Nixon’s Vietnam s

peech

US. ‘PEACE’

NIXON’S nation-wide television speech on Monday
night represents an intensification of the class war
by United States imperialism against the interna-
tional working class.

Nurses
turned
away by
D.E.P.

A GROUP of London
nurses—anxious about
rumours that they will
not receive a pay rise dne

Productivity on Monday.

They had wanted to discuss
the rumours with Mrs Bar-
bara Castle, but were told
by officials that she was not
at the Department.

It was suggested that they put
their case to the Whitley
Council, which negotiates
the wages of nurses.

‘We have heard strong and
reliable rumours that we
are not going to get our
pay rise next year, and we
are concerned about this
because we are not going
to be “done” again’, com-
mented the leader of the
delegation, Sister Patricia
Veal.

CLOSE-
DOWN
THREAT
AT A.EC.

By our own correspondent

THE MANAGEMENT of
AEC (Southall) has announ-
ced that the plant, which em-
ploys about 5,000 people ‘may
close down in the next week
or two' because of the dispute
at Standard-Triumph,

Standard-Triumph produces
front-panels for AEC's truck
cabs.

The management tried to
get the workers to produce
them inside:; the plant, but
these and some .coming from
another factary were blacked.

The lay-offs ‘faise the ques-
tion of lay-bff pay—which is
also the issue at Standard-
Triumph.

One of the reasons manage-
ment will not settle the dis-
pute is that they would then
in future have to pay it to
the group.

That is also why the whole
group should support Stan-
dards.

His immediate subject
was the Vietnam war.
After months of hesitation,
the President came down
firmly on the side of fight-
ing it out to the bitter
end.

Not only did Nixon re-=
fuse to set a deadline for
the total withdrawal of US
troops, he made it clear
that there would be no
more limited withdrawals
after the current pullback
cf 60,000 men has been
completed on December 15.

Nixon warned that any
further retreats would only
lead to the collapse of the
puppet Saigon regime, which
has . proved completely i%'
Gapabie. ol puLting treops.. .
the front line to fight the
National Liberation Front.

Desertion rates are as high
as ever.

‘Massacres’

Nixon referred in blood-
curdling terms to the fate of
the North Vietnamese land-
owners and pro-French govern-
ment bureaucrats after the col-
lapse of French Indo-China in

1954 :

‘For the South Viet-
namese, our precipitate
withdrawal would inevitably
allow the communists to
repeat the massacres which
followed their take-over of
the North 15 years ago.’
The loss of South Vietnam

is, however, only the beginn-
ing of Nixon’s worries. The
real meat of his speech came
later when he dwelt on the
consequences of withdrawal
from and defeat in Vietnam :

‘This would spark vio-
lence wherever our commit-
ments help maintain peace
—in the Middle East, in
Berlin, eventually even in
the western hemisphere.’
(Our emphasis.)

U.S. problems

But in deciding to fight it
out, enormous problems, both
political and economic, are
created inside the United
States itself.

The anti-war movement
will grow, bringing in more
and more youth and wor-
kers and thus changing the
character of the campaign
from pure middle-class pro-
test to a serious challenge
to US imperialism.

The inflationary strain on
the dollar and the economy
will grow, sharpening up still
further the tension between
the working class and the big
monopolies.

Nixon knows this. But he
has no choice.
Though the imperialists

have their backs to the wall,
they will fight to the very end,
with every weapon they have
at their disposal — political,
economic and military.

By Robert Black

The imperialists’ debt to
the social - democratic and
Stalinist bureaucracies in this
period of deepening crisis is
truly considerable.

The Stalinist betrayal of the
French General Strike of
1968, their repressive policies
against the Czechoslovak wor-
king class since August 1968,
and the Kremlin’s brutal sup-
pression of the anti-Stalinist
opposition on the Soviet
Union itself — all these acts
assist imperialism as it comes
under the blows of a re-
awakened working class.

In Britain, the Labourites
carry out a similar policy.

They exert all their
erergies in attacking the
working class to stave off
Aaatl.wfwxmd;
the British and world capi-
talist system—all at the be-
hest of the international,
and principally, US bankers,

Nixon's speech is the voice
of international capital rally-
ing all the forces of reaction
against the working class.

It makes the building of the
revolutionary party in Britain
as part of the Fourth Inter-
national all the more urgent.
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Luton
stewards
reject plan

By David Maude

MANY OF Vauxhall’s 10,000 laid-off workers
at Luton and Dunstable have been recalled to
work today, but continuing shop-floor opposi-
tion to the company’s pay and productivity
proposals makes it extremely unlikely that full
production can be resumed by the end of the
week, as has been claimed.

Tenants’
court
protest

THE FIRST four of the 3,700 East
London rent rebels appeared on Monday
‘at Bow County Court, backed by a dem-
onstration of 500 tenants and workers.

many of them

The demonstrators,

housewives, stood outside the court all
day while the four rebels’ cases were
heard. The Tory Greater London Council
is seeking the enforcement of eviction
notices against the tenants, who have been
withholding rent increases imposed 13
months ago.

college.

A number of trade union branches, in-
cluding Ford workers, dockers, postmen
and engineers, were represented on the
demonstration, together with a contingent
of architecture students from a nearby

The four rebels, Terence Connolly of
Bow, and William Walsham, John Ford
and Leonard White of Poplar, are only the
first of large numbers of tenants the GLC
intends to evict if the court grants evic-
tion orders.

Engineering union shop
stewards at Luton have
now joined those at Elles-
mere Port in opposing
their national executive’s
instructions to accept the
deal.

They have called a mass
meeting of their members
for Friday.

Although the union’s Elles-
mere Port members have now
been recalled to work, the dis-
pute over press shop pay is
still going on.

Operators are refusing to
set their presses unless paid a
setter's rate and there is little
prospect of normal production
being achieved until their de-
mands are met.

MORE TALKS

Amalgamated Engineers
and Foundryworkers execu-
tive councilman Arthur
Hearsey has called for further
talks with the management
this week,

National Union of Vehicle
Builders members are still laid
off from the Merseyside plant.

ey ogptsition te - ilie
comipany’s productivity propo-
sals remains- as firm as ever.

Even if assembly is re-
started at Luton, Vauxhall is
still by no means certain of
maintaining a sufficient supply
of axles and gearboxes from
Ellesmere Port.

Despite an overwhelming
vote against the productivity
deal by the Luton AEF stew-
ards, the union’s district com-
mittee was circulating a letter

Big business
demands crack-
down on wages

By our Industrial reporter
LEADERS of the Confederation of British Industry have

demanded that the Labour

leaders crack down om pay

increases unrelated to productivity.

After a meeting with Mrs
Barbara Castle on Monday,
CBI president Sir Arthur Nor-
man said his delegation had
‘told her the CBI members’
agreement to go along with

prices and incomes cEmhcy
would be conditione by
what the government was

prepared to say and do to
make sure that prices and
incomes continued to receive
parity of treatment in any
new policies and powers in
the future’.

To back this line, they de-
manded the ending of govern-
ment controls over dividends.

Most of the heat in their
exchanges with Castle is clear-
ly generated by the big em-
ployers’ hatred and fear of
the ever growing movement
amongst low-paid workers.

They see the pay conces-
sions offered to the dustmen,
miners and firemen as a series
of surrenders.

Since workers have already
smashed their way through
the incomes policy, they are
highly sceptical of proposals
to re-activate Part Two of the
present Act and are calling
for tougher measures,

Firemen
urged to
call off

strike

By our Industrial reporter

LONDON firemen have
been told by their union

leagers to call off their
one-hour strikes planned
for today.

Details of a new pay-and-
conditions deal for all Bri-
tain’s 27,000 firemen were an-
nounced after a meeting be-
tween Home Secretary Mr.
James Callaghan and Messrs.
Terry Parry and Enoch Hum-
phries of the Fire Brigades
Union on Monday night.

They had been agreed
“earlier by union and local
authority rtepresentatives.

C.N.D. to drop Aldermaston

THE CAMPAIGN for nuclear
Disarmament is to replace its
Aldermaston March  with
‘serious political entertain-
ment’ in Easter 1970.

Its annual conference,
which took this decision over
the weekend, showed just
how far this protest organiza-
tion has declined since the
beginning of the decade.

CND npow claims 2,211
members and is in financial
difficulties.

Nostalgia about the days
when tens of thousands turne
ed out for the Easter marches

march

predominates over any serious
attempt to revive its corpse.

As West Midlands delegate
Howard Chaney pointed out
at the conference:

‘The demonstrations are
pitifully small. Nobody takes
any notice.”

He told delegates they
should very seriously consider
winding up the organization.

Other speakers proposed
changing the nmame to “Cam-

paign for Survival’', while
others described last year's
Aldermaston March as ‘a dis-
aster’.

The Campaign, fundamen-
tally a middle-class protest
movement, has been brushed
aside by the emergence of the
working class into big strug-
gles.

The CND leadership was
never able to make any turn
to the working class and ac-
cordingly now finds itself
completely isolated from the
new forces entering the class
struggle.

- The reaction from many
London firemen was that the
deal, which does not include
anything about the accomo-
dation allowances they have
been demanding, should not
necessarily mean their action
would be called off.

‘We agreed last Wednesday
that the only time we could
accept or reject any deal was
at a further delegate confer-
ence’, one delegate told the
Workers Press.

Mr Parry, the FBU's ‘left’
general  secretary, claimed
after his meeting with Callag-
han that a strike would now
be quite unjustified.

But Jim Stracey, secretary
of the London Brigades Com-
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AT.UA:
meetings
NORTH KENT

‘Labour government and
the trade unions’

Thursday, November 6
8 p.m.
Duchess of Wellington

General Gordon Place
Woolwich

WILLESDEN

‘The Common Market’

Thursday, November 6
8 p.m. J
Willesden Trades and Labour

Hall
High Road, N.-W.10

LUTON

‘Labour government and
the trade unions’

Thursday, November 6
8 p:m.

The Cock
Park Square

COVENTRY

‘Crisis in motors—
what next?’

Thursday November 6
7.30 p.m.

Sydenham Palace Hotel
Cox Street

LEYLAND

‘Crisis in Motors’

Friday, November 7
8 p.m.

Broadfield Arms
Leyland Lane

MANCHESTER

‘The fight against
productivity deals’

Monday, November 10
8 p.m.

The Wheatsheaf
High Street
off of Market Street

PORTUGAL

‘Fascist election
farce exposed

By a foreign correspondent

FACTS published on Portugal’s recent ‘general election’
have revealed how much Prime Minister Dr Marcello
Caetano’s election victory is really worth.

Every one of the 130 seats
has gone to the govern-
ment party, the National
Union, which is also the
only legal party in Portugal.

But that is only part of the

story.
Of Portugal’'s 9,500,000
population, only 1,800,000

have the vote.

40 per cent of the popula-
tion cannot read or write, and
therefore are automatically
barred from voting.

In the overseas provinces,
which are treated by the fas-
cist regime as part of Portu-

 guese territory, less than half

a million out of 14 million
can vote.

Thus out of a grand total of
23} million Portuguese sub-
jects, only 2,300,000 were al-
lowed to vote and of these
only half in fact did so.

Some opposition candidates
were barred from standing on
the grounds that their ideas
were ‘contrary to the estab-
lished order’.

This was the fate of the
seven candidates of the So-
cialist group in Mozambique.

The fascist regime built by
Salazar continues.

This election farce will de-
ceive nobody.

THIRD TUBE
STOPPAGE

LONDON’S tube guards are
expected to strike for the
third time in as many weeks
on Friday.

At the same time, London
Transport and union repre-
sentatives are to meet again
to continue their talks on a
productivity deal for all 13,000
Underground workers.

These - were adjourned. on
Monday with no conclusion
reached about the guards’
mileage pay claim.

at the weekend insisting:

‘The present round of nego-
tiations are finished. No use-
ful purpose can be served in
prolonging a situation that
cannot be altered.’

‘ACGCGEPTED’

District secretary Arthur
Sjojren has instructed stew-
ards not to call a meeting on
Friday on the grounds that
the deal has already been ac-
cepted by the union’s leaders.

At Ellesmere Port, as re-
ported in Saturday's Workers
Press (November 1), stewards
are alleging discussions be-
tween the management and
members of the Wirral and
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ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

All car, car delivery and components
workers are invited to a motor
workers’ conference

Digbeth Civic Hall, Digbeth
BIRMINGHAM
Saturday, November 8 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Write tor credentials to R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path, Blackbird Leys, Oxford

Conference fee 5s. a person

morrow ends

PRICE 6d.

feject
hours
offer
Says
miners
Committee

By an Industrial correspondent

THE MINERS' Nationa]
Action Committee is pro-
ducing a leaflet calling for
the rejection of the Coal
Board’s offer of a 40-hour
week exclusive of meal
breaks.

The NCB’s refusal to
grant the 40-hour week in-
cluding the 20-minute meal-
break for surface workers
was the main issue left un-
resolved by the recent fort-
night-long miners’' strike.

The committee, is angry
at the executive’s manoeuvr-

rings to prevent another
strike. <

The coiming pithead baliot
has been organized so that
the rejection of the hours
offer means rejection of the
wages offer, which the miners
would otherwise accept.

Hours alone

The committee wants the
ballot arranged so as to con-
firm that the membership is
prepared to strike on the
hours issue alone.

But miners must be wary

,of__;he-poli:_:.\{..-w‘ lined by the

action commiiiow.

It says . . we have the
right to ask our area execu-
tive committees and area
council meetings to give
authority for official leaflets
to be issued which will spell
out why the men should vote
against acceptance’.

This request is directed to
the very bodies which told
the miners to go back to work
with the hours question un-
resolved!

Handing back

That the committee has
said it will go ahead with its
campaign whether or not the
area councils co-operate - is
not the main question,

The committee is giving
the initiative, which it un-
doubtedly holds at present,
back to those who worked
with TUC general secretary
Vic Feather to halt the strike.
strike.

A committee
said:

‘We feel sure that if all
the facts are made known the
miners will vote against ac-
ceptance.’

This is not the issue.

Miners are well aware of
the facts of their claim.

What miners demand from
the action committee is not
information, but a new lead-
ership which will fight the
Coal Board and the Labour
overnment not only over
ours, but over low wages,
speed-up, closures, and the
other big issues affecting
miners.

spokesman

Asian
Ministers
in London
talks

GROWING fears for the poli-
tical stability of South-East
Asia form the background for
visits to Britain this week by
top ministers from Indonesia
and Thailand.

The Indonesian Foreign
Minister, Mr Adam Malik, to-
his four-day
visit during which he had
talks with the Prime Minister
and the Foreign Secretary,
Michael Stewart and also with
Mr Heath.

Nai Pote Sarasin, Thai-
land’s deputy Prime Minister,
is on an official visit to Lon-
don this week.

The imminence of US de-
feat ir Vietnam is a big threat
to these governments. -

They are looking to Britain
for more help or guarantees
of support to maintain their
rule on behalf of imperialism.



Nixon’s Vietnam S

NIXON’S nation-wide television speech on Monday
night represents an intensification of the class war
by United States imperialism against the interna-
tional working class. |

Nurses
turned
away by
D.E.P.

A GROUP of London
nurses—anxious about
rumours that they will
not receive a pay rise dne
next March—were turned
away from
et of . Fhighpyielit-aiid
Productivity on Monday.

They had wanted to discuss
the rumours with Mrs Bar-
bara Castle, but were told
by officials that she was not
at the Department.

It was suggested that they put
their case to the Whitley
Council, which negotiates
the wages of nurses.

‘We have heard strong and
reliable rumours that we
are not going to get our
pay rise next year, and we
are concerned about this
because we are not going
to be “done” again’, com-
mented the leader of the
delegation, Sister Patricia
Veal.

CLOSE-
DOWN
THREAT
AT AEC.

By our own correspondent

THE MANAGEMENT of
AEC (Southall) has announ-
ced that the plant, which em-
ploys about 5,000 people ‘may
close down in the next week
or two’ because of the dispute
at Standard-Triumph.

Standard-Triumph produces
fr%r;t-panels for AEC’s truck
cabs,

The management tried to
get the wor}gq s to produce
them insidq;’-ﬁti\e plant, but
these and . ®:coming from
another factdyy were blacked.

The lay-o "ei'gise the ques-
tion of lay-bff pay—which is
also the issue at Standard-
Triumph.

One of the reasons manage-
ment will not settle the dis-
pute is that they would then
in future have to pay it to
the group.

That is also why the whole
group should support Stan-
dards.

His immediate subject
was the Vietnam war.
After months of hesitation,
the President came down
firmly on the side of fight-
ing it out to the bitter
end.

Not only did Nixon re-*
fuse to set a deadline for
the total withdrawal of US
troops, he made it clear
that there would be no
more limited withdrawals
after the current pullback
cf 60,000 men has been
completed on December 15.

Nixon warned that any
further retreats would only
lead to the collapse of the

uppet Saigon regime, which
as _proved

completely ig.
- eapabie. ol pyLting: mlh
the "f’rox?t !‘Ti“

ne to fight the
National Liberation Front,
Desertion rates are as high
as ever.

‘Massacres’

Nixon referred in blood-
curdling terms to the fate of
the North Vietnamese land-

By Robert Black

The imperialists’ debt to
the social - democratic and
Stalinist bureaucracies in this
period of deepening crisis is
truly considerable.

The Stalinist betrayal of the
French General Strike of
1968, their repressive policies
against the Czechoslovak wor-
king class since August 1968,
and the Kremlin’s brutal sup-
pression of the anti-Stalinist
opposition on the Soviet
Union itself — all these acts
assist imperialism as it comes
under the blows of a re-
awakened working class.

In Britain, the Labourites
carry out a similar policy.

They exert all their
epergies in attacking the
working class to stave -off

the British and world cap

talist system—all at the be-
hest of the international,
and principally, US bankers,

Nixon’s speech is the voice
of international capital rally-
ing all the forces of reaction
against the working class.

It makes the building of the
revolutionary party in Britain
as part of the Fourth Inter-
national all the more urgent.

peech

U.S. ‘PEACE’
FRAUD EXPOSED
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Tenants’

isis in. |- I8

THE FIRST four of the 3,700 East
London rent rebels appeared on Monday
at Bow County Court, backed by a dem-
onstration of 500 tenants and workers.
The demonstrators, many of them
housewives, stood outside the court all
day while the four rebels’ cases were
heard. The Tory Greater London Council
is seeking the enforcement of eviction
notices against the tenants, who have been
withholding rent increases imposed 13

ago.

college.

tion

A number of trade union branches, in-
cluding Ford workers, dockers, postmen
and engineers, were represented on the
demonstration, together with a contingent
of architecture students from a nearby

he four rebels, Terence Connolly of
Bow, and William Walsham, John Ford
and Leonard White of Poplar, are only the
first of large numbers of tenants the GLC
intends to evict if the court grants evic-

owners and pro-French govern-
ment bureaucrats after the col-
lapse of French Indo-China in
1954 :

‘For the South Viet-
namese, our precipitate
withdrawal would inevitably
allow the communists to
repeat the massacres which
followed their take-over of
the North 15 years ago.’
The loss of South Vietnam

is, however, only the beginn-
ing of Nixon’s worries. The
real meat of his speech came
later when he dwelt on the
consequences of withdrawal
from and defeat in Vietnam :

‘This would spark vio-
lence wherever our commit-
ments help maintain peace
—in the Middle East, in
Berlin, eventually even in
the western hemisphere.’
(Our emphasis.)

U.S. problems

But in deciding to fight it
out, enormous problems, both
political and economic, are
created inside the United
States itself,

The anti-war movement
will grow, bringing in more
and more youth and wor-
kers and thus changing the
character of the campaign
from pure middle-class pro-
test to a serious challenge
to US imperialism.

The inflationary strain on
the dollar and the economy
will grow, sharpening up still
further the tension between
the working class and the big
monopolies.

Nixon knows this. But he
has no choice.

Though the imperialists
have their backs to the wall,
thei will fight to the very end,
with every weapon they have
at their disposal — political,
etonomic and military.

Big business
demands crack-
down on wages

By our industrial reporter

LEADERS of the Confederation of British Industry have
demanded that the Labour leaders crack down on pay
increases unrelated to productivity.

After a meeting with Mrs
Barbara Castle on Monday,
CBI president Sir Arthur Nor-
man said his delegation had
‘told her the CBI members’
agreement to go along with

prices and incomes J)ohcy
would be conditione by
what the government was

prepared to say and do to
make sure that prices and
incomes continued to receive
parity of treatment in any
new policies and powers in
the future’.

To back this line, they de-
manded the ending of govern-
ment controls over dividends.

Most of the heat in their
exchanges with Castle is clear-
ly generated by the big em-
ployers’ hatred and fear of
the ever growing movement
amongst low-paid workers.

They see the pay conces-
sions offered to the dustmen,
miners and firemen as a series
of surrenders.

Since workers have alread
smashed their way througg
the incomes policy, they are
highly sceptical of proposals
to re-activate Part Two of the
present Act and are calling
for tougher measures.

C.N.D. to drop Aldermaston

THE CAMPAIGN for nuclear
Disarmament is to replace its
Aldermaston March with
‘serious political entertain-
ment’ in Easter 1970.

Its annual conference,
which took this decision over
the weekend, showed just
how far this protest organiza-
tion has declined since the
beginning of the decade.

CND now claims 2211
members and is in financial
difficulties.

Nostalgia about the days
when tens of thousands turn-
ed out for the Easter marches

march

predominates over any serious
attempt to revive its corpse.

As West Midlands delegate
Howard Chaney pointed out
at the conference:

‘The demonstrations are
pitifully small. Nobody takes
any notice.’

He told delegates they
should very seriously consider
winding up the organization.

Other speakers proposed
changing the name to ‘Cam-

paign for Survival’, while
others described last year’s
Aldermaston March as ‘a dis-
aster’.

The Campaign, fundamen-
tally a middle-class protest
movement, has been brushed
aside by the emergence of the
working class into big strug-
gles.

The CND leadership was
never able to make any turn
to the working class and ac-
cordingly now finds itself
completely isolated from the
new forces entering the class
struggle.

Firemen

urged fto

call off
strike

By our industrial reporter

LONDON firemen have
been told by their union
leagers to call off their
one-hour strikes planned
for today.

Details of a new pay-and-
conditions deal for all Bri-
tain’s 27,000 firemen were an-
nounced after a meeting be-
tween Home Secretary Mr.
James Callaghan and Messrs.
Terry Parry and Enoch Hum-
phries of the Fire Brigades
Union on Monday night.

They had been agreed

"earlier by union and local

authority representatives.

- The reaction from many
London firemen was that the
deal, which does not include
anything about the accomo-
dation allowances they have
been demanding, should not
necessarily mean their action
would be called off.

‘We agreed last Wednesday
that the only time we could
accept or reject any deal was
at a further delegate confer-
ence’, one delegate told the
Workers Press.

Mr Parry, the FBU'’s ‘left’
general secretary, claimed
after his meeting with Callag-
han that a strike would now
be quite unjustified.

But Jim Stracey, secretary
of the London Brigades Com-
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Leyland Lane
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Monday, November 10
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The Wheatsheaf
High Street
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PORTUGAL

Fascist election
farce exposed

By a foreign correspondent
FACTS published on Portugal’s recent ‘general election’
have revealed how much Prime Minister Dr Marcello
Caetano’s election victory is really worth.

Every one of the 130 seats
has gone to the govern-
ment party, the National
Union, which is also the
only legal party in Portugal.

But that is only part of the

story.

Of Portugal's 9,500,000
population, only 1,800,000
have the vote.

40 per cent of the popula-
tion cannot read or write, and
therefore are automatically
barred from voting.

In the overseas provinces,
which are treated by the fas-
cist regime as part of Portu-
guese territory, less than half
a million out of 14 million
can vote,

Thus out of a grand total of
231 million Portuguese sub-
jects, only 2,300,000 were al-
lowed to vote and of these
only half in fact did so.

Some opposition candidates
were barred from standing on
the grounds that their ideas
were ‘contrary to the estab-
lished order’.

This was the fate of the
seven candidates of the So-
cialist group in Mozambique.

The fascist regime built by
Salazar continues.

This election farce will de-
ceive nobody.

THIRD TUBE
STOPPAGE

LONDON'’S tube guards are
expected to strike for the
third time in as many weeks
on Friday.

At the same time, London
Transport and union repre-
sentatives are to meet again
to ‘continue their talks on a
productivity deal for all 13,000
Underground workers.

These were adjourned. on
Monday with no conclusion
reached about the guards’
mileage pay claim.

Luton
stewards
reject plan

By David Maude

MANY OF Vauxhall’s 10,000 laid-off workers
at Luton and Dunstable have been recalled to
work today, but continuing shop-floor opposi-
tion to the company’s pay and productivity
proposals makes it extrentely unlikely that full
production can he resumed by the end of the
week, as has been claimed.

Engineering union shop
stewards at Luton have
now joined those at Elles-
mere Port in opposing
their national executive’s
instructions to accept the
deal.

They have called a mass
meeting of their members
for Friday.

Although the union’s Elles-
mere Port members have now
been recalled to work, the dis-
pute over press shop pay is
still going on.

Operators are refusing to
set their presses unless paid a
setter’s rate and there is little
B:ospect of normal production

ing achieved until their de-
mands are met.

MORE TALKS

Amalgamated Engineers
and Foundryworkers execu-
tive councilman Arthur
Hearsey has called for further
talks with the management
this week.

National Union of Vehicle
Builders members are still laid
off from the Merseyside plant.
company’s productivity propo-
sals remains- as firm as ever.

Even if assermnbly is re-
started at Luton, Vauxhall is
still by no means certain of
maintaining a sufficient supply
of axles and gearboxes from
Ellesmere Port.

Despite an overwhelming
vote against the productivity
deal by the Luton AEF stew-
ards, the union’s district com-
mittee was circulating a letter
at the weekend insisting:

‘The present round of nego-
tiations are finished. No use-
ful purpose can be served in
prolonging a situation that
cannot be altered.’

‘ACCEPTED’

District secretary Arthur
Sjojren has instructed stew-
ards not to call a meeting on
Friday on the grounds that
the deal has already been ac-
cepted by the union’s leaders.

At Ellesmere Port, as re-
ported in Saturday's Workers
Press (November 1), stewards
are alleging discussions be-
tween, the management and
members of the Wirral and

@ PAGE 4 COL. 4 —

ALL TRADES UNIONS ALLIANCE

MOTOR WORKERS'
~ CONFERENCE

All car, car delivery and components
workers are invited to a motor
workers’ conference

Digbeth Civic Hall, Digbeth
BIRMINGHAM

Saturday, November 8 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Write tor credentials to R. Parsons,
21 Strawberry Path, Blackbird Leys, Oxford
Conference fee 5s. a person

- of. the. policy,
action ﬁnmn

COmmitteg

By an Industrial correspondent

THE MINERS' National
Action Committee is pro-
ducing a leaflet calling for
the rejection of the Coal
Board’s offer of a 40-hour
week exclusive of meal
breaks.

The NCB’s refusal to
grant the 40-hour week in-
cluding the 20-minute meal-
break for surface workers
was the main issue left un-
resolved by the recent fort-
night-long miners’ strike.

The committee, is angry
at the executive’s manoeuvr-
rin to prevent another
strike. <.

The coming pithead ballot
has been organized so that
the rejection of the hours
offer means rejection of the
wages offer, which the miners
would otherwise accept.

Hours alone

The committee wants the
ballot arranged so as to con-
firm that the membership is
grepargd to strike on the
ours issue alone.

But miners must be wary
iged by the

It says ‘. . . we have the
right to ask our area execu-
tive committees and area
council meetin, to ive
authority for official leaflets
to be issued which will spell
out why the men should vote
against acceptance’.

This request is directed to
the very bodies which told
the miners to go back to work
with the hours question un-
resolved!

Handing back

That the committee has
said it will go ahead with its
campaign whether or not the
area councils co-operate - is
not the main question.

The committee is giving
the initiative, which it un-
doubtedly holds at present,
back to those who worked
with TUC general secretary
\:i(;kFeather to halt the strike.
strike.

A committee
said:

‘We feel sure that if all
the facts are made known the
miners will vote against ac-
ceptance.’

This is not the issue.

Miners are well aware of
the facts of their claim.

What miners demand from
the action committee is not
information, but a new lead-
ership which will fight the
Coal Board and the Labour
ﬁovernment not only over
ours, but over low wages,

spokesman

speed-up, closures, and the
other big issues affecting
miners.

Asian
Ministers
in London
talks

GROWING fears for the poli-
tical stability of South-East
Asia form the background for
visits to Britain this week by
top ministers from Indonesia
and Thailand.

The Indonesian Foreign
Minister, Mr Adam Malik, to-
morrow ends his four-day
visit during which he had
talks with the Prime Minister
and the Foreign Secretary,
Michael Stewart and also with
Mr Heath.

Nai Pote Sarasin, Thai-
land’s deputy Prime Minister,
is on an official visit to Lon-
don this week.

The imminence of US de-
feat ir Vietnam is a big threat
to these governments,

They are looking to Britain
for more help or guarantees
of support to maintain their
rule on behalf of imperialism.
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IN AUGUST 1969, the British Communist Party published a
60-page booklet by Betty Reid entitled ‘Ultra-Leftism in Britain’.
Though she touches on the activities of amarchist and ‘Maoist’
groups, Reid’s main concern is to discredit Trotskyism in general
and the Socialist Labour League in particular.

Starting today, the Workers Press will publish five extracts
from a larger work dealing with all the main principled differences

between Trotskyism and Stalinism.

The extracts we are publishing here will deal with five specific
issues raised by Reid’s attack on the Fourth International :

1. The Popular Front and the Transitional Pro-
gramme of the Fourth International.

2. The Second World War: The Stalin-Hitler Pact.
3. The Second World War: ‘The Big Three’.
4. British Trotskyism today: Stalinism and the Re-

visionists.

5. The fight for alternative leadership: The Stalin-

ist record—and ours.

REID’S REFERENCE
to ‘that famous Trotsky-
ist ‘“‘unconditional de-
fence” which incorpor-
ates in it the necessity
for overthrowing the
government’ (p. 48) is a
cheap attempt to slander
the Fourth International
as an anti-Soviet move-
ment. :

On page 32 she alleges that
by unconditional defence of
the Soviet Union Trotsky
meant ‘the only way to de-
fend it was by the overthrow
of its government’. On the
same page she also refers to
‘Trotsky’s so-called ‘“uncon-
ditional defence” line’.

Trotsky never made his de-
fence of the USSR conditional
or dependent on the over-
throw of Stalin.

In fact, as Reid has to ad-
mit, Trotsky’s firmness on this
question drove him to a split
with the Schachtman ten-
dency in the Trotskyist So-
cialist Workers Party of the
USA.

Time and again the same
question has come up: has the
development of the bureau-
cracy and the killing of all the
old Bolsheviks destroyed
everything created by the
revolution of 1917?

Trotsky answered firmly in
the negative, as we do today.
With Trotsky we defend the
Marxist position that despite
the terrible ravages of Stalin-
ism, the bureaucracy has not
been able to overthrow the
property relations established
by the Oci.ver Revolution.

Political power

The working class lost all
political power under the rule
of the Stalinist bureaucracy.

The Soviets were turned
into tame instruments of the
bureaucracy, the statutes on
workers’ control of produc-
tion were either revoked or
trampled on by the managerial
caste that owed its privileges
and power to Stalin.

But despite all these tre-
mendous setbacks for the
working class, capitalist pro-
perty relations had and have
not been restored.

Within the
nationalized property, state
central planning and the mon-
opoly of foreign trade, the
bureaucracy won for itself
social privileges approaching
those of the ruling class of the
capitalist states.

But the bureaucracy did
not become a ruling class by
so doing.

It distorted the property re-
lations established by the Re-
volution, it stole vast sections
of the surplus product of the
working class for its own pri-
vate consumption (not invest-
ment), but it was not able to
abolish these same property
relations.

A Soviet bureaucrat, how-
ever exalted, remained but a
bureaucrat—and then only if
Stalin permitted it.

Last analysis

In the last analysis, the bur-
eaucracy remained a section
of the Soviet state and labour
movement corrupted by im-
perialism and thoroughly rot-
ted inwardly by the infiltra-
tion of class layers and ele-
ments hostile to the 1917
Revolution.

That same process of cor-
ruption and middle-class in-
fection has also deeply cor-
roded the western workers’
movement.

In the Soviet Union, it took
place several years after and
not before the conquest of
power.

Until either imperialism or
the bureaucracy restored cap-
italist property relations in
the Soviet ' Union, Trotsky
stood for unconditional de-
fence of the USSR against im-
perialist intervention and in-
ternal restoration.

Reid in this context refers
to the split between Trotsky
and Schachtman that devel-
oped after the signing of the
Stalin-Hitler Pact.

But she avoids relating this
split to its historical context,
for to do so would involve an
analysis of the Pact and its
role in demoralizing whole
sections of the revolutionary

framework of

and workers’ movement at

that time.
Reid also presents Schacht-
man’s position  wrongly—

again betraying her profound
ignorance of Trotskyism. He
was not a supporter of the
theory that Russia had re-
verted to state capitalism and
that the bureaucracy were a
capitalist class.

Schachtman held the bur-
eaucracy to be a mew type of
ruling class, based on collec-
tive property relations, the
theory of ‘bureaucratic collec-
tivism’.

But far worse than mis-
takes and omissions is her
failure to quote from a single
document of Trotsky’s on the
class nature of the Soviet
Union and the stand taken by
the Fourth International in its
defence. To do so would im-
mediately expose all her slan-
ders against Trotsky’s ‘so-
called’ unconditional defence.

Schachtman

In his struggle against the
Schachtman group after the
outbreak of the Second World
War, Trotsky underlined his
position many times over:

‘... let us suppose that Hit-
ler turns his weapons against
the East and invades the ter-
ritories occupied by the Red
Army. [Unlike the Stalinists,
Trotsky always warned that
the Pact with Hitler only
postponed the Nazi onslaught
against the Soviet Union.] Un-
der these conditions, partisans
of the Fourth International,
without changing in any way
their attitude toward the
Kremlin oligarchy, will ad-
vance to the forefront, as the
most urgent task of the hour,
the military resistance against
Hitler. The workers will say:

“We cannot cede to Hitler
the overthrowing of Stalin;
that is our own task”.’ (‘In De-
fence of Marxism’ p. 24-25).

Where is there any refer-
ence to the defence of the
USSR being conditional on

- the overthrow of Stalin, Mrs

Reid?

On the contrary, Trotsky

"t Sage oiner Crvmtedbafel ishem forettutigung Liven.
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War: The Stalin-

states that the most urgent
task is its defence against Hit-
ler, despite the Stalin regime
and its oppression of the
working class.

On page 35, he returns to
this same point:

‘We are completely and
wholeheartedly for an inde-
pendent (of Hitler as well as
of Stalin) Soviet Ukraine. But
what to do if, before having
obtained this independence,
Hitler attempts to seize the
Ukraine which is under the
domination of the Stalinist
bureaucracy? The Fourth In-
ternational answers: Against
Hitler we will defend this
Ukraine enslaved by Stalin.

Unconditional

‘What does “unconditional”
defence of the USSR° mean?

‘It means that we do not
lay any conditions upon the
bureaucracy. It means that in-
dependently of the motive and
the causes of the war, we de-
fend the social basis of the
USSR, if it is menaced by
danger on the part of imper-
ialism.’

From this statement it is
crystal-clear that Trotsky sub-

Hiter Pact

ordinated everything, includ-
ing the self-determination of
the Ukraine and the removal
of the Stalinist bureaucracy,
to the defence of the USSR.

In an interview on February
14, 1940, Trotsky returned to
this theme:

% « » you will see clearly
where I stand in relation to
this grouping of forces: on the
side of the USSR entirely and
unconditionally; before all
against imperialism—of all
labels; after that—against the
Kremlin oligarchy which faci-
litates with its foreign policy
the preparation of the march
against the USSR and with its
domestic policy debilitates
the Red Army’.

Yes. Well over a year be-
fore the Nazi invasion, Trot-
sky warned the Soviet and in-
ternational working class of
German imperialism’s designs
on the USSR. Following Hit-
ler’s conquest of Poland, Trot-
sky gave this prophetic warn-
ing:

‘To picture it as if the new
western boundary of the
USSR were a permanent bar-
rier to Hitler’'s road eastward
violates all proportion. Hitler
solves his tasks by stages. On
the order of the day now is

Molotov, who thought ‘fascism was a matter of taste’, seen arriving in Berlin on November 12, 1940, to
confer with Nazi leaders. He was given a Nazi salute and guard of honour.
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LETTER

EVEN BRIAN MOORE'’S ex-
cellent review of ‘Adalen 31’
(Workers Press, October 29)
cannot convey the political
and emotional impact of this
film, nor the beauty of the
acting and photography.

This is a film which must
be seen and should be widely
shown.

The producer Bo Widerberg
made the film with the assist-
ance and participation of
Swedish workers who were
actually in the strikers’ march
and he is quoted this week
(‘The Guardian’, October 28)
as saying:

‘I went to endless pains to
do as they wanted, not what I
wanted. When we filmed the
procession which ends with
the shooting of five workers,
they kept on interrupting.
“No. No,” they’d say, “that
man wasn’t killed there. It was
a little to the left of that tree—
and he was hit in the leg, not
the arm.” They really felt it
was a piece of history that had
to be accurate. So it was—the
only piece we possess as a
matter of fact.

As Brian Moore says, it
would be impossible to get

LSS

CINEM

elling points

such a film financed in this
country, and this is all the
more reason that ‘Adalen 31’
should be put on general re-
lease here and shown at local
cinemas throughout the coun-
try.

This will surely be one of
the great film classics and it is
far too valuable to be shown
only to the privileged few who
can get to Academy One in
London.

B. Jackson.

B. JACKSON raises
some important ques-
tions when she says that
‘Adalen 31’ ,should be
put on general release,

A

because it is at that point
that you come slap up
against the big mono-
polies.

Last week I tried to sketch
out some of the difficulties of
film-making in this country,
but left out the whole prob-
lem of film distribution.

There are two major cinema
circuits in this country. That
is to say the actual bricks and
mortar of theatres are owned
by two monopoly chains.

In effect two men decide
what is to be shown at your
local cinema.

Their considerations are, of
course, financial; whether the

. disappear tomorrow.

the crushing of Great Britain.
For the sake of this objective
it is possible to sacrifice some-
thing.’ (Writings of Leon
Trotsky (1939-1940), p. 15).

‘The march eastward pre-
supposes a major war between
Germany and the USSR.
When the time comes for
this war, the question as to
what meridian the struggle will
begin upon will have only
secondary significance.” (Nov-
ember 1939.) (our empbhasis).

Stalin could only ‘defend
the Soviet Union by diploma-
tic and military means.

He signed pacts and occu-
pied territory (such as parts of
Finland and Poland and the
Baltic states) but he was un-
able and unwilling to summon
that greatest defence of all:
the revolutionary potential
and capacity of the interna-
tional working class.

This meant unleashing that
force the bureaucracy feared
as much as any imperialist in-
tervention. It was in this
sense that Trotsky spoke of
the bureaucracy defending
and even extending the revo-
lution (as with the change in
property relations in east
Poland and the annexed parts
of Finland) by counter-revo-
lutionary methods, methods
which only alienated the
working class from the So-
viet Union and communism.

Following the defeat of
France by Germany, Trotsky
again, and for almost the last
time, raised his voice in de-
fence of the Soviet Union and
against the policy of Stalin,
which placed it in pawn to
the goodwill of Hitler:

‘In spite of the Kremlin’s
territorial seizures, the inter-
national position of the USSR
is worsened in the extreme.
The Polish buffer disappeared.
The Rumanian buffer will
Mighty
Germany, master of Europe,
acquires a common frontier
with the USSR.

‘ . . Her victories in the
West are only preparation for
a gigantic move toward the
East. In the attack on Finland
the Red Army, decapitated
and demoralized, again by
Stalin, demonstrated its weak-
ness before the whole world.
In his coming march against
the USSR, Hitler will find
support in Japan.’

Persecuted

This is how the meagre and
persecuted forces of the
Fourth /International prepared
for the defence of the Soviet
Union against the Nazi offen-
sive. How did Reid’s Stalin-
ists, both in Britain and the
Kremlin, match up to this
challenge?

For nearly two whole years,
from August 1939 to June 22,
1941, they pretended to their
own members and the work-
ing class all over the world
that there was no such dan-
ger.

And we shall prove it.

But first let us expand a
little on Trotsky’s reference
to Stalin’s purge of the Red
Army forces.

What was the extent of the
military purge begun by Stalin
in June 1937 ?

At the 22nd Congress of the
Soviet Communist Party in
1961, Khrushchev only gave
a hint of the depth of the
purge :

‘Delegates have spoken here
with pain in their hearts of
many innocent victims among
prominent Party officials and
statesmen.- Such prominent
army leaders as Tukhachev-
sky, Yakir, Uborevich, Kork,
Eidemann and others were
victims of the repressions,

‘They were military men
who had great services to their
credit, especially Tukhachev-
sky, Yakir and Uborevich, who
were outstanding soldiers.’
(‘The Road to Communism’,
p. 346.)

Evidently Stalin felt he could
do without their services. Not
only they, but literally thous-
ands of other Soviet military
leaders, the cream of the Red
General Staff, were murdered
ilr19 ;l;e years between 1937 and

By Brian Moore

film will show a profit.

In this they are speculators,
gamblers at the tote, with no
more guarantees of the mythi-
cal jackpot than any other
gambler.

And in this sense their
choices are haphazard and un-
certain and today there is a
good deal of confusion about
which film actually does make
money.

In the old days of Holly-
wood studio productions with
their contract stars, along
with a generally high audience
attendance at local cinema
houses, there was a certain
stability, a certain predicta-
bility.

But since the breakdown of
the studio system and the ad-

In this period the Red Army
lost three of its five Marshals,
all 11 of its Deputy Commis-
sars for Defence, 75 of its 80
members of the Military
Soviet, all its military district
commanders who held that
post in June 1937.

The head of the political
administration of the army and
his deputy had been shot. The
naval and air chiefs of staff
were killed. 13 out of 15 army
commanders were shot, 57 out
of 85 corps commanders were
shot, as were 110 out of the
195 divisional commanders.

One hundred and eighty-four
of the 406 brigade com-
manders were shot, while only
one fleet commander survived
the naval purge. In the Far
Eastern forces, over 80 per
cent of the staff were purged.

These figures are all taken
from Soviet military sources
published since Stalin’s death.
They measure Stalin’s contri-
bution to the defence of the
Soviet Union in the years pre-
ceding Hitler’s invasion in
June 1941,

In striking these terrible
blows against the Party, the
working class, the armed
forces and the economy, Stalin
became the spearhead of the
imperialist offensive against
the Soviet Union.

Though not restoring capi-
talist property relations, the
bureaucracy served imperial-
ism up to that limit by smash-
ing all the bulwarks erected
by the Party and International
in their Leninist period; the
internal support of the Soviet
masses and the fraternal solid-
arity of the international work-
ing class and colonial peoples.

Stalinism destroyed both.

It was, and remains, coun-
ter-revolutionary to the end.

Reid skates on very thin ice
with the Nazi-Soviet Pact, and
she knows it :

‘For those who have been
nourished on the conventional
explanations of the origins of
the Second World War which
began with the Soviet-German
Pact [even Reid has to admit
that the Pact sparked off the
war] and the attitude of the
international communist move-
ment to the outbreak of war
in 1939, the study of this
[Stalin’s March 1939 Congress]
speech is an important correc-
tive to an oversimplification of
this period.’ (p. 14.)

As we have already proved,
the first contact made between
Hitler and Stalin was precisely
through this speech!

Captured Nazi archives pub-
lished in 1938 by the US State
Department (never challenged
by the Kremlin) give an in-
dication of the steps taken
towards the Pact.

On April 17, 1939, a Nazi
memorandum noted that ‘the
Russian press lately was not
fully participating in the anti-
Germany tone of the American
and some of the English
papers . . . The Russian Am-
bassador thereupon stated ap-
proximately as follows: Russian
policy has always moved in a
straight line.

‘ Ideological differences of
opinion had hardly influenced
the Russian-Italian relation-
ship, [as we have seen] and
they did not have to prove a
stumbling block with regard to
Germany either. . There
exists for Russia no reason
why she should not live with
us on a more normal footing.
And from normal the relations
might become better and
better’. (p. 2.)

This all-important first stage
in the move towards the Pact
was recalled by Molotov in his
speech to the Moscow Soviet
two days before the deal was
finally clinched on August 23 :

‘We see now that Comrade
Stalin’s declaration [the one
quoted by Reid] had on the
whole been understood in
Germany and that it has pro-
duced practical results’.

At the Nuremburg Trials,
Ribbentrop, the Nazi who
actually initialled the Pact on
behalf of Hitler, said the fol-
lowing :

‘Marshal Stalin made a
speech in March 1939 in which

vent of independent produc-
tion units the guarantees are
less secure.

The money isn’t sure any
more, not since ‘Tom Jones’,
which grossed millions of dol-
lars, was turned down for
general release by one notable
distributor in this country.

In this atmosphere of spec-
ulation and doubt the choices
swing from the capricious to
the pedestrian and many good
films have fallen foul of this
and have never been released.

Recently the two most not-
able films which suffered this
fate were ‘The Bofors Gun’
and ‘Charlie Bubbles’. They've
had a limited art house re-
lease, but no more.

There have been many more
that have never been shown
anywhere.

Reviewing films for this
column I am acutely aware
that the most interesting ones
that I've seen, ‘October’,
‘Adalen 31’, even ‘Easy Rider’
will not be shown in all pro-
bability outside of London,
whereas the reactionary rub-
bish like ‘Che’ and others will
be blazoned across -every local
from Glasgow to Penzance.

Anyone in any doubt about
the class position of the mo-
guls of the film industry
should glance through the

he expressed a desire to foster
better relations with Germany.

‘I informed Adolf Hitler . . .
I learned soon after through
the negotiations of Minister
Schnurre that Stalin had not
used this phrase lightly. . . .

The Nazis had read the signs
correctly.

On May 5, 1939, the Nazi
Ambassador in Moscow told
Molotov that he ‘had the im-
pression that the Soviet-
German atmosphere had im-
proved during the last year or
so’.

This ‘last year or so’ of
improving relations between
Stalin and Hitler had seen the
crushing of the Spanish work-
ing class by Franco, with the
active assistance of the Nazi
‘Condor Legion’.

It had also seen the rape of
Czechoslovakia and the force-
ible annexation of Austria by
the Nazis, not to speak of the
continued Nazi persecution of
communists, socialists and Jews
within the Third Reich itself.

This did not worry the
Kremlin.

Did not Molotov state after
the pact had been signed that
‘fascism was a matter of taste’?

Even as Nazi and Stalinist
diplomats completed the final

trade papers, ‘Cinema Today’
and ‘Weekly Kinema’.

There you will find an as-
tounding panorama of vulgar-
ity and money-grabbing.

Apart from the stills of
‘motion  picture premieres’
showing not incidentally the
actors or the directors, but
the dinner-jacketed financiers
and heads of film corporations
posing glassy-eyed with their
wives or starlets, you can
thrill to the published box
office returns of the latest
epic, or read the penetrating
reviews of latest releases as-
sessed frankly and un-
ashamedly in terms of their
‘grossing potential’.

Each review ends with ‘self-
ing points’, meant to guide the
trade from the point of view
of promotion. The categories
fall into Star, Title, Sex, Vio-
lence, Topicality etc, all of
course hard-selling points.

So the work of creative
people, whatever their talent,
is reduced to the level of a
dog food commercial.

‘Adalen 31’ is assessed as
‘art house only’.

Comrades should bang on
their local cinema managers’
doors and insist that ‘Adalen
31’ be shown.

All  letters sent to the
Workers Press describing the

details of the Pact (which
above all allowed for the Nazi
annexation of Poland and the
release of German forces for
war in the west) the Inter-
national continued to churn
out the old popular front, anti-
Nazi line.

Though Stalin had complete
contempt for the ghost of
Lenin’s International (he had
already killed all its founders)
he could still use it as a cover
for his secret diplomacy with’
Hitler.

Defeatism

J. R. Campbell, in his book
‘Questions and Answers on
Communism’ outlined Stalinist
policy before the war actually
began :

‘Is “defeatism” still the best
policy for the workers in a
capitalist country associated
with the Soviet Union in a
war ?

‘Obviously not, for such a
policy would help a fascist
victory (1) over the Soviet
Union . . . and (2) the over-
throw of parliamentary democ-
racy and the extermination of
the working-class movement.”
(p. 46.) ) N

What no British Stalinist

experience will be published
in this column.

OF THE two films I've seen
this week there is not a great
deal to be said.

‘Virgin Soldiers’ is a super-
ficial piece about young Na-
tional Servicemen in Singa-
pore during the 1950s. It starts
realistically enough, with a
young soldier’'s preoccupation
with sex, but is ultimately
treated in that ‘camp’ way
that had a vogue in the early
1960s that I thought was dying
out.

Half way through it takes
a sharp reactionary turn,
which illustrates that super-
ficiality has its politics also.

It takes a serious political
uprising against the British
with all the hostility that
middle-class smart-arsed in-
tellectuals can muster.

Where the dignity of men
in struggle is reduced to the
level of a smart remark there
you have British imperialism
on its last cynical legs.

‘The Wild Bunch is an epic
hymn to oppression, violence,
bloodshed, indifference to life,
individualism, ruggedness,
moral bankruptcy, and bar-
barism, all in Cinerama.
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the crushing of Great Britain.
For the sake of this objective
it is possible to sacrifice some-
thing.’ (Writings of Leon
Trotsky (1939-1940), p. 15).

‘The march eastward pre-
supposes a major war between
Germany and the USSR.
When the time comes for
this war, the question as to
what meridian the struggle will
begin upon will have only
secondary significance.” (Nov-
ember 1939.) (our emphasis).

Stalin could only ‘defend
the Soviet Union by diploma-
tic and military means.

He signed pacts and occu-
pied territory (such as parts of
Finland and Poland and the
Baltic states) but he was un-
able and unwilling to summon
that greatest defence of all:
the revolutionary potential
and capacity of the interna-
tional working class.

This meant unleashing that
force the bureaucracy feared
as much as any imperialist in-
tervention. It was in this
sense that Trotsky spoke of
the bureaucracy defending
and even extending the revo-
lution (as with the change in
property relations in east
Poland and the annexed parts
of Finland) by counter-revo-
lutionary methods, methods
which only alienated the
working class from the So-
viet Union and communism.

Following the defeat of
France by Germany, Trotsky
again, and for almost the last
time, raised his voice in de-
fence of the Soviet Union and
against the policy of Stalin,
which placed it in pawn to
the goodwill of Hitler:

‘In spite of the Kremlin’s
territorial seizures, the inter-
national position of the USSR
is worsened in the extreme.
The Polish buffer disappeared.
The Rumanian buffer will

. disappear tomorrow. Mighty

Germany, master of Europe,
acquires a common frontier
with the USSR.

‘. . . Her victories in the
West are only preparation for
a gigantic move toward the
East. In the attack on Finland
the Red Army, decapitated
and demoralized, again by
Stalin, demonstrated its weak-
ness before the whole world.
In his coming march against
the USSR, Hitler will find
support in Japan.’

Persecuted

This is how the meagre and
persecuted forces of the
Fourth International prepared
for the defence of the Soviet
Union against the Nazi offen-
sive. How did Reid’s Stalin-
ists, both in Britain and the
Kremlin, match up to this
challenge?

For nearly two whole years,
from August 1939 to June 22,
1941, they pretended to their
own members and the work-
ing class all over the world
that there was no such dan-
ger.

And we shall prove it.

But first let us expand a
little on Trotsky’s reference
to Stalin’s purge of the Red
Army forces.

What was the extent of the
military purge begun by Stalin
in June 1937 ?

At the 22nd Congress of the
Soviet Communist Party in
1961, Khrushchev only gave
a hint of the depth of the
purge :

‘Delegates have spoken here
with pain in their hearts of
many innocent victims among
prominent Party officials and
statesmen.~- Such prominent
army leaders as Tukhachev-
sky, Yakir, Uborevich, Kork,
Eidemann and others were
victims of the repressions,

‘They were military men
who had great services to their
credit, especially Tukhachev-
sky, Yakir and Uborevich, who
were outstanding soldiers.’
(‘The Road to Communism’,
p. 346.)

Evidently Stalin felt he could
do without their services. Not
only they, but literally thous-
ands of other Soviet military
leaders, the cream of the Red
General Staff, were murdered
in the years between 1937 and
1939.

In this period the Red Army
lost three of its five Marshals,
all 11 of its Deputy Commis-
sars for Defence, 75 of its 80
members of the Military
Soviet, all its military district
commanders who held that
post in June 1937.

The head of the political
administration of the army and
his deputy had been shot. The
naval and air chiefs of staff
were killed. 13 out of 15 army
commanders were shot, 57 out
of 85 corps commanders were
shot, as were 110 out of the
195 divisional commanders.

One hundred and eighty-four
of the 406 brigade com-
manders were shot, while only
one fleet commander survived
the naval purge. In the Far
Eastern forces, over 80 per
cent of the staff were purged.

These figures are all taken
from Soviet military sources
published since Stalin’s death.
They measure Stalin’s contri-
bution to the defence of the
Soviet Union in the years pre-
ceding Hitler’s invasion in
June 1941,

In striking these terrible
blows against the Party, the
working class, the armed
forces and the economy, Stalin
pecame the spearhead of the
imperialist offensive against
the Soviet Union.

Though not restoring capi-
talist property relations, the
bureaucracy served imperial-
ism up to that limit by smash-
ing all the bulwarks erected
by the Party and International
in their Leninist period; the
internal support of the Soviet
masses and the fraternal solid-
arity of the international work-
ing class and colonial peoples.

Stalinism destroyed both.

It was, and remains, coun-
ter-revolutionary to the end.

Reid skates on very thin ice
with the Nazi-Soviet Pact, and
she knows it :

‘For those who have been
nourished on the conventional
explanations of the origins of
the Second World War which
began with the Soviet-German
Pact [even Reid has to admit
that the Pact sparked off the
war] and the attitude of the
international communist move-
ment to the outbreak of war
in 1939, the study of this
[Stalin’s March 1939 Congress}
speech is an important correc-
tive to an oversimplification of
this period.’ (p. 14.)

As we have already proved,
the first contact made between
Hitler and Stalin was precisely
through this speech !

Captured Nazi archives pub-
lished in 1938 by the US State
Department (never challenged
by the Kremlin) give an in-
dication of the steps taken
towards the Pact.

On April 17, 1939, a Nazi
memorandum noted that ‘the
Russian press lately was not
fully participating in the anti-
Germany tone of the American
and some of the English
papers . . . The Russian Am-
bassador thereupon stated ap-
proximately as follows: Russian
policy has always moved in a
straight line.

‘ Ideological differences of
opinion had hardly influenced
the Russian-Italian relation-
ship, [as we have seen] and
they did not have to prove a
stumbling block with regard to
Germany either. . . There
exists for Russia no reason
why she should not live with
us on a more normal footing.
And from normal the relations
might become better and
better’. (p. 2.)

This all-important first stage
in the move towards the Pact
was recalled by Molotov in his
speech to the Moscow Soviet
two days before the deal was
finally clinched on August 23 :

‘We see now that Comrade
Stalin’s declaration [the one
quoted by Reid] had on the
whole been understood in
Germany and that it has pro-
duced practical results’.

At the Nuremburg Trials,
Ribbentrop, the Nazi who
actually initialled the Pact on
behalf of Hitler, said the fol-
lowing :

‘Marshal Stalin made a
speech in March 1939 in which

he expressed a desire to foster
better relations with Germany.

‘I informed Adolf Hitler . . .
I learned soon after through
the negotiations of Minister
Schnurre that Stalin had not
used this phrase lightly. . . .’

The Nazis had read the signs
correctly.

On May 5, 1939, the Nazi
Ambassador in Moscow told
Molotov that he ‘had the im-
pression that the Soviet-
German atmosphere had im-
proved during the last year or
so’.

This ‘last year or so’ of
improving relations between
Stalin and Hitler had seen the
crushing of the Spanish work-
ing class by Franco, with the
active assistance of the Nazi
‘Condor Legion’.

It had also seen the rape of
Czechoslovakia and the force-
ible annexation of Austria by
the Nazis, not to speak of the
continued Nazi persecution of
communists, socialists and Jews
within the Third Reich itself.

This did not worry the
Kremlin.

Did not Molotov state after
the pact had been signed that
‘fascism was a matter of taste’?

Even as Nazi and Stalinist
diplomats completed the final

details of the Pact (which
above all allowed for the Nazi
annexation of Poland and the
release of German forces for
war in the west) the Inter-
national continued to churn
out the old popular front, anti-
Nazi line.

Though Stalin had complete
contempt for the ghost of
Lenin’s International (he had
already killed all its founders)
he could still use it as a cover
for his secret diplomacy with
Hitler.

Defeatism

]J. R. Campbell, in his book
‘Questions and Answers on
Communism’ outlined Stalinist
policy before the war actually
began :

‘Is “defeatism” still the best
policy for the workers in a
capitalist country associated
with the Soviet Union in a
war ?

‘Obviously not, for such a
policy would help a fascist
victory (1) over the Soviet
Union . . . and (2) the over-
throw of parliamentary democ-
racy and the extermination of
the working-class movement.”
(p. 46.) ‘

What no British Stalinist
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film will show a profit.

In this they are speculators,
gamblers at the tote, with no
more guarantees of the mythi-
cal jackpot than any other
gambler.

And in this sense their
choices are haphazard and un-
certain and today there is a
good deal of confusion about
which film actually ‘does make
money.

In the old days of Holly-
wood studio productions with
their contract stars, along
with a generally high audience
attendance at local cinema
houses, there was a certain
stability, a certain predicta-
bility.

But since the breakdown of
the studio system and the ad-

vent of independent produc-
tion units the guarantees are
less secure.

The money isn't sure any
more, not since ‘Tom Jones’,
which grossed millions of dol-
lars, was turned down for
general release by one notable
distributor in this country.

In this atmosphere of spec-
ulation and doubt the choices
swing from the capricious to
the pedestrian and many good
films have fallen foul of this
and have never been released.

Recently the two most not-
able ‘films which suffered this
fate were ‘The Bofors Gun’
and ‘Charlie Bubbles’. They've
had a limited art house re-
lease, but no more.

There have been many more
that have never been shown
anywhere.

Reviewing films for this
column I am acutely aware
that the most interesting ones
that I've seen, ‘October’,
‘Adalen 31’, even ‘Easy Rider’
will not be shown in all pro-
bability outside of London,
whereas the reactionary rub-
bish like ‘Che’ and others will
be blazoned across -every local
from Glasgow to Penzance.

Anyone in any doubt about
the class position of the mo-
guls of the film industry
should glance through the

trade papers, ‘Cinema Today’
and ‘Weekly Kinema’.

There you will find an as-
tounding panorama of vulgar-
ity and money-grabbing.

Apart from the stills of
‘motion  picture premieres’
showing not incidentally the
actors or the directors, but
the dinner-jacketed financiers
and heads of film corporations
posing glassy-eyed with their
wives or starlets, you can
thrill to the published box
office returns of the Ilatest
epic, or read the penetrating
reviews of latest releases as-
sessed frankly and un-
ashamedly in terms of their
‘grossing potential’.

Each review ends with ‘self-
ing points’, meant to guide the
trade from the point of view
of promotion. The categories
fall into Star, Title, Sex, Vio-
lence, Topicality etc, all of
course hard-selling points,

So the work of creative
people, whatever their talent,
is reduced to the level of a
dog food commercial.

‘Adalen 31’ is assessed as
‘art house only’.

Comrades should bang on
their local cinema managers’
doors and insist that ‘Adalen
31’ be shown.

All  letters sent to the
Workers Press describing the

experience will be published
in this column.

OF THE two films I've seen
this week there is not a great
deal to be said.

‘Virgin Soldiers’ is a super-
ficial piece about young Na-
tional Servicemen in Singa-
pore during the 1950s. It starts
realistically enough, with a
young soldier’s preoccupation
with sex, but is ultimately
treated in that ‘camp’ way
that had a vogue in the early
1960s that I thought was dying
out.

Half way through it takes
a sharp reactionary turn,
which illustrates that super-
ficiality has its politics also.

It takes a serious political
uprising against the British
with all the hostility that
middle-class smart-arsed in-
tellectuals can muster.

Where the dignity of men
in struggle is reduced to the
level of a smart remark there
you have British imperialism
on its last cynical legs.

‘The Wild Bunch is an epic
hymn to oppression, violence,
bloodshed, indifference to life,
individualism, ruggedness,
moral bankruptcy, and bar-
barism, all in Cinerama.
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had allowed for was the com-
bination of the Soviet Union
with a fascist government. If
the British Communist Party
found itself involved in a war
in which its own ruling class
was fighting against a country
enjoying friendly relations with
the Soviet Union, and that
country was fascist, the con-
clusion that flowed from
Campbell’s argument was that
communists must support the
fascist government allied with
Stalin.

And after a great deal of
conflict and open controversy,
the British Communist Party,
like all the parties of the Inter-
national, swung round to that

J. L snh

V. M. Orov

position in the weeks follow-
ing the signing of the Pact.

In neither case, support for
the British ruling class or for
Germany, was there an in-
dependent class line.

Though the new line on the
war brought the CP into con-
flict with the British ruling
class, it did not reflect a
genuine turn to the left or a
break from the thinking behind
the popular front.

Stalin’s diplomacy had
changed the allies of the
bureaucracy. British Party
policy, after an internal con-
flict, followed suit.

This change of line can be
traced very accurately in the
Stalinist press of the period.

‘Challenge’ (YCL journal) for
July 29, 1939 :

‘All of the world’s young
people understand how serious
the times are. They see the
need to stop Hitler’s threat of
aggression.’

‘Daily Worker’, August 19,
1939:

‘New Nazi pact threatens
Poland’ [This Nazi pact was
not the one being negotiated
by Stalin for the partition of
Poland, it was a pact projected
between Hitler and the Nazi
‘Protectorate’ of Slovakia.]

‘Daily Worker’, August 21 :
[Two days before Stalin-Hitler
Pact] ‘Never has the need
been more urgent for a great
wave of popular pressure here
in Britain to force the Cham-
berlain government to GET
ON WITH THAT PACT.

So up to August 23, 1939,
the British Stalinists knew of
two pacts, the one projected
between Slovakia and Hitler
and aimed against Poland,
which they opposed, and an-
other between Britain and the
Soviet Union, which they sup-
ported.

All this, they believed, was
in line with Stalin’s popular
front policy of supporting the
anti-German imperialist
powers.

Hitler Pact

News of the Pact between
Stalin and Hitler on August
23, 1939, did not deflect the
British Communist Party from
its previous policy.

The ‘Daily Worker’ for that
day attempted to present the
Pact as an anti-Nazi blow
struck by Stalin (the same
argument used two days before
to justify an anti-Hitler Pact
between Chamberlain and
Stalin).

The Pact was ‘a demonstra-
tion before the world of the
decisive power of the Soviet
Union and of the results which
can be achieved by a genuine
stand against aggression’,

(Within a week Hitler’s
aggression against Poland had
begun.)

‘Challenge’, under Gollan’s
leadership, took up this line on
August 26 :

‘Let Chamberlain and
Daladier fly to Moscow and
open up direct conversations
with the Soviet government. ..’

So the leaders of British and
French imperialism were still
invited to sign a Pact with
Stalin, even after he had con-
cluded a deal that would
within days bring about war
between the two imperialist
camps !

The thoroughly opportunist
leaders of the Party in Britain
wanted it both ways.

They wanted to serve Stalin
by backing his Pact with
Hitler, calling it a blow against
fascist aggression, and at the
same time, go on backing their
own ruling class against Hitler
as if nothing had changed.

L A. Khalepeky

Stalin murdered thousands of Red Army chiefs (some seen above),
in the years prior to Hitler’s invasion.

If the British Communist
Party had known the full
terms of the Pact, they would
not have been so eager to pre-
sent it as a blow against Nazi
aggression.

Its first section was made
public at the time. The first
article was the most import-
ant:

‘Both High Contracting
Parties obligate themselves to
desist from any act of vio-
lence, any aggressive action,
and any attack on each other,
either individually or jointly
with other powers.’

This gave the Nazis a free
hand against Poland, the de-
tails of whose partition were
set out in a secret protocol
only revealed after the war
(and never denied by the
Kremlin).

‘2. In the event of a terri-
torial and political re-arrange-
ment [!] of the areas belonging
to the Polish State, the spheres
of influence of Germany and
the USSR shall be bounded
approximately by the line of
the rivers Narew, Vistula and
San.’ The cynical carve-up of Poland was ag

political rearrangement of the areas b
the USSR shall be bounded approxim:

Carve"UP up the Soviet Union with the

Unaware of this plan to incarnation of anti-commun-
carve up Poland, the ‘Daily ism, the Nazi regime in
Worker’ of August 25 claimed: Germany. |

‘Poland can be Saved’. Still : :
pursuing its pro-Pact
The next day, the same  py¢ anti-Hitler line, the ‘Daily
paper asserted ‘under the ham-  worker’ of September 2 (the
mer blows hOf Bﬂ}? TS(;(Vlet day following Hitler’s invasion
government, the Berlin-lokyo- " poland) headlined its front

Rome Axis of fascism was . ¢ :
yesterday visibly being broken %?tgg .Walr\{fams Plunge  World

to pieces’.

Tphings were moving in the ‘Challenge’ followed .this up
entirely opposite direction. on the same day with the
Protracted negotiations be- pledge :

tween Molotov (who visited

‘If fascism looses war upon

During the Soviet occupation of Poland the peasants (above) divided up th
The bureaucracy was forced to extend the property relations of October int

Ukranian peasants (below) welcome the advancing columns of the Wermac

‘liberation’ were soon to be shattered by the fascist dictatorship. Trotsky
wholeheartedly for’an independent Soviet Ukraine. But . . . against Hitler we

enslaved by

Berlin to see Hitler) and the
Nazis led to the drafting of an
agreement between Stalin and
the Axis, with the view of
forming a four and not three
power pact; with the Soviet
Union as the fourth member.

‘Article 3. Germany, Italy,
Japan and the Soviet Union
undertake to join no combina-
tion of powers which is
directed at one of the Four
Powers. The Four Powers will

- assist each other in economic

matters in every way and will
supplement and extend the
agreements existing amongst
themselves’.

In the same (August 26)
issue of the ‘Daily Worker’,
Pollitt wrote in his usual brash
style, completely impervious
to the contradictions of his
Party’s position :

‘I have not the slightest idea
of how long the talks have
been going on, and care less.’

He then tries to link up
Stalin’s pact with Hitler to the
purges in a way which comes
very close to the truth:

1 - ’

Spies

‘If the Soviet Union had not
dealt so firmly with the spies,
wreckers and Trotskyists, it
would not now be in the posi-
tion where Ribbentrop is com-
pelled to fly to Moscow to sign
a pact. . . .

But what was the main
charge levelled against the
Trotskyists in the Moscow
Trials ?

That they sought to come
to power and sign a pact with
Hitler.

Now that Stalin had done
just this, the Trotskyists have
to be presented as the oppon-
ents of such a policy, i.e. only
when the opposition had been
crushed could Stalin commit
the ultimate betrayal of lining
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the world, the YCL fully sup-
ports the policy of the CP,
which declares it will do all in
its power to ensure a speedy
victory over fascism.’

But the Soviet bureaucracy
did not want ‘a speedy victory
over fascism’. 1t wanted a Nazi
victory over Poland, and if
necessary over France and
Britain.

The British Party was soon
to be made aware of this
brutal fact.
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9.15 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 12.25
p.m. Apna Hi Ghar Samajhiye.
12.55 Maes A Mor. 1.30 Watch
With Mother. 1.45-1.53 News and
Weatherman. 2.05-2.50 Schools.
3.45 Representing The Union.
4.20 Play School. 4.55 The Sing-
ing, Ringing Tree. 5.15 Wild
World. 5.44 Babar. 5.50 National
News and Weather.

6.00 London-Nationwide.
6.45 The Newcomers.

7.10 The Laugh Parade.

8.50 The Main News and
Weather.

9.10 The Wednesday Play : ‘All
Out For Kangaroo Valley’.

10.20 24 Hours.
10.50 Association Football.
10.40 Weatherman.

All regions as BBCl except at the
following times:

Midlands and East Anglia: 6.00-6.45
p.m. Midlands Today, Look East,
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had allowed for was the com-
bination of the Soviet Union
with a fascist government. If
the British Communist Party
found itself involved in a war
in which its own ruling class
was fighting against a country
enjoying friendly relations with
the Soviet Union, and that
country was fascist, the con-
clusion that flowed from
Campbell’s argument was that
communists must support the
fascist government allied with
Stalin.

And after a great deal of
conflict and open controversy,
the British Communist Party,
like all the parties of the Inter-
national, swung round to that

J. L. nh |

V. M. Orlov

position in the weeks follow-
ing the signing of the Pact.

In neither case, support for
the British ruling class or for
Germany, was there an ine
dependent class line.

Though the new line on the
war brought the CP into con-
flict with the British ruling
class, it did not reflect a
genuine turn to the left or a
break from the thinking behind
the popular front.

Stalin’'s diplomacy had
changed the allies of the
bureaucracy. British Party
policy, after an internal con-
flict, followed suit.

This change of line can be
traced very accurately in the
Stalinist press of the period.

‘Challenge’ (YCL journal) for
July 29, 1939 :

‘All of the world’s young
people understand how serious
the times are. They see the
need to stop Hitler’s threat of
aggression.’

‘Daily Worker’, August 19,
1939 :

‘New Nazi pact threatens
Poland’ [This Nazi pact was
not the one being negotiated
by Stalin for the partition of
Poland, it was a pact projected
between Hitler and the Nazi
‘Protectorate’ of Slovakia.]

‘Daily Worker’, August 21 :
[Two days before Stalin-Hitler
Pact] ‘Never has -the need
been more urgent for a great
wave of popular pressure here
in Britain to force the Cham-
berlain government to GET
ON WITH THAT PACT/’

So up to August 23, 1939,
the British Stalinists knew of
two pacts, the one projected
between Slovakia and Hitler
and aimed against Poland,
which they opposed, and an-
other between Britain and the
Soviet Union, which they sup-
ported.

All this, they believed, was
in line with Stalin’s popular
front policy of supporting the
anti-German imperialist
powers.

Hitler Pact

News of the Pact between
Stalin and Hitler on August
23, 1939, did not deflect the
British Communist Party from
its previous policy.

The ‘Daily Worker’ for that
day attempted to present the
Pact as an anti-Nazi blow
struck by Stalin (the same
argument used two days before
to justify an anti-Hitler Pact
between Chamberlain and
Stalin).

The Pact was ‘a demonstra-
tion before the world of the
decisive power of the Soviet
Union and of the results which
can be achieved by a genuine
stand against aggression’,

(Within a week Hitler’s
aggression against Poland had
begun.)

‘Challenge’, under Gollan’s
leadership, took up this line on
August 26 :

‘Let Chamberlain and
Daladier fly to Moscow and
open up direct conversations
with the Soviet government. ..’

So the leaders of British and
French imperialism were still
invited to sign a Pact with
Stalin, even after he had con-
cluded a deal that would
within days bring about war
between the two imperialist
camps !

The thoroughly opportunist
leaders of the Party in Britain
wanted it both ways.

They wanted to serve Stalin
by backing his Pact with
Hitler, calling it a blow against
fascist aggression, and at the
same time, go on backing their
own ruling class against Hitler
as if nothing had changed.

b

L A. Khalepeky

Stalin murdered thousands of Red Army chiefs (some seen above),
in the years prior to Hitler’s invasion.

If the British Communist
Party had known the full
terms of the Pact, they would
not have been so eager to pre-
sent it as a blow against Nazi
aggression.

Its first section was made
public at the time. The first
article was the most import-
ant :

‘Both High Contracting
Parties obligate themselves to
desist from any act of vio-
lence, any aggressive action,
and any attack on each other,
either individually or jointly
with other powers.’

This gave the Nazis a free
hand against Poland, the de-
tails of whose partition were
set out in a secret protocol
only revealed after the war
(and never denied by the
Kremlin).

‘2. In the event of a terri-
torial and political re-arrange-
ment [!] of the areas belonging
to the Polish State, the spheres
of influence of Germany and
the USSR shall be bounded
approximately by the line of
the rivers Narew, Vistula and
San.’

Carve~-up

Unaware of this plan to
carve up Poland, the ‘Daily
Worker’ of August 25 claimed:

‘Poland can be Saved’.

The next day, the same
paper asserted ‘under the ham-
mer blows of the Soviet
government, the Berlin-Tokyo-
Rome Axis of fascism was
yesterday visibly being broken
to pieces’.

Things were moving in the
entirely opposite direction.
Protracted negotiations be-
tween Molotov (who visited

-

During the Soviet occupation of Poland the peasants (above) divided

The cynical carve-up of Poland was agreed. The Stalin-Hitler Pact read: “In the event of territorial or
political rearrangement of the areas belonging to the Polish state, the spheres of influence of Germany and
the USSR shall be bounded approximately by the line if the rivers Narew, Vistula and San.

up the Soviet Union with the
incarnation of anti-commun-
ism, the Nazi regime in
Germany,

Still pursuing its pro-Pact
but anti-Hitler line, the ‘Daily
Worker’ of September 2 (the
day following Hitler’s invasion
of Poland) headlined its front
page : ‘Nazis Plunge World
Into War’.

‘Challenge’ followed this up
on the same day with the
pledge :

‘If fascism looses war upon

up the lands of

On September 9, 1939,
‘Challenge’ was still calling it
‘a war loosed upon the world
by Hitler and the Nazis’.

Its anti-German line became
even more strident :

‘There is no-one who does
not feel a thrill of pride in the
people of Britain today. . . .
Dominant in the minds of
everyone is the thought that
fascism must be defeated. . . .
Today we march to finally de-
stroy fascism. No-one flinches
from the task.’

the Polish nobility.

The bureaucracy was forced to extend the property relations of October into its conquered territories.

Ukranian peasants (below) welcome the advancing columns of the Wermacht. However, these illusions of
‘liberation’ were soon to be shattered by the fascist dictatorship. Trotsky wrote: ‘We are completely and
wholeheartedly for'an independent Soviet Ukraine. But . . . against Hitler we will defend this Ukraine

enslaved by

Berlin to see Hitler) and the
Nazis led to the drafting of an
agreement between Stalin and

the Axis, with the view of
forming a four and not three
power pact; with the Soviet
Union as the fourth member.

‘Article 3. Germany, Italy,
Japan and the Soviet Union
undertake to join no combina-
tion of powers which is
directed at one of the Four
Powers. The Four Powers will
assist each other in economic
matters in every way and will
supplement and extend the
agreements existing amongst
themselves’.

In the same (August 26)
issue of the ‘Daily Worker’,
Pollitt wrote in his usual brash
style, completely impervious
to the contradictions of his
Party’s position :

‘I have not the slightest idea
of how long the talks have
been going on, and care less.’

He then tries to link up
Stalin’s pact with Hitler to the
purges in a way which comes
very close to the truth:

€ ] ’

Spies

‘If the Soviet Union had not
dealt so firmly with the spies,
wreckers and Trotskyists, it
would not now be in the posi-
tion where Ribbentrop is com-
pelled to fly to Moscow to sign

a pact. . . .’ .
But what was the main

charge levelled against the
Trotskyists in the Moscow
Trials ?

That they sought to come
to power and sign a pact with
Hitler.

Now that Stalin had done
just this, the Trotskyists have
to be presented as the oppon-
ents of such a policy, i.e. only
when the opposition had been
crushed could Stalin commit
the ultimate betrayal of lining
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the world, the YCL fully sup-
ports the policy of the CP,
which declares it will do all in
its power to ensure a speedy
victory over fascism.’

But the Soviet bureaucracy
did not want ‘a speedy victory
over fascism’. It wanted a Nazi
victory over Poland, and if
necessary over France and
Britain.

The British Party was soon
to be made aware of this
brutal fact.

B.B.C.-1

9.15 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 12.25
p.m. Apna Hi Ghar Samajhiye.
12.55 Maes A Mor. 1.30 Watch
With Mother. 1.45-1.53 News and
Weatherman. 2.05-2.50 Schools.
3.45 Representing The Union.
4.20 Play School. 4.55 The Sing-
ing, Ringing Tree. 5.15 Wild
World. 5.44 Babar. 5.50 National
News and Weather.

6.00 London-Nationwide.
6.45 The Newcomers.

7.10 The Laugh Parade.

8.50 The Main
Weather.

News and

9.10 The Wednesday Play: ‘All
Out For Kangaroo Valley’.

10.20 24 Hours.

10.50 Association Football.

10.40 Weatherman.

All regions as BBCl except at the
following times:

Midlands and East Anglia: 6.00-6.45
p.m. Midlands Today, Look East,

.

Even as late as September 23,
Gollan stuck to the popular
front line of backing British
imperialism and its allies
against Germany :

‘Poland has fallen viciim to
brutal Nazi aggression [sanc-
tioned by the Pact with
Stalin]. Nazi aggression must
be defeated by all the re-
sources of the British people
and the peoples of the Empire.’

That was Gollan on Septem-
ber 23, 1939.

Weather,
Summary,

Nationwide. 11.42 News

Weather.

North of England: 6.00-6.45 p.m. Look
North, Weather, Nationwide. 11.42
Northern News Headlines, Weather.

Wales: 10.25-10.45 a.m. Dysgu Cym-
raeg. 6.00-6.45 p.m. Wales Today,
Nationwide. 6.45-7.10 Heddiw. 9.00-
9.05 A Party Political Broadcast on
behalf of Plaid Cyraru. 9.05-9.10
Clive Lythgoe plays Gershwin.

Scotland:  2.30-2.50 p.m. Modern
Studies. 6.00-6.45 Reporting Scotland.
10.50-11.05  Sportsreel.  11.05-11.20
Made In Britain. 11.20 Epilogue,
Scottish News Headlines, Weather.

Northern Ireland: 10.25-10.45 a.m. For
Schools. 6.00-6.45 Scene Around Six,
Nationwide, Weather. 11.42 Northern
Ireland News Headlines, Weather.

South and West: 6.00-6.45 p.m. Points
West, South Today, Spotlight South-
West, Weather, Nationwide. 8.50-9.00
The Main News. 9.00-9.05 A Party
Political Broadcast an behalf of Plaid
Cymru. 9.05-9.10 Clive Lythgoe plays
Gershwin, 11.42 News Headlines,
Weather.

On November 4, a month
after the Party had swung be-
hind the new Kremlin line that
Britain and France were the
aggressors, and not Hitler,
Gollan now wrote the follow-
ing about the ‘victim [of]
brutal Nazi aggression’ in an
article entitled ‘Stop the War
Now’ :

‘The case of Poland cannot
be compared with that of
Czechoslovakia, China or other
victims of Nazi aggression. . . .
In 1939, Poland is attacked
again. Who fired the first shot
makes no difference to the fact
that it is an imperialist war.
An end to the war now means
a victory for the progressive
forces [previously the defeat
of Hitler meant just the same
thing].’

Then Gollan used the very
arguments employed by Cham-
berlain after Munich to justify
the annexation of Poland by
Hitler :

‘That peace will or will not
strengthen Hitler by the addi-
tion of more territory is simply
not the issue. The reality of
the situation is not the restor-
ation of the old Polish state,
not an ideological crusade
against Hitlerism. These are
simply excuses for continuing
the war. . . .Reality and the
interests of the people demand
an end to the war now and an
immediate peace conference.’
(Our emphasis.)

Earlier, on October 7,
Gollan’s YCL had called for
the acceptance of Hitler’s
‘peace’ proposals, which, of
course, included the continued
occupation ‘of Poland and
Czechoslovakia by Nazi forces:

Peace proposals

‘Think it over — because
we've got the chance to end
the war before it has really
started [Warsaw lay in ruins,
with thousands dead or in
concentration camps]. The
chance of a lifetime. . . . Peace
proposals are talked of follow-
ing the recent German-Soviet
agreement. The war in East
Europe has been brought to an
end by the strength and initia-
tive of the Soviet Union [and
the Nazi Panzer Units].

‘To continue the war under
these conditions is now a
deadly menace to the peoples
of all countries.’

The ‘Daily Worker’ was just
as cynical.

From its ‘Warsaw cries for
aid in her agony’ (September
25), the paper swung behind
the Hitler peace plan on Sep-
tember 30 :

‘Peace offer to Europe. . .
To talk of war to the end,
which means the slaughter of
the youth of Europe, would
be sheer madness.’

The position of the Fourth
International on the Second
World War had always been
clear.

Trotsky’s split from Schacht-
man on the defence of the
USSR arose out of the anti-
Soviet witch-hunt following

B.B.C.-2

11.00-11.20 a.m. Play School.
7.00 p.m. Expecting A Baby.
7.30 Newsroom, Weather.
8.00 Man Alive.

8.50 Know Your Onions.
9.10 Rowan and Martin.

110.00 Peter Sarstedt.

10.30 Man Of Two Worlds.
11.20 News Summary, Weather.
11.25 Line-Up

All regions as above except Wales:

8.50 p.m. John Gilpin Rides Again.

9.00 A Party Political Broadcast on
behalf of Plaid Cymru.

9.05 Gustavus.

9.10 as London network,

I.T.V.

11.00-11.57 a.m. Schools. 1.40-
235 p.m. Schools. 4.15 News
Headlines. 4.17 Tingha and
Tucker Club. 4.30 Crossroads.
4.55 Lift Off. 5.20 Sexton Blake
Versus The Gangsters.

5.50 News From ITN.
6.03 Today.

6.35 The Saint.

7.30 Coronation Street.
8.00 It Takes A Thief.
9.00 Special Branch.
10.00 News At Ten.
10.30 Sez Les.
11.00 Professional Wrestling.
11.45 The Papers.
12 midnight Miscellany.

the signing of the Stalin-Hitler
act.

Middle - class  intellectuals
such as Schachtman had been
prepared to defend the Soviet
Union while its ruling bureau-
cracy allied itself with ‘demo-
cratic opinion’ in the USA and
other imperialist states ranged
against Germany.

All the purges of the oppo-
sition had not provoked a re-
vision of Trotsky’s thesis that
the Soviet Union was a de-
generated workers’ state.

With the shift in Soviet
diplomacy away from the USA
towards Nazi Germany,
Schachtman and others in and
around the Trotskyist move-
ment bent to
opinion’ by not only rejecting
the pact but the defence of the
Soviet Union as well.

Schachtman was never able
to explain how diplomacy

changed property relations
(though it could certainly
jeopardize them).

Trotsky insisted that the

Second World War was an
imperialist war insofar as it
involved a clash between the
imperialist interests of the two
major groupings.

Clash

But when and where the
Soviet Union clashed with
either of the two groups of
imperialist powers, or capital-
ist states controlled by them,
the nature of the war was

determined by the socialist
property relations in the

Soviet Union, and the Fourth
International (as we have al-
ready proved in the quota-
tions) stood and fought for
the victory of the Red Army
in such clashes.

Unlike Stalin, the Fourth
International pursued a class
line; both before the war and
throughout it, both before and
after the Nazi invasion of the
USSR.

At no time between 1939

é.

b

‘democratic .

and 1941 did the British Com-
munist Party fight along revo-
lutionary defeatist lines in
keeping with Lenin’s policy
during the First World War.

It called for peace confer-
ences between Hitler and the
British government (as we
have just proved) and did not
advance through its agitation
the demand to convert the
imperialist war into a civil
war.

Insofar as the British party
had a consistent line before,
during and after the period of
the Pact, it was to serve the
counter-revolutionary interests
of the Soviet bureaucracy.

This it did by supporting
Stalin’s imperialist allies.

When Stalin leaned towards
France and Britain, the Com-
intern called for an anti-
Hitler alliance.

When Stalin leaned towards
Hitler, the British CP dropped
its anti-Nazi propaganda and
directed its fire exclusive -
against Chamberlain and then
Churchill.

And finally, when the Nazi
invasion of the USSR con-
verted Churchill into an ‘ally’
of the Soviet Union, the CP
again switched its line.

Now there could be no
struggle against British im-
perialism, only its strengthen-
ing.

The period of the Pact itself
drove Stalinism to the most
degrading depths as it fought
to defend Stalin’s alliance with
Hitler.

This period between August
1939 and June 1941 is a com-
plete blank for nearly all mem-
bers of the Communist Party,
and it is therefore essential to
examine it in some detail.

Above all, we shall prove
that Stalin’s Pact with Hitler,
far from protecting the Soviet
Union from imperialist inter-
vention, made the Nazi in-
vasion not only certain, but a
hundred times more deva-
stating.

Demoralized and decapitated by Stalin’s purge of the Red Army,
thousands of Soviet troops in Finland were either captured, or died
from hunger and cold when supply lines were cut in 22 below zero

weather during Kemi River battle.

Yorkshire

0RO AR O 2

Tyne Tees

11.00-11.57 a.m. Schools. 1.40-2.55 p.m.
Schools. 4.00 Houseparty. 4.15 News
Headlines. 4.17 Paulus. 4.30 Survival.
4.55 Lift Off. 5.20 Sexton Blake. 5.50
News. 6.00 Calendar. 6.30 Hogan’s
Heroes. 7.00 Joker’s Wild. 7.30 Corona-
tion Street. 8.00 The Saint. 9.00 Special
Branch. 10.00 News At Ten, Weather.
10.30 Sez Les. 11.00 Professional Wrest-
ling. 11.45 Late Weather.

Anglia

10.58-11.57 a.m. Schools. 1.38-2.55 p.m.
Schools. 4.05 Katie Stewart Cooks. 4.30
Anglia Newsroom. 4.35
Room, 4.55 Lift Off. 5.20 Sexton Blake.
5.50 News. 6.00 About Anglia. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Survival, 7.30 Corona-
tion Street. 8.00 The Advengers. 9.00
Special Branch. 10.00 News At Ten,
eather. 10.30 Sez Les. 11.00 Pro-
fessional Wrestling. 11.45 Reflection.

Westward

11.00-11.57 a.m. Schools. 1.40-2.55 p.m.
Schools. 4.01 Hatty Town. 4.13 West-
ward News Headlines. 4.15 Open
House. 4.41 The Gus Honeybun Show.
4.55 Lift Off. 5.20 Sexton Blake. 5.50
National News. 6.00 Westward Diary.
6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Treasure Hunt.
7.30 Coronation Street. 8.00 The Saint.
9.00 Special Branch. 10.00 News At
Ten. 10.30 Sez Les. 11.00 Professional
Wrestling. 11.45 Faith For Life. 11.51
Weather.

The Romper .

11.00-11.57 a.m. Schools. 1.40-2.55 p.m.
Schools. 4.09 North East Newsroom.
4.11 News Headlines. 4.13 Torchy.
4.30 Freud On Food. 4.53 North East
Newsroom. 4.55 Lift Off. 5.20 Sexton
Blake. 5.50 News. 6.00 Today At Six.
6.30 Police Call. 6.35 Castle Haven.
7.00 The Legend Of Jesse James. 7.30
Coronation Street. 8.00 The Saint.
9.00 Special Branch. 10.00 News At
Ten. 10.30 Face The Press: Lt-Col
Colin  Mitchell. 11.00 Professional
Wrestling. 11.45 Late - News Extra.
12.02 a.m. ‘Doubting Your Doubts’.

Grampian

10.58-11.57 a.m. Schools., 1.38-2.55 p.m.
Schools. 4.15 News Headlines. 4.17
The Tingha and Tucker Club. 4.30
Castle Haven. 4.55 Lift Off. 5.20 Sexton
Blake. 5.50 News. 6.00 Grampian News.
6.10 Grampian Week. 6.35 Crossroads.
7.00 Survival. 7.30 Coronation Street.
8.00 The Baron. 8.55 Police News.
9.00 Special Branch. 10.00 News At
Ten, Weather. 10.30 Sez Les. 11.00
Professional Wrestling,

Scottish

11.00-11.57 a.m. Schools. 1.40-2.55 p.m.
Schools. 4.20 Scotland Early. 4.30
Crossroads. 4.55 Lift Off. 5.20 Sexton
Blake. 5.50 National News. 6.00 Scot-
land Now. 6.35 Peytan Place. 7.30
Coronation Street. 8.00 The Saint.
9.00 Special Branch. 10.00 News At
Ten. 10.30 S t. 11.00 Pr
Wrestling, 11.45 Late Call.
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_Enterchangeability’ behind pay offer

LATIN AMERICA

Building workers

RUILDING EMPLOYERS have been told by leaders
of the industry’s three main unions that their ‘final’
offer for a pay and productivity deal covering one
mdlion workers is unacceptable.

Work

to rule
could
shut off

electricity

POWER STATIONS could
be shut down this week as
electricity supply workers
continue their overtime ban
and work-to-rule which
started on Monday.

The power workers’ action
is in support of a wage claim
affecting 150,000 men.

They are demanding a 20
per cent wage increase, an
extra week's holiday and more
pay for shift-work.

An employers’ offer of a 6
per cent increase has already
been rejected by union leaders.

The action will be stepped
up on Friday when power
workers are expected to lobby
talks between employers and
unions.

National threat

Leaders of the four unions
in the industry have told the
generating boards that official
action will be taken through-
out the country if the claim
is not conceded.

Birmingham power workers
have already called for a one-
day strike to press the claim.

Seattish
steelworks
altzd

RESTRICTED working by
250 workers could close
down the British Steel Cor-
poration’s  steelworks at
Ravenscraig, Lanarkshire.

The men, members of the
Iron and Steel Trades Con-
federation, restricted normal
working in the basic oxygen
steel-making shop and slabb-
ing mill and halted steel pro-
duction at the weekend.

Their action, against the
advice of union officials, fol-
lows the rejecticn of a wage
claim.

The management has refused
to allow the departments to
operate under restricted work-
ing and has advised the men
to work normally or go home.

-and

The new deal would
give them major producti-
vity concessions and tie
workers to minimum earn-
ings increases of only
£3 10s. over the next three
years.

It was scheduled for
signing last weekend.

Delegate conferences of the
Amalgamated Society  of
Woodworkers, the Transport
and General Workers’ Union
the Building Trades
Union over the last few
weeks, however, have come
out overwhelmingly for the
rejection of the deal.

Offer

In return for clauses guaran-
teeing ‘interchangeability of
labour’, abolishing the in-
dustry’s present disputes pro-
cedure and introducing
unspecified ‘new principles
for incentive schemes’, the
employers are offering crafts-
men a basic wage of
£16 1l1s. 8d. rising to £18 2s.
in November 1971.

Labourers would get
£14 1s. 8d. rising to £15 8s.

Craftsmen’s minimum earn-
ings would be £17 1ls. 8d.
now and £20 2s. in 1971.

-

face hard ‘no strings’

By our Industrial reporter

mw*&mm.uuﬂ?-emvﬁmmuwm‘m
C.

President Nixon

Lebanon
backs down

to Arab
commandos

AFTER two weeks of clashes between Palestinian com-
mandos and Lebanese army units, a ceasefire has been
arranged by Nasser and the Lebanese army leader,

General Bustani.

According to the terms
of the agreement, the
Lebanese government, while
upholding its ‘sovereignty
and territorial integrity’,
will not hinder future guer-
rilla activities aimed at the
Israeli Zionists.

The labourers’ minimum
would be £14 8s. 8d. going up
to £17 2s.

But the employers only in-
tend these minimum figures
for those not earning bonuses.

Overtime and bonus earn-
ings would thus be calculated
according to basic rates and
not the minimum earnings
level.

At the last of the seven
woodworkers’ delegate con-
ferences, held in London last
weekend, a unanimous call for
rejection of the offer was
linked to demands for a £20
minimum plus 334 per cent
bonuses by February next
year,

Merseyside building workers
are holding a mass meeting
tomorrow week to launch a
campaign for a £20 basic wage
for 40 hours.

Hard line

Faced with shrinking order-
books and the probability of
a difficult winter the employers
seem determined to take a
hard line against such de-
mands.

Encouraged by the example
of the miners and the dustmen,
however, building workers are
certainly preparing to fight
beck.

But the lessons of last year’s
sell-out over the cost-of-living
‘penny’ must be learned.

The wunion leaders would
like to concentrate solely on
the inadequacy of the pay
offer and leave out of account
the ‘strings’ the employers
want to impose.

Such an approach would be
lughly dangerous.

Glasgow

dustmen
return

GLASGOW DUSTMEN have returned to work follow-
ing an agreement on a pay increase tied to pro-
ductivity similar to the deal negotiated by the Scottish
Commercial Motormen’s Union (SCMU) in Edinburgh

a fortnight ago.

The SCMU also led the
negotiations in Glasgow, al-
though the men on strike
were mostly General and
Municipal Workers’ Union
members, who were in oppo-
sition to the national award
agreed at the National Joint
Industrial Council.

This means increases of
approximately 33s. per week.

To be decided

The SCMU agreement
would mean a 33s. 4d. in-
crease plus 24s. productivity
bonus. SCMU are also claim-
ing a 7s. differential for
drivers.

Nickel

worl

INDUSTRY in the ad-
vanced capitalist countries
is now facing one of its
gravest raw-materials crises
since the end of the war.

Protracted strikes at the
Canadian nickel mines,
which are largely respon-
sible for world supplies of
the metal, have reduced
the flow of nickel to almost
nil and have begun to im-
peril factory production in
vital industries.

In Britain, government de-
partments, nickel suppliers
and the Confederation of
British Industry - are now
keeping in daily touch.

Nickel is a versatile alloy-
ing element and is one of the
few metals unthreatened by
substitutes. The most common
application is as an additive
to steels to increase strength
and toughness.

Nickel steel is vital in
aircraft engines and, since the
Korean war, has been in-
creasingly specified by indus-
try for its products and com-
ponents. :

CUT BACK

The prospect is that over
the coming months car manu-
facturers will start cutting
down on chromium-plated
trim, perhaps painting bumper

es.

Process plant contractors
. are considering delaying their
installation programmes; re-
fineries will have to reduce

strike causes
metal crisis

maintenance work; chemical
production is likely to be dis-

rupted.

The aircraft industry is
faced with the prospect of
re-jigging production pro-
grammes while the steel in-
dustry is already trimming
stainless and other nickel-
steel output.

Shortages of engineering

components and tools are ex-
pected to develop before long.
Already caught up in the
supply crisis are Rolls Royce,
the British Steel Corporation,
ICI, Shell, Lucas, Wilmot
Breeden, GKN, Raleigh In-
dustries, Tube Investments,
Whessoe, Babcock and Wilcox
and the list grows daily.

DRAWN-0OUT

- The long-drawn-out dis-
pute between International
Nickel Company of a
(Inco) and the United Steel-
workers of America over a
new three-year contract has
intensified an already severe
international nickel shortage.

Prices have shot up from
£986 a ton at the end of last
year to over £7,000 a ton.

Inco’s supplies to British
industry during October were
down by two-thirds.

The price of stainless steel
has soared by 40 per cent,
while some grades are impos-
sible to obtain.

Little relief is expected from
the strategic stockpile of
nickel which is kept for key
armament manufacture. .

The stockpile today stands-
at 1,396 tons as against its
normal level of around 2,000
tons.

It is wunlikely that these
official stocks will be released
unless the crisis reaches the
proportions of a ‘national
emergency’ or if a crucial ex-
port order such as the Rolls
Royce aero engines is en-
dangered.

Meanwhile industry is re-
duced to buying nickel scrap
at about £3,000 a ton or
switching to alternative pro-
ducts.

The nickel crisis again
raises the question of trade
with the Smith regime in
Rhodesia. Since UDI some
rich nickel strikes have been
made and mineral production
has exceeded the pre-UDI
figure of £32 million a year.

Although Rhodesian pro-
ducers will not be getting
£7,000 a ton, they must be
selling well over the official
price of £986 and undoubtedly

their customers are members -

of the United Nations.

So much for sanctions when
profits are at stake !

The strike of the Canadian

miners is shaking industry
throughout the capitalist
world.

The Confederation of British
Industry has appealed to the
Labour government to help
end the strike and avert a
major crisis.

Such action must be pre-
vented.

The nickel crisis reveals ‘

very sharply the power of the
proletariat as an international
force.

The miners should have the
support of workers through-
out the United States and
western Europe.

From M. Shaw

The agreement between
SCMU and Glasgow Corpora-
tion has still to be endorsed
—or otherwise—by the De-
partment of Employment and
Productivity.

Mr Alex Kitson, SCMU
general secretary, has stated
that no redundancies would
result from the productivity
agreement.

‘Should the DEP put a
freeze on this increase we
will just sit back and wait.
After all, we have nothing to
worry about. The rise is be-
ing backdated from September
29, he said.

Glasgow dustmen must con-
tinue the struggle to build a
new leadership in both the
SCMU and G&MWU which
will unite in action around the
programme of the All Trades
Unions Alliance.

Australian
Tory premier

challenged

By a political correspondent

DAVID FAIRBAIRN, Minis-
ter for National Development

in the outgoing Liberal-
Country Party cabinet under
Prime ‘Minister Gorton,

announced on Sunday that he
would contest the election for
the Party leadership.

Fairbairn had earlier made
it known that he would not
serve in a government headed
by Gorton, whom many lead-

ing Australian Tories blame
for their party’s poor showing
in the recent general elec-
tions.

The .elections for Party
leader, and therefore for
Prime Minister, are due to
take place on Friday.

It remains to be seen how
far the revolt has spread from
the ranks into e leader-
ship.

Taft-Hartley threat
in General-Electric
strike

DESPITE a court of appeal

ruling that its bargaining
methods were unfair, the
General Electric company,

the fourth largest combine
in the US, refused to back
down over its ‘take it or
leave it’ offer to the trade
unions.

The strike of its 147,000
workers is now in its second
week, and there have already
been clashes between pickets

72,000 communists in
Indonesian prisons

ACCORDING to Antara,
the Indonesian News
Agency, about 72,000 Com-
munists are still held in
detention there.

Chief of Staff General
Maraden Panggabean was
quoted by the Agency as say-
ing that all the imprisoned
Communists were arrested at
the time of the 1965 coup.

Under the military dicta-
torship which came to power
following the collapse of the
left-wing coup, at least half a
million communists were mur-
dered.

Despite these atrocities, the
Soviet bureaucracy still main-
tains diplomatic relations with
the Indonesian regime and
supplies it with military equip-
ment.

and non-union blacklegs.

Some of GE's plants are
very poorly organized and
the company claims that work
is proceeding normally in its
aerospace and computer sec-
tions.

GE managed to nullify the
adverse .court ruling by an-
nouncing that it would appeal
to the United States Supreme
Court, a move that could
postpone a final ruling for
at least months and most
likely several years.

Right now the
being fought out
picket lines.

Nixon has stated that he
will invoke the Taft-Hartley
Act if the strike threatens
the production of essential
war materials —a develop-
ment that seems quite prob-
able if there is no rapid
climb down by either the
unions or GE

battle is
on the

By s foreign correspondent

This agreement still does
not meet with the full
approval of commando lead-
ers, who in the past have
called for complete freedom
of movement throughout
Lebanon; something the pre-
sent pro-imperialist govern-
ment is not willing to con-
cede.

Shaken

The Lebanese government is
clearly shaken by recent pro-
commando demonstrations
and makes these concessions
now to buy some degree of
stability.

The Arab national struggle
has undoubtedly forced the
government and army to re-
treat, but new betrayals and
treachery are undoubtedly in
store.

Ixon warns of

massiv
aid cut

By Robert Black

LAST WEEK'S speech by Nixon on the
subject of overseas aid indicated the real depth
of the crisis in the US economy.

Kennedy’s ‘Alliance for
Progress’ is now in ruins.

‘I offer no grandiose
promises and no panaceas’,
Nixon declared. ‘For years
in the United States we
have pursued the illusion
that we could remake con-
tinents . . . but experience
has taught us that is not
so.’

Neither did Nixon make
any concrete offers of aid.

Instead he warned the ruling
classes of Latin America that
they were now on their own:

TRADITIONS

‘We have learnt that eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment is not the product of
one nation, but 'something
profoundly rooted in the tra-
ditions of each country.’

The US ruling class does
not lightly make such deci-
sions.

Much of its wealth is con-
centrated in Latin American
regimes dependent on US
military and economic ‘aid’
for survival.

But as in the case of Viet-
nam, the sheer depth of the
crisis in the US economy,
with inflation eating away at
profit rates and the value of
the dollar, forges Nixon to
consider a change of tactics.

Recent strikes in Argentina
and unrest in several other
states have underlined the
highly unstable ‘nature of
nearly all the Latin American
regimes.

The sharpening of the class
struggle in the United States
will help to create the condi-
tions for building revolution-
ary parties in all the coun-
tries dominated by US im-
perialism.

Young Socialists

GRAND XMAS
BAZAAR
Saturday, Nov. 29

Canning Town Public Hall

doors open 12 noon
Can you sew? knit? paint?
make something for our Bazaar?
give something towards our bazaar ?
Have you a tin of grocery? jumble?
Help us make this.the best bazaar ever held !
Help us raise the money for our daily paper—
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Firemen

® FROM PAGE ONE

mittee, commented that ‘the
London men’s grievance has
not yet been settled’ and
warned that action might be
taken in the future.

The deal is estimated to
give London men £4 10s. ex-
tra a week and provincial
firemen £3 10s., increase of
some 10 per cent.

Basic rates, however, are
up only 44 per cent—the
rest being made up by the
payment at premium rates of
two hours of the men’s 48-
hour week and of the extra
eight-hour ‘bonus’ shift.

This does not meet the re-
quirements of the London
men, who want a two-hour
reduction in their week.

Westinghouse moves to
invest in France

Workers’ Press correspondent

WESTINGHOUSE have now
joined Ford in the scramble
to take advantage of the new
French government’s change

Luton stewards

@ FROM PAGE ONE

West Cheshire district com-

mittee about a disciplinary
memorandum circulating in
the plant.

They see this as yet another
move to force acceptance of
the productivity deal.

DIRECT ATTACK

Mr David Hegland, Vaux-
hall’s £65,000-a-year US chair-
man, has also opened up a
direct attack—claiming that
‘a handful of Northerners, in-
cluding Communists, Trotsky-
ites and leftists’ are prevent-
ing men from returning to

work  (‘Sunday
November 2).

‘His lieutenants’, the ‘Sun-
day  Telegraph’ reported,
‘were all too anxious to name
them.’

Stewards are rightly con-
temptuous of the tactics being
gm;;loyed to push through the

ea

Telegraph’,

They are also 'extremely
amused by claims that the
company’s profit-sharing
bonus, which may now be

lost, has paid out an average
of £6 to £20.
One steward told the

Workers Press recently that
he had never received more
than £2 to £3.

of policy towards US invest-
ment in France.

Westinghouse’s 20 million
dollar Ervropean investment
programme hinges largely on
the success of its negotiations
with the French government
over its purchase of the
£60 million electrical firm
Jeaumont-Schneider.

Clinched soon

Latest reports on the talks
indicate that the deal could
be clinched before the end of
the year.

Other firms on Westing-
house’s shopping-list include
the Belgian firm ACEC.

This latest deal will equip
Westinghouse to take on its
main rivals in Europe, who
include not only another US
firm, General Electric (cur-
rently hit by a national strike)
but the Weinstock GEC-EE-
AEI combine and the new

West German giant created
by the merger of AEG and
Siemens.

In this war of the super-
giants, only the most ruthless
and massive can hope to
survive,

Solve nothing

These vast concentrations of
economic power and wealth
solve none of the basic prob-
lems of capitalism.

The big international mono-
polies now wage an inter-

national war against the work- -

ing class.
We have to develop an

international leadership and
strategy to fight back.
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Panic in
Saigon
over U.S.
split

THE SPLIT in the US
ruling class over Vietnam
continues to create panic
in the ranks of the Saigon
regime.

The new strategy of ‘Viet-
namization’ which, it is
intended, will replace the US
war effort, has created a rift
within ruling circles around
President Thieu.

As leader of the puppet
regime, Thieu has proposed
an ‘austerity’ plan, involving
a check on government and
army corruption.

Those most deeply involved
in the * numerous rackets
based upon the flood of US
military ‘aid’ are now anxious
that Thieu’s anti-corruption
drive, designed to whip up
popular support for the
regime as the US troops de-
part, does not undermine
their own positions of wealth
and power.

Panic buying

It was also reported over
the weekend that panic-
buying has begun in Saigon.

One daily paper reported
rumours of an impending
coup and was promptly sus-
pended from publication.

The rumour originated

m a proposal by Tran Van

on, engineer- of the 1963
coug which overthrew Ngo
Dinh Diem, that a ‘Third
Force’ government should
take power after the de-
parture of the US troops.

NLF. delegation
in Moscow

THE HEAD of the South
Vietnam National Liberation
Front, Nguyen . Huu Tho,
arrived in - Moscow on Mon-
day for extensive talks with
the Soviet government.

The NLF delegation is.ex-
pected to stay in the Soviet
Union for at least two weeks.

Important issues are ob-
viously being discussed, though
official reports have not yet
indicated the object of the
visit.
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