of workers went
out of their way to aid the New York '
strikers in closing down several build-
ings for the entire day. Members of
the Washington plant local, Local 2336,
invited the 1101 members to their
union meeting, where they collected
money for the strikers and gave a moy-"
ing demonstration of their solidarity.

RANKS MUST ACT

The outstanding fact about all the
out-of-state picketing -- and more is
certain to follow - is that it has been
carried out by rank and file union mili-
tants and some leaders without the sanc-
tion of the Local and despite the disap- .
proval of the International. Clearly an
effective means to combat out of state
scabbing, these long range “flying
squads’’ (at least one of which actually
flew) represent the kind of bold and
imaginative action that is needed to de-
feat a monster like the Bell System.

As we have pointed out in past is-
sues of Workers' Power, Bell has the
support of the government, the courts,
and the rest of the employing class.
The winning of even small concessions
from “Ma Bell” requires a national re-
sponse, which the out-of-state picket-
ing can help to create, and the support
of the rest of the laber movement,
particularly'in New York City and
State.

Whatever the immediate future of
the telephone strike, the strikers have
already shown that determined rank
and file militants can force the labor
bureaucracy to do certain things, in-
cluding get out of the way. Those who
sit around and wait for “‘the union’ to
do it, by which they mean the union
leaders, will always be disappointed.
Those who believe that nothing can bé
done, that “they” are too powerful,
are also wrong.

With a strategy and an understand-
ing of what the real power relation-
ships are, mass rank and file action can
change things. Such action can, and
may yet, win the New York Telephone
strike.m ]




As the militants of the Movimiento

Pro Independencia raised their clenched -

fists to sing the battle march of work-
ing class revolution - the Internation-
ale - they proclaimed the Partido So-
cialista Puertorriqueno. The decisions
reached at the November assembly in
Bayamon, Puerto Rico are an impor-
tant step forward for both the organi-
zation and for the fight for indepen-
dence and socialism in Puerto Rico.

The name change from Movimiento
Pro Independencia (M.P.I., Movement
for/Independence) to Partido Social-
ista Puertorriqueno (P.S.P., The Social-
ist Party of the Puerto Rican People)
represents a crucial char;gf;-e/ixvpvlitical
strategy for the organization. Juan
Mari Bras, Secretary General of the
new P.S.P., said that the time is ripe
for the recruitment of thousands of
workers into the new party.

This development can completely
change the direction and character of
the independence movement, previous-
ly dominated by professionals, intel-
lectuals, students, and others from the
middle class.

Underscoring the change in strategy
is the tremendous ferment apd growth
of independence sentiment and radi-
calization among Puerto Rican workers
and youth. The recent mass march of
100,000 people on September 12 (see
Workers’ Power No. 45) and the work-
ers demonstrations against Nixon's
anti-labor legislation are just a preview
of what is to come.

WORKERS REPUBLIC

At the November conference the
P.S.P. stressed the necessity to fight
for a democratic socialist workers re-
public. Four cornerstones of their pro-
gram were passed: (I) Independence
for Puerto Rico, (2) Reconquest of the
Puerto Rican heritage, (3) Socialization
of the means of production by the
working class, and (4) Use of re‘volu-
tionary violence as y ag
the repressive violence of the rulers.

The fundamental goal of the new
party is: -

"The transformation of the colon-
ial-capitalist structure existing in Puerto

. Rico into a Democratic Socialist Work-

ers Republic of Puerto Rico. . .ruled by
the working class in alliance with all
exploited classes and ma  conquest of
national independence."’

The assembly took another large
step forward when it decided to play
an active role in the struggles of Puerto
- Rican people livingin the US. In the
past the M.P.I. had viewed Puerto Ri-
cans in the US™as an appendage and sup-
port group of the movement on the is-
Iand, rather than as active fighters
against US capitalism.

The developing organization and
militancy of Puérto Ricans in the US,
around their social needs - jobs, hous-
ing, schools, medical care, and wages -
are making their impact felt. Puerto
Ricans are an important part of the
working class in the United States and
will play a yital role in the struggle of
the North American working class.

The working class direction of the
assembly shows the gigantic strides it
has made in a very short time. Only a -
few years ago M.P.1. defined itself as
‘*An alliance of classes, progressive
ideological tendencies, and different
generations.” .

However; the P.S.P. has not shaken
off all its baggage from the past and is
still unclear on certain crucld poims.
Ifitistob ag
ary socialist party whldl can lead the

PARTIDO
SOCIALISTA

Puerto Rican working class to social-
ism, then it will have to further trans-
form its politics.

The M.P.1. split in the late 1950's
from the Partido Independista Puerto-
rriqueno (PIP). The P.I.P., while for-
mally for independence, did notdink
this demand to a program for transfor-
mation of the social system. Because
the P.1.P. did not tie the independence
demand to a social analysis, they have
in the past supported US imperialism
(for example, the Korean War). They
did not take part in the huge move-
ment against the US draft in the 1940's.

The P.1.P. has moved leftward under
the pressure of events. It has begun in
the last few years to participate in so-
cial struggles, such as squatters actions
and the battle to get the US Navy off
the island of Culebra (an island off the
Puerto Rican Coast). With the M.P.1.,
it co-sponsored the September 12 in-
dependence march. The leader of the
P.I.P., Ruben Berrios, has recently
come out for self-defense of the inde-
pendence movement against govern--
ment attack, an important change from
its former pacifist stance.

But in spite of increased militancy,
the P.1.P. still remains a reformist
electoral party whose concept of “‘so-
cialism” is not based upon the working
class, but on “all men of good will.”
What murky program it has is modeled
on Swedish welfare capitalism.

The M.P.1. was far more radical and
action-oriented than its parent. It was
able to attract members from the Na-
tionalist Party, the Communist Party,
and the new left. M.P.1. militants and
those of its students groups, F.E.P.I.
and F.U.P.1., have provided leadership

-in student, anti-colonialist and anti-

militarist struggles in Puerto Rico over
the last decade.

Although its base was largely among
students and youth, its appeal was of-

_ten specifically working class oriented.

. The M.P.1. supported and intervened

in strikes. Unlike the P.I.P., it linked
the independence demand to the fight
against US colonialism and capitalism.

However, as its name, Movimiento
Pro Independencia, implied it was a
movement gontaining a wide variety of
political elements within a militant pro-
independence position. The political
heritage of the P.1.P.’s reformist and
its social democracy, pro-Moscow
CP’ers, and the new left, still bear their
imprint on the politics of the new
P.S.P.

Some of the problems of the P.S.P.

are revealed in its attitude towards the

1972 elections. In the past the M.P.l.,
like most of the Puerto Rican left, had
abstained from elections. From a so-
cialist point of view this tactical ques-
tion has to be linked to the conscious-
ness of the working class. Because
most Puerto Rican workers, like US
workers, still believe in the electoral
process, socialists must not leave the
field free, but use the elections as a
method of exposing imperialism and
the parties which representit.

The P.S.P. is advocating a united
front for the elections with the P.L.P.,
or else no vote. They feel that if they
cannot join with the P.I.P. they would
not have the strength to run a separate
campaign. Certainly their wish to join
in a united front is highly desirable:
however the question must:be asked
ON WHAT TERMS?

If the election campaign is going
to educate the workers on the rela-
tionship between independence and the
problems they face, then the politics
of the campaign must be clearly anti-
imperialist with a working class pro-
gram. Otherwise there is no reason to
expect the working class to automati-
cally support the independence de-
mand.

There are questions which workers
will inevitably ask which must be
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answered if the left is going to win
their support: Won't independence and
chasing yankee business off the island
mean economic ruin and no jobs?
(Aren’t a few crumbs better than an
empty plate?)

Another question workers‘vali legit-
imately ask is, why should the US gov-
ernment honor the results of an elec-
tion? In 1965, the mere threat of the
election of a left nationalist govern-
ment in nearby Dominican Republic
was sufficient cause for US troops and
tanks to occupy Santo Domingo, the
capital. Electoral victories cannot be:
a substitute for the muscle of working
class social power.

The proposed electoral alliance with
the P.1.P. is not clear on these and
other vital political questions. Such a
coalition must not result in the subor-
dination of the P.S.P.’s program to the
reformist politics of the P.1.P., for this
would be a step backwards from the
stated goal of winning workers to its
program. Nor will the P.S.P. be able
to attract the many good militants
from the P.1.P. if it subordinates its
own politics.

STRATEGIES

For some in the P.S.P., the pro-
posed electoral coalition with the =
P.LP. is Puerto Ricos version of Chile's

 electoral coalition, led by Salvador

Allende, which claims to be the “peace-
ful road to socialism.”’But while Allende
has natie alized the US mines, workers
are discouraged from seizing the fac-
tories and mines, peasants from taking
the land. The government has consis-
tently opposed workers demands for
higher wages leading to a rash of
strikes. At the same time the Allende
regime has bent over backward to pla-
cate the middle class and the military,
By refusing to arm the workers it has
laid the basis for a right-wing coup,
Bolivia style. A

Others in the P.S.P. are attractéd to
the Cuban and Chinese revolutions or
the terrorist strategy of the Tupamaros
in Uruguay (or CAL in Puerto Rico).
All these models would spell disaster '~
for the Puerto Rican working class be-'"'
cause they are not in fact, in l’pih of
their loud cries of being "locillln," 1
working class strategies.

Both in China and in Cuba -- as'in‘all
the self-styled “Communist” countries’
- the old regimes have been replaced'by
a new, exploitative ruling class, a total-
itarian bureaucracy that puts new
chains on the working class even as it
gives US imperialism a well-deserved -
boot.

If the P.S.P. is to live up to its tre-
mendous potential it will have to sweep
away these anti-working class strate-
gies and base its own revolutionary
strategy upon the independent, con-
scious initiative of the working class.

In the course of struggle it must develop
a program which, based upon working
lass leadership, can attract the urban

: unemployed, the rural poor, students,

and others into the fight for socialism.

A victory will mean a bitter defeat
for US imperialism and help to spark
revolutions throughout the Carribean
and South America. The participation
of Puerto Rican revolutionaries in the
United States can be an important fac-
tor in building a revolutionary party
which can lead not only Puerto Rjcan
workers but all workers in the fight for
socialism. The creation of a Puerto
Rican workers' state will be the begin-
ning of the real history of the Puerto
Rican people.m
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TRANSIT WORKERS
BLAST CONTRACT

On Tuesday, January 5, 200 angry
rank and file bus and subway workers
demonstrated in front of the offices of
their collective bargaining representa-
tive, the Transport Workers Union.
They said they planned to continue and

*“enlarge the dmonstrations against the

27 month contract agreed to by union
representatives in the wee-hours of
New Year’s day.

" The transport workers had been ask-
ing for a 30 percent increase at the

start of an expected two year contract. -

Instead, the agreement was for 6 per-
cent on January 1, 1972, 6 percent on
“January 1, 1973, and 6 percent on

_January 1, 1974 applying only to the
" extra 3 months added on to the con-

tract.
. «Fhe TWU had also demanded a 32
hourweek for 40 hours pay (to put a

185 Newark Mcn_ went to jail on
eve.- This was the most mas-

X &: i:rlm’nment of union members
.;!&' striking in over 30 years. Their

crime? - picketing in defiance of a
court injunction.
The sentences run from 10 days to

' 90 days, the latter for Carol Graves,

President of the Newark Teachers
Union, and six other officers. Along
with the fines, close to $400,000, the
sentences represent a concerted effort
at union busting. In this case, the
courts are doing the dirty work of
Mayor Gibson and the Newark School
Board. - .
Despite the gravity of the case, the
NTU has received only nominal sup-
port from thé labor movement (except
for its parent union, the American Fed-
eration of Teachers, which is paying
half the fines). The best the New York
City Central Labor Council could man-

age was a protest rally of a few hundred.

The national AFL-CIO has met this at-
tack on all labor with nothing but a re-
solution of protest against the use of
injunctions (a resolution which fails to
mention the right of public employees
to strike and makes no offer of finan-
cial help). d
Back in 1968, when the New York
City United Federation of Teachers
was fined for its strike (aimed at the
black community), the national
AFL-CIO did pick up the $270,000

stop to the rapidly dwindling work
force), a cost-of-living escalator clause
that would include retirees in its cover~
age, time-and-a-half for all weekend
work, and double time for all holiday
work. The gains on these demands
were a big round zero.

Instead of a proposed 10 percent
nnight differential the contract provided
only 2 percent on each of three steps.
Of the 3 additionalholidays they re-
quested, the workers got none. For
extended sick leave, they'got the New
York City Transit Authority to agree
to up their annual contribution for
employee health and welfare benefits
from $400 to $450 per person. The
already existing right to retire after 20
years at age 50 was madé uniform
throughout the bus and subws stel

negotiators agreed to the establish-
ment of a joint union-management
team “‘to review maintenance opera-
tions to see whether they can be im-
proved and streamlined to increase
efficiency and productivity.” Disputes’
will be settled by an “impartial” arbi-
trator. “Speed Up and worse condi-
tions!”’ has been the response of the
k and file.
* I The contract has already gone into
ect -- despite the fact that the mail
ballots, on which the workers will regi-
ster their approval or disapproval, have
not been mailed out, nor has a date
for their mailing even been set.

On top of what will already be a cut
in buying power due to galloping infla-
tion over the two-years since the last
contract, thé transit workers, like all
New Yorkers, will be paying a 2% per-
cent added surcharge on state income
tax, 3 cents additional (to make a total
of I5 cents) state tax on a pack of ci-
garettes, and more for gasoline and li-
quor taxes. :

To make the pill even more bitter,
the Democratic and Republican poli-
ticians (who bulldozed this package
through the New York State Legisla-
ture) are trying to hoodwink other
wage earners (“the public”) into blam-
ing the transit workers for these tax
increases, the 5 cents a ride higher
transit fares, and the doubling of
bridge and tunnel tolls within New
York City. (For a working person

who lives in Staten Island, who drives v

to work, this means $6 a week extra
for tolls alone .)

So the transit workers got less than
peanuts, and they and all working peo-
ple are being subjected to highway
robbery by Governor Rockefeller,
Mayor Lindsay, and the banks and cor-'

porations whom they represent-as | .

can be seen from the shrinking share
of the tax burden born by banks and

In exchange for so little, ﬂu ul':Fon'

] - i \
‘_‘Jalled \
<
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poration, while workers’ taxes go
up and up.®

;
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The UAW and Chrysler Corp. broke
off negotiations over a proposed four-
day work week after their bargaining
sessionin Detroit on December 13.
The union had been negotiating with

“Chrysler for nearly a year in anat-

tempt to set.up an experimental pro-
gram at-a Chrysler plant, in which
workers would work a four-day week
of ten-hour days.

... The two sides had conducted leng-
thy studies of the proposed experi-
ment over the year. But Chrysler re-
sisted actual implementation due to

A ) :

P! over the appli of over-
Finally, UAW Vice-President
Douglas Fraser announced that the
scheduled meeting of Dec. I3 wasa
“last-chance’’ meeting to get an agree-

HEn

fine. Labor’s present refusal to give
the Newart Teachers’ Union any real
help is a result of the fact that the
"AFL-CIO and President Meany oppose
the right of public employees to
strike.

The AFL-CI0 bureaucrats support

] y binding arbitration for

public employees. Last veaXMaarry

officially proposed to Nixonthat the
AFL-CIO and the administratjon
jointly sponsor such legislation. (Such
a bill, with labor’s aquiescence, has al-
ready been passed in New York City.)

Further evidence that public em-
ployee strikes are contrary to Meany’s
policy can be seen in Meany's refusal
.to support the great 1970 postal work-
ers strike. Instead he lined up with
Nixon and the strike-breaking president
of the postal union, called upon the
workers to end the strike and condoned
Nixon'’s use of troops in New York
City to break the strike.m

[Individuals and local unions who
realize the threat to labor in the Ne
Jailings and wish. to aid the union
should send funds and resolutions. in
addition, friends of the NTU should
solicit the help of county labor bodies
in their areas. All communications
should be addressed to: Newark”
Teachers Unioh, 804 Clinton Ave.,
Newark, New Jersey 07108.]




ment. Before this meeting, Fraser
saitlll >

We think the time has come for the
studies to end and the experiment to
begin. . .if the corporation does not
agree, at the Dec. I3 meeting, to begin
such an experiment, then we see no

point In; 'mnu'nulng discussions of this 5

matter. .

When the meeting produced no
agreement on concrete implementa-
tion, the union bargainers announced
that the negotiations were at an end.
Fraser |ater stated that the four-day
week issue would be a “priority de-
mand”’ when the U AW negotiates new
national contracts with the auto com-
panies in 1973, ;

The original idea for the sudyon

the four-day week came out of the
gotiations b Chry-

sler and the UAW a year ago. At the
time, the auto companies were inten-
sely concerned over rising absentee-
ism and a high turnover rate, which
created an “unstable” work force in
their plants. The four-day week was
seen as a possible solution to this prob-
lem. !

But in the past year, as the recession-
grew worse and jobs in auto grew
scarce, both the absentee and turnover
rate began to drop. Workers simply
couldn’t afford to take time off and
risk both short paychecks and possible
discipline as the company cracked
down. As aresult, Chrysler lost inter-
est in the project.

The UAW leadership has not lost
interest; however, and is carrying on
an intensive campaign among its own
membership to build support for the

-~ 2

Union Democracy?

On Sep! 13, the E
Board of the American Federation of
Teachers Local 6l in San Francisco in-

duced a motion to endorse Joseph
Alioto for re-election as Mayor - de-
spite his outspoken, often demagogic
opposition to school busing, which
the union supports. '

A good deal of rank-and-file opposi-
tion developed during the floor debate
of the proposal. Alioto was attacked
not only for his hypocritical stand on
school integration, but also for being
a "'blood-sucking lawyer”” and for hav-
ing done nothing to implement the
school board's agreement to reduce
class size, that the union won in 1968.
The traditional argument that Demo-
crat Alioto would act as a “friend of
labor" in strike situations carried lit-
tle weight given the role he played in
breaking past municipal strikes in San
Francisco.

In all, not one speaker could be
found rising from the floor to defend
Alioto. A motion to talte no position

four-day week. The problem with this
program is that it simply doesn’t speak
to the real issues.

First of all, so long as the company
can force workers to work overtime
hours, it is very unclear how much
things would change under a “‘four-day
week.” Auto workers today are sup-
posed to be on a 40-hour work week;
yet during peak production seasons
they aré forced to work 60 to 60
hour weeks with no right of refusal in
most plants. And the UAW leadership

has proved itself unwilli}lg to fight for -

on the endorsement of a mayor passed
easily on a voice vote. ;

However, when the San Francisco
Labor Council COPE voted to endorse
Alioto, the Reporter, the news bulletin
of Local 6l, featured this fact “as usual”
without even a mention of the local’s
official position of non-endorsement.

At the next membership meeting,
the night before the election, cards
were passec out presenting labor’s en-
dorsements, including the recommen-
dation for Alioto. A member intro-
duced a motion condemning this kind
of undemocratic practice.

The COPE delegates then to
say how they had voted, explaining
that they had interpreted the “’no en-
dorsement’”” resolution to mean they
were free to “vote their consciences.”
People who so Gynically ignore demo-
cratic decisions ought to be more care-
ful than to claim in public that they
possess a conscience.m

[Loretta Martin is a Sen Franclsco
city employee.] S

%

and win a “no compulsory overtime"”
clause in any national contract. -
Until the UAW wages a real fight
around working conditions — for work-
ery’ control of line speed and produc-
tion standards, for a real grievance pro-
cedure, etc. — the urge to “take a day
off” will remain in the minds of auto
workers as a voice of sanity in an in-
creasingly inhuman and repressive work

1961

[Reprinted from The Fifth Estate,
December 23, 1971]

Federal Judge Otto Kerner I -
former Governor of lllinois and chair-
man of the National Commission on
Civil Disorders — was indicted last
month for conspiracy, mail fraud, per-
jury, tax evasion, and bribery, in con-
nection with a race track stock deal.
Although the newspapers are scanda-
lized, there is nothing surprising about

. evidence that this judge is corrupt.

Otto Kerner |, the Judge’s father,
started his political career as a Chicago
alderman. He worked his way up
through the Illinois courts to become
Attorney General of Illinois in 1933."
He then became a judge on the US
Court of Appeals, 7th Circuit, the
same position his son now holds. Otto
Jur. made the most of his well-connect-
ed beginnings. He married the daughter
of former Mayor Cernak of Chicago.

Kerner's first major office was that
of Governor of Illinois. He was nomi-
nated and backed by the Daley mach-
ine, and running against the corrupt
incumbent, William Stratton.

Kerner ran and was elected as a
clean but well-favored dark horse. His
campaign was based on the celebrated
scandals of the Stratton administra-.
tion. (After his defeat, Stratton was
indicted for tax evasion.)

Kerner’s administration as governor
was fairly uneventful. However, he
gained national prominence in his se-
cond term, when he was appointed by

President Johnson to head the Nation-
,al Commission on Civil Disorders.
After deciding not to run for a third * |
term as governor in 1968, Kerner was
appointed to the Federal Appellate
Court by Johnson.

Kerner’s administration was not so
uneventful as to be free of the minor
scandals so common in lllinois poli-
tics. There were many, some of which
involved Theodore Isaacs, Kerner's
Director of Finance and now his co-
defendant. But the biggest scandal
was not discovered until Kerner was
safely on the bench.

Secretary of State Paul Powell, pro-
minent figure in many scandals, died --
leaving 6 million dollars in cash in his
shoeboxes. It has now been found
that this same Paul Powell was also in- >
strumental in arranging a race track
stock deal for state politicians. Kerner
was one of the parties to this deal,
which arranged for stock worth
$300,000 to be purchased by state of-
ficers for $58,000, more of a gift than
a sale, in return for granting that tract
the choice racing dates.

Like many politicians, Kerner was
appointed judge at the end of his puh-
lic career. Politicians become judges --
their grimy political pasts are covered
by their robes of justice. Unlike most,
however, Kernar was caught, and caught
after he became a judge.m

L

e ey

Kerner (center) with Roy Wilkins and LBJ in 1967

e
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The November 18 military coup in
Thailand came against the background
of a striking increase in guerilla activ-
ity throughout Southeast Asia. All,

- th stic talk from western poli-

sut the war in Indochina
“winding down" has an air of unreality
when seen from here, where every day
brings reports of increased fighting, and
of the growing strength of the gueril-
las,

Five days before the coup, Thai-
* jand's “Chief of Communist Suppres-
sion,”” General Saiyud Kerdphol,
warned that Thailand could become a

-~ Cambodia:
Pawn

In

The
Game?

in Ca‘i\"lbodia, Thailand and Malaysia.

Second Vietnam by 1977. He estima-
ted there were 5,000 “hard-core’’
guerillas entering the 'second stage'’ °
of insurgency, involving attacks on gov-
ernment forces and unfriendly villages.

Kerdphol said many viltagers in
rural areas were now supporting gueril-
las against the government. The Gen-
eral’s warnings are backed up by daily
reports in Bangkok newspapers of am-
bushes of government patrols.

In Cambodia too the war has heated
up a great deal. Government troops
were badly mauled by North Vietna-
mese troops during a big prestige drive
to open up roads in the north of the

After the overthrow of Cambodia’s
Prince Sihanouk (a heutralist who leaned
toward North Vietnam and Chinal in
1970, Sihanouk set up court in Peking
ashead of the “Royal Cambodian Govern-
ment of National Union.” Supposedly,
the Royal Government is engaged in a
war of liberation to rally the peasantry
behind Sih k and against the US-
backed dictatorship of Lon Nol.

Actually, according to a recent report
in the British newspaper, The Manches-
ter Guardian, North Vietnam is giving
little support to the “Sihanouk army,”
which remains quite small and relatively
inactive. Instead, North Vietnam main-
tains 60,000 troops in Cambodia, only
8,000 or so being engaged in action
against the Cambodian army (the rest
are reserves, mainly for action in South
Vietnam).

North Vietnam's intention apparent-
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country. As fighting continued in the
north, guerilia outfits moved to with-

in 8 miles of Phnom Penh, shelling the
airport for 4 days running and killing

20 persons.

The Cambodian government also
dropped its only semblance of demo-
cratic rule by dissolving the National
Assembly, a few days before the coup
in Thailand. :

NEW DIMENSION

If m;u avents are not surprising in
countries that have long been involved
in the Southeast Aisa war, then the la-
test news in Malaysia does add a new
dimension. Government security for-
ces have fenced in the logging village
of Tanah Hitam, in the northern state
of Perak, and plans are being made to
fence off three more villages in the
area, where a guerilla camp-was re-
cently discovered. f

The government measures point to
areturn to the methods of the Malayan
Emergency, the period of heavy gueril-
|a fighting in the fifties. 1t was during
that fighting that the notorious.”'stra-
tegic hamlet™ strategy was developed,
Jater copied unsuccessfully in Vietnam.
The Malay villagers will be required to
keep records of all residents and visi-
tors, and may have all their food care-
fully controlled to keep them from

. sheltering or feeding guerillas.

Government ministers in Perak con-
ceded that the guerillas had won con-
siderable support from both Malay and
Chinese residents of the area. This is
immensely significant, since one of the
rmain reasons for the defeat of the in-
surgents during the Emergency was
their lack of support from Malays,
who are the majority in rural areas.
Their support at that time came largely
from the Chinese minority.

The integration of the Chinese into
a larger national liberation movement
would be a tremendous step forward
in both Thailand and Malaysia. Popu-
lar hostility to Chinese businessmen is
a trump card in the hands of the right

‘“wing.

Thai military dictator Marshall
Thanom Kittichakoru defended the
military coup on the grounds of “the
threat of a swing to Communism by
Thailand’s Chinese population inspired
by Peking’s entry into the United Na-
tions.” This “threat” is obviously fab-
ricated to serve a cynical end - itis -
designed to mobilize support for the
regime by playing on widespread popu-
\ar sentiment against the “foreign mi-
nority that controls the economy.”

.

ly is to use the Cambodian insurgents to
back up its own actions, not vice-versa =
according to one neutralist diplomat quo-
ted by the Manchester Guardian, North

. Vietnam's troops *‘are not building a road

to Pnom Penh, but taking an unavoidable
detour on the road to Saigon.”’

What happens in Cambodia will be
determined by the alignment of fort
between the US and North Vietnam, with
China and other powers looking on as
anxious aunts. North Vietnam's refusal
to build up the Cambodian insurgents
will make it impossible for them to act
as an independent force. The specific
outcome cannot be predicted, but one
possibility which cannot be overlooked
is that North Vietnam will agree to call
off the war against Lon Nol in return
for its goal of a coalition government in
Saigon.m

(In Thailand, as elsewhere in Southeast
Asia, the Chinese aré heavily concen- °
trated in the small-business sector.)

In Malaysia, Malays fought Chines
in violent race riots two years ago, and
there is a lot of bitter hatred just be-
neath the surface. A movement for so-

- cial change must overcome this polari-

2ation, and break Malay workers and
peasants from their cha.uviv#t relianc_e
on Malay capitalists. Perhaps a start 1S
being made in those northern villages.
If a second Vietnam develops in
Thailand, and perhaps a third in Malay-
sia, the local capitalist governments
will have to face the threat without the
kind of massive American involvement
that has kept Thier and Ky afloat so
Jong. The American public will not
tolerate another big commitment sO
soon, and the fight over the foreign
aid bill demonstrates similar feelings
among a powerful section of the US
ruling class. Nixon'’s China trip also
points to a desire for an “understand-
ing” with Communism in Asia.

NEUTRALIZATION?

As a result both Malaya and Thailand
are making cautious overtures to Pe-
king. Malaya has proposed an ambi-
tious plan to “neutralize”’ Southeast
Asia, and Thailand has given it cautious
support. Both are talking about trade
with China. :

Both governments clearly hope that
a “neutralized” Southeast Asia will be
acceptable enough to the Chinese that
the Peking rulers will “call off" 'the
guerillas. If they are abandoned by the
United States, this could be these gov-
ernments’ only hope.

(Ironically enough, this is probably
part of the reason for the Thai coup:
if the Bangkok regime is to make a
major change of course in foreign pol-
icy, it prefers to do it without the an-
noyance of critics in the press and the
government. Marshall law was a con-
venient solution.)

China showed during the revolts in
Bangla Desh and Ceylon that it is less
concerned with revolution than with
maintaining friendly governments in
power. It is possible, then, that Mao
might indeed be persuaded to with-
draw support from the Thai and
Malaysian guerillas.

But “calling them off” is another
matter. For the guerillas spring not
from the thoughts of Mao but from
the poverty and hunger of the Asian
countryside. As long as these persist,
the war in/Southeast Asia will never
“wind down” for very long.®

* SIHANOUK
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The British Communist Party,
which has just held its thirty-second
congress, is facing grave problems. Its
membership is in steady decline: itis
now 28,803, compared with 30,607
in June 1969, and 34,28l in 1964.~And
this is, of course, paper membership -
the active membership is far lower.

The Party produces a daily paper,
the Morning Star, with a press run of
forty to fifty thousand. Twenty-five
thousand of these go to Eastern Europe.
Simple arithmetic reveals that not all
the Party’s members buy its paper, let
alone sell it. The youth section, faced .
with vigorous competition from more
radical tendencies, has almost disinte-
grated.

An understanding of the peculiar
role of the.Communist Party is essen- '

tial to any clear view of what is going
on in the British labour movement. In
terms of parliamentary elections the
Party has never gotten anywhere.In 1945
it had two members of Parliament; now
it has none, and gets derisory votes
wherever it contests elections. Yet
many of the best industrial militants

in Britain owe allegiance to the Party,
and its ideas penetrate far beyond the
limits of its own organization.

The Party was most successful dur-
ing the Second World War. On a tide
of pro-Russian feeling and despite a
policy of opposition to all strikes, it
reached a membership of over fifty
thousand, and won a dominant posi-
tion in several trade unions. Despite
the cold war witchhunts of the late
forties and early fifties, the Party pre-

served a strong working-class base un-
til the Hungarian Revolution of 1956,
when it lost almost all its intellectuals,
and many of its best shop-floor mili-
tants as well.

Seized with panic at this setback,
some Party members in the ETU (Elec-
trical Trades Union) stooped to ballot-
rigging to maintain their position. The
result wdg a court case, a right-wing
takeover of the union, and a further
deterioration of the Party’s prestige.

Yet the Party still plays an impor-
tant leadership role in the British la-
bour movement. The one-day strike
in December, 1970, against the Tory
Government’s proposed anti-trade-
unijon legislation -- the biggest polit;
ical strike in Britain for,many years =
could not have taken place without the
organizational and political impetus
provided by the Communist Party.
Likewise, the occupation of Upper
Clyde Shipbuilders - for all its weak-
nesses an important tactical step for-
ward for British workers - has been
led throughout by Communist Party
militants.

But the Party’s work in the trade
unions is affected by a fundamental
contradiction. On the one hand, its
strategy of fighting union elections and
supporting the left or “progressive’”
wing of the trade union bureaucracy
means that many of its members are

bedded in k positions in
the trade union hiem'dw. On the
other hand, many Communist Party
militants on the shop floor are elected
to positions as shop stewards, not so
much out of support for their politics
as out of recognition of their calibre as
militants.

As the industrial struggle has sharp-
ened, the clash of interests between
the bureaucrats and the shop-floor has
been more pronounced. The conse-
quent friction has seriously weakened
the Party’s capacity to act as a disci-
plined force in industry, rather than as
a collection of militant individuals.

The leadership’s way out of this is

to turn more and more to open reform-
ism. Not merely does the Party stress
the importance of Parliament -- although
its performance gets worse at every gen-
eral election -- it has also intensified its
efforts in mumclpal elections.

Yet municipal authoritiedhave al- :
most no power at all, and most workers
recognize this by not bothering to vote
in municipal elections. Last summer
the Party lost its last three municipi
councillors in London, a borough -
where it had traditionally deep roots.

All the leadership can offer is con-
cessions to openly reactionary ideas.
In campaigning against British entry to
the Common Market, Party members
wore lapel badges of the British flag,
and marched side by side with open
fascists in a public demonstration. At
its recent Congress, the Party defeated
a resolution calling for the immediate
withdrawal of British tropps from Ire:
land -- at a time when the repressive
role of the troops is obvious to every-
one. 7

Yet the only opposition in the Par-''
ty, which got about one-sixth of the
votes at the Congress, offers no real,
alternative. Essentially this faction is
motivated by nostalgia for. the good
old days of the 'fifties, when the Party
was more committed to militant poli
cies in the factories: But the same peo-
ple also want to bring back the ungues-

_tioning loyalty to the Soviet Union

which marked the same period. They
‘bitterly oppose the Party’s half-hearted
opposition to the Russian action in
Czechoslovakia.

The Communist Party will be a long
time dying, but its death as a real cur-
rent in the labour movement is certain.
Those militants who previously turned
to the CP, not out of enthusiasm for
Russian “'socialism,” but as the only,
radical alternative to the Labour Party,
are now without a political focus. Such
a situation shows'both the potential. .
opportunities, and the huge responsi-
bilities, facing revolutionaries in Bri-
tain today.®

Eighteen young men were sentenced
to death in October, by the repressive
government that took power in Turkey
early this year, for “‘attempting to over-
throw the constitution.” Sixty-three
others await trial for the same offense.

More than' 10,000 people have been
thrown in prison and tortured in the last.
six months. . :

A week or_so after these first death
sentences had been handed out, the Brit-
ish Royal Family arrived in Turkey as
guests of the generals. Let ushave a
look at the filthy company the Queen
keeps. %

After 1946, a secret treaty between
Turkey and the United States led to the
construction of over a hundred US con-
ventional and nuclear air bases. Foreign
capital flowed in, but the growth of
heavy industry and land reform were
resister] by the ruling party. Opposition
grew among groups — intellectuals, civil
servants, workers and the armed forces
— who wanted a more efficient develop
ment of the economy.

In 1960 the military threw out the
government of businessmen ant! land-
owners. But the same people gradually
crept back into power.

In order to increase exports, the gov-
ernment tried to force amalgamations

of firms and to kegp down the living stan-

dards of workers and peasants. With in-

»

creasing attacks on their wages, workers
were forced more and more into indus-

trial action, which was often also political.

In 1961, the revolutionary trade un-

ion federation DISK was founded by wor-

kers dissatisfied with the non-militant
policies of the majority federation. The
Turkish Workers Party (TIP), founded in
1961 to fight for parliamentary repre-
sentation, has propagandized against em-
ployers, landlords, and American imper-
ialism.
In 1970, the government brought in

. *a bill which restricted strike action, while

strikes in oil companies (including Shell
and British Petroleum) were completely
forbidden.

In June, 70, 000 workers, called out
by DISK,demonstrated in Istanbul against
‘the bill. The government replied with

police, soldiers, and tanks, and three
workers were killed. Strikes and sit-ins,
however, continued for several days. At
the same time peasants were occupying
the estates and there were fierce struggles
in the universities.

At the beginning of 1970, the TIP
was split over whether to support violent
resistance to the attacks of police, army,
and armed bands of right-wing extrem-
ists. A group broke away to form the
Revolutionary Youth Federation, whose
members began to arm themselves against
such attacks.

Strikes, occupation of land and uni-
versity boycotts increased, partly because
of the devaluation of the currency and a
resulting inflation of 15 to 20 percent.

The Revolutionary Youth and the
Turkish People’s Liberation Army began

LY

Tiall
to attack banks in order to buy ﬂw arrns
they needed.

On March 12, 1971, the armed foreu
overthrew the government for. its failurg
to crack down hard enough. A puppet
government was set up, and on April 26
martial law declared in the main indus-
trial areas.

and many other organizations were pro-
hibited. Universities were closed, organi-
zations banned, and left-wing books de-
stroyed.

Persecution of the four to five million
Kurds living in Eastern Turkey was un-
leashed. As a result of its support for
the Kurds’ national rights, the Turkish
Workers’ Party was declared |Ilagn| in’
July.

All trade unions of teachers, sularled
staff, and public employees have bEIn ¥
prohibited and dissolved.

The generals’ aim is to break all op-
position. Large numbers of prisoner
have been barbarically tortured. A for-
mer secret police chief has reported:

“The tortures that are practiced in
the Istanbul police headguarters are

Strikes and meetings of trado umom\ q

more terrible than the Inquisition, There

is a trained group of pohcemen that Ts

able to get any ‘confession’ it mnrs from

suspected persons through torture.”'s, .
[Reprinted from Socialist Worker,
the weekly newspaper of the British In-

ternational Socialists.]

St hms,
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Autobiograﬁhy
Of A
Sexually
Emancipated |
Communist ¢
Woman

A Review

Celia Emerson

utobiography of a Sexually
40 A

Alexandra Kollontai, Herder and 'Her-
der, New-York, 1971.
2

é Alexandra Kollontai was the first
Wwoman elected to the Central Com-
‘mittee of the Bolshevik Party.” She
'was also the first woman in modern
history to hold a government post,
that of Minister of Welfare and Health,
‘and the first woman to be appointed
an ambassador to a foreign country.
Through the period 1907-192!

Alexandra Kollontat was in the feader-
..Inp of llm -'vaiumumrv fvm

almost 50y
of the wome

that inte

first place, bi

cause she was a wom
she was not as important as other
male revolutionaries.  Secondly, she
lost her popularity in Russia after she
became the leader of a faction within
the Bolshevik Party called the Workers
Opposition. Finally, and most impor-
tantly, her ideas on women'’s liberation
and sexual freedom were considered
reactionary and banned after the tri-
umph of the Stalinist counter-revolu-
tion. i

An autobiography of a revelution-

ary feminist (who organized and led
strikes of working women) who was
also a leading member of the Bolshevik
Party and a participant in the Russian
revolution could provide invaluable
information about the interrelationship
between women's liberation and social-
ism. It could also tell the exciting
story of a woman whn led a remarkable
life.

Unfortunately, Kollontai’s autobio-
graphy which promises so much in the
title says very little. By 1926, when it
was written, Kollontai no longer felt
free to write an honest autobiography.
The Stalinist bureaucracy was on its
way to complete power, and many.

r polit-

volutionaries sensed

utures m({ their !

how the

suft
tile women
revolution s
the Russian revolutionary fermnifist
movement.

. | realized for the first time how
little our party concerned itself with
the fate of women in the working class
and how meager was the interest in
women's liberation . . . My Marxist
solitlook pointed out to me with ilfumi-
nating clarity that women's liberation
could only take place as the result of

the victory of a new social order and a
different economic system.

She began organizing women work-
ers and by 1908, the first working wo-
men'’s clubs were formed. These clubs

. later merged into the Xhenodeth, the
independent women’s liberation organ-

ization that played a leading role in
the Russian revolution.

In 1908 she was forced to flee Rus-
sia. However, she remained politicai-
Iy active. She published the Social

_ ~_~Foundation of the Woman Guestion

which was a challenge both to bour-
geois feminists who would have noth-
ing to do with working women, and to
revolutionary organizations whe
thought that women's liberation was

not very important

Congress of, .Vomer\ wh-ch
conmcrc}ed with the Bolshevik revolu-
tion.

For the most part, her autobiography

ends with the October revolution.
There is little mention of her work as
Minister of Welfare from 1917 to 1920

S e e
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and the tremendous gains made by wo-
men during this period - although
Kollontai was largely responsible for
the socialization and communalization
of housing, for the setting up of day
care centers, communal laundries and
restaurants. Kollontai had argued
these reforms were essential for the q
liberation of women:

“In a workers state where woman is

. recognized as an independent unit and

citizen it is doubtful that you would
find many volunteers for stooping over
a hot stove to win husband’s approval.
Let men learn to love and appreciate
women not for being good at kneading
dough, but for their personal qualities,
their human ego. Separation of kit

‘chen from marriage is a reform no less

important than the separation of
Church and State, at any rate in the
history of women."’

Similarly, there is no mention of
the passage of legislation which at-
tempted to shatter the patriarchal
‘family; of the fact that abortions
were made free and legal and homo-
sexuality no longer outlawed; most
important, of the role that women
played in winning their demands.

There is also little discussion of
her ideas on human sexuality, which
she had earlier thought were crucial
for the liberation of all people. She
had written numerous pamphlets and
novels on the subject, and tried to
live a ““sexually liberated life.”” For
this she had been castigated by the
opponents of the revolution for being
the “‘mad female Bolshevik.” (Later
in the thirties, even though she had ?
renounced her earlier ideas, her life and
works were held up as bourgeois and
decadent.)

STALINISM

Finally, Kollontai fails to discuss
Stafinism and what it meant for the
women'’s liberation and socialist move-
ment.

For women in particular, Stalinism
meant the hrutal destruction of all the
gains they had made from 19i7 -- {923. -
Under the Stalinist rule, the patriarchal
family was reintroduced with a ven-
geance; women workers (male workers ’
as well) had no political or economic

- rights in their factories or in their

homes; any discussion of human sexu-
ality was branded as “bourgeois, deca-
dent and fascist.” The women’s liber-
! was crushed
ote her autobios




Paramount Pictures Presents A Sagittarius Production

JOE HILL'

who wrote songs and was shot.

ReVieW Laurie Landy

At Joe Hill’s funeral procession in
Chicago in 1916, 30,000 people marched,
and a news reporter asked, “What kind of
man is this whose death is celebrated with
songs of revolt, and who has at his bier
more mourners than any prince or poten-
tate?”

Unfortunately, we never find the an-

swer to that question in the film Joe Hill.
That answer can only come through an
understanding of the role of the Indus-
trial'Workers of the World (IWW), the
revolutionary union movement Joe Hill
was part of and inspired by.

Joe Hill'doesn’t attempt to provide
this understanding. Instead, the film is

a series of sometimes clever, half-fiction-
al anecdotes about what a nice guy and
a hero Joe was. Almost as an aside, we
find out that he happened to like wor-
kers.

The period in which Joe Hill lived,
the beginning of the twentieth century,
was a time of intense class struggle in
America. The onslaught of the bosses
was vicious — for exgmple, the massacre
of miners and their families at Ludlow,
Colorado, in 1914. The working class
response involved hundreds of thousands
of warkers in militant struggle...Lawrence,
Paterson, Butte are only a few of the
many strikes which come to mind.

This was the landscape of the closing
American frontier. And, in fact, Joe Hill

was a dedicated union organizer who ...

took part in dock strikes up. an;i'dbwn
the California coast. At the time of his
arrest he was involved in a unjon organi-
zing drive at the United Construction
Company and was framed by the copper
trust.

None of this, material for a really
great film about Joe Hill and the IWW,
comes through. The movie appeals to
our worst sentimental feelings about the
“hero,” completely divorced from the
times and the struggles he lived. The
Wobblies portrayed in the film give you
more the mood of Maoist students than
of tough and dedicated working class
men and women.

Joe Hill said, “Don’t mourn — organ-
ize.” It's too bad that Bo Wideberg, the
director, didn’t heed those words. An
endless amount of the movie is taken up
by an almost morbid fascination with
Joe Hill’s last days in jail and execution
But little effort is made to show the
work that Joe Hill and the Wobblies did
to advance the working class struggle in
America. i

We are also expected to believe that
President Wilson, the same President
who refused to release Eugene Debs
from jail, intervened on Hill’s behalf be-
cause a sweet lady (who looked more
like a Salvation Army member than

Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, the tamous

IWW organizer) paid him a visit. :
What Wideberg forgets to mention is

that a massive campaign was launched

to free Joe Hill. Thousands of working

class people demonstrated and petition?.

It was this massive movement which

stirred Wilson — not the goodness of his

“heart.

" 1f Joe Hill had never left New York
City, this would have been a good movie.
The first part, which pictures the poverty
of foreign immigrants coming to the
“land of plenty,” is sensitively handled.
These scenes, particularly those using the
present-day New York Bowery (skid row),
have quite an impact.

It is surprising that the director of
Adelen 31, which in spite of its own prob-
lems shows some understanding of wor-
king class men and women in struggle,
completely misses the boat with Joe Hill.

The beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury in the United States was an exciting
period on American working class history
and the Wobblies played an important
part in it. If Wideberg had “told it like'
it was,” he could have made a very fine
movie. @

The Real Joe Hill
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Press, 1969. This is a very good
newer book and contains an excel-
lent list of everything ever written
about Joe Hill in its bibliography at
the back e book.

Stavis, Barrie. Man Who Never
Died. New York: 1951,

Stegner, Wallace. The Preacher and
the Slave (later, 1969, reissued Joe
Hill; a biographical novel). Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1950. This
is a novel based on Joe Hill. Steg-
ner felt Hill was guilty.

Stegner, Wallace. “The Case Against
Joe Hill,” New Republic, January
5, 1948, page 21.

Thompson, Fred. The LW.W.: Its
First Fifty Years. Chicago: Indus
trial Workers of the World, 1955.
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Coniraceptive for Men

“Guandian of Fefuses”

Two doctors at the New York Med-
ical College are testing a new male con-
traceptive. Called Bionyx Control, itis
a tiny T-shaped device equipped with
a valve that fits into the sperm duct.
Doctors can turn it on or off to allow
or pi sperm p as desired

- While it can stay in place a lifetime,
the new device, unlike a vasectomy,
should allow for complete reversibility.
However, it is still in the testing stages,
and is not yet available to the public.

Most birth control devices_today
are made for women - the pill, the dia-
phragm, the 1.U.D., and the various
foams, creams, and jellies. As all wo-
men know, each has serious drawbacks
that make it a danger, a bother, or a
source of worry.

Women's liberationists have long
been asking that the medical profes-
/~iondevelop a safe, easy, and inexpen-
. sive contraceptive that could be used
by:men. Hopefully, Bionyx Control
will prove to be one such method.

Jircuses

The strike by the Harlem Globe-
trotters, the oldest and most famous’
of the prof il touring
teams, is the latest in a series of re-
volts by athletes in all major sports at
both the collegiate and professional
levels. As in many other such revolts,
the racist treatment of black athletes ~
as grinning, shuffling, ignorant perform-
ing animals - is a major underlying is-
sue.

Beginning when the players refused
to take the court for a game in Port
Huron, Michigan, the Globetrotters
strike exposed the truth about the con-
ditions to which these athletes are sub-
jected.

Most people who know the Globe-
trotters as a world-famous performing
unit -- whose routines combine superb
basketball skill with vaudeville-style
comic art ~ probably assume that the
players receive salaries and fringe bene-
fits on a level with superstars like
Kareem Jabbar, Connie Hawkins, or
Oscar Robertson in competitive pro-
fessional basketball. But in fact the
Globetrotters work and travel under

_ conditions like those of twenty or
thirty years ago, when professional bas-
ketball was considered a joke and na-
tional Sunday afternoon basketball
telecases were unimaginable.

Before the'strike, the Harlem Globe-
trotters were allotted only one suit per

Lathadl -

=" New York State’s abortion law,

liberalized in June 1970, is now under
attack. Justice Francis X. Smith, of
the State Supreme Court, has issued a
temporary injunction to block abor-
tions in New York City municipal hos-
pitals.

The plaintiff in the case is Robert
M. Byrn, a 40-year-old Roman Catho-
lic bachelor and professor of law at
Fordham University. Mr. Byrn was
recently appointed ‘‘guardian of un-
born fetuses” by a New York State
Supreme Court Justice.

According to the New York Times
“The appointment of special guardians
by the court is a long-standing prac-
tice that is utilized when a judge deter-
mines that any allegedly injured per-
son cannot adequately represent them-
selves in court, such as infants or in-
competents.” Byrn's aim is to eventu-
ally void the state’s abortion law as un-
constitutional.

The New York law permits abor-
tions on the initiative of the woman

player, which they were responsible for

washing themselves. This must be done
while the team travels on a broken-
down bus from one game to the next -

- playing every night in an endless suc-
“cession of one-night stands.

The players sleep and eat on the
bus, yet are expected to be in top form

and grinning broadly from the moment °

they hit the floor for the pre-game

p routil The ies for most
new players average around $4,000, in-
creasing to $16,000 after six years.

In many ways, the working situatipn
of the Globetrotters has changed little
from the days when the life of a tour-
ing basketball team was a literal war of

and her doctor up to the 24th week of
pregnancy. Byrn says this law violates
the 14th Amendment, which holds in
part that no state shall “’deprive any
person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law.”

The city’s Corporation Counsel and
State Attorney General Louis J.
Lefkowitz are filing appeals that will
immediately stay the injunction. Mr.
Byrn declared, however, if neces-

sary he will take his case to the United
States Supreme Court. The trial test-
ing the constitutionality of the state’s
law is scheduled to begin in the State
Supreme Court in Queens on Wednes-
day, January 2.

Robert M. Byrn
o s R e = e e

Women's rights groups have attacked
the inj ion as discriminating against
the poor and as an affront to all wo-
men. The injunction would forbid
abortions only in municipal hospitals,
used by poor women to obtain abor-

tions. The private hospitals, which
are more expensive, would still be able
to perform abortions. :

In the first year of the liberalized
law, 165,000 abortions had been per-
formed in New York. During that year,
there was a decisive drop in illegal abor-
tions and illegitimacy rates, The ma-
ternal death rate was the lowest in
memory.

Robert Byrn claims to be concerned
about saving lives, Obviously though,
he cares nothing about the millions of
women who die from botched up il-
legal abortions, or the children who
are neglected because they were born
unplanned and unwanted by either
their parents or their society.
__Women's liberationists must fight

1o prevent this man and his sympa-

thizers from nullifying the New York
State Law for even one day. And the
fight must continue in New York
State and in the rest of the country to
win free abortion on demand, so that
‘every woman, regardless of her in- _
come, can decide for herself how many
children she will have and when.

Handbook

ST
SR

-

A Job Discrimination Handbook for
working women is now available for
50¢. It describes the various federal
non-discrimination faws and how to
file charges under them. It can be ob-
tained from:

Human Rights for Women, Inc.
1128 National Press Building
Washington, D.C. 20004.

survival -- playing every night against
local teams on asphalt or splintered
wooden courts for a percentage of the
gate (if anyone showed up), against
home-court referees and occasionally
the threat of mob violence from home-
town fans. But the Globetrotters or-
ganization is no longer a starving road
show run as a semi-cooperative venture,
but rather a multi-million-dollar cor-
poration managed along plantation
lines,

_ While most of the players endure
low salaries and anonymity, one of
them -- used as the main Globetrotter
symbol and drawing card - receives

. $65,000, as a device to prevent player

unity against management. The other
players, incredibly, are not even al-
lowed to use the Globetrotter name to
receive publicity or “side money" (e.g.
television commercials), under threat
of lawsuits by the corporation,

This forced anonymity, designed to
degrade the players and enablesmanage-
ment to fire and replace them at will,

rike!

David Finkel

e P
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was one factor which drove dribbling
specialist Marcus Haynes to quit the
team and organize his own. :

The Harlem Globetrotters corpor-
ation has expanded its operations from
basketball into broadcasting and even
television cartoons. The players, who
are'not members of the corporation,
have no voice and receive no benefits
from any of this. Their major fringe
benefit is a twice-a-year banquet at
management expense -- at a hamburger
stand.

All this seems incredible in compar-
ison to the fame and fortune achieved
by thg stars of the National and Amer-
ican Basketball Associations. But then
the NBA/ABA players themselves suf-

“fer all kinds of mistreatment, including
the threat of being released or traded
and the reserve clause which keeps a
player chained to one team {which the
owners want to strengthen by merging
the two leagues). Moreover, pension
benefits were only won by NBA play-
ers when they threatened to strike
thirty minutes before a nationally-
televised All-Star game several years
ago and panick he owners into con-
cessions.

The Globetrotters’ strike demands
did not challenge the fundamental ex-
ploitative structure of professional
sports, but only asked for the most ba-
sic reforms such as an extra suit per
player. The strike settlement reached
late in December did result in certain
improvements -- extra suits for each
player and a new bus for travel. They
failed to win the demanded sickness
benefits. The real change is that the
Pplayers no longer accept their exploj-
tation without protest.m
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I MET AN OLD FRIEND TODAY

I met an old friend today

I knew her well when she was a child
a wild, free spirit fond of the desert
who sat in a dusty country graveyard
to ponder life and death

“a streak of pink sunset

or swiftly purpling mountains

she saw metaphors in the changing of the seasons
symbols in the rocks and rain
felt the stirring to growth .
the desire for knowledge

the love of beauty that only humans know
so that in her unfettered mind
‘she (foolish child) felt herself

a part of what is called mankind

support vour Eocalm

EUREKA: P.O. Box 446, Arcata, Cah‘érnia
95521.
LANSING: P.O. Box 361,
48823.
LOS ANGELES: P.O. Box 125, 308 Westwood
Plaza, Los Angeles, Ca., 90024,
MADISON: c/o Sheppard, 1602 Packers Ave.,
Madison, WI 53704.
NEW JERSEY: c/o Chris Mark,
sey Ave., Princeton, N.J. 08540.
NEW YORK: 17 E. 17th St., 7th Floor, New
York, N.Y. 10003.
PITTSBURGH: c/o White, 6709 Penn. Ave.,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 15208.
PORTLAND: 8200 S.W. 39th Ave., Portland,
Oregon, 97219,
RIVERSIDE: 6096 Riverside Ave., Riverside,
+ Ca. 92506.
SAN DIEGO: c/a La Botz, 3827 Miramar St.,
Apt. C, LaJolla, Ca., 92307.
SAN FRANCISCO: M. Rubin, 294 Carl St.,
1A, San Francisco, Ca., 94117."

East Lansing, M|

108 Demp-

SEATTLE: © 4333 8th Ave. N.E., Seattle, .
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until
they harnessed her bosom

* then her mind

krinkled her hair

stickied her lashes

pastied her lips

slinkied her walk .

sucked out the soul and left a doll
who abandoned sunsets and mountains
for parked cars and the hot beer kisses
of boys who never knew she had a soul

faying aside symbol and metaphor
thought and creation

to get and keep a man

not to dream, but to be his dream
not to create, except his children
not to be, except through him.

Until today

| pretended not to notice
the pensive child who

from time to time rose up
to challenge my conscience.

But now | know | must get to know her again
reach back and find what is left of my self
patch it up after years of neglect

and poor acting in a poorly cast role

learn anew the joy of being.

 Maxine Valdés

she somehow learned her true goal in life:

Revolutionary
Buttons

Karl Marx, Fred Engels, V.. Lenin, Leon
Trotsky, Rosa L g, Karl Liebknecht,
William Morris, Eugene Debs, Big Bill Hay-
wood, Joe Hill, Nat Turner, Harriet Tubman,
Frederick Douglass, Malcolm X, John Brown,

. Emiliano Zapata, James Connolly, Jean-Paul
Marat, Sam Adams, Tom Paine.

26c each in day-glo colors, white, or gold,
Bulk orders: 10 for $2, 100 for $15. Order
from: International Socialists, 14131 Wood-
Ward Ave., Highland Park, Mich, §8203,

International Socialists
Third Floor

14131 Woodward Avenue
Highland Park, Michigan
48203

| would like more information about
International Socialism and the .S,

J
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