RUIHZ

WORKERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE!

Organ of the Trotskyist Organization of the USA,
Section (Sympathizing) of the Fourth International

Labor Unity in the Elections:

LABOR CANDIDATE!

By MARGARET GUTTSHALL

All working class youth and workers are con-
cerned with the struggle for unity and indepen-
dence against the Reagan regime, and rightly
so. But the only way to actually achieve this is
to fight for a Labor Candidate and a Labor
Party in the current elections; to build a Labor
Party Coalition to lead this struggle in the
unions.

Democrats

Democratic Party politicians, ~AFL-CIO
union leaders, NAACP leaders and the Com-
munist Party all claim that the Democratic
Party can unite the working class, that youth
and workers should unite behind it. These
claims are going to escalate now that the
Democratic Party primaries are coming to an
end and Jesse Jackson is adding his voice to the
chorus. He recently met with the Democratic
Party National Chairman and promised to
stick with the Democratic Party Convention
no matter what. He has also been focusing on
the need to ‘“‘heal” the Democratic Party in
many of his campaign speeches.

But none of this is true. The Democratic
Party will never unite the working class nor
make it independent because it does not rep-
resent the working class. It does not even
support the most elementary working class
struggles, like Black workers struggle for poli-
tical power, or the struggle to get back con-
cessions or to stop the US invasion of Central
America.

What it presents as class struggles that it does

support — restrictions on imports, ‘‘saving
Chrysler.” etc. — are really scams to enrich a
certain section of the bourgeoisie (bankers.
businessmen) that hurt the working class. As
we've said elsewhere. automakers are using the
profits they've made through import restric-
tions and concessions to invest in technology
and non-union plants and layoff even more
workers.

In fact, what the Democratic Party does

represent is not the working class, but a certain
section of the bourgeoisie and the petty bour-
geoisie that is afraid of a confrontation with the
working class and would like to postpone it.
Thus it is using its campaigns to divert the
working class away from a real struggle against
Reagan and, in this sense, to divide it. Jesse
Jackson's campaign is the most striking exam-
ple of this. He begins by denouncing the
Democratic Party as the oppressor and ends by
proclaiming his undying loyalty to it — *‘better
to be broken-hearted than broken partied.”” he
says.

Spontaneists

Many youth and workers sense that the
Democratic Party doesn’t really represent
them and are thus reluctant to vote for it. But
this disaffection with the Democratic Party will
not by itself lead to a unified, independent
working class alternative to it. On the contrary,
the evolution of the Jackson campaign — from
self-proclaimed opponents of the Democratic
Party machine to partisans of unity with it —
show that a certain section of the working class
will always return to the Democratic Party if
there is no alternative to it. And thus the work-
ing class will remain divided and subjugated.

Nevertheless, many parties that claim to rep-
resent a section of the oppressed population or
the working class continue to base themselves
on the spontaneous evolution of an alternative
to the Democratic Party. Thus the National
Black Independent Political Party (NBIPP),
the Peace and Freedom Party (PFP), the Com-
munist Party, the Communist Workers Party,
and the Workers World Party all support Jack-
son or other *‘left”” Democrats on the grounds
that these movements will ultimately lead to a
break with the Democratic Party and the nece-
ssary unity and independence.

The Socialist Workers Party (SWP) and the
Internationalist Workers Party (IWP) oppose
this and advocate Labor Candidates and a
Labor Party, but they support NBIPP and PFP
on the grounds that #hey will inspire a split with

‘the Democratic Party and aid the construction

of a Labor Party. But these parties are support-
ing the Democratic Party and the SWP and the
IWP are doing nothing in their own campaigns
to promote unity and independence of the
working class and build a Labor Party today.
Instead they're campaigning for socialism,
something that can at best attract only a tiny
fraction of the working class at the present
moment.

Labor Unity

A fight for a Labor Candidate and a Labor
Party, on the other hand, can attract the
working class as a whole. It can unite the
working class and make it independent because
it’s a fight for the interests of the working class
as a whole, for its demands, its struggles and its
organizations.

All tendencies for a Labor Candidate and a
Labor Party should support the SWP’s can-
didates for President and Vice President, Mel
Mason and Andrea Gonzalez, since these will
be the only candidates on the ballot in a large
number of states that advocate these goals.

But support to these candidates must be a
point of departure for a fight for a Labor
Candidate and a Labor Party in the unions. for
building a Labor Party Coalition in the unions.
Building a Labor Party Coalition in the unions
is the only way to overcome the Democratsand
bureaucrats attempts to divide the working

_class. The workers will never be-able to-do so

spontaneously.
Thus the Trotskyist Organization calls on all

Labor Party tendencies, especially the SWP, to i
join in a common struggle in the unions, to !

organize joint commitices to lead this struggle
in the unions.

Labor Unity and Independence Against |

Reagan and Mondale!
Labor Candidate, Labor Party, Labor Party
Coalition Now!

Labor Unity in the Auto Contract Negotiations:
AN AUTO-WIDE STRIKE!

Many auto workers are looking at industry
profits and executive bonuses and are itching
for a strike to get what they regard as their fair
share. Many are even for an industry-wide
strike to get back concessions and recall laid-
off workers.

But these same workers do not see how to
make this happen. They tend to hoope against
hope that pressure from the ranks will force the
UAW national or local leadership to lead such
a strike, to be very pessimistic about the possi-
bilities of initiating such a strike, or both.

But neither optimism nor pessimism will
lead to a strike in September and a victory for
the working class.

Bieber and Co. have said over and over
again that they want to avoid a strike at all
costs and that their number one priority is
electing Walter Mondale. And they have
proved this by sabotaging strikes at Chrysler
Canada, General Dynamics and McDonnell
Douglas, where Bieber cut off benefits to strik-
ing workers and forced another vote on a con-
cessions contract precisely at the moment when
the company threatened to hire scabs.

Anyone who still doubts this should listen to
company and union spokesmen.

*“Mondale will be their baby, and I'm pretty
sure they wouldn’t want to strike and hurt
him,” a company spokesman (Detroit Free
Press, April 29, 1984).

*“ ... Astrike probably would hurt Mondale.
‘But we wouldn’t stop because of that’ if the
alternative is an inferior contract,”” a union
spokesman (Detroit Free Press, April 29, 1984).

But since when have inferior contracts for
the ranks bothered Bieber and Co.? In the same
interview Bieber complains not about industry

profits and executive bonuses themselves, but
about the fact that they are making it hard for
him to sell his no struggle approach to the
ranks!

The only way that the ranks of the UAW can
assure a winning strike in September is to
prepare it themselves today. How can they go
about doing this?

1) All tendencies for an industry-wide strike
must unite and form a united front for such a
strike. Only a united front will have the
authority and influence necessary to overcome
the bureaucracy’s anti-strike propaganda and
machine and prepare the masses of UAW
members for a strike. At the same time, this
front will be a concrete alternative to the
bureaucracy’s leadership in the strike.

2) They must put forward their own candid-
ates for Congress and other offices and initiate a
struggle throughout the UAW for a Labor
Candidate and a Labor Party, to win the op-
pressed population to the union’s side and fight
for political power.

To win a strike the union must have the
support of the oppressed population — to pro-
vide moral and material support to striking
workers, to close the door to strikebreaking
and to put the company on the defensive. To
do this, it must have its own candidates and
party.

The company is already churning out propa-
ganda aimed at turning people against the
union in the event of a strike. Recent Detroit
News and Detroit Free Press editorials called for
a “‘responsible settlement’ and blamed high
wages for industry failures, unemployment and
high prices. Both Mondale and Jackson are
using the elections as a platform to spout the

wisdom of concessions. And everyone is saying
that labor has too much influence.

What is more, a fight for a Labor Candidate
is necessary to challenge UAW dependency on
the Democratic Party and provide an alterna-
tive to it. Without such a fight many workers
may succumb to the bureaucracy’s propagan-
da according to which Father Mondale will
provide all to good little UAW members and
they don’t have to bother with nasty old things
like strikes anymore. This propaganda is divid-
ing and weakening the ranks of the union. A
fight for a Labor Candidate and a Labor Party
will unite the union and strengthen its fighting
spirit.

3) Organize local strikes against any and
every attempted layoff or plant closing in the
form of working plant occupations. Strikes in
the form of working plant occupations, where
all workers, including those slated for layoffs
keep on working (at their own pace and with
appropriate rest time, etc.), will show the com-
pany that the union is not going to make any
deals in which any group of workers is sacri-
ficced — no guaranteed jobs for some in ex-
change for reduced wages and the boot for
others, etc. What is more, such strikes will train
the union in the solidarity and militant struggle
necessary for an industry-wide strike. They will
strengthen the bonds between workers, rally
the oppressed population to their side and
show that the problem in America is not over-
paid unionized workers who don’t want to
work, but profit-hungry capitalists who want
to work a handful of workers to death and toss
the rest into the streets to rot.

M.G.
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Stop
Reagan’s
War!

In recent weeks, the Reagan’s administration’s
drive toward war in Central America has pro-
duced responses from within the bourgeoisie
and from the anti-war forces.

The April 23 New York Times carried a
major article by key Times journalist Hedrick
Smith. This article (reprinted widely in other
papers) began: ““The Pentagon is now in a
position to assume a combat role in Central
America should President Reagan give the
order, in the view of military specialists and
members of Congress.” It went on to bring out
every sign of US preparations, all of which have
been in anti-war publications long ago and
which the capitalist press had previously
ignored.

The liberal wing of the capitalists now see
Reagan as in a position to stage what they fear
will be an adventure, and so they suddenly
decide to make a big stink about it, in order to
get their two cents worth in.

One interesting thing about the article is that
it says the hard elements in the regime are the
military, particularly General Paul F. Gorman,
in charge of the US Southern Command head-
quartered in Panama. But it claims that the
State Department under George Shultz is the
dovish sector of the administration, with the
CIA outflanking it — “‘Shultz has not stood
up. He just floats along, particularly on Nica-
ragua,”” Smith quotes one of his sources as
saying.

For a long time, in contrast, liberals have
tried to present State and CIA as the hawks,

while -the -wise Joint Chiefs-of Staff-dragged-——~—"

their heels. Either they are already trying to
shift the blame before the war begins, or they
want to channel discontent into a wild goose
chase among the wings of the ruling class, or
both.

What is the response from the anti-war
forces? That depends on their class outlook,
their dependence on one or another wing of the
ruling class. It is not surprising that, with the
elections only six months away. the petty bour-
geois and pacifist forces are seeking to avoid
any direct confrontations with the war course
of US imperialism.

That can be seen in a number of ways. In
Chicago, for example, the traditional pacifist
Mother’s Day march will have rwo contingents
this year. One contingent will confine itself to
general *‘peace’ slogans, while the other con-
tingent will be based on anti-intervention slo-
gans. This organizational division represents a
political and class division, with the Trotskyist
Organization (as well as Socialist Action and
others) marching under the anti-intervention
banner.

Recent events in Detroit show the same dev-
elopment. The steering committee of Detroit
CISPES (Committee in Solidarity with the
People of El Salvador) formally came out
against organizing a demonstration, counter-
posing to that ‘“‘organizing activists” for art
fairs and cultural events, etc. Now, on the sim-
plest level, activists are not useful unless they
are mobilizing others, so the idea is false even
logically. But the reality is that a demonstration
is a challenge to the ruling class, while musical
evenings are not.

Despite this scandalous position, a coalition
of forces that want to take action is being
organized. At the same time, CISPES is be-
coming involved in an anti-war referendum for
the Detroit city elections in 1985. The fact that
no effort was made to accomplish a state-wide
initiative for this year shows the pressure of the
Democratic Party.

One positive sign is that on June 1, a meeting
(““It’s not only immoral, it’s illegal™”) sponsored
by CISPES and the National Lawyers Guild,
which might have been almost useless, will take
place at the hall of UAW Local 600 (Ford
River Rouge) and will have a preponderance of
union and worker speakers.

Build this meeting as an opportunity to in-
volve workers and unions in the struggle
against imperialist war. Use it to close off sup-
port, to any parties that support war, in the
unions.

K.F.



Defend Kowalewski!

The Social-Democratic government ol
Fruncois: Mitterrand IS trying o expel
Zhpniew Kowaiowskr, o leader of Sobdamosc
in exile, from France. In addition to mising the
importance of the defense of Polish exides and
the nght ol political asylum. this attempt shows
the blatant collaboration of impenalism with
the Kremlin and its attempt to crush the Pobish
Revolution,

The expulsion comey al o time when Jar-
zelski's junty in Poland is unleashing a fierve
repression o nd itsell ol Solidurmose and stop a
new offensive agning the military dictatorship,
In furm, this wane ol repression reflects the
pressures of impenalism on the Polish Revolu-
tion, and, m particular, the demands of the
Imermational Monctary Fund for ““normab-
zation”” 1 Poland. The IMF is nothing but an
arm ol world impesalism,

tn this (mmework, the Mitterrand govern-
ment thkes its place iy domg the dinty work for
miperiahism, at the same tme awiding the Krem-
i 1o crush the exiled leaders o) Solidamosc
Kowalewski would certainly lace mmprison-
ment and trial Tor fus actvities in Peland. if not
WOrse.

Kowalowski, age 41, was president m 1980 of
the Inter-enterprise Strike Committee (MKS)
of the aty of Lodz He was a delegate 1o the
Firyt Congress of Solidamaose in Gdansk (i the
fall of 1981, and fought these tor a working
class strategy, aganst concilistion. and lor
workers control of production as apposed to
Wialesa, Kuron and others, Together with lead-
e lrom Silesia and Lodz he formed a tendency
called the “tundamentulists™ whi were part-
sans of the class struggle and workers power

At the tume the military coup ook plice in
Poland, be was in Frunce orgamzmg {or Soli-

darnose abroad, After the coup he organized
the Coordimauon Committee of Solidamaosc i
France When the Committee essentially split
in December of 1982, Kowalewsks led the wing
thut apposed the “moderstes.”” that . those
who vought an understanding with the junia
and were influenced by the Catholic Chureh.

Kowalewski's tendency proposes to prepare
the Genezal Stike in Poland to bring down the
junta, It s therefore no aceident thal he should
be the first to be singled out tor this repression
by Mitterrand. representing as be does the most
militant wing of Sotukimiose and the Polish Re-
volution

La Verite, acwspaper of the Fronch section
of the Fourth Internationa!, the LOR. nlso
reporty that the Mitterrand povernment s iry-
ing to close down the Committee of Sohidar-
nose 1 Trance.

The othicial potice of ““myitalion (e (it
France” came from the police disteet where
Kowslewski resides. [ ustiiving this criminal
act. the police created 0 new “eriteria’™ o)
forcign exiles. Kowalewski was told he was
hemp expelled due 10 the whsence of sulficient
means lor personal existence. A pure pretext
for his expulsion. made even more obvious by
the lact that such a category never before
eaasted

Several sections of the Fourth Intermational
have begon open detense campaigns — inciud-
ing the Revoluuonary Workers League of
France (LORY, the Revolutiorary Workees
Party of Spam (POR). and the Revolutionary
Workers League of Poland (RLRP). together
with the Trotskyist Organization ol the LISA

which calls on US orpanizations o jom
Kownlewsk's defense

Dozens of trade umons. journahists. and i
tellectuals have signed petitions circulited ar
Spant angd France. Those who wish 1o sign anc
support the campaign may wiite o the
1O/USA or 1or

Collective  |or
Kowalewski
¢/ Catherine Delay
25 Rue d'Enghien
75010 Pars, France
Stop the expulsion of Kowstlewski!
Drefend the right to polincal asylum!

DM,

gend

Statements of

Support 16 Zbignew

Support to:
Catherine Delay
25 rue d’Enghien
75010 Paris, France

-
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Once Again, for a United Labor Party Fight in Michigan

In Trurh No. 182, published Apnl 9. we sad
that we thought it was too late for the Socialist
Waorkers Party (SWP) 10 get the almost 20,000
valid signaturcy necessary 1022t on the ballotas
@ purly in Michigan We also proposed that the
SWP and the Trotskyist Orgamzalion put tog-
ward o common slate, mcimiing the SWP's
presidentinl condidates, and make a common
suit for ballot status as independents

The SWP. once again, has not bothered to
reply to the letter. Bul we did read i a Mifitani,
dated April 20, that in two weeks the SWP
collected more than 16,000 signatures, We read
in a leallet. distributed April 23, that the SWP
had collected 30000 signatures. And we read in
the Detroir Free Presy. dated April 26, thal the
SWP had liled petitions with over 3040 signa-
teres on Apnl 23, in Lansing,

Needldss 10 say, we were quite surprised 1o
read ths figures. Our assessment that it was too
tate for the SWP to ger the necessary signa-
tures was based on information from the SWP
itsell. as well s our own expencence.

When the SWP successiully petitioned to get
on the ballot in 1982 1t seemed 10 us thar it took
many months, and myalved an energetic mobi-
lizztion with many teams of militants, appeals
in The Militan, cte. Yet when we talked with a
SWE branch leader, Tim Craine, at an SWP
forum on March 10, the branch had not even
potten its petitions vet and Tim Craine was very
pessinistic about being able 10 get on the
ballor, “Hasn't Workers Warld already been
everywhers”” he asked.

When we went to an SWP forum for Mel
Mason pn March 29, there was no one there
And i the cowrse of petitionng to put & Luahor
Pary Coalition on the ballot we encountered
the SWP and people who had signed for it only
once. while we encountered Workers World
and people who had signed fur i numerous
times. Workers World has been petitioning

(THOTSKVIST ORGANIZATION OF THE USA
NATIONAL OFFICE
O Enx 32548 Detrol M1 28232
CHICAGO
PO Hax {dB34d Cmicago
DETROIT
P G Box 32346, Dot/ M1 48232

L 005608

TRUTH
Publishog Bv 1he Tromskyial Grganmizston USA
ADDHESS

2O Sox 32540 Deugn A1 28237

EDITORIAL BOARD: Keva: FitzPainck. Egitor
Margarat Guittshall Daad Mark: Bartara Putnam
SUBSCRIPTICN RATES: North  Amencs
intreductory B msues for 310 Rogular — 24
sty o 36 Supponing
Inauire tor gibee (stes  incluging nshichonal

¢ szzues for 315

raes

almast six months and just filed petitions with
304600 signatures itself.

I any event, filing these petitions is not a
response to our letter and the fact that the SWP
has managed (0 do so doesn't vitiate the nesd
lor 4 common struggle in the elections to acrual-
{y buiid 5 Labor Parsy movement in the umions.

V) Filing these peritions does noi redsdsarily
guarontee ballot wiatuy for the SWF. Repub-
licans and Democrats are doihg everything
they can 1o keep mdependent working class
parties off the ballot. One has to be very caretul
when petitioning to avoid things they might use
to throw out petitions. Even then they mght
throw them out. We don't know whether the
SWP's petitions will pass inspection or not. We
certainly hope so. We think all restrictions on
ballo: status should be lifted: But it may still be
pecessary to sue for ballot status.

2y Even if the SWP does yain ballot status as
a party through filing these petitions i will mean
nothing without un actual struggle to unite Labor
Party forces in the wnions, build Eabor Party
caucusss and win the umons asa whoie to the
Labor Party light.

The future of the working class depends on
its upity and independence and 1t must have its
own party to achieve this, Yot preaisely at a
moment when more and more workers ure
looking for an altemative, the Democnitic
Partv. AFL-CIO burcaucracy, and petty bouy-
peois and Stalimst politicians of vanous stripes
(CP, CWP. WWP, elc.) join forces 10 prevent
this, o divert the working class away rom a
real struggle against Reagan, away from # La-
bor Purty fight, and back into the Democratic
Party viz Jackson.

The SWP. the Trowskyist Organization. the
Revolutionary Workers League all oppose this.
They are for a Labor Party. They must jom
forees and build o Labor Party movement in
the clearest, largest and most unified fashion
possibie.

The SWP. the TO wnd the RWL all have
influcnce in the unions in Michigan. Their in-
fluence is not the same: the SWP 154 much
larger organization on i national scale than
wither the TO or the RWL, But how much larger
the inflesnce of all organizations woukl be i we

were to unine forces, if workers at GM. Ford.
Chrysler and Generl Dynamics sew only two
altermatives — the Democratic Party and i
supportens and the Labor Party movement and
e

Thus regardicss of the ontcome of the SWPs
petlioning we propose. thar sthe SWE and the
TO fand other Labor Pamy. tehdenvies) put
forward a common slate, that the SWP suppont
the TO's effort to gel representatives of the
Labor Party Gght on the hallor o the 14th
Congressional District, and that we all cnter
mito 2 common light to build Labor Candid-
ates and Labor Party commuttees and caucuses
it UAW Jocals in Michigan.

IF we undertake this enterprise together., it
will be-a great victory [or the working class anil
we will soon win whaole locals 1o ourside and all
our organizations will grow.

If the SWP continues to simply pul forwarnd
s own cindidates and 1gnore other tendencies.
the SWE will remain Isolated, not only from
other tendencies, but also from the masses of
workers. 11 will continue 1o shink m size and
miluence,

Think 1t over comrades. There s still plenty
of time for a common light.

M.G.
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Dominican Republic

Al the emd of Apni. a mass upsurge took
place in the Dominican Republic (which shares
the Canbbenn istand of Hispuniola wath Hauti).
cnlminatimg n @ general stnke on April 25,

I'he upsurge began on Apnl 23, after 4 24-
hour strike called by, w pant, ex-president Juan
Bosch's Dommcan Party of Liberation (PLD)
in protest of massive price ncreases ordered by
the government under pressre Trom the impxee-
falist Imernationnl Monctary. Fund (TMT),
which demanded them as a condition for a loan
of 2599 million.

The Domunican Republic was the <ite of a
1965 mvasien by 42000 US Murmnes, @ the
order of President Eyndon Johnson, who was
attempting 1o lerestll the developoment of 4
similar popular upsurge into o revohiion This
mvasion also served s precedent and dry run
for the US escalation ol the Vicrpam War

Given the laor of Repgan's invasion of the
soall astand of Grepada for siilar reasons.
tovether with his schemes agamst the revolu-
tions i Central Ametica. o possibility exists
that the US may iy 1o intervene ugain,

Juan Bosch, who was for muiny venrs i stricl-
Iy bonrgenis politican, has recently stuted that
socialism iy the mevituble und necessary devel-
apment of the needs of the poar of that regson
tor democracy and soctl fustice. Untortunsate-
Iv. Boschi's conversion remaings tied 1o the
perspectives of - Cistreasms, amd - thus Ginnot
open up a way oul for the masses.

May Day in Poland, Again

Once weahs, on May | (lntemational Fubor
Day1 and on May 3 {a Polish national holiday)
suppurters of the lree trede union Solidarnose
— “Soldamy™ went out into e Streets
stccessiully

While the nimbens of actual demonstraton
were lower than last vear, those who demon-
steitted did soo 0 the fioe of open threpts of
violent repression- by the seorel pohice.

Two thangs ane clear = o

One that the reactionary: Jaruzelski regime
has shown once again that 1 has pot crushied
Solidarmose. has not succeeded in “normali-
zing’” the couniry, and that o orules only by
force anmd the threat of lorce

two, because the inwovention wok place
despite the repression. becanse Radio Sohdar-
nose was once apsin on the dir, Becatse even
Lech Walesa could march nght in front of the
reviewing stand with the ehvious complicing of
the crondd, s Chear that what s lacking m
Polund e not the sparit ol jesistance. but i
politicul program and leadership that i cap-
able of mving direction 1o the asparaiions of the
MUy

That is the fight that the Tounh Inmema-
tionil has taken and 15 wking up in Poland, by
building 1ts secton, 1the RERP (Revolutienary
Waorkers League of Polard) as the party that
will lead the workers™ (econquest of power
from the Stalimst bureaucracy.

Is Libya Guilty?

Evervone remembers the hue and cry about
“uncivilized Behavior™ and Uviolibons ol m-
ternshional law™ that flowed <o freely at the
timie of the seizure of the US Embassy in lran
(which was indeed a ““den of spies’™) 1 the peak
of the revolution.

Very strange thut none ol this talk of prin-
ciples accompanied the blatant attempt to in-
vade the Libyan Embassy in London. unde:
the preext of shots being fired from it at a
crowd of demonstrators, shots that killed &
British woman cop, The impermbsts have one
stundard Tor themselves, and qguite another lor
those who they consider to be “subject.” (n-
terior peoples — like Libyans and Iramians.

We do not support Monmmir KhadafTy, the
liead of the Libyan regime. politically. Fe i,
just as much as any other boutgeois ruler. a
barner 1o the victory of socialism. But we have
1o state that the camipaign against him by Rea-
gar and Thatcher — US und Brtish imperial-
ism — rangng (rom the lake "“Libvan hit
squad.” to the brazen invasion of Libyan wa-
ters (the Gull of Swdria), to this Eitest senes of
charges, are motivated not fy Khadaf(y's bad
politics, but by the fact. the simple fact, that he
will nat take orders Itom the imperialists

Did someone ip out inside the cmbassy. or
was 1l a frame-up by a governmenl thut bas
historically specalized m them?! We  don't
know today, but we ceramly arc not going to
give the slightest credence up Iront (o Scotfand
Yard and the Briush ruling class,



An Open Trotskyist Congress to Rebuild the US Section of the 4th International

A sdonificani manber of voung peaple Iave begun
to furn o Trotskyvism as the only tendendy cop-
able of guiding the working and appressesd maxses

Yer there are several organizations that claim
tor be Tronk viss. Fach hay its v policy that o
callv Trnskyise. And the largest of these, the
Soctglist Wenkers Party, appears to he the far-

thext fram asic Tronkvist principles,

The Traeskvist Organization of the USA. See-
non (Sympariizing) of the Fouwrth Internarional,
was founded {n 1975 ta overcome this problem, 1o
fead g strugale to clearhy difterentiare Trotsky-
i from varigus conirist ar omtermedieny en-
deneiey that masguerisde under 48 ram; to tan

What Anti-War Policy

By KEVIN FITZPATRICK

With the growing menzce of open impenalist
mterventon i Central Amenca, the guestion
ol the policy of Trotskyism on war becomes
more and more acute.

Socialist Action's Criticismy

la this ancle. we are poing 10 take up the
pasition of Soclalist Action. This 15 presented
in"“The Party™s Default in the Struggle Against
Impetialist War: for a return te our policy of
the united front and for an end 1o sectanan
abstention™ by Lynn Henderson and Nt
Wemstein (dated August 1983: published i
Soctalist Action Information Bulletin, February
1984),

The i thiog that grabs the eye is the
assumption — i the sub=tite and in the st
prragraph of the resolution — that “sectarian
abstention™ 14 today the key problem with the
antewar palicy of the Sociafist Workers Party
(SWPJ. and that what is required s a simple
“return’ to the paolicy of yestervear. that is, of
the movement against the Vietnam War

“Sectanan nbstention™ 1 basically nothing
bt 4 xuperficial deseriprion. 1t cannot and does
not explam how the SWP gt jrself murzinal-
ized i the anti-war. ant-dralt and unti-inter-
ventnm movements. The SA lcaders cannot do
this ecause 11 would require @ carelul examina-
ton of the palicy of the SWF durimg the Vict-
nam War, its actual nature and i outcome
today.

SA hases itself agiinst Bames on the 1mdi-
tions of the SWE Good, but what Imditions.
Those of Barnes and hus cligue themselves. or
thome oF Cannon and Trotsky?

These Iatter traditions, the contmuity of
Lernnim and Trowskyism, sre counterposed to
the pobicy pursued by Bames and by the SWP
(which cven then was under his cffective dom-
mation) i the 1960 and 1970 Here agsin,
where we ses the cause of Bames" actions 1oday
In his past policy, SA finds jtsell unable 1o ex-
plain politically the evolution of Bamecs posi-
tions.

Every nulitant of SA (snd of other groups as
well) shiuld compure the anti-war policy of the
SWP — then and now — to fundamiéntal
resoiutiony of the Fourth International on this
question. *“*War und the Fourth Intemational™
(1934) and the **Manitesto of the Fourth Infer-
nationgdl on the Imperalist War and the Prole-
taran World Revolution™ (1940 — which are
published i Trotsky's Weinmes for those vears
— have no relatonship o the policy pursued
by the SWP.

In & certain sensc. the SWP then was awan
ol this. It pever once tricd © make o connee-
tion. theoretical or political, between the tra-
ditions of Trotskyism and Lemnism and the
policies it wis CHImving out.

Facts, Not Legends

Bul the SA resolution conrinues this method-
ology. 1t does not deal with principles and with
the real traditions of the SWP, but unguestion-
mgly accepts the same (ramework — the
Upeace movement” of the '60s — that Barnes
created and sull works in.

The ant-war movement was completely
through by 1973, und had been on the skids
even then for @ good two vears, This pap ol
almost a dozen years means that a considerable
portion of the membership of Socialist Action
has itselfl no direct experience of that period. 1t i
basically procesding on the basis of stories
abour the “gool vid days " Perpetuating such
légends cannot help train a revolutionary, a
Troiskyist, lcadership today

The SA document explains — and this is one
of those things cvervone knows, but hardly
anyone says — that CISPES (Committee in
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador) has
practeed ** . actual exclusion of the SWP
from virtually all aspects of CISPES function-
ing.”" Trug, but wiy does the SWP swallow it?

CISPES is controlled. quite undemocratic-
ally. by torees n sgreement with the polinical
fine of the Salvadoran FDR-TF'MLN, That poli-
tical line, whether SA likes it or not, is based on
Stalmist popuiar front politics, on the subor-
dination of the interests of the workers and
peasants o the Keemlin's (and Castro’s, con-
cretely) mancuverings with imperialism and its

local and nabive representatives,

The big, prestigious. experienced  SWP
meckly submitted to orders from the FDR-
FMLN because it was politically incapable of
mounting a fight agamst this essentlly Stal-
inist hine, a hine that had po room for“Trow™ of
any ki at ail.

These two lines — Trotskyist cliass indepen-
deace and Stalinist popular from — ure pre-
cisely the ones thit are counterposed in the two
resolutions ol the Fourth Intermational micn-
tioned above. The relusal o take these reso-
lntans nto weeount Tows from the adapration
1o one policy and the neection. unacknow-
ledged. of the other.

We know that the ant-war movement of the
Bk was o movement (we are speaking of the
arganized forces, not generml svmpathy) heavi-
Iy dominated by representatives of the middle
classes, These clements looked. by and large. 10
the liberal wing of the ruling class for political
direction, In this situation. the smaller work-
my class [oroes were in a situation of being (om
between pursuing a very difficult course —
fighting the war while seeking to invilve great-
er and greater lavers of workems. wking mia
aveount the nuddle classes™ heterogeneous and
unstable wature and seeking to at least nen-
trafize s pro-bourgeois inclinations — or of
passivedy adapung 1o what existed,

Popular Frontism

It was this latter course that the SWP (which
had already gone over o Pabloism in 1963)
tolluwed. In the leadership of this movement,
the SWP zestricted #ts policy to demands and
actions that would not break up this highly

tenuous - “eealiiion.” Ia prretles, thir-reant—

thit demands were (hose that would oot mean
a pofitical break with the liberals. Tt 45 in this
classic sense:(nov a8 & kerm ol abuss. but scr
citifically) that the organized anti-war mive-
ment — up 10 #nd including the Nations! Peace
Action Comlition — aan correetly be descnibed
as i popular front. On this basis, the “Trot-
skyist™ SWP — then and for the future — gave
the game away politcally to the Stalimists and
then hasgers-om.

It is well-known that the SWP put forward
immiediate withdrwal (“out now!™"j and mass
demonstrations as the key questions on which
# principled. anti-mperialist movemnent — in-
dependent of the bourgeoisie and its parties —
could be and was built. On that narrow ques-
ton ol methods we have no real disaereenients.

The point, the problem. i that this frame-
work did not correspond to whit actaally hap-
pened. The SA document does not examinge the
facts. bur trades on nostalgw — “the exemp-
lary role of the party in the past™ — to avoid s
rcal assessment. U iy very casv to criticize
Barnes. and that s what the SA document s
largely conecerned with — a listing of errors and
stupichities (Msectanan abstenton™) that the
Barries leadership has committed. But that by
itsell only serves to cover up the reat pscture of
the SWES past ant-war policy, and disarms
militants who reaily aeed to know what went
wrong then in order to fight today.

No bourgeois representative was ever exclud-

a new generavion ef revoluiionaries capabic of
walinig the American workmy clasy in the found-
anon of 1tv o pariy and the fight for power,
ather words, (o yebwld the US Section of the
Fourth International,

W call on vowde turmng foncared Trotsh pise,
av well as vouth apd wenkers fighting fora by

Party, 10 join s in thes steaggple, in particalar, in
peeparing and Buwldmmy am open Trosskvive Con-
ures 1o hong the smmuggle ieoq suceeasfil con-
clasion. Tiey pase oy especially dedheated o this
virgyle. 1t ix open to-any nufitan! or tendency
sl VwenIs te cosivibie o i

for Trotskyists?

¢d froma role in the anti-war movement on the
basis of opposing immediate withdrawal, Far
Irom at! In fact, in order 1o nsure the “*broad-
est possible coalition.”” the SWP made it 1ty
business to scarch out liberals, to insure (1o
cdemand!) their presence on platforms: 1n this
way, mass demonstratons themselves becime
part of a pressure campaign on — nota move-
ment independent of — the bourgeois parties.
George McGovern, Ted Kennedy and Vance
Hartke and the rest — who until the last minute
tricd to preserve American imperialism’s inter-
ests — were presented by the SWP as pan of
the anti-war movernent.

War and Revolution

Correspondingly. the SWP did not develop
the mevolutionary eachmps of Lenin and Trot-
sky on war, but confined itself to the minimal
guestions ol immedite withdrawal and mass
actions, This left the rudicalizing vouth in a
dead end. one that they lruitlessly tried to over-
come through Maosm. ete. The collapse of
SIS could hardly be matched by the tem
porary — increase of the YSA's stze and i
Mieence.

SA does not want 1o deal wath this truth and
thus 1t cannot answer why. less than a decade
alter Viemam, the anti-war movement (eipe-
cially the SWP element of 1) finds sell ut
almost square one i terms of actively oppo-
sing impernalist war — the liberals plaving a
mijor roic in conlusipg the population. the
Stalinst and pro-Stalimst elements oo posi-
tion 10 command. and the SWP on the Fringes,
shrinking organizationally and openly capitu-

ating politicalty.

By ot drawing a balance sheet. SA is tving
to repeat this experknce thal has slreudy —
today — had 2 senious negatve impact Even
waorss. becauss it eriticzes the SWP only supet-

licilly and in the wrong dircction. on onc
particulat question it goes farther astray.

The SA resolution criticizes Barnes for his
opposition 1o the nuclear “lregae™ In fact,
Bames has yielded a lot to this scam, arguing
tor a “unilateral freeze.” which s incredibly
utopian. SA, however, is continuing the old
line of the SWP in a social-pacilise direction. It
dentes tie reality that thes “movement.”” out-
side the libers] bourgeoisic and its pacifist and
Stalinist assistunts, does not reatly exist. Tt de-
nws the seality that the organizational expres-
sions of this “movement’” arc nothing but
Diemaocratic Party electoml frionts, And it docs
nol deal with the lace that this “'movement™
was created by Democraue Pany figures. and
that its method in essence is the same as the
Democrats’ phony schemes of “reducing” the
defense budget off American mmperalism.

SA has 10 tam 1o the traditions of Trotsky
and Tenin, 10 (he fight m the working class
oregnizations {and not (o hightly conderming
Barnes tor “workensm ™), or it will serve only
Yo mmseducate horest militants and  help
strengthen American impenabism for the nead
Vietnam, which the socalist revolution alone
will prevent

Fourth International!

New Issue!

Out now!

Write 1o Truth.

\.
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Sinee the exclusion. in carly January, of the
last remaning members and sympathzers
al the oppositions.in the Socialist Workers
Party (SWP). which are now organized as
Sociulist Acton and the Fourth Imerma-
tonulist Tendency, the SWP has instituted
a policy of heaning members of these en-
dencies. as well as unafliliated individuals
Gl ona “list™ published m the Party Organ-
fzer), [rom its forums and bookstores,

On the one hand, this could be inter-

bans those who say they want back m, why
admit Ihose. like the TO. who want to de-
feat the SWP? The forums and ewents
would soon take place in spiendid solation.

But there are more imporntant sides tothis
action. First, there 3 the {act that it shows.
despite all the expulsions. that Barmes is still
worried about the people leftin the SWI. In

.

rBatrnes Isolates ... Himself

preted as a stupid gesture by Barnes: [f he

\

thas sense. i conceried protest of this crude
exclusionism could work against him, could
help 1o awaken and sharpen doubts among
those who are still misled — il 10 be sure.
not amoeng the misleaders.

Second. this % not 1he only case of ex-
clusion froms tosums Bames has practiced.
not the first faked story of “incidents’ (ask-
mg questions and other political mterven-
tioms) that he has used agamst opponents.
But in the past. the militants who are now
cxpelled swallowed this policy, But now
they are called ““disrupters.” too, In this
way. they can penetrate o lintle deeper into a
critigue of the *good okl days™ in the SWP.

The expelicd militants are ina position 1o
isolate Baraes and 1o expand their political
knowledpe. Will they o i?

K.F.

Y,

RWL Evades Politics

Last Nowvember, the Trotskvist Organization
wrote 10 the Revolutionary. Workers: League
(RWL), as well as other organizations. on the
need 10 buikd a Labor Pantv Caalition in
Michigan. Eurly m April, we finally reccived a
response (or an attempt at a response ) (rom the
RWL,

I a letter dated April 2. the RWL Political
Commitiee stated its views on the elections.
Accompanying this letter was supplementary
material on an RWL proposal w the Interni-
tionahist Workers Party (IWF) on the Cali-
forma elections. The TWP didn’t buy it

The RWL linds our proposs| “not feasible
at this time.”" In April, this is truly & profound
understanding, In November, an answer would
haye been uselul, which 1s why the RWL didn't
AlSWeET,

This group 15 netonous for refusing (0 an-
swer letters, retumn phone calls, ete. Likewise,
despite 3s bousts about its size, it publishes a
tiny paper on'a monthly schedule that is pot

muintaimed, Why? Beciuse it dreads bang
pinsied down 1o anything concrele, dreads put-
ting down its line 1n black and white, Ths 15
charcteristic of a radical circle, not of a work-
mg class political organization,

Thus. it further justifies its gbstention on the
grounds that: ““Without the Peace and Free-
dom Party, an cnormous expenditure of our
commides’ ime and effort would be required.™
while (knowing 21l in advance) *the campaign
would meet with hittle response [rom workers, "

Three revealing indications.

Tirst, no principled position on Peace and
Freedom. Class character — whi cares? This
same KWL wrole & long disseriation on the
“workers parly” m 1is paper and “neglecied™
to mention that it was working in the PFP.

Second, a refusal to make any “‘extreme”
cffort. Atter all, for petty bourgeais rudicals the
revolution 15 certainly nothing to get workad
up about, 50 why work overtime on an clection
campaign?

Thind, blame the workens for the passivity
and abstentionism Of organizaions thal pre-
tend to represent their interests. Why does the
RWL thinks PFP is a golden prospect, while
Michigan workers are hopeless? Because PFP
i not working class, but full of radicals
who are soul mates to the RWL. They feel
themiselves to be on the sume wavelength.

Fially, as usual, despite closmg the letter
with & promise 1o contaet 3 TO representative
“over the coming week."” despite our speaking
to three RWIL members about this fetter, we
have stll not heard one more word from the
RWL on the letter’s proposal (o meet and
disciss the question of the elections.

Apparently, the leadership decided they had
been much tow rash 1o send us a letter while
there was still 2 month left 1o work for ballot
status. Better clam up and wait until it was
absolutcly, positively. too late te be caught
dedng anything.

K.F



Chrysler Reaps Millions from Concessions!

The Chrysler Corpordtion just announced
record profits — $705.8 million for the firt
quarter of 1984, more than it carned through-
out 1983, And according to some sources is
about to pay over $40,000 in bonuses to each of
1.300 different managers.

This while the UAW gave up at least $1
billion in wages. while at least 28.000 Chrysler
workers remain permanently laid-off, while the
rest are forced ta work at reduced wages and
prodiuce twice as many cars as they did before
the lavofts! In 1980, Chrysler workers pro-
duced 10.2 cars per emplovee per vear. Now
they are forced to produce 19.3 cars per em-
plovee per vear!

These figures show once again thal the so-
called Chrysler bail-out plan. initiated by Car-
ter. Mondale. lacoces and others. and includ-
ing §1 billion in concessions from the UAW,
was nothing but gangland-stvle blackmail, ex-
fortion: **You give us money or we'll clase vou
down.”" And like all extortion. it benefited only
the bosses, In this case it just happened 10 be
“legitimate™ bosses rather than neighborhood
racketeers,

Moreover. employed and unemployed
Chrysler workers an only the most obvious
victims of the unions’ capitulation to this rack-
et. The UAW's capitulation to the hosses” de-
mands opened the door to similar demands
throughout industry. Thousands of workers
were [oreed to take wage freeses, cuts and lay-
ofis In many different industries and among
both organized and unorganized workers. The
cities of Detroit and Flint have  been reduced
o vinual war zones with lmd-off auto workers
forced to scrape and hustle to feed thomselves
and their families. The UAWs capitulation to
Cheysler's demands and the wage cuts and
Involls that followed. more than anything else.
s mesponsible for the much publicized high
latant mogtality rate in Detroit.

And the offects of this capitulation arc not
vet over. Chryser and other automakers con-
finuc 10 use the profit they aceried through
CONCessions to invest in new technolpgics and
non-union plants in the US and abroad that
will heud 1o even more wage cuts and lavofls if
the umon doesn’t change its position.

Nevertheless the Democmts and  unicon
bureaucrats condnue to tout the Chrysler plan
as.a great gain {or the working class

“Today's announcement by Chrysler .., is
further evidence that the Chrysler Loan Guar-
antee Act was the nght action for Chio and
Indiana, thanks in part to the leadership of
Walter Mondale in the fight to save Chrysler.

“Indiana today enjoys nearly 7000 good-
paying jobs (and Chio more than 5.000) tha
would otherwise have been lost, Thousands

more are eaming a fiving from paychecks
Chrysier workers spend in Indiana or Ohio."'
— Owen Bicber. quoted in the Detroit Free
Presy. April 23, 1984,

But are these the alternatives for workers,
Jobs for a small number at reduced wages or no
jobs at all?

We don't think so. This s blackmail. ex-

UAW Local 7: Get Back Concessions!

UAW Local 7 at Chrysler’s Jefterson Avenue
Piant 15 helding elections for local offices on
May 23 and 24. Yet none of the major slates
and candidates running in these elections rep-
resents a clear alternative to the current policy
of the UAW leadership, 2 policy that has led to
the decimation of Chrysler locals throughout
the city.

Thus the Trotskyist Organization calls on
workers at Local 7 to reject bath the Progres-
sive Caucus and the PULL Caucus slates and
to begin to build a Labor Party Caucus to light
for leadership.

The Progressive Caucus., headed by the cur-
rent local president. Charles Cook, continues
1o hold that the key 10 maintaining Chrysier
workers® jobs is restrictions an imports, main-
tenance of concessions (in wages, work rules,
and the number of men working). and electing
Wilter Mondale, Yet, as we say elsewhere,
these measures have simply resulted in higher
company profits that the company is using o
mvest n high technology, non-union plants
and layvoll more workers. Electing Mondale
will mean more of the same. Cook zlso says
that nothing can be done aboul the miserable
conditions at the plant. permeularly foreed
overtime Ieading 1o 70 hour wocks,

The PULL Caucus, headsd by Wali
Lawrenee, claims o opposc this leadership but
says nothing shou!l import restnctions, con-
cessions, or Walter Mondale. 1t doesn’t even
put forward a concrete platform to deal with
the conditions i the plant.

The PULL Caucus candidate, in a leaflet
addresed 10 Jefterson workers savs © **'ni not

“going 10 touch on the problems of our plant

right now. or the mess our local isin. You know
many of the conditions as well as | do. What
you're concerned with is, can [ do a better job
-« Iwould address myself to any problem ., | 1
would come into the plant .., "

But he never says exactly what he will do
about the problems. Is he against job combina-
tions and eliminations or not? Is he against
forced overtime or not? What does he intend to
do about them? How about a strike?

Answers to these guestions are the minimum
that one can ask of a serious opposition to the
local leadgrship,

Walter Lovelace, wha ance ran for delogate
to the UAW Convention as part of the “*Rank
and File Siate.” i also running for president.
At the time of the delegate clections, Lovelacs
called for restoration of concessions, but he has
not vet issued a platform and we don’t know
where he stands.

UAW Local 7 must take the offensive a-
gainst the company. initiate @ struggle 1o get
back concessions, recall lud off workers, and
prepare a nation-wide strike to impose these
demands,

This demunds g fight lor Labor Candidates
and & Labor Party leadership fully independent
of the Demacratic Panty. Tor the Democratic
Party will be the first to send the police against
striking Chrysler workers lighting to get back
concessions that the Demaocratic Party engin-
cered.

Build-a Labor Party Caucus now!
MG

Chicago: Down with the Democratic Party Machine

By DAVID MARK

Edwasd Vrdolyak. heritor of the lale
Chicago Mayor Daley's machine. won re=loc-
ticn as Chasrman of the Cook Couny Demi-
crauc Party in Apnl ward commitiee clections,
despite the hatred that Blacks and [atinos
the city of Chicago feel for the racist Machine
he represents. Vrdolvak was opposed by a slate
ol the Black muyor of Chicago, Harold Wash-
meton. In sdditon o showing the hopeless
futility ol trving to fight the Machine within il
Democratic. Party, Vrdolyak's re-clection
proves that the only wav to defeat the mcst
Demecratic Party Machine in Chicago snd
contirue the mobilization hegun in the mavor-
al clections: 1 with a fight for labor candidates
in the 1984 elections.

Bourgeain liberals are pow complaining
“(Washington) has twice lailed in ciforts a-
gt Vrdolysk .. Tn the process. say people
who lollow local potitics. the mavor his
sparted otherwise divided politicians against
him and. 1o some extent. contnbuted to racial
polarization in Chicage™ (Detroir Free Press,
April 25, 1984,

And Washington concurs T perbaps have
spent 100 much time on Vidolyak.™

Bul Wisshington's answer, precisely beciuse
he ropresents the Pemaocratic Party. which hos
had the historical role of preventing the work-
ing class and oppressed from building their
own party. ix accomodation.

And Washington’s defense of his adminis-
tration — 1) the focal press has ponrayed him
as anti-white; 2) “Every dammn ety that Black
mayors have inherited except Atlantu iind Los
Angeles have been bankrupt or close to it™;
3) he fay reduced the budget deficit — only
llustrates this more clearly.

Tirst, he states the obvious. Who could ex-
pect the “local press,” hardly defenders of truth
and justice, 1o do otherwise. And ves, of course,
Black mavors are only granted the crumbs of
the capitalist table, precisely 1o blunt the maobi-
lization of Biacks, And. finally, what is a *“'re-
duced budget deficit ** but a code word for a
attack on social services and  the appressed?

This is no defense. In fact. Washington's
allempt to accomodate to Vrdolvak represents
a resl obstacle o the mobilization of Black
workers thal resulted m his election. This
movement must find an outlet from the Demo-
cratic Party, an instrument to lead to the de-

feat of the Machine — i other words, a Labor
Party

The New York based radical weekly, The
Guardian. while sharmg Washington's view-
point. nevertholess give o very interesting eve-
witness repert of the Apri elections in Chicago:

“In one Black precinet op the West Side.
regular Democritic procinet captains, assisted
by Democratic election judges. were puving
voters o record  high £30 cach o cast their
ballots in Favor of the Machine's ward com-
mittee member choice.””

Thus while Washington, an elected official.
is contrained by the Togic of his position 1o
attack the economic conditions of Black work-
ers; the Machine s doling out cash payments
for votes! Who indeed wields political power in
Chicago?!

An cven clearer example is the victory of
Charles Hayes in the special clection last year
to fill Harold Washington's vacated seat in the
First Congressional District. Hiaves is a leader
in the United Food and Commercial Workers
union. Nevertheless, he completely betrays the
unions by runnimg as a Democral, squandening
awsy what support he might have from work-

ers by running in the bosses’ panty,

The Socialist Workers Party is rurming &
candidate against Hayes in the 1984 clections
— Fd Warren. And oo class grounds the Trot-
skvist Orzanization s supporting him. But the
mature of Warren's campaign is descobed by
the SWP itself as “socalst educstion.”” which
not only lhils to snswer the need lor @ united
workers [ront, even worse, it puts forward the
dangerous dlusion thar the struggle against
Vrdolyak and the Michine is merely an educa-
tional cxpedence. But if that is thie case. it will
be the workers of Chicago who will be
“learned

The Miachine must be smashed! This means
& break with the Democrats and cn this basis,
the: broadest umty of working class forces to
put forward Labor Candidates in the 1984 clee-
tioms. a light for a Eabor Party Coalition.

These are the grounds on which the Trotsky-
ist Orgumization bas given support o the prest
dentrl ticker of the Socumlist Workers Party.
Mason and Gonzalez, in Wingis, and calls for a
common slate 0f labor candidates with ke
SWP and other working class oreanizations m
the Furst and Second Congressional Districts.
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Figures released late fast month show that
the tracle upions have spent maore than 1.1
million doltars in support of Walter Mon-
dale through the end of March. By com-
parnson, spending by unions and corpora-
tions in the entire pre-convention perod for
the 1980 elections amountsd (o abou
$650.000. according to government ligures,
Though we do not believe Ihe figures for
corporations (they do not include slush
funds and other ways (he capitalists have
of hiding their contributians), clearly the
unions have been sinking a lot of work-
ers’ hard-earned money into a losing cause
— the Democratic Party. Morcover, this
amount will grow even larger as the cam-
paign develops. and the UAW has not cven
vet reported ity figures.

Next to the AFL-CIO which has spent

Millions for Democrats; Zero for Workers!

\

aboul $500.000, the United Steelworkers
union has spent the most — $272.000.

We are not at all agamst the unions
spencding moncey for political causes. In lact,
ve oppose all restrictions and lows that
apply to trade union donations, Tt is the
specific cause — Walter Mondale — thar
we Oppose.

Only last month, 600 steciworkers struck
Republic Steel’s mill in Warren, Ohio for 24
hours to stop the company from replacing
union workers with outside contraciors,
And, as plant afier plant in steel has been
closed in the last few years, we have to ask
— workers. what are you getting buck for
all the money your union leaders are pour-
mng inte the Democratc Party?

Sa far, our tabulation numbers zero!

D.M. J

iortion and an atternpt to split and destroy the
union. Now is the time to realize this and take
the offensive against the companies.

The union must fight for jobs for all. for the
division of work among all workers. at pre-
concessions wages and better, It must stop all
support to the Democratic Panty candidates of
concessions and put forward its own candid-
ates, build its own party, This i the way to
defend jobs and wages.

M.G.

Reagan’s
Anti-Terrorist
Campaign

Kathy Boudin. on tnal for the 1981 Brink’s
robbery, pleaded guilty on April 26 1o charges
of robbery and murder. Boudin's trial had be-
come a showcase for Reagan's anti-lerrorist
campaign. And it 15 just for this reason, not ¢
mention on principled grounds, that the Trot-
skyist Orgamization defended  Boudin and
others from the very beginning. Boudin's plea,
which can only be labeled 4 retrest, neverthe-
Jess does not change the fact that the case was
part of a campaign whipped up by the White
House against “terronsm.”” i reality a prep-
amtion for attacks on workes' rights and
working class orgunizations,

Maorcover. these anacks have a design —
streambning the government ler a conlron-
atton with the US working class,

By any standard a kangaroo court. the
Boudin tnal is not the first attempr by the
Reagan administration to wihip up an anti-
werronst hvsteria. Many of these imvoive out
andd out fabricauons.

In Decemmber ol 1981 the Reagan admins-
strutioni.  through caretully  orchestrated
“leaks.” made the headlines with dories of
mythicul “Libvan hit squads.” which never
materialized.

On Thanksgiving Dayv in 1983, sand trucks
were placed it {ront of the White House to
prevent Ssuicide truck bombs.™ As i resull of
this “threat’™ the White Howse 15 now defended
by surdace-to-ar mussiles

And continuing the campaign, in December
and January several major newswecklics —
Time, Newsweek. US News and World Report.
— man articles that stated that terronsm was
soon gomg 1o strike with [oree inside the US
el

Bur ths 1s only the public refations side of the
Reagan adminstration’s real prepamations that
incluce various steps wken o engage domestic
surveillance and atacks on working class or-
ganizations in the US.

I late Apnil Reagian sent four bills 1w Con-
gress imtended to Aight what the adminlsteation
defines as "“State terronsm.” Fven more im-
portant, the substance of these hills has already
been put imto ¢ffect by presidential decree,
which has the force of luw,

Nanonal Secunity Decsion Dhirective 138,
signed by Reagan April 2. allows US inelli-
gence agents  use foree against individuals or
groups assocated with various " terrornist coun-
trics."” The Secretary of State's olfice will main-
tain # list of these countrics

I the past, the number of countries iden-
tificd by the Reagan admimstmtion as *“terror-
st was so long that i would probably be a
convenient pretext to strike at uny domestic
opposition — though it will certamly onlv be
used against working class organizations

For example, Iran, Syrta. North Komea,
Libya, the Soviet Union, Cubg, Nicaragua. and
Eust Furopean countries are certamly on the
list. since they have all been referred to at one
time or another by the Reagan asdministration
#s “‘terrorist” countres,

Bul Dircctive 138 also provides for survei-
Nance and prosecution of groups or indiv-
wduals associated with “international terrorist
organizatons,” That would include not only
the FMLN in El Salvador, and the Sandinistas
in Niarugua, but also the Fourth Interna-
tional, which have been so labeled by Reagan.
Thus, the directive could be used against oppo-
nents of Reagan's interventionist policy in Cen-
tral America and organizations which advo-
cate socmhist revolution in the US.,

Once agam, these latest attempts (o stresm-
line the capitalist state and its repressive appar-
atus show who the real terronists arc— US im-
perialism — and they show the necessity of an
cffective fight by the trade unions and working
class organizations against all laws and restric-
tions that can be applied 1o legitinize police
repression. This is after all the essential nature
ol the capitalist statc — the government. the
courts. and delense apparatus — a police arm
of the capitalist class.

DM.



