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After the Cambodian invasion

U.S. aggression

What
we
think

Peter

Fryer and
the S.LL

IN A LETTER to ‘The Times’
(May 5, 1970) dissociating
himself from the SLL Mr
Peter Fryer concludes by
stating ‘I have had no con-
nection with any of Mr
Gerry Healy's enterprises’,

The iminu;‘;iﬁ of .this moral- |

istic pe!:- Bl-urgeois rene-
gade is that the League and
the Workers Press are not
based on the working class
and do not fight for its
interests, but are, rather,
the patrimony of comrade
Healy and an expression of
dictatorial power by an in-
dividual.

This is a common slander
which enemies of and rene-
gades from the Trotskyist
movement have dug up
from the dustbins of the
capitalist class on many
occasions.

The purpose of this form of
abuse (it can hardly be
called argument) is to turn
the relationship of leaders
and leadership to the work-
ing class on its head and,
in fact, prevent any theor-
etical clarification and poli-
tical direction from being
given to the working-class
struggle for emancipation.

It presents the working class
as an inert and pliable mass
which is  unscrupulously

- used by brilliant but evil
individuals to further their
own Machiavellian ends.

This is the methodological
basis of every witch-hunt,
including the present one
which Mr Fryer, by his
silence and insinuation, sup-
ports.

This sort of prejudice defends
and venerates every form
of political backwardness
and cultural Philistinism in
the working class—sad ex-
amples of which are pro-
vided by Mr Fryer's recent
‘literary’ efforts like ‘Mrs
Grundy’ and his support for
‘pot smoking'.

The SLL's history is there for
all to see and understand.
Its policy, programme and
quality of leadership is de-
termined and conditioned—
as any honest worker knows
—not by the privileges of a
corrupt,
buréaucracy, but by the
historical interests of the
working class in the world-
wide struggle for the dic-
tatorship of the working

class. -

Mr Fryer’s insinuation against
the League is nothing more
than an invertéd repetition
of the ‘leader cult’” which
he acquired in the Stalinist
movement.

Although the Hungarian Revo-
lution shattered his illusions
in Stalin, neither the Révo-
lution nor the League were
able to cure him of his
idealism and his hostility to
democratic centralism.

That his hostility should turn
to reactionary hatred is a
measure of his own political
degéneration as well as the
rapid change in the political
situation.

The SLL leaders are elected,
as even Mr Fryer knows,
after democratic debate and
discussion at the annual
Congréss of the League.

They are elected to leader- |

ship not on the basis of
charisma, but because of
the quality of their contri-
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self - perpetuating -

BY ROBERT BLACK

OVER THE CORPSES of Ohio students and
Cambodian peasants, the US High Command is

now marching towards Nixon’s ‘New Frontier’ :

China and the Third World War.

From the very beginning of the Viet-
nam adventure, US military leaders
never disguised that their main enemy
was not the National Liberation Front,
nor even the government of N Vietnam.

As in the days of General MacArthur's
march to the Yalu River at the height
of the Korean war, the goal of the US
military today remains the overthrow
of the Chinese People’s Republic and
the opening up of the country to im-
perialist domination and exploitation.

Nixon’s decision to

tary situation in

its overseas markets, the
has been driven

Harsh clashes

To drive up its profits, US capital must
declare war on the working class at home,
while to hold and win markets in Europe,
it must clash harshly with the interests of
the major monopolies in the Common Mar-

ket, Japan and Britain.

But even these measures, drastic though
they are, do not answer the problems of the
US ruling class. It is not only the ultra-
rightist and fascist groups in the USA that
have been calling for nuclear war on China.

Advocates of such a poli-
cy were to be found in the
High Command at the time
of the Korean war and they
are becoming even more
vocal and influential to-
day.

China is for the US ruling
class an ever-tempting poten-
tial super-colony, rich in
natural resources and with a
population of approaching
800 million.

Powerful whip

Large-scale penetration of
US capital investments into
China, on the basis of a semi-
slave labour force, would
serve as a powerful whip to
drive back the working class
of not only the United States,
whose wage levels are the
highest in the world, but the
whole of Europe and [apan.

Imperialism remains what it
was in Lenin's time—a system
that is driven to war through
the organic crisis of capital-
ism in its last stage of de-
velopment.

In the First World War, the
main servants of imperialism
in the workers’ movement
were the corrupt and oppor-
tunist leaders of the Second
International, who in every
country, save Russia, rallied
the working class behind the
banner of national defence
and imperialist slaughter.

Since the Second World
War, the main work of divert-
ing the working class from
the fight against imperialist
war and its threat to China
has béen taken. over by the
Stalinists.

Reactionary

For more than 40 years, the
Soviet bureaucracy has dinned
the reactionary theory of
‘peaceful co-existence’ into the
heads of its supporters in the
capitalist world. Today, with
a new war danger threatening,
the Soviet leaders have to
make a turn towards more
militant phrases.

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 6 .5

] Jggich. against Cam-
bodia cannot be judged ¥Tu.e.; on the mili-
Indo-China,
though it is for the US imperialists.

The main driving force for imperialist war
is always generated within the imperialist
countries themselves. Never was that more
true than in the United States today.

Faced with a falling rate of profit at
home and challenged by rival imperialism in
US ruling class
into an economic corner.

" The daily organ of th_é

Céntr‘al Committee of the
Socialist Labour League

against China near?

PRICE 6d.

Pilkington
pickets dash
DL.LP. hopes

BY DAVID MAUDE

St Helens, Tuesday

EIGHT THOUSAND Pilkington glass workers
continued their five-week-old strike here today
with the threat of intervention by Mrs Barbara
Castle’s Department of Employment and Pro-

ductivity hanging in the background.
—  Strike committee secre-

desperate

Student
May Day
marchers

disciplined

FIFTY students at a Liver-
pool Further Education Col-
lege have been suspended for
a week and face the threat of
expulsion for taking part in
the May 1 march through the
city.

The students, at Kirkby
College of Further Education,
have been told they will be
expelled unless they under-
take not to participate in any

further political demonstra-
tions.
The students’ union had

voted on Thursday in favour
of the May Day strike and
demonstration called in sup-
port of ten Liverpool Univer-
sity students victimized by
the authorities, one of whom
was expelled.

The Principal, who dis-
approved of this action, in-
formed the students on Mon-
day that they had been sus-
pended and threatened them
with expulsion.

Liverpool trade unionists,
who have already expressed
their solidarity with the vic-
timized University students,
must take immediate action
to ensure that this vicious
punishment is quashed at
once.

FOUR DAYS
BOMBING

THE US has sent hundreds of
planes to attack densely
populated areas in N Vietnam
for four consecutive days
starting on May 1, the
Hanoi armed forces command
said yesterday.

The communique claimed
that many types of bombs had
been used, killing many
people including 20 children.
13 US planes were shot down.

Stock
Market
Crisis
worst
since '

By John Crawford

HIT BY the further escalation of
the war in Indo-China, Kosygin’s
statement and the violent opposi-
tion to Nixon’s war policies inside
the US, Wall Street suffered on
Monday its biggest fall since the
Kennedy assassination in 1963.

The Dow Jones Indus-
trial index of share prices
ended the day 19 points
down, losing 14 points in
the first hour of trading.

‘Encouraging’ statements by
official spokesmen did noth-
ing to change the atmosphere
of panic and gloom.

While the Cambodian situ-
ation was the most important
factor affecting confidence,
Monday's slide was only con-
tinuing the fall which began
at the beginning of April.

The marked rise in interest
rates, which have now nearly
regained their January level,
shows how little US capital-
ists believe in Nixon’s ability
to simultaneously end infla-
tion and ward off recession.

Earnings

News of earnings of US
corporations in the first
quarter of 1970 were also
hardly likely to cheer up the
business world.

The Wall Street Journal's
survey of 665 large com-
panies was even gloomier than
that of the First National
City Bank last week.

8.9 p.c. decline

It calculated an average de-
cline of 8.9 per cent, com-
pared with the same period
last year.

The report of American
Motors, the fourth largest of
US car manufacturers, did not
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A deputation of wives of
Cammell Laird workers met
Mr Wilson and other MPs
at the House of Commons
yesterday in an effort to
save their husbands’ jobs.
This follows Monday's
announcement that the

Birkenhead shipyard (seen
above) would run out of
cash reserves ‘in ten days’
time’ unless government aid
was forthcoming.

8,000 workers face redun-
dancy if the yard closes.

tary Bill Cowley told the
Workers Press that yester-
day’s telegram to the DEP
was ‘just a move to try
and get Pilkington’s to
talk’.

Other strikers were not so
sure.

‘The DEP’s no good’, com-
mented one, ‘That'll just be
Pilkington’s talking.’

MASSED PICKET

Pickets, massed outside the
six factories again this morn-
ing, said that despite attempts
by the company and by the
loyalist G&MWU shop stew-
ards to split the strike it was
still solid—except for 200
‘scabs’ at the Canal Street
sheet works,

‘There’s not one cubic foot
of glass been produced in
St Helens for five weeks,’
said sheet works pickets. ‘No
lorry has gone in or out of
here-~we've even stopped the
milkman.’

MAIN DEMAND

Strikers emphasized that
they will not return until at
least the rank-and-file com-
mittee’s demand—that the £5
offered by the company last
month is placed on basic
rates—is granted.

‘Otherwise it's just an “at-

TUC leaders
meet as print
strike nears

THE TUC’s General Purposes committee—the so-called
‘inner cabinet’—is to meet the national executive of the

National Graphical Association today in a last-ditch
attempt to stave off the lock-out threatened from Friday

by the newspaper employers.

The Newspaper Publishers’
Association, has warned that
all Fleet Street papers will
close down on Friday if a
strike planned by machine
managers at the ‘Daily Mirror’

goes ahead.
This would not, of course,
affect the “Workers Press,

which is not part of the em-
ployers’ association.

Meat up
18 in the £
warning

WARNING of yet further
price rises was given yesterday
—this time from the Meat and
Livestock Commission. Meat
and bacon prices are likely to
go up by ls in the £ during
the year, it said.

Engineers condemn ban
on Workers Press

MITCHAM (Surrey) branch
of the Amalgamated Union
of Engineering and Foundry-
workers has condemned the
exclusion of Workers Press
industrial correspondent
David Maude from the
Labour and Industrial Cor-
respondents’ Group.

A resolution passed by

the branch says: ‘We see the
exclusion . . . as a deliberate
move by the capitalist press
and their supporters to
stifle the voice of a daily
workers’ paper fighting for
socialist policies and see
this as an attack on the
working class and trade
union movement.’

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

The machine  managers
want wage rises to maintain
the differential between their
pay and that of other machine
room workers.

NGA secretary John Bon-
field is flying back from France
in order fto attend today’s
meeting. Leaders of the other

[EHERTTRHTTTET

PREPARATIONS for today’s
meeting were made on Mon-
day night as the TUC leaders
sat down to dinner with the
directors of the Bank of
England. This was the first
time the Bank’s directors had

been formally wined and
dined at Congress House,
making a significant new
secretaryship.

TR

printing unions will be stand-
ing by in case they are called
into the talks.

If today’s meeting cannot
reach a settlement it is now
certain that Mrs Barbara
Castle's Department of Em-
plovment and Productivity
will intervene.

Legal steps

Meanwhile, the other major
printing union, the Society
of Graphical and Allied
Trades, has warned that it
will take legal steps against
the various mnational news-
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Ruhr workers
face union law

A STALEMATE has been reached in the struggle of
the IG chemical workers’ union in Hessen to win an
improved labour contract and increased control by the
union over speed of work and demarcation.

Employers in the chemical
firms, including Faberwerke
Hoechst, have refused even to
negotiate with the unions.

A joint commission of three
trade union and three em-
ployers’ representatives was
formed; it has four weeks to
come to an agréement. But it
is clear that both sides are
intransigent and that no way
is open for the unions but to
call for a strike in mid-May.

The metalworkers’ wunion,
IG-Metall, tried to win a
similar contract a few years
ago in Ford’s Cologne factory.

Participation

The unions demanded that
a works’ committee should
take part in all decisions con-
cerning workers in the fac-
tory, such as division of
labour and the speed of the
assembly lines.

But at that time the nego-
tiations failed becausé the
employers raised legal objec-
tions, and the union leaders
refused to organize workers
against them.

But the battle servéd to
attract many workers into the
union at Ford’s for the first
time.

Legal action

The Ruhr employers have
threatened to pay only the
basic rate and have begun to
demand legal action against
the unions.

A strike call by the union
would be a reflection of the
strength of the German wor-
kers, who know that the full
employment existing today in
Germany places the bosses at
a disadvantage.

A *hot May’ in the chemical
industry will be a signal for
workers throughout the Ruhr
industrial region, in mines and
power stations, leading up to
the wage claim of the four-
million - strong engineéring
workers' union in September.

tendance bonus” that can be
taken away any time’, said
those from sheet works, ‘We've
had that before.’

Pilkington’s want to make
the £3 a flat rate payment on
gross earnings for 40 hours—
a payment which would not
increase with overtime, but
which could be cut down if
less than 40 hours was
worked.

Strikers point out that an
increase negotiated by the
company’s  Joint Industrial
Council last year, the second
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Lenin Centenary

Two lectures
to mark the
hundredth
anniversary

of Lenin's
birth

Monday, May 11, 7.30 p.m.
‘ Theory-practice and
the revolutionary party’

Monday, May 18, 7.30 p.m.
‘Lenin and the coming
English Revolution’

Both lectures will be glven by
G. HEALY, national secretary of the
Soclalist Labour League

BEAVER HALL
Garlick Hill, London, E.C.4
(Near Mansion House tube station)

Admission two shillings
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After the Cambodian invasion

N

S. aggression

What
we
think

Peter
Fryer and
the S.LL

IN A LETTER to ‘The Times’
(May 5, 1970) dissociating
himself from the SLL Mr
Peter Fryer concludes by
stating ‘I have had no con-
nection with any of Mr
Gerry Healy's enterprises’.

The insinuajigg ef.this moral-
istic pel: M-urgeois rene-
gade is that the League and
the Workers Press are not
based on the working class
and do not fight for its
interests, but are, rather,
the patrimony of comrade
Healy and an expression of
dictatorial power by an in-
dividual.

This is a common slander
which enemies of and rene-
gades from the Trotskyist
movement have dug wup
from the dustbins of the
capitalist class on many
occasions.

The purpose of this form of
abuse (it can hardly be
called argument) is to turn
‘the relationship of leaders
and leadership to the work-
ing class on its head and,
in fact, prevent any theor-
etical clarification and poli-
tical direction from being
given to the working-class
struggle for emancipation.

It presents the working class
as an inert and pliable mass
which is unscrupulously

- used by brilliant but evil
individuals to further their
own Machiavellian ends.

This is the methodological
basis of every witch-hunt,
including the present one
which Mr Fryer, by his
silence and insinuation, sup-
ports.

This sort of prejudice defends
and venerates every form
of political backwardness
and cultural Philistinism in
the working class—sad ex-
amples of which are pro-
vided by Mr Fryer's recent
‘literary’ efforts like ‘Mrs
Grundy’ and his support for
‘pot smoking’.

The SLL’s history is there for
all to see and understand.
Its policy, programme and
quality of leadership is de-
termined and conditioned—
as any honest worker knows
—not by the privileges of a
corrupt, self - perpetuating
buréaucracy, but by the
historical interests of the
working class in the world-
wide struggle for the dic-
tatorship of the working

class. .

Mr Fryer’s insinuation against
the League is nothing more
than an invertéd repetition
of the ‘leader cult’” which
he acquired in the Stalinist
movement.

Although the Hungarian Revo-
lution shattered his illusions
in Stalin, neither the Reévo-
lution nor the League were
able to cure him of his
idealism and his hostility to
democratic centralism.

That his hostility should turn '

to reactionary hatred is a
measure of his own political
degéneration as well as the
rapid change in the political
situation.

The SLL leaders are elected,
as even Mr Fryer knows,
after democratic debate and
discussion at the annual
Congreéss of the League.

They are elected to leader-
ship not on the basis of
charisma, but because of
the quality of their contri-
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. Nixon’s decjsion tg

BY ROBERT BLACK

OVER THE CORPSES of Ohio students and
Cambodian peasants, the US High Command is

now marching towards Nixon’s ‘New Frontier’ :

China and the Third World War.

From the very beginning of the Viet-
nam adventure, US military leaders
never disguised that their main enemy
was not the National Liberation Front,
nor even the government of N Vietnam.

As in the days of General MacArthur’s
march to the Yalu River at the height
of the Korean war, the goal of the US

military today remains the

of the Chinese People’s Republic and
the opening up of the country to im-
perialist domination and exploitation.

bodia cannot %e judge&rg&“eq

tary situation in

its overseas markets, the US
has been driven

Harsh clashes

To drive up its profits, US capital must
declare war on the working class at home,
while to hold and win markets in Europe,

it must clash harshly with the

the major monopolies in the Common Mar-

ket, Japan and Britain.

But even these measures, drastic though
they are, do not answer the problems of the
US ruling class. It is not only the ultra-
rightist and fascist groups in the USA that
have been calling for nuclear war on China.

rch- againgt Cam-

Indo-China,
though it is for the US imperialists.

The main driving force for imperialist war
is always generated within the imperialist
countries themselves. Never was that more
true than in the United States today.

Faced with a falling rate of profit at
home and challenged by rival imperialism in

into an economic corner.

against China near

The daily organ of the

Central Committee of the
Socialist Labauy League

’

PRICE 6d.

Pilkington
pickets dash
D.EP. hopes

BY DAVID MAUDE

St Helens, Tuesday

EIGHT THOUSAND Pilkington glass workers
continued their five-week-old strike here today
with the threat of intervention by Mrs Barbara
Castle’s Department of Employment and Pro-

ductivity hanging in the background.
—  Strike committee secre-

overthrow

on the mili-

desperate

ruling class

interests of

Advocates of such a poli-
cy were to be found in the
High Command at the time
of the Korean war and they
are becoming even more
vocal and influential to-
day.

China is for the US ruling
class an ever-tempting poten-
tial super-colony, rich in
natural resources and with a
population of approaching
800 million.

Powerful whip

Large-scale penetration of
US capital investments into
China, on the basis of a semi-
slave labour force, would
serve as a powerful whip to
drive back the working class
of not only the United States,
whose wage levels are the
highest in the world, but the
whole of Europe and Japan.

Imperialism remains what it
was in Lenin’s time—a system
that is driven to war through
the organic crisis of capital-
ism in its last stage of de-
velopment.

In the First World War, the
main servants of imperialism
in the workers’ movement
were the corrupt and oppor-
tunist leaders of the Second
International, who in every
country, save Russia, rallied
the working class behind the
banner of national defence
and imperialist slaughter.

Since the Second World
War, the main work of divert-
ing the working class from
the fight against imperialist
war and its threat to China
has been taken, over by the
Stalinists.

Reactionary

For more than 40 years, the
Soviet bureaucracy has dinned
the reactionary theory of
‘peaceful co-existence’ into the
heads of its supporters in the
capitalist world. Today, with
a new war danger threatening,
the Soviet leaders have to
make a turn towards more
militant phrases.
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Student
May Day
marchers

disciplined

FIFTY students at a Liver-
pool Further Education Col-
lege have been suspended for
a week and face the threat of
expulsion for taking part in
the May 1 march through the
city.

The students, at Kirkby
College of Further Education,
have been told they will be
expelled unless they under-
take not to participate in any
further political demonstra-
tions.

The students’ union had
voted on Thursday in favour
of the May Day strike and
demonstration called in sup-
port of ten Liverpool Univer-
sity students victimized by
the authorities, one of whom
was expelled.

The Principal, who dis-
approved of this action, in-
formed the students on Mon-
day that they had been sus-
pended and threatened them
with expulsion.

Liverpool trade unionists,
who have already expressed
their solidarity with the vic-
timized University students,
must take immediate action
to ensure that this vicious
punishment is quashed at
once.

FOUR DAYS
BOMBING

THE US has sent hundreds of
planes to attack densely
populated areas in N Vietnam
for four consecutive days
starting on May 1, the
Hanoi armed forces command
said yesterday.

The communique claimed
that many types of bombs had
been used, killing many
people including 20 children.
13 US planes were shot down.

Stock
Market
Crisis
worst
since’

By John Crawford

HIT BY the further escalation of
the war in Indo-China, Kosygin’s
statement and the violent opposi-
tion to Nixon’s war policies inside
the US, Wall Street suffered on
Monday its biggest fall since the
Kennedy assassination in 1963.

The Dow Jones Indus-
trial index of share prices
ended the day 19 points
down, losing 1} points in
the first hour of trading.

‘Encouraging’ statements by
official spokesmen did noth-
ing to change the atmosphere
of panic and gloom.

While the Cambodian situ-
ation was the most important
factor affecting confidence,
Monday’s slide was only con-
tinuing the fall which began
at the beginning of April.

The marked rise in interest
rates, which have now nearly
regained their January level,
shows how little US capital-
ists believe in Nixon’s ability
to simultaneously end infla-
tion and ward off recession.

Earnings

News of earnings of US
corporations in the first
quarter of 1970 were also
hardly likely to cheer up the
business world.

The Wall Street Journal’s
survey of 665 large com-
panies was even gloomier than
that of the First National
City Bank last week.

8.9 p.c. decline

It calculated an average de-
cline of 8.9 per cent, com-
pared with the same period
last year.

The report of American
Motors, the fourth largest of
US car manufacturers, did not

@ PAGE FOUR COL. 5

CAMMELL LAIRD
& COMEmR) L1

A deputation of wives of
Cammell Laird workers met
Mr Wilson and other MPs
at the House of Commons
yesterday in an effort to
save their husbands’ jobs.
This follows Monday’s
announcement that the

Birkenhead shipyard (seen
above) would run out of
cash reserves ‘in ten days’
time’ unless government aid
was forthcoming.

8,000 workers face redun-
dancy if the yard closes.

tary Bill Cowley told the
Workers Press that yester-
day’s telegram to the DEP
was ‘just a move to try
and get Pilkington’s to
talk’.

Other strikers were not so
sure.

‘The DEP’s no good’, com-
mented one, ‘That'll just be
Pilkington’s talking.’

MASSED PICKET

Pickets, massed outside the
six factories again this morn-
ing, said that despite attempts
by the company and by the
loyalist G&MWU shop stew-
ards to split the strike it was
still solid—except for 200
‘scabs’ at the Canal Street
sheet works.

‘There’s not one cubic foot
of glass been produced in
St Helens for five weeks,’
said sheet works pickets. ‘No
lorry has gone in or out of
.| here—we've evgn stopped the
milkman.’

MAIN DEMAND

Strikers emphasized that
they will not return until at
least the rank-and-file com-
mittee’s demand—that the £5
offered by the company last
month is placed on basic
rates—is granted.

‘Otherwise it’s just an “at-

TUC leaders
meet as print
strike nears

THE TUC’s General Purposes committee—the so-called
‘inner cabinet’—is to meet the national executive of the

National Graphical Association today in a last-ditch

attempt to stave off the lock-out threatened from Friday

by the newspaper employers.

The Newspaper Publishers’
Association, has warned that
all Fleet Street papers will
close down on Friday if a
strike planned by machine
managers at the ‘Daily Mirror’
goes ahead.

This would not, of course,
affect the Workers Press,
which is not part of the em-
ployers’ association.

Meat up
15 n the £
Warning

WARNING of yet further
price rises was given yesterday
—ithis time from the Meat and
Livestock Commission. Meat
and bacon prices are likely to
go up by 1s in the £ during
the year, it said.

Engineers condemn ban
on Workers Press

MITCHAM (Surrey) branch
of the Amalgamated Union
of Engineering and Foundry-
workers has condemned the
exclusion of Workers Press
industrial correspondent
David Maude from the
Labour and Industrial Cor-
respondents’ Group.

A resolution passed by

the branch says: ‘We see the
exclusion . . . as a deliberate
move by the capitalist press
and their supporters to
stifle the voice of a daily
workers’ paper fighting for
socialist policies and see
this as an attack on the
working class and trade
union movement.’

BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

The machine managers
want wage rises to maintain
the differential between their
pay and that of other machine
room workers.

NGA secretary John Bon-
field is flying back from France
in order to attend today's
meeting. Leaders of the other

LUTHTTHTTG TG

PREPARATIONS for today’s
meeting were made on Mon-
day night as the TUC leaders
sat down to dinner with the
directors of the Bank of
England. This was the first
time the Bank’s directors had

been formally wined and
dined at Congress House,
making - a significant new
secretaryship.

LU ETTTTH O

printing unions will be stand-
ing by in case they are called
into the talks.

If today’s meeting cannot
reach a settlement it is now
certain that Mrs Barbara
Castle’s Department of Em-
ployment and Productivity
will intervene.

Legal steps

Meanwhile, the other major
printing wunion, the Society
of Graphical and Allied
Trades, has warned that it
will take legal steps against
the various mnational news-
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Ruhr workers
face union law

A STALEMATE has been reached in the struggle of
the IG chemical workers’ union in Hessen to win an
improved labour contract and increased control by the
union over speed of work and demarcation.

Employers in the chemical
firms, including Faberwerke
Hoechst, have refused even to
negotiate with the unions.

A joint commission of three
trade union and three em-
ployers’ representatives was
formed; it has four weeks to
come to an agréement. But it
is clear that both sides are
intransigent and that no way
is open for the unions but to
call for a strike in mid-May.

The metalworkers’ union,
IG-Metall, tried to win a
similar contract a few years
ago in Ford’s Cologne factory.

Participation

Thé unions demanded that
a works’ committee should
take part in all decisions con-
cerning workers in the fac-
tory, such as division of
labour and the speed of the
assembly lines.

But at that time the nego-

tiations failed becausé the
employers raised legal objec-
tions, and the union leaders
refused to organize workers
against them.

But the battle servéed to
attract many workers into the
union at Ford’s for the first
time.

Legal action

The Ruhr employers have
threatened to pay only the
basic rate and have begun to
démand legal action against
the unions.

A strike call by the union
would be a reflection of the
strength of the German wor-
kers, who know that the full
employment existing today in
Germany places the bosses at
a disadvantage.

A ‘hot May’ in the chemical
industry will be a signal for
workers throughout the Ruhr
industrial region, in mines and
power stations, leading up to
the wage claim of the four-
million - strong engineéring
workers’ union in September.

tendance bonus” that can be
taken away any time’, said
those from sheet works. ‘We’ve
had that before.’

Pilkington’s want to make
the £3 a flat rate payment on
gross earnings for 40 hours—
a payment which would not
increase with overtime, but
which could be cut down if
less than 40 hours was
worked.

Strikers point out that an
increase negotiated by the
company’s Joint Industrial
Council last year, the second
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Lenin Centenary

Two lectures
to mark the
hundredth
anniversary
of Lenin’'s

birth

Monday, May 11, 7.30 p.m.
¢ Theory-practice and
the revolutionary party’

Monday, May 18, 7.30 p.m.

‘Lenin and the coming
English Revolution’

Both lectures will be given by
G. HEALY, national secretary of the
Soclalist Labour League

- BEAVER HALL
Garlick Hill, London, E.C.4
(Near Mansion House tube station)

Admission two shillings
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THIS SELECTION of
Lenin’s letters (dating
from December 1893 to
October 1917) gives a
fascinating — and politi-
cally highly rewarding—
insight into Lenin’s
methods of work.

The material assembled
here is so rich, it is possible
to deal only with a few of its
many facets —one of them
being Lenin’s ability to select,
train and integrate the most
diverse Party workers and
sympathizers into a central-
ized leadership based on the
Bolshevik press.

Even before the split from
Martov and the group that
were to become known as
Mensheviks (i.e., ‘of the
minority’) after the second
Party Congress in 1903, Lenin
was the main political driving
force on the editorial board
of the central Party organ
‘Iskra’ (‘The Spark’).

After the split of 1903 and
the defection of Plekhanov to
the minority, Lenin had to
assemble a new team of writers
for his Bolshevik faction.

All the old propagandists
and theoreticians of the pre-
vious period—Martov, Axelrod,
Zasulich, Potresov and Plek-
hanov—had gone over to
Menshevism. And with them—
until 1904—had gone the young
Trotsky, the most talented of
the younger generation of
Marxist writers.

Proof of Lenin’s regard for
Trotsky’s powers as a writer
at this time is the letter writ-
ten to Plekhanov, dated March
2, 1903, which because of its
great historical and political

now. In general he is working
for “Iskra” most energetically,
delivering lectures (and with
tremendous success), etc.

‘For our department of topi-
cal articles and items he will
be not only very useful but
quite indispensable.

‘He is unquestionably a man
of more than average ability,
convinced, energetic and prom-
ising. And he could do a good
deal in the sphere of trans-
lation and popular literature.

‘We must draw in young
forces: this will encourage
them and prompt them to re-
gard themselves as professional
writers. And that we have too
few of such is clear—witness
1) the difficulty of finding
editors of translations; 2) the
shortage of articles reviewing
the internal situation, and 3)
the shortage of popular litera-
ture.

‘It is in the sphere of popu-
lar literature that “Pero”
[Russian’ for “Pen”’] would like
to try his hand.

‘Possible arguments against:
1) his youth [Trotsky was at
this time—1903—only 23]; 2)
his early (perhaps) return to
Russia; 3) a pen (without quo-
tation marks) with traces of
feuilléton style, too pretentious,
etc.

Party man

‘Ad [i.e. in favour] 1) “Pero”
is suggested not for an in-
dependent post, but for the
Board. In it he will gain ex-
perience. He undoubtedly has
the “intuition” of a Party man,
a man of our trend [emphasis
added]; as for knowledge and
experience these can be ac-
quired. That he is hardworking
is likewise unquestionable. It
is necessary to co-opt him so
as finally to draw him in and
encouragé him. [Plekhanov in
fact blocked Lenin’s plan to
bring Trotsky on to the ‘Iskra’
Board.]

Trotsky at the period of his first exile in Siberia.
Immediately he escaped, he went to join Lenin in London
(October 1902) to write for ‘Iskra’.

importance, we reproduce in
full :

(‘Pero’, as a note in the
volume points out, was the
pseudonym used by Trotsky at
that time):

‘To G. V. Plekhanov.
2.I11.03

‘I am submitting to all mem-
bers of the Editorial Board a
proposal to co-opt “Pero” as a
full membér of the Board. (I
believe that for co-option not
a majority but a unanimous
vote is néeded.)

‘We are very much in need
of a seventh member both
because it would simplify

voting (six being an even num-
ber) and reinforce the Board.

¢ “Pero” has been writing in
every issue for several months

. London, S.W.4

‘Ad 2) If “Pero” is initiated
in all aspects of our work he
may not leave so soon. And if
he goes, organizational links
with the Board and subordin-
ation to it are not a minus but
a tremendous plus.

‘Ad 3) Stylistic shortcomings
are not a serious defect. They
will be ironed out. At present
he accepts “corrections” in
silence (and not too readily).
In the Board there will be
debates, things will bé put to
the vote, and the “instruc-
tions” will acquire a more
definitive and imperative form.

‘Therefore, I propose :

‘1) that all six members of
the Editorial Board votée on
go-opting “Pero” as a full
member; 2) if he is accepted,
to tackle the final settlement

of relationships and voting
procedures in the Editorial
Board, and to draft precise
rulés. This is necessary for us
and important for the congress
[the Second Congress of the
Party, due to meet later the
same year].

. ‘P.S. I consider it extremely
inconvenient arid awkward to
put off the co-opting, for I can
see that “Pero” is already
quite annoyed (he has not of
course openly said so) with
being left hanging “in the air”
and treated, so it seems to
him, as a “youngster”.

‘If wé do not accept ‘“Pero”
at once and he leaves in, say,
a month for Russia, I am cer-
tain he will take it is a sign
that we simply do not want
him on the editorial staff. We
might lose him, and that would
be very bad.’ (pp. 110-112.)
But Lenin did ‘lose him—

for 14 years.

Pulled by ties of friendship
and misplaced personal loyalty
towards the group that Lenin
intended to remove from the
‘Iskra’ board—namely Axelrod,
Zasulich and Potresov—Trot-
sky sided with them and
Martov at the Second Con-
gress, and after a year with
the Mensheviks, spent the next
ten years vainly attempting to
bring the two factions to-
gether again — the political
error that Lenin correctly
named as ‘conciliationism’.

So in 1904 Lenin was almost
alone. He now had to search
for and train new writers for
his Bolshevik organ, and begin
the political and theoretical
struggle for the leadership of
the Russian working class in
battle with the now Menshevik-
dominated ‘Iskra’.

Much of the material in this
volume deals with that fight.

Working against the oppor-
tunist stream and all the diffi-
culties imposed by conditions
of isolation from the struggle
in Russia, Lenin began to
assemble the material resources
and writers necessary for the
launching of a Bolshevik organ.

In a letter to G. D. Leiteisen
(one of the new ' Journal’s
financial benefactors) on Dec-
ember 12, 1904, he was able
to report:

‘Today we finally, and prac-
tically, settled the question of
the organ we propose to begin
publishing as of January 1-10;
the size will be half the old
“Iskra” . .. (p. 144.)

(Lenin also asked Leiteisen
to be the new organ’s French
correspondent.)

But without deep roots in
the Russian movement itself,
the journal would remain a
commentator on and not an
organizér of the fight against
the autocracy.

Contacts

Fresh political contacts in
Russia were therefore the life
blood of the new organ. Lenin’s
eagerness to seek out and de-
velop them is most evident in
his letter to L. B. Kamenev,
dated December 14, 1904 :

‘Many thanks for your letter
and the beginning (the end has
not yet reached us) of the
article “ ‘Iskra’s’ Military Cam-
paign”. I was especially happy
to receive your letter since we
so rarely hear from Russia, so
rarely do people write us not
“in duty bound” but to ex-
change ideas.’

In Kamenev (shot by the
Stalinist bureaucracy after the
first, 1936 Moscow Trial)
Lenin detected political and
literary talent, even on the
basis of an unfinished article.
The main problem with the
modest and often hesitant
Kamenev was to give him con-
fidence and encourage him to
develop as both a writer for
the press and a leader of the
movement.

Lenin’s many letters to
Kamenev throughout the rest
of the volume show the foun-
der of the Bolshevik faction

Available from NEW PARK PUBLICATIONS, 186a Clapham High Street,

Price 12s. 6d.
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and Party patiently encour-
aging Kamenev, despite all his
weaknesses, vacillations and
temporary lapses into total
silence and inactivity, to har-
ness his talents to the work of
the Party and the struggle of
the working class.

And never once did Lenin
—as his bitter clashes with
Kamenev in the April and
October of 1917 prove—make
a concession on basic ques-
tions.

With Lenin, flexibility was
combined with complete in-
transigence on questions of
principle.

Already in this first letter to
Kamenev, Lenin is encouraging
him to come out of his shell :

‘Please write more often and
collaborate more closely with
our new organ, which we shall
begin publishing in the near
future . . . I would say that
your article is unquestionable
evidence of your literary ability,
and I ask you not to give up
writing . . . (p. 147.)

Lenin’s journal (‘Vperyod—
‘Forward’) could not have been
launched at a more auspicious
time. On January 9, 1905, the
Tsar’s troops shot down hun-
dreds of workers demanding
reforms—under the leadership
of Father Gapon. From peti-
tioning the Tsar, the workers
went over to the mass general
strike, the Soviets and the first
attempt at revolution.

Now Lenin’s journal began
to attract new talented writers
of the same generation as
Kamenev—among them Bog-
danov and Lunacharsky—who,
while the revolution was in the
ascendant, developed Bolshevik
agitation and propaganda bril-
liantly through the pages of
‘Vperyod'.

They only began to clash
with Lenin —first on tactics,
then on matters of Marxist
theory and philosophy—when
the working class began to be
forced back by the reaction
and the new situation called
for a deep assimilation of all
the lessons of the first revolu-
tion.

After 1906, Krassin, Bog-
danov and Lunacharsky began
to move away from Lenin,
both on the question of legal
Party work (the ultra-left Bol-
sheviks called for a continua-
tion of the parliamentary boy-
cott after the obvious decline
of the revolution in 1907) and
the need to defend the Marx-
ist, dialectical materialist world
outlook from attacks by ideal-
ism.

Assistance

It was in this period of
retreat that Kamenev and
Zinoviev came forward as
Party leaders. They gave Lenin
invaluable assistance in his
fight to prevent the liquidation
of the Party both by the ‘left’
liquidators (the Bogdanov
group) that turned their back
on all forms of open Party
work in Russia, and the right,
Menshevik liquidators, who
tried to dilute the Party into a
reformist, legal ‘labour con-
gress’.

The degree of collaboration
between Lenin and Kamenev
in this period can be measured
by the regularity of their cor-
respondence. Between his break
with the ultra-left in 1909 and
the outbreak of the First
World War in August 1914,
Lenin wrote to Kamenev no
fewer than 35 times.

All but two of these letters
are contained in Volume 43.
The other two are in another
Volume of Lenin correspond-
ence—No. 36.

And, as we have already
noted, this collaboration did
not exclude principled and
comradely criticism.-In a letter
to Zinoviev (August 27, 1909)
he commented :

‘I am sending you “Vorwarts”
[organ of the German Social-
Democratic Party] and Kam-
enev’s article. T believe it must

be printed and without delay.
... It is a pity that Kamenev
works carelessly. The subject
is a most rewarding one, but
he rambles on and on, beating
about the bush, unable to gét
to the heart of the matter
properly.’ (pp. 216-217.)

But Lenin did not leave the
matter there:

‘Perhaps we should send the
second half back to him for
rewriting from this angle . . .
1 have no great hopes that he
will re-do it, but we must
keep insisting.’

And in an attempt to in-
volve Kamenev in active Party
work, thus helping him to re-
orient his literary activities,
Lenin made the following pro-
posal to Zinoviev:

‘There is no point in keeping
Kamenev in Arcachon. If he
has had a rest, let him return,
and under all circumstances he
must be sent out to lecture.
(p. 217.)

Lenin’s firm but patient way

of dealing with Kamenev paid
political dividends. On March
21, 1910, Lenin wrote:

‘Dear L.B,,

‘The article about Kostov
recéived, read and passed on.
. . . I liked it very much, I
think it turned out quite
well . .. (p. 235.)

Another letter to Kamenev
—written on April 6 of the
same year—is interesting in
that it shows Lenin’s reluct-
ance to break with Trotsky's
journal ‘Pravda’.

Even at the height of the
faction fight against the liqui-
dators and Trotsky’s concilia-
tionism, Lenin wrote to
Kamenev:

‘Is your withdrawal from
“Pravda” essential for us? You
séem almost ready to say yes
—again being “in haste” to
write after the very first con-
flict with Trotsky . . ." (p.
243.)

The break, if it had to
come, should be made on
questions of principle, and
after careful political prepara-
tion :

‘Your withdrawal from
“Pravda”—if it is inevitable—
should in my view be arranged
with the utmost care (write an
article against the liquidators
and against “Golos”, let Trot-
sky turn it down!l) . . . (p.
244.)

A

Retrenchment

By this time, both Zinoviev
and Kamenev were editing the
Bolshevik organ with Lenin.
And it was in this vital period
of retrenchment, preparation
and rearming that another
Bolshevik murdered under
Stalin came to the fore—A. L
Rykov—to whom Lenin wrote
a succession of important let-
ters in 1911.

The real bonds of affection
that developed between Lenin
and Kamenev come out in
many of these letters. For
example:

‘Dear L.B. First of all hearty

Zinoviev

greetings to all friends, thanks
for the telegram and heaps of
best wishes! (Never mind the
blot) . . . (p. 294.)

Kamenev’s stature in the
Russian movement by 1912
was such that he represented
the Party not only at the Ger-
man Social-Democratic Party
Congress in Chemnitz in the
September of that year, but
also at the Austrian Party
Congress in October. And on
November 10, 1912, Lenin
wrote to Kamenev:

‘I have just learned that the
Congress [of the Second Inter-
national] in Basle will take
place, in all probability, on
November 24, . . . It is pos-
sible that I shall not go, and
that we shall appoint you. So
begin to prepare at once.’

In contrast with Lenin’s
political confidence in Kam-
enev at this time, it is highly
significant to note his opinion
of Kautsky:

‘. . . collect all the mani-
festos against war, get the last

issue of “Neue Zeit” (no. 6, 8.
XI) where Kautsky advances
purely opportunistic arguments,
etc. . . ., (p. 306.)

These revealing lines were
written well over a year before
Kautsky’s betrayal of the reso-
lution against imperialist war
carried at the Basle Congress
of the Second International.

And Kamenev did in fact go
to Basle:

‘You are the national secre-
tary. No one but you and
Plekhanov has the right to
receive admission cards . . .
(p. 308.)

After the Congress, Lenin
again wrote to Kamenev:

‘In my opinion you handled
things in Basle—under the cir-
cumstances—superbly. It
couldn’t have been done
better.’ (p. 310.)

But then the weaker side of
Kamenev begins to come out.
He is unable to grasp the im-
portance. of the decisions
arrived at during the Congress,
decisions which committed the
International to revolutionary
action against the threat of
imperialist war, and its con-
version into a civil war should
a clash between the major
powers in fact break out.

So in Lenin’s next letter to
Kamenev we read :

‘Shame-Shamé-Shame!

‘Not a word for “Pravda”
[the daily Bolshevik organ
launched earlier the same year]
about Baslell What’s the mat-
ter?? You had five aides and
not a single letter from Basle
to usll—not a single despatch
to “Pravda”!l’ (p. 311.)

It 'trapidly- becomes —evidemt
that Kamenev had not wanted
to make the trip to Basle at all.

Self-effacing to the point of
political timidity, he obviously
wanted Lenin to take the
leading role in all Party work.
This episode with Kamenev
gives the lie to those anti-
communist publicists who
attempt to present Lenin as a
man motivated only by a lust
for personal power.

Kamenev

‘Honestly, L.B., I simply can-
not understand you—although
we have been working together
so long— when you begin
making “domestic  scenes”
about (a) the trip to Basle,
(b) delegating you (as was pro-
posed) to the meeting.

‘. . . What was so bad for
the cause about your trip to
Basle? Explain, for God’s
sake! . . . Why, if you wrote
the pamphlet, should I have
to go? . . . Reply more pre-
cisely, more directly, more
resolutely. I shall go nowhere
if you carry the “scenes” to the
point of refusal, I shall get
Semashko delegated or . . .
Is that what you want?’ (pp.
313-315.)

(The meeting Kamenev pre-
ferred Lenin to attend was a
joint session with the German
Party over a Russian dispute
concerning Party finances.)

These letters of Lenin there-
fore help to fill out a side of
his personality and political
method either ignored or dis-

torted by both bourgeois and
Stalinist writers.

Lenin’s relations with even
his closest comrades— and
Kamenev and Zinoviev with
whom he shared lodgings for
several years while in exile
were among his most intimate
contacts — were never put
above Party principles.

When Zinoviev and Kam-
enev betrayed the decision of
the Bolshevik Party to prepare
the uprising—through an article
in the non-Party press—Lenin
roundly denounced them as
strike-breakers and called for
their expulsion from the Bol-
shevik Party.

But after the revolution,
Lenin advanced both of them
to important Party and state
work. Zinoviev was elected
Chairman of the Communist
International, while Kamenev,
apart from serving on the
Soviet delegation to the Con-
gresses of the International,
headed the Moscow state
organization. With all their
weaknesses, Lenin sought to
encourage them to make their
olitical contribution, while
never pulling any punches
whenever principled differences
arose.

It was in this. spirit that
Lenin in his famous ‘Testa-
ment’, advised the Party not to
hold the ‘October mistake’
against either Zinoviev ‘or
Kamenev, while at the same
time mnot ignoring the political
weakness—an organic inclina-
tion towards conservatism-—
that led to their openly oppos-
ing the uprising.

S k?! N
Contrast

e o~ L n

We should contrast Lenin’s
approach with that of the
Stalinist editors of his works.
As we have already noted,
Zinoviev and Kamenev played
a key role in rebuilding the
Party after the defeat of the
1905 revolution. But this his-
torical fact, which proclaims
itself in literally scores of
letters included in this volume,
has not only to be ignored,
but turned into its opposite :

‘The volume also contains
letters criticizing the anti-
Marxist views of N. 1. Buk-
barin [shot after the third
‘Moscow Trial’ in 1938] G. L.
Pyatakov [shot after the
second in 1937] and Yevgenia
Bosh. Firmly and consistently
upholding the basic principles
of Marxism, Lenin combated
at the same time the concilia-
tory position taken by G. Y.
Zinoviev." (p. 34.)"

As a matter of fact, the
volume contains no fewer
than 70 letters written by
Lenin to Zinoviev—far and
away the most to any one
single member of the Party
(Stalin has two.)

What the Stalinist falsifiers
cannot bring themselves to
admit is that Zinoviev stood
with Lenin against the im-
perialist war and endorsed his
demand ‘that it must be turned
into a civil war. Lenin’s con-
stant stream of correspondence
with the ‘conciliator’ Zinoviev
bear irrefutable testimony to
that. But all the Stalinist
editors can find to write about
Zinoviev, co-founder with
Lenin of the Bolshevik group
in the anti-war ‘Zimmerwald
International’ is that he ‘con-
ciliated—with whom and on
behalf of whom we are not
told.

Distortions

These distortions are taken
much further in the biographi-
cal notes at the end of the
volume, where not only Zino-
viev and Kamenev, but every
Bolshevik identified with an
anti-Stalinist grouping has his
record in the Party presented
in a completely negative way.

The slanders dredged up
against the ‘old Bolsheviks’
pale, however, in comparison
with those used against Trot-
sky. The same biographical
section tells us: -

‘Trotsky  (Bronstein) Lev
Davidovich (“Pero”) (1879-
1940)—joined the RSDLP in
1897 [wrong—there was no
Russian Party until its found-
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ing Congress at Minsk in
1898], a Menshevik. [Also
wrong. Trotsky left the Men-
shevik faction in 1904.]
‘After the Second Congress
(1903) [so our editors already
have Trotsky a Menshevik be-
fore the Congress where the
two factions took shape—and
even before the formation of
the Party itself!] opposed the
Bolsheviks on all issues in-
volving the theory and prac-
tice of socialist revolution.
Returned from emigration in
1917, joined the Mezhraiontsi
group with whom he was
admitted to membership of
the Bolshevik Party at the
Sixth Congress. o

Key posts

‘After the October Revolu-
tion [in which, according to
the testimony of Stalin a year
later, he played a decisive
part] held a number of key
posts. [So despite his being
‘opposed [to] the Bolsheviks
on all issues involving the
theory and practice of socialist
revolution’, Trotsky was still’
placed in ‘a number of key
posts’ i.e., Commissar for
War, the Praesidium of the
Communist International, the
Politbureau of the Bolshevik
Party etc., etc., etc.]

‘Carried on a bitter factional
struggle against the Party’s
general line [so much so that
Trotsky drafted all but one
of the manifestos for the first
five Congresses of the Com-
munist International, together
with numerous policy state-
ments and resolutions for the
Bolshevik Party while Lenin
was alive.] against Lenin’s pro-
gramme for building socialism;
argued the impossibility of
winning socialism in  the
USSR. [Trotsky, ‘wﬂith Lenin

and every other Bolshevik
leader up to 1924, insisted
that socialism could be built
in the Soviet Union, but only
in alliance with the workers
of the technically more
advanced nations of the West.
Stalin too held this view until
late 1924 when he went over
to his theory of ‘socialism in
one country’.]

‘Expelled from the Party in
1927, in 1929 deported from
the country for anti-Soviet

Leon Trotsky
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activity and deprived of Soviet
citizenship in 1932. [Trotsky’s
‘anti-Soviet activity’ consisted
in fighting to carry through
the call of Lenin’s Testament:
‘Remove Stalin’.]

‘Living abroad, he continued
his struggle against the Soviet
state and the Communist
Party, against the international

The best refutation of the
Stalinist charge that Trotsky
remained a Menshevik right
through to the Revolution can
be found in this same volume.

On January 22, 1910, Lenin
wrote the following in a letter
to an unidentified contact:

‘There have been two major

The editorial board of Iskra,
1900-1903. Left to right,
Upper: P. Axelrod, Lenin,
Vera Zasulich. Lower: Julius
Martov, G. V. Plekhanov,
Alexander Potresov and

N. Krupskaya (secretary of
the board). Right: (top)
‘Iskra’ first published in 1900
(below) ‘Pravda’, first issued
as a legal Bolshevik daily
newspaper in April 1912,

1903-1909 — “Menshevik” and
“Bolsheviks”. In “Neue Zeit”
you will find articles by repre-
sentatives of both trends.
‘Bibliography : Cherevanin
(Menshevik), reviews in “Vor-
warts” and “Leipziger Volks-
zeitung”. Trotsky, middle posi-
tion [emphasis added] Ver-
mittlerstelung) (“Russland in
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“Bolshevik” trend.’ (p. 231.)

So much for Trotsky's
‘Menshevism’!

This volume is best studied
alongside the other collections
of Lenin’s letters covering the
same period—ito be found in
Volumes 34 and 35 of the
‘Collected Works’. And, in
turn, ‘Lenin’s letters — in

Peesy e AT VWY ARSIV T'Z\I‘

of work — should be read in
conjunction with his major
theoretical writings.

Despite the efforts of his
Stalinist ‘editors’, the real
Lenin springs alive from the
pages of this splendid volume,
and, through the mirror of his
own letters, we can catch at
least a glimpse of those who,
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Communist movement.” (p. trends in the SD [Social Revolution”, 1910). essence a political ‘shorthand’ under Stalin, were hounded to London SW4
774.) Democratic] movement in ‘I myself belong to the  of his whole method and style  their deaths as Hitler’s agents.
—_ %
o CARTWRIGHT
0 Itlca Mary then told us how last
year eight Commonwealth
- Prime Ministers, led by Mr
Holyoake of New Zealand,
who has such a nice bass voice,
- 5 sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to her
at her teaparty and Harold
affectionately told of Churchill
touching up a Reubens.
. . h h h Far from finding such an
HAROLD WILSON, and determined, only a little Sure enough, the show

statesman and sports-
lover, custodian of the
nation and man of the
people, diligently fostered
his image on television
last week. And compared
to Heath he is certainly
expert at it!

First, on Thursday night,
he made a rare appearance
on ‘Sportsnight With Cole-
man’ (BBC-1). Since Heath

made his debut on this show,
as master yachtsman, rugged

while ago, it has obviously
been a matter of concern to
the Labour Party’s publicity
makers to redress the balance.
v So the moment was care-
fully chosen. The programme
was bound to have a big
audience since it also carried
excerpts from the football
match of the previous even-
ing when Manchester City
beat Gornik Zabrze in the
European Cup Winners’ Cup

Final.

WEDNESDAY TV

BBC 1

ITV

REGIONAL ITV

9.38 a.m.-12 noon Schools. 12.25
p.m. Nai zindagi-naya jeevan.
1.00 Disc a adawn. 1.30 Watch
with mother. 1.45-1.53 News,
weather. 2.05-2.25 Schools. 4.20
Play school. 4.40 Jackanory. 4.55
Six Blue Horses: film from
France. 5.15 Vision on. 5.44
Parsley. 5.50 Néws, weather,
6.00 London-nationwide.
6.40 The doctors.

7.00 All gas and gaiters
‘The Bishop beats
system’.

It’s a knock-out!
An inter-town contest—
Exmouth v Weymouth.
European cup final grand-
stand

Celtic v Feyenoord.

Main news, weather.
European cup final con-
tinued.

News.

European cup final con-
tinued.

24 hours.

Weather.

the

7.30

8.20

8.45

8.55

9.45
9.50

10.50
11.25

11.00 a.m. Schools. 4.17 p.m.
Tingha and Tucker club. 4.30
Crossroads. 4.55 Anything you
can do. 5.20 Freewheelers. 5.50
News.
6.01 European champions cup
final (preview).

6.08 Today.

6.55 This is your life.

7.25 Coronation street.

7.55
8.53
8.55

It takes a thief.
News.

European champions cup
final.
Celtic v Feyenoord (Milan).

10.45
11.15
1145
12.00

News.
Wrestling.
What the papers say.

Last programme.

BBC 2

REGIONAL

11.00-11.20 a.m. Play school.
7.05 p.m. Square two.

7.30 News, weather.

8.00 Man alive

‘Gale is Dead’. The prob-
lems. of drug addiction.
Canvas

‘The Climax of Venétian
Painting’.

Show of the week

Glen Campbell with guest
star.

Europa.

My world . . . and wel-
come to it

‘The Mea Culpa Bit'.
News, weather.

Line-up

2,000th edition.

8.55

9.10

9.53
10.30

10.55
11.00

All regions as BBC-1 except:

Midlands and East Anglia: 6.00-6.40
Midlands today. Look East, weather.
Nationwide. 11.27 News, weather. -

North of England: 6.00-6.40 Look
North, weather. Nationwide. 11.27
News, weather.

Wales: 6.00-6.40 Wales today, weather.
Nationwide. 6.40-7.00 Heddiw.

Scotland: 6.00-6.40 Reporting Scotland.
Nationwide. 11.27 News, weather.

Northern Ireland: 6.00-6,40 Scene
around six, weather. Nationwide.
11.27 News, weather.

South and West: 6.00-6.40 Points West.
South today. Spotlight South-West,
weather. Nationwide. 11.27 News,
weather.

CHANNEL: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.02
Puffin’s birthday greetings. 4.14 Zing-
along. 4.25 Open house. 4.55 London.
6.05 News, weather. 6.10 Link up.
6.30 Crossroads. 6.55 Treasure hunt,
7.25 London., 7.55 The Baron. 8.53
London. 11.40 Epilogue. News, weather
in French, weather.

WESTWARD. As Channel except:
4.00 News. 4.02 The Gus Honeybun
show. 6.05 Diary. 11.45 Faith for life.
11.51 Weather.

SOUTHERN: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.00
Houseparty. 4.15 London. 6.05 Day
by day. Crime desk. 6.25 Doris Day
show. 6.55 London. 7.55 Avengers.
8.53 London., 11.45 News. I1.55
Weather. ‘Youth Forum’.

HARLECH: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.25
Mr Piper. 4.55 Anything you can do.
5.20 Freewheelers. 5.50 London. 6.07
Report. 6.30 Crossroads. 6.55 London.
7.55 Marcus Welby. 8.53 News. 8.55
London. 11.45 Weather.

HTV (Cymru/Wales) black and white
service as above except: 6.07 Y dydd.
6.25 Report—Wales.

ANGLIA: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.25
Newsroom. 4.35 Romper room. 4.55
London. 6.05 About Anglia. 6.30 Cross-
roads. 6.55 London. 7.55 Marcus

Welby. 8.53 London. 11.45 Reflection.

ATV MIDLANDS: 11.00-2.55 London.,
4.02 Women today. 4.10 Peyton Place.
4.40 Tingha and Tucker club. 4.55
London. 6.05 ATV today. 6.30 Cross-
roads. 6.55 London. 7.55 Man in a
suitcase. 8.53 London. 11.40 Pinpoint.
12.02 Pulse, weather.

ULSTER: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.30
Romper room. 4.50 News. 4.55 Any-

thing you can do. 5.20 London. 6.05

UTV reports. 6.30 Crossroads. 6.55
London. 7.55 Marcus Welby. 8.53
London.

YORKSHIRE: 11.00 Schools. 3.55
Houseparty. 4.10 Enchanted house.
4.25 Matinee. 4.55 London, 6.07

Calendar. 6.25 F troop. 6.55 London.
7.55 Saint. 8.53 London. 11.45 Weather.

GRANADA: 11.00-2.55 London. 3.50
Encore—It’s Trueman. 4.15 News. 4.17
Tingha and Tucker club., 4.25 Short
story. 4.55 London. 6.05 Newsview.
6.25 Gilligan’s island. 6.55 London.
7.55 Baron. 8.53 London, 11.45 What
the papers say.

TYNE TEES: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.05
Newsroom. 4.07 Stories of Tuktu,
4.25 Stewart style. 4.55 London. 6.05
Newsroom, 6.25 Brannigan., 6.55 Lon-
don. 7.55 Avengers. 8.53 News. 8.55
London. 11.45 News. 12.02 Jarrow.

BORDER: 1.40-2.55 London, 4.00 News,
4.02 Houseparty. 4.15 Freud on food.
4.40 Tingha and Tucker club. 4.55
London. 6.05 News. 6.30 Crossroads.
6.55 London. 7.55 The Champions.
8.53 London. 11.45 News.

SCOTTISH: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.20
Scotland early, 4.30 London. 6.05
Scotland now. 6.25 Raw deal? 6.55
London. 7.55 The Champions. 8.53

Lo’r;don. 11.15 Dangerman. 12.10 Late
call.

GRAMPIAN: 11.00-2.55 London. 4.15
Tingha and Tucker club. 4.30 Sincerely
Bernadette, 4.55 London. 6.00 News.
6.10 Grampian Week. 6.30 Crossroads.
6.55 London. 7.55 Randall and Hop-
kirk (Deceased). 8.45 Police News.
8.53 London. 11.45 Epilogue.

opened with this recording
and was followed by some
highlights of the week’s sport.
Then came the big turn, the
Prime Minister.

He carefully and skilfully
trod his way down the middle
of the road on the question
of the S African cricket tour.

On the one hand people
should be free to demonstrate;
on the other they mustn’t go
too far.

On this side he conceded
the cricket authorities every
right to do what they liked,
on the other he wished they
might show themselves as good
sports and change their minds
about the tour.

A

Liberally sprinkling sporting
metaphors through his finely
executed pirouettes, he tried
to avoid offence both to the
black Commonwealth govern-
ments — with whom British
capital has so much trade—
and to the S African govern-
ment — with whom  British
capital also has so much trade.

He told us of his golf
handicap, apparently reticently,
and with a suitable display of
self-deprecating humour, but
throughout maintained ‘the
grave features of the office he
loves so well.

David Coleman provided an
excellent foil, giving his usual

clipped and efficient per-
formance.
The night was also well

chosen because it apparently
just happened that Heath was
due to appear on commercial
television at the same time!

w
This clever manoeuvering
was accommodated by the

impartial BBC though and it
was arranged that Mr Wilson
should finish almost exactly
before Mr Heath was to begin.

Dutifully changing channels
we then witnessed the con-
siderably less adroit Tory
leader doing his public dance
with three journalists to pro-
vide the °‘tough’ questions in
accompaniment.

Hesitating only micro-
seconds before answering he
too did his best to create his
image of the responsible, com-
passionate man of affairs.

Neither of these men exactly
leave an impression of can-
dour, but being less technically

accomplished Heath also
appears to be shifty. The
open-faced, attentive smile
clearly ‘hides the real in-

tensions.
This was highlighted at one

Harold Wilson

point when he requested Paul
Foot of ‘Private Eye’ (now
sharing a new respectability as
well as the table with ‘The
Times’ and ‘The Guardian’)
not to take the statements of
trade union leaders on threat-
ened Tory union ‘reform’ at
their face value.

Quite; that would be ex-
tremely foolish. Needless to
say no one took up this
cynical request.

The News at Ten (ITN)
then carried extracts from both
performances and next day the
papers did their bit too.

Clearly the preparations for
the General Election are under
way. The use and manipula-
tion of television and the press
is an essential part of the
build-up of lies, half-truths
and deceptions.

As the press pursues a ruth-
less, no innuendo spared,
campaign against the ‘Reds’,
as ITN offers money for in-
formation and tries to intimid-
ate by its presence, so they
also lend themselves, along
with the BBC to more subtle
uses.

A

Offers of facilities to a
documentary unit in N Ire-
land by the Home Office in
return for a copy of the film;
decisions not to transmit even
the mildest programme on
Peterloo last autumn because
‘This is not an appropriate
time to put it out’; banned
films at the BBC and else-
where which deal with ‘sen-
sitive areas’; cynical careerism
on the part of many re-
searchers, directors and pro-
ducers who sell their skills
to the highest bidder—all this
and much more like new
appointments and subtle purges
add up to the growing attempt
at tighter control by the
bourgeoisie.

And the very next night we
were treated to yet another
edition of the Harold Wilson
show.

This time he had a different
partner in the shape of Alastair
Burnet, but the dance was
remarkably similar.

‘The Prime Minister at
Chequers’ (LWT May 1) was
clearly a recent inspiration of
the government’s advertising
men in that it replaced the
publicized programme at quite
short notice.

Again, under the guise of
a non-political programme,
Mr Wilson attempted to put
himself over on us as dis-
tinguished by a conspicuous
restraint.

Done as an outside broad-
cast, using cumbersome tele-
vision cameras and edited
video-tape rather than film,
the programme was a model
of stilted informality and fluid
rigidity.

It was a clumsy, clodhopping
and ponderous piece of non-
sense that was designed as
another vehicle for election
year.

They strolled in the grounds
(with a dog of course), they
posed on the front steps where
Wilson used the same gag
about his golf handicap as the
night before.

Wilson freely associated
himself with the long line of
distinguished agents of British
capitalism who have used the
place during their time of
office, especially with ‘Win-
ston’, that great character.

We were then invited by
homely Harold to ‘come and
have some coffee with Mary’,
which we did, only to sink
into some paralysed dialogue
about the weather and the air
and the problems of ‘running
a home here’.

(The place is run by the
WRENS and WRAF, anyway.)

act -disgusting ..in its Philis-
tinism, he went on to say that
he would never touch up a
Reubens ‘still less a Reubens
touched up by a Churchill’.

w

We heard of Mr Wilson’s
good work with paraplegics
from Stoke Mandeville hos-
pital, his admiration for
‘practically everything Arthur
Bryant has written on English
history’ and we then settled
down in the Long Gallery for
a series of justifications of
Labour policies under the pre-
text of ‘going over some
decisions made here’.

He propounded how he be-
came convinced of the neces-
sity of putting our defence
effort into Europe and then of
going into the Common
Market, despite his announced
policy at the Election; he
explained how British influence
has risen in the UN and the
Commonwealth (despite his
warnings on ‘Sportsnight’ that
the S African tour prejudiced
relations with the Common-
wealth countries).

Finally he hinted that the
future of trade-union legis-
lation was not at all settled.

Suitably the whole thing was
produced and directed by the
team who do the David Frost
and Simon Dee shows.

And all this play-acting
came in the same week that
the BBC announced a big cut-
back in its drama schedule—
one of its most exciting and,
for a period, stimulating pro-
grammes. This will be only
one step in the developing
collapse.

STILL AVAILABLE

Special 64 page issue

Fourth Internationa

A Journal of International Marxism

Published by the International Committee of the Fourth International

186a Clapham High Street, London, S.W.4

Editors: Tom Kemp, Cliff Slaughter

PRICE 7s. 6d.
|



- PAGE FOUR

WORKERS PRESS

Wednesday, May 6, 1970

Speed-up
threat to
university

technicians

TODAY IS the deadline for
the university technicians’
claim for settlement of their
21 per cent job-evaluation
award.

The increase was sanctioned
by the Pricés and Incomes
Board but the Department of
Employment and Productivity
(DEP) later threw the settle-
ment out.

This cut short the cele-
brations in the technicians’
union, Association of Scien-
tific, Technical and Managérial
Staffs (ASTMS), which had
circulated literature proclaim-
ing the ‘biggest award ever’.

The lack of any substantial
rise for a prolonged period
and the total commitment of
union officials to productivity
has removed many technicians’
illusions about the nature of
productivity deals.

Job evaluation was intro-
duced on the initiative of the
union which saw this as the
most convenient way of
achieving parity with medical
technicians, themselves at pre-
sent fighting for higher pay.

Heavy fire

But the ASTMS leadership
will come under increasingly
héavy fire as phase three is
introduced. This contains the
most vicious clauses in the
deal.

Some sections of the leader-
ship have expressed reserva-
tions about phase three, but
consider it would be possible
to oppose its impleméntation
after gaining two increments
for the first two phases.

Doubly difficult

The fight will now be doubly
difficult because the ASTMS
leadership accepts the prin-
ciple of productivity.

There is already talk of
further industrial action if the
latest talks do not produce
résults.

Warehousemen
strike may
hit motors

FORTY warehousemen at two
Wilmot Breeden factories in
Birmingham struck over a pay
claim yesterday, the second
time in a week.

150 workers making door
handles were laid off as a
result of the stoppage. Wilmot
Breeden also make door locks,
handles and other parts, and a
company spokesman said the
strike was ‘a serious threat’ to
the jobs of many more wor-
kers in the car industry.

WEATHER

London area, S-E, central
southern and central northern
England, E and W Midlands,

Channel Islands: Sunny
periods, perhaps outbreaks of
thundery rain later. Wind

southerly, moderate or fresh.
Warm. Max. 20C (68F).

Edinburgh: Mainly dry.
Cloudy near East coast, other-
wise warm and sunny. Winds
South easterly, moderate or
fresh. Rather cold near East
coast, otherwise warm. Max.
19C (66F) but 10C (50F) near

coast.

S-E and N-W England: Sunny
spells, some showers. Wind
southerly, fresh or strong.
Warm. Max. 18C (64F).
Glasgow area, N Ireland:
Mainly cloudy, rain at times.
Wind South easterly, fresh or
strong. Warm. Max. 16C (61F).
Outlook for Thursday and
Friday: Rather cloudy in Scot-
land and eastern counties of
England, otherwise mainly
bright. Dry in most places but
thundery outbreaks of rain
likely in southern counties of
England. Temperatures above
or near normal.
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LATE NEWS

EUROPEAN SOCCER NOW
ONSIDE (See this page)
Compromise agreement
reached with 30 Milan

groundstaff.

NEW YORK STOCK
MARKET

(See page one)

After first hour of business
Dow Jones index was 712.05
—down 2.51 in reaction to
Cambodia and campus dem-
onstrations.

PILKINGTON (See page one)

The National Executive of
the General and Municipal
Workers’ Union today dis-
cussed the unofficial strike at
the Pilkington glass plant and
ordered an inquiry into its
St Helens branch.

FEW AMERICANS LAND

Saigon, Tuesday—US troops
met such heavy fire and bad
weather today that helicopters
could land only a fraction of
the 6,000 men committed to
the third offensive into Cam-
bodia.

Washington, Tuesday—Pre-
sident Nixon and top admin-
istration officials gave con-
gressional committees  an
optimistic report today on t};e
progress of US operations in
Cambodia.

Glasgow

Tories slash
housing

GLASGOW TORIE

FROM M. SHAW

(o]
S have launched a vicious

two-pronged attack against workers in dire
need of homes and against direct labour scheme

building workers.

The municipal housing programme is being slashed
and 600 building workers face the threat of sackings this
summer in a city where the jobless level stands at 4.7

per cent.

Last year, out of a target
of 4,500 houses only 1,311
were started. The number
of corporation houses com-
pleted was only 4,577.

There are 47,000 families
on the housing list. This figure
was arrived at after drastic
pruning of the 1968 list of
80,000.

To qualify for the list,
householders must have lived
in Glasgow for eight years,
and to qualify for a house
they must have been on the
list for 15 years. Added to
this are the families who have
to be re-housed through re-
devélopment—Ilast year they
numbered 5,000.

Deficit

Tory policy is to reduce the
£7.8 million deficit in the
housing revenue account by
introducing ‘economic rents’,

the selling of corporation
houses, more private enter-
prise building and more

houses for sale.

The proposed cuts in the
direct labour force are initially
to be in the new building
department.

It is claimed that the main-
tenance section will remain
practically unchanged.

At present the direct labour
department eémploys 4,362 —
2,543 on maintenance and
1,819 on new building.

Consultants

The workers themselves
claim that over the past two
years the labour force has
dropped by 1,000. The de-
cision to makeé further cuts
follows a report of P.A. Man-
agement Consultants who re-
commended that the depart-
ment should have a building
target of 800 to 1,000 houses
a year, which would require
600 less men.

It is notable that almost
simultaneous with the manage-
ment consultants’ report, it
was announced that a contract
for re-wiring 50,000 corpora-
tion houses at a cost of
£334,870 had been awarded to
a private contractor.

This clearly demonstrates
that the building workers’ de-
mand that the direct labour
department be extended is
perfectly valid.

Incénsed by the actions of
the Tory council, they staged
a half-day token stoppage last
week and marched to the City

QNIRRT

Chambers, demanding no re-
dundancies take place and
that the housing programme
be expanded.

But the temper of the
demonstrators indicated that
many had illusions in the

ability of a Labour council to
put things right.

It is correct to fight tooth
and nail to clear the Tories
out, but it would be folly to
assume that the re-election of
a Labour majority on the
council would resolve Glas-
gow's housing or building pro-
gramme,

The Labour leadership here
has consistently supported the
right-wing policies of Wilson
on all major questions.

Fight

The only alternative is to
carry through a detérmined
fight for socialist policies —
nationalization of land, build-
ing industries and banks,
without compensation and
under workers’ control.

In such a struggle the direct
labour workers must unite
with  building workers in
private contracting who also
face large-scale unemployment
due to the housing cutback.

fryer

@® FROM PAGE ONE

bution to the building of
the revolutionary party and
the development of its
theory.

Mr Fryer hates all this.

He tries to hide his love of
the status quo, his sceptic-
ism towards the working
class and his hatred of
Marxist théory and demo-
cratic centralism by a sneer-
ing and untruthful reference
to ‘Gerry Healy’s enter-
prises’.

“More arms d call
as Israel
hard-pressed

BY A FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

SPEAKING to a recent meeting of the Tel
Aviv Israeli-American Society, former US
Vice-President Hubert Humphrey called for
more arms to be supplied to the Meir govern-

ment.

No answer
to shipyard
closures

THE ABSENCE of any serious resolution on the crisis
in shipbuilding for the Boilermakers’ Society delegate
conference is evidence of the efforts which are being
made by trade union officials, aided by the Communist
Party, to prevent a political struggle taking place.

A Scottish executive mem-
ber said recently that whilst it
was union policy to national-
ize the shipbuilding industry,
he did not intend to rock the

boat.
Dan McGarvey, boiler-
makers’ president, has made

statements to the effect that
the redundancies proposed on
the Clyde were unavoidable.

No conflict
The Communist Party does
not want to conflict with
these people and it tailors
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BY A WORKERS PRESS
CORRESPONDENT

its line to one of class col-
laboration.

At one Boilermakers’ Society
branch in Glasgow, CP mem-
bers blocked a resolution for
the immediate nationalization
of shipbuilding under workers’
control.

The majority of delegates
from the Clyde are CP mem-
bers and they know that such
a resolution would throw them
into conflict with the ‘left’
McGarvey.

A long resolution from Bill-
ingham B branch complains
against the strain of working
on night shift in shipbuilding
bearing testimony of the effect
of productivity deals signed
two years ago.

Hatred

Hatred of such deals is
shown by a resolution from
Dundee which calls for a £20
minimum wage with no strings
attached.

Hull calls for a wage mini-
mum of £30. A clash on wages
policy is therefore likely to
be a major question.

Glasgow 11B branch has an
amendment on the Grange-
mouth construction site dis-
pute in which it calls for the
rejection of all productivity
deals and condemns the
union’s executive for drawing
up a final settlement at
Grangemouth which must be
amongst the worst ever signed.

Importance

A discussion on the Grange-
mouth events is of great im-
portance.

Despite the threat of mass
sackings from Upper Clyde
Shipbuilders and the possible
closure of other yards, such
as Cammell Lairds, and despite
rank-and-file attempts to press
for the nationalization of the
yards and an all-out strike
against sackings, a Grange-
mouth type deal is being pre-
pared.

Amongst the policy resolu-
tions is one which congratu-
lates ‘Tribune’ and the ‘Morn-
ing Star’ on their support for
boilermakers’ struggles.

Lessons

The Grangemouth dispute
has lessons on this question
also.

The ‘Star’s’ Scottish cor-
respondent refused during the
strike there last year to go
near the site, because, he said,
it was an inter-union dispute.

THIS May Day meeting of
the Socialist Labour League
and the Young Socialists
warns the British working
class of the extremeély grave
threat represented by the
widening of the war in Viet-
nam and the sudden collapse
of the major stock markets
1 of the world.

Nixon’s decision to in-
vade Cambodia and re-
commence the bombing of
N Vietnam is the most con-
clusive proof of the failure
of US imperialism to de-
stroy the national liberation
movement in Vietnam.

The resistance of the
Vietnamese people has
proved to be invincible and
Nixon’s ‘ Vietnamization ’
policy—Ilike Johnson’s ‘peace

talks’ is provéed to be a
fraud.

We state unequivocally
that peace, independence

and unity will come to Viet-
nam only after the complete
defeat and rout of the US
impérialist forces.

On this May Day we re-
dedicate ourselves to this
task by calling for inter-
national working-class ac-
tion against the war and by
linking this struggle to the
building of Trotskyist par-
ties in every country of the
world.

the Liverpool dockers and
Girling stewards for their
actions on May 1.

This meeting further con-
demns the counter-revolu-
tionary policy of world
Stalinism aimed at recon-
vening the Geneva confer-

We applaud the action of

MAY DAY RESOLUTION, 1970

This is the full text of the May Day resolution adopted by the
Political Committee of the Socialist Labour League on May 3, 1970,
which formed the basis of speeches at the SLL and Young Socialist
‘meeting following our magnificent demonstration last Sunday.

ence and bétraying the
heroic struggles of the
Vietnamese workers.

@® Down with secret

diplomacy and Stalinism
—ally of Franco and the
Greek junta!

Like the Viétnamese, the
Palestinian people’s struggle
for s e lf - determination
against Zionist oppression
demands the support of the
European working class and
a thorough exposure of the
United Nations as a tool of
imperialism, as well as the
attempts of imperialism and
the Soviet bureaucracy to
impose a settlement against
the wishes of the Arab
peoples.

Down with Zion-
ism! Long live the unity
of Arab and Jewish wor-
kers in the struggle for a
socialist Palestine !

We support the struggles
of all colonial or semi-
colonial peoples in their
struggles against imperialism
and capitalist dictatorship
and demand the immediate
release of Hugo Blanco and
all other political prisoners
held by the military dic-
tatorships in Péru, Brazil,
Argentina and elsewhere.

This meeting condemns
the support extended to the
Peruvian junta by the
Cuban government as a be-
trayal of thé Peruvian wor-

kers and peasants and of
the Cuban revolution.

We pledge our support
for the workers and peasants
of South and Central Africa
in their struggle to over-
throw the hated racist dic-
tatorships of Vorster and
Smith and their native ex-
ploiters.

Pious gestures such as the
‘Stop the '70s Tour’ will do
nothing to liberate the
African peoples from British
imperialism—only a move-
ment plédged to nationalize
the oil and mining mono-
polies can do that. We call
on Wilson to break off all
relations with these regimes!

We declare our solidarity
with all the workers in
Ulster who are fighting for
the withdrawal of British
troops and for a socialist
Ireland.

This meeting further re-
cognizes the grave economic
situation of world imperial-
ism and the prospect of a
major world depression now
facing the capitalist class.
This crisis cannot be solved
by Keynesian ‘réforms’ or
Fabian palliatives. It is a
fundamental crisis and can
be solved only by anti-capi-
talist measures such as the
nationalization of the banks,
the shutting down of the
Stock Exchange, the con-
fiscation of all monopolies

and their operations under
workeérs’ control.

Such a programme, to be
effective, must be tied to
the perspective of the Social-
ist United States of Europe
as a revolutionary alterna-
tive to the creation of the
Common Market or other
regional trade groups which
perpetuate imperialist rival-
ries and intensify the an-
archy of capitalism and the
exploitation of the workers
by the big monopolies.

@® We say down with
the Common Market!
Long live the Socialist
United States of Europe!
Withdraw Soviet troops
from Czechoslovakia !
Down with NATO!

We greét the struggles of
the European working class
as the harbinger of the
coming socialist revolution.

We greet in particular the
Alliance des Jeunes pour le
Socialisme and the Freénch
section of the International
Committee of the Fourth
International and express
complete support for their
struggle against illegalization
by the Pompidou govern-
ment and for their fight for
the united front of the
workers’ parties and the
creation of a Socialist Party-
Communist Party govern-
ment in the next elections.

In Britain, the capitalist

monopolies and their rep-
resentatives in the Tory
Party, disappointed by the
failure of Wilson to imple-
ment a wage freeze and
state control of the unions,
aré preparing to shackle the
unions and illegalize revolu-
tionary groups and parties
—if they are returned.

The present witch-hunt of
Rosemary Whippe and the
fraudulent campaign of ‘law
and order’ by the Tories are
the first steps to bamboozle
the middle class and back-
ward workers.

The SLL and the YS warn
all workers of the sinistér
implications of this witch-
hunt and condemns the
Communist Party and the
International Socialism
group for their unprincipled
and equivocal stand—which
lends comfort to the ruling
class and legitimacy to the
capitalist press lies.

We declare our implacable
hatred of Toryism and
Liberalism and .call on all
workers to vote Labour and
defeat the Tories at the
next general election and
use the respite gained to
build the revolutionary
alternative to Wilson: the
SLL and the YS.

This meeting, in conclu-
sion, salutes the Workers
Press and its invaluable
service in exposing the be-
trayals of the right wing
and Stalinists and in fight-
ing the Tories and pledges
full support to the Inter-
national Youth Conference
and the Young Socialists’
anti-Tory rally in the autumn
of 1970.

Taking a leaf out of
Nixon’s Cambodia book,
Humphrey expressed the
hope that the US Ad-
ministration ‘will see to
it, without fanfare but
with = deeds, that the
means of Israel’s defence
are assured’.

But not everything is
running smoothly for
the Zionists.

Following the recent
series of military set-backs
in the Suez Canal zone
comes news of a strike by
tugboat and berthing crews
at the port of Haifa.

27 freighters are at the
moment unable to dis-
charge their cargo—much
of it being material vital for
the war against the Arabs.

The scare about Soviet
pilots was obviously de-
signed to win support for
more arms deliveries to
Israel, whose rulers are
now hard pressed both by
the liberation movement in
the annexed areas and the
stirrings of the Israeli
working class at home.

European
soccer final
offside?

REPRESENTATIVES of Milan
city council, trade unions and
the Italian soccer league were
meeting yesterday to discuss
the possibility of a postpone-
ment of today’s European Cup
Final because of strike action
by 30 groundstaff.

The workers are expected

to join the strike called by
Milan’s 16,000 municipal
workers.

A suggestion to call in
troops to maintain the pitch
was rejected because of the
risk of clashes with pickets.

Thousands of fans are con-
verging on Milan from Rotter-
dam and Glasgow to watch
Celtic play Feijenoord.

On arrival Celtic’s plane was
forced to switch airports be-
cause of an airport workers’
strike.

N

So-called Vietcong suspects catured inside Cambodia interrogated at a S Vietnam compound.

<

U.S. aggression
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But the essence of their
policy—that of seeking an
accommodation with im-
perialism — remains un-
changed.

It was in the name of such
a strategy that Stalin opposed
the victory of the Chinese
Communists from the middle-
1920s right through to Mao’s
triumph in 1949.

Khrushchev simply carried
on where Stalin left off. In
the winter of 1962-1963, the
Soviét bureaucracy sent MIG
fighters to Nehru when Indian
troops clashed with Chinese
forces in the Himalayas.

Encouraged

Khrushchev’s  anti-Chinese
stance encouraged US im-
perialism to step up its com-
mitment in SE Asia. By 1965,
US troops were being sent to
S Vietnam in their hundreds
of thousands. The first phase
of the US war against China
had begun — with the con-
nivance of the Soviet bureau-

cracy.
For at no time have the
Soviet leaders given any

undertaking to defend China
if she is attacked by imperial-
ist forces. And even worse, all
military and economic assist-
ance was withdrawn from
China by the Stalinists in the
early 1960s. The green light
for the US offensive was
switched on.

Now the successors of Stalin
and Khrushchev are reaping
the harvest of the buréau-
cracy’s anti-China policy.

Repeated talk of a Soviet
military strike against

Chinese nuclear installations

has so emboldened US

Army leaders that they now

feel free to go all the way

in their war against the
peoples of SE Asia.

This sharp turn has scared
both civilian and military
leaders in Moscow. Kosygin
was compelled to warn Nixon
on Monday that his new
policy was wrecking all possi-
bilities of reaching a com-
promise over disarmament
(the Strategic Arms Limitation
Talks are now in progress
in Vienna).

- About turn

This follows the bureau-
cracy’s about turn on the

Geneva Peace conference,
whose re-call the Stalinists
have been demanding for the
last five years.

Now with Wilson and the
Tories taking up the tune, the
Kremlin has had to drop its
own demand, and instead play
up to the anti-US bourgeois in
France and Germany by call-
ing. for an all - European
Security Conference.

Still resting on the property
relations established by the
Revolution of 1917, the
bureaucracy feels the pressure
of impérialism building up on
the workers’ states, as the
economic crisis deepens in
Europe and the USA.

Trapped between the mount-
ing militancy of the working
class—including its own—and
the imperialist offénsive, the
bureaucracy twists and turns
in an attempt to adapt to both
these pressures, while main-
taining its own special posi-
tion and privileges within the
workers’ states.

So Henry Ford 11 is awarded
VIP treatment in Moscow one
day —and his political and
military spokesmen are de-
nounced as imperialist war-
mongers the next.

The defence of China and
the prévention of war cannot
be entrusted to this parasitic
and essentially conservative
force, any more than it can be
handed over to the Wilsons
and the Brandts.

The May Day strikes in

Italy and Liverpool in

IR,

AS US and S Vietnamese
troops pushed forward into
Cambodia yesterday on three
fronts, orders were given to
destroy completely the town
of Snoul, some 40 miles from
the border.

Napalm, 500-pound bombs
and tanks are being used to
raze the town to the ground
in an effort to trap the elusive
‘N Vietnamese troops’.

Even yesterday’s ‘Guardian’
had to admit that ‘pro-Com-
munist Cambodian troops’ are
involved in the fighting.

As the US military machine
continues to destioy every-
thing in its path, the libera-
tion forces are reported to be
within 20 miles of the capital
Phnom Penh.

China has announced that
it is breaking off all diplo-
matic relations with the Cam-
bodian regime.

RUTHHTEHTTT

Stock Market crisis
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raise spirits on Wall Street
either : they made a net loss
of over $10 million in the
first quarter of 1970, making a
total loss of $25.7 million
since October.

As the rest of the world’s
Stock Exchanges drift down-
wards in sympathy with Wall
Street, the future of Investors
Overseas Services becomes
more and more shaky.

There is rumour of a pos-
sible take-over by a consor-

tium of European banks and
10S shares continued to fall
on most exchanges yesterday.

1969 profits, to be an-
nounced shortly, are expected
to be even worse than was
predicted earlier.

Allen Cantor, one of I0S’s
top three men, was in Paris
on Monday for talks with
Rothschilds. y

Meanwhile, the West Ger-

man Federal Banking Com-
mission gave a very cautious
report on the investieations
of TOS’s German activities.
While stating that no irreg-

ularities had been found, an
official of- the Economics
Ministry told journalists that
a further and stricter check
was now proceeding.

Stop sales

If anything irregular came
to light, the government
would use its right to stop
the sale of shares.

When the London Stock
Exchange opened yesterday,
prices had dropped dramati-
cally. The news of a rise in
British gold reserves was ig-
nored by investors.

solidarity with the peoples
of Indo-China have already
mapped out the road tF.
entire international wor' .ng
class must follow if a chird
world war is to be -.verted.

The US working class has
a special responsiility in this
respect. Nixon ‘s now fighting
a war on tw-, fronts—against
the Indo-C'unese and against
the ant’-war movement at
home.

Tlie savage massacre on the
campus of Kent State Univer-
sity, Ohio, is just a foretaste
of what is to come unless the
immense power of the US
working class is brought into
the fight against Nixon’s drive
towards a third world war.

Nixon’s decision to bys
pass the Congress and Sen-
ate, and rely purely on the
military arm of the execu-
tive state machinery, repre-
sents a sharp lurch to the
right in the USA, towards
a form of Bonapartist rule.

Splits

The splits in the ruling class
over Indo-China are now
so deep, a single line of action
can only be pursued by over-
riding long established par-

liamentary institutions and
traditions.
Johnson at least went

through the motions of a de-
bate and vote on the ‘Gulf
of Tonkin incident’, staged
to provide him with the pre-
text for intervention in S
Vietnam.

Today Nixon dare not risk
such a confrontation even
with his supporters in the
Republican Party.

In Britain, we have to re-
double our efforts to secure
wider and more concerted
strike actions against the war.

The witch-hunting reac-
tion of the ruling class and
its press to the first serious
solidarity action of the
British working class on
Vietnam proves that the
imperialists are being hit
where it hurts them most.

Treachery

The May Day action would
have been all the more power-
ful had it not been for the
treachery of 'the Stalinists and
their ‘left’ allies in the trade
unions and parliament, who
have consistently opposed in-
dependent working-class in-
dustrial action against the
Vietnam war.

All along they have argued
for more ‘pressure’ on Wilson
and the leaders of US im-
perialism.

Today their policy lies in
ruins. It is a reformist fraud.

Following the success of the
Liverpool strike, we must take
the demand for industrial
action into all the major
unions, and demand that their
leaders call a national day of
solidarity strike action against
Nixon’s war.

Solidarity with Indo-China
was a central theme of our
May Day march and meeting.
We must now translate our
slogans into action.

Pilkington
Sirike
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stage of which fell due on
May 2, had the effect of re-
ducing bonus earnings.

RANKLES

The experience rankles.

Pickets at Ravenhead Works
were equally determined.

‘We’re fighting to earn a
living wage in St Helens,’
said one young striker.

‘What do they earn at
Ford’s or Vauxhall’'s or any
decent factory—and my basic’s
£130,

‘They’re trying to starve us
back’, said another, ‘but
they’re not on.’

UNION CHANGE

The attempts of G&MWU
officials to obtain a return to
work on the company’s terms
are a major source of bitter-
ness and it seems likely that
many glass workers — one
strike leader put the figure
as high as 30,000—will leave
on the pattern of the 1969
Ford strike and join the
T&GWU.

TUC
leaders
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papers in defence of its mem-
bers’ interests, which will be
affected if the national news-
papers stop publication.

The NPA has clearly made
up its mind to stand and fight
the print workers, whose
militancy and organization in
the past have wrung big in-
creases in wages from the
newspaper employers.

Any retreat by the printing
unions at this stage can only
strengthen the newspaper em-
ployers’ drive to rationalize
the industry at the expense of
the workers.

Student
shut down

demanded

THE US National Students’
Association, representing about
500 campuses, has demanded
a complete shut down of
educational establishments,
following the Kkilling of four
students on Monday by
National Guardsmen.

60 campuses have so far
answered the call. At the
University of Maryland, a
state of emergency has been
declared by the governor and
the National Guard are now
enforcing an 8.30 p.m. to
6 a.m. curfew.

PLANE
WORKERS
WANT £5

ABOUT 600 workers at the
Royal Aircraft Establishment,
Bedford, began a work-to-
rule yesterday in support of
a £5 a week pay claim.

They also gave their unions
and the Ministry of Techno-
logy two-weeks to reach agree-
ment or face possible strike
action.

Beer Strike

BEER delivery men at the
Courage (Eastern) Ltd. bott-
ling plant in Park Street,
Southwark, London, held a
one-day strike yesterday over
a pay dispute.
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