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New Burnham offer rejected

TEACHERS SLAM
CASTLE ‘CEILING’

MRS BARBARA CASTLE’S new incomes policy

failed its first test yesterday when leaders of
Britain’s 345,000 teachers rejected the Burnham
committee’s latest pay offer.

Fears that the commit-
tee’s meeting had been
deliberately delayed so
that its offer could be
made in the context of the
government’s White Paper
proved entirely justified.

The management side’s
41 per cent offer conformed
exactly to the government’s
proposed ‘ceiling’ for in-
creases.

Sir Ronald Gould, for the
teachers’ side, explained that
the offer had consisted of £100
on the minimum salary scale,

tapering off to £60 on the
maximum.

‘We turned it down,” said,

Radiators
grinding
to a halt

COVENTRY Radiators
yesterday laid off 150 of
its 1,200 workers, put
200 others on one shift
a week and told the rest
that their jobs were un-
der daily review.

A strike by some 220 press
operators at the factory,
which now seems certain
to affect production in
the motor industry, is in
its fourth week.

It is unlikely that the lay-offs
will be any more successful
in forcing them back to
work than recent attempts
whip up a witch-hunt in the
local press.

No meeting of the strikers has
been arranged before Thurs-
day.

The strikers are determined to
win their fight against man-
agement attempts to in-
troduce arbitrary speed-up
under the terms of a new
productivity deal.

Now, no doubt, another
problem will be raised . . .
what protection do the
factory’s workers have
against arbitrary lay-offs?

Although, as the strikers
point out, important ques-
tions of principle for all
car and engineering workers
are raised by the strike, it
has still not been given
official backing.

TR

Gould, ‘because we do not like
differentials.

‘We do not like offers based
on incomes policies not vet
approved by parliament.’

In a full year, the proposed
increases would have meant
an average pay rise of only
£68 10s as compared to the
teachers’ £135 a year all-round
claim.

So much for the White
Paper’s promise to assist
the lower paid !

Adjourned

The teachers’ leaders re-
jected suggestions that their
claim should go either to
arbitration or to the Prices
and Incomes Board.

It was then agreed to ad-
journ until January 5.

What happens now?

Mr Edward Britton, general
secretary-designate of the
National Union of Teachers,
has said that if the battle for
the £135 rise had not been
conceded by yesterday’s meet-
ing further strikes would be
called.

More selective strikes on
full pay?
The union leaders’ strike

strategy has been knocked
into the same cocked hat as
their hopes that they could
avoid an all-out conflict with
the government.

Since the beginning of Nov-
ember, more than 150,000
members of the National
Union of Teachers have been
involved in half-day or whole-
day strikes.

Teachers in 5,000 schools
volunteered for the two-week
strikes which ended at the
weekend.

Only the mobilization of
this force for all-out action
on a national scale is going
to win the teachers’ claim
in full.

Rigorous

Right-wing commentators
now openly admit that what-
ever happens to the incomes
policy over the next few
months, it will certainly be
rigorously enforced following
a Tory return to political
power.

Every scrap of this policy
must thus be decisively de-
feated before the election.

All-out action by the
teachers would help to drive
a final stake in the heart of
the Labour leaders’ infamous
incomes legislation.
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MIKE BANDA (Editor of Workers™ Press)
SHEILA TORRANCE (National Secretary of the
Young Socialists)

BY DAVID MAUDE

Mr Edward Britton, general
secretary - designate of the
National Union of Teachers
being interviewed after yester-
day’s rejection of the latest
Burnham Committee pay offer.
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Libyans
press
immediate
banonbases

AN EIGHT-MAN US dele-
gation arrived in Libya
yesterday for talks on the
evacuation of the massive
Wheelus US air base outside
Tripoli.

Last week British officials
in Tripoli agreed to  begin
withdrawal of all forces, due
to be completed by March
1970. -

Under an existing treaty,
US forces are due to be with-
drawn by December 1970, but
the new military government
is pressing for immediate
withdrawal.

GREEK JAIL
PENALTIES

“I'THE “Greek military junta

yesterday introduced penalties
of up to two years imprison-
ment for anyone convicted of
spreading false rumours and
reports likely to cause anxiety
among the public.

Earlier this month the
government brought in the
death penalty for convictions
of setting off explosives result-
ing in loss of life.

The daily organ of the

Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

STOP WILSON'S VISIT
10 WASHINGTON

Let’
unite

Young Socialists propose
united action to Young
Communist League

THE National Secretary of the Young Socialists
sent the following letter on December 10 to
Barney Davis of the YCL.

Dear Comrade,

In a recent issue of
“Challenge” you call upon “all
workers” to *“abstain from
attending their place of em-
ployment on January 1” under
the caption “Take the holiday
you ought to have”.

The Young Socialists have
launched a campaign against
the war in Vietmam to “Stop
Wilson going to Washington”
at the end of January.

This, in our opinion, is an
opportunity to establish a re-
lationship between the grow-
ing hostility towards Wilson’s
anti-working-class policies and
opposition to the war in Viet-
nam.

The money which the
Labour government is squeez-
ing out of the working class,
by deliberately allowing the
cost of living to rise at the
expense of wages, is paid over
to the American bankers in
interest on loans. :

In turn it goes towards
financing the war in Vietnam.

We believe that your de-
mand for a “holiday” on
January 1 should be politicall
broadened by an appeal#Tor
workers to strike on January
1 as a protest against Wilson
visiting Nixon.

The National Committee of
the Young Socialists therefore
proposes a joint campaign

LHITHHHBRTIHTEH

along these lines to the Young
Communist League.

We. would be pleased to
discuss the matter further
with a delegation from your
organization and Iook forward
to hearing from you.

Yours fraternally,
Sheila Torrance.

® So far there has been

no reply.

Familiar
a0oressors
in new Israeli
Gabinet

MRS GOLDA MEIR'S new

Israeli Cabinet was pre-
sented to the Knesset
yesterday.

Drawing its 24 members

from nearly all parties, it can
rely on the support of 102 out
of the 120 members in the
House.

Familiar figures in the
Cabinet associated with the
Zionist drive against the Arab
people are Moshe Dayan, who
remains Minister of ‘Defence’
(read ‘Aggression’) and Abba
Eban, Minister of Foreign
Affairs.

DIAMOND
SHARES FALL

THE share value of Consolid-
ated African Selection Trust,
the UK-based mining com-
pany, fell more than £2,500,000
yesterday morning following
the news that Sierre Leone is
to partially nationalize its
diamond mining interests.

Sierre Leone’s Prime Minis-
ter, Dr Siaka Stevens, has
announced that his govern-
ment would take a 51 per cent
interest in all mining opera-
tions in the country before
the end of March, 1970, but
would pay ‘fair value’ for the
shares so acquired.

Ford (Halewood) men say:

We must win
parity fight

FORD WORKERS from most of the company’s
British plants meet at Coventry in just under five
weeks’ time to discuss their fight for parity of
earnings with Midlands carworkers.

Last week’s announce«
ment from the company’s

Dearborn, Michigan head--

quarters of preparations
for a massive new £80
million-plus overseas in-
vestment programme in
1970 can mean only one
thing. :
The fight for parity will
be waged against the most
bitter resistance from Ford’s

itself.

Union leaders and shop
stewards are leaving Ford
workers dangerously unpre-

pared for this struggle.
‘There's no doubt about the
support for parity on the
shop floor’, a young Halewood
transmission shop  worker
told the Workers Press at the

weekend. ‘The question is
how do we get it?’
Cash offer
‘Ford’s are supposed to

make a hard cash offer on
January 23 [date of the next

National Joint Negotiating
Committee]’, Halewood’s de-
puty convenor Les Brooks

explained.

The meaning of the British
Road to Socialism’

‘Another common question was on aid to underdeveloped
countries. The contrast in our viewpoint with that of the
other parties was strikingly brought out at the Council of

Churches’ confrontation meeting. . . .
. The British Road to Socialism became yet

this question . .

While 1 was answering

more real to me. I could see the vicar of Swindon’s main
parish church nodding vigorously and after the meeting he
made a point of congratulating me on my answer.—Judith
Gradwell, Communist Party candidate in the recent Swindon

by-election, writing in R.
December 1969.

Palme Dutt’s ‘Labour Monthly’,

By our Industrial correspondent

‘I think the general feeling
is to wait until then before we
make a move. But if they
don’t come across with some-
thing substantial that'll be
game shot, won’t it?

‘Whether the union officials
will support us or not, I
don’t know.

‘It would be nice if they
did. But, let’s put it this way,
we're not worrying about it.

‘There’s no  doubt this is
going to be a hard one.

‘The last business—in Feb-
ruary—was small fry in com-
parison. Ramsay’s made the
company’s attitude quite clear
and they’re making their own
preparations.’

Ford’'s have already played
one of the main cards in their
hand and shown another.

At a meeting with senior
stewards in London last
Friday, directors insisted that
they would have to move
body dies for the fast-selling
Capri from Halewood to their
Cologne plant.

Replaced

These would be replaced, it
was proposed, by duplicate
Escort dies from Belgium’s
Genk plant.

The stewards, who see this
as a piece of blatant prepar-
ation for a major strike battle
involving Halewood, opposed
this vehemently.

Most stewards spoken to
by the Workers Press so far
have little confidence in such
a transfer being stopped by
the six - point  agreement
reached by leaders of the
European car unions ten days
ago in Paris.

They placed more reliance,
however, on the European
Ford convenors’ conference
which took place in Ostend
at the weekend.

Ford’s second card—the

® PAGE 4 COL. 7 —»

East India Hall

NEEP LEFT WEEKEND RALLY

Saturday and Sunday, January 10 and 11

1970 marks the 19th year of the Young Socialists’ official

newspaper. Selling at 4d for 16 three-colour pages and with

a circulation of 20,000, it is the foremost youth paper in
the labour movement today.

KEEP LEFT INVITES ALL ITS READERS TO THE

ANNUAL GENERAL

MEETING

East India Hall, East India Dock Road,
London, E.14
Saturday, January 10

2.30 p.m.

Young Socialist National Speaking Contest
DANCE IN THE EVENING

The Crescendos
The Element of Truth

Special appearance
LONG JOHN BALDRY

8 p.m.-11 p.m.

ALM MAKING AND THE
YOUNE SOCIALISTS

Sunday, January 11

CLASSIC CINEMA, POND STREET
HAMPSTEAD, LONDON, N.W.3

9.30 a.m.

IMPERIALISM

2 PM.
MARCH :

4 P.M.

STOP WILSON’S WASHINGTON
VISIT !
FOR THE DEFEAT OF US

IN VIETNAM!

DEMONSTRATION
SUNDAY JAN. 11

ASSEMBLE : Speakers’ Corner (Marble Arch),

via Oxford Street, Regent Street,
Trafalgar Square past Downing Street.
MEETING : Lyceum Ballroom, near Aldwych,

Details from 186a Clapham High Street, London, S.W.4
Tickets for the whole weekend 12s 6d

'Keep Left’
circulation

IN PREPARATION for a
big expansion in the work
of the Young Socialists in
1970 the movement's
official paper has been in-
creased in size to 16 pages
this month.

This step forward by the
Young Socialists and Keep
Left is part of the struggle to
build a revolutionary leader-
ship of the working class in a
period when, because of the
treachery of the Labour
leadership the great danger is
now the return of a right-
wing reactionary Tory govern-
ment to power.

Printed in five colours and
costing only 4d., Keep Left's
development will spearhead
the Young Socialists’ drive
forward next year to build a
mass  revolutionary  youth
movement,

Keep Left’s price has not
gone up aimost since the
paper started nearly 19 years
ago and yet it has retained
its high standards consistently.

This is in spite of the fact
that many other papers have
nearly doubled in price.

The paper has deliberately
kept this low price so that
its readers, many of whom
are young apprentices and
young workers earning low
wages can buy it.

In the new year the paper
will be even more improved
with a new high-quality paper.

This, however, will mean
greater printing costs since
prices have risen greatly in the
past year and promise to do
so again next year.

It is on this basis that the
Keep Left editorial beard is
to propose at the next annual
meeting on January 10, 1970
that the price be increased to
6d

Its front page is a striking
presentation of the forth-
coming demonstration for the
defeat of US imperialism in
Vietnam and against Wilson’s
visit to see Nixon in Washing-
ton at the end of January
1970.

1970 is to be the ‘Year of
Lenin and Trotsky', marking
100 years since the birth of
Lenin and 30 years since the
death of Trotsky.

For the Young Socialists it
is more than a commemor-
ation.

They have planned a whole
programme which includes
their tenth Annual Confer-
ence in Scarborough, a mass
rally in London on June 5 at
Alexandra Palace, and an in-
ternational  conference of
revolutionary youth in the

" autumn.

(The main resolution for
the Scarborough conference
is already out in the
branches for discussion).

Starting the year off will
be the Keep Left Weekend
Rally on January 10 and 11,
advertised on this page.

PRICE 6d.

Workers
Press
looks

at 1970

AS WE SWING into the 12th
week of publishing the daily
Workers Press, it is possible

to speak more specifically
about what we propose to do
in 1970.

A substantial modern ex-
tension to our editorial offices
will enable us to enlarge our
staff for the purpose of
char_lg_ing the inside format in
addition to launching our
week-end magazine section.

For this to function
efficiently we have also to in-
stall additional technical
equipment which should be
completed early in May, 1970.

However, long before that
we will have made a number
of important changes which
will, we are sure, please oup
readers.

Financially, provided we re-
ceive £1,000 fighting fund a
month, and sales keep going
up at the rate they are at
present, we will not have any
need to raise the price of our
paper.

Because of the increase in
newsprint and other materials
the price of most periodicals
and papers wiil be going up
early in 1970. Our price will
stay at 6d.

It is you, our readers, who
are responsible for this prom-
ising state of affairs.

By your sacrifice and deter-
mination you are making sure
we have the political tools to
do the job.

This enables us to forge
ahead without a crisis looking
over our shoulder and, with-
out giving any secrets away,
we hope to greatly improve
our news coverage in the late
autumn.

The fund for December
stands at £243 10s 5d but
Xmas stands in beween now
and December 31, the closing
date.

We need £756 9s 7d to see
us through.

c st 1 W butk of this
in before Xmas? That is the
only way to make sure we
make the target.

Once again it is up to you.
Post your meoenthly donation
at once to:

Monthly Workers Press

Fighting Fuad
186a Clapham High Street
London, SW4.

R e L

NURSES PAY: The govern-
ment eéxpects to receive the
final part of the nurses’ pay
claim this week and the two
sides of the Whitley Council
have planned a series of joint
negotiations to- start shortly
after Christmas, Dr John Dun-
woody, Parliamentary Under
Secretary, Health and Social
Security, said in the Commons
yvesterday.

NEW B-LEYLAND PLANT:
British-Leyland plans to build
a £1 million lorry assembily
plant at Malines near Brussels
as part of preparations for a
possible British entry into
the Common Market.

The new factory, sited next
to British-Leyland’s Triumph
car plant, will assemble lorries
of between nine and 19 tons.

EEC LEADERS MEET: Cabi-
net Ministers from the Com-
mon Market countries met
yesterday to begin a week’s
talks on the entry of Britain
and other candidate countries.

The first major item for
discussion was the financing
of huge EEC agricultural
surpluses. France is likely to
insist that agreement is
reached on this  before
Britain's entry is negotiated.

MILAN FUNERAL: Many
workers struck in Milan
yesterday when 100,000 at-

tended the funeral of the 14
victims of last Friday’s bomb
attack on a Milan bank.
Police have still to uncover
‘the organizers of the ex-
plosion, thought by many to

be the work of right-wing
extremists.

®
LTB STRIKE TO END:

Leaders of London Transport's
Acton maintenance men went
to the Department of Employ-
ment and Productivity yester-
day with news of the men’s
acceptance of terms for end-
ing the strike.

The proposals — which in-
cluded temporary restoration
of a recruiting agreement
broken by the LTB while
negotiations took place—were
rejected last Thursday, but

accepted yesterday.
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TEACHERS SLAM

MRS BARBARA CASTLE’S new incomes policy

failed its first test yesterday when leaders of
Britain’s 345,000 teachers rejected the Burnham
committee’s latest pay offer.

Fears that the commit-
tee’s meeting had been
deliberately delayed so
that its offer could be
made in the context of the
government’s White Paper
proved entirely justified.

The management side’s
41 per cent offer conformed
exactly to the government’s
proposed ‘ceiling’ for in-
creases.

Sir Ronald Gould, for the
teachers’ side, explained that
the offer had consisted of £100
on the minimum salary scale,

tapering off to £60 on the
maximum,.

‘We turned it down,” said,

Radiators
grinding
to a halt

COVENTRY Radiators
yesterday laid off 150 of
its 1,200 workers, put
200 others on one shift
a week and told the rest
that their jobs were un-
der daily review.

A strike by some 220 press
operators at the factory,
which now seems certain
to affect production in
the motor industry, is in
its fourth week.

It is unlikely that the lay-offs
will be any more successful
in forcing them back to
work than recent attempts
whip up a witch-hunt in the
local press.

No meeting of the strikers has
been arranged before Thurs-
day.

The strikers are determined to
win their fight against man-
agement attempts to in-
troduce arbitrary speed-up
under the terms of a new
productivity deal.

Now, no doubt, another
problem will be raised . . .
what protection do the
factory’s workers have
against arbitrary lay-offs?

Although, as the strikers
point out, important ques-
tions of principle for all
car and engineering workers
are raised by the strike, it
has still not been given
official backing.

LTTERITHBNTHBTTHET

Gould, ‘because we do not like
differentials.

‘We do not like offers based
on incomes policies not yet
approved by parliament.’

In a full year, the proposed
increases would have meant
an average pay rise of only
£68 10s as compared to the
teachers’ £135 a year all-round
claim.

So much for the White
Paper’s promise to assist
the lower paid !

Adjourned

The teachers’ leaders re-
jected suggestions that their
claim should go either to
arbitration or to the Prices
and Incomes Board.

It was then agreed to ad-
journ until January 5.

What happens' now? -

Mr Edward Britton, general
secretary-designate of the
National Union of Teachers,
has said that if the battle for
the £135 rise had not been
conceded by yesterday’s meet-
ing further strikes would be
called.

More selective strikes on
full pay?

The wunion leaders’ strike
strategy has been knocked
into the same cocked hat as
their hopes that they could
avoid an all-out conflict with
the government.

Since the beginning of Nov-
ember, more than 150,000
members of the National
Union of Teachers have been
involved in half-day or whole-
day strikes.

Teachers in 5,000 schools
volunteered for the two-week
strikes which ended at the
weekend.

Only the mobilization of
this force for all-out action
on a national scale is going
to win the teachers’ claim
in full.

Rigorous

Right-wing commentators
now openly admit that what-
ever happens to the incomes
policy over the next few
months, it will certainly be
rigorously enforced following
a Tory return to political
power. '

Every scrap of this policy
must thus be decisively de-
feated before the election.

All-out action by the
teachers would help to drive
a final stake in the heart of
the Labour leaders’ infamous
incomes legislation.
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Sunday December 21, 7.30 p.m.
Industries Exhibition Centre
Carver Street (behind City Hall)

Speakers

MIKE BANDA (Editor of Workers" Press)
SHEILA TORRANCE (National Secretary of the
Young Socialists)

BY DAVID MAUDE

Mr Edward Britton, general
secretary - designate of

National Union of Teachers
being interviewed after yester-
day’s rejection of the latest
Burnham Committee pay offer.
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CASTLE ‘CEILING’

The daily organ of the

Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

STOP WILSON'S VISIT
10 WASHINGTON

Let’

unite

Young Socialists propose
united action to Young

Libyans
press
immediate
banonbases

AN EIGHT-MAN US dele-
gation arrived in Libya
yesterday for talks on the
evacuation of the massive
Wheelus US air base outside
Tripoli.

Last week British officials
in Tripoli agreed to begin
withdrawal of all forces, due
to be completed by March
1970.

Under an existing treaty,
US forces are due to be with-
drawn by December 1970, but
the new military government
is pressing for immediate
withdrawal.

GREEK JAIL
PENALTIES

SRl T R

THE Greek military junta
yesterday introduced penalties
of up to two years imprison-
ment for anyone convicted of
spreading false rumours and
reports likely to cause anxiety
among the public.

Earlier this month the
government brought in the
death penalty for convictions
of setting off explosives result-
ing in loss of life.

Communist League

THE National Secretary of the Young Socialists
sent the following letter on December 10 to
Barney Davis of the YCL.

Dear Comrade,

In a recent issue of
“Challenge” you call upon “all
workers” to “abstain from
attending their place of em-
ployment on January 1” under
the caption “Take the holiday
you ought to have”,

The Young Socialists have
launched a campaign against
the war in Vietnam to “Stop
Wilson going to Washington”
at the end of January.

This, in our opinion, is an
opportunity to establish a re-
lationship between the grow-
ing hostility towards Wilson’s
anti-working-class policies and
opposition to the war in Viet-
nam.

The money which the
Labour government is squeez-
ing out of the working class,
by deliberately allowing the
cost of living to rise at the
expense of wages, is paid over
to the American bankers in
interest on loans.

S~ & .

In tuin ‘it goes towards
financing the war in Vietnam.

We believe that your de-
mand for a “holiday” on
January 1 should be political
broadened by an appeal T
workers to strike on January
1 as a protest against Wilson
visiting Nixon.

The National Committee of
the Young Socialists therefore

proposes a joint campaign

HUtnmnemmn

along these lines to the Young
Communist League.

We. would be pleased to
discuss the matter further
with a delegation from your
organization and look forward
to hearing from you.

Yours fraternally,
Sheila Torrance.

@® So far there has been

no reply.

Familiar
aggressors
in new Israeli
Calinet

MRS GOLDA MEIR’S new

Israeli Cabinet was pre-
sented to the Knesset
yesterday.

Drawing its 24 members

from nearly all parties, it can
rely on the support of 102 out
of the 120 members in the
House.

Familiar figures in the
Cabinet associated with the
Zionist drive against the Arab
people are Moshe Dayan, who
remains Minister of ‘Defence’
(read ‘Aggression’) and Abba
Eban, Minister of Foreign
Affairs.

DIAMOND
SHARES FALL

THE share value of Consolid-
ated African Selection Trust,
the UK-based mining com-
pany, fell more than £2,500,000
yesterday morning following
the news that Sierre Leone is
to partially nationalize its
diamond mining interests.

Sierre Leone’s Prime Minis-
ter, Dr Siaka Stevens, has
announced that his govern-
ment would take a 51 per cent
interest in all mining opera-
tions in the country before
the end of March, 1970, but
would pay ‘fair value’ for the
shares so acquired.

Ford (Halewood) men say:

We must win
parity fight

FORD WORKERS from most of the company’s
British plants meet at Coventry in just under five
weeks’ time to discuss their fight for parity of

earnings with Midlands
Last week’s announce-
ment from the company’s
Dearborn, Michigan head--
quarters of preparations
for a massive new £80
million-plus overseas in-
vestment programme in
1970 can mean only one
thing. -
The fight for parity will

be waged against the most
bitter resistance from Ford’s

itself.

Union leaders and shop
stewards are leaving Ford
workers dangerously unpre-

pared for this struggle.

‘There’s no doubt about the
support for parity on the
shop floor’, a young Halewood
transmission shop  worker
told the Workers Press at the
weekend. ‘The question is
how do we get it?’

Cash offer

‘Ford’s are supposed to
make a hard cash offer on
January 23 [date of the next
National Joint Negotiating
Committee]’, Halewood’s de-
puty convenor Les Brooks
explained.

The meaning of the ‘British
Road to Socialism’

‘Another common question was on aid to underdeveloped
countries. The contrast in our viewpoint with that of the
other parties was strikingly brought out at the Council of
Churches’ confrontation meeting. . . . While I was answering

this question . .

. The British Road to Socialism became yet

more real to me. I could see the vicar of Swindon’s main
parish church nodding vigorously and after the meeting he
made a point of congratulating me on my answer.”—Judith
Gradwell, Communist Party candidate in the recent Swindon

by-election, writing in R. Palme

December 1969.

Dutt’s ‘Labour Monthly’,

carworkers.
By our industrial correspondent

‘I think the general feeling
is to wait until then before we
make a move. But if they
don’t come across with some-
thing substantial that’ll be
game shot, won't it?

‘Whether the union officials
will support us or not, I
don’t know.

‘It would be nice if they
did. But, let’s put it this way,
we’re not worrying about it.

‘There’s no doubt this is
going to be a hard one.

‘The last business—in Feb-
ruary—was small fry in com-
parison. Ramsay’s made the
company’s attitude quite clear
and they’re making their own
preparations.’

Ford’s have already played
one of the main cards in their
hand and shown another.

At a meeting with senior
stewards in London last
Friday, directors insisted that
they would have to move
body dies for the fast-selling
Capri from Halewood to their
Cologne plant.

Replaced

These would be replaced, it
was proposed, by duplicate
Escort dies from Belgium’s
Genk plant.

The stewards, who see this
as a piece of blatant prepar-
ation for a major strike battle
involving Halewood, opposed
this vehemently.

Most stewards spoken to
by the Workers Press so far
have little confidence in such
a transfer being stopped by
the six - point agreement
reached by leaders of the
European car unions ten days
ago in Paris.

They placed more reliance,
however, on the European
Ford convenors’ conference
which took place in Ostend
at the weekend.

Ford’s second card—the
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KEEP LEFT WEEKEND RRLLY

Saturday and Sunday, January 10 and 11

1970 marks the 19th year of the Young Socialists’ official

newspaper. Selling at 4d for 16 three-colour pages and with

a circulation of 20,000, it is the foremost youth paper in
the labour movement today.

KEEP LEFT INVITES ALL ITS READERS TO THE

ANNUAL GENERAL

MEETING

East India Hall, East India Dock Road,
London, E.14
Saturday, January 10

230 p.m.

Young Socialist National Speaking Contest
DANCE IN THE EVENING

The Crescendos
The Element of Truth

Special appearance
LONG JOHN BALDRY

8 p.m.-11 p.m.

ALM MAKING AND THE
YOUNE SOCIALISTS

Sunday, January 1]

CLASSIC CINEMA, POND STREET
HAMPSTEAD, LONDON, N.W.3

9.30 a.m.

IMPERIALISM

2 PM.

4 P.M.

STOP WILSON’S WASHINGTON
VISIT !
FOR THE DEFEAT OF US

IN VIETNAM!

DEMONSTRATION
SUNDAY JAN. 11

ASSEMBLE : Speakers’ Corner (Marble Arch),

MARCH : via Oxford Street, Regent Street,
Trafalgar Square past Downing Street.
MEETING : Lyceum Ballroom, near Aldwych,

Details from 186a Clapham High Street, London, S.W.4
Tickets for the whole weekend 12s 6d

'Keep Left
circulation

aoes over

20,000

IN PREPARATION for a
big expansion in the work
of the Young Socialists in
1970 the movement’s
official paper has been in-
creased in size to 16 pages
this month.

This step forward by the
Young Socialists and Keep
Left is part of the struggle to
build a revolutionary leader-
ship of the working class in a
period when, because of the
treachery of the Labour
leadership the great danger is
now the return of a right-
wing reactionary Tory govern-
ment to power.

Printed in five colours and
costing only 4d., Keep Left’s
development will spearhead
the Young Socialists’ drive
forward next year to build a
mass revolutionary youth
movement.

Keep Left’s price has not
gone up almost since the
paper started nearly 19 years
ago and yet it has retained
its high standards consistently.

This is in spite of the fact
that many other papers have
nearly doubled in price.

The paper has deliberately
kept this low price so that
its readers, many of whom
are young apprentices and
young workers earning low
wages can buy it.

In the new year the paper
will be even more improved
with a new high-quality paper.

This, however, will mean
greater printing costs since
prices have risen greatly in the
past year and promise to do
SO again next year.

It is on this basis that the
Keep Left editorial board is
to propose at the next annual
meeting on January 10, 1970
t6}:iat the price be increased to

Its front page is a striking
presentation of the forth-
coming demonstration for the
defeat of US imperialism in
Vietnam and against Wilson’s
visit to see Nixon in Washing-
ton at the end of January
1970.

1970 is to be the ‘Year of
Lenin and Trotsky’, marking
100 years since the birth of
Lenin and 30 years since the
death of Trotsky.

For the Young Socialists it
is more than a commemor-
ation.

They have planned a whole
programme which includes
their tenth Annual Confer-
ence in Scarborough, a mass
rally in London on June 5 at
Alexandra Palace, and an in-
ternational conference of
revolutionary youth in the
autumn.

(The main resolution for
the Scarborough conference
is already out in the YS
branches for discussion).

Starting the year off will
be the Keep Left Weekend
Rally on January 10 and 11,
advertised on this page.

PRICE 6d.

Workers
Press
looks

at 1970

AS WE SWING into the 12th
week of publishing the daily
Workers Press, it is possible

to speak more specifically
about what we propose to do
in 1970.

A substantial modern ex-
tension to our editorial offices
will enable us to enlarge our
staff for the purpose of
changing the inside format in
addition to launching our
week-end magazine section.

For  this to function
efficiently we have also to in-
stall additional technical
equipment which should be
completed early in May, 1970.

However, long before that
we will have made a number
of important changes which
will, we are sure, please our
readers.

Financially, provided we re-
ceive £1,000 fighting fund a
month, and sales keep going
up at the rate they are at
present, we will not have any
need to raise the price of our
paper.

Because of the increase in
newsprint and other materials
the price of most periodicals
and papers will be going up
early in 1970. Our price will
stay at 6d.

It is you, our readers, who
are responsible for this prom-
ising state of affairs.

By your sacrifice and deter-
mination you are making sure
we have the political tools to
do the job.

This enables us to forge
aheéad without a crisis looking
over our shoulder and, with-
out giving any secrets away,
we hope to greatly improve
our news coverage in the late
autumn.

The fund for December
stands at £243 10s 5d but
Xmas stands in beween now
and December 31, the closing
date.

We need £756 9s 7d to see
us through.

Can-we g3’ e Bulk of this
in before Xmas? That is the
only way to make sure we
make the target.

Once again it is up to you.
Post your monthly donation
at once to:

Monthly Workers Press

Fighting Fund
186a Clapham High Street
London, SW4.

Briefly

NURSES PAY: The govern-

ment expects to receive the
final part of the nurses’ pay
claim this week and the two
sides of the Whitley Council
have planned a series of joint
negotiations to start shortly
after Christmas, Dr John Dun-
woody, Parliamentary Under
Secretary, Health and Social
Security, said in the Commons
yesterday.

NEW B-LEYLAND PLANT:
British-Leyland plans to build
a £1 million lorry assembly
plant at Malines near Brussels
as part of preparations for a
possible British entry into
the Common Market.

The new factory, sited next
to British-Leyland’s Triumph
car plant, will assemble lorries
of between nine and 19 tons.

EEC LEADERS MEET: Cabi-
net Ministers from the Com-
mon Market countries met
yesterday to begin a week’s
talks on the entry of Britain
and other candidate countries.

The first major item for
discussion was the financing
of huge EEC agricultural
surpluses. France is likely to
insist that agreement is
reached on this  before
Britain’s entry is negotiated.

MILAN FUNERAL:
workers  struck in
yesterday when 100,000 at-
tended the funeral of the 14
victims of last Friday’s bomb
attack on a Milan bank.

Police have still to uncover
the organizers of the ex-
plosion, thought by many to
be the work of right-wing
extremists.

LTB STRIKE TO END:
Leaders of London Transport’s
Acton maintenance men went
to the Department of Employ-
ment and Productivity yester-
day with news of the men’s
acceptance of terms for end-
ing the strike.

The proposals — which in-
cluded temporary restoration
of a recruiting agreement
broken by the LTB while
negotiations took place—were
rejected last Thursday, but
accepted yesterday.
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PART ONE

COMMUNIST PARTY
general secretary John
Gollan’s slanderous
attack on Trotsky at a
recent CP public meeting
in Leeds (reported in
Workers Press of Decem-
ber 3) has raised a num-
ber of pertinent questions
relating to Stalinist his-
tory and methodology.

In reply to questions from
the floor on Trotskyism,
Gollan claimed that Trotsky’s
ideas ‘were a menace to the
Soviet Union’.

Gollan stated that Trotsky
had been for the defeat of
the Soviet Union in any war
with Nazi Germany, repeating
the old Stalinist slander that
‘whether he [Trotsky] got
money directly from Hitler
is open to question’.

As is invariably the case
with such slanders, no docu-
mentary proof was quoted to
substantiate the accusations.

This was also the hall-mark
of the Moscow Trials, where
scores of Communist leaders,
all close comrades of Lenin,
were sent to their deaths

urely on the basis of ‘con-
essions’ extracted under
enormous and prolonged phy-
gical and moral pressure
exerted by their bureaucratic
captors.

In this latest outburst,
Gollan has revealed himself yet
again as a Stalinist reared in
the Vyshinksy - Yezhov - Beria
mopld.

Gollan makes two accus-
ations.

Firstly, that Trotsky wished
for the defeat of the Soviet
Union in any clash with Nazi
Germany.

Naturally this  Stalinist
quotes no documents of writ-
ings to prove his point, be-
cause no such writings exist.

Unconditional

There are, however, ample
" available statements made by
Trotsky and the Fourth Inter-
national calling for wuncon-
ditional defence of the Soviet
Union in war-time, and Gollan
is well aware of them.

For reasons of space, it is
only possible to quote from a
few:

‘. . . let us suppose that
Hitler turns his weapons
against the East and invades
the territories occupied by the
Red Army. [Trotsky is refer-
ring here to the region ceded
to the Soviet Union after the
partition of Poland under the
terms of the Stalin-Hitler Pact
of August 23, 1939.]

‘Under these conditions,
partisans of the Fourth Inter-
national, without changing in
any way their attitude toward
the Kremlin oligarchy, will
advance to the forefront, as
the most urgent task of the
hour, the military resistance
against Hitler. The workers

will say: “We cannot cede to
the overthrowing of

Hitler

GOLLAN'S

anti-Trotskyi
SLANDERS

e refute

Trotsky studies the Dewey Commission report, a Commission set up in 1937 to inquire into the charges made against
Trotsky at the Moscow Trials.

Stalin; that is-our own task”’
(Trotsky: ‘In  Defence of
Marxism’ pp. 24-25).

And on page 35 of the
same work, which almost in
its entirety is devoted to the
Marxist analysis of why the
Soviet Union must be defended
against imperialism, Trotsky
expands on this question:

‘We are completely and
wholeheartedly for an inde-
pendent (of Hitler as well as
of Stalin) Soviet Ukraine. But
what to do if, before having
obtained this independence,
Hitler attempts to seize the
Ukraine, which is under the
domination of the Stalinist
bureaucracy?

‘The Fourth International
answers: Against Hitler we will
defend this Ukraine enslaved
by Stalin. What does ‘“un-
conditional” defence of the
USSR mean? It means that
we do not lay any conditions
upon the bureaucracy. It
means that independently of
of the motive and causes of
the war we defend the social
basis of the USSR ([its
nationalized  property re-
lations] if it is menaced by
danger on the part of im-
perialism.’

This is but a small sample
of the writings which Gollan
deliberately ignores when he
slanders Trotsky’s position on
the defence of the Soviet
Union.

Gollan has nothing to offer
except the same old lies.

The same applies to the

other Stalinist slander of
Trotsky’s alleged relations
with the Nazi regime in
Germany.

It is important first of all
to establish the exact condi-
tions in which this lie was
first given prominence by the
Stalinists.

The first Moscow Trial of
Old Bolsheviks in August 1936
did not accuse Zinoviev,
Kamenev and the rest of the
‘sixteen’ with working on be-
half of the Nazis.

They were charged at that

‘trial’ with  straightforward
counter-revolution, and chiefly
with the assassination of the
Stalinist leader in Leningrad,
S. M. Kirov.

It has long been revealed
that Kirov was killed in 1934
by the Stalinist police, on
Stalin’s orders, as the provo-
cation required for the mass
purges that Stalin had already
prepared.

It was at the second Moscow
Trial of January 1937 that
the first allegations were made
concerning Trotsky’s dealings
with the Nazis.

A study of the proceedings
of the second Moscow Trial
throw a great deal of light
not only on the workings and
motives of the Soviet bur-
eaucracy, but the source of
the slanders Gollan hurls at
the Socialist Labour League
today.

Defended trials

Through its influence in the
‘Left Book Club’, the British
Communist Party was able to
get published several books
defending the purges and
Trials in the Soviet Union. One
such work was that of Dudley
Collard, ‘Soviet Justice and
the trial of Radek and others’.

With the obligatory fore-
ward by D. N. Pritt (‘I welcome
Mr Collard’s book warmly’)
‘Soviet Justice’ deals in some
detail with the ‘evidence’ given
by Radek, who from his
desertion from the Left
Opposition in 1929 until his
arrest, was the most servile
of Stalin’s publicists.

Radek’s testimony is most
important, as upon it rested
the Stalinist case for Trotsky’s
collusion with the Nazis, the
same slander that Gollan re-
peated at the Leeds meeting
recently.

The indictment at the trial
reads:

‘The investigation has es-
tablished that L. D. Trotsky
entered into negotiations with
one of the leaders of the

German  National Socialist
Party with a view to waging
a joint struggle against the
Soviet Union.

‘As testified by the accused
Pyatakov, L. D. Trotsky, in
his conversation with the
accused in December 1935, in-
formed him that as a result of
these negotiations he had
concluded an agreement with
the said leader of the National
Socialist Party in the following
terms:

‘(1) To guarantee a gen-
erally favourable attitude to-
wards the German government
and the necessary collabor-
ation with it in the most
important questions of an
international character.

‘(2) To agree to territorial
concessions.

‘(3) To permit German
industrialists, in the form of
concessions (or some other
forms), to exploit enterprises
in the USSR which are essen-

tial auxiliaries to German

economy.

‘(4) To create in the USSR
favourable conditions for the
activities of German private
enterprise.

‘(5) In time of war to
carry on extensive diver-
sionist activities in war indus-
try enterprises and at the
front.  These diversionist
activities are to be carried on
under Trotsky’s instructions,
in agreement with the German
General Staff.

‘Hess meeting’

‘The principles of this agree-
ment, as Trotsky related, were
finally elaborated and adopted
during Trotsky’s meeting with
Hitler’s deputy, Hess’ (quoted
from ‘International Press Cor-
respondence’, p. 128. No. 6,
February 1937).

This was the indictment

brought against Trotsky and
the defendants at the second
Moscow Trial.

ZinovieVv, Kamenev and the
other Bolsheviks killed after
the first Trial were now, of
course, posthumously included
in the charge of collusion with
Hitler, despite the fact that
throughout the first trial no
reference had been made to
their alleged relationship with
the Nazis.

We shall return to this in-
dictment, the substance of
which Gollan still publicly up-
holds, in a moment.

And what of the indictment
of the third, 1938, Trial:

‘The materials in the pos-
session of the investigating
authorities on the present case
established that the connec-
tions between enemy of the
people Trotsky and the
German political police and
the Intelligence Services of
other countries were es-
tablished at a much earlier
date. The investigation has
definitely  established  that
Trotsky has been connected
with the German Intelligence
Service since 1921, and with
the British Intelligence Service
since 1926’ (‘Verbatim Report
of Court Proceedings in the
case of the Anti-Soviet bloc
of Rights and Trotskyists’).

These ‘materials’, claimed to
be ‘in the possession of the
investigating authorities’ have
never been published. They
cannot be, for they never
existed.

But lack of documentary
evidence apart, the case against
Trotsky collapsed under the
sheer weight of its internal
contradictions.

Take the alleged meeting of
the old Bolshevik and Left
Oppositionist Pyatakov with
Trotsky in 1935, when the
details of Trotsky’s deal with
the Nazis were supposed to
have been passed on via
Pyatakov to the opposition in
the Soviet Union.

It was vital to the Stalinists
to prove that such a meeting
took place. Without such
‘proof’, the whole of the case
collapsed for lack of evidence
that Trotsky had maintained
contact with the ‘pro-Nazi’
opposition in the USSR.

This is the famous case of
Oslo airport where, Pyatakov
claimed, his plane had landed
in December 1935 before he
drove by car to meet Trotsky,
who at that time was exiled
in Norway.

Unfortunately for the
Stalinists, no aeroplane landed
at Oslo airport throughout the
entire winter months of 1935-
1936, let alone the month of
December.

Established

The official records of the
airport authorities established
this fact beyond all doubt

Pyatakov never set foot in
Norway either at that time or
any other while Trotsky was
in the country. Therefore
there was no meeting, no
negotiations, no plot with
Hitler against Stalin and no
counter - revolutionary con-
spiracy with the German
General Staff.

All the details concerning
the frame-up of the Old Bol-
sheviks in the Moscow Trials
are set out in the ‘Moscow
Trials Anthology’ (New Park
Publications, 12s. 6d.) and
therefore need not be repeated
here.

But certain other aspects of
the charges against Trotsky
took on an added significance
after the Second World War.

The capture of the Nazi
archives provided the Allies
with all the documentary
evidence they required to try
the leaders of the Nazi Party
as war criminals.

These were the same leaders
that the Moscow Trials had
alleged were acting in collusion
with Trotsky before the war to
overthrow Soviet power and
restore capitalism in the USSR.

Here was a wonderful
opportunity  for Gollan’s
charge to be confirmed. The
Soviet judges at the Nurem-
burg trials would surely now
demand an admission from
Hess and company that they
had indeed worked with
Trotsky to further the aims

Y. PYATAKOV

All the details concerning
the frame-up of the Old
Bolsheviks in the Moscow
Trials are set out in the
‘MOSCOW TRIALS AN-
THOLOGY’ (New Park
Publications 12s 6d).

of Nazi imperialism in the

east.

Here, at last, was the chance
to prove for all time the
genuineness of the verdicts
passed at the three Moscow
Trials and at the court-martials
of the military leaders also
charged with acting in concert
with the German General
Staff and Intelligence Service.

The Soviet judges could also

- demand that all the document-

ary material relating to the
activities of the Nazi con-
spiracy in the Soviet Union be
published.

Surely this was part of the
charge to be brought against
the Nazi leaders, that they pre-
pared for war on the Soviet
Union through the penetration
of its political and military
organs?

Gollan knows that the
Soviet judges remained silent
on this question.

They studiously avoided all
reference to any alleged deal-
ings between Nazi and Soviet
leaders throughout the period
of the Hitler dictatorship, and
in this they had the active
assistance of the other allied
judges and legal experts.

Campaign

Neither can it be claimed
that there were no attempts
made to bring this question
out into the open at the
Nuremburg Trials.

The Fourth International,
including its British section,
the Revolutionary Communist
Party, organized a world-wide
campaign to compel the pro-
secution at the Trials to open
an inquiry into the allegations
made against Trotsky.

This campaign was part of
the struggle of the Fourth
International against counter-
revolutionary Stalinism, and
was essential for the education
of the working class in the

... AGRINST HITLER IWE WILL DEFEND THIS URRAINE ENSLAVED BY STALIN'

What does ‘unconditional defence of the USSR’

mean? It means that we do not lay any conditions

upon the bureaucracy. It means that independently of

the motive and causes of war we defend the social

bases of the USSR [its nationalized property relations}

if it is menaced by danger on the part of

imperialism.

LEON TROTSKY—'In Defence of Marxism’

real history of both the
Stalinist and Trotskyist move-
ments.

The mid-January supple-
ment of the Revolutionary
Communist Party’s journal
‘Socialist Appeal’ issued a
challenge to the Soviet pro-
secuting counsel to publish
from the Nazi archives the
materials which proved Trot-
sky’s guilt.

That challenge went un-
answered, as it had to, for
there were no such documents.

Similarly in the United
States, an appeal was$ sent to
the Chief Justice at the
Nuremburg Trials, Sir Geoffrey
Lawrence, asking him to put a
series of questions to the Nazi
defendants at the trial, par-
ticularly Hess, who, the
Stalinists had alleged, served
as the main contact between
Trotsky and the Nazi regime.

The appeal was signed by
many prominent figures in the
American labour movement
and intellectual circles, includ-
ing Norman Thomas, veteran
Socialist Party leader, Powers
Hapgood of the CIO, Frank
Crosswaith of the Negro
Labour Council, Philip Ran-
dolph, President of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters, the novelist and critic
Edmund Wilson, the philoso-
pher Sidney Hook and scores
of other figures of equal stand-
ing.

The appeal asked for seven
questions to be put to the
defendants at the Nuremburg
Trials:

1. Did the defendants ever
meet with Trotsky or with his
son?

2. If so, when and where
and what was the occasion?

3. Did the defendants ever
meet with anyome purporting
to represent Trotsky? If so,
whom, when and where, and
what was the occasion?

4. To the defendants know-
ledge, did Trotsky or his son
ever have any relations with
the Nazi Gestapo or with the
Nazi military  Intelligence
Service?

5. Did Trotsky or his son
ever receive any money from
the German miltary Intelli-
gence Service, either directly
or through any intermediary?

6. Did the other defendant
at the Moscow Trial, G.
Pyatakov, ever receive a pass-
port from the Gestapo or
from any official German
source in order to fly to
Norway to meet Trotsky?
[Pyatakov was alleged at the
second Moscow Trial to have
flown from Germany to meet
Trotsky near Oslo in Decem-
ber 1935—i.e.,, mnearly three
years after the Nazis had
come to power.]

7. To the defendants’
knowledge, were there ever
any documents bearing on any
of these questions or on their
relations with any other of the
Old Bolsheviks for anti-
Russian purposes? If so, what
were they and what has be-
come of them?

Needless to say, the pro-
secution saw to it that none of
these questions was in fact
put to Hess and his Nazi co-
defendants. As Trotsky himself
remarked in 1937: ‘The com-
plete absence of evidence is
the most terrible evidence
against Stalin’.

LEV KAMENEV



Tuesday, December 16, 1969

WORKERS’ PRESS

PAGE THREE

IN FRANCE the state
has already mobilized its
legal thugs to fight the
working class. So-called
‘preventive arrests’ are
becoming more common.
No charge, just deten-
tion.

In Italy the authorities pre-
pare to arraign policemen
who refused to take part in
attacks on striking workers.

In Britain, television puts
out increasing floods of pre-
paratory propaganda aimed at
creating the atmosphere for
acceptance of police repression
in the coming struggles.

This is not, of course,
always a conscious process for
the producers, writers, direc-
tors and actors involved. But
they accurately mirror the
forces now sweeping through
the society, even if at times
they reflect a somewhat dis-
torted image.

Let’s speculate a little on
how a series like ‘Special
Branch’® (Thames Television,
Wednesday) might originate
and get on to the air.

Response

If prices charged to adver-
tisers are to be kept high,
large audiences must be won
to watch the commercial
breaks. This management need
will find a quick response
amongst the heads of the
drama department and from
the producers there who often
think they simply want a lot
of people to watch their enter-
taining programmes.

Since Thames (under its old
name of ABC Television) has
experience in originating series
like ‘The Avengers’, it will
look to some similar-format
show for the solution.

Such series are not cheap,
but are certainly less expen-
sive than one-off dramas.

They can use the same sets
over and over, actors will often
take a bit less each week if
they are guaranteed a long
perjod of employment and
scripts are easier to commis-
ggn and somewhat cheaper to

y.

There may also even be re-
munerative foreign sales.

The bright boys will then
come up with an idea. This
time it’s to make a series based
on the work of the Special
Branch. If you asked them
why the Special Branch they
would probably say because it
is surrounded by mystery, re-
puted to be filled with ruthless
and skilled detectives, full of
adventure and generally excit-
ing. .. cew e .

The odd liberal might even
add that ‘it’s important’ to
show ‘the problem’ to as many
people as possible.

Next will come some special-
ized help. This time the tech-
nical adviser on the series is
Peter Hill, formerly one of the
youngest detective - inspectors
in the country who ‘gave up
the police to run a coffee bar
on his own former “patch” in
Hampstead and to write’. (‘TV
Times’, December 13-19.)

Then the writers must be
found. Certain names of people
who write regularly for such
series will spring to the profes-
sional producer’s mind and a
few of the best literary agents
might be contacted to see if
they have any new ‘talent’ in
stock.

Production

Guidelines will be laid
down and outline plots sup-
plied; once enough scripts are
in and accepted, production
will begin on the basis of two
or three weeks rehearsal and
a weekly recording schedule.

No one involved need be
any more conscious than that.
And yet what comes out?

A series of well-made pro-
grammes at peak viewing time
which cleverly peddle every-
thing reactionary about the
British political police and
skilfully sugar a poisonous pill
of surveillance, secret dossiers,
phone-tapping and  photo-
graphy.

Indeed, it is precisely these
features of the Special Branch’s
work which are used to give
the programmes their excite-
ment, tension and intrigue.

Take last week’s episode,
‘Visitor From Moscow’.

It concerned the goings-on

of the British Special Branch
in co-operating with a KGB
officer over the security ar-
rangements for a visit to Lon-
don by a Russian minister.
. The opening sequence was
of the two officers at the
manument to Marx over his
grave in Highgate Cemetery.

The scene carefully began a
clever double trick which was
marked throughout.

The British officer casually
denigrated Marx and then
quoted Lenin. In response to
the Russian’s astonished ques-
tion. ‘You read Lenin?’ he
said, ‘I do my homework’.

‘Understand’

The two officers thus gradu-
ally began ‘to understand each
other’.

But all the way through, this
‘understanding’ was exploited
to facilitate hostile remarks
about the Soviet Union, under
the guise of attacking the ille-
galities perpetrated there by
the bureaucracy.

It also permitted a discus-
sion by two English Special
Branch men over the need for
‘preventive arrests’ here, as ad-
vocated by the Russian.

The senior officer, of course,
explained that this wasn't
British or democratic, but
the younger, sharper, trendier
man passionately wondered
whether, if a policeman’s job
is to preveat crime, such
means ought not to be legally
available.

The writer of this episode,
without necessarily being a
conscious mouthpiece of the
law, thus accurately reflects its
needs. He did this in other
ways too.

There was nothing sentimen-
tal about the forces involved.
The police were seen as tough
professionals who are still
sharp dressers and have
troubles with their girl-friends
over the long hours they work.

The girl-friend—played inci-
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dentally by the wife of the
technical adviser—helped to
set the class background. She
was directed as a chilly, upper-
middle class woman living in
a luxury flat and designing
clothes ‘too expensive for any-
one to buy’.

She, her boyfriend and the

-KGB man ate in an extremely

expensive  restaurant and
peaceful co-existence was fos-
tered all round. As one charac-
ter urbanely remarked, ‘We are
all tools in the hands of our
masters’.

Central object

As the plot developed, a
single individual protester who
was in no way political but
simply wanted an exit visa for
his Russian girl-friend, became
the central object of attrac-
tion.

Cast as a bearded, greasy-
haired, thin man wearing a

Derren Nesbitt:
Detective Chief
Inspector
Jordan in
Thames
Television’s
new series
‘Special
Branch’.

polo-necked sweater' (like all
left-wing troublemakers) he
apparently constituted a grave
threat to the security of the
expected Russian bureaucrat.

So he got the full works:
visits from Special Branch
officers, his phone was tapped,
all his movements were scru-
tinized by anonymous cars, his
mail was opemed and his
English girl-friend investigated.

In the course of compiling
their information, the Special
Branch men got co-operation
from a newspaper, checked
with the Russians for their
account of the suspect and
never appeared to be delayed
by any legal niceties.

The presence of KGB agents
in London was constantly
hinted at and the only unsymp-
athetic characters were made
out to be the Whitehall civil
servant and his Kremlin coun-
terpart.

The men on the job were
seen as efficient and untiring,
but also as stern, fatherly men-
tors of some wisdom.

Very properly, however, any
real possibility of peaceful co-
existence was ruled out at the
end when the British and Rus-
sian policemen began a violent
slanging match about each
others’ systems.

Other quality

No liberal nonsense here.
This is of a different quality
to the pathetically transparent
propaganda shows like ‘Dixon
of Dock Green’, ‘Parkin’s
Patch’ or ‘Softly, Softly’.

These latter programmes set
out to reinforce the need for
private property, respect for
the friendly bobby and fear of
the cunning detective. ‘Special
Branch’ begins a new phase in
the attempted conditioning
process.

We should perhaps recall
a little about the real Special
Branch (as revealed in . an
article in ‘TV Times’ recently).

Its officers can carry guns
and have ‘little difficulty’ in
obtaining the Home Secretary’s
authorization to tap phones.
There are said to be about
300 officers, 20 of whom are
women.

The headquarters are on the
top floor of New Scotland Yard
where they keep dossiers
methodically and patiently as-
sembled about ‘anyone who
might be a danger to the State.
There are thousands of files on
Communists, Fascists, the IRA

The Granoemouth Strike

I AM A member of the Boiler-
makers’ Society who was on
strike at Grangemouth oil re-
finery and who was kicked a
few times by the police when
on picket duty.

Like a number of other
boilermakers who got the same
treatment (some got jailed), I
would like to make some
points concerning your Tues-
day, December 9 report on
Grangemouth that were
missed.

1. Jim Murray, our Scottish
. Executive Committee mem-
ber, came to the meeting on
December 5 asking us to
accept the ending of the
strike on the agreements laid
out by the EC and the em-
ployer, for only 253 boiler-
makers to get back on the
site.

At the meeting he was asked
before the vote was taken,
if the men still voted to
carry on the strike, would
the EC put the sanctions
back on again (black all
work being done for Grange-
mouth by boilermakers in
other firms in the UK and
boilermakers who work with
the same firms in Grange-
mouth BP contract in the
UK).

He turned round and said,
‘The EC would not put the
sanctions on again’.

There were cries of ‘blackmail’.

The men had no alternative but
to accept these conditions
as they were getting no sup-
port from the EC who sup-
ported the strike right up

until they met the employer
on December 3.

There were cries from a num-
ber of men for an immediate
national strike in support of
our struggle against the em-
ployers, but all was in vain.

2. Brother Murray also stated
that boilermakers were not
to touch the work done by
CEU, PTU, ETU and AEF,
but if it is necessary these
other trades will do boiler-
makers’ work.

3. In paragraph six of the
report it should have read:
the rest of the labour, with
the agreement of the union
leaders, are surplus, owing
to the labour still occupying
the jobs of the men while
on strike.

Also boilermakers are to work
with this labour while other
boilermakers are unem-

~

ployed through the labour
who were brought in under
clause six.

4. In paragraph four it should
have read: and after listen-
ing to the terms agreed by
their official the majority of
the men did not want to
work on the site again.

5. This strike emphasised that
if rank-and-file trade union-
ists are going to fight against
productivity deals, it must
be done through the All
Trades Union Alliance, or it
will fail.

The employers will use the
split between the unions,
with the help of the EC of
the other wunions in the
agreement, to defeat the
union fighting against pro-
ductivity deals and cause
bigger splits in the rank-and-
file union movement.

A boilermaker.

and protest organizations right
down to tenants’ associations.
Any of the people named in
these files would be startled
. . . They give a detailed pic-
ture of him—his favourite pub,
where he takes his holidays,
and his wife’s family history’.

This force mans Customs
desks, picks up people at air-
ports, protects the Royal
Family, Mr Wilson, Mr Heath,
Mr Michael Stewart and Mr
Callaghan.

It plants ‘spies’ in organiza-
tions and at meetings and un-
like the thousands-strong MI5,
has the powers of arrest and
detention.

Its chief, Commander Fergu-
son Smith, is in direct contact
with the Prime Minister and
clearly receives maximum help
in organizing this executive
arm of the Security Services.

Most of the work is ‘slog
and boredom’ and includes
‘renting offices opposite a
court where a political trial is
on and photographing every-
one going in or out’, according
to the ‘TV Times’ article.

Clearly this series is indeed
to help create a crippling fear
of the state and its forces
amongst those preparing for its

BY FRANK
CARTWRIGHT

revolutionary transformation.

It should certainly be taken
seriously, and all workers in
struggle should be aware that
the coming period will bring
big risks and an intensification
of pressure.

A cameraman. at BSR in
East Kilbride was recently
recorded by a ‘24 Hours’ team
photographing the pickets
from management offices. It's
already with us.

But no one should miss the
other side of the coin.

No Special Branch or politi-
cal police in the world can deal
with the force of the working
class.

Our writers, producers and
directors must stand ready for
the day of judgement.

Those perpetrating ‘Special
Branch’ appear to have chosen
the other side. We have not
failed to notice.

And please—no cries about
‘harmless entertainment’.

Our comrades in France, in
Italy, in Greece, in South Afri-
ca, in the Kremlin prisons,
hospitals and camps, in South
American jails and United
States  penitentiaries will
testify that it is harmful.

And their voices will be
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Wage demand made at Burmah Oil

FOR two weeks construction
men on the Burmah Oil site,
Ellesmere Port, have been on
strike for £1 an hour average
on piece-work rates.

Members of both the Con-
structional Engineering Union
and the Amalgamated Society
of Boilermakers united against
the employers, William Neils
Ltd., in a demand for parity
between CEU men, who were
earning 12s. average, and the
boilermakers’ 15s. average.

The firm returned with an

offer of a 2s 6d increase for
the CEU men.

It was rejected and the men
put forward their demand for
parity with other tank erection
men in the industry.

An approach was made to
stewards of another firm doing
the same work on the site for
details of their piece-work
rates.

As a system of individual
bargaining is carried out in
this part of the construction

industry, the stewards refused
to reveal their rates.

Union delegates have also
recommended a return to work
on the day the management
agree to a meeting.

This strike comes after a
long period of disagreement
with the firm over safety regu-
lations on the site.

These workers and others in
the construction industry
should demand a parity of
rates with non-piece-workers
and between different firms

and areas as a preliminary for
the demand for a decent flat
rate to replace piece-work or
productivity deals.

Such demands can only be
made on a broad collective
base.

Individual bargaining
strengthens the hand of the
employer in dividing workers.
Demands must be made on the
basis of a unified struggle
throughout the industry.

Chris Clode.

Lahours

education
policy and
fnoch

By an education correspondent

THE Labour Party has
officially admitted that its
policy of cuts in educa-
tion is running parallel
to the thinking of Enoch
Powell and the right-wing
Tories.

In a brazen article ‘Educa-
tion—an economic appraisal’,
which appears in the Labour
Party’s monthly ‘Economic
Brief’, there appears the
following statement :

‘While we may not go as far
as Enoch Powell in denying
the correlation between edu-
cation and investment and
economic growth, we must
agree [our emphasis] that in a
state of affairs where educa-
tion swallows such a huge
proportion of national income,
that such educational expendi-
ture is equipping the nation
for economic growth. To this
end priorities must be re-
examined. . . .

Coming as it does just after
Brown’s outburst on the Viet-
nam atrocities, this statement
by an anonymous, but un-
doubtedly leading party figure,
shows just how far to the right
social democracy has swung in
Britain.

Indeed the question posed
in the article is couched in
exactly the same terminology
as Powell himself used in
‘Education for what?’

SAME QUESTION

That the government should
find itself asking the same
question as Powell in relation
to educational expenditure is
not surprising.

As the ‘Times Educational
Supplement’ of November 21
put it, Labour now ‘recognizes
that the battle over the rising
cost of education will have to
be fought on Mr Powell’s
ground’.

But since the Wilson govern-
ment seeks to defend British
capitalism at all costs, Labour

This, briefly, is what is
meant by ‘re-examining prior-
ities’.

The article speaks of cuts in
the ‘post-school sector’ so that
money can be diverted into
primary education. The pur-
pose of this is to split workers
who have children in schools
from the students.

An attack on higher educa-
tion is, in fact, an attack on
primary education too, since
this is the teacher-training
sector.

As for the teachers, the
article says they ‘should be
willing, with safeguards, to
accept innovations in terms of
auxiliary help so that they
might do their own job more
efficiently’.

Roughly  translated this
means unqualified teachers
probably at cheaper pay rates.

Education Minister Edward
Short has even smarter ideas.

He told Hillingdon NUT
members recently that class
sizes could be reduced ‘as long
as all concerned were prepared
to be ruthless enough’ (‘Times
Educational Supplement’, Nov-
ember 7).

‘If staff were moved with-
out regard to other factors,
from one school t6 another, or
from secondary schools to
primary schools, or if children
were grouped so as to even
out class sizes regardless of -
educational considerations, the
effect on the statistics might
be marked.’

So, we might add, would
the effect on the childgen’s
education !

Bearing in mind Short’s re-
marks and the thinking in
Labour leadership circles, it is
hardly surprising that the most
recent proposals involve the
scrapping of ‘O’ and ‘A’ levels.

If these proposals go through,
young workers will have to
stay on till 17 before they can
take the new equivalent ‘Q’
level.

Thus, instead of those who
leave at 16 being able to take
a few ‘O’ levels with them,

Enoch Powell ;: Labour turns to his education policy.

spokesmen discover themselves
not only asking the same ques-
tions as right-wing Tories, but
coming up with similar answers
as well !

‘Investment’ in education,
says the article, might soon
need to be justified by pro-
ductive returns to the nation’s
economy.

‘The old [our emphasis])
issue in defending increased
expenditure in the field of
education involved an asser-
tion that education was the
right of all and that no
theoretical limits should be set
on the demand of the popu-
lation for education, especially
in the post-school sector.’

So, to put it bluntly, forget
about everybody having a
right to education.

If it doesn’t pay British
capitalism to educate workers,
they won’t be educated.

they could well leave at 16
with nothing.

Few could afford to stay on,
and existing staff could cer-
tain not handle ‘O’, ‘A’ and
the new ‘Q’ and ‘F’ levels.

Short’s enthusiasm for sixth-
form colleges can now be seen
in a new light. - ,

Secondary education could
rapidly become a transit camp
for the dole queues, with a
select few going on to sixth-
form colleges to take the new
‘Q’ level examinations.

The logic’ of relating educa-
tion ‘investment’ to economic
returns is simply this—if
capitalism is heading for
slump, why invest in education
at all ?

Mr Powell is only a couple
of jumps ahead of the Labour
‘educationists’.

But they are doing their best
to catch up.
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and
con-
struction

By a Workers Press

correspondent

TIME STUDY, job-evaluation, inter-availability-

these are just some of the ‘strings

> attached to the

building employers’ ‘improved’, ‘final’, wages pack-
age deal, which is expected to be signed by National

of

Federation

Building

Trades

Operatives

(NFBTO) leaders in London on December 17.

- Neddy Report hits

at construction
workers

FOLLOWING hard on the ending of the Grange-
mouth boilermakers’ strike, in which half the
strikers were left outside the gates and the other
half were left with special penal clauses, the
report of the government-sponsored working-
party on large industrial sites aims another
major blow at construction workers.

The intended victims of
the report’s proposals are
the 40,000 construction
workers who build power
stations, chemical plants,
oil refineries and steel
works.

Already highly exploited,
these workers erect plant to
a total value of £800 million
a year.

But the report, commis-
sioned by the National Eco-
nomic Development Council,
maintains they must be ex-
ploited even more.

The main planks of the
working-party’s proposals are
the now standard prescription
of work-study, cuts in the
labour-force, ending of piece-
work bonus schemes and the
payment of a standard fixed
national wage through a single
national agreement.

Apathy

This, the report maintains,
would put an end to the
‘apathy and chaos’ which is
said to characterize the con-
struction industry.

Blaming ‘outdated manage-
ment structures’ and ‘an ex-
tremely weak labour relations
system’ the working-party
claims, like Barbara Castle,
that the ‘balance of power’ on
construction sites has ‘shifted
towards the workers’, resulting
in wage rises with no concomi-
tant productivity increase.

To remedy this situation —
again in line with the policy
recommended by Barbara
Castle—the report proposes to
‘ decasualize ’ construction
work, a proposal which bears
a marked similarity to the
first stage of the Devlin
scheme on the docks, and is
just as dangerous.

In place of the present 13
separate agreements covering
groups of construction wor-
kers, a single national agree-
ment should be concluded, the
working-party recommends,
which would give a fixed
national pay rate, applying
without variation on all con-
struction sites.

Decasualization

The working party wants
‘decasualization’ carried
through by 1972, bringing
30,000 of the industry’s 40,000
workers on to a national
register of permanently em-
ployed construction workers.

The report makes no pro-
posals for disposing of the
remaining 10,000 workers—a
quarter of the labour force—
who will presumably be ‘sur-
plus o requirements’ under
the new order on the sites.

This scheme would have
two great advantages for the
employers and the Labour
government.

It would do away with all
existing bonus schemes, which
have enabled workers until
now to win wage rises at site
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level—thus abolishing at one
stroke most of the power of
the shop stewards.

In addition, the decasualiza-
tion proposals place very great
disciplinary powers in the em-
ployers’ hands through the
national register.

Blacklisting

Like the Joint Industry
Board in the electrical con-
tracting industry, such a regis-
ter could be used to discipline
militants by methods even
more effective than the pre-
sent ‘blacklisting’ widely prac-
tised by construction em-
ployers.

The report is quite frank in
its criticisms of existing bonus
payments.

The present schemes, it says,
‘are a continuing source of
industrial disputes and wage
inflation [i.e., they allow wor-
kers to raise their wages] are
ineffective in securing greater
effort (I) and sometimes oper-
ate in the absence of work
measurement’.

The eradication of bonus
schemes is unlikely to save
construction workers from the
stopwatch threat, however.

Quite apart from the pro-
posed 25 per cent cut in the
labour force over two years—
in an industry where unem-
ployment is already high due
to capital investment cut-
backs — the working-party

BY JOHN SPENCER

Workers, like those at one of

the largest sites in Europe,

Thamesmead, face tremendous

speed-up with little in the way

of increased wages if the latest
offer is accepted.

1

\

states that its decasualization
proposals will pave the way
for ‘the introduction of the
enlightened personnel policies
that will be pursued more and
more in industry generally’.

In the light of Mrs Barbara
Castle’s latest recommenda-
tions on the wider application
of work-study in industry, this
oblique phrase can mean only
one thing.

Faced with serious crisis as
the economic squeeze bites
into their profits, construction
firms desperately need to step
up the drive against their
workers.

The process has already
been foreshadowed by the
violent struggles at BP’s giant
Grangemouth oil refinery site.

Co-operation

Schemes like those proposed
by the working-party cannot
be imposed without the com-
plete co-operation of the trade
union leaders.

Grangemouth showed the
way for this co-operation in
imposing vicious and humili-
ating productivity terms.

With this record the union
leaders cannot be trusted to
resist any of the present pro-
posals.

Construction workers must
study the experience of the
dockers, the electricians and
the engineers and organize
now to reject all productivity
deals.

A
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The union leaders’ ac-
ceptance, which is almost
a formality, comes at the
end of some 12 months’
bargaining and several in-
terventions by Prices and
Incomes (PIB) reports, and
is just another in a long
line of betrayals of the
hard - worked building
workers.

Meetings of building work-
ers in London, Manchester and
Liverpool have all condemned
the employers’ offer as being

an insult to the men on the
sites.

The London and Manchester
men propose to lobby the
joint NFBTE (employers) and
NFBTO meeting to tell the
assembled union leaders to

reject the package deal.
Many thousands of Mersey-
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side workers are expected to
march to the Liverpool head-
quarters of the NFBTE and
then on to a meeting at the
Pier Head, also expressing
their rejection of the deal.

What then does the im-
proved wages deal offer build-
ing workers?

Craftsmen, it is proposed,
would receive 104d an hour
more next February, followed
by 54d the following Novem-
llx;;,l and 9d an hour in June

This would give a basic
40-hour week as follows:
£17 11s 8d February 1970
£18 10s 0d November 1970
£20 0s O0d June 1971

Labourers will receive in-
creases of 9d, 434d and 7id,
giving them a basic wage for
40 hours of :
£15 0s 0d February 1970
£15 155 0d November 1970
£17 0s 0d June 1971

‘Holiday’

In addition the workers are
to get an extra ‘week’s holi-
day’ as from Christmas 1971,
when the Christmas—New
Year break will be extended
to a full week, which means
in reality the employers are
only paying for three more
days, not a week.

The ‘Morning Star’ in a
front-page article on Novem-
ber 22 headed ‘Builders’ pay
deal agreed by leaders’, said

lding workers facing
new pay and productivity

deal

the new offer was an improve-
ment on the employers’ pre-
vious offer.

This would not have paid
the rate until November 1971.

The article follows this with
a quote from Mr Harry
Weaver, the NFBTO general
secretary, saying :

‘The employers at long last
have accepted the fact that
building-trade rates should
relate to reality.’

The writer, Mike Ambrose,
somehow forgets to mention
job-evaluation in his report;
nor does he mention time-
study nor any of the other
strings attached to the deal.

In making this latest offer
the employers have dropped
the proposed new ‘Minimum
Earnings Level’ (MEL) and in-
creased the hourly rate.

The trade paper ‘Construc-
tion News’ tells us this was
because of some powerful
opposition among prominent
employers, but I feel it was
only brought into the nego-
tiations so that when it was
eventually dropped it would
seem as if the NFBTO leaders
had won a victory over the
employers.

Let us now look at the
‘strings’ included in this ‘im-
proved offer’.

Bonuses go

The NFBTE feels that al-
though it may not be able
to do much about false over-
time bonus unrelated to output
and plus-rates on present con-
tracts, it is most certainly
determined to stop these un-
official. payments on new jobs
once the new ‘high’ rates come
into effect.

The new agreement takes
note of the great amount of
work being done by the
NFBTE on a new job-evalua-
tion-based wage structure for
the building industry and con-
tains a requirement that the
unions will consider this dur-
ing the lifetime of the new
wage agreement.

The employers hope that
this job-evaluation scheme be
used in negotiating its next
national wage deal in 1972,

Another point is that the
NJC will have the right to
send work-study engineers
on to any site that has any
bonus disputes and ‘sort out
the problems’.

At the outset these engin-
eers will be hired from time-
study specialist firms, but it
is hoped by the employers to
make these teams ‘full-time’.

The flexibility of labour
clause has already been dealt
with in a previous article:
suffice to say it will help
increase the already high un-
employment figure in the in-
dustry.

Craftsmen’s mates or
labourers are to be scrapped.

Other points which the em-
ployers and union leaders are
agreeing on are a new craft-
training programme, a 40-hour
guaranteed week and the con-
tinuation of the public holi-
day stamps for a period of a
year.

What then does the im-
proved pay deal offer to
building workers?

Apart from the dropping of
MEL, which, as I have stated,
was questionable, absolutely
nothing.

Two lLines

There are two schools of
thought amongst building-trade
militants as to what line to
take on the employers’ offer.

One, which was given to a
meeting of Merseyside shop
stewards by Brother Jim
Cousins of the Amalgamated
Union of Building Trade
Workers (AUBTW), who is

also a prominent member of
the CP, is that we have to
accept the package deal as
fact, and must now organize
and prepare for the new wage
deal in 1971.

The other policy is the one
put forward by members of
the All Trades Unions Alli-
ance and supported by most
building workers: outright
rejection of the employers’
latest, ‘final’ offer and all the
strings attached.

Building workers must join
with other sections of in-
dustry in fighting the em-
ployers’ efforts to introduce
speed-up and job-evaluation.

The programme of building
workers should still be:

@ No three-year package
deal.

@ No time-study or job-
evaluation.

@® A bonus of at least 33
per cent on aH sites and
projects connected with
the building industry.

@ Nationalization of the

building industry under
workers’ control.

Only on the basis of the
above programme can build-
ing workers lead a successful
struggle against the right-wing
union officials and

Labour government’s DEP and
all other anti-trade-union
legislation.

BULGARIA

Top bureaucrats
In corruption
scandal

By a foreign correspondent

EIGHTEEN leading Bul-
garian government offi-
cials have been sacked
from their posts and are
due to stand trial for
corrupt handling of the
country’s finances, it has
been revealed in Sofia.

The charges affect at least
three government depart-
ments—Trade, Transport
and Finance.

The activities of the 18
bureaucrats are said to have
caused ‘enormous damage’
to the Bulgarian economy.

One of the two trading
organizations concerned,
Pirin, is mainly engaged in
trade with the Soviet Union.

On November 25 it was
announced that its chair-
man, Georgi Naidenov, to-
gether with six of his direc-
tors, had been sacked.

Expelled

They had been found
guilty of ‘crude violations
of financial discipline, as
well as of Party work,
socialist legality and Party
standards’.

They were all expelled
from the party at the same
time.

At first the news of this
scandal was played down,
Premier Todor Zhivkov be-
ing reluctant, so it seems,
to press for an investigation
that might embarrass those
in even higher office than

the heads of the trading
companies.
But last week Soviet

security chief Yuri Andro-
pov, together with a large
team of KGB officials,
arrived in Bulgaria, and met
government and Party lead-
ers in the north-eastern city
of Shumen.

Under strong pressure
from the Soviet govern-
ment, a full-scale investiga-
tion is now under way.

All the evidence so far
points to large-scale cor-
ruption, at the expense not
only of the Bulgarian econo-
my, but of Soviet trading
companies.

Reactionary

It also underlines once
more Trotsky’s analysis of
the reactionary role of the
Stalinist bureaucracy in re-
lation to the economies of

the workers’ states.

The. bureaucratic exclu-
sion of the working class
from political power in the
state and democratic con-
trol over production and

* planning in the economy
prepares the way for large-
scale corruption of the type
now uncovered in Bulgaria.

Pro-capitalist forces can
grow rapidly in such con-
ditions, as we can see in
the case of Yugoslavia and
Rumania.

The intervention of the
KGB can solve nothing,
only create new soil for
restorationist and national-
ist currents in the popula-
tion.

The overthrow of the
privileged and corrupt
bureaucracy by the working
class remains the only
method of defending and
developing the nationalized
economy established by the
post-war destruction of capi-
talism in East Europe.

Ferranti meters

N. Wales strikers
win back
~ steward’s job

FERRANTI Meters’ strikers, Bangor, North Wales,

returned to work yesterday.

Eight men, including a
shop steward, whose sack-
ing had led to 800 walking
out on strike, went back
into the factory with them.

Ferranti Meters is the prin-
cipal employer in an area
where pay rates are generally
very low.

The growing discontent at
Ferranti’s over the past
months has been in line with
the general movement of low-
paid workers.

Militant

Workers allege that the real
reason for the sackings of
these workers as ‘unsuitable’
was that they had given mili-
tant expression to this dis-
content.

According to the firm’'s own
advertisements, semi-skilled
workers are paid £14 15s 6d
(gross pay) a week. Unskilled
men get £12 18s 6d and skilled
setters’ wages are £18 2s.

At the "mass meeting last
Friday, when the strikers de-
cided to return, they were in
fighting mood, despite the
nearness of Christmas.

There were calls that the
strike ‘continue for wage de-
mands.

There were also demands
that trade union organization
be tightened in the factory
and that shop stewards be
elected in every section.

There is no doubt that the
strike will have big results in
building a fighting trade union
organization and heightening
the struggle to raise wages in
the whole area.

By an Industrial correspondent

ITALY

Right-wing
danger grows
after Milan

explosions

FRIDAY’S bomb explosion in a Milan bank, in
which 14 were killed and another 90 injured, has
enormously increased the dangers before the

Italian working class.

The Christian-Democra-
tic government, the army
and the police are now
using the incident to be-
gin a large-scale witch-
hunt of extreme left-wing
groups.

A trade union rally called
originally for Monday was
banned by the government,
while the Stalinist and
other trade unions have
themselves called off strikes
due to begin yesterday until
Wednesday.

There are many theories as
to the organizers of the Milan
bomb explosion.

Blame

The ultra-right-wing groups
naturally blame the Maoists,
the anarchists and even the
Communist Party, whose
leaders have studiously culti-
vated an ultra-constitutional
image since the war.

Others believe that it was
the work of Austrian national-
ists from Alto Adige, the
northernmost  province of
Italy, which includes a large
German-speaking community.

By far the most plausible
explanation is that the bomb
was exploded by one of
several fascist groups, all of
whom have been calling for
the army to establish a mili-

WEATHER

London area, SE, NW and
Central Northern England, E
and W Midlands: Showers of
sleet with snow on hills. Sunny
intervals, wind moderate or
fresh. Westerly. Rather cold.
Maximum 5C (41F).

Central Southern and SW
England, Channel Islands:
Showers of rain or sleet, with
snow on hills. Sunny periods.
Winds fresh or strong,
westerly. Rather cold. Maxi-
mum 6C (43F).

Glasgow area, Northern Ire-

land: Sleet or snow showers.
Sunny intervals. Wind north-

westerly, fresh or strong.
Rather cold. Maximum 4C
(39F).

Edinburgh: Showers or longer
periods of sleet or snow.
Winds north-westerly, moder-
ate. Rather cold, maximum
3C (37F).

Outlok for Wednesday and
Thursday ; Becoming colder
in the north with some sleet
or snow, continuing rather
cold and changeable in the
south.

Parity

® FROM PAGE ONE

appalling weakness of the
trade union leaders them-
selves—was shown by the
company’s labour relations
director, Robert Ramsay, at
November 28’s National Joint
Negotiating Committee.

Ramsay’s argument, since
backed up by the Dearborn
announcement, was essentially
that the company could only
remain competitive so long
as its high levels of capital
investment are turned over
rapidly and cheaply.

Parity, he claimed, was
therefore impossible.

No answer
No reformist — right or
‘left*—can answer Ramsay.
Ford’s solution to the

problem of falling demand on
the US home market is to
take it out of its workers in
Britain and western Europe.

To argue, as have Ford’s
Communist Party stewards,
that parity should be granted
because of ‘the productivity

contribution Ford workers
have made’ is completely
treacherous.

As a Halewood press shop
steward explained:

‘If we lose this fight, they’ll
sweat us even worse in the
future.

‘Already it’s almost impos-
sible. We get men—used to
grafting—coming from the
docks and other industries
who are completely unable to
stand the pace or get used to
tearing every muscle in their
body eight solid hours a day.

‘We can’t afford to lose
this time.’

Serious retreats have
already been made by some
sections of Ford stewards.

A resolution passed by the
last Dagenham  stewards’
meeting is seen by many Ford
workers as both cutting across

fight

previous decisions and en-
couraging dangerous illusions.
in the trade union officials.

‘Negotiate’

‘In pursuing the campaign
for parity of wages with Mid-
lands motor workers’, the
resolution said, ‘this meeting

of- Ford shop stewards
throughout the Dagenham
area calls upon the trade

union side of the NJNC to
negotiate continuously from
Friday, January 23, a wage
increase of a character con-
sistent with the £10 wage
demand by Ford workers.

‘This meeting also recom-
mends to the national con-
ference of all Ford stewards
being held on January 18,
1970, that a date be set for
action if no satisfactory con-
clusion is reached by negotia-
tions.’

It is also known that other
sections of Ford stewards
would favour acceptance of
a £4 wage offer in the unlikely
event of the company making
such an offer on January 23.

These are dangerous trends.

The Workers Press advo-
cates the following pro-
gramme:

@ Scrap the NJNC! End
the ‘penal clauses’ agreed by
this body in March of this
year!

@ Set up a combine liaison
committee to call a strike of
all Ford plants if the claim is
not immediately met without
‘strings’]

@ Resist interference by
the Trades Union Congress or
the Department of Employ-
ment and Productivity!

@ Fight for the national-
ization of Ford’s without com-
pensation and under workers’
control!

BY ROBERT BLACK

tary dictatorship on the lines
of the colonels’ regime in
Greece.

Coup

Only two weeks ago docu-
ments came to light which
suggested that such a coup was
being prepared with the active
encouragement, if not assist-
ance, of the Athens regime.

Fascist and ultra-right
groups are springing up all
over Italy, carrying out fre-
quent attacks on trade union
offices and left-wing political
rallies.

The most powerful of these
is the Italian Social Movement
(MSI) which has 24 deputies
in the Italian Assembly.

Other, ‘strong-arm’ groups,
include the youth group
‘Young Italy’, based on right-
wing students, the ‘Movement
for National Reconstruction’,
the ‘Committee for Public
Defence’ (which organized the
fascist rally at the funeral of
the Milan policemen killed in
an attack on strikers three
weeks ago), the ‘Europe Civil-
ization’ group (whose mem-
bers are rumoured to be in
military training in the meun-
tains) and lastly the familiar-
sounding ‘National Front’, led
by a Roman aristocrat.

It would be a terrible mis-
take to write off these organ-
izations as crank outfits.

Attacks

Several of them are backed
by powerful interests and have
carried out brutal attacks on
workers over the past weeks.

Only on Sunday, a Com-
munist Party Senator was
beaten up by a fascist gang—
just one of many such out-
rages committed by right-wing
thugs since the strike wave
began three months ago.

When the time comes for a
showdown with the working
class, these gangs will gain
access to arms without any
difficulty.

Many army leaders are
openly in sympathy with their
fascist aims.

Whichever political group
was responsible, the Milan ex-
plosion without doubt served
the interests of extreme re-
action, giving new force to
ultra-right calls for a military
coup and the breaking-up of
the Italian labour movement.

And it is equally true that
the reformist policies of the
Stalinists, who have used the
strike wave simply as a lever
to force recognition of their
claims to a place in the gov-
ernment, greatly assist the
work of the fascists.

Waiting

The extreme right are wait-
ing and preparing for the
time when the working class
becomes exhausted.

Only then will they strike
their decisive blows.

So it was in 1922 with
Mussolini, helped to power by
the treachery of the reformist
and centrist leaders; and so it
will be again if the Stalinists
are allowed to betray the cur-
rent strike movement.

We must be prepared to
mount a massive campaign of
solidarity with the Italian
working class if the right-wing
unleashes the beginnings of
such an attack.

All the signs point to such
an offensive in the very near
future.

Italy must not follow the
path to dictatorship travelled
by Greece.
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