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THE POLICE are on the
side of the Tory Party.

That was the message which
came over loud and clear
from the Police Federa-
tion’s Llandudno confer-
ence this week.

The ‘law-and-order’
gramime
welcomed by the confer-
ence—with its appeals for
the restoration of the
gallows, more powers to
deal with demonstrators
and an end to reform of
police complaints pro-
cedure —is not a whit
different from the elec-
tion agitation of Heath
and Powell.

Speakers at the conference
displayed real enthusiasm
for the prospect of break-
ing demonstrators’ heads
and taking firm action
against. the ‘way-out
caterwauling minority’.

pro-

The ‘way-out minority’ pre-
sumably includes such
people as the St Helens’
workers  whose  strike
pickets suffered the full
police treatment outside

the Pilkingtea™ glass fac-

tories on Monday.

Yesterday the conference
voted unanimously for
more firearms training and
called for intensive re-
search to develop new
weapons for police use.

As a reward for their en-
dorsement of the Tory
election campaign, the
police demanded a pay
rise.

However, like the scab
union it is, the Police
Federation began its con-
ference by ruling out any
industrial action to
achieve their pay rise.

Instead, they rely on their
masters to ‘see them all
right’ when they come to
put . their anti-working-
class programme into ac-
tion.

There has long been a wide-
spread myth in Britain
that the police stand
above politics, that they
are scmehow ‘impartial’,
devoted only to keeping
the peace and helping old
ladies over the road.

The Llandudno conference
has brought down the
truncheon on this par-
ticular fairy story.

These ‘impartial public ser-
vants’ are more and more
shaping up as a Tory
private army.

Llandudne is a mirror of the
future Toryism offers the
working class: the rapid
development of a police
state directed against all
the rights of workers.

It takes place against a
background of mounting
witch-hunts against mili-
tant trade unionists as
the most vicious election
since the war gets under
way.

In this Tory campaign the
police have becn allotted
a very definite role. They
are playing it to the full.

G.L.C. staff
lobby talks

MEMBERS of the Greater
London Council Staff Asso-
ciation demonstrated outside
the GLC's County Hall head-
quartérs yesterday afternoon
during talks between union
officials and their employers.

Pressure from rank-and-file
members has forced re-nego-
tiations of last year’s 3§-per—
cent pay settlement with a
view to achieving 15 per cent
increases.

enthusiastically

Be on guard for
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‘A Tory plot
to catch votes

BY THE EDITOR

IN THE manufacturing of ‘Red Plots’, forged
documents, perjured evidence, distorted news
and provocation there is no body so comsum-
mate as the British capitalist class and its press.

US officers now
lead Cambodian

For over a century it
has used these tech-
niques to mould ‘public
opinion’, to manipulate
the middle class, to ex-
pedite colonial wars,
whip up imperialist war
hysteria and facilitate
election victories for the
ruling class.

In this sense the
British press, reflecting
the traditions of the
Tory ruling class, has
earned itself the wmiue’y.
distinction of being 'a
pioneer in fraud and the
protagonist of journal-
istic venality.

Admittedly without all
this colossal fraud the
ruling class—even with the
aid of the church — could
not survive.

In the last century the
press — to be precise ‘The
Times' — tried to discredit
the Irish  Parliamentary
Movement and slander its
leader, Parnell, with its in-
famous serialization of
‘Parnellism and Crime’ and
the publication of a monu-
mental forgery intended to
incriminate Parnell in the
murder of Lord Cavendish
and Mr Burke.

The author of the forgery,
Piggott, shot himself after
confessing guilt. “The Times’,
however, did not.

In the 20th century, as
the interests of the ruling
class came more and more
into violent conflict with
the working class and the
colonial peoples, the capi-
talist press has excelled
itself in the art of slander
and provocation, particularly
in relation to the left-wing
movements,

- Notorious

The most notorious éx-
ample of this kind of rascal-
ity was of course the
‘Zinoviev letter'—a fabrica-
tion of the capitalist class
which played an important
role in securing a massive
majority in parliament for
the Tories in the General
Eléction of 1924.

Without this victory the
preparations for 1926 by
Churchill could not have
been carried out.

Now once again the
carrion crows of Fleet
Street are on the wing
scanning the political
horizons desperately for a
new victim and filling the
air with their raucous
lies.

Having persuaded the
Labour leaders to go to the

‘polls on the basis of con-

trived statistics, these scav-
engers are now moving in
to ensure a Tory victory by
creating the kind of mood
and atmosphere in which
provocations flourish and
witch-hunts multiply.

(As for the forgeries, they
will come later.)

The beginning of this
campaign was the monstrous
attack by the press on
Rosémary Whippe and the

 Socialist Labour League.

The Workers Press cor-
rectly warned at the time
that this was a crudely con-
ceived political stunt to
stampede the floating voter
and that those, like Intér-
national Socialism and the
Communist  Party, who
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May £1.000
Appeal Fund
today Stands at
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ANOTHER good post. Yes-
terday we received £70 10s,
almost the same as the day
before.

This is a real indication
that our comrades are fight-
ing bard for our paper and
they won’t be disappointed.
We shall be publishing some
very good news tomorrow
which we think will make
every one of our readers
extremely happy.

With nine days to go we
need to raise £598 l4s 7d.
Keep up the pace and send
us in the largest possible
donation you can over the
weekend.

Post it to:
Workers Press
Appeal Fund,
186A Clapham High Street,
London, SW4,
HU U R T

REPORTS from Phnom
Penh confirm that Cam-
bodian troops are now
fighting under the orders
and leadership of US army
officers.

A US-led and trained bat-
talion of Cambodian con-
~crints was -yesterday thrown
into a river-borne attack on
Tonle Bet, the strategic East
bank ferry town on the
Mekong River.

A Cambodian army officer
stated that the force was act-
ing under US orders, and the
whole operation had nothing
to do with the Cambodian
army. )

As Nixon’s June 30 dead-
line for withdrawal from Cam-
bodia approaches, US forces
become éver more deeply
committed to his Cambodian
adventure.

Contradiction

It is this flagrant contradic-
tion between the official state-
ments of the Nixon adminis-
tration and the reality of the
war that is accelerating the
démoralization and unrest in
the US armed forces.

Every extra day in Cam-
bodia brings new problems of
discipline and morale for US
officers.

Whole companies proclaim
their open hostility to the
war, and treat their superiors
with thinly - disguiséd con-
tempt.

Reporters and observers in
Cambodia and Vietnam are
stating that Nixon’s invasion
force has all the hallmarks of
a defeated, not victorious
army. .

This latest development of
US - supervised Cambodian
units will deepen the crisis in
the ranks of Nixon's army.

G.l. DEATHS
INCREASE

US BATTLE deaths in Indo-
China last week reached 217
—the highest figure for nine
months. The total was 49 up
on the previous week. 77 of
the fatalities were amongst
troops fighting in Cambodia.

troops

BY A WORKERS PRESS
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

~Still no ban
on Springbok
cricket tour

HOME SECRETARY James Callaghan’s formal request
to the chairman of the Cricket Council to ‘withdraw
their invitation’ to the S African touring team is almost
certain to be discussed by today’s Council meeting.

The request, sent to Mr
Maurice Allom, the Council's
chairman, followed a three-
hour meeting at the Home
Office where Callaghan dis-
cussed the tour with Council
mémbers.

In his letter, Callaghan gave
five reasons for his request.

‘We have had particularly
in mind the possible impact

Sovex
strikers -
want £6—

no strings

MEMBERS of the engineer-
ing, boilermakers’ and trans-
port unions at the Sovex
factory in Erith, Essex, are
on strike for a pay rise of
£6 a week without strings.

They have completely re-
jected management’s proposals
for a productivity deal—a
deal for which, in any case,
they are prepared to ‘chip in’
only 15s a week.

The deal would cut out
tea-breaks, reduce the ratio
of mates to skilled men,
allow upgrading, flexibility of
labour and the introduction
of merit pay and an end to
the firm's contribution to the
sick pay scheme.

BY JOHN SPENCER

on relations with other Com-
monwealth countries, race re-
lations in this country and
the divisive effect on the
community. Another matter
for concern is the effect on
the Commonwealth Games,

‘I have taken into account
too the position of the police;
theére is no doubt as to their
ability to cope with any situ-
ation which might arise, but a
tour of this nature would
mean diverting police re-
sources on a large scale from
their essential ordinary duties.”

But, of course, Callaghan
has still made no move to ban
the tour.

The Union of Post Office
Workers announced today
that it will ask the Post Office
to withdraw its recorded re-
sults service for the South
African tour.

BOOTS
RALLY

BOOTS’ chemical group ral-
lied on the London stock ex-
change yesterday following an
announcéement of a £1 million
rise in profits.

Profits for the year ending

March rose to over £20
million on sales of £224
million.

FURTHER details released on
the secret meeting held re-
cently at Eastbourne between
building employers and union
leaders make it quite clear
that major emphasis is being
put by these people on the
spreading of job evaluation
methods throughout the con-
struction industry.

They evidently see this as a
means of ‘rationalizing’ the
wages system in line with the
government’s policy of elimin-
ating so-called ‘wage drift’.

The current issue of the
building trade paper ‘Con-
struction News’ gives details
from a special document on
job evaluation in building
drawn up for the employers
by Professor Phelps Brown,
the man who recently chaired
the government-sponsored re-
port on labour-only in
contruction.

The proposed scheme would
work as follows:

FIRSTLY a panel is set up

~ Job evaluation threat to

building workers

BY BERNARD FRANKS

which draws up a description
of each job on a site—the
operaticns it covers and the
tasks involved.

NEXT, each job is looked at
in terms of certain require-
ments considered as import-
ant by the employers.

Skills

These are: physical skills
(including degree of exertion),
mental - skills and acquired
knowledge, responsibility and
job. environment (exposure
and discomfort involved in
the job and risk of accidents).

It is not proposed that
every job is looked at in this
way.

Certain tasks will be ex-
amined in detail and then
used as standards or ‘bench-
marks’ and other similar jobs
will be compared with these.
THIRDLY, points are awarded
for certain qualities associated
with these requirements.

For example under physical
skills, using a five-point scale,
a heavy job might be awarded
five points, a job which re-
quires continuous effort but
is not excessively heavy might
be given three points, while
a light job might be given
one point.

Regarding the rating system
—the method by which each

- member of the panel expresses
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Baraudy's
expulsion
confirmed

BY A WORKERS PRESS
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

THE FRENCH Communist
Party’s Central Committée
has expelled Roger Garaudy,
the ‘heretic’ who was until
recently one of the Party's
leading ideologues.

In doing so they ratified
the decision of his Party
cell to expel him—a de-
cision itself taken on the
basis of a document from
the Political Bureau recom-
mending expulsion.

The unanimous decision
to oust him—for ‘leading an
anti-communist crusade’ —
comés at the height of a
furore sparked by Garaudy's
statement that the Party
leadership had provided the
Czech Stalinists with docu-
ments for use against
Alexander Dubcek, now
suspénded from the Czech
Party and ‘under investiga-
tion’ by a special commis-
sion.

Garaudy at tile PCF’s
February Congress

Garaudy has said that
despite his expulsion he will
continue to be a ‘com-
munist militant’,

The paradox in the affair
is that on most questions,
his political position is, if
anything, to the right of the
French Party.

He claims the working
class no longer has the
main révolutionary role in
developed capitalist society.

Yet what has really led to
his expulsion is his raising
of certain questions about
the policy of the Party
leadership that are poten-
tially explosive among com-
munist militants and in the
working class.

Before he raised the ques-
tion of the Party leader-
ship’s collaboration in the
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~ pre-election

Pilkington workers who voted twice on Wednesday to stay on
strike were meeting again yesterday.

Glass men under
L.U.C. pressure
~ to end strike

St Helens, Thursday

FEARS ABOUT Trades Union Congress inter-
vention in the seven-week-old stoppage of
Pilkington glassworkers grew here this afternoon
as the rank-and-file strike committee called for
an evening mass meeting.

Members of the com-
mittee, which has led the
strike since the desertion
of General and Municipal
Workers’ Union officials,
said that the outcome of
the meeting would deter-
mine whether or not they
would travel to London
for discussions with TUC
general secretary Victor
Feather.

Feather made clear earlier
today that the Congress’s
General Council offer of sup-
port for the strikers’ main
demands was conditional on
a return to work.

Meanwhile GEMWU general
secretary Lord Cooper, speak-
ing at the union’s annual con-
ference in Scarborough, said
that he was ‘fervently hoping
for a return to work to-
morrow morning’.

However most strikers re-
mained solidly out today in
the face of continued attempts
to create a split which would
force them back to work on
Pilkington’s terms. - -

Inflated

Even the company’s estim-
ate of the number who went
into its six factories this
meoerning—a figure which was
again described by the strikers
as highly inflated — dropped
by over 100.

The seven-week-old strike
has served unmistakable
notice that the working class
is flexing its muscles, likes
the feeling and is not going
to be easily trapped back into
its old coop by government
inquiries, trade union man-
oeuvres or even outright
police brutality.

Like Devon's five-month-old
Centrax strike, which ended
in victory for the strikers in
March, it has already shown
a determination which has
scared the pants off the
Tories.

Ballot

Hence last week’s unsuc-
cessful attempt by the press
to create a ‘Reds-under-the-
bed’ scare which would fuel
Tory  speech-
making and whip the middle

By our Industrlal reporter

THHERR R

PICKETS
JAILED

ROBERT  Cheshire and
Edward Wilton, Pilkington
pickets, were each sen~

tenced to a total of three
months’ imprisonment at St
Helens yesterday on charges
of malicious wounding and
intimidation.

TR

class in behind Heath's anti-
union, anti-immigrant, pro-
‘law-and-order’ programme.

When even clergymen’s
assistance with the General
and Municipal Workers’ secret
ballot failed to deliver the
goods, big guns were trained
on St Helens.

Of course, no one really
thought that the strikers
would take much notice of
court of inquiry chairman
Professor John Wood's Tues-
day appeal for a return to
work.

But no one should be
fooled by the conciliatory
surface appearance of the
inquiry.

Strike committee treasurer
John Potter looked danger-
ously close to falling into this
trap when he told yesterday
morning’s mass meeting that,
during the first day’s hearing,
‘the two *“naughty boys” at
the inquiry were not us, but
® PAGE FOUR COL. 9 —»
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May
jobless:
Most
since
1940

THE LATEST figures on
unemployment issued yes-
terday show the highest
May level since 1940.

On May 11, the number of
wholly unemployed was
579,235 which is 2.5 per cent
of the total number of em-
ployees, compareéd to 2.3 per
cent in May last year.

The response of the Labour
government to these figures
will undoubtedly be to em-
phasize the fact that this is
the first time unemployment
has fallen below 600,000 this
vear and 37,420 less than last -
month,

However, the June edition
of ‘Management Today’ makes
clear that the response of the
employérs to the wages offen-
sive will mean ‘higher unem-
ployment—disguised in com-
ing months because of the
normal seasonal demand for
labour’.

It warns that bankruptcies
dnd business failures are on

| the increasé as companies are

hit by rising labour costs and
tight credit facilities.

In larger companies the
government’s  retreat from
anti-union legislation has

accelerated the drive for pro-
ductivity and ‘the trend to
shed labour to offset wage
increases will accelerate’.

DOMINATES

While the worsening eco-
nomic crisis dominates every
party’s election campaign,
none will speak out on the
developments which must take
place later this year.

As the ‘Financial Times'
comments: ‘Once the pre-
election boom has run its

course, the road to rising un-
employmeént will become
plain’.

Pay claim
justified
says N.U.T.

THE NATIONAL Union- of
Teachers said yesterday that
the 2.1-point increase in the
cost of living index in April
completely justified the union’s
claim for a £135 interim in-
crease from April 1 this year.

The union was commenting
on the DEP's cost-of-living
figures which shows the big-
gest month-to-month increases
since the retail prices index
began in its present form five
years ago.

The NUT said that the
April index represented an in-
crease since July 1967 of 16.7
per cent, while their own pro-
jection had been 16.6 per cent
—a figure disputed by the
management side.

What the NUT omitted to
explain was why the teachers
finally won only £120. The
leadership’s refusal to mobi-
lize for an all-out strike, de-
spite the willingness of the
members to fight, means that
teachers have suffered a wage
cut.

New P.O.
pay claim

NOTICE that the Union of
Post Office Workers would be
pressing later this year for a
substantial pay increase for its
200,000 members was given at
the union’s Isle of Man con-
ference yestérday.

The size of the demand,
said the UPW executive, had
not yet been decided.

Socialist Labour League

PUBLIC MEETING

For working-class action to defeat
American imperialism in
Vietnam and Cambodia

Sunday, May 24, 7.30 p.m.
Beaver Hall (near Mansion House tube)

Speaker :
MIKE BANDA, Editcr of Workers Press

admission 2s
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THE POLICE are on the
side of the Tory Party.

That was the message which
came over loud and clear
from the Police Federa-
tion’s Llandudno confer-
ence this week.

The ‘law-and-order’
gramme
welcomed by the confer-
ence—with its appeals for
the restoration of the
gallows, more powers to
deal with demonstrators
and an end to reform of
police complaints pro-
cedure —is not a whit
different from the elec-
tion agitation of Heath
and Powell.

Speakers at the conference
displayed real enthusiasm
for the prospect of break-
ing demonstrators’ heads
and taking firm action
against . the ‘way-out
caterwauling minority’.

The ‘way-out minority’ pre-
sumably includes such
people as the St Helens’
workers whose  strike
pickets suffered the full
police treatment outside

pro-

the Pilktngtea“glass fac-

tories on Monday.

Yesterday the conference
voted unanimously for
more firearms training and
called for intensive re-
search to develop new
weapons for police use.

As a reward for their en-
dorsement of the Tory
election campaign, the
police demanded a pay
rise.

However, like the scab
union it is, the Police
Federation began its con-
ference by ruling out any
industrial action to
achieve their pay rise.

Instead, they rely on their
masters to ‘see them all
right’ when they come to
put . their anti-working-
class programme into ac-
tion.

There has long been a wide-
spread myth in Britain
that the police stand
above politics, that they
are somehow ‘impartial’,
devoted only to keeping
the peace and helping old
ladies over the road.

The Llandudno conference
has brought down the
truncheon on this par-
ticular fairy story.

These ‘impartial public ser-
vants’ are more and more
shaping up as a Tory
private army.

Llandudno is a mirror of the
future Toryism offers the
working class: the rapid
development of a police
state directed against all
the rights of workers.

It takes place against a
background of mounting
witch-hunts against mili-
tant trade unionists as
the most vicious election
since the war gets under
way.

In this Tory campaign the
police have becn allotted
a very definite role. They
are playing it to the full.

G.L.C. staff
lobby talks

MEMBERS of the Greater
London Council Staff Asso-
ciation demonstrated outside
the GLC’s County Hall head-
quartérs yesterday afternoon
during talks between union
officials and their employers.

Pressure from rank-and-file
members has forced re-nego-
tiations of last year’s 3}-per-
cent pay settlement with a

_view to achieving 15 per cent

increases.

enthusiastically
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A Tory plot
to catch votes

BY THE EDITOR

IN THE manufacturing of ‘Red Plots’, forged
documents, perjured evidence, distorted news
and provocation there is no body so comsum-
mate as the British capitalist class and its press.

US officers now
lead Cambodian

For over a century it
has wused these tech-
niques to mould ‘public
opinion’, to manipulate
the middle class, to ex-
pedite colonial wars,
whip up imperialist war
hysteria and facilitate
election victories for the
ruling class.

In this sense the
British press, reflecting
the traditions of the
Tory ruling class, has
earned itself the unigue’,,
distinction of being 'a
pioneer in fraud and the
protagonist of journal-
istic venality.

Admittedly without all
this colossal fraud the
ruling class—even with the
aid of the church — could
not survive.

In the last céntury the
press —to be precise ‘The
Times’ — tried to discredit
the Irish  Parliamentary
Movement and slander its
leader, Parnell, with its in-
famous  serialization of
‘Parnellism and Crime’ and
the publication of a monu-
mental forgery intended to
incriminate Parnell in the
murder of Lord Cavendish
and Mr Burke.

The author of the forgery,
Piggott, shot himself after
confessing guilt. ‘The Times’,
however, did not.

In the 20th century, as
the interests of the ruling
class came more and more
into violent conflict with
the working class and the
colonial peoples, the capi-
talist press has excelled
itself in the art of slander
and provocation, particularly
in relation to the left-wing
movements.

- Neotorious

The most notorious éx-
ample of this kind of rascal-
ity was of course the
‘Zinoviev letter'—a fabrica-
tion of the capitalist class
which played an important
role in securing a massive
majority in parliament for
the Tories in the General
Eléction of 1924,

Without this victory the
preparations for 1926 by
Churchill could not have
been carried out.

Now once again the
carrion crows of Fleet
Street are on the wing
scanning the political
horizons desperately for a
new victim and filling the
air with their raucous
lies.

Having persuaded the
Labour leaders to go to the

‘polls on the basis of con-

trived sgatistics, these scav-
éngers are now moving in
to ensure a Tory victory by
creating the kind of mood
and atmosphere in which
provocations flourish and
witch-hunts multiply.

(As for the forgeries, they

" will come later.)

The beginning of this
campaign was the monstrous
attack by the press on
Rosemary Whippe and the
Socialist Labour League.

The Workers Press cor-
rectly warned at the time
that this was a crudely con-
ceived political stunt to
stampede the floating voter
and that those, like Intér-
national Socialism and the
Communist  Party, who
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~ May £1.000
Appeal Fund
loday stands at

£401 3s ai

ANOTHER good post. Yes-
terday we received £70 10s,
almost the same as the day
before.

This is a real indication
that our comrades are fight-
ing hard for our paper and
they won’t be disappointed.
We shall be publishing some
very good news tomorrow
which we think will make
every one of our readers
extremely happy.

With nine days to go we
need to raise £598 14s 7d.
Keep up the pace and send
us in the largest possible
donation you can over the
weekend.

Post it to:
Workers Press
Appeal Fund,
186A Clapham High Street,

London, SW4,
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REPORTS from Phnom
Penh confirm that Cam-
bodian troops are now
fighting under the orders
and leadership of US army
officers.

A US-led and trained bat-
talion of Cambodian con-
ccrints was -yesterday thrown
into a river-borne attack on
Tonle Bet, the strategic East
bank ferry town on the
Mekong River.

A Cambodian army officer
stated that the force was act-
ing under US orders, and the
whole operation had nothing
to do with the Cambodian
army.

As Nixon’s June 30 dead-
line for withdrawal from Cam-
bodia approaches, US forces
become éver more deeply
committed to his Cambodian
adventure.

Contradiction

It is this flagrant contradic-
tion between the official state-
ments of the Nixon adminis-
tration and the reality of the
war that is accelerating the
démoralization and unrest in
the US armed forces.

Every extra day in Cam-
bodia brings new problems of
discipline and morale for US
officers.

Whole companies proclaim
their open hostility to the
war, and treat their superiors
with thinly - disguiséed con-
tempt.

Reporters and observers in
Cambodia and Vietnam are
stating that Nixon’s invasion
force has all the hallmarks of
a defeated, not victorious
army.

This latest development of
US - supervised Cambodian
units will déepen the crisis in
the ranks of Nixon’s army.

G.l. DEATHS
INCREASE

US BATTLE deaths in Indo-
China last week reached 217
—the highest figure for nine
months, The total was 49 up
on the previous week. 77 of
the fatalities were amongst
troops fighting in Cambodia.

troops

BY A WORKERS PRESS
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

~ Still no ban
on Springhok
cricket tour

HOME SECRETARY James Callaghan’s formal request
to the chairman of the Cricket Council to ‘withdraw
their invitation’ to the S African touring team is almost
certain to be discussed by today’s Council meeting.

The request, sent to Mr
Maurice Allom, the Council’s
chairman, followed a three-
hour meeting at the Home
Office where Callaghan dis-
cussed the tour with Council
mémbers.

In his letter, Callaghan gave
five reasons for his request.

‘We have had particularly
in mind the possible impact

Sovex
strikers -

want £6—

no strings

MEMBERS of the engineer-
ing, boilermakers’ and trans-
port unions at the Sovex
factory in Erith, Essex, are
on strike for a pay rise of
£6 a week without strings.

They have completely re-
jected management’s proposals
for a productivity deal—a
deal for which, in any case,
they are prepared to ‘chip in’
only 15s a week.

The deal would cut out
tea-breaks, reduce the ratio
of mates to skilled men,
allow upgrading, flexibility of
labour and the introduction
of merit pay and an end to
the firm’s contribution to the
sick pay scheme.

BY JOHN SPENCER

on relations with other Com-
monwealth countries, race re-
lations in this country and
the divisive effect on the
community. Another matter
for concern is the effect on
the Commonwealth Games.

‘I have taken into account
too the position of the police;
there is no doubt as to their
ability to cope with any situ-
ation which might arise, but a
tour of this nature would
mean diverting police re-
sources on a large scale from
their essential ordinary duties.’

But, of course, Callaghan
has still made no move to ban
the tour.

The Union of Post Office
Workers announced today
that it will ask the Post Office
to withdraw its recorded re-
sults service for the South
African tour.

BOOTS
RALLY

BOOTS’ chemical group ral-
lied on the London stock ex-
change yesterday following an
announcément of a £1 million
rise in profits.

Profits for the year ending
March rose
million on
million.

sales of £224

to over £20.

Job evaluation threat to
building workers

BY BERNARD FRANKS

FURTHER details released on
the secret meeting held re-
cently at Eastbourne between
building emplcyers and union
leaders make it quite clear
that major emphasis is being
put by these people on the
spreading of job evaluation
methods throughout the con-
struction industry.

They evidently see this as a
means of ‘rationalizing’ the
wages system in line with the
government’s policy of elimin-
ating so-called ‘wage drift’.

The current issue of the
building trade paper ‘Con-
struction News' gives details
from a special document on
job evaluation in building
drawn up for the employers
by Professor Phelps Brown,
the man who recently chaired
the government-sponsored re-
port on labour-only in
contruction.

The proposed scheme would
work as follows:

FIRSTLY a panel is set up

which draws up a description
of each job on a site—the
operations it covers and the
tasks involved.

NEXT, each job is looked at
in terms of certain require-
ments considered as import-
ant by the employers.

Skills

These are: physical skills
(including degree of exertion),
mental skills and acquired
knowledge, responsibility and
job environment (exposure
and discomfort involved in
the job and risk of accidents).

It is not proposed that

every job is looked at in this -

way.

Certain tasks will be ex-
amined in detail and then
used as standards or ‘bench-
marks’ and other similar jobs
will be compared with these.
THIRDLY, points are awarded
for certain qualities associated
with these requirements.

For example under physical
skills, using a five-point scale,
a heavy job might be awarded
five points, a job which re-
quires continuous effort but
is not excessively heavy might
be given three points, while
a light job might be given
one point.

Regarding the rating system
—the method by which each
member of the panel expresses
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Baraudy's
expuision
confirmed

BY A WORKERS PRESS
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

THE FRENCH Communist
Party’s Central Committée
has expelled Roger Garaudy,
the ‘heretic’ who was until
recently one of the Party’s
leading ideologues.

In doing so they ratified
the deécision of his Party
cell to expel him—a de-
cision itself taken on the
basis of a document from
the Political Bureau recom-
mending expulsion.

The unanimous decision
to oust him—for ‘leading an
anti-communist crusade’ —
comés at the height of a
furore sparked by Garaudy’s
statement that the Party
leadership had provided the
Czech Stalinists with docu-
ments for use against
Alexander Dubcek, now
suspénded from the Czech
Party and ‘under investiga-
tion’ by a special commis-
sion.

Garaudy at tile PCF’s
February Congress

Garaudy has said that
despite his expulsion he will
continue to be a ‘com-
munist militant’,

The paradox in the affair
is that on most questions,
his political position is, if
anything, to the right of the
French Party.

He claims the working
class no longer has the
main révolutionary role in
developed capitalist society.

Yet what has really led to
his expulsion is his raising
of certain questions about
the policy of the Party
leadership that are poten-
tially explosive among com-
munist militants and in the
working class.

Before he raised the ques-
tion of the Party leader-
ship’s collaboration in the
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Pilkington workers who voted twice on Wednesday to stay on
strike were meeting again yesterday.

Glass men under
L.U.C. pressure
~ to end strike

St Helens, Thursday

FEARS ABOUT Trades Union Congress inter-
vention in the seven-week-old stoppage of
Pilkington glassworkers grew here this afternoon
as the rank-and-file strike committee called for
an evening mass meeting.

Members of the com-
mittee, which has led the
strike since the desertion
of General and Municipal
Workers’ Union officials,
said that the outcome of
the meeting would deter-
mine whether or not they
would travel to London
for discussions with TUC
general secretary Victor
Feather.

Feather made clear earlier
today that the Congress’s
General Council offer of sup-
port for the strikers’ main
demands was conditional on
a return to work.

Meanwhile G&MWU general
secretary Lord Cooper, speak-
ing at the union’s annual con-
ference in Scarborough, said
that he was ‘fervently hoping
for a return to work to-
morrow morning’.

However most strikers re-
mained solidly out today in
the face of continued attempts
to create a split which would
force them back to work on
Pilkington’s terms. - -

Inflated

Even the company’s estim-
ate of the number who went
into its six factories this
morning—a figure which was
again described by the strikers
as highly inflated — dropped
by over 100.

The seven-week-old strike
has served unmistakable
notice that the working class
is flexing its muscles, likes
the feeling and is not going
to be easily trapped back into
its old coop by government
inquiries, trade union man-
oeuvres or even outright
police brutality.

Like Devon’s five-month-old
Centrax strike, which ended
in victory for the strikers in
March, it has already shown
a determination which has
the the

scared pants off

Tories.

Ballot

Hence last week’s unsuc-
cessful attempt by the press
to create a ‘Reds-under-the-
bed’ scare which would fuel
pre-election Tory  speech-
making and whip the middle

By our Industrial reporter

TN

PICKETS
JAILED

ROBERT Cheshire and
Edward Wilton, Pilkington
pickets, were each sen~-

tenced to a total of three
months’ imprisonment at St
Helens yesterday on charges
of malicious wounding and
intimidation.

HITHERITTTGUTT

class in behind Heath’s anti-
union, anti-immigrant, pro-
‘law-and-order’ programme.

When even clergymen’s
assistance with the General
and Municipal Workers’ secret
ballot failed to deliver the
goods, big guns were trained
on St Helens.

Of course, no one really
thought that the strikers
would take much notice of
court of inquiry chairman
Professor John Wood’s Tues-
day appeal for a return to

work.

But no one should be
fooled by the conciliatory
surface appearance of the
inquiry.

Strike committee treasurer
John Potter looked danger-
ously close to falling into this
trap when he told yesterday
morning’s mass meeting that,
during the first day’s hearing,
‘the two “naughty boys” at
the inquiry were not us, but
@ PAGE FOUR COL. 9 >
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May
jobless:
Most
since
1940

THE LATEST figures on
unemployment issued yes-
terday show the highest
May level since 1940.

On May 11, the number of
wholly unemployed was
579,235 which is 2.5 per cent
of the total number of em-
ployees, comparéd to 2.3 per
cent in May last year.

The response of the Labour
government to these figures
will undoubtedly be to em-
phasize the fact that this is
the first time unemployment
has fallen below 600,000 this
year and 37,420 less than last
month.

However, the June edition
of ‘Management Today’ makes
clear that the response of the
employérs to the wages offen-
sive will mean ‘higher unem-
ployment—disguised in com-
ing months because of the
normal seasonal demand for
labour’.

It warns that bankruptcies
dnd business failures are on
the increasé as companies are
hit by rising labour costs and
tight credit facilities.

In larger companies the
government's  retreat from
anti-union  legislation  has

accelerated the drive for pro-
ductivity and ‘the trend to
shed labour to offset wage
increases will accelerate’.

DOMINATES

While the worsening eco-
nomic crisis dominates every
party’s election campaign,
none will speak out on the
developments which must take
place later this year.

As the ‘Financial Times’
comments; ‘Once the pre-
election boom has run its

course, the road to rising un-
employment will become
plain’.

Pay claim
justified
says N.U.T.

THE NATIONAL Union- of
Teachers said yesterday that
the 2.1-point increase in the
cost of living index in April
completely justified the union’s
claim for a £135 interim in-
crease from April 1 this year.

The union was commenting
on the DEP’s cost-of-living
figures which shows the big-
gest month-to-month increases
since the retail prices index
began in its present form five
years ago.

The NUT said that the
April index represented an in-
crease since July 1967 of 16.7
per cent, while their own pro-
jection had been 16.6 per cent
—a figure disputed by the
management side.

What the NUT omitted to
explain was why the teachers
finally won only £120. The
leadership’s refusal to mobi-
lize for an all-out strike, de-
spite the willingness of the
members to fight, means that
teachers have suffered a wage
cut.

New P.O.
pay claim

NOTICE that the Union of
Post Office Workers would be
pressing later this year for a
substantial pay increase for its
200,000 members was given at
the union’s Isle of Man con-
ference yestérday.

The size of the demand,
said the UPW executive, had
not yet been decided.

Socialist Labour League

PUBLIC MEETING

For working-class action to defeat
American imperialism in
Vietnam and Cambodia

Sunday, May 24, 7.30 p.m.
Beaver Hall (near Mansion House tube)

Speaker :
MIKE BANDA, Editcr of Workers Press

admission 2s
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As June 18 approaches Workers Press will be
talking to members of the labour movement
from all over Britain about the general
election. Below, three trade unionists from
Merseyside-all of whom have first-hand
experience of the problems of unemploy-
ment, closures and productivity deals which
plague the area-give their views about the
issues in the election and of the past five-and-
a-half years of Labour government.

]
HARRY SHULT is a
member of the Amal-
gamated Engineers
and Foundryworkers’
Liverpool district com-
mittee and sits on the
executive of the Huy-
ton, Prescot and Kirk-
by Trades Council.

A life-long Labour
Party member and
now delegate from
Kirkby AEF No. 2
. branch to the Consti-
uency Labour Party
which sent Harold Wil-
son to Westminster in

1964, he told the
Workers Press:
P

WHEN WE returned a Labour
government under what we
thought was Wilson’s left-wing
leadership, for the first time
there was a feeling in the con-
stituéncies that we could expect
socialist policies.

I would now say that he has
turned a somersault on the con-
stitution and principles of the
Party on every issue; from Viet-
nam to the incomes policy. His
flirtation with capitalism will be
the downfall of the Labour gov-
ernment—as MacDonald’s and
Attlee’s were—and has already
been responsible for the over-
turn of Labour councils all over
the country.

If the Labour Party is re-
turned to power in the election
that’s coming up it won’t be on
account of its policies, but be-
cause of the threat from a Tory
government if they get back.

The Common Market’s cer-
tainly going to be a big issue
and our MP, Wilson, is as deter-
mined to push us into it as the
Tories. But everyone can see
from the wave . of strikes there’s
been in Italy, France and Ger-
many that it’s not all roses by
any means after 12 years of it.

On Merseyside we’ve always
had a particular problem with a

HAROLD

WILSON :

‘Turned a somersault ...’

‘It the Labour Party is
returned to power in -the
election that’s coming up, it
won’t be on account of its
policies, but because of a
threat of a Tory government

if they get back . .’

high

Even during the boom we had
13,000 or so out and since the
advent of productivity deals and
the rationalization of companies
—used to dismiss workers from
their jobs—we’ve had one of the
highest rates in the country.

*

Workers must realize that in-
stead of selling hard-won con-
ditions they must press the em-
ployers for wage claims out of
their profits with no ‘strings’.

rate of unemployment.

Cammell-Laird’s had product-
ivity deals and now the labour
force is practically half what it
was. The same thing happen
in Fisher-Ludlow’s and about
300 went out in six months.

After the rationalization at

STILL AVAILABLE

Special 64 page issue

Fourth International

A Journal of International Marxism

Published by the International ~Committee of the Fourth International

186a Clapham High Street, London, S.W.4
Editors: Tom Kemp, Cliff Slaughter
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English-Electric you've even got
factories being shut down.

Mechanization on the docks is
cutting down the labour force
and giving the employers 50-100
per cent more output from half
the men.

This won’t be solved by the
government’s regional policy and
their regional boards; we have to
deal with the immediate -pro-
blem. Anyway, the whole re-
gional policy could fall down if
the government changes.

*

When they build new factories
stocked with new equipment
they’re only employing half the
jobs that are needed and the
young boys leaving school in par-
ticular can’t be accommodated.

In the case of some factories
built under the development
policy in recent years—again,
Fisher-Ludlow’s, where they make
the dearest washing-machines, is
a good example—there are now
more redundancies because
people can’t afford these goods
now.

How do we stop the rot?

We have proved that workers
can run industry; the trade
union movement itself is a big-
ger organization than any indus-
try in the country. Trade union-
ists must demand total nation-
alization of all the industries—
in line with Clause 4 of the
Labour Party’s constitution —
with full workers’ control, not
‘participation’.

It’s only through this that we
can achieve a socialist system
and the socialist state that mem-
bers of the Labour Party ex-
pected from Wilson’s first elec-
tion.

about the
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‘The decline in support for Labour at local level
—they lost control here in the council election
just recently-is due to a lack of policy on any of
these issues. No worker is ever inspired to say

he stands by the policies of the Labour Party ...

FRANK GALE, secret-
ary of the Birkenhead
branch of the Con-
structional  Engineer-
ing Union and dele-
gate to the Birkenhead
Trades Council, said:

I

MY ATTITUDE to the election
is that there will be a pro-
Labour vote because workers are
opposed to the idea of the Tories
getting back.

While we're going to have ‘to
return Wilson and company, 1
think we’'ve got to stress our
strong political differences with
them and continue building up
strong rank-and-file activity for
socialist policies.

This is a different position be-
cause we know parliament can’t
be an instrument of socialist
advance. In fact the ruling class

itself might drop the whole idea’
of parliamentary democracy; the:

more we put the pressure on the
more they’re going to have to
resist by other means. :
What this indicates is the
need for a revolutionary party.

The situation at Cammell-
Laird’s here shows the sort of
problem facing those on the left
who know that the shipbuilding
crisis is simply a reflection of the
crisis facing capitalism inter-
nationally.

*

It's difficult to talk about re-
solving this in a principled way
since all the sort of government
we've got at the moment can
do is give hand-outs—they've
done this wherever workers have
shown their strength.

Of course we must keep up
the pressure for these hand-outs,
but they must soon come to an
end and workers will see that a
much more far-reaching solu-
tion is required.

If these shipyards are to be
bolstered up they must first
produce things that people need.
1 think many of those in this
area who made the error of sup-
porting the Polaris programme
are now seeing that this was a
flash in the pan.

*

The decline in support for
Labour at a local level—they
lost control here in the council
election just recently—is due to
a lack of policy on any of thgse
issues. No worker is ever in-
spired to say he stands by the
policies of the Labour Party.

And far from correcting this,
the Party leadership in this area
is moving further and further to
the right—they even wanted to
congratulate Edward Dell on his
performance ovér Cammell-
Laird’s!

But on the whole the idea that
our problems can be solved at
local level has fallen completely
flat.

*

We must support the call for
nationalization of the industries
as a step in the direction of
what we require, but without
workers’ organizations taking
action there’s a danger we'll just
be inheriting all the backlog.

Our branch has in fact sup-
ported the Young Socialists’ call
to go all out for a return of a
Labour government against the
Tory policies while pointing out
all the time our differences with
the Labour leaders.

We congratulated them on
their recent Scarborough con-
ference.

need...

‘If these shipyards are to be
bolstered up they must first
produce things that people

nions and labour

JOHN HARRIS, an
Amalgamated Engin-
eers and Foundry-
workers’ shop steward
. from Liverpool's Otis
Elevator factory, told
the Workers Press:
I

I WOULD say that it's the duty
of every worker to return a
Labour government in the gene-
ral election.

If we don’t do this the trade
union movement will be crucified
by Tory laws. We'll be back to
1906; they’ll make us serfs.

What impresses me is that
young people are seeing the need
for a socialist government.

We've got to stop mergers,
pay more attention to the pro-

‘What
impresses me
is that young
people are

- seeing the need

for a socialist
government . . J

blem of poverty—many workers
are still on very low rates of
pay. At the same time we must
halt the arms build-up and end
the government’s support for
wars in other countries.

The problems of companies
like Cammeéll-Laird’s are the
creation of the people who own
.thecrin——they should be national-
1Zzed.
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FRIDAY

TV

BBC 1

ITV

REGIONAL ITV

9.40-11.45 a.m. Schools. 12.25
p.m. Cymru'n galw. 1.30 Watch
with mother. 1.45-1.53 News and
weather. 2.05-2.25 Schools. 4.20
Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55
Banana splits. 5.35 Junior points
of view. 5.44 Adventures of Pars-
ley. 5.50 News and weather.

6.00 Entertaining with Kerr.
6.25 Television top of the form.
6.45 The Virginian.
7.55 Culture vultures:
Leslie Phillips in ‘Spring
Fever’.
Dick Emery show:
With guest Sandie Shaw.
8.50 News and weather.
9.10 The Forsyte Saga:

‘A Silent Wooing'.

8.25

10.00 Tony Blackburn’s cinema.

10.30 24 hours.

11.05 Something to hide:
‘The Studio™—the second
play in Arden Winch’s
trilogy.

11.30 Weather.

REGIONAL

All regions as BBC 1 except:

Midlands _and East Anglia: 6.00-6.25
Midlands today. Look East, weather.
11.32 News, weather. Weekend pro-

spects for anglers. Road works
report.

North of England: 6.00-6.25 Look
North, weather. 11.32 News,
weather.

Wales: 12 noon-1.30 Cricket., 1.30-

1.45 Ar lin man. 6.00-6.25 Wales to-
day, weather. 6.45 Heddiw. 7.05
Dyna wall. 7.30 Week in week out.
7.55-8.25 International amateur box-
ing: Wales v Ireland. 10.00-10.30
Liygad y geiniog. 11.32 Weather.

Scotland : 6.00 Reporting Scot-
land. 6.15-6.25 General Assembly.
8.25-8.50 Current account. 11.32
News, weather.

Northern Ireland : 6.00-6.25 Scene
around six, weather. 11.32 News,
weather. .

South and West: 6.00-6.25 Points

West. South today. Spotlight South-
West, weather, 11.32 News, weather.
Weekend road works report.

11.00

a.m.-3.00 p.m. Schools.

4.20 Anatomy of first aid. 4.40
Zingalong. 4.55 Atom Ant. 5.20
Tom Grattan’s war, 5.50 News.

6.03
6.30
7.00
7.30
8.30
9.00

10.00
10.30

11.00

11.45
12.05

Today.
Peyton Place.
Wheel of fortune.

Gunsmoke:
‘Cattle Barons’.

Doctor in the house:
‘The Royal Visit’.
Manhunt:

‘Degrade and Rule’.

News.

Two shot golf introduced
by Sean Connery:

Tony Jacklin v Doug
Sanders. :
Agquarius introduced by

Humphrey Burton:

A look at the Cannes film
festival.

Out of town.

a.m. Trends or gimmicks?

BBC 2

11.00-11.20 a.m. Play school.

7.05

7.30
8.00

8.25
9.10

10.45

p.m. Heritage:

‘The High Cost of Cheap
Food’.

News and weather,
Wheelbase:

World Cup rally—Rio to
Santiago.

The spoils of Poynton:
‘Retribution’.

World cinema:

‘David and Lisa’ with Keir
Dullea and Janet Margo-
lin. Two young people at

a school for disturbed
adolescents gain one
another’s confidence and
establish a genuine
friendship.

Line-up.

CHANNEL: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.02
Puffin’s birthday greetings. 4.13 En-
chanted house. 4.20 Ghost and Mrs
Muir. 4.55 Captain Scarlet. 5.20 Lon-
don. 6.00 News, weather. 6.10 Channel
report. 6.55 Crossroads. 7.00 Cartoon
time. 7.05 Dr in the house. 7.35 Movie
of the week: ‘The Over-the-Hill Gang’
with Pat O’Brien and Walter Brennan.
9.00 London. 10.30 Finders seekers.
11.00 London. 11.40 News, weather in
French, weather.

WESTWARD. As Channel except: 4.00
News. 4.02 Gus Honeybun show. 6.00
Diary. 6.25 Sports desk. 11.45 Faith
for life. 11.51 Weather.

SOUTHERN: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.00
Houseparty. 4.15 Zingalong. 4.30 Cross-
roads. 4.55 Thunderbirds. 5.50 Lon-
don. 6.00 Day by day and scene south-
east. 6.30 Junkin. 7.00 London. 7.30
Weekend. 7.35 Dr in the house. 8.05
Hawaii five-o. 9.00 London. 10.30
NYPD. 11.00 London. 11.45 News,
11.55 Weather. Langley House.

HARLECH: 11.00-3.00. London. 4.20
Wind in the willows. 4.35 Junkin. 4.55
Thunderbirds.  5.50 London. 6.01
Report. 6.10 Bugs Bunny. 6.35 Cross-
roads. 7.00 Film: ‘Strange Cargo’ with
Clark Gable and Joan Crawford. Eight
men prepare their escape from a penal
colony. 9.00 London. 10.30 Funny you
should ask. 11.00 London. 11.45
Weather.

HTV (Wales) colour channel 41 as
above except: ' X
11.00 Y dydd. 11.30 Hyd a led. 12
midnight weather.

HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except:
6.01 Y dydd. 6.30-6.35 Report Wales.

ANGLIA: 10.58-3.00 London. 4.25
Newsroom. 4.35 Romper room. 4.55
Lost in space. 5.50 London. 6.00
About Anglia. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00
Survival. 7.30 It takes a thief. 8.30
London. 10.30 Aquarius. 11.30 ‘Dark
Eyes of London’ with Bela Lugosi.
A series of well-insured victims are
found in the river. 12.51 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 11.00-3.00 London.
4.02 Women today. 4.10 Peyton Place.
4.40 London. 4.55. Thunderbirds. 5.50
London. 6.00 ATV today. 6.55 Cross-
roads. 7.00 London. 7.30 Champions.
8.30 London. 10.30 That girl. 11.00
Aquarius. 11.45 Midland _member: Rt.
Hon. Sir Geoffrey de Freitas. 12.03
Pulse, weather.

ULSTER:
Romper room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Lost

reports. 6.35 Crossroads. 7.00 Cinema:
‘It’s Great To Be Young’ with John
Mills
musical about a music master (Mills)
whose sacking leads to a mass strike
by the pupils.
Sportscast.
Charles Cooper. 11.00 London.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00-3.00 London. 3.55
Houseparty.  4.10
Matinee. 4.50 Rainbow country. 5.20
London. 6.00 Calendar, weather. 6.30
Wheel
with Elizabeth Taylor, Victorio Gass-
man and John Ericson. A young con-
cert pianist falls in
second
career. 9.00 London. 10.30 Yorksport,
11.00 London. 11.45 Weather. P

(IEJRAN%DA:I
ews, Zingalong. 4.25 Short story. 4.

Thunderbirds. 5.50 London. 6.00yNew§5-
view. 6.05
Brewers.
lS}z:\inEi. d7.55 Dr
randed. 8.50 Put it in writing. 9.00
London. 10.30 Whiplash. 11.00 Lgondon‘

11.00-3.00 London. 4.30

space, 5.50 London. 6.00 UTV

and Cecil Parker. Comedy-

8.30 London.
10.55 Friday night

10.30
with

Zingalong. 4.25

of fortune. 7.00 °‘Rhapsody’

love and has

thoughts about his

musical

11.00-3.00 London. 4.15

Songs from the Two
6.30_Gilligan’s island. 7.00
in the house. 8.25

TYNE TEES: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.08
p.m. Newsroom. 4.10 Better driving.
4.40 London. 4.55 Cowboy in Africa.
3.50 London. 6.00 Today at six. 6.30
Voyage to the bottom of the sea. 7.30
Dr in the house. 8.00 It takes a thief.
9.00 London. 10.30 Aquarius. 11.15
Monster movies:  ‘Paranoiac’ with
Janet Scott and Oliver Reed.

BORDER: 2.00-2.37 London. 4.00
News. 4.02 Houseparty. 4.15 Judo.
4.40 London. 4.55 Lost in space. 5.50
London. 6.00 News. Lookaround. 6.35
Crossroads. 7.00 Roundabout. 7.35
Bracken’s world. 8.30 Dear Mother
New.: Love Albert. 9.00 London. 11.45
S.

SCOTTISH: 11.00-3.00 London. 4.20
Scotland early. 4.30 Crossroads. 4.55
Phoenix five. 5.25 Lone Ranger. 5.50
London. 6.00 Scotland now. 6.30 Sin-
cerely Bernadette. 7.00 London. 7.30
Name of the game. 9.00 London. 10.30
én“camera. 11.00 London. 11.45 Late
all.

GRAMPIAN: 10.58-3.00 London. 4.25
Survival. 4.55 Land of the giants. 5.50
London, 6.00 News. 6.10 Why on
earth? 6.30 Room 222. 7.00 London.
7.30 Saint. 8.30 Calum'’s ceilidh. 9.00
London. 10.30 Points north, 11.00 Lon-
don. 11.45 Epilogue.
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AN EVALUATION of
Ho Chi Minh’s political
role during nearly half a
century at the head- of
the Vietnamese revolu-
tion can only be made
with an understanding of
Stalinism  which  has
dominated and held back
its whole course.

Lacouture has been
unable to makeMsuch an
analysis because his approach
does not allow him t
penetrate beneath the most
superficial of appearances.

For Lacouture Stalinism as
a political force does not
exist.

Q

His Dbiography does not
measure up to the work of the
more acute bourgeois observers
who have some understanding
of the history of collusion
between the Stalinist bureaucracy
and imperialism.

The author’s method s
revealed by his own statement
that in analysing Ho Chi Minh’s
ideology: ‘I will quote from
friends and foes alike; and then
I shall try to work out a “middle-
of-the-road” interpretation’.

Eclecticism

This eclectisism lies behind a
major mistake in the book.

Lacouture is wrong when he
says that a democratic peace
and a ‘neutral’ position—which
is itself nonsense—oould at any
time be achieved in Vietnam by
negotiations with imperialism.

This held true for both occa-
sions when Ho was involved

in attempts to reach such a
settlement — within the French
Union (empire) from 1945 to
1946 and through the Geneva
talks of 1954.

As a Workers Press editorial
insisted, as Marxists have always
done, several months before the
breakdown of the Paris talks
following the escalation of the
war into Cambodia:

‘. . . the imperialist leopard
does not change its spots—or its
appetite—even when it agrees to
sit down at a conference table
with its colonial victim.’

The Vietnamese revolution,
developing in line with the Per-
manent Revolution, inevitably

comes into violent conflict with
imperialism.

As in the other colonial coun-
tries the struggle of the Viet-
namese workers and peasants
against imperialism poses at first
‘bourgeois-democratic’ tasks —
land distribution, democratic
rights and national self-determ-
ination.

Unable

But - the Vietnamese bour-
geoisie is so weak and depend-
ent on imperialism that it is
unable to carry through these
tasks.

The working class is there-
fore the only class which can
give leadership to the peasant
masses to achieve these demands.

Because this is so, socialist
tasks are on the historical
agenda, tasks which can only be
consolidated when the Vietna-
mese revolution merges with the
world socialist revolution.

Lacouture’s account flies in
the face of this conception as he
believes that a democratic peace
could have been achieved within
the French empire and later

ignores|

Stalinism'si

record in”

¢

Vietnam

through the 1954 Geneva confer-
ence.

Of the protracted negotiations
between Ho and the French
government from 1945 to 1946
he says:

‘. . . in the whole of this
drawn-out attempt to guarantee
bloodless revolution in friendly
accord with the colonial power,

The Geneva
Conference
(below) paved
the way for

g the puppet

. regime of

42% Diem (seen
left with US

- i ambassador to

S Vietnam,
Cabot Lodge).

these are the hours which do
him [Ho] most credit.’

Lacouture maintains that the
French leaders made a ‘mis-
take’ because they did not realize
how far Ho would relinquish
claims to sovereignty in return
for the unification of his coun-
try.

The events surrounding the
1954 Geneva conference are
treated in the same spirit.

Defeat

The French occupying forces
were withdrawn in April 1954
after their military position had
been shown to be untenable by
the decisive defeat at Dien Bien
Phu in the previous month.

The Vietminh were then the
only effective
country.

The Soviet bureaucracy agreed

. at Geneva to. the partitioning of

Vietnam into North and South
even though the United States
had made its intentions clear by
its refusal to sign the agree-
ment which was to exclude all
foreign military forces from the
South along with the promise
of elections to decide the ques-
tion of reunification by 1956!

Ho acted out his part in
implementing this compromise,
through which the Soviet bureau-
cracy worked to continue its co-
existence with imperialism.

He wrote to his comrades in
the South, soon to be exposed to
the savagery of the US puppet
regime of Diem, that they must
‘be capable of enduring the
present’ and argued that they
must not ‘put forward excessive

power in the

reviewed :
"PETER REID

conditions, unacceptable to the
other side’.

Stalinism always seeks to
blunt and destroy the struggle
of the working class whenever
it offers a decisive challenge 'to
capitalism,

Lacouture’s comment that . . .
to his credit he [Ho] spoke like
a man who anticipated that the
[Geneva] agreement would be
adhered to in the main’ misses
the mark completely.

Compromise

On these decisive questions
the author’s naive pragmatism
leads him to mask over Stalin-
ism’s betrayal in horse-trading
for a compromise with imperial-
ism, and conversely, that the
forward development of the
Vietnamese revolution is depend-
ent on a break from Stalinism.

Lacouture, of course, is bewild-
ered by Ho’s retention of his

leading positions after the cru-
ci9a1514events of 1946-1947 and after
1 .

A few empty phrases such as
Ho’s ‘incredible vitality’ ‘the
power of his legend’ and the
‘affection of the ordinary people’
are used in place of an explana-
tion of the workings of the
Stalinist bureaucracy and Ho’s
loyal service to it as a mediator
between the Vietnamese working
class and imperialism.

Lacouture’s rejection of a class
analysis reduces his evaluation
of Ho Chi Minh on occasions
to the Jlevel of the crassest
idealism.

A statement made by a US
officer in 1965 is quoted as evi-
dence ‘which nobody is likely
to dispute’:

‘What keeps the guerrillas
fighting, and the peasants sup-
porting them, is the magic sur-
rounding the name of Ho Chi
Minh.’
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When hé dies ‘the Vietcong's
resistance will crumble for lack
of inspiration’.

The limitations of Lacouture’s
method of analysis means that
the light he throws onto Ho’s
career is somewhat accidental to
his intentions.

Nevertheless the detailed nar-
rative — especially that of the
diplomatic manoeuvrings—is of
some value.

The most useful section of the
book describes ‘the protracted
negotiations with the de Gaulle
government before and after the
March 1946 agreement, although
the essential background for an
understanding of that period is
omitted.

Conspiracy

Ho took his cue from Stalin’s
post-war conspiracy with imperi-
alism to head off revolution
everywhere outside the territories
occupied by the Red Army.

He therefore demanded no
more than ‘independence within
the framework of the French
Union’, even though after the
collapse of the occupying Japan-
ese forces the Vietminh were
effectively in control of the
country.

. Ho tried for months to nego-
tiate more precise oconditions for

this mythical ‘independence’ to
replace the vague promises of a
‘free state’ that he had been
fobbed off with.

The French government used
this time to reverse their weak
military position in Indo-China.

Ho called on the population
to welcome the French troops
moving in to take over strategic
positions!

All those who fought for the
unconditional independence of
Vietnam were crushed in the
interest of establishing a ‘Franco-
Vietnamese democratic front'.

Numerous Trotskyists were
killed and Ho said of the mur-
der of the leading Trotskyist, Ta
Thu Thau:

‘All those who do not follow
the line I have laid down will be
broken’. This was the authentic
voice of Stalinism.

Ho was not only faced with
the opposition of leading politi-
cal opponents.

The Hanoi workers’ reaction
to the March 1946 agreement is
described as ‘oold and suspi-
cious’.

Lacouture, who was in Hanoi
at that time, writes of the mood
in the city just before Ho spoke
to a mass rally justifying the
treaty:

‘Our ears rang with the
charges which had been levelled
in the streets of Hanoi for the
past 24 hours (that he was a
traitor . . . a Communist who
had sold his country into the
hands of his French comrades).’

Even after hostilities broke out
in the last days of 1946, Ho
sent appeal after appeal to the
French government for their
cessation.

He said later that the only
reply he received was that his
letters were believed to bear a
forged signature and were for
that slender reason not con-
sidered.

Sacking

The sacking of the French
Communist Party ministers by
Prime Minister Ramadier in May
1947 soon brought contact with
ded Gaulle’s government to an
end.

One episode epitomizes this
period.

Bao Dai, later to become
puppet ‘emperor’ under the re-
established French rule, was
appointed a senior adviset to the
Vietminh government as a ‘sym-
bol of our will to remain within
the framework of the French
Union’.

He soon tired of his post and
moved to Hong Kong to begin a
social life which attracted the
attentions of the gossip column-
ists.

Ho wrote to Bao Dai: ‘Do mot
forget that you symbolize Viet-
nam and its history. Let your
life be worthy of the name
which you bear, of the land
which we share’.

Lacouture aptly comments: ‘It
is as though Robespierre were
writing to a Louis XVI who had
avoided arrest at Varennes and
inherited the tastes of Louis XV,

BAO DAI

Lacouture’s idealist method is
responsible for his making a
factual error about an important
aspect of the 1946-1947 events.

He argues that Ho was
encouraged in his efforts to come

to terms with de Gaulle’s gov- -

ernment because a third of it was
composed of French Communist
Party (PCF) deputies and another
third of socialist deputies.

In what is intended to be

supporting evidence for this
contention, the PCF’s ‘colonial -
line’ is wrongly described as

‘undecided’.

The ‘Indo-China Chronology’
published in Workers Press on
Thursday, May 7 removed all
doubt on this score.

PCF general secretary Thorez
amply fulfilled his boast that he
had not the °‘slightest intention
of being held responsible for a
sell-out of France's position in
Indo-China’.

Re-establish

The PCF deputies several
times voted for the war credits,
the bulk of which were desig-
nated to pay for the Expedi-
tionary Corps dispatched to re-
establish French rule over Viet-
nam.

The same men, on December
20, 1946, voted for a National
Assembly motion congratulating
General Leclerc for his offen-
sive against the Vietnamese.

The Stalinist ministers were
to remain in the Cabinet for
another five months after this
time and were  eventually
removed over another issue.

To ignore Stalinism’s record in
relation to Vietnam, as Lacou-
ture does, while writing a biog-
raphy of Ho Chi Minh is rather
like a surgeon who proceeds
solely on the basis of the external
appearance of his patient and
with just about as much effec-
tiveness.
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LAST WEEK’S unanimous
vote in the Senate approv-
ing the nomination to the
Supreme Court of Judge
Harry Blackmun brought to
an end an unprecedented
period of bitter political in-
fighting.

This not only kept a Supreme
Court seat vacant for the long-
est time since the Civil War, but
has made Nixon the only Presi-
dent this century to have two
successive nominations rejected
by the Senate.

Nixon made it clear during the
1968 election campaign that he
wanted to change the complex-
ion of the court, attacked by
Republicans for its ‘liberality’ on
questions of ‘law and order’, civil
rights and desegregation.

It has become conventional to
divide the Court’s judges into
‘liberals’ and ‘conservatives’.

L] L] L]
Divisions
This covers narrow but none-
theless important divisions of
opinion on capitalist law, especi-
ally over civil rights and the
trade unions.

The so-called ‘liberality’ of the
Court can be judged from one
decision last month.

Justice Hugo Black ruled that
a criminal defendant can lose his
right to be physically present at
his trial, may be cited for con-
tempt or be bound and gagged
in court for ‘unruly behaviour’.

This decision relates directly
to the Chicago conspiracy trial
ending in March which was
made notorious by Judge Julius
Hoffman.

His draconian measures to
control the defence included the
binding and gagging in court of
one of the defendants — Black
Panther leader Bobby Seale.

Nixon began his campaign
against the Court by securing the
resignation last May of Judge
Abe Fortas through a calculated
‘leak’ by the Attorney General’s
office of the Judge’s remote
association with a man con-
victed later of stock manipula-
tion.

The retiring Chief Justice Earl
Warren was replaced by a safe
conservative, Judge Burger.

The line-up on the Court was
thereby changed from six ‘lib-
erals’ to three ‘conservatives’ to
an even four-four — who dead-
locked over several issues—and
one vacancy.

Nixon’s first nomination for
this was Judge Haynsworth who
drew the opposition of the AFL-
CIO (the US counterpart of the
TUC) for his anti-labour deci-
sions and his record in civil
rights cases.

Evidence

Thé Senate rejected Hayns-
worth after hearing evidence that
he had presided over a case
involving a company in which he
had substantial share holdings.

Judge Carswell, also a South-
erner, was Nixon’s second and
more disastrous nomination.

During the Senate Judicial
Committee hearings his claims to
have ‘forgottén’ being involved
in turning a Florida golf course
into a whites-only establishment
were completely exposed.

Carswell’'s nomination was
defeated by the Senate, his
opponents showing that the
longer he stayed on the bench
the more appeals were being
successfully made against his
judgements.

Senator Fulbright, having pre-
viously supported Haynsworth
and then Carswell, was forced to
change his mind, declaring that
Carswell was ‘simply not up to
the job’.

Nixon’s third nominee was the
successful candidate, Judge Harry
Blackmun whose qualifications,

stockholdings and origin—Minne-

sota, safely outside the South—
were finally acceptable to the
Senate.

JUDGE CARSWELL

Union-Sponsored

Negro mavor calls
in National Guard

on Teamsters

THE TEAMSTERS (lorry
drivers) in their recent unofficial
strikes had to face not only the
vicious harassment by police and
National Guardsmen, but the
intervention of Cleveland’s mayor
Carl Stokes—a Negro Democrat.

At one stage more than 72,000
teamsters were out, closing down
trucking traffic in key areas like
Los Angeles, St Louis, Pittsburg
and Ohio.

A roving patrol system was
set up by the Ohio teamsters
able at very short notice to
mobilize 300 strikers to stop any
scab lorries in the area.

The same National Guardsmen
who shot down the four Kent
University students on May 4 had
previously been used in a vain
attempt to break the teamsters’
picket lines.

It was Cleveland mayor Carl
Stokes who called together

mayors from Ohio’s cities and
on their behalf requested state
governor Rhodes to call out the
National Guard to break the
strike.

Stokes, who complained about
the ‘violence’ of the strikers,
was put into office with the full
support of the AFL-CIO.

His actions show once again
the anti-working class nature of
the Democratic Party.

The US Stalinists, who are
trying to promote a ‘people’s
anti-monopoly coalition’ around
Democrats such as Stokes,
denounced Governor Rhodes for
sending in the National Guard.

But their paper ‘Daily World’
carefully covered up for Stokes.

It did not report that Rhodes
acted in response to Stokes’ call,
but only that Stokes had called
the mayor’s meeting to discuss
‘means of ending the strike’.

This

column,
situation in the United States will
appear every Friday.

dealing with the

Jobs figures UP

THE AFL-CIO last week
attacked the ‘bankrupt’ eco-
nomic policy of the Administra-
tion and was especially critical
of the unemployment rate which
last month jumped to 4.8 per
cent from 4.4 per cent in March.

This was the sharpest month-
to-month rise since the mild
recession of 1960 and compares
with 3.5 per cent at the beginning
of the year.

As the April figures have
already exceeded the Administra-
tion’s estimates for 1970 as a
whole Nixon’s aides now claim
that they will feel ‘severe dis-
appointment’ if unemployment
rises over 5.5 per cent by the
year’s end.

Unemployment

The March-April jump in
unemployment hit Negro work-
ers hardest of all, so that 87
out of every 1,000 black workers
are now unemployed.

While amongst the youth
under 20, four out of every 25
are out of work.

Nixon’s concern with the rising
militancy of the working class
in the face of these problems was
reflected in the unexpected visit
he paid to AFL-CIO President
George Meany last week.

Meany’s attack on the bank-
ruptcy of the Administration’s
licy significantly came after

what one US newspaper
described as ‘the warm and
friendly reception Mr Nixon

received from Mr Meany’ and his
executive council.

During the discussion the
executive repeated its willingness
to agree to wage oontrols if
Nixon imposed similar oon-
straints on  prices, profits,
dividends and rents.

Like their British counter-

parts the AFL-CIO leaders put
forward a programme whose
Utopian character is re-empha-
sized daily by the deepening eco-
nomic crisis.

They even advocate the selec-
tive allocation of credit ‘to where
it will do most good for America’
—as if Nixon, by a simple
remedy, could do what he has
signally failed to do, that is,
revive a stagnating economy

while reigning in the galloping
inflation.

NIXON

This is being seen for the
nonsense it is by more and more
workers who now face lower
average incomes than four years
ago.

This fall in real wages began
at the same time as the escala-
tion of the fighting in Vietnam.

This cannot but speed the
movement of the US working
class into the struggle against
the Indo-Chinese war.
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Closure
fears
behind
Kent
miners’
strike

1,200 miners at the Snowdown
Pit néar Canterbury are on
strike after
mass meeting on
three men put on to day wage
instead of contract work.

This involves a loss of some
£2 a shift for the mén con-
cerned.

Prior to a visit from repre-
sentatives of the
National Coal Board head-
quarters, pit officials
found that the men were be-
hind on their production
targéts.

One of the three men in fact

was off at the time because
he had fractured a finger when
a girder fell in the pit.

Together with the recent
change of management at
Tilmanstone and Betteshanger
pits, the men suspect that this
is an early warning of attempts
to close another Kent pit.

ALL TRADES
UNIONS ALLIANCE
MEETINGS

SW LONDON
Tuesday, May 26, 8 p.m.

Princes Head
Falcon Road, SW1l1

deciding at a
Tuesday
evening to take action over

Kent area

had

Dunlop

engineers
stay out

THE three-week-old strike of
1,500 engineers at Dunlop’s
Birmingham factory is still on,
following a vote yesterday
rejecting the union executive’s
recommendation for a return
to work.

In response to the workers’
demand for a £6 pay increase
without strings, the manage-
ment have offered £3, pro-

vided 100 ‘'engineers accept
‘voluntary’ redundancy.

WEATHER

London area, SE, central
southern and central northern
England, Midlands: Sunny
intervals, showers. Winds NW,
moderate or fresh, becoming
mostly light later. Near nor-
mal. Max. 16C (61F).

Edinburgh :. Sunny intervals.
Showers. Winds NW, fresh,
perhaps strong locally at first.
Rather cool. Max. 13C (55F).
Channel Islands, SW and NW
England: Sunny intervals,
showers. Winds NW, moder-
ate, becoming light SW. Near
normal. Max. 15C (59F). :

Glasgow area, N Ireland:
Mainly dry with sunny periods.
Becoming cloudy later with
a little rain in places. Winds
light, variable, becoming west-
erly, modérate. Near normal.
Max. 13C (55F).

Weekend outlook: Some rain
at first in the North and East.
Becoming mainly dry and
warmer with sunny periods.
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LATE NEWS

ARMY

WARNS ULSTER
CROWDS

Army headquarters in N Ire-
land yesterday warned that
anyoné who failed to break
away from a crowd told to
disperse faced arrest.

FRENCH TUBE STRIKE

Underground railway services
in Paris will be halted today
by a 24-hour strike called by
trade unions to back claims
for pay rises and better work-

ing conditions.

CALLAGHAN AND

SPRINGBOKS (See page one)
Home Secretary yesterday de-
General Election
had played any part in his
decision to ask the Cricket
Council to cancel the Spring-

nied that

boks tour.

The council would reply by
lunchtime today. He had no
further steps in mind an_d
thought the Cricket Council

‘a very reasonable body’.
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IN ONE of his rare political statements, Mao
Tse-tung has denounced the US invasion of
Cambodia and warned of the dangers of third

world war.

Broadcast on Wednes-
day by Peking Radio,
Mao’s statement called
on the Indo-Chinese
to fight ‘a protracted
people’s war’ against US
imperialism.

Mao expressed his
support for the Cam-
bodian government in
exile, formed by the
deposed Prince Norodom
Sihanouk, and his con-

fidence in the final
victory of the Indo-
Chinese peoples over
imperialism:

‘A weak nation can de-
feat a strong one, a small
nation can defeat a big one.
The people of a small
country can certainly defeat
aggression by a big country
if only they dare to rise
in struggle, take up arms,
and grasp in their own
hands the destiny of their
country. This is a law of
history.’

Threat

There is another law of
history also operating in
SE  Asia—the drive of
imperialism towards world
war. Mao—quite correctly
—drew attention to this
threat:

‘The danger of a new
world war still exists, and
the people of all countries
must get prepared. But
revolution is the main trend
in the world today.’

Mao’s firm statement con-
trasts vividly with the
latest utterances of the
Soviet bureaucracy, which,
apart from a few vague
references to ‘threats to
peace’ by Nixon, have been
directed at China.

On Monday, ‘Pravda’
carried a 5,000-word attack
on the Chinese CP leader-
ship, the most vicious since
the Sino-Soviet border talks

began in Peking seven
months ago.
China’s leaders  were

accused of ‘great-power
hegemonistic ambitions’.

Editorial

The wunsigned editorial
accused the Mao leadership
of fostering a war crisis in
South  East Asia, not
Nixon:

‘Whenever the inter-
national situation deterior-
ated [i.e. whenever US
imperialism launched a new
offensive against the semi-
colonial peoples], the Peking
leadership tried to aggravate
it and push the world to-
wards the war which Mao
Tse-tung had declared was
inevitable.’

This is a classic Stalinist
slander.

In fact, as his latest state-
ment shows, Mao has
warned against the dangers
of world war, emphasizing
that it can be averted by
revolutionary action:

‘. .. but revolution is the
main trend in the world
today’ [net the forces of
war].

‘Pravda’ charged China’s
leaders with having ‘actually
opened a front of struggle
against the world socialist
system . . .

Nixon, apparently, is not
guilty of such a crime.

Slander

Following their brief and
enforced ‘left’ manoeuvre
after the US invasion of
Cambodia, the Soviet Stalin-
ists are quickly redressing
the balance with a renewed
slander campaign against
the Chinese Communist
Party leadership.

Behind this smokescreen
of lies, new approaches can
be made to Nixon.

In fact, the Soviet bureau-
cracy’s strategy of peaceful
co-existence with imperial-
ism is one of the biggest
single factors in permitting
capitalism to mount a third
world war.

Firm working-class action
in all the major imperialist
countries is the only effec-
tive defence of the workers’
states, and the surest way
of blocking the imperialist
drive towards a third—and
last—-world war.

Danger of third
world war—Mao

BY ROBERT BLACK

London, factory of CAV
Wednesday to outline the
Acton site.

The proposals are believed
to involve a 30 per cent in-
crease in output based on a
thoroughgoing rationalization
of the factory.

The main element in the
rationalization is, of course,
the telecontrol system—the
‘spy - on - the - machine’ which
allows management to monitor
each worker minute by
minute and record details of
work and output.

According to management
figures, the overall introduc-
tion of telecontrol at Acton
could raise output by 30 per
cent, or allow the present
amount of work to be carried
out with 250 fewer operators.

EVADED

Management spokesmen at
the meeting are believed to
have evaded questions about
redundancies as a result of
telecontrol.

Few of the stewards appear
to have raised any serious
challenge to the management’s
plans and the atmosphere at
the meeting is believed to
have been ‘genial’.

In direct contradiction to
previous statements by lead-
ing stewards, the management
appears to regard the £1
interim rise won some weeks
ago as a down-payment on
the introduction of tele-
control.

Leading stewards are thought
not to have ‘challenged this
although they have main-
tained that the £1 was part
of the factory claim.

WORTHLESS

All management guarantees
about redundancies must be
thoroughly questioned.

The aim of increased output
and efficiency is to produce
more with less labour.

Use of the term ‘natural
wastage’ is also dangerously
misleading. It means that
people who leave, retire or
die are not replaced, and that
others take on their duties.

The future employment of
young workers is not for sale.

Telecontrol will allow
management to make full use
of departmental productivity
deals and introduce a general
speed-up.

Conditions will inevitably
deteriorate and discipline will
tighten.

Any increases gained in
exchange for the introduction
of this system will be swiftly
eroded by rising prices, rents
and fares, but the changes
will bring permanent benefits
to the CAV management.

CAYV directors have recently
been given rises of £2,000
each. No question of produc-
tivity is known to have been
involved in this substantial
pay rise.

Workers at Acton must in-
struct their shop stewards to
fight for the factory claim:
£6 a week for men, £8 for
women and girls without
strings.

There must be no sell-out
on telecontrol, which must
be completely rejected and
kept out of the factory.

Telecontrol
agreement
nearatC.A.V.?

BY A WORKERS PRESS CORRESPONDENT
REPRESENTATIVES of management at the Acton,

Ltd met shop stewards on
company’s proposals for the

o

One of the recent workers’ demonstrations for government reforms.

: NHS and
[aundry pay for
PIB.

BY A
CORRESPONBRENT

MRS Barbara Castle, DEP
secretary, has referred to the
Prices and Incomes Board the
pay and conditions of ancil-
lary workers in the National
Health Service and others in
laundries, dry cleaning and
contract cléaning.

Thousands of women wor-
kers will be affected by this
investigation into lower-paid
sections with a view to raising
productivity.

araudy

® FROM PAGE ONE

preparations for frame-ups
in Czechoslovakia, he was
booed by the delegatés at
February’s 19th Party Con-
gress for insisting that the
Congress should consider
the sending of coal by the
Polish government to help
Franco break the strike of
Asturian minérs.

Not broken

Garaudy has not, in fact,
broken from Stalinism.

On Tuesday he pursued
~—on television —his ‘dia-
logue’ with the Church,
joining in a discussion pro-
gramme with the reaction-
ary Jesuit Cardinal Danielou.

The leaders of Frénch
Stalinism are now trying—
by shouting ‘anti-commun-
ist!’ as loud and long as
possible, and by expelling
him bell, book and candle—
to bury the important ques-
tions raised in the ‘Garaudy
affair’.

They must not be allowed
to do so.

Czech trials

The report that three
Czechs prominent before
the Soviet invasion—Vaclav
Havel, Ludvik Vaculik and
Jan Prochazka — are to be
tried on the serious charge
of ‘conspiracy against the
Republic’ makes the fight
against frame-ups by the
Stalinist  bureaucracy an
urgent one.

This fight can only be
waged through the sharpest
political batle against those
who try, with secret deal-
ings and bureaucratic ex-
pulsions, to covér up the
international class questions
now forcing themselves to
the front in W Europe.

Tory plot to

catch
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failed to condemn un-

equivocally this capitalist
attack were aiding the witch-
hunt and preparing a noose
for their own necks.

We make no apologies for
our criticisms of the IS
group and its spokesman—
Terry Barrett—who refused
to withdraw the public slan-
der that Rosemary Whippe
‘wanted to be victimized’.

Nor do we retract any-
thing we said about the
scabby role of the ‘Morning
Star’ and the CP organizers
who refused to defend
Rosemary Whippe.

Our unconditional de-
fence of these groups against
the capitalist witch-hunt has
never meant that we keep
silent about their duplicity
and lack of principle in the
face of this witch-hunt.

Unity in action against
capitalist attack does not
imply a mutual amnesty on
political differences.

Our warnings about the
CAV-Girling witch-hunt
are being proved a thou-
sand times right now by
the line of the capitalist
press on the Pilkington
strike and the § African
cricket tour.

The press and its Tory
backers know that this elec-
tion, which ‘is so vital for
the Tories, will be decided
in the marginal seats and,
therefore, they have de-
cided to create the maxi-
mum confusion and fear in
the marginal constituencies
around the cricket tour and

IT WAS smiles all round
at the state banquet held
in honour of South
African Prime Minister
Vorster, currently visit-
ing Malawi at the in-
vitation of its president,
Hastings Banda.

Banda, once detained without
trial by British imperialism
for his activities as an
African nationalist, stated:

‘To see the head of state of
South Africa in my country
makes my life worthwhile.’

Grovelling before the white
supremacist Vorster, who
holds thousands of anti-
apartheid fighters in jail
without trial, Banda thanked
him for aid in building
Malawi’s new capital:

Accepted

‘Leaders of other black
African states call me the
odd man out in Africa. I
don’t mind at all. S Africa
extended the hand of
fri,endship and we accepted
it.

Vorster, by this
praise, similar
style:

‘S Africa’s national anthem
never sounded so beautiful
as when I heard it in
Malawi.’

After Wednesday's banquet
at Zomba, Vorster flew with
his foreign minister, Dr
Hilgard Muller, to the site
of the new capital Lilongwe,
where they inspected con-
struction work already in
progress.

S African exploitation of
Malawi labour is the com-
mon language that unites
black nationalist Banda and
white racist Vorster.

overcome
replied in

FOR THE first time since
the Second World War, an
Albanian trade delegation
was to arrive in Athens
yesterday, following the re-
cently signed trade agree-
ment.

Since Albania and Greece
are still officially at war,
the two countries have no
diplomatic relations.

But this has not pre-
vented the Albanian leader-
ship, like the Chinese and
Soviet leaders, from hasten-

ing to establish cordial

~ Albania trades with
Greek butchers

‘working’ relations with the
blood-stained torturers of
Greek workers and
socialists.

The Albanian
have gone further.

leaders

As was reported in the
May 13 Workers Press,
they have handed over to
the Greek authorities
political fugitives who make
their way into Albania—
consigning them to imprison-
ment and torture, if not
death.

Vorster and Banda

cement
friendship

S African premier Vorster (left) with Hastings Banda in the
Malawi capital Zomba on W ednesday.

votes

the wave of industrial
struggles now pending.

The Tories are being
assisted in this orchestrated

. attack by their allies in the

state apparatus—particularly
the police and the judges
who are demanding the
maximum exercise of capi-
talist ‘law and order’ against
all those who refuse to con-
form to establishment rules.

The demand of the Police
Federation for arms and the
use of unrestrained force
against demonstrators are
undeniable symptoms of
this trend in the ruling
class.

This is why we say, un-
equivocally, that the ground
is being laid for massive
provocations by the ruling
class and its agencies and
they are, reprehensibly, be-
ing assisted in this by the
cowardly retreats of Wilson
and Callaghan and, no less,
by the adventures of the
protest movement,

We cannot stress this too
much.

The cricket tour, which
Wilson, to his eternal shame
has refused to ban, is not a
matter of sport.

It is a gigantic politi-
cal manoeuvre by the
Tories and their racist
allies in S Africa to pro-
voke violence on a huge
scale in order to give
credence to their cam-
paign on ‘law and order’
and prejudice backward
workers and undecided
middle-class voters to
.bolt to the nearest poll-
ing station on June 18
and vote Tory.

The Tories in fact invite
protest and violence as a
sure-fire vote-getter.

If the Battle of Waterloo
was won on the playing
fields of Eton then the
battle of June 18—as far as
Heath is concerned—is go-
ing to be won at Lords and
Headingley.

We ask those in the pro-
test movement: is this what
you want ?

Mogbilize

The way to fight racism
is not to walk into a Tory
trap sprung with an odious
S African bait.

The only way to do this
is to mobilize the unions
and the whole labour move-
ment against any co-opera-
tion with this form of sport;
to demonstrate on these
policies; to demand of Wil-
son tht the S Africans be
deported and that every
person who feels nauseated
by racialism should vote
Labour on June 18 —as a
necessary step towards build-
ing alternative révolutionary
leadership.

We appeal to all workers
and students not to fall for
this Tory provocation and
turn to the real task at
hand : the defeat, on the
industrial and political field,
of the Tories and the build-
ing of an alternative to
Wilson.
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his opinion on how important
each requirement is — the
report states:

‘Members of the panel each
doing his own rating will not
come up with the same
answer every time. At first,
especially there will be many
divergencies.

‘But when the members

discuss these, they can often
reac}'l agreement. If they can-

not, their ratings can be
averaged.’
Also extra ‘weight’ would

be given to requirements con-
sidered more important than
others.

List

For example, whereas exer-
tion might be marked out of
five points training might be
marked out of ten or 15
points because it is considered
a much more important
quality.

All jobs having been evalu-
ated in this way they are

Job evaluatidn threat to

building workers

placed in an ordered list with
the jobs with most points at
the top and those with the
least at the bottom.

At this stage the report
explains:

‘There can be no question
of 100 different rates for 100
jobs, but the whole run of
jobs can be divided into say
seven or eight grades, with
a single rate of pay for all
the jobs in each grade.

This particular points-rating
system of job evaluation is
regarded by many work-study
consultants as the best way
of preparing for the introduc-
tion of Measured-Day Work
into a workplace.

Once the pay structure is
rationalized and all extras,
bonuses, etc., are consolidated
into the basic rate or other-
wise eliminated, it is possible
to relate the fixed payment
remaining to work-study times

and performance standards.
This system is also seen by
employers as a preparation for
the introduction of flexibility
of working and for the break-

ing down of demarcation
between trades.
Directed

Operatives will be expected
to do any job in their grade
as directed by management
on the basis that the work
is all paid at tHe same rate
anyway.

Job evaluation is not a
method of increasing wages
as the managements and
union officials will claim.

On the contrary it acts as
a spearhead for a campaign
by the employers to tie down
wages, cut back on jobs and
to prepare for a tremendous
speed up of all working

operations associated with the

building industry.

ITALY
Tension
mounts
as
strikes
end

BY DAVID BARNES
THE FOUR-DAY strike
of virtually all public
service workers in Italy
is scheduled to end to-
day in an atmosphere of
rising political tension.

Trade union leaders rejected
the offers made by the
government at Tuesday’s
meeting to discuss the de-
mands for sweeping govern-
ment reforms in housing,
health, social services and
transport, as well as price
curbs on important com-
modities to halt the rising
cost of living.

In addition to the government
and state agency employees,
POSTAL WORKERS struck
this week.

RAILWAYMEN are on strike
until this evening, and
TEACHERS have also taken
action.

AGRICULTURAL WORKERS
are striking by region
against the high levels of
unemployment in  many
rural areas.

FIIdKEMEN struck on Wednes-
ay.

REFORM DEMOS

The strike by particular sec-
tions of workers on their
own claims are more and
more closely linked with
the general movement of
the working class behind
the demands for reforms,
which have paralysed Italy
with a series of regional

general strikes in recent
weeks.
The government no longer

feels able to rule out the
possibility that the strike
movement, breaking free
of the ‘responsible’ control
of the Stalinist and Socialist
trade union leaders, may
spread to approach a
general strike.

The situation is the more
tense because all news-
papers except those of the
extreme right wing are shut
down by a week’'s strike
until next Tuesday after the
breakdown of negotiations
on a new labour contract.

BULLETINS

The Communist Party, and
some trade union organ-
izations, have started to
issue duplicated bulletins.

To this the state radio and

television channels have
responded by devoting
themselves even more

assiduously than wusual to
the utterances of Christian
Democratic politicians.
The developments of this
week are likely to produce
a bitterness in the campaign
for the June 7 regional
elections such as has not
been seen in Italy since the
period of the Cold War—
a Dbitterness which only
palely reflects the sharpen-
ing class hostility under-
neath. i

Glass
men

Mr  Pilkington and
Basnett’.

Its long-term purpose will
be to keep up the pressure
for a negotiated settlement
of the strike based on accept-
ance of the company’s new
productivity scheme tied to re-
conciliation with the G&EMWU.

Similar pressure will un-
doubtedly be brought to bear
by the Trades Union Con-
gress.

On the other side of the
coin from the government
inquiry is the brutal inter-
vention of the police and the
vicious sentences handed out
to pickets from the courts.

Feeling was growing amongst
strikers today against these
attacks from what they now
call ‘Pilkington’s private
army’.

Mr

Finance

A fund was set up by the
strike committee in order to
finance appeals by those
already sentenced and the de-
fence of those remanded on
bail.

Feather’s intervention today
became the vehicle for press
allegations — a  blatant ‘red
herring’—that strike leader
Gerry Caughey yesterday mis-
led the strikers about TUC
backing for their demands.

The Workers Press has one
question for those gentlemen
of the press who tried so
‘bravely’ to trap the strike
committee on this at yester-
day afternoon’s press con-
ference.

When are you going to turn
your attentions to Lord Pilk-
ington? Or to the G&MWU
——which  yesterday elected
Harold Norton, the district
official responsible for Pilk-
ington’s, as its vice-president?

Strikers were also extremely
bitter today about attempts
in this morning’s ‘Daily
Express’ to revive what,they
described as ‘the Red bdgey’
and. accused International
Socialism member Ross Hill
of assisting the paper in do-
ing this.
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