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Mersey checkers’ suspension leads to

Dockers’strike
on‘black’glass

A MASS meeting of 1,000 Birkenhead dockers
yesterday voted almost unanimously to strike
after four checkers on the Victoria dock were
‘cleared out’ (sacked from their job) when they

Whar

we
think

Stalinism
and
Palestine

IT 1S HIGH TIME every ten-
dency in the workers’ moveé-
ment declared its position
on the betrayal of the
Palestinians.

Ever since the creation of the
Israeli Zionist state in 1948,
there has been a conspiracy
between Stalinism, imperial-
ism, the Zionists and the
Arab ruling classes to pre-
vent the Palestinians from
returning to their home-
land.

Driven out of Palestine by
terrorist gangs, armed with
weapons supplied by US
imperialism and the Czech
Stalinists, the Arab refugees
have never reconciled them-

selves to Zionist domin-
ation of the Middle East.
Stalinism and  imperialism

have a long record of col-
laboration in the Middle
East against the Arab revo-
lution. In 1948, the Soviet
United Nations delegate
voted with the United
States for the creation of
the racialist imperialist out-
post known as Israel.

In 1956, when the Nasser
governmeént was preparing
to nationalize the Suez

- canal, the Kremlin con-
sidered supporting the im-
perialist plan to ‘inter-
nationalize’ it.

And since the ‘June war’ of
1967, the Soviet bureau-
cracy insisted with every
Arab leader that a ‘political’
as opposed to a military
solution must be adopted.

In other words, the Zionist
state must remain intact.

Nasser's acceptance of the so-
called ‘US peace initiative’
after two weeks of discus-
sion, with Soviet leaders in
Moscow is the logical out-
come of this conspiracy
against Palestine and the
Arab revolution.

The next step—one that is
already under way—is to
suppress the Paléstinian
guerrilla movement, which
in its vast majority refuses
to accept the deal.

The success of the Rogers
plan depends wupon the
crushing of the Palestinian
liberation movement.

Everything from bribes and
intimidation to armed force
will be used to break their
fighting spirit and render
Palestine safe for the Zion-
ists and imperialism. Even
as Israel steps up its bomb-
ing raids on guerrilla posi-
tions along the River Jor-
dan, King Hussein is re-
calling his most right-wing
officers from éxile and mobi-
lizing crack units in the
guerrilla-dominated areas.

The statement earlier this
week by Palestinian guer-
rilla leader Yassir Arafat
must be seen in this con-
text.

Addressing a graduation cere-
mony of Al Fatah guerrillas
in Amman, Arafat pledged
his movemeént to resist any
sell-out of the Palestinians:

‘We are confident that the
peaceful solution will not
pass, thanks to our guns.
There are serious plots, all
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refused to take

part in loading

a

cai'go of Pilkington Fibreglass.

The strike spread to the Liverpool side of
the Mersey yesterday afternoon and brought a
total of 16 ships to a standstill by tea-time.

The dockers last week
decided to ‘black’ Pilking-
ton's goods until the 600
men sacked at the com-
pany’s St Helens glass
plant ten days ago achieve
full reinstatement.

The district committee of
the Transport and General
Workers’ Union voted at its
last meeting to support the
ban on handiing Piikingtonr
products.

Shop stewards in six major

ports decided on Saturday to

support the ban. They lobbied
Transport Union chief Jack
Jones yesterday.

Dockers in Preston are also
operating the ‘black’ and the
Pilkington men have received
support from building sites
and industrial plants on Mer-
seyside.

The glass workers were!
sacked after they had taken
part in a three-day token
stoppage for the right to be
represented by the break-
away Glass and Geperal
Workers’ Union.

Collaborate

The breakaway union was
formed after the seven-week
strike earlier this year, in
which the company-recognized
General and Municipal Wor-
kers’ Union repeatedly tried
to get an immediate return to
work. '

Mersey dock employers —
made more confident by the
dock - union chiefs’ acceptance
of the Pearson Report on the
docks — are plainly taking a
leaf out of Pilkington's book
when they suspend workers
for upholding basic trade
union rights.

Yesterday’s solidarity action
is in the best traditions of the
Mersey dockers, who were in
the forefront of the fight
against the Labour govern-
ment’s anti-trade union laws
and were the first to take in-

dustrial action against the
Vietnam War.
Iron fist

The locked-out Pilkington
workers have appealed for
support to dockers, building
and motor workers all over
the country. They have been
singled out by their employer,
who has full Tory government
backing, for the iron fist treat-
ment.

Though they are not on
strike and have officially, ac-

Excluded again

THE PRICES and Incomes
Board yesterday refused to
provide Workers Press with
an advance copy of the PIB
report on the gas industry,
today. A press
officer informed us that copies
would only be _supplied to
members of the Labour and
Industrial Correspondents’
Group.

All Trades Unions
Alliance Conference

MINERS

Sunday, September 6
Danum Hotel
High St
DONCASTER

BY JOHN SPENCER

cording to Pilkington’s, been
sacked, the locked-out men
have been refused bénefit
both from the employment
exchanges and the Ministry of
Social Security, which will
pay benefit only to their wives
and children.

The Pilkington lock-out has
all the hall-marks of a planned

anpd cynical Tory attack on

trade union rights. It must not
be allowed to go unchecked.
Lord Pilkington and the
Tories can and must be de-
feated by determined solidar-
ity action on the part of all
other sections of workers.

-We call on all workers,
particularly in the motor and
aircraft industries, to emulate
the example of the Mersey
dockers and to do so until
every one of the sacked 600
workers is reinstated with full
rights.

i
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Nationalized industries

fory ‘Smash

and grah’

WORKERS in the nationalized industries must
prepare to meet a two-pronged attack from the
Tories on wages conditions and employment.

Because of the central-

ized administration of
these industries and their
financial dependence on

the Treasury the Tories
have deliberately picked
on them as an ‘anti-
inflationary’ bridgehead

Waste-heaps lying near Pilkington’s St Helens sheet-glass plant

FOR FURTHER DETAILS

WRITE TO: T. PARSONS,
61 DERWENT DRIVE,
FERRY FRYSTON, NR
CASTLEFORD, YORKSHIRE.
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More right-wing
pressures in

SENATOR Charles McCul-
lough, until now a right-wing
member of the Ulster Unionist
Party, last Sunday announced
his resignation from the Party
whip.

‘My self-respect does not
allow me to take part any
longér in the charade that is
the Unionist Party’, he said.
‘Only a new government can
save us from the abyss.’

McCullough is only speak-
ing for the most impatient
section of the Unionist ruling
majority, whipped up over the
last weeks by the right-wing
ex-Minister William Craig.

Craig and his supporters are
pressing for the resignation of
Prime Minister Chichester-
Clark, the ditching of the
promised civil rights reforms
and the building up of an ex-
treme right-wing Protestant
armed guard—from the most
reactionary elements in the
middle class in the first place
—to discipline the working
class in the name of ‘law and
order’.

Brian Faulkner, Clark's Min-
ister of Economic Develop-
ment, is now being touted as
a possible alternative candidate

to Craig. This would of course

be entirely acceptable to the
extreme - right, for Faulkner
accepts all their basic posi-
tions.

The talk of intervention
and direct rule from West-
minster by Maudling is in-
tended to give the impression
that the Unionists are not go-
ing to be allowed'to get away
with their attacks on the
working class, when in fact the
British government and its
troops are the main strength
behind the Unionists, and
the Tories are hell-bent on
identical attacks in Britain.

In this context, it is neces-
sary to warn against the dan-
gers represented by the talk
about a so-called ‘united oppo-

sition” to the Unionists in
Northern Ireland.
Gerard Fitt, MP at both

Westminster and Stormont,
said on Monday that he had
been approached to take the
leadership of this opposition.

This ‘united opposition” will

Ulster

BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER

include liberals and ‘civil
rights’ leaders like Hume and
Cooper, notoriously opposed
to the independent action and
policy of the working class.

Fitt was quite explicit that
this parliamentary move is in-
tended to put an end to a
situation where: ‘His col-
leagues on the opposition
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Dttermill
redundancy
threat

THE 175 strikers at Ottermill
Switchgear in Devon yester-
day heard the bitter news
from their shop stewards that
the management had only
offered -in talks on Monday to
take back 50 men.

The strikers called off their
picket last Wednesday pend-
ing talks on redundancies.

Union officials are to meet
the management again to-
morrow and will report back
to another mass meeting on
. Friday.

The management has now
taken on a scab labour force
nearly equal to the number of
strikers outside.

N.E. strikers
sacked

SEVENTY sheet metal
workers on strike at the Team
Valley plant of Thorn Elec-
trical’s heating division in the
North-East have been dis-
missed by the management.

BY MICHAEL BANDA

which would serve as a
basis for a concerted

New MDW drive ahead as

B-Leyland
divisions
1o merge

BRITISH-LEYLAND Motors

yesterday an-

nounced a merger between its Austin-Morris and
Pressed-Steel Fisher divisions, forming what the
company claims is the largest manufacturing unit

in Britain.

assault on the workers in
the private sector.

This was the objective of
Mr Robert Carr’s consulta-
tions with the Confederation
of British Industry and the
heads of the nationalized
industries, in particular with
Lord Robens.

His plan of attack is now
supplemented with the find-
ings of the Prices and Incomes
Board report on the coal
industry; a report which has
found enthusiastic support in
the government and clearly
outlines official thinking on
prices and wages in these
industries.

Not surprisingly the
opinions of the PIB tally with
those of -the private sector
which is to pare wage in-
creases down to an irreducible
minimum while allowing price
increases to gallop ahead of
wages. ‘

Seriously concerned by de-
clining productivity in the
coal industry in 1969 and
1970 and the growing com-
petition of other fuels the
Tories, through the PIB, are
calling for sweéeping changes
in the industry which will
inevitably increase speed-up,

£1000 August
Appeal Fund
stands at
~ E219 17s Gd

YESTERDAY’S post only
brought us £30 15s 0d,
which gives us a total of
£215 17s 6d. We still need
to raise £784 2s 6d by
August 31.

With less than two weeks
to go, the fund is danger-
ously low. We know yom
will not let us down. Help
us pull this figure around
by stepping up the campaign
in all areas now.

In the near future we
will be announcing pew
developments for the paper
-—— 50 send your donations
immediately to:

Workers Press,
Appeal Fund,

186a Clapham High Street,
London, SW4,

The merger will affect
85,000 workers: 56,000 in the
11 Austin-Morris plants and
29,000 in the six PSF factories.

Leyland makes no bones
about the purpose of the
merger: the aim, they say, is
‘to achieve higher productivity
and lower costs’.

At present, British-Leyland
claims to produce only £5,000-
worth of products per worker
each year, compared with their
continental rivals, who wring
£8,000-worth out of each
worker every year.

CLOSURES

Considerable rationalization
is expected as a result of the
merger. Company spokesmen
would not enlarge on the
scope of planned factory
closures  yesterday, simply
stating that progress should
result in a smaller number of
larger and more modern fac-
tories.

Leyland’s  laid
stress on the fact that ‘the
main consideration in the
merger is production con-
siderations and not geography’
—a formula which could put
a number of plants in the
new group under sentence of
death.
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ominous

throw thousands more miners
on the scrap-heap and con-
siderably increase the price of
coking coal.

This is the answer of the
NCB and the government to
the miners’ wage demand and
any miners’ leader who ignores
the Tories’ plans is courting
disaster.

The mouthpiece of big
business, the ‘Financial Times'
(August- 18) was very explicit
when it editorialized that ‘the
compromise, marked out by
the PIB report on coal prices,
satisfies the late Mr Macleod's
requirements of “severe
scrutiny” and ostentatiously
rules out a “no-surrender’
sign in advance of the coming
wage negotiations.

‘But there is no question of
bolting the stable door after
the horse has bolted.

‘The main issue will now
be fought on the wages
front . . . one problem is
to make sure that the
nationalized boards do not
cave in themselves at an
early stage.” (Qur emphasis.)

® PAGE FOUR COL. 5 —

Indian land seizure
stunt attacked

THE Communist Party of India (Marxist) has attacked
the ‘land occupation’ movement led by its pro-Moscow

rivals as ‘a farce’.

- Trade war—back to

THE STRONG SMELL of
international trade war is
now a source of extreme
concern in the United
States and W Europe.

Despite the plaintive pleas
from every imperialist capital,
the development of recession
and the frantic attempts of
the US government to solve
its balance-of-payments crisis
are increasingly giving rise to
strong protectionist moves on
both sides of the Atlantic,

Congressman Hale Boggs,
chairman of the trade policy
sub-committee of the US Con-
gress Joint Economic Com-
mittee, is now in the midst of
a whistle-stop tour of Com-
mon Market countries and
Japan warning of the danger

‘of a disastrous trade war be-
‘tween Europe,

the United
States and Japan, if such
moves are not halted.

Speaking in London on
Monday, Boggs said that there
were growing fears that an
enlarged EEC resulting from
Britain’s entry would become
increasingly inward-looking in
response to its existing in-
ternal problems,

However, European govern-
ments are regarding recent US
economic moves with some
trepidation.

In a meeting with Boggs,
Tory President of the Board

anarchy

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

of Trade Michael Noble ex-
pressed ‘grave concern’ about
the implications of the new
US Trade Bill.

Power

The Bill has emerged from
the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, on which Boggs is the
senior Democrat member, and
includes provisions to impose
quota restrictions on a wide
range of imported goods.

It also gives the President
power to cut back imports to
the average value for 1967-
1969 on any commodity where
imports made up 15 per cent
of the US market.

This follows the complete
failure of the talks last month
between US and Japanese
officials on voluntary control
of non-cotton textile exports
from Japan.

While Boggs pleads with his
‘allies’ to shoulder the burden
of the US crisis, the latest
figures indicate that unemploy-
ment in the States will con-
tinue to rise as stagnation sets
in.

In the second quarter of
this year, the gap between

potential output and actual
production has widened to
$30,600m.

This has been the result of
Nixon's drive to stop inflation
by clamping a financial strait-
jacket on industry in an
attempt to force down prices
and stiffen the employers’ re-
solve to resist wage increases.

As in Britain, unemploy-
ment is the big stick and the
‘production gap’ will probably
rise to $50,000m in a year's
time with unemployment
rising well over the present
five-per-cent level.

The task remains in the US
and in Europe to defeat the
working class which is on the
wages offensive. The US gov-
ernment is now facing the
possibility of a long strike by
motor workers, which will
‘aggravate the crisis.

War on

While European govern-
ments may sympathize with
Nixon’s dilemma and are well
aware of the
repercussions of a US eco-
nomic crash for world capital-
ism, behind them stand their
own working classes, strug-
gling for higher wages.

Congressman Boggs' tour of
the ‘allies’ will yield little.
The trade war is on and “the
economic clock cannot be
turned back.

international .

The Party’s leader, A. K.
Gopalan, said the move-
ment was a publicity stunt

on completely reformist

lines:

‘The whole movement is a
civil disobedience gesture—the
courting of mass arrest for a
symbolic cause — utterly
exposing the revisionist pre-
tention to revolutionary

politics.”

The leaders of the move-
ment, said Gopalan, warned
the police when and where
they were coming by giving
full details of the operation to
the press.

In most cases, the ‘occupied
land” — occupied not by poor
peasants but by party officials
— is reclaimed by the old
owners as soon as the police
make . their arrests or the
organizers depart.

Gopalan’s attacks on the
pro-Moscow Stalinists are also
however a cover for his own
refusal to defend the genuine,
if adventurist, ‘Naxalite’ land
seizure movement led by
Maoists, which has now spread
from Naxalbari in W Bengal
to many other land-hungry
regions of India.

This movement has been

bitterly persecuted by the
Gandhi government, and
Gopalan’s party has done

| little or nothing to defend it.

‘Trotsky Memorial Lectures
- Monday, 14 September

‘Trotsky’s struggle against Stalinism’

Monday, 21 September

‘Trotsky’s fight against revisionism’
BEAVER HALL
GARLICK HILL

Near Mansion House tube

Starts 8 p.m.

Admission 2s

Both lectures given by G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)

1970: Thirty years
since Trotsky’s
assassination

SOGIALIST
LABOUR
LEAGUE

- Memarial
Meeting
ACTON

TOWN HALL
High St, Acton -

August 23
Sunday

Starts 3 p.m.
Admission 2s

Speakers:
G. HEALY (SLL national |
Secretary), M. BANDA
(Editor Workers Press),
A. JENNINGS (Editor |
Keep Left).

Chairman:

C. SLAUGHTER
Central Committee).

(SLL |

ALSO: The first public showing of the latest
Young Socialists’ film—‘Youth in Action in
the Year of Lenin and Trotsky’.
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Mersey checkers’ suspension leads to

Dockers’strike

on‘black’glass

A MASS meeting of 1,000 Birkenhead dockers
yesterday voted almost unanimously to strike
after four checkers on the Victoria dock were
‘cleared out’ (sacked from their job) when they

Stalinism
an

IT IS HIGH TIME every ten-
dency in the workers’ move-
ment declared its position
on the betrayal of the
Palestinians.

Ever since the creation of the
Israeli Zionist state in 1948,
there has been a conspiracy
between Stalinism, imperial-
ism, the Zionists and the
Arab ruling classes to pre-
vent the Palestinians from
returning to their home-
land.

Driven out of Palestine by
terrorist gangs, armed with
weapons supplied by US
imperialism and the Czech
Stalinists, the Arab refugees
have never reconciled them-
selves to Zionist domin-
ation of the Middle East.

Stalinism and  imperialism

have a long record of col-

laboration in the Middle

East against the Arab revo-

lution. In 1948, the Soviét

United Nations delegate

voted with the United

States for the creation of

the racialist imperialist out-

post known as Israel.
1956, when the Nasser

governmént was preparing

to nationalize the Suez

- canal, the Kremlin con-
sidered supporting the im-
perialist plan to ‘inter-
nationalize’ it.

And since the ‘June war’ of
1967, the Soviet bureau-
cracy insisted with every
Arab leader that a ‘political’
as opposed to a military
solution must be adopted.

In other words, the Zionist
state must remain intact.

Nasser’s acceptance of the so-
called ‘US peace initiative’
after two weeks of discus-
sion, with Soviet leaders in
Moscow is the logical out-
come of this conspiracy
against Palestine and the
Arab revolution.

The next step—one that is
already under way —is to
suppress the Palestinian
guerrilla movement, which
in its vast majority refuses
to accept the deal.

The success of the Rogers
plan depends upon the
crushing of the Palestinian
liberation movement.

Everything from bribes and
intimidation to armed force
will be used to break their
fighting spirit and render
Palestine safe for the Zion-
ists and impeérialism. Even
as Israel steps up its bomb-
ing raids on guerrilla posi-
tions along the River Jor-
dan, King Hussein is re-
calling his most right-wing
officers from éxile and mobi-
lizing crack units in the
guerrilla-dominated areas.

The statement earlier this
week by Palestinian guer-
rilla leader Yassir Arafat
must be seen in this con-
text.

Addressing a graduation cere-
mony of Al Fatah guerrillas
in Amman, Arafat pledged
his movemeént to resist any
sell-out of the Palestinians:

‘We are confident that the
peaceful solution will not
g_a}llss, thanks to our guns.

ere are serious plots, all
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refused to take

part in loading a

cai'go of Pilkington Fibreglass.

The strike spread to the Liverpool side of
the Mersey yesterday afternoon and brought a
total of 16 ships to a standstill by tea-time.

The dockers last week
decided to ‘black’ Pilking-
ton’s goods until the 600
men sacked at the com-
pany’s St Helens glass
plant ten days ago achieve
full reinstatement.

The district committee of
the' Transport and General
Workers’ Union voted at its
last meeting to support the
ban on handiing “Pilkingtoft
products. .

Shop stewards in six major
ports decided on Saturday to
support the ban. They lobbied
Transport Union chief Jack
Jones yesterday.

Dockers in Preston are also
operating the ‘black’ and the
Pilkington men have received
support from building sites
and industrial plants on Mer-
seyside.

The glass workers were!
sacked after they had taken
part in a three-day token
stoppage for the right to be
represented by the break-
away Glass and General
Workers’ Union.

Collaborate

The breakaway union was
formed after the seven-week
strike earlier this year, in
which the company-recognized
General and Municipal Wor-
kers’ Union repeatedly tried
to get an immediate return to
work.

Mersey dock employers —
made more confident by the
dock- union chiefs’ acceptance
of the Pearson Report on the
docks — are plainly taking a
leaf out of Pilkington's book
when they suspend workers
for upholding basic trade
union rights.

Yesterday’s solidarity action
is in the best traditions of the
Mersey dockers, who were in
the forefront of the fight
against the Labour govern-
ment’s anti-trade union laws
and were the first to take in-
dustrial action against the
Vietnam War.

Iron fist

The locked-out Pilkington
workers have appealéed for
support to dockers, building
and motor workers all over
the country. They have been
singled out by their employer,
who has full Tory government
backing, for the iron fist treat-
ment.

Though they are not on
strike and have officially, ac-

Excluded again

THE PRICES and Incomes
Board yesterday refused to
provide Workers Press with
an advance copy of the PIB
report on the gas industry,
today. A press
officer informed us that copies
would only be .supplied to
members of the Labour and
Industrial Correspondents’
Group.

All Trades Unions
Alliance -Conference

MINERS

Sunday, September 6

Danum Hotel
High St
DONCASTER

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
WRITE TO: T. PARSONS,
61 DERWENT DRIVE,
FERRY FRYSTON, NR
CASTLEFORD, YORKSHIRE.
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BY JOHN SPENCER

cording to Pilkington’s, been
sacked, the locked-out men
have been refused bénefit
both from the employment
exchanges and the Ministry of
Social Security, which will
pay benefit only to their wives
and children.

The Pilkington lock-out has
all the hall-marks of a planned
and cynical Tory attack on,
trtade union rights. It must not
be allowed to go unchecked.

Lord Pilkington and the
Tories can and must be de-
feated by determined solidar-
ity action on the part of all
other sections of workers.

We call on all workers,
particularly in the motor and
aircraft industries, to emulate
the example of the Mersey
dockers and to do so until
every one of the sacked 600
workers is reinstated with full
rights.

Waste-heaps lying near Pilkington’s St Helens sheet-glass plant

234 @ WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1970

v

" The daily organ of

Central Committee of tf
Socialist Labour. League

Nationalized industries

Because of the central-
ized administration of
these industries and their
financial dependence on
the Treasury the Tories
have deliberately picked
on them as an ‘anti-
inflationary’  bridgehead

SENATOR Charles McCul-
lough, until now a right-wing
member of the Ulster Unionist
Party, last Sunday announced
his resignation from the Party
whip.

‘My self-respect does not
allow me to take part any
longér in the charade that is
the Unionist Party’, he said.
‘Only a new government can
save us from the abyss.’

McCullough is only speak-
ing for the most impatient
section of the Unionist ruling
majority, whipped up over the
last weeks by the right-wing
ex-Minister William Craig.

Craig and his supporters are
pressing for the resignation of
Prime Minister Chichester-
Clark, the ditching of the
promised civil rights reforms
and the building up of an ex-
treme right-wing Protestant
armed guard—from the most
reactionary elements in the
middle class in the first place
—to discipline the working
class in the name of ‘law and
order’.

Brian Faulkner, Clark's Min-
ister of Economic Develop-
ment, is now being touted as
a possible alternative candidate

be entirely acceptable to the
extreme right, for Faulkner
accepts all their basic posi-
tions.

The talk of intervention
and direct rule from West-'
minster by Maudling is in-
tended to give the impression
that the Unionists are not go-
ing to be allowed*to get away
with their attacks on the
working class, when in fact the
British government and its
troops are the main strength
behind the Unionists, and
the Tories are hell-bent on
identical attacks in Britain.

In this context, it is neces-
sary to warn against the dan-
gers represented by the talk
about a so-called ‘united oppo-
sition’ to the Unionists in
Northern Ireland.

Gerard Fitt, MP at both
Westminster and Stormont,
said on Monday that he had
been approached to take the

leadership of this opposition.
This ‘united opposition’ will

More right-wing
pressures in

Ulster

BY CLIFF SLAUGHTER

include liberals and ‘civil
rights’ leaders like Hume and
Cooper, notoriously opposed
to the independent action and
policy of the working class.

Fitt was quite explicit that
this parliamentary move is in-
tended to put an end to a
situation where: °‘His col-
leagues on the opposition
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Dttermill
redundancy
threat

THE 175 strikers at Ottermill
Switchgear in Devon yester-
day heard the bitter news
from their shop stewards that
the management had only
offered -in talks on Monday to
take back 50 men.

The strikers called off their
picket last Wednesday pend-
ing talks on redundancies.

Union officials are to meet
the management again to-
morrow and will report back
to another mass meeting on
Friday.

The management has now
taken on a scab labour force
nearly equal to the number of
strikers outside.

N.E. strikers
'sacked

SEVENTY sheet metal
workers on strike at the Team
Valley plant of Thorn Elec-
trical’s heating division in the
North-East have been dis-
missed by the management.

Tory 'smash
and grab’

WORKERS in the nationalized industries must
prepare to meet a two-pronged attack from the
Tories on wages conditions and employment.

BY MICHAEL BANDA

which would servé as a
basis for a concerted
assault on the workers in
the private sector.

This was the objective of
Mr Robert Carr’s consulta-
tions with the Confederation
of British Industry and the
heads of the nationalized
industries, in particular with
Lord Robens.

His plan of attack is now
supplemented with the find-
ings of the Prices and Incomes
Board report on the coal
industry; a report which has
found enthusiastic support in
the government and clearly
outlines official thinking on
prices and wages in these
industries.

Not surprisingly the
opinions of the PIB tally with
thqse of 'the private sector
which is to pare wage in-
creases down to an irreducible
minimum while allowing price
increases to gallop ahead of
wages. :

Seriously concerned by de-
clining productivity in the
coal industry in 1969 and
1970 and the growing com-
petition of other fuels the
Tories, through the PIB, are
calling for sweeping changes
in the industry which will
inevitably increase speed-up,
throw thousands more miners
on the scrap-heap and con-
siderably increase the price of
coking coal.

This is the answer of the
NCB and the government to
the miners’ wage demand and
any miners’ leader who ignores
the Tories’ plans is courting
disaster.

The mouthpiece of big
business, the ‘Financial Times’
(August 18) was very explicit
when it editorialized that ‘the
compromise, marked out by
the PIB report on coal prices,
satisfies the late Mr Macleod’s
requirements of “severe
scrutiny” and ostentatiously
rules out a “no-surrender”
sign in advance of the coming
wage negotiations.

‘But there is no question of
bolting the stable door after
the horse has bolted.

‘The main issue will now

be fought on the wages
front . . . one problem is
to make sure that the
nationalized boards do not
cave in themselves at an
early stage.” (Our emphasis.)
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B-Leyland
divisions
1o merge

BRITISH-LEYLAND

Motors yesterday ~an-

nounced a merger between its Austin-Morris and
Pressed-Steel Fisher divisions, forming what the
company claims is the largest manufacturing unit

in Britain.

The merger will affect

£1000 August
Appeal Fund
stands at
~ E219 17s Gd

YESTERDAY'’S post only
brought us £30 15s 0d,
which gives us a total of
£215 17s 6d. We still need
to raise £784 2s 6d by
August 31.

With less than two weeks
to go, the fund is danger-
ously low. We know you
will not let us down. Help
us pull this figure around
by stepping up the campaign
in all areas now.

In the near future we
will be announcing new
developments for the paper
-—s0 send your donations
immediately to:

Workers Press,
Appeal Fund,
186a Clapham High Street,
. London, SW4.

85,000 workers: 56,000 in the
11 Austin-Morris plants and
29,000 in the six PSF factories.

Leyland makes no bones
about the purpose of the
merger: the aim, they say, is
‘to achieve higher productivity
and lower costs’.

At present, British-Leyland
claims to produce only £5,000-
worth of products per worker
each year, compared with their
continental rivals, who wring
£8,000-worth out of each
worker every year.

CLOSURES

Considerable rationalization
is expected as a result of the
merger. Company spokesmen
would not enlarge on the
scope of planned factory
closures yesterday, simply
stating that progress should
result in a smaller number of
larger and more modern fac-
tories.

Leyland’s laid ominous
stress on the fact that ‘the
main consideration in the
merger is production con-
siderations and not geography’
—a formula which could put
a number of plants in the
new group under sentence of
death.

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 1

Indian land seizure
stunt attacked

THE Communist Party of India (Marxist) has attacked
the ‘land occupation’ movement led by its pro-Moscow

rivals as ‘a farce’.

to Craig. This would of course

Trade war—back to

THE STRONG SMELL of
international trade war is
now a source of extreme
concern in the United
States and W Europe.

Despite the plaintive pleas
from every imperialist capital,
the development of recession
and the frantic attempts of
the US government to solve
its balance-of-payments crisis
are increasingly giving rise to
strong protectionist moves on
both sides of the Atlantic.

Congressman Hale Boggs,
chairman of the trade policy
sub-committee of the US Con-
gress Joint Economic Com-
mittee, is now in the midst of
a whistle-stop tour of Com-
mon Market countries and
Japan warning of the danger

-of a disastrous trade war be-

United
if such

tween Europe, the
States and Japan,
moves are not halted.

Speaking in London on
Monday, Boggs said that there
were growing fears that an
enlarged EEC resulting from
Britain’s entry would become
increasingly inward-looking in
response to its existing in-
ternal problems.

However, European govern-
ments are regarding recent . US
economic moves with some
trepidation.

In a meeting with Boggs,
Tory President of the Board

anarchy

BY A
CORRESPONDENT

of Trade Michael Noble ex-
pressed ‘grave concern’ about
the implications of the new
US Trade Bill.

Power

The Bill has emerged from
the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, on which Boggs is the
senior Democrat member, and
includes provisions to impose
quota restrictions on a wide
range of imported goods.

It also gives the President
power to cut back impeorts to
the average value for 1967-
1969 on any commodity where
imports made up 15 per cent
of the US market.

This follows the complete
failure of the talks last month
between US and Japanese
officials on voluntary control
of non-cotton textile exports
from Japan.

While Boggs pleads with his
‘allies’ to shoulder the burden
of the US crisis, the latest
figures indicate that unemploy-
ment in the States will con-
tinue to rise as stagnation sets
in.

In the second quarter of
this year, the gap between

potential output and actual
production has widened to
$30,600m.

This has been the result of
Nixon’s drive to stop inflation
by clamping a financial strait-
jacket on industry in an
attempt to force down prices
and stiffen the employers’ re-
solve to resist wage increases.

As in Britain, unemploy-
ment is the big stick and the
‘production gap’ will probably
rise to $50,000m in a year’s
time with unemployment
rising well over the present
five-per-cent level.

The task remains in the US
and in Europe to defeat the
working class which is on the
wages offensive. The US gov-
ernment is now facing the
possibility of a long strike by
motor workers, which will
‘aggravate the crisis.

War on

While European govern-
ments may sympathize with
Nixon’s dilemma and are well
aware of the
repercussions of a US eco-
nomic crash for world capital-
ism, behind them stand their
own working classes, strug-
gling for higher wages.

Congressman Boggs’ tour of
the ‘allies’ will yield little.
The trade war is on and>the
economic clock cannot be
turned back.

international |

The Party’s leader, A. K.
Gopalan, said the move-
ment was a publicity stunt
on completely reformist
lines:

‘The whole movement is a
civil disobedience gesture—the
courting of mass arrest for a
symbolic cause — utterly
exposing the revisionist pre-
tention to revolutionary
politics.”

The leaders of the move-
ment, said Gopalan, warned
the police when and where
they were coming by giving
full details of the operation to
the press.

In most cases, the ‘occupied
land’ — occupied not by poor
peasants but by party officials
— is reclaimed by the old
owners as soon as the police
make . their arrests or the
organizers depart.

Gopalan’s attacks on the
pro-Moscow Stalinists are also
however a cover for his own
refusal to defend the genuine,
if adventurist, ‘Naxalite’ land
seizure movement led by
Maoists, which has now spread
from Naxalbari in W Bengal
to many other land-hungry
regions of India.

This movement has been

bitterly persecuted by the
Gandhi government, and
Gopalan’s party has done

| little or nothing to defend it.

- Trotsky Memorial Lectures
Monday, 14 September

‘Trotsky’s struggle against Stalinism’

Monday, 21 September

. ‘Trotsky’s fight against revisionism’
BEAVEB HALL
GARLICK HILL

Near Mansion House tube

Starts 8 p.m.

Admission 2s

Both lectures given by G. HEALY (SLL national secretary)

1970: Thirty years
since Trotsky’s
assassination

SOCIALIST
LABOUR
LEAGUE

~ Memorial
Meeting

ACTON

TOWN HALL
High St, Acton

August 23
Sunday

Starts 3 p.m.
Admission 2s
Speakers:
G. HEALY (SLL national
Secretary), M. BANDA
(Editor Workers Press),
A. JENNINGS (Editor
Keep Left).
Chairman:

C. SLAUGHTER
Central Committee).

(SLL

This means
Forward with the -
first Trotskyist .-
daily newspaper-
WORKERS PRESS

ALSO: The first public showing of the latest
Young Socialists’ film—‘Youth in Action in
the Year of Lenin and Trotsky’.

.
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THE EMPLOYERS have
never permanently turned
against overtime. As Karl
Marx pointed out in his
work ‘Capital’, even with
overtime rates at time-
and-a-half and time-and-a-
third, substantial profits
can be made.

\

But the basic policy now is
to eliminate overtime by com-
pressing all work into eight
hours — as described last
week.

This brings a huge cut in
take-home pay because with
the same amount of work
turned out, the worker only
receives 40-hour payment.

At the same time as this
general policy is being carried
out, individual firms and even
industries may have problems
which can only be solved by
demanding overtime working.
In the car industry a large
influx of orders often means
heavy demands on overtime.

Similarly, on the docks,
employers are still fighting to
get seven-day and shift-work-
ing accepted as a long-term
policy, and overtime with
week-end working as an
immediate answer to moving

. the backlog, and turning ships

round faster. :

(i) The amount of

work done

The idea that cutting out
overtime reduces the actual
amount of work done in a day
is deceptive.

As can be seen, more work
is done in the new eight-hour
working day than in the ten-
hour working system.

As Karl Marx pointed out
about the compulsory shorten-
ing of the working day, in his
work ‘Capital’: .

‘The immense impetus it
gives to the development of
productive power, and to
economy in the means of pro-
duction, imposes on the work-
man increased expenditure of
labour in a given time, height-
ened tension of labour-power,
and closer filling up of the
pores of the working day, or
condensation of labour to a
degree that is attainable only
within the limits of the
shortened working day.

‘This condensation of a
greater mass of Jlabour into
a given period thenceforward
counts for what it really is, a
a greater quantity of labour.
In addition to a measure of its
extension, i.e. duration, labour
now acquires a measure of its
intensity, or of a degree of its
condensation or density. The
denser hour of the ten-hour
working day contains more
labour, i.e. expended labour-
power than the more porous
hour of the 12-hour working
day.’

In Marx’s time increased
intensity was mainly attained
by ‘increasing the speed of the
machine and by giving the
workman more machinery to
tend’.

But as we can see, the ‘fill-
ing up of the pores of the
working day’ is exactly what
work study, Measured-Day
Work and productivity deals
set out to do today.

(iii) Extensive rest
needed

It is also deceptive to think
that the workers are getting

.

Intensification

of Lahour—
A key to government
~ policy |

the ‘compensation’ of a shorter
working day (eight hours
instead of ten) when over-
time is ‘eliminated.

The new system of working
eventually forces the worker
into a state where he must
take extensive rest after work.

In this sense he ends up
still- doing ‘overtime’ of two,
three or four hours. The differ-
ence is that before, it was
paid overtime at work; now it
is unpaid rest in his own time.

To put it another way, the
new system has compressed all
the working time into the
eight-hour period and squeezed
the major part of the rest
periods into the after-work
time. (Figure 3).

In fact, the worker finds
that after such highly con-
centrated working, he cannot
suddenly ‘come alive’ after
two or three hours rest, but
needs the whole evening in
which to recover.

However there is another
alternative which workers in
this situation sometimes
employ. That is to take their
rest periods—which were pre-
viously diffused over the week
—in a lump amount.

In other words they take
time off (say one day a week).
We can see from this that
‘absenteeism’ as it is called is

CRISIS N THE

.

Fridays’, he naturally got mas-
sive publicity from employers,
government, capitalist press,
radio, etc., because he was
asserting capitalism’s right to
‘fill up the pores of the day’
as and when it sees fit.

The failure of the Commun-
ist Party to immediately expel
Paynter for his statements
attacking an important sec-
tion of the working class
which was facing immense
attacks from the employers
reflects the lengths to which
the Stalinists go to wuphold
their theory of ‘peaceful co-
existence with capitalism!.

(iv) Machines

The figures above only give
an idea of the changes in
actual working, but with new
machines and the re-arrange-
ment of working and the sack-
ing of a section of the work
force, tremendous increases in
output may result, also the
employer saves in lighting, gas,
power, etc., on the overtime
hours saved and the deprecia-
tion of tools and machines is
cut, though being used more
quickly with the extra work
done.

(v) Tea breaks

The cutting out of tea
breaks is an essential part of

\
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The workers are told that
the new system is an advant-
age because they can get tea
and coffee at any time —
usually from a vending
machine which replaces the
tea-making personnel. i
constitutes an immense gain
to the employer as it allows
continuous working through-
out working hours.

At the same time it is an

. of a reqular series on productivity and speed-up.

not a casual consideration.

As well as being a natural
reaction to massive upheavals
and closures which leave a
question mark over the job of
every worker, it is also a well
defined protective practice by
which large sections of work-
ers physically and mentally
defend themselves against the
direct and continuous intensi-
fication of their labour.

Therefore in 1967 when Will
Paynter, at that time general
secretary of the National
Union of Mineworkers, as well
as being a member of the
Communist Party, attacked S
Wales miners for ‘irresponsible
anti-social behaviour repre-
sented by voluntary absence,
especially on Mondays and
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productivity bargaining. From
being a separate and complete
break from working for a
fixed period, the refreshment
time becomes ‘incorporated’
in the so-called ‘relaxation
allowance time’ which is
added to each element of work
by work study.

immense loss to the worker,
as no amount of tea-drinking
while working can make up
for loss of a complete break
from operations.

Further, although at the

early stage of a deal the right
to tea at any time may be
adhered to, at a later stage
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the employers hope to fix set
periods during which work-
ers may drink tea.

(The proposal put forward

" at Pressed Steel Fisher, Swin-

down, in the firm’s 1969
agreement was that the use of
vending machines be allowed
only at times within a one-
hour period in each shift.)

Later still, the continuity of
the work will ensure that the
worker has no time to leave
his work-place even for a sec-

The tea emitted from these
machines can vary from a just
about drinkable beverage to
an extrusion of an undefined
chemical composition which
quickly discourages the worker
from taking even what right
of refreshment are left.

Employers are also aiming
at breaking away from the
‘hour for dinner’ won after
many battles by the organized
working «class and which
became standard practice in
most industries. Various incen-
tives are being offered to
reduce this to 45 minutes or
half an hour.

(vi) Shift work

The introduction of new,
expensive machinery inevitably
means that the employer will
insist on shift-work.

He cannot leave such equip-
ment idle for 16 hours a day,
or over the weekend. The
present drive for shift-working
in many industries not nor-
mally working this way, will if
the government and employers
get their way, be extended to
all'industries and services.

* This means that eventually
the three or four-shift, seven-
days-a-week system.

In effect, the worker work-
ing at greater intensity, will be
expected to adapt his life to
irregular patterns of work,
maybe involving a change of
shift each week.

(vii) Accidents
This intensified working,
along with shifts, is entirely
destructive to the human men-
tal and physical processes.
Nothing is built, developed
or learned; all work becomes
a squeezing out of the maxi-
mum of energy, a wearing
away, combined with bad liv-
ing conditions, worsened travel
arrangements, problems over
rents and mortgages, prices,
jobs security, an incredible
burden of worry and distrac-
tion falls on the worker and
his family.

INCREASE IN
 ACCIDENTS

All this in conjunction with
the new machines and methods
will lead inevitably to an
increase in accidents. The
worker is expected to live only
for work and even to become
enthusiastic about timing his
own job and posting in the
suggestions box yet newer
ways of enslaving himself to
the work process.

Finally, although in the early
days of time and motion these
systems were simply applied as
means of intensifying labour,
it soon became clear that
important ‘secondary’ advant-
ages ensued.

That as well as getting
more labour from each worker,
they also exercised a greater
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measure of control over each

individual operative than had
ever been achieved before.

Under the Labour govern-
ment’s prices and incomes
policy this factor has been
changed from a secondary to

L
has found necessary to his
own safety and well-being and
to replace them with a time
conditioned solely by the
drive for maximum profits.

It is the object of bodies
like the Commission on Indus-

tion on the working class
aimed at brutally driving
down standards of rest, safety
and protection which have
been gained in years of struggle
against the employers.

It is the duty of Marxist
workers at all times to expose
and' fight any proposals and
agreements based on these
systems.

Where a productivity deal
has been accepted and these
theories are being implemented
the Marxist must at all times
fight alongside his fellow work-
ers against every new turn of
the screws as each system is
applied; against cuts in tea and
meal breaks, against extension
of shift work, against each and
every speed-up of a job time,
against elimination of workers
from the work through over-
lapping and against the pay
freeze associated with Mea-
sured-Day Work and other
‘productivity’ methods of pay-
ment.

- ALTERNATIVE
POLICY

An alternative policy must
be fought for of regular basic
increases in pay without
strings to keep up with the
cost of living, of wide exten-
sion of tea and meal breaks
and drastic reduction in work-
ing hours— all without loss of
pay—on the introduction of
any new machinery or ‘labour
saving’ device, this, along with
a reduced pace of working can
ensure  better than any
employers ‘guarantee’ that
redundancies do not occur.

At the same time he must
on all occasions expose the
political nature of the attack
and show that the only real
‘defence’ is made in a struggle
against the incomes policy,
against all attempts to intimi-

Paid
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a primary consideration. The
real aim of the consultants’
theories
non-productive work is to put
absolute control into the hands
of management. This can be
seen especially on the ques-:
tion of ‘rest’.

The employers are attempt-
ing to completely eliminate the
rest periods that the worker

trial Relations and the CIM to
extend this concept into every

of productive and ™ aspect and every section of

industry and to ensure that the
government’s policy of control-
ling and disciplining workers
is taken throughout every
firm.

The theories of ‘productive

work’ ‘indirect’ workers, etc.
represent a monstrous imposi-

date and penalize workers with
fines and prison sentences,
against any interference in
the trade unions by the state,
against the whole concept of
productivity bargaining, and
for the nationalization of the
basic industries, banks and
finance houses without com-
pensation and under complete
workers’ control.
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THE BBC-2 documentary
‘Christians at War—Two
families in Belfast’ (Wed-

- nesday, August 12) con-

fined itself, as the title
implies, to examining the
religious divisions which
separate worker from
worker in N Ireland.

It reproduced all the glib
and misleading newsreel
clichés which have become
tediously familiar since the
struggles in N Ireland began.

Made by two distinct pro-
duction teams—one of which
visited a Protestant and the
other a Catholic family in the
city—the film conveyed, but
could not rise above, the claus-
trophobic atmosphere in the
religiously-divided ghettoes.

NO EXPLANATION

But it came nowhere near an
explanation of the struggles
that are racking Ulster.

The viewer hoping to learn
something on this score would
have been left as baffled when
he switched off as when he
switched on.

The unctuous introduction :
‘In Belfast, men, women and
children are fighting each other
in the name of God—set the
tone.

Then we were whisked to
the home of Bob Purdy, a
Protestant and Master of his
local Orange Lodge. He re-
garded the Catholics as the
enemy. While his wife had at
one time had Catholic friends,
she didn’t any more . . .

A WORKING MAN

Purdy—clearly a right-wing
Craig supporter — said rather
surprisingly that if he were in
England he might vote Labour,
being a working man.

He criticized the Stormont
government :

‘It’'s all right for Major
Chichester-Clark up in Stor-
mont—he wants to come down
here and see it close to.’

His Orange Lodge colleagues,
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in Belfast

Christians at War—Two families

BBC 2 Documentary Wednesday
August 12

Guest reviewer

JOHN SPENCER

An
Orangeman’s
parade
(above) and a
childrens’
playground in
‘Belfast.

Belfast: Holy war

or class struggle?

Chichester-Clark

robing up for their July 12
march, claimed the marches
were not provocative, ‘just a
lively tradition’. If anyone
tried to stop them they would

‘* be tampering with civil rights.

_Other scenes showed Purdy’s
daughter Madelaine singing
songs praising the Black and
Tans and toasting the Queen.
All good clean Orange fun, ex-
cept for the lad who had been
blinded by shotgun pellets in
a fight on the Crumlin Rd.

And then, ‘representing’ the
Catholics, the Canavans of Bay
St, all devout churchgoers,
living in just the same tiny
terrace houses as their Pro-
testant neighbours across the
line, hating the British Army,
but unable to see any way out.

While no one can deny that
confusion is rife among both
Protestant and Catholic wor-

kers in Belfast, the film gave
hardly a hint of the real causes
of conflict: the years of de-
liberately - fostered  religious
division, the low wages, slum
housing, unemployment and
sweated labour that are the
order of the day in Britain’s
oldest colony.

PRIEST-RIDDEN

So while the Protestant
workers were pictured as
bigoted Orangemen, the Catho-
lic workers had to be shown
as priest-ridden Fenians.

Much of the ‘Catholic’ half
of the programme-—consider-
ably less penetrating even than
the portrayal of the Protestant
family—was taken up with an
interview of the local priest,
parrotting the emollient
phrases of clerical obscuran-
tism.

Alec Robinson, a friend of
the. Canavans, praised the
youth fighting against the
troops and admitted that he
too had thrown stones at the
Army, provoking a certain
amount of shock from the
BBC’s discreet interviewer.

INEXPLICABLE

One thing came over very
clearly from the programme.

If the events in N Ireland
are considered simply as a
religious war they become not
only inexplicable, but simply
absurd.

It has been the conscious
policy of the press and tele-
vision to obscure the roots of
the conflict, and this pro-
gramme did just that.

Without the struggle for
revolutionary consciousness in
every section of the Irish work-
ing class, the employers will
doubtless continue to divide
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and rule as they have done for
300 years.

OLD FORMS

But the movement of the
Irish working class, though it
has to pass through these old
forms imposed by imperialism,
is part of an international
struggle involving workers all
over the world.

The grip of the Orange

Order and the Catholic Church
can and will be loosened, as
workers come to see the para-
mount class interest that unites
them against the employers.

This is what frightened Wil-

~ son a year ago and frightens

the Tories now. And this is
why they have to follow the
Army in with television crews
peddling the threadbare myths
of religious war and helping
maintain the division of ‘the
workers.
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WHO SAID that capitalist
politicians are insensitive to

the day-to-day problems

facing the working class?

For shame! Anyone who has
followed the tear-jerking saga
of the homeless Wilsons will
have nothing but contempt for
those biased good-for-nothings
who think that life at the top
is all wines and roses (or
booze and peerages).

Caught unawares by -the
events of June 18, Harold and
Mary, together with all their
chattels, were unceremoniously
hurled out onto the bleak
streets of London with no-
where to go except their holi-
day home in the Isles of
Scilly, which unfortunately
falls outside the division bell
area. What.to do?

However, good fortune has
smiled on Harold, so rudely
dashed from high office. He has

HOUSING
PROBLEM
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at last moved into a new
abode and regained his self-
respect.

Of course, it’s a mere hovel
— just three bedrooms, three
reception rooms, two bath-
rooms and a modest garden—
and the price is a little high;
about £20,000 for the 20-year
lease. -

But, like so many other un-
fortunate families, they have

little choice but to tighten

their belts and pay up.

At the price, you can’t
expect the neighbours to be up
to much. Just down the road
lives former Tory Party chair-

‘Wilson and his
wife during the
June election
campaign.

THE Communist Party is
advertising in the ‘Morning
Star’ for a ‘capable and
adaptable Party or YCL
member’ to run the general
office at 16 King Street.
Adaptability, more scienti-
fically termed opportunism,
is certainly a requirement
for the job ...

OPPORTUNISTS .

ONLY
NEED
APPLY

COAL
COMFORT

WILL the Tories depose Old
King Coal? — not the panto-
mime favourite, the real thing
— Lord Robens, £20,000-a-
year head of the National
Coal Board, former Labour
minister, director of the Bank

_of England and one of the

board of Times Newspapers.

His Coal Board job, it
appears, may be in some
danger after what one news-
paper called his ‘militant anti-
policy speeches’.

Not that he actually criti-
cized the Tories.

He just didn’t like the
Prices and Incomes Board’s
idea of centralizing the NCB
management.

After all, the man has been
operating Tory policy for years.
It would be most ungracious
of them to put him out now

after all the pit closures,
speed-up, mass sackings, etc.

Anyway, he doesn’t think
they’ll sack him. On the con-
trary, when his second five-
year term of office ends in
January, he expects the gov-
ernment either to take him on
for another term or ‘shake me
warmly by the hand and say
goodbye’. ,

If he does have to go away
with only a handshake, it won’t
quite leave him on the bread-
line, though he claims that ‘if
you’re thinking in terms of
vast possessions and so on,
I'm not at all wealthy’.

He’ll still have his director-
ship. And if the worst comes
to the worst he can always
toddle off to the House of
Lords and draw £5 a day
simply for turning up. But he
might just about be able to get
by on Earnings Related
Benefit . . .

Robens : Old King Coal

man Edward du Cann. He
used to live at the Wilsons’
shack, but — not surprisingly
— found it too small.

Also close are those two
notorious  Tory  tearaways
Baroness Elliott of Harewood
and Ava, Lady Waverley.

Nevertheless, in the national
interest, Harold is determined
to stick it out.

And don’t think he’s the
only one with housing prob-
lems. In fact, MPs face dilem-
mas of which most common
people are sublimely ignorant.

Take Home Secretary Reggie
Maudling, for instance. He’s
got too many houses on his
hands.

Having accepted an offer of
one of the ministerial flats at
Admiralty House, he is now
trying to rent out his former
Belgravia residence for £225 a
week — £11,700 a year.

Such pin-money will help to
supplement his wage packet of
£8,500, ease the pain at giving
up his directorships and relieve
the burden on social security.

No doubt, these weighty
problems will be the centre of
discussion when Harold and
Reggie meet in a few weeks
time at a social wedding.

Enoch Powell and Lord
Hogg, who have also been
invited, will be able to bring
their grey matter to bear be-
tween the whelks and bitter.

We ‘have not been able to
verify the rumour that George
Clark has been asked to inter-
cede on behalf of the social

.~ needy in high places.

Share and
share
alike

ANOTHER businessman who
may be feeling a little less
than totally secure is David
Spreckley, managing director
of Lansmen’s Caravans based
in Buckden, Huntingdonshire.

His 33 workers hold more
shares in the firm than he does,
and could, if they wanted to,
sack him. .

A co-ownership scheme at
the firm over the past five
years, involving yearly incen-
tive bonuses paid in shares,
had led to this somewhat
anomalous situation.

It’s hardly workers’ control,
though. Each worker, if he
holds an average shareholding,
is worth about 4 per cent of
Mr Spreckley and his wife —
hardly anything to shout about.

But it does give one food
for thought.

The miners, who had to
suffer the impact of Lord
Robens’ policies over the years,
didn’t even have that much say
in appointing him, and they
certainly can’t vote him out.

They can’t vote him out of
the House of Lords, either.

He’s there for life.

Safe
seat

BUT THOSE with an eye for
a really secure position — with
possibly a place in the House
of Lords at the end of it —
will have got themselves on
the short list for the Tory
candidature in St Marylebone,
London.

No less than 438 Tory hope-
fuls presented themselves for
selection in this ultra-safe
Tory seat, where the Tory
majority is higher than the
Labour vote.

The former incumbent at St
Marylebone was the Right
Honourable Quintin Hogg, now
Lord Hailsham of St Maryle-
bone, formerly Viscount Hail-
sham.
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Motor employers
preparing for

AS BRITISH-LEYLAND shares dipped to their
lowest-ever price on the London Stock Exchange,
company boss Lord Stokes was putting the finish-
ing touches to his announcement yesterday that
the Morris section of British-Leyland is to be
merged with Pressed-Steel Fisher.

The resultant unit of over 80,000 is expected to give

B-Leyland

® FROM PAGE ONE

The labour force, the com-
pany claims, will remain
‘about the same’ — though
here again there are no
guarantees on redundancy.

Asked how the merger
would affect wage-rates, a
spokesman said wage rates
would have increasingly to be
considered on a group basis.

‘INTENSIFY’

As one senior steward com-
mented: ‘This means Leyland
want to intensify their drive
towards fixed pay structures
and a pay system similar to
Ford’s — 'in other words a
corporate pay system.’

Wage-rates in British-
Leyland factories are at
present negotiated on a plant
basis, leaving very consider-
able negotiating power in the
hands of shop stewards.

Almost all the plants in-
volved in the merger are at
present paid on piece-work
systems, and the company
desperately wants to force
through a change to a uniform
Measured-Day Work system
negotiated at group or com-
pany level.

Tomorrow’s Workers Press
contains an important report
of talks between British-
Leyland and Ford stewards
which starkly underlines the
need for a principled political
fight against the company’s
Measured-Day Work drive.

Order your copy now from

our circulation dept — see
advert below.

LATE NEWS

THORN CLOSURE THREAT

Thorn Electrical management
said yesterday that
sheet metal workers’ strike
(see page 1, col 6) was ex-
tended to electrical and en-
gineering union members on
Friday the Gateshead plant
would be closed indefinitely.

The firm’s statement added
that - the scab labour would
have seniority.

All the unions at the fac-
tory are to meet today.

POOLS PICKET

Liverpool members of the
Association of Scientific, Tech-
nical and Managerial Staffs
are to mount pickets outside
the Littlewoods pools centre
from today. -

Appeals are to be made for
a ban on deliveries by Post
Office workers, who have
already refused to cross the
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British-Leyland a stronger hand in imposing Measured-
Day Work in the interests of ‘greater productivity’, i.e.

greater profits.

British car manufac-
turers are of course one of
the main sections of em-
ployers eager to take
advantage of the election
of a Tory government
pledged to cure wage-
inflation and legislate
against the unions.

_They want the abolition of
piece-work in those firms like
British-Leyland where
Measured-Day Work has been
successfully resisted.

It is not just a question of
fighting for higher wage-rates
against these car employers.

For example, the impending
wage-demand for Ford
workers, rumoured to involve
some increases of £14 weekly,
will certainly clash with the
government’s appeal to ‘cool
inflationary wage fever’, and
will be resisted with full gov-
ernment backing. ’

Ford’s are faced, like all
motor firms in Britain, with
fierce competition from Euro-
pean and Japanese firms and
with the threat of big restric-
tions on the US market.

For example, British Ford-
made Cortinas have already
been excluded by US dealers
in favour of the German Ford-
made Capri. Only an intensive
drive to cut wage-costs, speed
up production, and impose
factory discipline which im-
proves quality without
increased cost, can save any
of these British firms, accord-

........................................

picket lines at the Liverpool
mail-order depots.

The dispute began last
Thursday over the firm’s
refusal to recognize' ASTMS
and to reinstate two dismissed
planning officers.

LAY-OFF STRIKE

9,000 production workers at
Standard-Triumph’s Coventry
plant are on strike ‘until to-
morrow morning because of
the threatened lay-offs and
the management’s refusal to
pay a guaranteed wage.
Standard-Triumph men are
carrying out their July de-
cision for a complete walk-
out—wheneveér the firm lays
off any section because of ex-
ternal causes and without lay-
off pay. :
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BY A
CORRESPONDENT

ing to their own advisors —
like the ‘Financial Times’
(Tuesday).

In other words, the new
Ford pay claim for ‘parity’
with the highest-paid Mid-
lands workers will find the
company operating in much
worse economic conditions
and in a political situation
which demands political poli-
cies and leadership to fight
the government.

It is all very well for Moss
Evans, national officer of the
cars groups of the Transport

and General Workers’ Union,

to say: ‘The aspirations for
parity are still there ... I
cannot allow the government
to influence the facts of the
case.’

The facts are that Evans,
Scanlon and others were
responsible for admitting
penalty clauses, retreating on
the pay claim, and dividing
what was the first-ever united
action by Ford workers.

That was a dangerous set-
back; but to repeat this policy
now would be to court
disaster.

An article by James Ensor
in Tuesday’s ‘Financial Times’,
obviously based on interviews
with the motor industry’s
bosses, makes very clear that
they are contemplating a num-
ber of strikes, but that they
regard these as necessary
overheads in the imposition
of Measured-Day Work and
factory discipline.

‘Certain strikes’

Ensor even says:

‘The proposed government
legislation on contractual ob-
ligations and union procedures

seems certain to produce
political strikes in the car
plants.’

Hoping for a growth of un-
employment in the very near
future, and with the backing
of the Tories, the carmakers
are in the forefront of the
employers’ decision to try
and beat back the wages
offensive. They can only be
answered by a fight for the
socialist nationalization of the
industry, under workers’ con-
trol and without compensa-
tion. '

It is in this direction that
the wages militancy must be
turned.

All those who argue for an
expanding ‘high-wage’
economy under capitalism, like
the Stalinist ‘Morning Star’
and the ‘left’ union leaders,
would lead the motor  car
workers into a situation where
the difficulties caused by the
capitalist world crisis will be
used to enforce sackings,
wage-cuts and savage factory
discipline.

GKN
strikers
stay out

THREE THOUSAND
strikers at the GKN-
Sankey motor components
plant at Wellington, Shrop-
shire,
their union’s call
return to work.

for a

The mass - meeting voted
down the recommendation of
General and Municipal
Workers' Union  regional
organizer Ron Langstone to
go back and begin talks with
the management.

G&MWU members felt that
this should not be accepted
unless the other unions in-
volved agreed.

The union represents three-
quarters of the 4,000 GKN
strikers, who began their
stoppage a week ago.

Management has offered to
meet less than half of their
claim for a 4s 3d-an-hour
increase.

The factory’s joint shop
stewards’ committee meets
today and a mass meeting is
to be held tomorrow.

The strike has resulted in a
shortage of body-panels at
Chrysler’s commercial vehicle
factory in Dunstable where
350 men are to be laid off
from tomorrow afternoon.

‘The wheel shortage has
halted production at Massey-
Ferguson’s Coventry tractor
plant where 850 are laid off
with more lay-offs likely later
this week.

trikes

Ford workers at a recent mass meeting
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SYDNEY, August 13 — The
Australian section of the vast
international oil industry is
still fighting with every weapon
at its disposal to maintain its
fat profits. (Increase in these
profits for the Shell group was
43 per cent for 1969).

A few weeks ago, a wages
strike by maintenance workers
spread throughout the whole
of Australia. Now the industry
is fighting an attack by the
Australian Council of Trade
Unions (ACTU), which is the
equivalent of the TUC, on
claims for wage increases
based on the ability of an in-
dustry to pay.

The claim, which will affect
the outcome of the recent
dispute, is being heard before
the Commonwealth (ie.
national) Arbitration Board, a
body of men who sit in judge-
ment on claims by workers.

Backing the oil industry in
their claim that profits should
bear no relation to wages is
the National Employers’ Policy
Committee and the Common-
wealth government. What they
really mean when they say
that ‘ability to pay’ should not

be considered when wage
claims are being dealt with,
is, of course, that high profits
should not be revealed, but
low or falling profits can
always be used as an excuse
for keeping wages down.

This reveals the transpar-
ency of offers of profit-
sharing in industry, Measured-
‘Day Work and any other
forms of getting more out of
the workers for less in return.

The industry’s profitability
was completely irrelevant to
the dispute, claimed the QC
for the oil industry. Which is
an honest enough reminder,
if anyone needs it, that mod-
ern capitalism is no more con-
siderate of the well-being of
its workers than it ever was.

It is not simply of course
how much super-companies
like Shell can or cannot afford
to pay its workers.

Mr Jack Faichney, chairman
of the National Oil Industry
Committee, éxpressed the fear
of many an Australian boss
when he said during the oil
dispute that an increase would
have a snowballing affect on
industries generally.

Federal Minister for Labour
and National Service, Mr Bill
Snedden, had a very good
reason for the government
interfering in the case: *. . .
the good of the community’
and ‘the public interest’.

But he did not rehearse his
lines with oil industry leaders
too well. While the industry’s
QC was saying the size of the
profit was irrelevant to wages
paid, Mr Snedden was still
suggesting that the larger the
formér the larger the latter,
when he reminded everyone:

‘The worker has to realize
that unrest cut into produc-
tion and the granting of claims
increased cost pressure
throughout the community.’
THE GREAT intérnational

brotherhood of capitalism has
now linked hands with Papua-
New Guinea on the question
of ‘law and order’.

The Australian government,
which administers the area
partly as a mandated territory
and partly as the gift of a
colony from Britain, has just
discovered that there is a de-
fect in the present law which
does not enable the authori-
ties to take preventive action
in potentially dangerous situ-
ations. No doubt recént con-
frontations between natives
and police helped them ‘real-
ize' this.

Among legislation planned
is control of public meetings
and a great increase in police
powers to search and arrest.

Ulster

@ FROM PAGE ONE

benches felt that a number of
organizations that were self-
appointed seemed to be speak-
ing for the people. But none
had a vote cast for them in an
election.’

Right at the point where
the bourgeoisie reaches the
height of its political crisis,
and above all the independent
mobilization of the working
class is essential, Fitt and his
friends move to try and con-
fine everything to parliament-
ary procedure.

Their next move will be
to collaborate with some new-
found ‘progressive’ or ‘moder-
ate’ wing of the Unionists on
the pretext of keeping out
Craig and the extreme right.
They would thus help the cap-
italist class with a move to
the right, making more in-
evitable the open leadership of
of elements like Craig and
Paisley, meanwhile paralysing
the emergence of a real work-
ing-class opposition.

This is the classic role of
‘lefts’ like Fitt, and their
Stalinist supporters.

What is necessary in North-
ern Ireland, as in the Republic
in the South, is the building
of a Marxist movement orient-
ated to the independent action
of the working class, carrying

out a principled struggle
against British imperialism and
partition.

All the conditions for build-
ing such a movement now
exist. All the other tendencies,
from Fitt and his liberal
friends in the North to the
‘Green Tories’ in the South,
are opposed to such a struggle
and are divided only on how
best to collaborate with West-
minster in ‘restoring order’.

yesterday rejected |

Stalinism and Palestine

@ FROM PAGE ONE
directly or indirectly seek-
ing the destruction of our
revolution.

‘We are determined to turn
this country into a grave-
yard for all plotters. This
country will remain the

Hanoi of the - Palestine
revolution.’
Warning that Hussein had

stationed four army brig-
ades outside Amman, he
called upon the Arab people
to carry on the fight against
Zionism and its accom-
plices : -

‘1 am sure that cur Arab
nation will not leave us
alone.’

Arafat’s warning should not
be ignored. King Hussein
plans to visit Nasser this
Thursday to seek his ap-
proval and support for a
crack-down on the guer-
rillas. If Hussein can get
the Israelis to pull out of
the West Bank soon, then
a joint Israeli-Jordan oper-
ation against the guerrillas
is certain. :

Arafat’s appeal for solidarity
with the betrayed and em-
battled Paléstinians must
be taken beyond the Middle
East.

All along, the Stalinists of the
British Communist Party—
through first of all their
‘Daily Worker’ and later its
successor the ‘Morning Star’
—have covered up for
Zionism.

They hailed the brutal evic-
tion of the Arabs from
Palestine and the carve-up
of the remnants of Palestine
between the Jordanian mon-
archy and Zionism as a
‘further blow at imperialist
domination in the Middle
East’. (‘Labour Monthly’,
September 1949.)

The record of the Labour
‘lefts’—and especially ‘Tri-
bune’—is just as despicable.

Openly pro-Zionist views are
expounded in this wretched
reformist journal week after
week by writers who pose
as allies of the colonial
peoples.

In the case of the Stalinists,
their pro-Zionism has never
prevented them from de-
fending the anti-Semitic
persecutions mounted by
the Kremlin in the Soviet
Union and Eastern Europe
after the war.

They are both pro-Zionists
and anti-Semites —a com-
bination which is by no
means rare amongst Oppor-
tunists within the labour
movement.

Now the moment of truth has
arrived.

Arafat’s warning and declara-
tion is a challenge to every
socialist internationalist.

We already know where Gol-
lan, Fletcher and company

stand on the question of
the Arab Revolution. They
recognize the Zionist, im-
perialist-created state of
Israel, but they deny the
right of the Palestinians—as
part of the Arab nation—to
self-determination.

The planned betrayal of the
Palestinians has implications
that go far beyond the
Middle East.

Nixon, assisted by the Krem-
lin and its supporters in the
North Vietnamese govern-
ment, would dearly like to
foist a similar deal on the
peoples of Indo-China.

In its turn, such a deal would
prepare for new Dblows
agains the working class in

the advanced capitalist
countries.
The Soviet bureaucracy,

backed up by its minions in
the British and other west-
ern Stalinist parties, is pre-
pared to sacrifice everything
the working class and
colonial peoples have won
so as to reach a lasting
accommodation with im-
perialism, headed by the
United States.

The Middle East is just the
beginning.

Once again we insist that full
working-class solidarity must
be mobilized behind the
Arab people; in the same
way as the Liverpool dock-
ers struck on May 1 aéainst
Nixon’s war on Indo-China.

Those who remain silent now
after Arafat’s warning will
stand condemned as frauds
and accomplices of imperial-
ism.

CP members must demand of
their leaders that they re-
pudiate support of the US-
Soviet ‘peace’ agreément and
that they unequivocally re-
cognize the right of the
Palestinians to self-deter-
mination.

The Socialist Labour League
will do its utmost in the
next period to warn against
the consequences of a de-
feat for the Arabs, and win
workers for class action in
solidarity with the Palestin-
ians. This is our internation-
alist duty. .

Down with Zionism and its
Stalinist accomplices!

Long live the unity of Jewish
and Arab workers in the
struggle for an independent
socialist Palestine !

Nationalized
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The Tories are worried lest
Lord Robens might be in-
clined to pay too high a price
to buy industrial peace in the
coming negotiations “with the
miners and, if necessary, they
are prepared to take the
miners on.

The government’s detérmin-
ation is shared by the PIB
which castigated the NCB'’s
‘weak-kneed’ attitude in strin-
gent terms: ‘We do not think
it right to anticipate in price
increasés the outcome of nego-
tiations on a claim of the size
now impending, except in so
far as it is reasonable for pay
to rise at a rate in keeping
with the nation’s economic
growth.”.

Not accidentally the PIB re-
port also calls for a strength-
ening of the Coal Board’s
method study branch as well
as increasing the powers of
supervising staff and central-
izing day-to-day management
by a shake-up of the top
management structure.

But this is only one side of
the pi¢ture of increasing
misery and uncertainty.

While workers in the
nationalized sector are being
exhorted to increase produc-
tivity and forego their legiti-
maté wage demands, the
private sector of industry is
being actively encouraged to
exploit the most profitable
sections of these industriés
which are being hived off from
state ownership.

industries

In other words workers
in the state sector are not
only being urged to make
profits for the capitalist
state but also for private
industry as well !

The most blatant example
of this policy so far—even
more outrageous than t}le
creation of a second force air-
line—is the Tory government
decision to cut, drastically,
the nationalizéd industries’
share in the area to be ex-
plored for natural gas and oil
in the North and Irish Seas.

Previously the Gas Council
and the NCB had a 25 per
cent participation. Now it will
be reduced to 3 per cent.

Nothing illustrates the re-
actionary character of Toryism
and the unviability  of
capitalism more clearly than
the organized banditry pro-
posed by the leading capitalist
organs.

All the tfade union leaders’
protests will not stop the
Tories from cynically defraud-
ing the taxpayer and exploiting
the workers in the nationalized
industries.

The answer is not more
competition, but the social
ownership of all the means of
production and finance —
under workers’ control — and
without compensation.

This is what the miner’s
wage struggle poses to the
trade union movement.

Agnew: No U.S.
withd

Spiro T. ew

Chinese arms
for Cambodian
guerrillas

CHINA yesterday agreed
to give free military aid to
the Cambodian govern-
ment-in-exile under Prince
Sihanouk, who was
deposed by a CIA-inspired
coup last March.

The agreement—first of its
kind between the two govern-
ments—was signed yestérday
in Peking. :

The aid programme covers
1970 only, as China negotiates
all such agreements on an
annual basis.

Details of the aid were not
released, but it is expected to
consist largely of small arms
suitable for guerrilla warfare.

The Chinese decision is all
the more timely in view of the
renewed United States offen-
sive against the supply-routes
from North Vietnam, through
Laos, to guerrilla-held terri-
tory in Cambodia.

S.E.

IN A BITING attack on
Senate advocates of an
early and total with-
drawal from Indo-China,
US Vice-President Spiro

. Agnew has declared that

the Nixon administra-
tion would see the war
in Vietnam through to
‘an honourable end’.

He denounced pro-
posals to pull out as ‘a
blueprint for the first
defeat in the history of
the United States’ and
accused the supporters
of a withdrawal resolu-
tion in the Senate of ‘not
giving a damn’.

Agnew argued that the
passing of a resolution call-
ing for the withdrawal of
all US troops by the middle
of 1971 would undermine
the bargaining position of
Nixon’s envoys at the Paris

Lighter jobs
report soon

A REPORT on the state of the
lighterage industry is expected
from the port employers this
week,

Since decasualization, 14
firms have closed. At the
moment, there are ninety
lightermen on the unattached
register and heavy emphasis
is being put by the bosses on
‘voluntary severance’.

rawal from

A ]
‘peace talks’, which have

now resumed after a long
recess. .

Reassure

Next week, Agnew will be
touring the capitals of South
Korea, Thailand, Formosa
and South Vietnam.

The loud-mouthed Vice-
JPresident’s new offensive
against Senate ‘doves’ such
as George McGovern and
Mark Hatfield is obviously
intended to reassure pro-US
regimes in South-East Asia
who fear that Nixon’s ‘Viet-
namization’ policy implies
the total and early with-
drawal of US imperialism.

Leeds
clothing
strikeahead

THE NATIONAL Execu-
tive of the Tailors’ and
Garment Workers’ Union
has rejected a request from
its Leeds members to call
an official strike to secure
the reinstatement of 40
cutters . made redundant at
the city’s John Collier’s
factory last month.

At a meeting between union
officials and John Collier’s

cutters there was strong critic-
ism of the union.

Many cutters walked out of

the meeting in disgust, and
those remaining demanded an

 Another London
wharf closes

THE SHUT-DOWN immediately after the national
docks strike of yet another riverside wharf — with just
four hours’ notice to the 60 dockers involved — shows
that the only purpose of the riverside Devlin Phase Two
‘modernization’ agreement is wharf closures and an end

to dockers’ jobs.
According to the current

issue of ‘The Port’, the
firm — Carron and Conti-
nental Wharves Ltd —

suddenly found itself
insolvent and had to cease
operations immediately.

However, dockers on the
wharf are adamant that the
employers deliberately set out
to close the company by not
seeking alternative business
when an existing contract had
ended.

Earlier this month, angry
dockers had refused to leave
the premises when a notice
was posted up at the wharf
informing the men — some of
whom had worked there for
30 years—that business would
cease at mid-day.

The Transport and General
Workers’ No. 1 docks group
has since met to discuss the
situation.

This closure, which leaves
only two other wharves open
on the Wapping waterfront, is
now being used by the em-
ployers as a threat of what
will happen if Phase Two is
not implemented.

However, most dockers see
it — and other closures that
have taken place under Devlin
Phase One — as an example
of what Phase Two is all
about.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

BIRMINGHAM: Tuesday, August

25, 8 p.m. The Wellington, Bristol:

St Bromgrove St. ‘Lessons of the
dock strike’.

immediate meeting with the
Collier's management over the
redundancies.

WOULD SUPPORT

The Leéds and District
Clothing Workers’ Joint
Liaison Committee—represent-
ing 25,000 workers—has al-
ready declared that it would
support an unofficial strike if
the union leadership refuse to
call an official one.

The committee meets again
next Tuesday.

This could lead to a major
unofficial clothing strike in

| Leeds.

STILL AVAILABLE

Y

Z
- J

——— AN

Ai;'

=

AN

= T-NE

g P
" o

=

{=%Working-clas
“ unity needed

' to defeat
the Tory
governme;

A SOCYALIST LABOUR LEAGUE PAMPHLET PRICE 6d

Available from 186s, Clapham High Street, SW4



	n234-p1C-aug-19-1970-Workers-Press
	n234-p1BW-aug-19-1970-Workers-Press
	n234-p2-aug-19-1970-Workers-Press
	n234-p3-aug-19-1970-Workers-Press
	n234-p4-aug-19-1970-Workers-Press

