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4 QUESTION OF LEADERSHIP 1

;. The NI vote to return to work aid not just take place three days befere the
siniverasary of the strike starting.it tock place three days before Democracy Day -

when a massive demonstration is to take place against the Tories” rate-capping poliecies
and the abolitien of the metropolitan counties.As we go tc press it seems to be clear
that large-scale industrial action throughout London will take place on that day,

On March Tth,the follewing aay,16 rate-capped councils plan fo meei ani declare
their refusal te fix a rate.On the very day when the NTM delegate conference was. voting
to end their strike the London Labour Party Conference was voting unanimously to suppnrt
the policy of refusing te fix a rate.A PRICELESS OPPORTUNITY TO LINK THE MINERS STRIKE
AND THE STRUGCLE TO DEFEND LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES HAS BESN LOST.The second front
has now,in effact,.become the front line but in conditiens whieh make the struggle

. againat the Tories more d4ifficult.

The 12-month strike in the coalfields has important lessons for those moving
into actien now znd far from being used as an excuse for rapid retreat should be seen as
an inspiration.For it is now clear that widespread popular support can be built and
sustained by determined action.If it is also clear that the bureaucrats at the top of
the labour and trade union movement prefer defeats even of an historic scale rather
than victories which can only be awhieved by militant class strugsle methods then this
fact arms us for the future.

As we argued in our February issue the NUM should have demanded a recall-TUC
conference and put down a call for a general strike.Cnly by precise and clear demands
ecen the TUC bureaucrats be put on the spot and their dangerous and destructive rele
limited.Kinnock's current wonspiracy with top union 'leaders' against industrial dction
in suppert of the rate-capped councils must-be fought and defeated.The whole movement
must demand support Ter those who take a stand and drown the whinning from éhampions
of capitalist parliamentary and constitutional methods like Kaufman and Hattersley
and their mouthpiece mhe likes to think of himself as their leader.

The fact that the NIM have returned to work without senieving the viclory we
all so desperately wished and worked for is the clear regponsibility of Willie and
nthers who refused to fight for the necessary suppert and their eounterparts in the
Labour Party like Kinnock who took every opportunity fo distance themgelvea from: the
strike.

4 warm welcome home to Colin Ward,Nev Bell,Dennis Evans and Billy Jackson.
Understandably they are not going to celebrate until Colin's brother Les who
was jailed for & months is released.lLes can be written to. at HM Prison Ranby in
Yorkshire or letters can be sent via 11,De Compton Cloge,Keresley.
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In secondary education,the merging of Barr's Hill i Stri
a T and Sidney Stringer,Binlsy Park
and Erngford Grange,and Alderman Callow and Finham.The Barr'e Hill,Binlay’Park ind

mﬂtﬁ\m Oallow intakes to stop in 1986.The four single sex schools would be mixed with
the present catchment areas gplit into four.

In primary education olosure faces Binley Park Pri@ary and St. ngﬁaels anE. :
Primary.Pridmere Infants is ©0 pe mergad with Christopher Cash.In add%fign t?eiimgnhal:
to merge a number of infant and juniox scholls with the closure of bu;ldingfrs__zlch_ b
ologure of junior builldings JLimbrick Weol infant puilding to close and St. Chrisgtopher's

e n -
Infant Department to oclose.lllesley Sshool{Nursery innexe ) j0annon-Park School Annexe,
and Southfield Nursery dnnexe to elcse.

In Special Education the proposals mean the closure of Town Thorns Residentisl(pupils
to Corley Residentisl) ,closure of Baginton Fields(pupils to Sherbourne Fields)closure
of Robert Burns and Broad Park,to be moved to the Bagintén Fields gite.The implications
mean virtually the end of any special sducation over the sge of 13.

LOEEY THE COUNCIL Coventry NUT takes action

i lar i2th.
FRREAY e > In & general meeting on Feb. 27th.
&.30pm. Goventry NUT decided with 248 votes for and
2 abgtentions to take 2 mornings strike action
L ‘ in all schools on Friday March 22nd.Anger over
- — a derisory wage offer was added to by the news
of proposed school closurea.Even the local HUT
leadership were surprised by the gize of the

X0 CUTS vote -aven the traditionally less militant
' primary and special gohnols voted solidly for
JOIN THE BATE- the action,
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CAPPED COURGILS , Support has been promised by NUPE =
ARD FIGHT THE TORIES avery effort must be made to build a really
big march and rally on the day and in part-
i e ~ieular we mist press for a good turn-out from
the different senool defense campaigns.

Areund £0-90 pecple packed into the Koko Building geminar rooms to take part in
the ¥arch 2nd. conference of the EDUCATICN ALLIANCE.Despite the fact that there were.a
1imited amount ef people from the various schocl campaigns and that a large part of the
participants were teachers the sonference was a succesaful contribution to the fight
against the cuts.

lecal KUPE full-timer Ken Barnes told us how he had persuaded his members in
Solihull schosls to tender succesafully for their own jobs at the cost of wages,hours
and conditions and dirtier schoclsjwith that kind of leadership who needs the Tories?
He wae subsequently disowned by Joe Rogers,secretary of Coventry Looal Authority NUFE.
More effective was a teacher from Sladebrock School who described how Brent teachers:
had successfully fought off two attemptsto run down gohoola.

The workshop sessions,on special schools,organising school students,inter-union
organisation and building school based campaign groups were all felt 1o be useful by
those involved in the discuseions.Bell Gree=n showad ihe need for a joint fight by
parents,unions,schocl studerits and the Labour Party-thie time we are pot alone and it
is vital that school cempaigns do not fall into the trap of thinking that they stand
a better chance by themselves.The Education Alliance can play an important part in
bringing the different campaigns together.




T HAVE BEEN COTICIZED TOR MEETING  BECAIKE MIS FOR(ES SEEK THE MILITARY
\ITH A LEADER OF THE NICARAGUAN OVEZTHROW OF THE SHCARRGUNN

T, HOWENER, FAIL TO SEE ANYTHING AFTER ALL— HE'S A US
IMPROPER IN OUR DISLUSSION GOVERNMENT EMPLOVEE

\ AT ‘-\ TR
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The Coventry Latin America Solidarity Campaign is continuing -its
wide~ranging activities. On Tuesday 19th March Kathy Biper, of the
Catholic Imstitute of International Relations, reports on her recent
visit to Guatemala. With video & discussion. 7.30pm, the Arches,
Spon End, Coventry.

Arthur to break the whip over Callow?

Westwood Branch Labour Party called a meeting on February 27th to protest
at the closure of Alderman Callow Community College in Canley., Over 200
local people attended to hear their 5 Labour Councillors - Arthur Waugh
Jnr, Phil Robinson & Joe Thompson.

Before the meeting right-winger Cyril Rodmell had threatened to exclude
anybody from the Bell Green Action Committee, particularly Hartha Young
who, he said, weuld be turned back at the Ward boundary. Opening the
meeting, Cyril insisted that Westwood was only interested in stopping
Callow being closed, not any other schools. To add weight to this pledge
all contributors were told to give their addresses,.''to prevent putaiders
from speaking''l

An excellent case was made for keeping Callow open. Then John Seabourne
from HUPE asked the 3 councillors which way they would vote in Council on
June 8th., Waugh Jnr said he would vote against the closure come what may.
The other two waffled uncontmllably and refused to answer the straight
gquestion. They talke# about everything else - democracy, Labour Groups,
whips, 10 years as governors, thers when the first sod was cut etc etc.
The audience got very restless. As one stalwart put it: iThose two have
done more damage to the Labour Party in Canley in that 5 minutes than
anybody in the last 10 years." In the end the intervention of 'outsiders'
wasn't necessary.

RIGHT-~WING ATTEMPT TO DERAIL ANTI-CUTS FIGHT FAILS

Trade union & Labour Party delegates had a shock when they turned up on Sunday
lunchtime, February 17th, to discuss setting up an Anti=Cuts Committee in Cov.
There was Peter Lister, leader of the City Council, with supporters in force.
They succeeded in derailing any serious discussion at the 100+ strong meeting,
tut the vote went decisively in favour of setting up a Committee.

Let's hope the obvious concern of the Council leaders about the potential of
such a Committes is well-justified. A delegate meeting proper is being called
for March 28th, For further details contact any 'SV' supporter, or phone

Mick Chilvers on Coventry 441604,




SCCIALISTS AND THS FIGHT TO STCP THE CUTS.cssocaee

what are the fundamental principles which ghould underlie the work of
goclalists in loeal government today? First and foremost there must be a clear
committment to defend jobs and services regardless of legal constraints.Once the
framework of Tory law is accepted there is no prospect of defending jobe and
services -the Tories have demonstrated their total refusal to negotiate unless
their opponents refuse to back down.

The way forward lies through a refusal to cut,compromise will only lead
to defeat.0f course there are exceptions to a no cuts policy eg the Police are
magsive over—-spendeérs.

There must be every sttempt to build united campaigns of Councillors,
Labour Parties,trade unions and community organisations.Where socialisis are
the dominant force on Labour Councils they should provide resources which will
help local government workers and those who use the services toc develop anti-
cuts campaigns on a firm independent bagis.

Gouncillore who are taking a stand must see thamgelves as being respons-
-ible to the organisations of the working class.Socialists start from the interests
. of their class not tha petty rules of bursaucratically led Liabour groups.lndeed
a major task of socialisis in the Labour Party is to open up these Labour groups
to the scrutiny of the workers they claim teo represent .No mere meeting behind
closed doars with & strong-arm squad of police to kesp out their opponents.

Trade unions must be prepared to support %o the hilt those councillore
who are threatened with surcharge,they must be opposed to deals which protect jobs
while services are cut and thet must oppose with industrial action any attempt to
carry out cuts whatever the Party label of the Council concerned.

Loaal gross-union rank and file organisations,such as London Bridge,
should be built to strengthen the hand of thoge arguing for joint action and
minimise the risk of divisive deals.

Labour Parties should ensure their councillors put up®a fight and
replace them if they do not.Socialists should be in the forefront of the fight
to organise and suppert resistance on the ground.In particular common cause must
be made with black/ethnic minority groups.Womens' Sections have a key strategic
role to play in that the mobilisation of women is one of the most important
weapons in the armory of the workers movement today.

While every effort should be made to build a unified campaign,councils
which go into struggle with the government should continue their stand even if
tMyuaﬂmmiﬂmd@g&pwmﬂwwhpmﬁ&abmmnﬂwﬁg&emg
forward,a focus for action,a rallying point against the Tory government.Of course
souncillors would be much more likely to take 2 gtand which went all the way if
the Labour movement stated in advance that anyone gurcharged would be indemnified.

Clearly we must start today from the nead to defend what we have from
the ravages of the Tories but for socialists things do not end there.In future
iggues of this bulletin and in our magaZine SOCTALIST VIEWFOIRT we shall be
examining the question 'What is a sooialist policy for local government?' If
you think you have gomething to say 'on this please let us know - we would be
{nterested in your views.

Eﬂith lﬂhit B




KDMNOCE MUST GO.

SOCIALIST VIEWPOINT supporters did not vote for Kinnock in
the Labour leadership elections.¥e argusd that he would rapidly prove
himself indistinguishable from the right-wing.Our prediction has come
true. .
He has consistently lined up with the right-wing witch-hunt
campaign on the NEC,he has attempted to undermine reselection,he has
sonsistently -opposed support for those such as Liverpcol Council who
have threatened t» defy Tory law and has sought to weaken the current
gtand of the rate-capped councils by colluding with the - top
leaders of publiec sector unions to prevent confrontation with the
Thatcher government.

It is,howmever, the miners strike which has thrown his total
gsubservience to capitalist law into sharp relief for all to see.He has
fellen in with every vile and despicable attack on rank and file
miners made by the right-wing.

® Tt teok him 10 monthe to join a picket line...

# 4t a crucial point in the strike when he was
invited onto NIM platforms for a special series
of meetings he refused to attend.The Tory press
howled with glesscess

# More recently as the movement in favour of a
general strike began to emerge he almost fell
over himsslf in the rush to diemiss it as an

_ option....and he did it not in a positive way,as
part of a gerious discussion on the way forward
for the strike,he did 1t with a sneering dis-
miseive wave of his hand....

% Yhen the Campaign group of MP's held up the
genteel and hypoeritical processes of the House
of Commone for 20 minutes he launched a viclous
attack on them.....

# On Priday March 1st the TV news reported that he
favoured an amnesty for those miners who had been
convicted of no offence or who had not been
involved in acts of wiclence.This repcrt has not
been confirmed at the time we went to press -
but it is wholly consistent with his systematic
glanders against those miners literally fighting
fer their jobs.

Enough is enough...the socner the left gets itself together to rid
the party of this embarrassment the beltier.

SUNDAY MARCH 31st

Jeremy Corbyn MP (Campaign Group
member)will speak at the Barras Green
Sonial Club - 7.30pm.Meeting organised
by Distriet Labour Farty Broad Left.




CARRY OB THE COLLECTICHS

Even if as seems likely the miners strike is to end on
Tuesday March Sth,we should continue to collect as much money as
we can.Not only is there the men who have been sacked(11 locally)
there are alse those who languish in jail for trying to defend
their jobs and the future for us all.We have a responaibility to
them and their families.More details next month of a proposed
national organisation to support prisoners and their families.

¥ew from LEFT VIEW BOCES.-..
'CUBA: RADICAL FACE OF STALIWISM'
; by John Lister
An assessment of the Cuban Revelution..
Chapters on the Cuban CP,Cuban foreign policy,
Trotekyiem and the Cuban Revolution.
Contains a detailed Chronology of the events of
the Revolution.

166 pages - only £4.95.Available from SV
supporters or from the Wedge Bookshop.

If you like thie bulletin then buy the magazine 100«s.s

SOCIALIST VIELPOINT No 3 is available now from SV -
supporters and the Wedge Bookshop.Price 70p.
Number 4 which will inelude articles cn the end

of the miners strike and the fight against cuts in
local government services,will be available in the
middle of March.

The next issue of this bulletin will be out
on the weekend 'of march 30/31.Articles,letters,poems,
sartoons ,threats of legal action,jokes(?) must be in
by Wednesday March 27th.

Prevention of Terroriem Act arrests.

Colin Lynch and Moira 0fShea are both charged with conspiracy to cause
explosions.Next month we will carry information on the case of Colin Lymch -
this month we cover details of the cempaign to defend Moirzs O'Shea.




Ne-instate Moira O'Shea! Drop the Charges!

Dr Moira O'Shea is & 65 year old psychiatrist who, until her arrest under the
Prevention of Terroriam Act in ‘early: January, was practicing psychotherapy at ]
the Rubery Hill Hospital in Birmingham. A member of ASTMS No 3 Divisional !
Council, Birmingham Trades Council and Selly Oak Labour Party, she was active I
in Troops Out and the Labour Committee on Ireland as well as a leading member

of the Irish in Britain Representation Group.

Significantly her arrest, and eventual charge of 'conspiracy to cause explosion8',
came just a few weeks after tentative steps had been taken by Irish activists to
investigate the dubious ¢ireumstances surrounding the conviction of those accused
of the Hirmingham bombings.

One victory has been achieved in Moira's defencé already in getting her out on
bail (the police changed her from a Category A to Category B prisonmer at the very
last minute when it appeared their ‘opposition to bail might be overuled).

But the charges remain, and she has lest her job.

Support is reguired urgently from the labour movement.

On Mareh 16th an ‘ad hoe Defence Committee is calling a Conference in support of
Moira O'Shea in Birmingham. Credentials for delegates are available from the
supporters of thig Bulletin.

Godfrey Webster !

Chairperson, West Midlands Labour Committee on Ireland

RINGING LABOUR INTO DISREPUTE: MORE RIGHT-WING TRICKS
' IN COVENTRY NORTH~EAST

Longford Ward AGM was held in January. The left swept the board, although
those supporters nf the City Council who did go tock a full part in the
meeting. The left, far from being secretive as the NEC would have us
eslieve, handed out their slate at the door, Phil Dixon, until recently
Chair of the North-East Constituency, objected but was assured he could
vote which way he pleased.
Subgequently Mr Dixon and the ‘infamously incompetent NE Bscretary Dot
Dalton dragged out a copy of something entitled "Standing OUrders of
Longford Ward! which gave the AGM as being in Pebruary. Long-standing
| Ward members recognised this as one of several draft sets of S5.0.s8
which Longford had considered some years sgoc but never actually passed]
lonetheless on the basis of this & the Left slate Dalton & Dixon obtained
a yuling from the ever-obliging Regional Organiser Freda Westweood nulli-
fying the AGM! Needless to say the Ward itself has heard nothing from
Westwoed either written or otherwise.

Are we being overly suspicious in thinking this is anothetr attempt to hold
| up the Coventry North-East AGH and prolong the already overlong paolitical
{ lives of these self-same right-wingers?

| Matthew Jones :

JOBS NHOT BOMBES
MINES NOT MISSILES!

March organised by Coventry
liorth-lWegt Labour Party
Young Socimlistsj sponsored
by Coventry NUM Strike Cttes,
¥ TOGWD 5/920 Branch, YCOND seess

b L

NG HAS Peer A TEsT ‘F,;
e EMERGENCY BROADCAST SISTEM.
E: EVENT OF A BEAL NUCLEAR ATTACK,

OV WL, UNFORTURATELY, BE DEAD... o

aesembles 1pm Saturday March
16th at Foleshill Parlk,
Holbrook Lane (by Dunlop).
March through Hadford to a
rally in Keresley.

More information from Cov NW
LPYS, 4 Gloucester Street,
or Coventry 22041.

YOUTH -~ HERE WE GO!
TURN OUT ON MARCH 16TH!

- e I
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FAIR FARES or ALL ABOARD FOR THE JOINT BOARDS s

The only thing the 'Coventry Evening Telegraph'! failed teo report about the
February meeting of the West Midlands County Council was the major item on

the Agenda -~ the lengthy statement by Ed Shore, Chair of the Police Cttee,

on the cost of the Miners' Strike.

From Marchk 1984 to January 1985 £11 million has been spent in overtime for

Just the West Midlands police on the miners) picket lines. This of course was
not in the Council's budget and doesn't feature in accusations of over-spending.
We can eclearly see that to the Tory government money is no object when it comes

to def&atiﬁq the miners. Remember that there are no coal mines in the West
Midlands ( ﬂ4T4F area - this overtime has besn spent elsewhere under central-
ised police direction with no g@ontrol whatsocever over operations or pursestrings
by the County, -hp paying body. [ILxtraordinary isa't it?

Remember too the fuss over the closure of schools and other cuts in Coventry by
the Labour Council. This is to save £7 million over 4 years. Yet the Tories
rip the County Council off for £71 million in police overtime in just 9 months!
And not an eyebrow is raised, and no mention of course in the local paper.

There is worse to come! The County Council Labour Group has just decided by a

2 to 1 majority to put the bus farecs up by 5%. This will raise the princely sum
of £5.5 million in one year, assuming the same number of people keep using the
buses. Get ﬂ:t your caleulator to worlk out how much the bus fares cpuld have
been out using the £11 million over 3§ months. I make it about 20% = a nice
bonus for the needy.

Actually, we were told, the 5% increase in fares disn't needed to balance the
County's budget. It's being introduced because Solihull Tory District Counecil
might take the County Council to court for over-subsidising the fares. But only
Tyne and Wesr o other Met Counties are putting their fares up - and the
gnes who aren t includes Mergseyside & South Yorkshire both of whom are rate-~

capprd. Why are West Midlands so scared of the courts -~ yet again - and
run before the first shot is fired?
Or is it, as has been rather eynically suggested, that some of the right-wing

leaders of the Labour Group are ppsitioning themselves to join the Joint Boards
which will toke over when the County Couneil is abolished. Chair of Transport,
Fhil Bateman, has just got himself a seat on Wolverhampton Councili Chair of
Economic Development, Geoff Edge, is now on Walsall Coupcil; Chair of Fire,
J.T. Wilson, is on Dudley, and =o on and so on = all nicely planned thankyou.
It would mot suit them to freeze the bus fares now, leaving the Joint Board
under government instruction but nominal Labour cantrol $o hoist them by &
large percentage next yesr.

Dave Spencer
West Midlands County Councillor, Coventry South-East

o

What's happening on May oth, VE Day?

Hay 2Bth this year is the 40th anniversary of the end of World War 2 in
Zurope. To the world Coventry represents the suffering of War, but
glso international reconciliation with its 30 or more twinned cities.

You would think that a Labour Council committed to a Nuclear Free Zone
policy would want to celebrate this day with an anti-war message.

Net so0. The Lozd Mayor's Committee of 19 to organise for VE Day con-
sists of representatives from the police, the Boy Scouts, the JPs, and |
overwhelmingly From ex-servicemen's prganisations including 2 colonels,
The peace movemant is hot represented zt alll

ldeas so far discussed inelude:- parsdes on the Sunday, a cathedral

| service on the day with & military content, and Ann Shelton singing in
the Gentral liall.

What happened to the Labour Party's commitment to CHD?

Printed & Published by Coventry 'SV! Supporters, ¢/o 17 Winifred Avenue,
Earlsdon, Coventry. Contact your nearest 'SV' seller for further details.




