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® Health

Days of Action

October
4 Moarsayside 12 N West
& Northern reg 13 Midlands
& Yorkshira 14 Eaat Anglia
7 NI 15 Wast Midlands
B 5 Wast 18 Scotland
11 Wales 189 S East

National Lobby, London 19 Oct
Transport Day of Action, early Nov

Ballot 28 Oct
Ragional ralliss {public/tripla alliance atc. Scargill spaaking}
October

18 Wales

18 Newcastla

20 Birmingham

21 Shaffiald

Z3 Scotland-Edinburgh [maybe demo too)

Regional NUM confersnces — held within next weeak.

e Steel

6 Oct — delegate confarence against redundancies Shaffield

® Triple Alli=nce

Scottish lobby {London! 28 Oct

® NUR

AGM 12/13 October Birmingham lobby
Lobby Birmingham, AUEW office

® POEU/Telecoms

20 Octobar Days strike

® Water workers day strike

18 October

DEFEND
SUGIALIST
POLICIES

EXPULSION

Socielist Challenge calls on ell its readerz to respond to
the call put out by over fifty delegates, fifteen MP=z and
leading members of five trade union broad lefts at the
Labour Party conference, to build the national conference
to be hald on 30 October at County Hall against the witch-
hunt,

This is an essential component of tha wave of action
now unfolding against the Tories; essantial if we want a
Lebour government committed to socialist policies.

Wa call for resistance to expulsions to ba organised at
national, local and regional level. This resistance must
organiss all the forces of the labour movement as a first stap
against the attempted hijack of our movement by a right
wing cabal whoss cowardice in the face of the Torles is
cutweighed only by their fear of having to implement the
policies to which the movement has been committed.

This is not just a fight for the constituencies but for the
whola labour movement. Sidney Weighell showed his
members exactly whara he stood by his breaking of his
mandate to saddia tham with a Healyite political leadership,
and having the barefaced effrontory to defend that action.

Labour against the

Conference of delegates
from CLPs, unions, LPYS
branches, LP branches,
women's sactions

ey, Chipping
Islingzem Sowmh, Islington Nenk, Waood Green, Vauxhall

witch-hunt

30 October
Country Hall, London
Contact: Labour against
the witch-hunt
107 Nevill Rd, London N16,

sors novw inelizde:
Ps: Norman Atkinson, Ron Brown, Bob Crver, Martin Flansery, Les Hockibeid, Joan

Race, Allan . Ernie Roterls, Deanis Skinoer, ﬁud.rg::'ll:rjl Orpe
¥ . Jim .

. Reg i
PPCs: Paul Boateng, Hilary Bryer. Jeremy Corbyn, lan Roxburgh, Chrl
Feler Taichsll

Uaions amd broud befis (in nf enpaciny)
Alan Sn ACTT, Jokn Altken EETPU, Phil Holt POEL, Ray Davies ISTC
CLPs: Hockmey Nosh, Ber ipping Barnet, Brént South, Southwark/Pockham,

TORIES oUT JFOR A LABOURVICTO

This challenge has to be answered. Weighell and tha rigt
wing have shown that the trade union left must placa th
battle in the Labour Party at the very centre of their strug
gles for &8 new leadership. The support given to tha 30 O«
tobar Conferance by sactions of the trade union left durin
tha Labour Party Conferance is a welcome step in that direc
tion. Wa furthar welcome with open arms the formation of
new laft group of MPs and the support which their leadin
mambars hava given to this movamant of resistance.

The witch-hunt has exploded in its instigators faces
MNow for the first time since 1969, tha prospect axists of a ne
tienal left wing alllance betwean trade union, parllamentar
and constituency force that can unite, not just around th
alaction of a Labour government and not just around lei
wing pelicies, but around an organised struggle to forc
such & govarnment to implement those policies.

That Is why we finally welcome the proposal emargin
from the new parllamentary group 10 convena a natiomn
confarence in the new year of MPs, trade union broad left
and constituencles to join together in a fight for a Labou

continued on page




Solidarit

¢ lan Harrison, Fulham CLP

| THE HEALTH debate | moved composite 32,
hich was the only one opposed by tha NEC.
hy did | move it and why did the NEC op-

587

Composite 32 was the most far-reaching.
ost importantly it was the only one which
wequivocally called for mass action by the
bour movement to force the Tories out of of-

It was the only one which clearly called for
e abolition of all health charges, and the only
i@ which set a minimum target for health
orkers’ pay by calling for a £ minimum
age and a 35 hour week. COHSE’s composite
id that “long term pay arrangements would
- made for all grades of staff, which will
duce the nead for industrial action.’

Qur  composite  also
lied for inflation-proof
otection  for  health
wkers' pay. This, and
f  demand’ for w
NImum Wage, are in my
inion the best way and
ssibly the only way to
sure that any *long term
lution® does not resalt in

and  clinics 1o be na-
tionalised.” Perhaps the
MEC  hasn heard of
hospital waiting lists!
Compaosite 32 also call-
ed for the nationalisation,
not only of the manufac-
turing side of the phar-
maceutical industry, but
also. of the retail and

What health policy
for Lahour ?

them to the manufacturing
SeCror,

Finally the NEC took
exception to our proposal
for a £90 minimum wage
since, . they sad, this
should be left for the TLIC
to decide. But if it was up
to the TUC to decide, why
didn’t they let trade union
delegates to conference
vore freely on the matter?
Then at least  the
burcaucrats would have
had to go back to their
members and justify their
refusal to support their in-
terests, instead of hiding
behind NEC opposition —
while the NEC hides
behind TUC opposition.

Earlier T was told by a
COHSE full time worker
that COHSE would op-
s the compaosite
because it would tie union
negotiators hands! I think
what he meant was that it
would make it more dif-
ficult for some union

Trade Union and Lzbour

Party hierarchy’s
apologists  for  private
greed.

That hierarchy, by op-
posing this composite, ap-
pears to be leaving the con-
duct of the health dispute
to the unions alone. They
rejected our proposal to
throw the whole political
and organisarional weight
of the Labour Party
behind the fight for the 12
per cent cleim and the
defence of the NHS.

But this does not tie the
hands of local Labour
Parties. They should be
doing all they can actively
o support WHS workers
by joining “picket lines,
launching &  massive
publicity campaign on the
housing estates and shopp-
ing centres, and campaign-
ing for a general strike to
bring down Thatcher's
EOVErNMEnt,

That's the way we’ll

wholesale side.

In my speech | explain-
ed that this did not mean
rgy by inflation and cut the High Street chemists
ring a future incomes  but the big concerns —
licy. T Boots, Beechams, ICT and

Another point in com- g0 on. OFf course the NEC
site 32 called for the na- chose to ignore this and
malisation of all private opposed  the composite
spitals and clinics. The  because, they said, of the
ZC's grounds for oppos-  chemists on the corner. |
¢ this was that ‘there s a think their main concern
ssibtlity that we won't was to limit the extent of
juirg privare hospitals  patiopalisation and Limit

alth  service workers
iges being held down for

0 or three years, eroded
The

B ey
|_.r;\.-..- e

.r'ommuea' _fmm ,."'ranf pugr:
: victory, for the defence of the socialist policies so far won,
tand against any expulsions whatsosvar,
¢ Why has the witch-hunt happaned and why are we sad-
rdlﬂd with a right wing NEC? Iz it bacause, as in tha fifties.
:the labour movement is in retreat as capitalism regains its
-nan.ra? Nol It is because Thatcherism and Reaganism ara in
;ra*trlmt =& labour starts to fight back.
:  Aftar three yaars of retreat. even our timid TUC has had
:to face up to Thatcher and put its weight behind the health
:workaers. And the response has been massive. Is this a
:political strike? Yesl Whataver Chapple and Bickerstaffe
:might like to say, the govarnmant’s policy — and its future
:— is at stake in this disputa.
i ls it a popular strike? Yes! Whatsver happsnad to the
:argument that strikes lose elactions? This disputs has
:managed what two years of Foot's lesdership failed to do. It
- has lifted Labour out of the trough into which it was dragg-
:od by Foot. it has exposed Thatcher's government and
‘apened the road to a Labour victory.
! MNor can the tremsndous 52 wvote in favour of
: unilateralism just be ignorad as in 1960, when Labour sup-
: ported unilataralism by a narrow majority which was quick-
:ly reversed after the vicious right wing organised against it.
:Not only are the unions far mora solidly unilataralist than
. over before — even Sidney Weighell's union Is In favour —
: but this vote rests on the actions of hundreds of thousands
+in Britain. This movement in alliance with millions in Europa
i will not let Labour betray their hopes.

+  Thatis why the sabotage of our movement by its laaders
‘has reached a new and higher stage. It combinas open
- treachery in the trade union struggle with open preperation
raof 8 coup in the Party.

i What a fine example of leadership has bean set by
.Sidnﬂr Waighell and the TUC! What an advert for
‘democretic’ idealsl At the very moment when the move-
E ment has found its balance again, they have saddled us with
‘General Chapple &t the head of the unions and
:Generalissimo Healey at the helm of the Labour Party. How
:can they claim that they are praparing a Labour victory?
i When the health strike preparss tha defeat of the Tories
i thay put the strikers’ most trenchant epponent in charge of
:the unions. With unilateralism the most popular policy
‘Labour has to offer they put its lifelong anamy and his
veronies in charge of its election offensiva.

Frightened as they are of defeat at tha Tories’ hands,

:thay are even more frightened of arriving in office and hav-
ingto Inmfemnnt tha policies wa hmru farc-d them toad npt

¥
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leaders 1o sell our the
health service workers. tion. Mot the
COmposite  was
defeated by the union
Block votre but it won a lot
of support for a properly form

and the pharmacuetical in-
dustry and lor a sociahst
health service which pays
its workers a decent wage, ;
with no coficessions to rhe VICE.

get unity in the labour
movemenl — unity in gc-
shabby
*We'll scrarch vour back
and you scratch ours’ uni-
ty practiced by the plai-

ensure that a  future
Labour government will
implement socialist

policies for the health ser-  dockers,

Thay know thq ranhtanca thw will mesat frnm Thatcher's
friands in tha Penatgon, the traasury and the CBI and they
don't want fo fight tham. Thay have two options, both of
which they prefer to victory. Tha first is outright defeat at
their own hands; the sacond iz a coalition with the SDP. Itis
up to us to stop tham. It is up to us to win a Labour victary.

The idea that the Militant and the left are an obstacle to
Labour victory is a crude and patently false lie. Did
Militant’s influence stop Labour making important gains in
the local elections in Liverpool? Did the cleanout of the right
wing prevent a victory in Islington? No: these were the
araas wheara Labour did best.

Tha purposa of tha witch-hunt is absolutely clear. The
ona thing that stands in the way of their manouvres is an
organized and militant laft wing, linking tha party and the
unions. This can mobilise extrapariiamentary mass action,
as Skinnar promised an enthusisstic Tribune audiance, to
force an elected Labour government to fight. Thoza who
remember 1989 know only too well that such 8 movemant
stopped the labour right's anti-trade union offansive in its
tracks then, and they can do it again.

That is why the fight for socialist policies begins with the
fight against the witch-hunt. That is why it goes from there
to the creation of an organised alliance of the left, commit-
ted to axtraparliiamentary action against nuclear weapons
and in support of the health workers. That is why we urge
our readers to strain every nerve to defeat the witch-hunt
end organise tha laft.

But thara is ona final struggle and ona final decision to be
won. A spectre haunts tha movamant; the ghost of Michaal
Foot, who has bacoma & zombia of the right. Nothing il-
lustretes more clearly how much the right wing are really on
the defensive than the fact that they have to hide bshind
such a pathetic figure, and fall out sven amongst
themselves when they risk eppearing tooc openly for what
they ere. The lesson of the Labour Party conference, a
lesson which delegates were drawing in their hundred as
they left for their own constituencies, is that the fight for
socialist policies cannot be held hostage to Michael Foot's
leadership.

Why doas it mattar, tharefors, what Tony Benn does?
Mot because the movemant will nat arganise without him.
It is organising without him. Not just bacause the leading
trade union lefts, such as Scargill, are hanging fira in back-
ing this struggle, until Tony gives the word. They can ba
force to fight, with or without Tony.

No: itis because the left wing, if itis to present a ganuina
arrarnati\m to a Foot-Healey mremm-nt = or fur that mat-

R

Several thousand trade unionists marched
through Liverpool on Monday 4 October at the
start of the TUC s regional days of action.

tingents marched behind
the banners of the health
workers. These included
car  workers,
building wcrk ers, prirllcrs.

Photo by NEWSLINE

Big turn out in Liverpool

purned out than on 22
September, On that day
large contingents had lefr
Liverpool to go to the
London demonstration.

and ‘block vote Daspi ;

! espite. the sheort  seafarers and tobacco The large presence of
funded health service, for  barons to  block  the  potica — Jess than a week  workers. health workers had & big
an end to private profiteer-  demands of the rank and  _ many workplaces sent It  was a lively impact not only on the
ing by private medicine [file. And that's the way 10 delegations. Large con- demonstration and s  other marchers, but gota

sirong opposition to the  preat response from peo-
Tory government was very ple on  the sidewalks,
marked.  More  nurses, showing once zgain the
technicians, porters and  {remendous support the
cleaners from the hnspim[s health workers enjoy,

Tu e e " e

ter, a Foot-Jenkins government — must have at its head a
figura capable of heading a governmant on its bahalf.

In tima wea shall create the forces for a genuina workars’
govarnmant, that fights wholahsartedly for workers® in-
terests, that will finish the job Labour hasn't finished, that
breaks with Britain’s imperialist past, despatches the
monarchy, the lords, the banks and their ramshackle state
into the pages of history books and creates a new,
democratic state accountable to those whao wark for thair
living — the firat stap to a socialist Britain, Indeed the forces
for such a governmant will be assembled /n and through tha
struggle to implamant tha policias already won in the Iabour
movamant.

But tha furthar policias nesdad to secure such a govarn-
ment have not vat won. Thay are nnt yat thn pnli{:\r of thl

fice. But the pulil:iil which propalled Tony Benn into leader-
ship of the left fave the support of the labour movemaent.
Wae are committed to unilateral disermament. We are com-
mitted to get cut of the EEC. We are committed to oppose
incomes policy. We are committed to full employment.
social justice for women, blacks and youth and to freedom
of information. We can wunite in action around these
damands.,

If the movemaent is to have the confidence to come onto
the strasts, not just in hundreds of thousands but in
millions, it must have the confidance that Teny Bann will ba
with tham when they get thare. And Tony Bann must start
to build that confidenca now. Ha can put his waight bahind
aach and svery fight against axpulsicns. He can coma to the
forefront of every extraparliamentary struggle for the
policies he supports.

He can tell Michael Foot that, Shadow Cabinet or no
Shadow Cabinet, he will be there by our side fighting.

He has not done s0. He has not committed himself to our
struggle: he left his supporters at conference puzzled. angry
and bitter. This vacillation must end.

But one thing is for sure: with or without Benn, we're &2
fighting back.

Qur fight back starts with the Days of Action against the 32
Tories. It will continue with action to sack the right wing = -- _
who stand in our way: and for this, 30 October is a first, but 5
vital step.

Kick out the Torias!
For a Labour Victory!
Fight to defend Socialist Policias]
Stop the witch-huntl




By Phil Hearse .
BEIRUT a re-united city again.
An international peacekeep-
ing force to protect the
Palestinians and keep order.
The foundations being laid for
a strong and independent
Lebanon. Sounds pretty good
eh? This is exactly the impres-
sion being given by the media.
But the reality is a little dif-
ferent.

The ‘re-unification’ of the city
means that the defensive barriers,
s0 long patrolled by Palestinian
and leftist militias are being taken
down. The Labanesa army, over-
whelmingly a Maronite force, will
patrol West Beirut. courtesy of
tha international force.

US‘:troo‘pS to st

But two other factors give the
whole event a much more sinister
ring. First, Reagan’'s announca-
ment that US marines will stay in
Lebanon until ‘all foreign troops’
are withdrawn. Second, the plans
of the new Lebanese governmant,
revaaled in the daily An Nahar, to
expal the overwhalming bulk of
the Palestinian refugees from the
country. This is exactly what
Israel iz after.

The Lebanese governemnt
plan is to reduce the numbeaer of
Palastinians in the country from
the present 500,000 to around
50,000. All Palestinians would

have their status as refugeess
withdrawn, and would ba subject
ta stringent work permit and
residence regulations — designed

to keep them waell away from the
major cities.

In order to effect such a
sweeping expulsion of the Palesti-
nians will require a massive use of
force. This force will be provided
by tha Lebanasa army — with the
support and protection of the
‘International” Peace Keeping
Force’.

Tha massacre in the Palesti-
nian camps provided the excuse
for the return of the United States
forces. This time they have come
back armed to the teeth and
datermined to stay. Reagan in-
tends to make them = credihle
military force, capable of angag-
ing in combat with any of the arm-
ed forces currently inside
Lebanon. But their main role will

non

be to back up and support the
Labanese army — the sole guaran-
tor of a unified state. The creation
of a strong and unified Lebanon
meens the defeat of the Muslim-
based left for many years.

The future of the Palestinians
is grim. One of the key objectives
of the Israeli invesion was to an-
sure that the whole of the Palasti-
nian population was axpellad —
first perhaps to Syria, but
ultimately towards Jordan. The
Israelis regard Jordan as the real
‘homaland’ of the Palestinians.

Budget

Their programme for the
region is for the Jordanians to ac-

capt soma Palestinian ‘autonomy’
on the West bank of tha Jordan —
in the state of Jordan itself. The
bulk of the Palestinians in Israsl
itzelf, and all of those in Gaza and
on the East Bank will also bs

transported aastwards into

Jordan.

Despite the current conflicts
between the United States and
Israal, thea United States forces
and thosa of the Labanase army
are about to collaborate in ensur-
ing a key part of lsrael’s war aims.

Paradoxically, the massacre of
tha Palestinians in the camps is
part of the same process as tha
sending of the American troops —
the expulsion of the Palestinians
and the handing of all power to
the Phalangist-lad Maronite state,

By Bernard Chandler

MOST PEOPLE waeare horrified by the racent
maseacra of Palestinian refugees in Beirut. Faced

with the

task of explaining how

‘civiliged.

democratic lsrael’ could ba responsible for such an
act, the British media laid heavy stress on the per-
sonalities of Prime Minister Menachem Begin and
his Dafance Minister Ariel Sharon.

For a socialist, such a
simplistic explanation 1s
clearly unsatisfactory. In
fact, the Beirut massacre
was the only possible out-
come of the genocidal
[sraeli inmcursion into the
Lebanomn, and the myvasion
of Lebanon was 1 turn
dictated by the logic of
current Israeli strategy in

~ theoheartland of Palesti-

nian nationalism; the oc-
cupied territories of the
West Bank and Gaza
Strip.

The [sraelis intend to
expel trom the Occupied
Territories, all bul a
pliable minority of Palesti-
nians. In it present phase,
the srratcgy has fwo pro-
ngs. Firstly, an all-out at-
tagk on the symbols and
institutions of Palestinian
nationalism. Then the
fastering of a collabora-
tionist ‘alternative’ to the
PLO in the form of the
lavishly financed “Village
Leagues’.

The war against the
PLO took the [sraelis into

Beirut  with the awful
results  which we have
SEEn.,

For the Palestinians of
the Occupied Territories,
the outcome of the Zionist
stralegy is proving no less
tragic. Land confiscations
have proceeded apace;
60% of West Bank land is
now in Israeli government
hands. Nine elected pro-
PLO municipalities have
hean dizssolved. This vear,
more Palestimans  have
been shot dead by the ar-
my in the Occupted Ter-
ritories than in the entire

Gl

1967-82 period (contrast
the handling of Palestinian
demonstranions  with  the

kid glove treatment of
Israch protestiors ar
Yamit).

Rauist Israch

hoodlums from the set-
tlements have become in-
creasingly free to terrorise,
abducet and murder West
Bank and @Gara Sitrip
Palcstinians. With govern-
ment connmivance, attacks
on Islamic holy places like
the Al Agsa mosgue are
virtaully an evervday oc-
currence. The Palestinian
press is crippled by censor-
ship and banning arders,
and Palestinian  univer-
sities, when not closed by
government order, are
subject to  persistent
military harassment.

Failed

Still the Zionists have
failed to make any real
dents in Palestinian
resistance.  MNobody  has
come forward to take the
places of the dimissed
mayors. Support for the
Village Eeague is
miniscule, and the in-
fluence of the reactionary
Muszlim Brotherhood, at
one  time  dangerously
high, is now on the wane
ithe collaborationist
politics of the
Brotherhood have been
thaoroughly exposed by its
refusal m]raar:icipate inthe
anti-Israeli demonsira-
tions of the past yvear, even
those in defence of Al

Resolution on Mid-East passed by Labour Conference

This conference, recogrising the injustice and oppression being
suffered by the Palestinian peaple under the sulitary occupation
and scattered as refugees ithroughour the Middle East, declarecits
support for the inalienahie rights.of the Palestinian peanle ta self-
determinaiion within -an independent sovergign stare amd calls
upan the Fabour Party and the British Gavernmen! io recogrise
the Pafesiine Liberarion Organisation as che legiiimare represen-

tatives af the Palestinian people.

In addition, this conference condemns the Iseaeli invasion of
Ledwgron with ity horeific toll of death and destruction. Con-
JSerence believes thai the time has come for the Labour Party to
stote uneguivocally s support for the fundamental rights of the
Palestinlans and fis condemnation of the continuing pattern aof
Israell apgression, and calls on the Notional Executive Commiitee
to pursue this policy through the Socialist International,

Moved by

DUNDEE EAST CLP
Seconded by

THANET EAST CLP

Israeli policy means massacre

Palestinian  militants
on the West Bank have
made links with the best
elements of the Israeli
peace movement, such as
the Bir Zeit Solidarity
Commirtee. The rising tide
of resistance on the West
Bank has stirred the con-
ClOUSNEsS of the
beleaguered Arabs within

Israel’s pre-1967 borders.
A highly successiul general
strike was held by Israeli
Arabs on Land Day (30
March) this vear, and the
biggest Palestinian anti-
war demonstrations took
place within Israel.

The Palestinian cause
still faces grave dangers as
well as great oppor-

tunities. The focal point of
Israeli strategy will now
switch from the Lebanon
back to the occupied ter-
riteries, and it would be
idiotic to think that, in the
aftermath of the Beirut
massacre, Zionist methods
will be any less bloodthirs-
ty.

A state which has been

Protest against pogrom in Lebanon
Israeli troops out of Lebanon!

Saturday 9 October
Speakers Corner 12pm

murdering and dispossess-
ing Palestinians for 34
yvears 15 hardly likely to
Stop oW, Future
massacres will be smaller,
more efficient, and more
ably defended, possibly by
a Labour Government. To
the people on the receiv-
ing end the difference will
be a somewhat academic
one.

Sheikhs

. Meanwhile Arab reac-
tion, in collusion with US
imperialism, will try to
force the PLO to recognise
Israel, in return for some
kind of Israch withdrawal
from the occupicd ter-
ritories. Supporlt for a
solution on these lines is
not confined 1o Reagan
and the oil sheikhs; it is
strong amongst the well-

intentioned people wh
genuinely want to see a
end to the suffering of th
Palestinians.

Socialisls must explan
that, because of the in
herentl}' regctionary am
expansmnis: nagure. o
Zionism, only the destruc
tion of the Zionist stat
can end that - suffering
The Palestinians hav
already paid a heavy pric

for the world socialis
mavement's confusio
about the nature o

Zipnism. Now we ow
them our full solidarity u

rejecting any imperialist
imposed solution in th
Middle East.

The author has just com
back to Britain after livin,
for saveral years on th
West Bank.
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t Hazel McPherson

JUNE this year the NUR's Annual General
sating voted to suspend a national strike
ar pay and productivity. The whole package
1s then taken to Lord McCarthy's tribunal.
s recommendations, which are listed in this
seks Socialist Challenge. add up to a massive
tack on jobs and working conditions.

On'l3 and 14 October a
:cial General Meeting
the union will consider
s proposals.
ilworkers who will he
ending a lehby of the
eting on the Wednesday
I be very clear gbout
ir demands. We want a
ent pay rise with no str-
& attached, The SGM
izt reject McCarthy and,
‘he words of the General
wretary’s report to the
iM% this year “stand and
b o pmju.t jobs and
) \.E' standards.

hatever the SGM's
sision there is no doubt
it the suspension of the
ike call despite the

s31vE support it received
1the H.E out on flexible
ilering ?&rhtr in the year
ve  raised important
estions in the union con-
ning the need to
mocratise the structures
1 overturn right wing
licies on pay, produc-
ity and political gques-
ns like nuelear disarma-

nt.
Railworkers  should
tpare now for mass ac-

tion to defend their in-
dustry and get rid of the
Tornwes. 22 Scptember
showed the determination
of working people to fight
this government. The next
few months will see a Fost
Office Engineering strike
against  privatisation, a
water workers sirike owver
pay, the possibility of a
miners strike and  the
ongoing strugele of the
health workers. The best
wav we can defend our in-
dustry is to build support
in the union for the pro-
posed day of solidarity ac-
tion with the health-
workers by calling on the
MEC to give its supporl
and campaigning in the
branches and depots for
support and action.
Finally, whilst Brother
Weighell has besn busy ig-
noring his mandate at LP
conference Eric Clarke
the candidate he should
ve voted for) has an-
nounced a Triple Alliance
rally in Scotland and a Tri-
ple  Alliance lobby of
Parliament at the end of
this month. This is a

‘elecoms: one day

4E TORIES have given notice that they intend
i sell off British Telecoms after the next elec-
an. The right wing dominated leadership of

e Post

ice Engineering Union did nothing

i prevent the first stage of the privatisation of
e industry with the formation of the private
smpany Profect Mercury utilising British Rail
185, However, In relation to the present
ireat, tha POEU has called a one day protest

rike for 20 October,

Socialist Challenge spoke with Phil Holt,
scraetary of Liverpool internal POEU and
icratary of the POEU Broad Left.

anld vou say somerhing
WouE the present srape in
e campaigh (o prevent
fvarisation of BT?

emendously  encourag-
g. The Broad Left has
ised the issue over a
imber of vears that the
won should be cam-
ugning amongst the
iblic and amongst its

own membership to alert
them to. the threat of
privalisalion.

Part of the first stages
of any industrial zction to
bring home to the govern-
ment that they face a
serious challenge as far as
their plans are concerned,
should be a one day pro-

test strike.

L Al

special conterence

NUR gmmf m.-ri-mry Sidney Weighell, Far from defending the HOGRaNT
industriss ha's heading up tha witch-hunt. He was caught red-handad at
Blackpool helping purge the miners from the Labour Party NEC — against

his unfon mandata.

tremendous  oppartunity
to build the Alliance of
coal, steel and rail workers
inte a fighting formation
and we should campaign
10 support these evenls
throughout our industry.

® Lobby of SGM
Wednesday 13 October
8.00am onwards AUEW
Offices, Holloway Cir-
cus, Birmingham.

@ Socialist Challenge
fringa maating after

strike called

The Executive after a
tremendous  amount  of
pressure from the bran-
ches around the country
have nmow adopted that,
and we welcome this as a
serious step forward in the
fight to defend our in-
dustry.

Obviously over  the
next period the whole of
the trade union movement
will be alerted to the cam-
paign of the POEL, and
we would hope that every
trade union, every branch,
every district Labour Par-
v, every local ward
Labour Party will be tak-
ing POEL literature to
distribute amongst the
public, and to the general
trade union movement, in
defence of an important,

profitable,
owned industry.

What da you think of the
record of the right WY
leaderstup af the union in
arganising opposition o
the denationalisation of
our inausiey ?

The right wing"s record
has nol been particularly
F&mouruu& to say ‘the

east. We have to be pro-
perly alert to the dangers
of them not fully carrving
out the campaign in the
way demanded by the
overwhelming majority of
the activists m the bran-
ches.

But as we have seen, if
pressure is pur on them
they can be pushed along
the road of making a stand
at certain ltimes. Bul at

publicly-

lyde bridge

NE GROUP of workers
ha labbied the Labour
infaranca chanting,
laggia, Maggia,
aggia, Outl Out! Out!”
gre from the threaten-
| Clydebridge steel
ant in cotland.
1mael - Cleaarie.
cratary of the Joint
ade Union Committae
the plant explained:

‘On October 6th the
JC Steel Committes has
lled a delegate meering
Sheffield to conzider irs
sponse 10 job losses in
e industey, including at

ir Clydebridge plant
1ere the. BSC has an-
mnced 575 redundan-

g,
We'll be 1aking people
wn 1o lobby that

Steel

meeting to ask for not just
verbal support  but for
something hard and tangi-
ble. This should be a col-
lective issue. It's not about
playing one group of steel
workers against another,
Scotland versus Wales or
England:’
Another  Clydebridge
lobbier Jim Craig backed
this up, ‘“We don’t want
statments that the union
will fight future closures.
We want a commitment
for a fight against redun-
dancies that are happening
now. The only way we can
really dothis isif we come
out on strike. We hada 13
week strike for & pay rize
the other year, surely the
guarantée of any wage
coming in by fighting fu:ur
jobs is more important.
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SHOULD
ﬂ CASTIN STEEL

* THEN SH

CHE'LL KNOW

B WORIERS FEEL

lobby. White Lion pub.
opposite AUEW o

Triple. Alfiance: rally in
Edinburgh, 23 October;
lobby of Parlicment, 26
Ocrober.

each stapge we have Lo press
them further.

How would you
characterise the right wing
leadershin's strategy and
what i the Broad Lelt say-
ing about that and whart is
the Broad Left doing?

The basic stratcgy of the
right wing iz to hope that
the return of a Labour
Government will reverse
all the measures that the
Taries have put in 1rain, or
at least thar’s what rhey
say publicly. 1 personally
believe that the straicgy
which they outhne is not
being carried out with the
sam:” amount of -en-
thu wsm that it should be.

For instance, our
members should be drawn
into  discussions  about
what they feel a Labour
Governmen!  should do
with the telecommunica-
tions industrv when it is
returned 1o power, and
then at natiomal con-
ferences plans for the
renationalisation of the'in-
dustry without compensg-
fion alter” ‘that' fall
membership consultation.

Stan Orme informed
the Mational Executive
thar he didn’t want the
nexi Labour government
placed in the same predica-
ment as the 1945 govern-
ment, when they were ask-
ed ‘1o nationalise the
mines, and the ‘miners
union had no plans for the
narionalization of the
mines.

Weneed s *~[ml:l.F:r that
can win it G-
cumstances, not one that is
at l:lestjusla gamble on the
return of a Labour govern-
ment.

By Rose Knight

McCarthy s
con trick

THE RAILWAY Staffs Mational Tribunal
{RSNT) report states that the British Rail
Board should offer a pay increase of six
per cent from September 1982 tied firmiy
to productivity and further massive
reductions in railway jobs.

Fifteen thousand jobs wentl between 1980-82
and the BRB want a further reduction of 27,000
jobs between now and 1985,

To sweeten the bitter pill, one dayvs extra holi-
day from 1983 and an increase in the minimum
carnings fevel of six per ¢ent from April '82 are

- alzo put forward.

Cuard’s jobs will be the first o po. The

Tribunal agreed

with: the Board

that the

Bedford/St Pancras line should be operated
without guards thus opeming the way for driver-
only operation of all suburban passenger trains. It
also wants three pilor schemes for driver-only
freight trains to start immediately.

The National

Union of Railwayvmen

hus

already agreed to "a changed role for guards® and
accepted that guards are not required 1o operate
the new electric trains. The 313 Electric Multiple
Unit (EMU) which are already used on many
suburban hnes have door buttons in the dnvers
cabs, presently covered owver, but ready for uze
once the Board hacs achieved the principle thar
guards are not required to operate these trains.
The Union is arguing aboul salely procedurss, and
that guards be retained on the St Pancras/Bedford

line for ‘commercial duties”,

states;
operation as such’.

bur as the report

‘the. MUR is not opposing driver-only

MeCarthy very skilfully plays up to this. His
report suggests that guards are kept on the St Pan-
cras/Bedford line for a mimimum of six months,
ta be further reviewed by the RSNT.

But since the object of driver-only operation is
to cut jobs, there's [,iLLl.r: chance that guards will be
kept on, especially if the open station concept for
busy commuter areas is rejected as the report
recommends, Ticket collection will be done at sta-
tions, 50 guards ‘commercial duties’ will notl be

needed.

‘The six months job' is a ractic designed 1o
undercut any immediate opposition to the plan by
guards. It also holds out a cherry to platform staff
and drivers in the form of extra payments if they-

take over guards jobs.

The frainman concept which the report recoms-
mends for discussion covers over the fact that the
guards job, as a grade, will disappear.

Drriver jobs are also threatened with the plan

for si

le man locomotives.,

Further discussions on productivity is to in-
clude cutsin passenger services, work ‘reallocared’
between depots, culs in administrative jobs and
more cuts in running costs particularly at the ad-
ministrative level,

Convenor victimised

ON 27 SEPTEMBER the joint shop stewards
committes convanor of Ferranti Cairo Mill

Oldham, was

sacked

for supposedly

defrauding tha company and gross industrial
misconduct. The workers held a mass meating
voting for industrial action if their convenor

was sacked.

There is no substance to managements
charges. They allege that a clocking-in card
was incorrectly filled out by the convenor.
Seven weeks after the event, they sacked him.
Tony Purtill, convenor of Ferranti Cairo Mill,
explained the background to Laura Mitchell.

‘It is no coincidence
that statements from
management were put out
during the period up to my
sacking about redundar-
cies and shorl-time work-
ing. But the company as a
whole has increased its
profits 100 percent over
theTast three years.

“We have gone from
being the lowest paid ‘in
1975 to the highest paid
factory in Ferranti's in
1982. This started with a
nine-week strike in 1975,
We did well out of that in
terms of wages but it also
really strengthened the
union organisation in the
factory. This had a big el-
fect 1n all subseguent
disputes.”

Management’s target
in sacking Tony is precise-
ly to undermine this union
organisation. This came
out clearly at the appeal

hearing after the con-
Venor's dizmissal on
Thursday 30 September.
Managment proposed that
he give up all umion
credentials in exchange for
the offer of a job in & dil-
ferent section. Thus their
concern. was not to. deal
with an alleged ‘clocking
offence’ but 1o remove an
effective union convenor.

The dispute is now go-
ing through the final stages
of procedure with an ex-
ternal conference between
union  officials and
management on Thursday
7 October. The Cairo Mill
shop steward have laid the
basis for a3 determined
responsge if the manage-
ment . decide to  carry
through their attack and
this could be extended to
the entire Ferranti group
nationally,
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‘Jobs not Bomhs’

march hits Lahour

WHEN 200 tired youth spilled out onto the
Blackpool sands to enthusiastic applause from
holidaymakers who lined the streets and from
5,000 stron' Labour CND demo which greeted
us, our work was not quite over. Our aim was
to take our message to Labour's conference

and leadership.
A delegation im-
mediately set off to the Im-

perial Hotel where
Labour's NEC adjourned
(o greet us, We handed

them a petition calling for

@ artwao thirds majority ar
conference to make
unilateral disarmament
part of the Labour Party
manifesto al  the next
general election.

@ for the Labour Party
leadership and TUC fo
mobilise their members in
1983 with demonsirations
and industrial action to
stop cruise missiles being
sited,

@& for the NEC 1o reject
any  attempt (o remove
from the Labour Party the
people.  who  support
CMND's policies.

19 NEC members sign-
ed this statement and we
lobbied confercnce
delegates with it on Mon-
day morning.

Somehow the NEC

members like Nell Kin-

nock, who signed the

statement but supported
the witch-hunt, didn’l
seem (o see the contradic-
tion in their actions, So we
issued a press statement
pointing it out; we are one
hundred per cent against
the witch-hunt, which will
rapidly lead 1o expulsions
of unilateralists unless it is
stopped.

_ Joan Lestor paid
tribute 1o the marchers,
from the platform, during
her introduction to the
debate on nuclear disar-
mament on Wednesday. It
wias a huge beost for us
when our first demand
hecame a reality:
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment received a five Lo two
majority.

Yet the problems in
turning this vote into ac-
tion soon became clear:
Rov Hatlersley was on
television the same night
explaining that even
though conference had
reached a two thirds ma-
jority, the NEC was not
obliped o put
unilateralism in the
manifesto — just to think

conference

about 1!

Throughout then next
day delegates were coming
forward to the rostrum to
demand that the NEC
repudiate thiz sratement
and that the leadership
give a clear commitment Lo
put unilateralism in the
manifesto.

We think the best way
to- ensure there i5 a
manifesto commitment —
and 1o make sure Labour
carries it out — is by mass
action, and that's why we
marched from Manchester
to Blackpool.

But the Labour Pariy
won't be throwing its

Coal industry under attack

By Andy Miller

MIMERS will be voting at the end of this month on
the Coal Board's 8 par cant offer. Tha ballot takes
place against the background of falling demand for
energy. including coal. Coal stocks are &t record
levels. The Cosl Board's annual accounts show s loss

of £428 million.

Minars in ‘'unproductive’ pits in South Wales and
Scotland were blamed for the losses. The Coal Board
are trying to persuede miners that if they accept fall-
ing living standards and the closura of pits, than
svarything will ba fina and dandy. They claim that
thara is na altarnative to their policies.

This is the lic that has 1o be
nailed in the build-up to the
pay hallot and the struggle
against pit closures and job
losses that Bes bevond.

Whal are the real reasons
for the coal board's losses?

While the press were quick
ta point the finger of blame at
the Sauth: Wales miners. But
they forgot to mention the
massive burden of intcrest
pAYMEnLs — AoWw funning at
E£3a] million or over £1,500
per working miner, MNor did
they poini out that while wage
costs increased by & per comt
per tonne, other aperating
costs increased by 4V per
cend. 30 while the miners are
being asked to tighten their
belts, the private supplicrs
continue o d-:r very-nicely-
thankyvou aut of the industry.

Behind  the scenes the
Formes: are contimuing Lo
tighten the screws, The Board
was only able to keep within
the harrowing limits et by the
government by increasing the
preportion of major nvest-
ment paid  For by secli-
[.mnung from 20 per cent to

r cent — an extra £103
.ITII| cn., Of course the Board

didn't actually have the
maney for this investment so
it was forced to go into the red
to pay for it.

A closer look at the figures
reveals 8 very different story
from the picture of -
ﬁ'nducme miners driving in-
dustry into the red which was
put-over in the Fleet St Press.

'Heads we win — tails you
lose® iz the attide of the
Board and the Taries to the
miners. Heads — they want
the miners to bear the burden
of the cost of massive pro-
gramme of investment in the
industry through lost jobs and
falling living-standards. Tail.«.
— that investment wnn e
used- to the bepefil of the
miners through the introduc-
tion of 'g shorter working
week and retirement at 55. In-
stead it will become another
threal (o muders' "~ jobs.
‘Technological  unemploy-
ment’ is what Ceal Board
bosz MNarman Siddall calle it.

The  biggest threat 1o
miners’ jobs comes from the
policies of the Tory govern-
ment. The Tories® hatchet-
man MacCregor — boss of

British Steel — iz about 10
launch another jobhs massacre
in the steel ndustry. That will
mean even more miners’ jobs
under the axe.

Over the next 18 months,
six new power stations will
come into operation, three oil
and, three nuclear powered.
They will be able to produce
20 per cent of the Electricity
Board's peak cvapacity and
rcﬁr]au:l: coal powered stations.

Tories are pushing for a

big expansion of nuclear
power, this 15 despile the fact
that coal is 30 per cent cheaper
than oil and an cstimated 40
per cent cheaper than nuclear
POWEr.
_ If the Tories gel their way
it will mean g programme of
pit closure on & scale not seen
since the &0s.

Accepting low  pay in-
creases, allowing jobs to be

lost will not siave-off this
threat. It is a recipe for
dizaster,

There i an alternative to
going  like lambs to the
slaughter. Industrial action (o
prevent mit closures and Lo
restore lost jobs, Early retire-
ment on full pay, and a four-
day week without lass of pay.
Fighting for united action wil
rail and steeiworkers in the
fight to defend. jobs,  and
united action by the whole
labour and trade union move-
ment in defence of the na-
tionalised industiries. These
are the policics which can
siem the tide of the Tary at-
tacks.

By Martin Marriot, youth marcher and
sacretary, Prestwich YS

wedght behind mass action
if the right wing succeed in
their demand for a witch-
hunt: by Thursday they
were calling for the expul-
sion of the Young
Socialists, who together
with YCND sponzsored our
march.

We pointed this out at
the [ringe meetings. One
vouth marcher rold a New
Socialist meeting on Tues-
day night that supporting
CMD was incompatible
with expulsions, and no
way to inspire youth
and [ got a warm response
from Thursday evenings

Parties agamnst the witch-
hunt' when I told them:

‘This witch-hunt is an
attack on the policy of
unilateralism which con-
ference  voled for =o

‘decisively. And the further

we ler it go, the further
everything we've fought
for will be lost. That's why
the marchers are with you
against the witch-hunt.
Bur please remember that
action to defend youth,
and action to defend a
unilateralist policy, are the
best ways to fight the
witch-hunt, 1 for one will
be at the Hackdey con-

fringe meeting of *Labour

ference on 30 October.”

Secret FO telegrams
reveal...

Britain blocks
aid to Nicaragua

THIS WEEK'S City Limits publishes a
series of confidential Foreign Office
telegrams, which accidently ended up in
that magazines letter box. Already the
Forsign Office us taking legal action to
prevent publication of any more of these
highly revealing and entertaining
documents.

The telagrams and telxes cover a wide
range of questions. Among the more con-
troversial howsavar is tha ravaiation that Bri-
tain is the only country in the EEC objecting to
giving aid to Nicaragus from the community.

According to ‘Brief no 3' for the recant
EEC Council of Ministars maating Britain ‘is
not prepared to accept any expenditure on
agld for Central America outside existing
budgetary proposals’.

According to the bried Nicaragua iz 'spen-
ding its resources on military bulld up rather
than developmant. Moreover, the
MNicaraguan regime is becoming increasingly
repressive and Sovist and Cuben influanca
there is growing’.

It is natural that the Thatchar government
should line up with the United States on this
and refuse British aid. But it is an ebsolute
scandal that Britain should be instrumentsl in
halting aid to that country from the EEC.

Labour should raise this in parliament and
demand that Britain withdraw its objection.
Furthar the PLP should demand that British
gid be zent to halp re-construct Nicaragua's
economy.

ABOUT 40 DELEGATES of the EI

Salvador Solidarity Committes
{(ELSSOC) from all over the country met
on Sunday September 286, for their
Quarterly MNational Conference. The
questions discussed and the contribu-
tions showed a very deep motivation
and a high political level amongst all par-
ticipants.

Through the repaorts of all local com-
mittees, the experiences were shared
and the difficulties analysed. Everyone
acknowledged the appaling lack of in-
formation in the media on events in Cen-
tral America at a time when the whole
region if reaching a boiling point with an
extremely preoccupying US interven-
tion.

MNational and intarnational events have a
crucial impact on the running of the solidarity
work. The Malvinas’ war first, the Middle
East now overshadowing the dramatic reality
in Central Amarica and in El Salvador.

The Reagan administration is steppiing up
a gigantic offensive against all revolutionary
movements in the region by creating a
military alliance batwean tha Henduran,
Salvadoresan and Guatamalan juntas, and a
political alliance through the ‘Central
America Democratic Community’ which has
been launched by the State Departmant for
ite countarinsurgency plans.

The US Administration is trying to stop the
tide in El Salvador and Guatemala, invelving
Costa Rica and above all Honduras in military
actions and air raides against Nicaragua, put-
ting pressure on Panama to enter the political
alliance and on Mexico to renounce its sup-
port for a negotiated settloment in El
Salvador. They heavily rely on lsraal, =inca
1973 almost the sola supplier of arms to Latin
and Cantral America. Israeli military ‘ad-
visors’ have been seen on the battle fislds.

The ELSS0C Confarence felt that because
of the "silent invasion® (as Daniel Ortega from
the Sandinista governmant called the US at-
tacks and manoeuvers] and the unbelievable
ingrease in repression everywhere in Central
Amaerica, international solidarity was mora
than ever needed.

How to ba an active part of the ‘World
Solidarity Front with the people of EI
Salvador’, how to cooparate with other
solidarity campaigns in Britain, how to build
an increasingly neaded Anti-Intervention
Front are going to be the main topics of the
naxt ELSSQC Conference, the AGM in
January.

To develop solidarity in Britain, ELSS0OC
Trade-Union Commission decided to
organisa a major event for 1983: the Labour
Mavement Conference. This national con-
forence will gathar an estimated 250
delegates from trade-union and Labour Party
bodias. Alrsady backed by some of the big-
gast unions, this day of information and ac-
tive participation opens tramandous oppor-
tuniies for the whols campaign. Provisional
date has been arrangad for 14 May, in Man-
chester.

All ELSS0C delegates greeted tha an-
nouncement and are starting to prepara for
this national mobilisation. In the meantime.
the local committess will continue thair
educational campaigns, raise funds for the
FMLN/FDR and intervene inside the anti-
nuclear and anti-imperialist mass movement
which fights the same snemies. Give your
support!

If you want to get involved or receive in-
formation, phone 07 359 270 or writa to 29 Isl-
ington Park Strest, Lendon N1. Thay will put
you in contact with tha nsarest local commit-
tee

oIS 2 LT T
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i By Martin Metsyard
%% WE ALL know how opposed
% Michasl Foot is to tightly knit
> groups within the Labour
Party. But Foot tha party
leader has conveniently

i forgotten what Foot the

: biographer wrote in 1962

% about the rise of his mentor
Bt Nye Bevan (Ansurin Bavan,
Vol. 1: 1897-1845),

Bevan's home town, Tredegar,
== was run by the local mining com-
i pany. No real challenge came from
% the Labour Party. So Bevan and

- some friends started something call-
ed the Query Club in the winter of
192122,

!

T
4
O

‘:::‘.' Foot notes that, ‘Membershi

=n was open only to those who ha

= been strictly vetted', Thar alone

=% would have kept them off today's

= register. But there’s worse to come,
i VI we go 1o meetings and we
77 know what we want, we'll get our
i way", he (Bevan) urged. Secret signs

S

e
o

i Were arr s that tactics coul
= be ch and one Query Club

: when a resolution should be moved

%% or a barren argument adjourned.

% Soon their elders were cor:j)]aiuing

% of these youths who pushed and

talked and argued to such purpose
at every commitiee meeting.’

Secret signs, indeed. Even Mili-
lmt'havc néver been accused of
that!

The Query Club — ‘enlarged to
: Some twently members on the same
; sirict selective basis enforced from
. the start” — didn't confine itself 1o
the Labour P but also carried
: what Foot calls its ‘purposive in-
filtrations’ into the Trades Council
» and miners’ lodge meetings.

‘Its existence was not secref,

: although many of its particular ob-
jectives miggltsbe. ““The peaple sit-

: ting in the best pews", as they

" described the older Labour leaders,

. were often outraged by the pressures
of the youthful activists. Bul it never
occurred or scemed possible to the

: older men and women 1o outlaw

them and forbid their manoeuvres,*

One reason why it never seemed
possible was because, as Foot points
== out, Bevan's ‘base remained the
== ubion'. Which leads us.on lo
another interesting little episode.

How was it thar Bevan came (o
enter the House of Commons in
19297 Yes, vou've gucssed — he
ousted the sitting MP in & reselec-
tion process! Worse still, it didn'r
even come about through the local
Parl:-' machinery — Bevan was simp-

y imposed on the Ebbw Vale party
by the miners. It makes Barnsley

NUM seem most restrained.

Mot that it was at afl
- undemocratic. The sitting MP, Evan
& Davies, was the nominer of the
South Wales Miners Federation; and
under pressure thev agreed (o ballot
the mincrs to see if his nomination
should be renewed. The result was &
triumph for Bevan — and for
workers demoeracy. The nomination
was his on the third ballor with
3,087 votes against 4,336 for the
other two remaining candidates.

I it was good enough for the
young Bevan — and his biographer
— it should be good enough for us,
But then “sitting in the best pews’

i gives one a different outlook on life.

= As Foot will no doubt explais

ﬁ:} member could indicate to another
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THE LABOUR PARTY con-
ference we attended in
Blackpool was not the Labour
Party confersnce you resd
about in the press. The
delegate who seconded ths
vote of thanks summed it up.
‘I attended one conference:
then | read about another
one’,

The press reported a conference in
which Michael Foot came out as
Labour’s true leader, The Conference
delegates went to was the one at which
he lost any shred of credibility he re-
tained with the left, and surrendered
il_i;nh.self finally and irrevocably to the
right.

The press reported a conference
which threw Labour's election
chances to the winds by voting for
unilateral disarmament only to be
rescued by Roy Hattersley rushing to
the television cameras and explaining
that the NEC could ignore what con-
ference had decided.

Delegates attended a conference
in which Labour adopted the most
popular election policy going in Bri-
tain today. It commilted Labour to a
gigantic mobilisation of the unions,
the party and CND to stop Cruise in
"83. The left in particular are deter-
mined to impose this commitment on
their leaders come Hattersley ar high
Water.

The press reported the quict and
efficient removal of the Mifitanr,
Delegates sat aghast as their leaders
launched a purge capable of destroy-
ing the party. The delegates in their
majority then derermined to get their
upions and Labouwr o resist this
wilch=hunt.

The press reported a recalcitrant
constituency Ieft being brought into
line with ‘reality’ by kindly trade
UliON COmMmon  sense. Delegates,
from CLP: and unions alike, saw
conference. fixed by a handful of
block-vote mongers: and left with the
intention of raking the campaign for
democracy to the union rank and file,

What really happened? The pro-
gress. of conference can only be
understood in the cantext of the crisis
through which the TUC and Lahour
lcaders are passing.

The contradiction which ran right
through the proceedings was this: on
the one hand, all factors combined 1o
force the bureaucracy to put up a bar-
tle apainst Thatcher and Tharcherism:
ver on the other, they were scared st
of arriving in office committed Lo the
policies which they Anew were needad
lo. defear  Thatcher.. They had.

af.ls not Bombs Marchers hit Blackpool

therefore, only one choice: to take
away, on the field of political power
in the party, what they surrendered on
the field of Party policy.

They gave in on unilateralism —
and elected an NEC with a near-
majorily against it. They delivered
demagogic speeches in support of the
health workers — and threw out the
only motion committing Labour to
action which could help win their
fight.

They voted for women's rights —
and rejected every motion seeking an
increase in women’s political power in
the Party. Most important of all, they
launched a divisive and destructive
wilch-hunt against those in the Party
who championed the very policies
they voted for.

And the left fought back. Slowly,
inch by inch and day by day, they
recovered from the disorientation
fostered by Tony Benn'’s support for
Michael Foot, by the failure of the
majority of the Campaign for Labour
Party Democracy to organise
resistance to the witch-hunt, and by
their own hopes of guick success by
clectoral means alone,

By the cnd of the conference the
basis for resistance had emerged. Two
hundred and fifty delegates on Thurs-
day evening — the one normally
reserved for drinking and saying
goodbyes — came to the fringe
meeting called by ‘Labour Parties
against the witch-hunt’, They heard
Phil Helt of the POEU, Ray Hill of
the ISTC, Martin Flannery MP, Ernie
Roberts MP, Joan Maynard MP, and
Jeremy Corbya, a parliamentary can-
didate, support a fight back against
the régister,

How did the fight develop?

Sunday

Several hundred delegates turned
up to the Campaign for Labour Party
Democracy meeting, many dispirited
and uncertain — perhaps encouraged
by the enthusiastic “Jobs not Bombs'
youth contingent at the morning's
2.000-s5trong OND demo. At this
meeting two lines were put forward
for dealing with the witch-hunt, From
the CLPD platform came a reconi-
mepdation to fight for a ‘fallback’
resolution on the register calling for a
year's  postponement and for 2
‘democratic’ register with  milder
restrictions, and controlled by con-
ference instead of the NEC.

But from the floor came a-clearer
alternative. As John Gardiner of

Luoton East, and a member of the
CLPD executive explained. whatever
the outcome of the discussion on the
fallback amendment, delegates had 1o
begin now 1o prepare to resist expul-
sions, and they had ro take the issue to
the rank and file of the unions to eall
their executives to account for their
support of the register.

Bridget Elton of Hackney North
Labour Party then explained that fif-
teen Constituency Labour Parties had
organised a conference against the
witch-hunt and urged delegates 1o
build for Thursday night's fringe
meeting. A caucus of all those in-
terested in preparing the mecting had
been called that night: over rwenty
delegates and visitors attended. in-
cluding a handful of trade uniomists,
to begin the week-long struggle for
sponsorship and suppaort,

Monday

Monday soon showed how impor-
tant this initiative was to  be.
Delegates got their first inkling that
the right wing were nor 10 have it all
their own way when an EINETHETICY

- resolution, insistine on @ dehate

around CLPD's fallback amend-
ments, was passed on a3 show of
hands. ‘I"m sorry, but T didn't hear
any call for a card vote,? JTudith Han
calmly assured furious bureaucrais, It
was a symbolic reversal.

CLPD’s hopes for a reversal were
soon  dashed when  the  fullback
amendments fell that afternoon by 2
rgjority larger than the main com
posite against the register. But the
maood of conference was alrcady
changing. Moving the NEC's post-
tion, Jim Mortimer assured can-
ference that oniy Militanr’s inner cir-
cle would go and that the register was
not a political witeh-hunt,

But his amack on. Miliranr wag
consciously political, and delegates
were shocked to the core-by the ran-
ting speeches from Roy Grantham of
APEX and John Spellar of the EET-
PU. Both called for the expulsion of
Militans’s ‘paid sellers” and argued
the case on clear political grounds.

Michael Foot’s summary cut little
ice when he repeated Mortimer's
assurances and claimed thar Mifirans
were under atlack, not for their views
but for breach of Clause I, “What
about Clause IV?', Ray Apps asked
delegates ro thunderous applause.

But it was a speech from Martin
Flannety MP that Brought delegatcs

to their feet inoan ovation Lwice as
large and long as Michael Foor's,
“T'his is the first step in an attack on
all the policies we have won in the last
three years,” he said. ‘It was not the
Militant that last us the last clection
but the Cabinet.’

Monday and Tuesday were both
days of preparations, set against the
background of the electrifying debate
on the health service, Plaving o the
group of uniformed health workers in
the gallery, even COHSE’s Alber(
Spanswick promised what sounded
like ‘near-insurrection against That-
cher. The main resolutions on health
were resoundingly passed but the most
militant  and  intransigent composite,
number 32, was defeated on the
NEC's recommendation. Did the
NEC really want a socialist alter-
native? Apparently not.

The feelings to which Martin Flan-
nery had given voice came out at the
eight-hundred sirong Labowr Herald
meeting that same night. Not only did
Livingstone and Maynard call for a
rejection of the witch-hunr, but Ar-
thur Scargill. NUM and John Aitken
of the EETPL Broad Left, called for
all out struggle against the Tory
BOVErTimMent,




Lahour’s conference
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All day sponsorship forms for the
tch-hunt ~confersnce had  been
thering support, beginning with
an Sapper of the ACTT whao had
wved the opposition to the register.
i real meaning of this battle came
me when the NEC results showed a
@ar right wing majority with Joan
gynard and Eric Clarke off,

Moreover delegates were prepar-
g for other pohey victories. They
fre lobbving for a two-thirds ma-
rity for unilateralism. They were
;hting. for Dundee East’s excellent
solution on the Middle East calling
r Palestimian  self-determination,
id for a debate on emergency resolu-
ms on the same theme. They were
thting for composite 17 against
astic bullets to be taken to the con-
rence floor on Thursday.

The mood of intense discussion
s reflected in the high attendance at
New Socialist panel meeting on the
anifesto and a further meeting, at
Ipm, to which several hundred came

e Labour Solidarity meeting

to hear Tony Benn, Jeremy Bray,
Michael Meacher, Alan Freeman and
Giles Radice debate the future of
democracv. Radice echoed a theme
taken up by Foot in his second con-
ference speech, in which he tried to
claim inheritance of the socialist
governments of Sweden, Austria and
Greece,

But as Alan Freeman pointed out,
there was no mention of Germany
where Social Democracy had been in
office for many years — as part of a
coalition which was now set to ditch
it. Could it be that. Hadice and his
{riends were preparing a coalition in
Britain? How tempting it would be,
just to keep Thatcher out! And how
templing it would be for a group of
right wing MPs to walk over to the
SDP benches 1o stop unilateralism be-
ing implemented!

_ We want the left to organise now,
said Freeman, becawse this time we
don't want a repetition of 1931. We
don’t want a decade of unemploy-
ment, war, and Labour defeat. We
wanl to win — and those who do not
want to win should be made to step
aside.

Wednesday

It was on Wednesday thar the
hombshells started to go off. Con-
ference  exploded  with joy as
unilateralism got ils two-thirds ma-
jorily — and within hours Hattersley
was explaiming to the media that the
MEC could not be bound by this deci-
sion. Conference erupted with anger
a5 the umion block vote was used to
crush resohutions calling for women
to have more representation in the
party.

b Ar this point a differentiation in
delegates’ reactions surfaced. Some
blamed the unions as a whole and
echoed calls for an énd to the hlock
vore. But another, more dominant
view came over: this said we should
democrarise the block wvote, We
should zo into the unions.and fight.

This latter sentiment came Lo 2
head with the extraordinary scenes
surrpunding the WEC election. In
front of cameras and delegates alike,
first Clive Jenkins and then Arthur
Scargill came to the rostrum to pro-
test the result. Wage it just a counting
error? As one of the scrutineers told
us, it was rather hard to find out since
the count was organised by the full-
time officers! But then it came out:

the
fightback °

Weighell had broken both his man-
date and his promise to the NUM by
casting his vote for the rightwinger
Tom Breakell, depriving the miners of
& seal on the NEC for the first time in
YCHrS.

With these revelations a suspicion
became a certainty. The ncw NMEC
was not Michael Foot's but Healey's,
with a 16-13 majority. What on earth
did this have to do with the policies
conference was passing? Delegates
made their opinions clear at Tribune s
rally. Kinnock got a magnificent stan-
ding ovation — from one person,

And he was unfortunate enough
to precede one Dennis Skinner in the
speaking order. Skinmer is a plain
man. And in the most popular speech
of conference, he ripped Kinnock Lo
pieces in a sustained masterpicee of
sarcasm, Kinnock has a reputation
for the funny speeches at Tribune
rallies — but Skinner would have held
his own in competition with any
stand-up comedian in Britain. The
audience loved it.

Yet he finished on a deadly serious
note. *What iz the backdrop to all
this?' he said. ‘Well, there's a big
struggle ahead. Twenty-six countries
are rescheduling their debis, Half our
banks have debts to developing coun-
tries equal to twice their assets. I'll tell
vou why | wanl to nationalise the
banks: I wanl Lo save them — for us!”

‘There’s £636 billion there,” he
went on, ‘and our bankers are raking
it in at 26 per cent on these in-
vestments while the cconomy 15 ravag-
ed. And can anybody wonder? Why

put money in industry at five per cent
when you can get ten to twelve per
cent from the building societies?

“The industrial economy is being
flattened,” he told a now silent an-
dience, ‘and we haven't even got the
guts 10 pass a resolution so that
workers can take over the financial in-
stitutions.’

Skinner's forthright speech, his
call for a fight, ‘all the way down the
road and on the left hand side’ and his
endarsement of class struggle (‘let’s
organise the extraparliamentary ac-
tion that will refresh the parts the Par-
ty fails to reach’) got tremendous sup-
poTt.

This was in sad contrast to the
lukewarm and puzzled reception
given Tony Benn in the closing
speech, where he called for “unity
around the present policies, the pre-
sent membership — and the present
leadership’. It was the first time in a
few years we actually saw the benches
emptying as Benn spoke.

Thursday

But the stage had been set. On
Thursday delegate after delegate rose
to challenge the NEC to declare it
would put unilateralism in the
manifesto. Ray Hill, an. unemploved
steel worker, traumatised the trade
union leaders with a vitriolic attack
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| mesting  against

on Bill Sirs’ leadership of the steel
strike. Composite 17 opposing the use
of plastic bullets was debated — and
passed. Sunday's anger had turned Lo
determination.

Only one person could deflect
such a mood: and he did. Looking as
uncomfortable as could be expected,
Tony Benn called for endorsement of
the Liaison Commitlee report on
economic strategy with the scarcely-
credible claim that it *did not con-
stilute an endorsement of incomes
policy’. Thus Michael Foot will be left
free to ‘negotiate with the unions’ —
and we know what he negotiated with
the unions in 1976. To set the seal on
the confusion Benn explained, in a
remark that was clearly intended for
the media and was eagerly seized by
them, that he would work
‘wholcheartedly and unreservedly for
a Labour government under Michael
Foot'. It was not what delegates
wanted to hear. They wanted leader-
ship in the fight against Healey, Hat-
tersley and Weighell — and they

.| didn't get it.

But the momentum of epposition

=% to the witch-hunt and to burcaucratic
fixing was not going to be stopped.

That night's packed fringe
the witch-hunt,
thrown together as it was even as con-
ference unfolded, marked an impor-
tant, faltering, first step: a step
towards an organised resistance, a
step towards organised offensive: a
step  towards imposing labour’s
policies on a Labour government.

Old acquaintance: Bann, Maynard, Foot. Who will stand up to the right w:h
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MORE WOMEN than
ever before came to
this year's Labour
Party conference.
And the Labour Par-
ty has turned its
eyes more than ever
before 1o the issue
of women's rights.

Conference
debated women
twice: once on
policy and once on
organisation in the
Party.

Lﬂbuur supported
women's right to a
job and to abortions.
It opposed sexual
harassment at work
and backed positive
discrimination. Yet
not one of the pro-
posals for positive
discrimination inside
the party was pass-
ed, because of NEC
opposition,

It i= difficult to
convey the strangth
of feeling against
the bureaucracy to
which this gave rise.
It symbolised the
cynicism of a leader-
ship which was will-
ing to endorse fine
phrasses and then
usa witch-hunts,
manoeuvres and
sabotage with the
block vota to avoid
any prospect of im-
plementing their
policies. When the
delegate from
Dewsbury called on
delegates to "return
to their unions” and
fight the ‘mister fix-
ars’ who carried this
through, he summed
up this gut reaction.

Labour Party
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Labour women —
eyes on the ranks!

What Labour
Women wanted

ALL RESOLUTIONS on women's rights were
passed. But the NEC successfully opposed ali
resolutions calling for a change in the Labour
Party's own practice in relation to women. The

main demands were:

* For the Labour Party women's conference to
have the right to put five resolutions, as of
right, on the agenda of Party conference.

* For the NEC members in the women's sec-
tion to be elected from the women's con-
ference instead, as at present, by a vote from

the whole party.

* For the Women’'s Executive Committee to
be slected from the women’'s conference.

* For the short list of prospective pariiamen-
tary candidates in sach constituency to include

at least one wamen,
nominated.

* For positiva discrimination

if a woman has beean

in favour of

women in party appointments, and in par-
ticular for women's organisers to be women.

Right-wing
dominated trade
union delegations
struck back by kick-
ing left-winger Joan
Maynard off the
NEC and ensuring
that the Women's
saction of the NEC
was solidly in sup-
port of the status
quo. As one male
delegate from
Dewsbury put it, the
‘Mr Fixers' in the
trade union
bureaucracy sat on
women who wanted
change.

Why did this hap-
pen? It was glaringly
obvious that the
union delegatations
were male

dominated. But it is
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far too simplistic to
portray the defeat of
the women's con-
ference proposals
simply as a male
conspiracy or even
as a trade union/CLP
split. Women in the
trade unions — in-
cluding ‘left-wingers’
like Barbara Switzer
from AUEW/TASS

— had voiced their
opposition to these
raforms.

To win real
positive action in the
unions and the
Labour Party it's
necessary for
women in the
Labour Party and the
unions to put their
thinking caps on. A
dialogue must take

place between
women active in the
Labour Party and
those active in the
unions along the
following lines:

@ Women's eyes
should be on the
ranks, not the
leaders. The battles
of ordinary women
over thier jobs and
pay in the NHS,
struggles against
school and nursery
closures, abortion
attacks, social
security attacks are
the sourcef or
women's strangth
and ability to
transform the mass
organisations.

@ Pushing forward
policy changes to
force the next labour
government to ac-
tually implement
positive action and
free abortion on de-
mand legislation is
the key for women's
struggle to be con-
solidated.

® Looking anaw at
the constitutional
changes. The ex-
isting proposals are
not sacrosanct.
More dialogue with
trade union women
might produce a
more radical pro-
posal on the struc-
ture of the women’'s
organisation — one
that would really
force the trade
unions to take the
Labour Party
womean's conference

anm mkfng a fmd a’n struggm musr ﬂfsa be brought mro .@adﬂﬂﬁm irr tha Lakour Perty and trede vnions
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seriously — and give
the ranks of women
more power — is to
get the trade unions
to elect their delega-
tion to LP women's
conference and give
them a block vote
according to the
number of women
members in their
union. This could
then mean that both
the policies discuss-
ed and the votes for
women's section of
the NEC would
potantially be
representative of
womean mambers of
the trade unions

The block vota
itself is not
undemocratic. It is a
guestion of how it is
used. Women active
in the labour move-
ment should make a
priority of attending
the CLPD Women's
Action Committee
conference 1o be
heid on 4 October
armed with ideas
that unite Labour
Party and trade
union women in ac-
tion to fight the
Torias and re-launch
the challenge to the
TU bureaucracy for
next year's con-
ference.

To win this battle
women in the ranks
of the party and the
unions need to join
together in a com-
mon cause. The bat-
tle will never be won
by a few women
entering the cor-
ridors of power.

Woman Deleates
speak out

JOAN TWELVES, from Vauxhall CLP, who
seconded one of the composites in the
organisation discussion, spoke to Socialist
Challenge about the discussion on women's

rights.

Why do you think
the NEC opposed the
rasolutions on
women's organisa-
tion?
T T F Ry

They feel threatened
by women's organisalions
in. _the Party. They
recogms:e wonmen Bre
aligning with the left —
that, for example,
women's conference op-
posed  the war in the
Falklands and called for
Britain to get out of
NATO.

It reflects the more
radical position of women
as a whole, because they
are under such heavy at-
tack.

Svyivia Jones,
from APEX, argued
against your resolu-
tion on the grounds
that she got to har
position on  her
merits. The implica-
tion was that special
measures in favour of
women, and women
organising togsther,
should not be sup-
ported.,

Women are forced to
organise because it is the
only way 1o combat male
domination.

Who deniez  that
women have merit? Then
why aren't they

represented in proportion
to their abilities? Why is
the hureaucracy
dominated by men? We
demand representation
that accords Lo our con-
tribution.

o o TR e S
Is thare a conflict

betwean the unions

and the CLPS on this

issua?

s e

The issue has been
discussed” more in the
CLPs. Until this year the

women's conference
didn't have trade union
delegations.

At the base of the
union: women confront
the same problems. And
Sylvia, Tor example, isina
big contradiction because
the unions SUppOr
pasitive discrimination
against the employers —
but not in the Labour Par-
v,

Every Labour Party
member 15 also 2 Trade
Umionist. We have (o take
the issues into the union
branches. We also have to
use campaigns, such asthe
Aborfion Campaign, o
reach —out o union
members. Then we can en-
sure there 15 a discussion in
affilizted umions,

[ e el T |

What do you think

of the proposal for &
block wvote at the

women's con-
feranca?
2 e AT i T S S

I support it. The union
delegates threw it into the
discussion. 1o iry and

deflect the argument [or
women's  conference Lo
have more say; but it
would force the unions to
discuss their policy women
and it would wake up rank
and file women to whart
male bureaucrats are do-
ing on their behalf.

And we're not just
talking about women's
issues, | would be very
happy if the unions had to
dicuss the resolmtion we
passed on the Falklands.

But we would have to
ask  who elected the
delegates. We don’t just
want  male  wheeler-
dealering in smoke-filled
rooms. Women in the
unions would have to
organise o enforce their
WIEWSE
e
T

We spoke to
CHRISTINE BUTTERY
of Birmingham
Ladywood. who moved
composite 40 propos-
ing election of NEC
woman's saction
delegates from
women's confarence.

IT°5 A QUESTION of
pelitical power In our move-
ment. o conlrals it — the
rank-and file or a couple of
Blokes with two million Bock
voles I their hands? If the
wornen'’s rorference chose
the NEC delegales you
wauldn 't have bean saddled
with Gwyneth  Dunwoodie.
judging by the heckling she
£,

We wam represeniarion
because we  wanr  power:
wetve - heen -pasing - resoly-
tions on wamen’s rghls for
vears,

Iwasa 't grfacking women
frade unionsts — T would ke
{0 se¢ more aciivicy from rank
and file women Irade
unionists in the Party. Tdon't
want a split between CLPs
and urions. f think there vsa
split berween the rank and file
ar g whole and the conrrallers
of the maovement.

In fact there's a problem
in rthe unions with some
warten who el a career in
them and think thal's equali-
Iy, My experience in USDA W
iy that the atiftude on the
shopfloor Is different.

I don't wanl 1o arftack
worrient who strugele n the
umons, It's the atfifude that
savs 'I've made it so-evervone
can ' that pels up my nose.

Can women in the
CLPs link up with those
in the union branches?

et just women! The pra-
Wleen wilh vhe Labour Party is
that iy teo orfented 1o porlia-
ment and: elgctions, We
sk spend muck more time
i the pecket fines, We'dlearn
afor more in siruggle tan in
soirie of these meerings.

Hut ai the same time if vou
WHE 10 intvalve the shopfioor
WEve Fof fo hove @ political
programime. Trade wilon s
showld - get fnvolved in the
Fariy because the unioms
aren’t political. parties — |
theary anyway!



TWO IMPORTANT breakthroughs for Irish

McAliskey

freadom were scored at conference. First.
composite 52 opposing the use of plastic
bullets was passed by an overwhelming ma-
jority, with a small group of bureaucrats —
notably Terry Duffy of the Engineering Union

Yet out of six who have
returned, the first five
refused to testify and in
the sixth case the cops
refused to- produce
evidence until the day of

The experiment of par-
tition has failed and must
be abandoned. What we
should he discussing is
how, within the
framework of a united

and Frank Chapple’s Electricians — voting
demonstratively against.

Second, the debate on Labour’s Irish
policy was given a huge boost whan Tribune,
recognising the strength of fesling on the
issue, gave a platform to Bernadette Devlin
McAliskey at its 2,000-strong fringe meating
on Wednesday night.

Socialist Challenge asked Bernadette, who

the trial, with the resull
that &0 lawyers have now
threatened to  withdraw

Ireland, the rights of
British citizens 1 Nor-
thern Ireland can be pro-

e e T S T T
‘People in West Belfast say ‘what
would happen without the IRA is what
happened to the Palestinians without
the PLO’

F

also spoks at a well-attended mesting
organised by the Labour Committee on
Ireland, what she thought the British Labour
movament's response to the demands of the

Irish people.

1"'VE BEENM 1o Labour
conference several times
pefore and it's obvious
there have been changes.
One change is that [reland
is being recognised as an
jzsue for the labour move-
ment. This is the first time
['ve been sponsored by a
part of the labour move-
ment — the Co-operative
Party — and this shows the
issue of Northern Ireland
is being seriously discuss-
ed.

It will launch a turther
cycle of frustration. Par-
ticipation  in  Morthern
Irish elections is normally
very high — 80 1o 90 per
cent, But this time [ have
never seen less enthusiasm.
People feel they are being
used in a game by Prior to
put a facade of normality
over what is going on. The
level of violence — and 1
mean state violence — 15
raised daily.

There is a deterioration

#
‘A United lreland by consent is like

abolishing Apartheid by consent. No-

one will consent to give up privilege’

Front bench opposi-
tion has hardened: and
that is why, thirteen years
after a gigantic upheaval in
wnat 15 supposed to be 4
part. wof = the United
Kingdom, we are still
fighting for a hearing.

Bul there is an obvious
move forward, particular-
Iy in rthe Constituencies.
There is 2 gut feeling that
the only realistic policy is 3
United Ireland.

The problem is that as
yet there has been no
realistic discussion of the
process by which the
working class will achieve
this age-old dream —
which, after all, we've
been after far 900 years.

Can you say what
the effect of the new
Assembly will be on
Morthern Irish people?

of any standard of justice
or fair play. For example
the police have, withoul
retribution, taken into
custody and ‘persuade’
them, by threat and in-
ducement — really by
threal — to turn Queen's
evidence.

They

remove  them

from the courts.

This is just one exam-
ple.
The facts are that o
‘protect the peace”
civilians lose their rights
and kids are shot up in the
streers with plastic bullets.

And this isn't driving
people away from the
Republicans. You see, on-
lv in West Belfast was the
murder of 1,700 Palest-
nians greeted without sur-
prise. With horror, ¥es:
but no surprise. People
say, simply, “What would
happen to the us withoul
the IRA is what happened
1o the Palestinians without
the PLO"

A “United Ireland hy
consent’ is no excuse, This
iz like saying abolish apar-
theid by consent. Mo-one
will consent to give up
privileges- Therefore the
labpur movement has 1o
understand that the border
jese iz the vital issue.

Mow, this 15 essential
because you muslt con-
vinge Catholics who now
think there is no difference
between the  British

#
"‘Don Concannon is seen in Ireland as
the man who offered vinegar at the

crucifixion’

from the community for
months — one man has
been under house arrest in
Guildford for a year with
two RUC men in the police
cadet barracks. A hundred
and seventy people have
spent twelve months in
custody on the evidence of
twelve people under this
kind of house arTest.

Labour and the British rul-
ing ¢lass. Al present, next
to Margaret Thatcher, the
most hated person in Mor-
thern Ireland is Don Con-
cannon. He is seen as the
man- who offered vinegar
o the crucifixion. He
came (o Bobby Sands'
deathbed to say he doesn’l
Upport him.

tected. Mow there’s a way
forward: the problem is,
you see, not that the Pro-
testants are frightened of
reactionary legislation in
the South. They fear, like
the white Rhodesians, that
they will get the same
treatment they are now
handing out to the na-
tionalist population.

Can you tell us
how the anti-
imperialist move-
ment is dealing with
the elections?

There has been some
disagreement. 1 take a
minority wvicw: [ think
there should have been a
united anti-imperialist
boyeott. 1 think this would
have made il easier 10 win
the confidence of the mass
movement, even though
the SDLP is standing.

Sinn Fein has changed
its views on clections and it
i5 pow standing In many
seats. But I think they've
only learned half their
lessan: they now think you
should stand in all elec-
tions, whereas 1 believe we
should judge each election
tactically.

Sinn Fein are standing,
but only in key areas, The
independents are sticking
with a boycott. And the
SDLP reap the benefit.

I say, however, that we
should now, and can now
begin preparing for a
united boyeott affer the
election, by Sinn Fein,
People's Democracy, and
the Independents — and
demand the SDLP hold
good to ils promise, so
that we can stop this
Assembly working.

BAN
PLASTIC
BULLETS,

All badges

avallabla from Troops
Out Movamant PO Box
353 London NW5 4NH
at Zp plus s.4.6. Dis-
count of 25 per cent on
grders of 20 or more.

Conference passed

PLASTIC BULLETS

This Conference noting:

(a) that plastic and rubber bullets have killed 14 people in
Northern Ireland, 7 of them aged 15 or under;

() that since July 1981 plastic bullets have been made available
in their thousands to police forces throughout Britain;

{c) the European Parliament resolutions of May 1982 calling on
member states to ban the use of plastic bullets against
civilians: :

(i) condemns the Government for refusing to implement a
ban on plastic bullets,

(i) instructs the National Executive Committee, the
Parliamentary Labour Party and our Parliamentary
spokespersons on Nothern Ireland to campaign for the
withdrawal of plastic bullets from the Royal Ulster Con-
stabulary and army in Northern Ireland and from the
police in Britain:

(i} calls on the next Labour Government to ban the use and
production of plastic bullets (or any other baton round)
throughout Britain and Northern Ireland.

Moved b'z
DEFPTFORD C.L.P.

Seconded by
SHEFFIELD PARK C.LF.

Conference rejected

This Conference notes that the continuing war in MNorthern
Ireland is the inevitable result of the economic domination of Ireland
by British rulers and its occupation by British armies, and that:

(a) the Northern lreland state is inherently repressive and
structurally incapable of democratic reform.

(b} the division of the Irish people can only be overcome by the
removal of the British interests that have created and main-
tained that division, and by the end of Partition.

(c) British workers have nothing to gain from the continued
occupation of Ireland and that indeed, repressive ‘securty’
legislation such as the use of the Diplock courts, the Emer-
gency Powers Act and the Prevention of Terrorism Act and
the use of plastic and rubber bullets introduced in Northern
Ireland will increasingly be used in Britain.

Conferencs therefore supports the Irish people’s struggle for

self-det%rminatlon, and resolves that an incoming Labour govermn-
ment will:

(i) withdraw from Ireland, without conditions being imposed
by the Unionist minarity;
(i) implement a comprehensive Bill of Rights.

Conference resolves that this should be a major part of Labour's
electoral strategy, and a key priority for the next Labour Govern-
ment. Conference believes that the formulation of an alternative
policy must be informed by close co-operation and dialogue with
democratic sections of the Irish people—particularly the LAbour
and trade union movement and representative community grgani-
=ations which are also campaigning for the re-unification of Ireland.

Conference calls upon the National Executive Committee to
establish the closest possible links with such organisations in order
to facilitate debate in this country.

Moved by
HACKNEY NORTH AND STOKE NEWINGTON C.L.F.

Seconded by
NOTTINGHAM EAST C.L.P.
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Deportations:
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a victory, but more
to he won

A VICTORY has bean notched up against the Home
Office in its attempt to deport MNajat Chafes, a

22-year old Moroccan woman,

ajat has been told that she can now stay in Bri-

tain on compassionate grounds.

Majat left her husband
because of hiz persistent
cruelty, but when he was
deported by the Home Of-
fice they said she also had
to go. The fact that she
had a British born son,
and had built her own in-
dependent life here seemed
of no concern to the civil
service bureaucrats.. They
simply assumed ll&al sl:u;
wis just an appendage o
her husband.

A big campaign called
the ‘Friends of Najat
Chafee’ was organized and
eventually as a result of its
activities the Home Office

to call off  her
threatened deportation.

is is great news and
shows what can be done by
organised action. But
there are =till 3 lot more
like this to be won. In 1980
970 people were deporied
from Britain, an increase
of over 50 percent on the
579 deported in 1979
Then last week The Guar-
dign reported that 50 Gha-
nians who had arrived at
Heathrow Airport  on
three flights had all been
sent back. To carry out
this summary deportation,
immigration officers-.com-
mandeered 50 scais on a
regular flight to Ghana,
and ejected the passengers
who had booked these
seats,

Fortunately the
resistance to the growing
deportations has begun to
build up recently. In Brad-
ford a joint committes
against deportations has
been set up to oppose 18
threarened deportations in
the city.

One  case  CONCETNS
Repgi Yates. Although his
wife Felicia is British, this
does not gualify him to
stay in Britain. The state is
using the fact that Felicia
was not born in Britain to
deny him permission. This
rile denies many black
women the right to marry
non-British men and stay
in Britain.

Whilst the rule alleged-
ly concerns all people ir-
respective of the colour of
their skin, it is essentially
aimed ar blacks who are
far more likely to have
been born abroad than
whites.

Activists

Anti-deportation cam-
palgns now ¢xast in most.of
the big centres like Leeds,
Manchester and Birm-
ingham. But there remains
an urgent need to unite all
these individual cam-
paigns into one maEssive
campaign agamnst the Im-
migration Laws. The
Bradford Joint Committee
his suggested that such a
campaign  could  unite
behind the demand for an
immediate amnesty for all
:lir:gai mmngram:. -

= This is an excellent su-:r-
gestion. It places a im-
mediate,. and acheivable
demand on the govern-
ment and we should de-
mand that the Labour Par-
v pledges itself to carry
out such an amnesty on the
day it takes office,

A demand such as this
would draw new forces in-
to the fight against the im-

Scottish Labour Backs

Polish Demo

THE SCOTTISH Executive Committee of
the Labour Party is to back a damonstra-

tion in

Glasgow o©on Saturday 11

December to mark the anniversary of
martial law in Poland.

_ Its chairperson, Jim McCafferty of the Na-
tional Union of Mineworkers, will also speak

at the final rally.

Anothar speaker will ba a member of
Solidarnosc. The conference of the Scottish
Council of the Labour Party last March com-
mitted the perly to organising a tour for a
Solidarnosc membar, and it is expacted that
this will now take place immadiately before
the Glasgow demonstration.

__Support for the march and rally is alsc an-
ticipated from the Scottish TUC, though this
has still to ba confirmead.

Tha demaonstration is being organised by
the Glasgow Polish Solidarity Committee,
which sarlier this year coordinated several

workplace tours for

exiled Solidarnosc

membars. Further details of this and other ac-
tivitias can ba obtained from its secretary:

Gordon Maorgan,

59 Durward Avenus,

Glasgow G41 (tel. 041-849 8958),
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migration laws as it could
be placed in the context of
a campaign for the repeal
of all immigration laws.
laws.

A step in the direction
of uniting the campaigns is
being made by the calling
of a conference by the
Campaign Against Racist
Laws (CARL) on 23 QOc-
tober, CARL is a broadly
hased organisation which
brings  together many
black and lahour move-
ment bodies. 1t includes in
its ranks the Indian
Workers Association and
last vear it called a 10,000

strong demonstralion
against the Nationality
Biil.

_ The conference aims to
highlight four particular
points:

By Chris Guthrie

Black peopla take 10 this streels agm' racist violence and the police.

® Opposition to inter
nal paszport checks in
hospitals, education,
employment and hous-
ing.

® Ending the waiting
lists of dependents and
UK passport holders,

o E_ndIn?, the ban on
foreign husbands and
fiances.

@ Stopping all racist

deportations.

It will dizeuss cai]m; a
national  demonstration
next spring and will call on
local councils to declare
themselves agaimt
passporr checks and will
ask the trade unions Lo op-
pose and refuse to imple-
ment such checks.

CARL Conference
Saturday 23 October 10-5pm.
County Hall London

Details and delegates credentials from
CARL. 56 Edithna 5t
London SWS SJP

I hope thar Socialist
Challenge readers  will
make sure that they attend
the conference and that
they will get their trade
unions and labour parties
to send a delegarte.

Anh-rac:sm_
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THE HARASSMENT AND RACIAL ATTACKS on
the Asian children at Little Iiford School reached a
climax on Friday the 24 Saptember when 8 Asian
youths weare arrested in Darsingham Avenue, Manor

Perk.

One weaek 18 white youths armed with sticks. iron
bars, bottles, one with a knife, went into the school
playgreund and thraatenad an 11-yaar old Asian boy.
Fights developad, and this resultad in the arrest of 3

Asian youths.

On  Monday, 20
Seplember, an Asian boy
wis 50 badly beaten up at
morning playtime in the
plavground by white
vouths from a different
school that he had to he
taken (o hospital.

The Asian vouths then
heard that the white
youths would be lving in
wait for them outside the
school: .on  Friday, 24
Seprember,

Abour 15 Asian vouths
were  waiting ourside 1o
profect the school
children. This was effec-
tive and no white youlhs
turned  pp. The  Asian
vouths were afraid that the
white vouths would be Ty-
ing in wait somewhere near
the school. They went out
to cwrele the vicinity to en-
sure  protection  for the
children as the polive were
not present, although re-
quested by the school.
They were followed by
quite 3 lot -of sthool
children, curious to see if
anything more would hap-
pen.

Suddenly a car drew up
and 3 men got out and at-
tacked some of the Asians
while other Azians dizpers-
ed. The 3 white men had
weapons i their hands
and a fight develo

Almost immiegiately a
police dog van arrived and
suddenly the area was
1eeminp, with palice, abour
40 in all wrned up. The
Asian vouths were g]ad Lo
see’ the' police  arrive
because they wanted' the
attackers, whom  rhey
thought 1o be the white
youths, to be stopped. But
as the & vouths were ar-
rested it appeared  that
their attackers were plain
clothes policemen.

The Asian youths were
kicked, punched, and sub-
Jected o racial abuse, in
the police vans and in the
palice station, and one was
splapped and punched and
called a ‘fucking cheeky
bastard” in  the enquiry
room in the presence of the
other & vouths,

One Sikh youth with &
turban  was  particalarly
subjected to racial abuse,
All the vouths were told to
say that one of the older
yvourths was responsible for

hitting a policeman with
an fron bar and smashing a
police car window but the
youths refused.

After this the Asian
youths, accompanied by
their solicitor, informed
the police of the abuse.
The solicitor thréatened to
press charges against the
palice.  Although:  the
pulice sergeant reguested
the youths mot to pursue
charges -and - apologised,
the vouths rejected this.

All of the youths have
been charged with serious
offences ~ ranging from
threatening  behaviour w
actual bodily harm. Dm. I
still in hospital recovering
froam his injuries.

Youth

A meeting of the com-
munity on Sunday, 26
September 1982, atrended

by abous 150-200 peonle

Tepresenting & ohost. of
ethnic groups, and in the
presence of several coun-
cillors, expressed anger at
the treatment of the
vouths and the way in
which policing in Newham
is carricd out. It was decid-
ed o U-Fﬂd.[u‘ad. 8 defence
campaign on amajor level,
to write to the police and
the Home Secretary asking
forthe charges to bedrop-
ped and the mecting also
heard from a soliciior con-
nected with: the' Bradford
12 case: A committeeof 15
was elected by the meeting
1o help the Newham B in
their defence

This latest incident. i3
part of a wider scene in-
volving continual attacks
and racial harassment of
black people in MNewham.

The community is
resolved in its determina-
tion to defend the 8 yvouths
arrested, and a number of
activities are being plann-
ed to mobilise the com-
munity. A public meering
will -alsp be called. The
campaign also intends (o
organise: a picket of Lthe
Court hearing at  West
Ham Magistrates Court
(West Ham Lane, Strat-
ford), on 5 MNovember at
10am and is calling for the
widest possible support.

Police frame-up fails

ON TUESDAY 28
Saptambar, a major wvic-
tory was won by the
Precinct 8 Defence Cam-
paign. when Mohan Pipial
Charlia Stuart ware
found not guiirz at Laads
Magistrates ourt  of
‘threstening and abusive
behaviour likely to ceuse a
breach of the peace’.

Theay plaad ogmlnrtul
sacond charga posting
on public proparty’ and
wera fined £40 each plus £9
each compensation for
‘damage’ to a bus shalter,

Mohan Pipial and Charlie
Stuart were arrested on 17
August. They were putiing up
POSIErs ANNOURCINE # COMmINg
demonstration agamst police
harpssment when they were

E:pmach:d by two drunkards

o shouted racist abuse and
threats af them.

A policeman, PC Green-
wood (1313 Milgarth police
station) refused 1o arrest the
drunks. M Oxley, one of the

drunks, then  azsualted
Maohan Pipial who defended
himself, When PC Green-
wouod finally intervened and
restrained Oxley, Mohan and
Charlie went on their way but
were then themszelves purseed
and arrested, :

The = prosecution  mter-
rogated Mohan and Charlie
about their political beliefs
and their artitude towards the

lice, accused Mohan of
coking for a fight and acous-
ed Charlie of joining in,

Bitter

Inn his summing up the
defence . barrister, Henry
Blaxland, expozed the way in
which PC Greenwood left the
attacker, Oxley, in order to
pursite the victims of the af-
tack and showed that Mohan
and Charlie were detained for
over five hours while the
police invented a3 stronger
case against them, He sog-
gested  that an fact 8 was

Mohan and Charlie’s political
views which had brought
them to court and that the
police  had  pressed  more
seriows  charges because of
their political objection ta the
contents of the pasters.

In another serious attack
on the Tight to Eicken the
pelice forced picketers out-
gide the court to move on
under threat of arrest, cla-
ing that they were ‘cuusing an
obstruction®. The real reason
for this harassment was tha
the picketers were clearly
receiving too much support
and money [rom sympathetic
members of the public.

Three more cases agains:
the Precinct £ will be heard at
Feeds Magistrates Court on 4
and 5 October. The Precinct &
Defence Campuign 15 again
calling for maximum support
both ‘inzide and curcide the
court when Chas Andrews,
Les Haw and Tony Lally ap-
pear on those davs,



IF YOU MISSED IT this time make sure you see
the repeat of BBC TV's showing of God Speasd

Cooparation — the story of workin
women in the Women's Cooperative

class
uild (a

very different organisation than it is today!).

In history books roday
all vou read about is the
suffragettes and their
more  spectacular  cam-
paign for the vole — never
about the thousands and
thousands of working
class women who cam-
paigned for hirth control,
for  free schoal meals,
maternity  benefits and
around all aspects of
women’s lives,

‘I"ve had nine children

Iy one left now,” stated one
of the many hundreds of
women members of the
Cgild who wrote letrers
telling of their experiences
as part of the campaign for
£5 maternity benefit for
married and  unmarried
mothers.

The misery and terror
of being on a conveyor belt
of compulsory childbirth,
miscarriages, infant mor-
tality, ill health and ex-

speed

portrayed. *Family restric-
tion’ then as now was a key
issue in the fight for even a
glimmer of equal rights for
WOIIEN.

In those days cure was
used rather than preven-
tion. As one woman
remarks in her letter: ‘..
it"s not prevention that
women use. It's much
cheaper, you see, to go out
and get those drugs at the
chemists, hikey pikey, gin
and gunpowder, iron and
aloes, turpentine  and
washing powder.’

For these  women
brought up in the belief
which they soon found out

sends a2 babe without the
bread to feed it’, discover-
ing the Coop Women’s
Guild must have been truly
a liberation — opening the
door to knowledge and
understanding and the
means to fight back (as
well as the divi on the
shopping!).

Founded in 1883, b
1915 the Guild had 30,
members and by 1933 —
90,000 — mainly working
class women.

Mrs Layton, the main

ata ' u"a """, "u"

cooperati

in seven years and I've on-

Further down on Maggie’s Farm

MO, VM JUST NRAUSeATep
|Y THIS TORRENT oF
SYCoPHANTIC DRIWVEL
EVERY MoRHIiNG 1M
THE PAPERS...

haustion  is

A SECOND book of the cartoons of
Steve Bell, ‘Further down on Maggie's
Farm and other stories’ has just hit the
farmyard's bookshops. Before the
noises of several thousand asscrted
creatures rolling in the mud reached the
ears of the farm’s management, HILARY
DRIVER managed to review a copy.

If you are a Guardian readar, you'll ap-
preciats that the bast features in a newspaper
whara most of the coverage has been moving
rightwards at a rate of knots, are the cartoon
strips ‘IF ... and 'Doonesbury’. Londonars

_have bean enjoying the delights of the ‘Mag-
gie's Farm® cartoon strip in City Limits (and
formaerly Time Out) for several years. Both IF
... and Maggie's Farm are written and drawn
by Steve Bell. who must certainly rate as ana
of the best political cartoonists around.

The cartoons cover a cross section of
some of tha more memorable political hap-
panings of the last vear, from the real causas
of the riots to some behind-the-scenas glimp-
ses of the Malvinas war. Although the car-
toons are consistently good throughout. for
me the best are those on the war. They

€EEE EEEEYOW
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powerfully

to be false that *God never

feature what must be one of the most obnox-
ious cartoon creations — Harry Hardnose
(news editor of the Marning Mule) — and one
of the maost likeable, Kipling. only crew
member of the nuclear-powered armoured
punt HMS ‘Incredible’.

Hardnose combines togathar all the at-
tributes that make the British press the scum-
miast in the world. Interviewing an Argenti-
nian prisonar ha shows no compassion:
“Ask the damned cowardly gaucho whelp
what he does in Civwy St.

“He says he hauls freight on the River Plate.”
“AHAI!" says Hardnose, “so you're an ARGY
BARGEE!?!"

As the introduction to the book says:
‘Unlike Jaws Two, Godfather Two, Super-
man Two and Laviticus Two, this is possibly
evan battar than Maggie's Farm One.’ A must
for those boring moments beforea demo’s
move off, or before the fund-raising party
gets going, ‘Further adventuras ..." also
makes an ideal prasant,

‘Further adveniures an Magpie's Farm and other stories”
ix published by Penguin Books ar £2,95, and it availahie
Sram The Oiher Bookshop, 328 Upper Sireer, London
NI 2XP fenclose 50p for pdn).

character in the TV story

(which is partly based on
her book ‘Life as We Have
Known It” published by
¥irago) is a typical exam-
ple of the women who
joined. One of fourtecn
children she wenl into ser-
vice at the age of ten.
When she started to get in-
volved she had to walk six
miles to conferences and
back bkecause she couldn’t
afford the transport.

The courage and deter-
mination of such women is
truly an inspiration to us
all and is part of the
heritage of the modemn
women's movement as the
suffrageties are.

The Guild was one of

on’

By Judith Arkwright

the first organisations to
demand legalised abortion
and also in 1913 came out
in favour of divorce by
mutual consent after two
years' separation — for
which outrageous idea
they had all their funding
from the Coop cut off for
four years,

Women were seen as
key to the Coop because
the idea was to have a
‘peaceful revolution' bas-
ed on women's ‘marketing
basket’ — wealth being
redistributed through the
dividend paid omt 1o
members. Forlunately the
women members did not
restrict their campaigning

Fi

Guiles!?
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KABOOOOMY
BoOOOM ¢
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ME MORNINGS SPORT- ™
GED TEN.['EI.TE ANETWO
LAMAT'S U?GEE-?

SpoT oF MORMIN
SiICKNESST?

>/ CONCEIVED |
To8E KING

.

RRPON ME SONNT,
gu'r WAVE You EVER
CoMSIDERED TRAINING

AS A NORMAN TEEBIT?

10 this rather utopian idea.
We may think we've
come a long way since then
but you really do
sometimes wonder
whether Maggie Thatcher
and her cronies aren’t try-
ing to send us back to
those days — when you see
things like the funding for
Brook Clinics (which pro-
vide funding for young
people) are withdrawn and
abortion is being hived off
into the private sector.

The issues which our
sisters raised before us are
still _vital today and. we .
have a lot to learn from
them.

Thal was g
Parl'_y Politic al
carfoon El‘t‘iP
on behalf of the

Conservative

T You'RE GoNNA GET YoUR ¢
K@% HEADS KICKEDIN !
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Tory plans
exposed

THE ROW in the Conservativa Party over
the report of the ‘Think Tank’ — the
Toriss Central Policy Review staff —
nhqws the ultimate objective of Tary
policy. The report suggests a completa
dismantling of the weslfare state, and in
particular the hsealth service and free
state education. The heaith sarvice
would be replaced by private medicine,
and free state education would be
replaced by education ‘vouchers’ — pur-
chased by the parents.

Without doubt the report was leaked 1o
tha prass by a sacret ‘wet’ in the cabinet — to
the fury of Thatcher and her supporters. In
the run up o a general election, tha proposal
to complataly dismantle the health service is
about as popular, as one newspaper put it, as
& proposal to nationalise beer.

Thatcher and her supporters had hoped to
kesp the report secret and usa it as the basis
of Tory thinking for & re-electad Consarvative
government,

Cartainly & plan to be implemented, but
not a plan on which to fight an slection.

Mow the ‘wats’ have blown the gaffa, The
first person to rush to dissociate himself from
the report was the health ministar Nerman
Fowiler.

For Fowlar tha leaking of the report came
at a particularly bad time. Alrsady Britain’s
most unpopular man, fronting for the Tories
in their war ageinst thes health workers,
Fowlar was anxious not to have to fighta war
on two fronts at onca.

Tory Party chairman Cecil Parkinson and
Thetcher herself have suggested that the
raport has been 'sheived’ and had not even
bea discussad by the cabinet. But the report
had been more or less openly defended by
treasury minister Leon Brittan and Rhodes
Boyson. With an absolutsly Impaccabla sensa
of timing Edward Haath has denouncad the
proposgals, and called for Thatcher to opaniy
reject them. Thus a major row on the issue is
bound to be created at the Tory conference.

The proposals to complaetely dismantla tha
walfara statsa asra propossis to ba im-
plameantad by a future Tory government.
They could only be pushed through on the
' basis of new defeats for the working class.
But what tha Torias hava in store for us all
should be shouted loud and clear throughout
the slection campaign.

FTerry  Duffv votey against (he resolufion on plastic
bultets possed at the Labour Conference. The delegare
Sfram North Hompstead holds up o plastic hullet —
responsitle for the deaths of 14 people.

Ban Plastic Bullets

A Labour Movement
Delegate Conference

The Labour Party conference voted last week
Jor a ban on plastic bullets. So far 14 people,
seven of them under 12 years of age have
been killed by ‘baton rounds’ in the north of
Ireland. The conference will be held in
February of 1983 to urge the banning of
these vicious weapons. For further details
contaci: Plastic Bulleis Conference, Box I5,
164/6 Corn Exchange Buildings, Hanging
Ditch, Muanchester M2 48BN,
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By Celia Pugh

MINERS THROUGHOUT BRITAIN have begun
an overtime ban against threatened pit
closurés and the derisory 8.2 per cent National
Coal Board pay offer. This is a prelude to a
ballot on 28 October which "gives the NUM Na-
tional Executive the powers to call industrial
action if necessary against pit closures and at
the same time to find a solution to the wage

demand’.

This. decision.  was
taken by an overwhelming
vote of 134 10 2 at a special
NUM conference on 4 Oc-
tober, with all the NUM
aress voling sagamst Tory
attacks on the mdusiry.

After the conierence;
Miners President Arthur
Seargill explained: ‘The
NUM annual conference
vated ‘overwhelmingly to
stop pit closures and the
run down of manpower
and 10 get early retitement
and negotiations for a four
day week.

Cuts

The NCE have tied the
guestion of jobs and pay
together. . They have told
s we have o accept
“technological unemploy-
ment’ and efficiency  as
part of the deal. This can
only mean pit closures,
:hde}' are inextricably link-

In the Tast s5ix vears we
have lost 37,000 jobs. The
Board have told us they
wanl to cul capacity by 1
per cent and we work out
this is the equivalent of at
least 30 pits. When the
jobs were lost in recent
years it was becanse the
leadership did not accept

my view to fight closures
and job loss. From this
conferénce  we: are pnow
committed 1o this.”

The principlé of:the
overlime ban isthe same as.
in 1971 and 1973 which
was-a build up to a na-
tional strike. Rallies have
also been called around
the couniry to build sup-
port, 18 Ocrober in South
Wales; 19 QOctober in
Mewcastle; 20 October in
Birmingham: 21 Oelober
in Sheffield and 23 Oc¢-
tober in Scotland. T will be
speaking ar 2l these to get
the support we need.

Miners from the Kin-
neil Colli in Central
Seotland will e well pleas-
ed with this decision. They
lobbied the special éon-
ference to push for just
such a battle on closures.

Kinneil NUM delegate
Jim McCalium explained
o Somah?t Ci'mg;]ugc: ‘D:ir
pit employs people
and it’s threatened E?Lh
closure. There are still vast
reserves  but the NCB
won't invest. We're lobby-
ing to impress the need to
tie up the wages and
closure issues, If we accept
the 8.2 per cent offer we're
accepling closures, We're
very confident about get-

ting a vote for action at the
end of Ocrober.

‘Within. a week of
today's conference: there
will be & Scottish con-
ference of branch officers
and committes members
throughout the coal field,
This will organise pit head
mestings  with  speakers
from' the Scottish Ex-
gcutive -and a2 o massive
leafleting campaign.

We're calling for sup-
-port for the raily on 23 Gc-
tober in Edinburgh where
Arthur  Scargill wall” be
speaking. Then we're hop-
ing 1o take a lot of miners
from Kinneil 1o the Scot-
tish Triple Alliance Tobby -
in Condon on 26 October.
Elilui will be a massive lob-

ik

Action

Bill Snedden, NUM
Group 2 member. of the
Scotush Colliery
Engineers, Boilermen and
Trades Association echoed
this, saving: "Wages, a
sharter working week, ear-
Iy retirement and invest-
ment are all intertwined.
You can’t erate them
out. That's why our fight
at Kinneil i5 so important,
We're going ahead with
the Triple Alliance, wa're
uniting with steel and rail
workers at our. Edinburgh
ratly because we are all in
this together.

But we're faced with
the likes of Sirs and
Weighell. The issue must
be to mobilize therank and
file of the Tripie Alliance’.

East London Socialist
Challenge raises £1100

By Megan Martin

More than 160 Socialist Challenge supporters A
packed into an East London hall on Saturday

speaker
Socialist  Challenge

from

night for a 'banquet’ in celebration of the
revolutions in Central America and the Carib-

bean,

Socialist Challenge
supporters  from as far
afield as Glasgow, Man-
chester,  Sheffield and
Mansfield came for the o¢-
casion. Supporters from
MNorth, South and West

London added to the
crowd,
There  were  rail-

workers, Loendon Trans-
port workers, carworkers
from Fords, Dagenham,
teachers and a whole con-
tingent from East London
Metal Box.

There were CND ac-
tivists, Labour Party ac-
tivists and vouth active in
everything.

After forcing down
double and in some cases

triple helpings of trifle and
chocolate cake, the
assembly listened to Jaime
Lopez from the -FDR-
FMLN representation in
Britain.

He explained the need
for renewed solidarity with
the people's of El
Salvador. Jaime high-
lighted the role of US in-
tervention  in  Central
America and emphasised
the threat of the civil war
i El Salvador growing
over into 3 regional civil
war,

A message from the
Nicaraguan emhbassy
underscorad the imminent
threar from imperialist in-
spired intervention there,

plained the role of the
paperin bringing the truth
about the siruggles in Cen-
tral America to workers in
Britain. The speaker ex-
plained, too, the committ-
ment aof Socialist
Challenge to provide a
platform for these workers
i Britain to link up with
all workers in struggle.

The banguet guests
gave £500 to the Socialist
Challenge fund drive.
They followed this up im-
mediately with £300 in an
auction of posters and
photographs from Cuba,
Micaragua and Grenada.
At the end of the evening
Socialist  Challenge  had
raised £1 1.

Donarions 0 Sociaist
Chatlenge: P Bas 50, Lon-
don NI 2XEP



