REAGAN IN CRISIS

DOWN WITH
THIS CRIMINAL
GOVERNMENT!

LABOR PARTY'

NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNN




TRUTH o No. 218 o January/February 1987

Organ of the Trotskyist Organization of the USA,
Fraternal Section of the Fourth International,
For a Trotskyist Congress Rebuilding the US. Section of the Fourth International

P.O. Box 32846, Detroit, Michigan 48232
Combined January/February issue due to technical problems. Resumption of monthly publication
with March issue.

Editorial Board: Kevin FitzPatrick, Margaret Guttshall, David Mark, Fred Michaels, Barbara Putnam

Contentes:
Down with the Criminal Government!
Labor Party! Statement of Secretariatue. 1

Trotskyist/Revolutionary Conference — San Francisco December 1986 ... 4
Wayne State University and UAW Local 2071 after the strike .wuw. 9
Global Conflict ... 11

Subscriptions to Truth and Fourth International:
Introductory (3 issues of Truth; 3 issues of FI) — $2; Regular (12 issues of each) — $10;
Supporting (12 issues of each) — $20

Other publications available:

French:

La Quatrieme Internationale

La Verite (Organ of the Revolutionary Workers League of France)

Revolution Permanente (Organ of the Antilles Committee of the Fourth International)
Nouvelle Etape by Gerard Laffont

Elements d’un Bilan (pour un Congres Trotskyste) by Daniel Assouline

Les Trotskystes Dans La Revolution Polonaise by Alain Cavalier

Polish:
Walka Klas

Spanish:

La Cuarta Internacional

La Aurora (Organ of the Revolutionary Workers Party of Spain)
Insurrecion (Organ of the Bolivian Committee of the Fourth International)
Anti—Carrillo by Anibal Ramos

Ensayo General by Anibal Ramos

Los Trotskyistas en la Revolucion Polaca by Alain Cavalier

For prices and further information, write to us at the above address.




------------------------------------

Down with the Criminal Government!

Labor Party!

Statement of the Secretariat of the Trotskyist Organization

The Reagan administration is in the worst
crisis of its six year existence. In fact,
this is the biggest crisis of US imperialism
since its defeat in Vietnam and the Nixon
Watergate crisis in 1973.

This is an opportunity for the working class
to take the initiative against Reagan and the
entire capitalist system. Down with the
Criminal Government! Labor Party!

What exactly is the crisis?

Reagan's advisers on the National Security
Council (NSC) have been caught secretly
supplying arms to Iran end using the profits
to fund the contras trying to overthrow the
Nicaraguan government. The funding of the
contres occurred in 1985 when it wes
expressly forbidden by law. In other words,
Reagan, as chief law enforcement officer, has
been violating the law!

But that is not =2ll. George Bush, the vice
president, has been directly Ilinked to
supplying the contras through private firms
as the testimony of Hasenfus, the CIA
mercenary caught by the Nicaraguans while
ferrying arms to the contras, shows. Later,
Bush’s own press statements on the Hasenfus
affair and statements from other mercenaries
have confirmed this.

Other crimes that have been exposed include:

. funding of both sides of the Iran—Irag war,
so that the radicalized messes of both
countries would wipe each other outs

. giving the names of Iranian dissidents to
the Iranian government which subseguently
murdered all 200 of them;

. the funding of the contras through the sale
of cocaine in the US;

. the funding of right—-wing politicians in the
1986 elections with profits from the arms
sales.

Secretary of

Reagan’s senior advisers —

State George Shultz, Chief of Staff Donald
Regan and CIA Director William Casey — have
all testified before congressional committees
(in secret of course) that not only did they
know nothing of these deals but Reagan knew
nothing.

This claim is a lie. It is his administration.
All of the crimes committed have been in
support of policies advocated by Reagan’s
administration.

Since the crisis began, Pat Buchanan, an
important White House aide along with other
Reegen supporters, has been leading a campaign
to convince the country that Lt. Colonel
QOliver North, the NSC member immediately
responsible for contra funding, is a “hero;”
that the guestion is not illegal funding but
"stopping communism in Central America.” While
Reagan says "mistekes were made” the White
House staff is defending the entire affair!
Even worse, Buchanan has even stated that he
is "intrigued’ by the idea of running for
President himself.

For large sections of the working class, it is
now becoming clear that at the heart of
Reaganism, at the heart of all the recent US
administrations and their "democratic” foreign
policy, has been a secret government that
conducts its policy as it sees fit. But this
"secret government” is an open secret among
the politiceal circles of Washington, Democrats
and Republicans. Only the majority of
Americans, especially the working class, have
had it hidden from them.

This government has conducted itself like a
monarchy, with Reagen as king, looking down its
nose at the citizens of the US and the most
elementary democratic rights. While
professing to be for peace, the administration
has conducted a secret and criminal
intervention in Nicaragua: while claiming to be
for civil rights, it has systematically
attacked the geins of Blacks and the civil
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rights movement: while saying it is preparing
prosperity., it has gutted basic industry of
workers and attacked the trade unions.

And Congress, including the Democrats who are
now posturing to recapture the White House in
1888, have danced to Reagan’s tune. The truth
is that key members of both parties in
Congress have known about the criminal
goverment all along, and as co-—conspirators
who have been privy to these secret illegal
acts, they have their own necks to save.

The clear and obvious way to uncover the
crimes of the Reagan administration is
provided for in the constitution — it is for
Congress to impeach Reagan, that is, to bring
him teo trisl. Instead, congressional committees
are frantically trying to determine how much
to let out, and who are going to be the
scapegoats for the President.

Why has the crisis occurred now?

The crisis has been precipitated by the
revelations of the arms sasles. But fertile
conditions for this crisis to grow were
created by the mobilization of the working
class, both here and sbroad. The US workers
have begun to create a movement again — 2
strike wave has begun, demonstrations against
US intervention and apartheid have grown.
The Nicaraguan workers and other oppressed
pecple around the world have delivered
powerful blows against the dictators that US
administrations have supported since World
War II — Iren, Philippines, Haiti.

A secret and illegal government, which has
existed since the turn of the century, was
developed extensively in the last 15 yeers
because of the Vietnam syndrome.” Americans,
and workers in particular, remember the truth
about the imperialist Vietnam war end are
very suspicious of any efforts in that
direction again.

Thus, it has been the mobilization and
conscicusness of the US working class that is
in part responsible for the crisis of the
Reagean administration.

Labor Party

The real task is to give the mobilization of
the US working class, its disgust with the
real face of imperialism that has been exposed
in Reagan’s crisis, a political expression. As
long as working people can only choose between
the bosses twiddledee and twiddledum parties,
thet is, the capitalist Republicen and
Democratic parties, the Nixons and Reagans of
history will escape Justice. Even today, in the
midst of such a deep political crisis, it is
fashionable among bourgeois historians to
rehabilitate Nixon. The working class needs a
Labor Party.

This is the lesson of the Watergate crisis.

The top trade union leadership, leading the
only mass organizations of the working class,
have supported Reagan’s imperialist policy
through supporting the Democratic Party, and
in this sense, it too has been a co—
conspirator in hiding the secret government,
in the criminal acts this government has
committed.

As long as its organizations are dominated by
these misleaders, by a class—collaborationist
leadership, the working class cannot advance
one step against Reagan.

There is a direct link between their class—
collaboration end the current crisis of the
unions. It is in direct proportion to the
working class's isoclation thet our unions have
been weakened. The membership of the unions
has dwindled, concessions have been forced on
us, plants have been closed. By isolating the
US workers, especislly from the Nicaraguan
workers, the trade union leaders have greatly
weakened the workers movement in the US.

This is why it is necessary to struggle for a
Labor Party. Only this struggle can bresk the
grip of this leadership on the unions, place
the working class on the offensive. As long
as there is no broad and deep struggle for a
Labor Party, the Americen workers will sit on
the sidelines during every politicel crisis of
the bosses parties and their government.

The cell for the April 25 demonstration
against US policy in Central American and




South Africa has been endorsed by three top
union leaders — Bieber of the  UAW,
Winpisinger of the IAM and Wynn of the UCFW.
Why? Because they are afraid that the
current crisis of the Resgan administration
coupled with the workers mobilization could
get out of their control, out of the
Democrats control This underlines the
importance of insuring a real mass
participation of workers and the oppressed in
the building of April 25. It also shows that
the Labor Party demand should be one of the
slogans of this action.

Nature of the Government

Marxists have said that the essence of
bourgecis democracy is a "body of armed men,”
with elected officials as window—dressing. Now
that a smell part of this secret government
has been revesled, the Marxist analysis is
shown to be the truth without exaggeration.

The only permanent solution to the anti-
working class government, is a workers
government. First, it is a government thet
would dismantle the entire secret government
and place its creators on trial.

A workers government is a government borne
of the revolutionary mobilization of the
working class and based on its independent
organizations: unions, factory committees,
workers councils. It is a government that
would be truly democratic: all the productive
forces of the society would be under its
control — the factories, =all foreign trade
and the banks. Only when the workers
government is in power, will the working class
interests be defended and advanced on the
level of the entire society.

A Call to Action

The most important thing in face of the
Reagan crisis is for the masses of workers,
especially those whose consciousness has been
shaken, to maeke their voices heard, to act.

We call on all working class organizations to
insure the largest possible participation of
workers in the April 25 actions. We also urge
organizations to discuss a working class
response to the crisis in the April 25

coalitions.

Above  all, we call on working class
organizations and the trade union oppositions
to join in building an Alliance for a Labor
Party.

An importent step forwerd was taken by the
Trotskyist Organization and the Revolutionary
Workers League in signing an joint declaration
to build an ealliance for a Labor Party. Now,
when the criminal Reagan government is being
exposed and the workings of capitelism are
being laid bare for millions of workers and
youth, the orgaenizatiions thet claim to
represent the working class — unions and
political organizations — need +to unite
against the bosseg parties by fighting to
build a Labor Party.

Furthermore, this fight for a Labor Party to
give a political expression to the workers
mobilization needs to be linked now to a
common campaign by workers’ political
organizations, union oppositions, and wunion
locals for a Labor Candidate for President in
1988! This is the central fight that the
Trotskyist Organization will put forward in
the coming months:

Down with the Criminal Government!

Labor Party!

Build a caempaign for a Labor Candidate for
President in 1988!

e
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Trotskyist/Revolutionary Conference —-
San Francisco, December 1986

By MARGARET GUTTSHALL

The Trotskyist/Revolutionary Conference took place
as planned December 5 and 6 in San Francisco. In
this issue of Truth we are publishing a short
report on the conference, the central resolution
adopted by the conference and the speech that our
delegate presented to the conference.

For an Open International Conference!

The Trotskyist/Revoluticnary Conference met
as planned with representatives of the
International Socialist League (ISL), the
Revolutionary Workers League (RWL), the
Socialist Group (S, Britain), the Workers
Revolutionary Party (WRP, Britain), the Workers
Socialist League (WSL), the Trotskyist
Organization and others, December 5 and & in
San Francisco.

After much debate and discussion the
conference decided to call for an open world
conference, open to all tendencies concerned
with Trotskyism and the Fourth International,
for a Preparations Committee open to such
organizations, and to take up both fundamental
political guestions of building the Fourth
International and practical collaboration,
internationally and nationally.

This decision represents an important advance
for the working class vanguard, internationally
and in the U.S, especially in the fight for a
Trotskyist Congress rebuilding the US. Section
of the Fourth International. It shows the
growing realization that +the crisis of
Trotskyism in Americas, Britein, or in any
country, cannot be resolved outside the
struggle in the international working class
vanguard to build the International: it shows
a genuine effort to bresk out of the
isolation of the vanguerd in America and
Britain.

Thus the Trotskyist Organization calls on all
organizations that meke claim to Trotskyism
and the Fourth International, especially the
Socialist Workers Party, the Workers League,
the Internationelist Workers Party, Socialist

Action, and the Fourth Internatiocnalist
Tendency, to Join this struggle. The
coordinating committee is now in the process
of reproducing the resolutions of this
conference. We urge you to read, study,
discuss and distribute them. Organize forums
around them, engage other tendencies in this
fight, raise funds to help finance this work.

At the same time it is necessary to continue
to clerify the fundamental differences that
continue to exist concerning the character of
this international conference, how to prepare
it and our balance sheets, methods, and
perspectives for building the Fourth
International itself. The next issue of Truth
will include =2 more deteiled report on the
conference as well as articles on these
questions.

Central Resolution of the
Trotskyist/Revolutionary Conference

Representatives of various working class
organizations, as well as individual militants,
gathered in the Trotskyist/Revolutionary
Conference, discussed the situation and tasks
before us and adopted the following motions:

L For an open world conference: we call on
all tendencies concerned with Trotskyism and
the Fourth International to join in preparing
an international conference, to establish a
Preparations Committee open to all tendencies
concerned with Trotskyism and the Fourth
International and ready to collaborate in
preparing it on the basis of workers
democracy.

The conference supports the Workers
Revolutionary Party’s initiative to call an
international open Trotskyist conference in
1987 and the WRP criteria for the conference
with the exception of the criteria that
participating tendencies must support  the
building of Trotskyist parties in every
country. The conference supports the
presence of observers at the international
open Trotskyist conference.




For: Internationa] Socialist League (FD (USA)
(ISLEFD)

Revolutionary Workers League/Us (RWL/US)
Socialist Group (Britain) (SG/B)

Trotskyist Org‘anization/USA (TO/USA)

Workers Socialist League/Us WSL/US)

Freedom Socialist Party (Fsp, USA)
Not Voting: wrp

Addendums

Prepared by the WRP and the INICFT),

Wnited 5 ecretariat)’ and
to Trotskyism, without
Areconditions,

3. WRP criteria (attached):

L The resolutions and theses of the f irst four
Congresses of the Comintern,
2. The Transitions)

5. Defense of all national Iiberation movements and
independent governments against the attacks of
mperialism despite  the fundementaj Political
dif ferences betueen Trotskyism and  these
movements, [n particular, defense of those under
direct military attack and threat of intervention
from ] (Niceragua, 3

I’lozambique, Angola, etc)
. The struggle against
bureaucrecy, and the rejection of gj forms of

Central Resolution (continued)

S For a national acticn against U.S. sdpport
to apartheiq in  South Africa and U . S,
intervention America; for a

f. For Joint demonstrations Oor contingents to
defend reproductive rights in January, 1987,

& For joint contingents in the October 1987
national lesbian/gay rights march ON



Washington.

For: ISL(FI) (USA)
RSL/US

TO/USA

WSL/US

Against: O

Abstentions: FSP (USA)
Not Voting: SG/B, WRP; British organizations
not voting on Americen questions.

Addendum: The TO/USA favors meking the fight
for the Alliance for a Labor Party the central
campaign.

Trotskyist Organization Delegate’s
Speech to the Conference

To =all tendencies concerned with building the
Fourth International

For a common struggle to resclve problems of
building the Fourth International: For an
Open World Conference.

Conrades:

The growing working class upsurge that has
developed from Iran, Nicaragua, Poland and
South Africa, to Bolivia, Chile, the British
miners and the American meatpackers, as well
as the shakeup in the Reagan regime that
Journalists are already comparing to
Watergate, present us with both tremendous
opportunities and tremendous responsibilities.
But in order to taske advantage of this
situation, we need to advance in resclving the
crisis of leadership of the working class.

The tendencies meeting at this Conference
differ on meny guestions, yet each is
concerned with +this crisis of leadership.
This expresses the search taking place
throughout the working class vanguard for
solutions to this crisis.

The most significant and healthy feature in
these stirrings in the vanguard, taking this
term in the broadest sense, is the political
ferment within the organizations thet make
claim to Trotskyism and, in particular, the
organizations, tendencies and militant
regroupments that are concerned with the
struggle for the Fourth International, teking
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up @ balance sheet of its crisis, its tasks at
the moment, as well as perspectives and
methods for building ib.

The Tenth World Congress of the Fourth
International (rebuilt) concluded that this
situation both demands and allows the
broadest possible discussion in the ranks of
the international working class vanguard to
clarify the balance sheet of the struggle to
build the Fourth International and determine
the way to advance. And the Trotskyist
Organization is participating in this
Conference to urge =2ll tendencies present,
concerned with building the Fourth
International, to Join in preparing an Open
World Conference, with principled political
struggle and practical collaboration in the
class struggle.

Why a World Conference? Because there is no
sclution to the crisis of Trotskyism in the
United States outside of an understanding of
the crisis of the Fourth International,
particularly its breskup as a world democratic
centralist leadership. Only such an open world
forum of the international proletarian
vanguard can provide a framework in which a
clarification can take place in relation to
the principal international and national
organizations and leaderships that have been
at the heart of the crisis — Fourth
International ({United Secretariat),
International Committee of +the Fourth
International, Fourth International
(International Center of Reconstruction), the
Socialist Workers Party, the Workers
Revolutionary Party, the Parti Communiste
Internationaliste, and others.

Why @an 0Open Conference? Because a
fundamental political struggle with and
between all tendencies in all countries that
make claim to Trotskyism and the Fourth

International is necessary to clarify,
strengthen and develop the principles,
continuity and tasks of the Fourth

International internationally and in every
country. Characterizing and attempting to
exclude particular tendencies from this
process, before the organized discussion has
even been started, is not political struggle. It
avoids and prohibits serious political
struggle, tends to freeze political tendencies
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at their current stage of development. We
should engage Mandel, Barnes, Healy, Lambert,
etc., in a fundamental political struggle in the
preparation of this Open World Conference, a
struggle that they have long attempted to
avold with expulsions, slanders, etc.

This Open World Conference must be prepared
with and take up both principled political
debate and practical collaboration in the class
struggle, like the fight for an Alliance for a
Labor Party based on the unions in the U.S,
international campaigns against racist and
imperialist oppression, particulerly U.S.
support to apartheid in South Africa and the
contras in Nicaragua, as well as others (in
defense of the British miners, workers Poland,
the struggle for workers united fronts and
workers' governments in different countries,
etec . ) Only through such practical
collaboration is it possible to test different
programs, methods, leaderships, and actually
clarify and resolve differences.

Finally, this Open World Conference should not
be seen as a "supreme organ”’ over Trotskyists.
Each tendency must be free to preserve its
own discipline @and follow its own course.
Again, this is the only way to actually clarify
and resolve differences, to actually build the
International and its sections, rather than an
uneasy alliance of national organizations that
breaks up with the first big test.

Comrades:

Naturally, different tendencies among us will
see this Open World Conference in different
ways. How do we see it?

For us, the Fourth International (rebuilt) and
the Trotskyist Organization, this conference
is not an end itself but a step in a process
of convergence and unity, between ourselves
and other tendencies, on 2 basis of
Trotskyist principles and continuity,
internationally and in the U.S. (@ Trotskyist
Congress to rebuild the US. Section). We think
this convergence and unity must be based not
only on Trotskyist principles, that is the
fight for the dictatorship of the proletariat
ve., the line of democracy, but also on
continuity, that is the program, methods,
leaderships and organizations that have waged
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that fight.

For Marxists, the program is not simply a set
of ideas. It is the living struggle in the
living movement of the working class. Thus it
is always necessary to study, analyze and take
a position on the actual struggles that have
taken place in the vanguard of the working
class, in the Fourth Internationeal, especially
the fundamental struggles thaet have taken
place in 1953, 1963, 1966 and 1971-72.

It is necessary to base oneself on and defend
the forces that continued the struggle against
those that have abandoned it or tried to
liguidate it. Tendencies that refuse to enter
into these struggles, make an znalysis of them,
take @a position on them, or do so
superficially, have no roots, no traditions, no
organizations to guide them.

The Fourth International (rebuilt) originated
in the struggle within the International
Committee to carry forward the struggle to
rebuild the Fourth International as a world
democratic centralist leadership after the
SWP, the SLL, the POR, and the OCI leaderships
had abandoned that struggle. It is the only
faction of the International Committee that
continued that struggle in 1971 -72. The
others — Healy, Lora, Lambert — took a
different road.

The Trotskyist Organization originated in two
factions in the SWP and the International
Socialists — the Communist Tendency and the
Revolutionary Tendency — attracted to the
International Committee’s struggle for
Trotskyism, to rebuild Fourth International.
While others drew back from this struggle, we
took it up.

Thus the Fourth International (rebuilt), as an
international leadership, as an international
center, has been forged in the struggle in the
living movement of the working class to
rebuild the Fourth International in opposition
to the successive attempts to liguidate it.
This is why we say that the Fourth
Internetional (rebuilt) represents the most
important and most tested element of the
continuity of Trotskyism (but not the only
one). And why we think convergence and unity
must be based on continuity, particularly this
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element.

We think this question is especially important
for the American working class and its
vanguard. The break —up of the Fourth
International as a world democratic centralist
leadership, especially its international center
during World War II, and the difficulties in
rebuilding it, were important in allowing the
SWP and others to degenerate. The federalist
character of the International Committee, and
the consequent national isolation of its
sections, made it difficult for it to wage an
effective political struggle against the SWP
leadership to rebuild the Fourth International
and redress or rebuild its U.S. Section. The
successive oppositions to the SWP leadership
— the Workers League, the Proletarian
Opposition Tendency, the Communist Tendency,
the Internationelist Tendency, the Fourth
Internationalist Caucus — and the American
workers vanguard a@as @a whole have been
nationally isolated, prolonging the crisis of
Trotskyism and the Fourth International in
the US. for over 25 years.

We must teke the initiative in breaking this
isolation @and resolving this problem by
preparing an Open World Conference in which
all the fundamental problems of the
construction of the International and its U.S.
Section can be taken up by the international
working class vanguard. We must bring all the
theoretical, political and practical strength
of the world proletariat to building the
International and its party in America in
opposition to U.S. imperialism. This can be an
importent step in the process of preparing a
Trotskyist Congress to rebuild the U.S.
Section.

But we are not sectariens. We ask all
tendencies here concerned with Trotskyism and
the Fourth International, whether you agree
with us or not, to Jjoin in building an Open
World Conference. For it is only in the actual
struggle to gather together the forces, to
clarify differences, to achieve practical
collaboration in the class struggle, that it is
possible to clarify the principles and
continuity of Trotskyism and the Fourth
International, to test who is worthy of the
name and build the Fourth International and
its sections throughout the world. We appeal
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to you to take up that struggle together.

Presented by Margaret Guttshall in the neme
of the Secretariat

Trotskyist Organization of the USA

Fraternal Section/Fourth International
December, 18986
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and UAW local 2071 after the strike

By BARBARA PUTNAM

Locking back, we can see that 1986 was an
important year at Wayne State University.
Turmoil on the part of students and employees
culminated in the most militant strike ever of
campus employees in September.

The September strike of at WSU was an
important locel and state—wide event affecting
the Democratic Blancherd government directly.
It was linked up with earlier precedents set
in anti-concessionary strikes and political
ferment a2t educational centers around the
country like the Yale campus workers strike,
and the University of Massachusetts sit—-in
against apartheid. Campuses are once again
becoming centers of political and economic
struggle, in which WSU will play its part.

The WSU strike came right on the heels of the
longest city workers strike in Detroit's
history. Therefore, the strength of the
opposition to a concessionary contract at WSU
and the close vote at the ratification
meeting (253-250) is not surprising. Nor is
the impact the WSU strike had on the Detroit
Public school secretaries strike that took
place simultaneously. These primarily young
Black women were ready to stage a sit—in at
the Board of Education headquarters to get a
"livable contract” and did in fact win a 7%
increase.

Just after the strike, when the administration
declared the necessity to raise tuition due
to the "costly” contracts with the unions,
employees and students together demonstrated
in protest of a 2.5% tuition hike, denouncing
President Adamany’s lies. A flurry of letters
written by campus workers have appeared in
the student newspaper, the South End, proving
that the contracts were not a factor in the
tuition hike since the unions gave up more
than they got. The much bally — hooed
"costliness of the contracts” tried to hide
how increased medicel costs, loss of longevity
pay and other hidden take backs, more than
made up for the 4.7% increase to the
secretaries and clerks.

Dr. Adamany, on the other hand has been amply
rewarded for his strike—breaking role by the

WSU Board of Governors which has in fact been
dominated by the Democratic Party. He
immediately got a fat pay increase, meking him
the highest paid state university president
in Michigan.

For the above reasons, members of Local 2071
unanimously supported @ motion at the
December membership meeting to form a
committee composed of students, and all the
campus unions, to open the books at WSU, not
because the workers want to  become
bookkeepers, but to reveal the business
secrets that result in such things as a
demoralizingly high turnover of personnel,
cutbacks, and tuition hikes. This struggle
should be taken all the way to the end.

An ongoing cross—union group born in the
strike continues to meet regularly and
organize its intervention in the campus locals,
calling the local and international leaders of
the UAW into question and fighting to change
the unions. A central concern has been a
fight to merge the two UAW Ilocals
representing secretaries and clerks. We need
one central union! But there has also been a
political struggle. This group implemented the
demonstration egainst the tuition hike, and
also made an effective intervention at the
"Meet the Candidates” for Roard of Governors
candidates, revealing the BO&s role in
disenfranchizing the employees and hiring
Adamany for his strike—breaking caepabilities.
Local 2071 in its entirety refused to rubber
stemp two Democratic Party incumbents for
BOG, Pinkus @and Atchison, as the UAW
International officials wanted. There were
also plans for a demonstration on Martin
Luther King’s birthday to protest the fact
that WSU is one of the few “enlightened”
institutions in the area not granting this
day as a holiday.

Of many militant workers involved in leading
the strike, one was our comrade and candidate
for an Alliance for a Labor Party in the 13
Congressional District, Barbara Putnam. (Alva
Crivens, candidate of the Workers League for
lieutenant governor, also spoke at the October
membership meeting of Local 2071.) Cur
candidate received 600 vobtes in the 13
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District, where WSU is situated. We believe
that meny of these votes came from workers
at WSU since the bulk of the results ceme in
after 5:00 p.m. These are signs that the
working class parties are beginning to bresk
their isoclation from the mass struggle.

We urge workers and students at WSU to Join
our organization in drawing the full
conclusions of the WSU strike and the period
we are now entering, one marked by =a
beginning of renewed upsurge of working class
struggle.

(See a related article on student strikes in
Europe in Global Conflict, in this issue.)
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The Global Conflict

As one year ends and another begins, we want
to modify The Global Conflict a little in order
to give an overall picture of the
international class struggle at this moment. We
will begin with the two most important
developments and then proceed to a summary of
other events.

France: In November and into December, French
students rallied and demonstrated against a
plan to chenge the French university system
into a more elitist model. In the New York Times
of December 9, 1986, a leading militant of the
Fourth International, David Assouline, was
described as the press spokesman for the
student coordinating committee (see additional
materials in this issue) These actions,
supported by the unions, forced the right
wing Chirac government to withdraw its
proposal. In turn, a wave of strikes has
erupted in France — including a major rail
strike and an electric—power strike that are
continuing at this writing.

From the US to France, it appears that the
"Tory solution,” instituting a reactiocnary
government to attack the workers,is running
into deep trouble.

Chinem On New Year's Day, singing The
International, the communist anthem, Chinese
students marched in thousands into Tien An
Men Sqguare, demanding democracy as a
condition for the real modernization of China.
This cepped a series of protests throughout
the country, most notably in Shanghai, that
show the revival of the Chinese Revolution in
all its immense power.

Is this movement merely an element of the
struggle between contending wings of the
bureaucracy? Of course there is an attempt
at manipulation, but the whole history of
internal struggle in China shows that these
oattbursts soon enter into bitter conflict
with the Stalinist regime.

(For a wonderful picture of one such episode
and the Chinese rebel youth, read the novel,
The Longest Winter in Peking, by a Chinese writer
named Hsia.)

Thus, in the two most decisive areas of the
world, the imperialist countries and the
workers states (deformed or degenerated), new
upsurge of the working class is clearly
marked. At the same time, the two flashpoints
of the colonial revolution, the Philippines and
South Africe, are developing at an increasing
speed toward the final confrontation.

And around the world, these signs can be seen
in many spots.

Soviet Union: On December 19, with a personal
phone call from Gorbachev, Andrei D. Sakharov
and his wife Yelena Bonner were freed from
internal exile in the city of Gorky. A few
days earlier, Kazakh students rioted in Alma
Ata, the capital of Kazakhstan (end the city
of Trotsky’s internal exile in the late 1920s),
against the imposition of an ethnic Russian
as province chief. Interestingly, this news
was actually published in the government
press. That month salso saw the death of
Anatoly Marchenko, an oppositionist of working
class origin, from the effects of his hunger
strike against the brutal treatment imposed
on him in jeil

Eastern Europe: In November, more than =a
hundred oppositionists signed the "Budepest
Declaration,” stating thet the Hungarian
Revolution specifically, as well as Solidarnosc
and the "Prague Spring,”’formed part of the
"common heritage and inspiration” of Eastern
Europe,

Vietnam In December, faced with economic
problems and foreign difficuties, the
Vietnamese Communist Party, one of the most
Stalinist and pro—Moscow in the world, was
forced to replace its entire top leadership,
the remaining companions of Ho Chi Minh, and
elect a new party chief. At the same time,
the question of the composition of the
government is still not settled.

Argentina/Uruguay: In a stunning betrayal, the
"democratic” governments in these countries
adopted plans to stop the prosecution of the
military for their crimes against workers and
the people during dictatorial rule. Such is
the nature of this "democracy” — it retreats
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before the very thugs it was supposed to
defeat.

Brazil: In November and December, protests and
a general strike broke out against the ending
of price controls by the government that had
Just been elected on the basis of these steps.
Another example of the replacement regimes in
Latin America.

Spain: In the weeks just following the French
student strike, tens of thousands of Spanish
high school students followed the French
example and went into mobilization for their
rights.

Welcome to 1987
KF.




The Fourth International and the French

Students

On the page opposite this note we are
reproducing (reduced) a page from L'Etincelle, a
newspaper published by the French section of
the Fourth International (the Revolutionary
Workers League, Ligue Ouvriere
Revolutionnaire/LOR) "for a youth organization
for equality and socialism.” This page shows a
number of clippings from the French bourgeois
press, denouncing the evil role of the
Trotskyists and, in particular, David Assouline,
in the recent student uprising in France (see
"The Global Conflict” on page 11).

On the night of December 8, the students,
faced with the resistence of the government,
and elected a nationeal coordinating commission,
which in turn elected a steering body — a
"bureau” — as public spokespersons. The most
prominent of these was David Assouline, a
leading militant of our world party and its
French section.

Immediately, the French bourgeois press, from
"left” to right, launched a campaisn of fear,
intimidation and lies. Thus, the world famous Le
Monde — so respectable and liberal — stated:
"The Paris students elected, among the
fourteen ’‘spokespersons,’ a student whom they
did not know and who was revealed to be a
communist militant.”

Other papers chimed in. David Assouline was,
according to these accounts, really thirty-six
yvears old,a militant of the PCI and then the
OCI (which would mean, even at the wrong age
given, that he had started at about age six),
not to mention linking him to organizations
claiming to be Trotskyist, which he has always
opposed, and which were, in turn, supposed to
be "close to the CP.” And even worse; it turned
that he had been .. born in Morocco!

Furthermore, this desperate character was to
blame for the recalcitrance of the students
and their insistence on their demands being
what we used to cell "non—negotiable.” Despite
all this, the students persisted and won.

There are two points to be made. First, this
is the nature of the capitalist "free press,”
and we should expect it here as the

radicalization of the young people and workers
develops. Second, the Fourth International
declares openly that David Assouline is a
member of it, and that it did everything in
its power to help this movement to victory.
He won his position, as others will in the
future, on the basis of his political fight and
the respect that this has earned him among
his fellow youth fighters.

KF.




LA VOIX DE LEUR MAITRE
Le role de la presse dans les
évenements.

Des que la vague de gréeve a com-
mencé de s'étendre sur les Facultés puis les
lycées, la presse de tout bord a essayé de
se rassurer ou de pratiquer la méthode coué
: ce mouvement, disait-elle en ceeur, est
gentl et apolitique, il n'exprime que la
joie et la bonne humeur. Pour preuve, et
parce -que la presse a toujours besoin de
personaliser un mouvement collectf, 1"é-
(comme ils disent) du mouvement
est une jeune fille totalement apolitique
puisquelle fait partie de 'UNEF-id, de SOS-
Racisme et en.fin de compte du PS. Mais
le PS, ce n'est pas politique pour la pres-

geéne”

Mais voila que le mouvement, en pre-

nant de l'ampleur, se structure lui-méme.
Les éudiants élisent leurs comités de gre-
ve en Assemblées générales, ces comilés
de greve élisent une coordination nationa-
le de gréve qui a son tour élit un bureau de
14 membres ...
Bref, les émdiants élisent eux-mémes leurs
repré en les d précisé-
ment selon leur volonté : retrait total du
projet devaquet. Cela se passe le soir du 3
Décembre.

Les provocations pohciéres. contre les
manifostations sont aussi vielles que fexs
lence des manitestabons Lavantage dune
mohvisaton aussi massive des étudiants et
lycéens, da son unlté, du souben de plus en
plus puissant expnmé par la population (de
syndicals, partis, associafions de parents, elc
.). c'est qu'clle a pu faire ressortir avec net
teté le mécanisme de la classique "dégéneres-
cence de la fin de la manifestanon par des
éléments incontrolés”

Ca que les militants ouvriers expénmen
16s connaissent pour devoir s'opposer cons
tamment sur le temain, ce que les Journa-
listes savent depuls lujours pour  favor
observé mantes et maintes fois, ce que les
policiers connaissent inbmement car il est de
notonés publique que certains de lcurs ser
vices sont spécialisés dans la manipulation de
ces incontrblés, ce mécanisme est apparu aux
yeux de tout le monde ces demiers jours
Sans doutn la crise polbque du régime de
Chirac-Pasqua a fait basculer los journalistes.
tant par caikcul pour cenams, que par une
réaction de crante salulaire devant lincroya-
ble arrogance et la brutalité des déclarations el
de Iattitude de Pasqua et Pandraud

to journal de 20h da TF1 du Dimanche 7 &
montré qui sont les éléments incontrdlés

QUI DUNT LED CADDHKLUKD !
|

se.

. des provocateurs stpendiés, qui agissent en
accord avec la police L'un dentre eux, fime
langant des pierres aux CRS, apres une vaine
tentative du SO étudiant de le maintenir, a

@ élé suivi el a participé entre 15h et
4h du matin a tous les “bastons®, pillages,
vols, etc promenant son écharpe jaune
(sans aucun doute un signe de reconnais-
sance pour la police) @ 2 m des CRS, sans

L’extréme gauche tente une OPA /lt
sur le mouvement

auourdhui, thabie, quc boo pom-  dtrudiaats pour Scanter luadelle
Isabelle Thomas bre de ses «non-sydiquéss Etaient mas de la «direcucas infor-

écartée en réalité des militants bon teint de  melle du mouvement. Egéne des
de la «directions la Ligoe commumsie révolution-  premicrs mouvements de gréve,

utte ouvnidre, voire de la

nu- o occupent suourdu guck

ues positions-clés. Ai
Setloa ds praviccs bmsavie. Lumtvsac lid

Ea revanche, les «radicaux» des  Ligue ouvridre révolutionnaire EF!D etuc der-
groupes d'extréme gauche, d'autant  (LOR). nidre est dant
plus discrets g ‘s avaicat largo- Ainsi, des éudiants parisicns oat  ment de ulltmﬂkhumum&
meat disparu yuge abven- v élire, Ies quatorze «porte-  des années 70,
taire, ont pu, au fil des asse; paroles du mouvement, un étudiant Chassez le oaturel, il revient au
sénérales et des quils pe pas et qui  galop!
glisser parmi les délégués lwdl-lu s'est révélé dure un militant commu- GERARD COURTOIS.

niste. Enfin, ces militants d'extréme
gauche sc sont appuyés sur le réflexe
boa_nombre

P
mllulllt Ncllllu- et vice-

"Libération" et "le Monde"

Pour "Libération" du lendemain, puis
pour "Le Monde" daté du 5 Décembre, (sor-

le qui était tellement apolitique qu'elle n'é-
tait qu'au PS : ils n'ont pas élu celle que
nous avons désigné, c'est un sandale !

Ei, quelle que soit la volonté indivi-
duelle des journalistes qui écrivent cela
enférés  dans I'habitude

tic a Paris le 4 Décembre aprés-midi), (probabl
tire est le méme : "L'exuréme-gauche tente
une OPA sur le . Ci (4 éh

qul est la leur de fabriquer des stars et leur

s'indignent les journalistes “objectifs” du
"Monde", les étudiants ont "écarnié" celle
que nous avons médiatisé, chouchouté, cel-

p devant le fait que les étu-
diants ont eux-méme élus leurs représen-
tants faisant fie des ‘“égéries" préfa-
briquées), la mécanique s'enclenche.

foumi o prétexte au CRS pour charger les  jamais éveinquicts

étudiants. Filmé & son insu par les reporters. Il

(Un groupe de journabstes de I'AFP a vu
Samedi soir, devant I'Hotel de Ville,

LE ZOMBI ET LA JEUNESSE

Dans fedional du Figare magazine” sous
le Bira le monome des zombis. Lows
Pauwcds, penseur atiié do la droite of du*
libéralsme”, et pére spinfuel des Léotard,
Madeiin el autres jeunes ou vieux loups de la
réaction, éructe sa haine de cefia jeunesse
qui, en quelques semaines, par laction coliec-
tve et la sokdanité, a balayé les réves de sélec
tion, da résigantion el de corruption, par e Inc
nourms pour elle par les vieux Tombxs kbéaux.

“ Ce sont les enfants cu rock débie. les
écoliers de la wigarité pédagogique. les béats
d Cotuene et Renaud, noums de la soupe nfra
ic¥ologrue cuito au show-bizz, ahuns par les
satunales de “touche pas 4 mon pote”, el
somma toute, los produts de la culture Lang.
ifs ont ey une imprognanon morale qui leur
fart prandire Jo bas pour le haut Rin ne leur
parall medlevr que n'dre nen, mais fous
ensemblo, pour aller nulle part Lour réve est
un monde inditoroncid od vigdter bedement
Uls sont iwres dune géndrosite au degré 26ro,
Qui rassemble & de lamour mms se retourne
contre  tout exemple ou projl dordre.
Lensemble dos mesures que prend la socxte
pour ne pas achever de se dssoudre * séloc-
tion, promotion de fofort personnel et de la

responsabils ndviduelie, code de la naton’
6, lutta contre la drogue. efc . los hoatse
Ce retour au réel lour est scandaie lis ont powr
de manquer de masurs avachies Vodd mut leve
seotiment révolutonnaico. C'ast une punecsr
anente dun sida mental Elle a percy ses
immuniids natureflos . tous les vius  dcom
posants Fanteignent. Nous nous domandans oo
qQui 58 passe dns leurs ttes Rwen, mas co
non les dévoro. Il aura sulfi de cing ans pour
tabriquer dans ke mou une felie ginoratra
Serait.ce touto la jounesse 2 Cenmpemeat
pas. Nayant pas A courbser les minus. osont
dre qun c'esi la be avec Quor Ie socksmo 1ol
s00 vrigro *

Ansi bave Lours Pauwells, zomb parm
les zombis, vieux ractionnares qu constate
avec rage que dos anndes do MalmOUIQS
ologique Ny ont nen fai 1a générosid do in
jouneszo no pout so salistaim do cetie Soc
Tborale” quil voudrail imposer pour e s
grand ban dos exploileurs et des possédants
Et co n'est pas la mondm des victons oy
mouvement das étudants et des lyorens do
toute Iy jeunesse. Il a somné le glan de
Pauwells. Sans rugret - exit Pauweks |

des jeunes casqués sortir de la Mairle ce
Pans, rejoindre la manilestaton, avanl que
commencent les depredations)

. des actvistes fascisles  un commando du
GUD armé de barres de fer a é1é pratiquement
escorté par un commandant de CRS et son
groupe, pour pouvor “manifester® au Quartier
Labn ensuite aux Invalides, ol s onl élé
fimés et enregistiés. "On est francais, on est
des blancs . ©

. des soi-disants “gauchistes” qui se déclarent
“anarchistes de droite”

Ces images incontournables ont é16 la
réponse du journal elévisé de Bruno Masure
aux propos de Charles Pasqua qui venait de
déclarer  “les manifestants étaient man pukés
par des prolessionnels de la déstabilisation,
des groupes gauchistes et anarchistes de tout
poil et de loute natonakté, comme le prouvent
les interpellations qui ont ¢4 faites =

Or sur 98 interpeliés, 96 ont été relachés
! Ce qui explique sans doute que les préasons
demandées par TF 1 sur les “groupes” aent é16
refusées par le Ministére de Iniénieur

souline Davia né au Maroc Ce leacer
1UBQuE-id NCONNU, 8t APPAry & 1a téle du

Recevant peu apres les journaiistes,

claire : présenter l'extréme-gauche comme

ble de I'échec des négociations et ~ meur”,

René Monory lassart la sun
vame « Nous avons pns en comple ce

ne serait pas étudiant, il est agé,
extrémiste, pas vraiment frangais.

“cho-

mal comprnse
WvOr #16 Chome COmMme « DOUC émis-
save » N'étre Quun pPrétexie & Odloule-
ment collecu!
Un militant
trotskiste de
trente-six ans

Mais les chels d orchesire de la
conlestalion restaient, eux fermes sur
leurs posIlions - « AUCUNE diSCuSSION N 8s!
passile, seul 8 retrad du proset de lor est

urts entre centains manites
‘ 8 ors Oe i8 msn—n-'-o

mouvement 0ans 1a nurt Gu 3 su 4 décem-
bre

unm sambiaent akeaz peU NOMDEL o0
queue du corlége (queiques centaines)
Leurs dingeants se montraiant exiréme-
ment discrets Seul Miche! Bouchareissas.
patron du Comité national d'action laque.
(partisan de I'école unique d'Etat) assis-
e avec ostentabon, su Gepart Oes tu-
cants et lyceens Andre Lajoimie, prési-

mwugtownwmmnmulmmu
nanonsie. invitar. lui, le gouvernement a
« tirer loutes de ia ma-
nilesiation »

Comme prévu. Jo gouvernement s est
oHorce nier d amorcer e disiogue avec les
6tudiants * vers 17 heures René Monory,
minisire de I'Education nationale. recevar
une premibre 068GaNON Constiube de fe-
présentants des etudiants modérés non
pmmn Qui commencent 4 s'organiser

de NOMULIBUSES Universités. en reac-
lonlllmxn.nruu piquets de
gréve par les milants O'extréme gauche
hostiles & la o Devaquet. A 19 heurss, ar-
mvasent, rue Oe Grenelie, les membres O¢
ia Coorgination

, Alan De-

cmcmmo:mmmwun
fchec : comme prvy, ks mensurs de

|nq¢.-r-vdnuou
fexie » ot Céclacmmni-is, & hur sorte du
Mulsmmmw « nous
N'avons 0Oy Sucune.

enseignants de la FEN (soci-

Que les manestants ont demande Nous

::u e modiher les artickes du
Le calme
et pas la faiblesse

Malheurausement, les interiocuteurs.
dinges par David Assouline. elarent tormés
8u aaiogue Nous ne retirsrons pas le
fxte mais Nous apporterons des modice-
hons celies-id méme dvoquées par les
étudants Nous sommes préis & changer
ceriaines choses par exempie sur les
arots dinscaption ; les dipiémes naiio-
neux sonl mantenus En ce qui conceme
la sélection, fout bechaher pourra entrer &
[Universiié Nous essaerons d harmoniser
la coordinaton entre les besouns of la vo-

Oes éludunts el les proposilions des
unmersites Ou'on ne confonde pas Je
caime ! la iaiblesse. Le dwiogue avec les

restoy

ts ouvert.. » Le minwire de
I'Education natonaie 1 également
qus hcabons Qui Beraiant pPO(-

De lour cote. s meneurs O & contes-
tation annoncasent leur inttention de rdunit
BUOUTT hui Des « assembides ganédrales »

gonner sy

mamiinn Mmoo

»E

vingl-se|

Comment les «couche-
se sont fait souffler l¢ s\f/

commandes par les « durs»
du mgufve.menl lrgggl by.-ﬂg

s r|uw\«—4

A la téte des manifestants,
pt ans, qui a refusé tout dialégue u\f ¢ Monory

TR b

T Gt i

David Assouline,

i e s e

t» O.‘\

ertarsaei o0

..-. e

des violences de la nuit du 4 Décembre.
Diviser ainsi le mouvement.

5 Décembre, c'est Toubon qui dé.
clenche la campagne pendant la nuit sur
les presses "libres” du groupe Hersant. I
déclare sur France Inter que I'échec et les
violences viennent de "David Assouline,
membre de la LCR Lié au PC". Plus le men-
songe est gros, plus il a des chances de
fonctionner : c'est Monory qui a rejeté la
revendication étudiante, c'est Pasqua qui a
fait donné ses CRS, David n'est pas
membre de la LCR et les wotskystes sont
loin d'étre liés au PC. Quawre me: g

de quoi faire frémir le bon peuple.

Et France-Soir ajoute un article en
forme de scénario d'un complot troiskyste.
Ceux-ci auraient une petite armée de 400
pro qui ont déclenché les hosi-
lits le 4 au soir alors que David faisait
capoter les négociations avec Monory.

Echec

Mais lamitude ferme des étudiants
fail tourner court la manceuvre. Le burean
de coordination éwdiant riposte en disant
lai déle, avaienl un man-

en une seule phrase. Et Toubon ajoute :
"avec I'UNEF-id, on aurait pu négocier”. Et
cela sevient a dire aux éudiants : ce n'est
pas & vous de désigner vos représentants
mais 2 nous.

Dans le méme temps,
puis "France Soir", puis le
enclenchent sur

"Le Figaro"
“Quotiden de

Paris" le méme theme

& [ il1sirou, wanipulaivii
welifie v i oo oavemnelit M

La tactique du pouvoir

Le gouvermnement

saisit

me jusqu'a

un permanent politique”,
vais pas éwe gentl”

(Monory)

immédiate- coordinatio:

assurer que David Assouline "est
"ce soir, je ne
prévient le ministre
en évoquant sa rencontre avec la
n" (Libé du 8 Déc.)

ment quiil y a l1a quelque chose a utiliser
pour diviser et attaguer le mouvement. Le
4 Décembre au matin, "Toubon iéléphone,
lui, 2 quelques uns des collegues de la majo-
rité pour leur faire savoir que la nouvelle
coordination étudiante est truffée de wots-
kysies" ; "2 son cabinet, certains vont mé-

Et en effet, le 4 au soir, Monory op-
pose une fin de non-recevoir a la déléga-
tion érudiante. Et lorsque celle-ci commen-
ce & rendre compte de la reponse du rmms-
re aux étudi aux I d
les grenad a pl ir sur
les manifestants. La tactique choisie est

ajouianl mensonges et conire-vériés
"David assouline” aurait 36 ans, il ne se-

T et e ddent quo evtbaiins. b e
o, puoatt Pristanid. 4uGi

que ses
dat impératif : le retrait du projet. David
n'a fait qu'une chose : il I'a respecté.

Le gouvernement continue de [aire
monter la tension en espérant que la
coordination nationale du Samedi 6
consacre une division des éwdiants et un
recul sur leur revendication. Il tue. Mais la
coordination répond : “Unité, Greve
o e Davnd Assoulin

Hulshiv
atiisa i e

Générale 1" La fermeté des émdiants, leur
délermination a fait toumer court la

rait pas étudiant mais “ex-maitre
a Juss.eu", "militant de la LCR", du "PCI"
d'abord et de "I'OCI" ensuite (ce qui vou-
drait dire qu'il est wotskystc depuis les
années 50), etc, elc : voila comment ceux
dont le métier est d'informer “informent".
Et le "Figaro” de "signaler” qu'il est né au
Maroc suivit par "France Soir" qui donne
la date de sa naturalisation frangaise.

Tous les ingrédients sont la : David

gouv. le : Lundi Chirac
annonce le remait du projet Devaquet,
Monory retire le sien concermant les
lycées.

Les éwdiants et lyceéns ont gagné
mais désormais il y a entre eux et le gou-
vemement une lache de sang. Ils n'oublie-
ront pas le role joué par la presse dans cel-

te affaire : de "Libération” a la presse
Hersant. Le 8 Décembre
ALAIN

Ttie plitos), aduetawent
wdie a un vernialile control
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