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CARIBBEAN NAVAL THREAT

o

Gricketers
caught out

apartheid regime.
In a sport-crazy coun-
try the isolation of South

o < Africa from international
sport has been an effective
¥ T method of hitting  the

- morale of the white rulers

ST0P THATGHER

STOP REAGA

BRITAIN is supporting the
increasingly hysterical
campaign being waged by
the United States govern-
ment against the revolution
in Central America. British
ships are participating in a
threatening naval exercise
off the coast of Cuba called
Operation Safe Pass.

This exercise will pass
within a few miles of Havana,
and involve a landing of
marines _ at_ Guantanamo,

———sEmerica’s naval base in Cuba.

Britain iz going ahead with sen-
ding two 'observers’ to tha
fake elections being staged in
E! Salvador — most European
countries have refused to do
50.

The naval operation near
the Cuban coast comes in the
wake of the fantastic allega-
tions about the war in El
Salvador made by the head of
the CIA, Willilam Casay.

According to  Casey's
bizarre allegations the war in El
Salvador is being run ‘entirely
from Managua’, the capital of
Nicaragua. Involved in running
the war are supposedly
Cubans, Russians, East Ger-
mans and the Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation, as well as
the Nicaraguans themselves.
In fact the only “gutsiders’ in El
Salvador are the US officers
wha help run the army.

. The reason for this hysteria
is not difficult to find. As one
top US official put it last week
‘in El Salvador we are within in-
ches of losing control over the
situation entirely’.

The brutael Salvadorean dic-
tatorship is getting militarily
hammered by the left-wing
FMLN forces. And in Guatema-
la the left-wing guerrillas are
making increasing headway
against the right-wing Garcia
ragime,

As  Mexican president
Lopez Portillo pointed out last
weaek, the danger of US in-
tervention in the region is very
real.

It is an outrage that Britain,
virtually alone among the
United States’ allies. is giving
open support to the United
States’ policy of repression.

EL SALVADOR SOLIDARITY DEMONSTRATION
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TI-_IE TOUR of South Africa by twelve English
cricketers to play a series of so-called "test
matches’ is a massive propaganda coup for the

and boosting the con-
fidence of the black
population.

It has contributed 10
the broader struggle
against the apartheid
regime. The carefully plan-
ned tour involves huge
finances — some half a
million pounds to pay the
players alone,

The players have been
lured by fat pay chegues to
compensate for probably
being banned from playing
in international cricket in
the futura.

But their decision to go
to South Africa does not
depend on money alone,
They all know full well that
test cricket with South
Africa was broken off by
the white cricketing na-
tions — England, Australia
and Mew Zealand — only
with extreme reluctance.

The governing bodies
of the game were faced in
the early 19705 with either
banning South  Africa
from test cricket or faging
the best cricket playars —
the Wesl Indians — refus-
ing t¢c play the white
teams. In addition it would
have meant the Pakistanis
and Indians adopting a
similar attitude,

Expaliing South Africa
was therefore nacessary 1o
keep international cricket
together. But it is an open
secret in the cricketing
workd that the upper class
reacltionaries  who  run
cricket would love to heve
South Africa back in the
fold, ,

But thera iz more
hypocrisy involved here.
The tour has been loudly
condemned by the.Tory
government. But, as
former England ericket
caplain Tony Greig, a sup-
porter of South Africa,
points out, ‘the cricketers
are only doing what politi-
cians and the establish-
ment do every day — deal-
ing with South Africa’, Ex-
acthy,

What resally boosts
South Africa, and enablas
the apartheid system to
survive, is not sporting
links but much more im-
portantly the bidions of
pounds of investment
paured in by the Western
capitalist countries, above
all Britain, together with
the trade and defence links
which the Western
powars hava.

Thatcher wilinoct con-
demn the English
cricketers; neither will sha
condemn the  English .
bankers and the multing-
tionals who are keeping
South Africa afloat.

Sanctions  will  un-
doubtadly be taken
against the cricketers by
the cricket authorities
probably they will be ban-
ned from international
cricket. This of course iz
something which we =sup-
port,

But with the rugby
tours by lrish and ‘British
Lions’ teams, and now the
cricketars, South Africa
has been gradually break-
ing down the =porting
boweott,

So long as business
and governments deal
with South Africa, itis dif-
ficult to persuade athletes
o do otherwise, Geoff
Boyeott, Graham Gooch
and company are just do
ing what British capitalism
has been doing for
decades — making monay
out of apartheid.
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International
Women's Day

e Labour Party—

No truce!
No witch hunt!

By Tessa van Gelderen

TWO EVENTS happened last Wednes-
day which at first glance seem uncon-
nected: Militant supporter. Pat Wall,
was nol endorsed as prospective
Labour candidate for Bradford North,
and Bruce Page was sacked as editor
of the New Statesman.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY, 8
March is a tribute to our history and a
celebration of our future.

On that day in 1908, in New York.
15,000 women garment workers march-
ed through the streets. These women
worked in dirty, suffocating factories
ten or twelve hours a day. There were no
toilets or teabreaks and talking was for-
bidden. Many became blind by the age
of 25 from sewing tiny beads on to the
finery of the wealthy. They marched for
equal pay, nurseries for working
mothers and the right to organise in
trade unions. Two vyears later Clara

g -the turncaats within our movement.

Far strikers ot Lourence Scotr there can be
19 talk of & trece wiile union feaders Bo vl aricl
Duffy stab them i the back. The same goes for
rail warkers who have fo confronr Sid Werdgfel
as wallas Brtishr Ranl and the Torics. For tham
it s one and the same struggle and no amoint
of talk of unity can make it otherwics

Zetkin, revolutionary leader of the Ger-
man women’'s movement called on all
socialists to celebrate that day as Inter-
national Women’s Day.

How much has changed for women in the
last 74 years? In the current economic situa-
tion and with the war mongering policies of
Thatcher and Reagan. women are suffering
disproportionataly. The gap between men's
and women's pay is as wide as ever — 25 per
cent on average (except in Sweden and sur-
prisingly ltaly), In Britain women’s pay is 60
per cent of men's — a net decrease since the
passing of the Equal Pay Act.

Unemployment is increasing twice as fast
for women as it is for men, and the Tory
government is considering the introduction
of measures 10 stop married women signing
an altogether. Capitalism needs women as a
reserve army of labour, prepared to take poor
conditions and low pay when they're at work
and flaxible enough to be thrown out of waork
when there's unemployment.

But will the Tories’ plan succeed? A lot has
happened and many women have struggled
since the heroic example of our sisters in
1808. Women are stronger and they expect
more from life. Moreover, increasingly the
labour movement has taken up the fight far
women's rights.

Only last week the Tories wers forced to
retreat from preosecuting doctors for giving
abortions. Women at Lee Jeans, Plesseys,
Hoovers and the Livarpool typists have
carried on the fine tradition of women
fighting back. They will no langer.accept thet
awoman'’s place should be in the home — but
should be at work and in her union,

Raising demands now which challenge
the role of women as a reserve army of labour
begins to threaten the Tories' whole policy on
unemployment. The Labour Party and the
trade unions have to support positive action
in favour of women at all levels of employ-
ment: recruitmant, training and promotion.

Building a massive event on 5 June, the
day the Labour Party is organising a women's
right to work festival, is in the interests of the
whole labour mavement. Asin 1908, so today,
women are often the standard bearers for the
warking class fightback.

Throughout histary women have organis-
ed to fight for their rights. International
Women's Day is a symbol of that fight. Itisa
beacon burning for our future.

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

Now Bruce Page knows a thing or two
about parliameantary reselection. o s own
canstituency of (shington South, he and athers,
stch as chairperson Ann Page, played a control
role i drumming up suppart for sitting MP
George Cunningham. It wes no secrer that
thera were plans fo replace Cunningham with g
candidate more i tuna with loeal party politivs
FPage went a5 faras backing Curiningham in tha
reselgction vate despite the VFP's refusal 1o
procuse o stay o (e Lebour Parry

One muonth later Cunningham returned the
favour by laaving the party. It was also his way
af rhanking Michao! Foot wha had just offered
him a place m the shadow cabiner. Michae!
Fool, of course, has never fait it MECESFERY 10
condemn such reseloctions. Instead he has
concentrated s fire on the lafr.

Peter Tatchel from Bermondsey was nof
ecause of his suppor! for extra-
parligmentany activity. And Pat Wail was nor
endaorsed rhis week becsuse of ‘modest ir
ERIBCIION  process
furmioured  to he the sounds of a disco
penetrating the proceedings. Refusal 1o pladge
' £1ay in the parly does not appear ro be an i

endorsed,

reqgulfarities” m the

reqafarity

All this only gaes to show that the Bishop's
Startford truce never cxisted, The nght want 1o
eoatinue the witch huriting thar hae gone on

Na truce for Laurence Scott workers who
arg fighting union leaders Boyd and Duffy
against the fefr
Feter Tatchell and Targ Ali, Whils
class is under altack, ralk of 3 truce is. both
dangercas and futile. We have to openly rake

against Militant, agamst

the working

What policies [ abour fighrs an and how i
achiaves those policies are crucial to the fight
o get rid of the Taries That s why the stare
ment ssued by the Labour Co-ordinating Com
mitee. an behalf of 33 prospective Labour
parliamentary condidatas which stated thar
Bxira parligmentary Sctivity  must form an
essenlial part of Labour Party sfrateqy’. was
welcome. But staterments are not enough and
these camrades should be bunding faboor
mavement support for extra parfamentary s
nivities like the picker line at Laurence Scoll.

Az the Tories” atlacks increase with Teshir
and Heseltine, Labour feadors have to FasNT
It is hot enough, unfortunaiely, to say as Nor
marn Atkinsan does in his article on this DEgE
that there is ‘3 need far the broad loft represen
ting bath the ndusirial and poiiticsl lefs o
mesl, go over the ground and scouaint each
olfier with current trends.

The left knows what the ‘current trend is. It
i the attack from the Tories and From the
Labour right lad by Michae! Foor, Linfess e
unlil it comas 1o tonms with that guestion it can
issue afl the statements and hold aff the
meatings it fikes, The right will walk all ver s
There 5 no frice in the Labour Party: fast
weok s NEC shawed that, That iz why fighomg
the witch funt and SUBROCING Workers
struggle cannot by separated

Labour Liaison '82 is under way

Steering committee to set up simple forum

By Norman Atkinson MP

‘LABOUR LIAISON 82 is really a misnomer. Its
title suggests yet another organisation of the
left. It is nothing of the kind. Perhaps a better
name — if names are necessary — would have
been something like ‘Left Forum’. For that's
what itis. A forum of the left for the purpose of
authenticating the opinion of the broad left —
particularly the industrial left — at any given

moment.

The surprising thing is
that the necessity for col-
lating the thoughts of like-
minded organisations has
never occurred to  us
before. In the past when-
ever left groups came
together they wanted to
formalise avemhin% by
putting it to a vote. Splits

ame inevitable — in-
deed they seem to have
been the order of the day
— hence the jokes | sup-
poze about the left being
the biggest growth in-
dustry.

organisations. The result
wias vary satisfying, Thoze
present became familiar
with progressive develop-
ments from as far away as
Wales and Scotland.

Of course Flaet Street
prajects the whole thing as

debates reflects tha oyl-
of-toch  view of the
“Solidarity” lzaders. Incon-
seguence  parliamentary
party debates  reguiarly
degensrate  into  owver-
ambitious  personalised
contests,

Watch

The point is — hoth
the Labour Party itself and
the left within ‘it must
watch carefully how and
where decisions are taken.
It must not allow sdhoc
votes 1o pre-empt i one
main conference.  Al-
though the block-vote
System ig sometimes un-
fair and weighted against
the left, the Annual Con-
ference of the Labour Par-
Ty is now the anly legiti-
mate place for policy and
leadership guestions to be
decided.

In the words of Tony
Benn, the TUC and An-
nual Conference have now
majoritised  left  opinicn,
The left, therefore, must
never again subconscious-
Iy or otherwise minoritige
its own work. That is why
there 15 a continuous need
for the broad-left ropre-
senting both the industrial
and political left to meet,
goover the ground and ac-
fuaint each other with
current trends.,

Science

The Labour Party
machinery is complicated
and to he effective it has o
be synchronised. Familia-
rity with ewery aspsct of
radical opinion is essantial,
The art of the possible —
these days — is nothing
less  than advanced
science.
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Votes

If you would like to be put in touch with

e

Socialist Challenge supporters in your area or But in re Eantj to
would like more information fill in the form ‘Labour Liaison '82' (LL'82 S 2
below for shl:;l;ﬁ it fs not appro- Birmingham Labour Party Rally 2
priate that vates should be = - o
NEH“IE......,,,,.........-.,,..................,.,.........,,, takE“IThmgaﬂandingare Stop thE wltch hunt!
not delegates nor do they .
Puddraas ... 5 it e e ST e represent equal numbers, e For a Labour "u"lCtﬂI‘V!
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................................................................ E;:'Shgptgge:'-:hﬂr e Norman Atkinson: annual conference only place for SWeEne;dalyéM PMa rcl; ?p;n;;
LL'B2 know what to do PoNcY fo be decided : peakers inciude Feter fatchell,
B e with such & decision if it those selecting them and  Machiavellian and asks — Tarig Al and Albert Bore {prospec-

Send to: Socialist Challe

Union/CLP (ifany)............

London N1 2XP.

nge, PO Box 50,
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made ona,

The socialists who at-
tend LL'B2 are selected 1o
do s0 by their own
organisations hecause
they  represent  similar
VIBWS and experiences to

are ahble to pass on such
views to the rest of us.

At Courty Hall recently
T0-odd  extremely  articu-
late eocialists came
togethar to make known
the views of their own

if it isn't would | recom-
mend the right-wing to do
tha zama?

Of course | would. Tha
lack of reality which =0
often permeates  PLP

tive Labour candidate for
Ladywood)
Digbeth Civil Hall




SOCIALIST CHALLENGE
salutes International
Women's Day 1882. As our
contribution to the struggle
of women for justice and
liberation we have organised
a series of public meetings

across Britain for Mary Zinns,

a woman miner in the United

States.
It is women like Mary
who, with our support, are

breaking out of the ghettos,
charting new paths and
destroying the myth of

female inferiority. In so doing

they lead the way for all of
£

=

International Women's

struggies

g _

iy e i

Day is born from struggle;

% M By Rose Brooks

~ - | 'MARGARET Pallett was a

stout hearty woman of 45,
with a very black face. She
worked below ground in the
pit thrutching corves, from
ten years old to eighteen,
when the women were turned
out.

When | said. 'Did you like
it?* She gave me the usual
answer: ‘like it? Aye! an I'd
gaw dshn again, if tha'd let
me!’

From  “Victormen Working Woman:
Portraits from Lifa’
Margaret Paller was one of many
wornen in the 1860s who said they lik-
ed working in the mines. Waomen
continued to work secretly, often
disquised as men, many years after
they wore  forbidden  to work
underground in 1842,
| Their daughters and grand-
| daughters worked on the surface, at
the pithead into the 20th century.

The last two pithead women
retired from Mo 10 Lowaa Pit, Harr
ington in Cumberland on 1 July 1972,

| 130 years after women were forbid-
| den underground and three years
‘ before the Sex Discrimination Act.
F
]

_ Far from allowing women {o ba
miners, the SDA said that, ‘Mo famale
shall be employed in a job the duties
of which ordinarily require the
emp_lovee to spend a significant pro-
portion of time below ground at a
mine which is being worked.”

Wamen: Portraits from Lifa

South West Lancashire pit head woman 1886, from Victorisn Working

RALLY
FOR

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'’S DAY

Speakcrs include: Mary Vinns, United Mineworkers
of Americe snd member of the
Socialist Workers Party, US.
Speakar from the Nicaraguan
WOTTYVEE S rovawviETEnl

abortion rights.

Entrance; L1 and 50p unwaged.
Al the Cameden Centre, ol Foasion Bood
Friday March 12ch ar 7.30pm,

HEpeakers from the Fourth Interna-
tional, including Irish saction
Speaker irom the campaign for

Speakars from the action commit
e for 8 womans right 1o work,

Doors Cpen 5. 30pm-Booksialls and displays, hght felreshments
avinlahle
Birmingham
International Women's Day
Public meeting
Tuesday 9 Marchat 7.30

The Fighting Cocks pub
Masely, Birmingharm

Speakars

£l.50waged, £1 unwaged

Mary Zinns, United Mineworkers of America
Mary Crawford, on women In lreland
Letitia on weman in Latin Armerica
Virginia on women in El Salvador
Mage Lamplough, Revolution Youth
Banner Theatre Group with their play Women at Work

born among the poorest,
most deprived and suffering
of women in a 1908 strike
about 129 women who were
burned to death in a fire in
New York's garment district.

Since that day 8 March
has been used by women to
unite on those issues we con-
sider important — war, food,
suffrage, abortion, childcara,
equal ?Ie_w. prostitution.

Its history has been mark-
ed by mass demonstrations,
rallies, meetings and haroic
struggles. Unfortunately, it
has also been marked by the
efforts of official labour and
communist parties to
trivialise and undermine its
significance.

This waz lightly madified in prag-
tice in 1978 when the Mational Coal
Bﬂar:d appointed & woman as deputy
medical officer for Socuth Wales who
goes underground as her work
demands,

The Equal Opportunities Commis-
sion in 1979 confirmesd its support for
the ruling of the SDA.

Today, neither the Coal Board nor
the MNational Union of Miners think
that women should ba allowed to
work in tha minas,

In the 50s the Coal Board and the
NUM agreed that disabled miners
should be given preference. for
pithead jobs and as the women retired
they wera replaced by men,

In some cases the women wera
made redundaent, given altarnative
work in canteans, on switchboards or
cleaning jobs.

The arguments about whether
women should work in the mines
began in the 1840s when the appalling
conditions were first exposed.

: But maral outrage was more pro-
minent than concern for their welfare.
Fit women were called ‘coarse, licen-
tious wretches '

The Wigan pithead women wha
wore trousers under thair wide aprons
were considered to be outrageous,
even  though  women  miners
elsewvhere continued to wear drasses.

JAt the same time dresses were at-
tacked because they caused ac-
cidents,

Deaths of women wera sensa-

Woman miner from
US tours Britain

Meet Mary Zinns of the United
Mineworkers of America and the

Socialist Workers Party, USA

5 building up SUDPOT A8 preparations for international Wiomen s Day
and the & June Labour Party event on women's righits draw near.
Mary Zinns will be mesating Shadow Minister for Wamen's Alfairs,
SJoan Lestar, and ather MPs ar the House of Commons.
Miners” leadars in Yarkshire will be discussing with Mary o spite af |
afficial NLIM palicy which is against wormen going down the mines i
Make sure you mee! up with Mary a¢ the faliovwarmg meetings f
throughout Britain, I

CARDIFF Satur_dav € March at 2.30, under auspicas of the J

Wales Women’s Rights Committee, Friends Meating House. |

MANCHESTER — Monday 8 March, Lesser Free Trade Hall,

Peters Street, 8pm. Organised by the Mational Abortion Cam-

paign and the Action Committee for a Womans Right to Waork,

BIRMINGHAM — Tuesday 9 March, sce ad this page.

GLASGOW — Woednesday 10 March — Partick Burgh Hall,

Burgh Hall Street,

EDINBURGH — Thursday 11 March, Chaplaincy Centre. Edin-

burgh University, Bristol 51 at 7.30pm.

LONDON — Friday 12 March, Camden Centre off Euston Rd,

ad this page.

MANSFIELD — Sunday 14 March, Civic Theatrs Lounge at

3.30pm.

E.lHEFHELD' BOLSOVER, NOTTINGHAM, LEEDS — 14-17
arch.

SOUTHAMPTON — Thursday 18 March, Conference Room,

Civic Centre at 7.45.

BOURNEMOUTH — Friday 18 March, fringe meeting at

Women's TUC. s X

For further detads phane Judith Arkweight at §7-358 8371,

THIS TOUR, sponsared by Revolution Youth and Socuahst Unailenge :

Socialist Challenge,/ Revolution Youth
weekend school
Women's oppression and
the fight to build a wemen’s movement
13/14 March, County Hall, Waterloo, SE7, Creche provided

Open ro afl Socialst Challenge supporters: Tickets: £3 for (WD raffy
ard sehool from J Arkwright, PO Box 50, London N1 2x8.

itain this year there
will be no major event to
celebrate women's day, but
we can not permit this in
1983. This will be the 75th an-
niversary of International
Women's Day.

We should organise now
to call on the Campaign for
MNuclear Disarmament, for the
TUC and the Labour Party to
call a mass international
demonstration on B March
1983,

Women should take the
lead in the fight for
@ Jobs not bombs
@ A womans right to work
@ A womans right to choose

~ Women miners.our history

tionalised, missing the point that
safety conditions for all miners didn’t
exist.

A favourite argument was that
women  made jobs  dangerous
because they were not strong enay gh
1o save themselves in an emergency.

The pithead women scorned
these criticisims and weare proud of
their strength.

They knaw what women doing
manual work always find out, that
many jobs do not require Amazonian
strength so much as learning a knack
— how to lift and carey with the
minimum of effort.

Pithead women were needed as a
source of cheap labour for the coal
owners. For a long time the women
had the support of their fathers and
families because it was quite usual in
mining areas to have a daughter at the
pithead whosa wage was an impor-
tant part of the family income.

However official union policy sup-
ported their exclusion.

As a Wigan miner putit: "Strip the
women of their clogs and flannel
trousears and lat the unemploved men
of Wigan step into them and take
their places at the pitheads and in-
stead of women receiving 1/6d let
men have 2/8 or 3/-for the same
labour and see if Wigan does not im-
prove.”

Pithead women earned one third
of men’s wages, being excluded from
the mining unions until WWI.

The unions knew the owners were
using womean 1o divide the communi-
ty but-they came to the wrong con-
clusions by excluding women from all
mining waork.

Constant attempls were made 10
amend mining legisiation to stop
wemen working in the mines, When
an attempt was made in 1911, the
Wigan pithead women called =
meeting of 2000 supporters.

Eliza Meal, a pithead worker,
moved a resolution against any in-
terference and asked local MPs for
support.

Their cause was taken up by the
suffragettes in Wigan and the pithead
women began 1o join a union, tha Na-
tional  Federation of Women
Warkers, which intervened in several
local wage dispules.

Al attemptz until 1975 to exclude
women from the mines were
defeated. Itis ironic that moves which
women fought successfully for over
100 years should slide in as part of
lagislation which was claimed to be in
the interests of women.
Aecommended reading: By the Swest of
Their Brow, Women Workers at Victorian
Coal Mines, by Angela V Jdohn: Croom
Helm London,

Victarian Working Wornen: Portraits
from Life, Michasl! Hifey: Gordon Fraser,
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By Janat Maguire, secretary South East
London Medical Branch ASTMS in her

personal capacity

THE PROPOSAL by the government to charge
overseas visitors for health care is another at-
tack — this time wrapped in a racist package —
on the principle of a national health service
that provides free health care for all those who

need it,

Tory propaganda
paints @ lurid picture of
foreigncrs descending on
Britain to.abuse our haalth
service, insinuating that
wealthy oil shisks get
treatad an the NHS.

This iz nonsanse! Inmy
ten wears a5 @ health
worker | have vet 1o see
any wealthy shick, or for
that matter any wealthy
foreigner, being treated on
the NHS.

Private

The wealthy overseas
visitor, like our ‘own’ rich,
prefer the saclusion and
pampering that  private
treatment dishes out to s
well-off clients. than to
mixing  with the ‘plebs’

having treatment on the
MNHS.

The propasals will vic-
timise black people. How
do you decide if someons
is British or not? People
with biack or brown faces
are the ones who will be
interrogated about their
nationality, and whose
ngssoorts will be demand-
ad.

This will maan that un-
til they can prove their na-
tionality  their trearment
will be deferred, which
could have =Ericus or even
fatal conseguUEnCces.

This is another step in
the direction towards
astablishing the ‘principle”
that health care is just a
commaodity like anything
else and should ba paid for
as such.

Racist attack on
free health service

Thatcher has gent her
aduviears. to  the United
States 1o cast their ayves
over their mathod of
health care.  &merican
capitalism has a simple
way of dealing with runn-
ing its medical system,

if: you: are  unlucky
engugh, or poor enough,
not o have Snsurance,
tough luck, you do not get
any treatment, aven if it
might mean that you dia!

Such a scheme must
warm the hearts of the
Thatcher monetarists.

Ever since the last
Labour government
started cutting the health
sefvice, private insurance
senemes have baan boom-
ing in Britain.

Mow with a Tory
aovermmeant in office the
private sector is having &
field day.

By the end of 1980, the
numnber of private health
imsurance subscribers
torallad 1,847,000, which

if wou include their
dependents represents @
privataly insured popula-
tion of around 3.5 million.
This represents an  in-
crease in one year of 29 per
cent.

A delighted BUPA is
predicting that by 1985 1en
million people will ba in
privaie health schames.

Private beds already
account for saven par cent
of -all available beds in
British hospitals,

Buy

If this attack on the
MHS is to be fought, we
have to start from the vital
principia that the NHS
raust provide a completely
free health service lo all
those who need it
whether they arc British
citizens or not.

Furthermore ‘we must
be against all private

schames which enable the

rich 1o buy their way to the
top of the queue at the ex-
pensa of the working peo-
ple.

CH

Private medicing also
leeches off the NHS, tak-
ifng away trained person
nel.

The trada umons and
the Labour Party must

J'..r'au.u.r pm;;;a& weill su'f. black ;:-Ep

el e

e e
oty Taln

el

resist  these measures,
unlike the alectrical union,
the EETPU which has
negotiated a4  private
schama for its members.
The Labour Party must

le to interrogation

be committed to. na-
tionalising. all  private
haospitals and clinics and
rescinding any legislation
that compels visitors 10
pay far health cara.

Bradford 12 national conference

Unity needed to defend
victims of Tory police

By Kumer Sen and Chris Guthrie

A CALL went out from a conference of black
and anti-racist activists at t‘ha weekend to
build the national demonstration in Leeds on 3

Defence lawyers for the
Bradford 12 stated that police
wene delibarately intimidating

-

Theza laws have to be
challenged.

The need for 2 genaral
political campaign based on
national unity of the wanmous
defence
EITBERET.

Whila Labour Parties and
trade uaions were denoyhcad
as racist by some  par
ticipants, a delegate from

cEmpaIgns wWas

Leicaster emphasized  their

prpencnca on winning local
Labour Parly and trade union
support, This had drawn m
tha black community, par-
ticularly winning the congis-
tent involvermant of tha ingian
Workers CAssociation in the
commitles,

A spokesperson from the
Bradiord 12 Mational Mabilis-
ing Committes stated that the
struggole for democratic rights

of victimised black peopleand
vouth was & comrmon’ strag-
gle wath all wodkang - class
organizations  against  the
Tory gavernment.,

Moomatter how show the
lgbaur movermnent has: bean
about taking up defence of
black people it has 10 ke won
1o their sde,

Tha immediate foous of
the campaign i3 1o build sup

part now and to oppose the
use of comspiracy laws ds g

political atiack on 1he DEEE
COmITLRITY.

Pulitivns, stalerments of sup-
porl, background. materisl,
affifation forms.  modal
rasolutions ars available from
Frag the  Bradford 12 Na
fonal Mobilisirg Comrnities,
Box JK, 58 Cookridge 5t
Lesds 2,

April to free the Bradford 12.

The 12 Asian youths who
werg arrested during the July
uprisings  last “year for
‘conspiring o make ex-
plosivas” are due for trial on 26
April at Leads Crowwn Court.

Al will plead not guilty,
but - it convicted: can Do
sentenced. to ten to hiteen
vaars” imprisonment.

Their natignal netwark of
defence comamttees brought
together 150 peopla 10
diecuss broader guestions
facing tha black community
since. the  rebellions  and
specifically how to build the
campaign.

Bill

Thare was & general con-
census that the Thatcher
government is- attacking tha
gemocratic rights of the black
communites through the Na
tionalizy Bill, through con-
tinuad - harassment by 1he
policy using _ tromped  up
charges, under the gurse of
seeking ilkegal immigranis’
and by tha increased arming
of the polica under the
pretence of proserving . law
and grder.

Bur —as the . opening
chairpersan said, ‘1881 was a
veat of black: political action’

Free the Bradford 12
National demonstra-
tion
Saturday 3 April
Azzemble Tpm in Savile
Maunt Park
opposile the Trades Club
off Chapaltawn Road,
Leeds 7.

Sally and cwhural svanl in
Leeds on 25 April Mass prcke!
of i eeds Crown Courd an 20
Apgeil

with the rebelions in the
mairdy black inner city areas,
with the mobilisations against
the Nationality  Bill and the
New Cross Massacre, with
tha Anwar Ditta wictory and
successful campaigns against
dapartation.

al ' 1.'?

the black communities and
youth,

Robert- Spicer, who had
defandad the S5t Paul’s Bristol
cases, painted out that con-
spiracy laws had proviously
been used against aclivists in
the liesh republican mowve-
ment and trade unians,

.‘-_:l
E: |
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One of many local marches to free the Bradford 12

® A BLACK civil rights movement, Black
Rights {UK/) has been launched by the Carib-
bean Times newspaper and the majority of
Britain's athnic minority organisations.

One of its first projects, starting on 1 April
iz @ 24-hour Help-on-Arrest Scheme. Barrister
Rudy Narayan is to be convenor and first
diractor.

Its aims include: implementation of a
British Bill of Rights: assisting black people to
fight successfully at all levels of the legal
system.

Black Rights (UK) will be spon=oring a
delagated conference on the 20/21 June 1882
in conjunction with various leaders of the
American civil rights movemant.

Black Rights (UK} can be contacted c/o
Rudy Narayan, Tower House, 139-148 Fonthill
Road, London N4,

® THE ONLY Black firefighter in Lancashire who
wag sacked for allegedly failing to salute an officer
and appesled to Home Secretary an the grounds
of unfair dismissal has won Whitelaw's support,

Whitelaw has now reduced Roland Steven's
dizmiszal to a reprimand,

@ PRESSURE is building for dropping of
charges against Newton Rose, the East Lon-
don black youth sentenced to life imprison-
ment for the murder of a white National Front
supportar.

It seems that the judge — who retired two
weeks after the trial — completely contraven-
ad lagal rules by giving the jury an ultimatum
to give their verdict in 15 minutes or be
dismissed.

The Mewton Rose Defence Committes
can be gontacted ¢/o 76 Stroud Green Rd, Lon-
don N4, phone 01-272 4889,

Picket outside the Roval Courts of Justice
in the Strand, Londan WC2 an Monday/Tues-
day 8/8 March from 9.45am when Newton
Boze and his threa friends will have their ap-
peal heard.

UPDATES

® The Hame Office /s thresteming (o deport Mirs
Santosh and ber nwa childran of Haounsiow West
Londan because it claims that she was not ‘head
af household” when she came to this country nwo
years ago and that she praciised ‘materal decep-
tion”.

Their ‘proof’ is Mrs Santosh’s involuntary
residence with fer brother-in-law By whom she
had two chifdren after the death of her cwn hus-
Band and from whom, she says, she received only
violence and abuseé.

The focal Law Contre has now taken up Adrs
Santosh's case and she has been granted exira
time to challenge the depariation threat,

Protosts against the racist and sexist immigra-
tion laws should be made from black, anti-racist,
wamen's, trade union and Labour Parly organisa
tions,

Wiite protests to: Timoathy Raison, Home Of-
fice, Queen dnne’s Gate, London SWIT.

® Mohinder Singh came to Britain in the early
sevantiag, is married with two children who
were both born here.

In early November 1981, while coming
back from London he was stopped by police
on the motorway. He continued his journey
but half an hour later was stopped again and
arrested as an alleged ‘illegal’ entrant.

Tha Home Office is now trying to deport
Mohinder to India — away from his family.

This flagrant use of police computer files
must be stopped.

Public meating Birmingham: Saturday &
March at 4pm, The Ark, Cavendish Road
Community Centre, Cavendish Road, Rattan
Park.

Contact the defence committee at 346
Soho Rd, Birmingham 20 or phone 557 4675,
® SOME of the crreumstances surrounding the
kilfing of Terance Aday in South London are
emerging at the trial at the Ofd Bailey af 15 black

ot
% The defence is claiming that the pub which
was attacked prior to Terry Mey's death was an
arganising centre of National Front forays into the
focal bfack community.




By Toni Gorton

IN A FURIOUS exchange last week Tory

Employment Secretary,

MNorman Tebbit accus-

ed Tony Benn of creating a "time bomb of dis-
sent and encouraging wild expectations'

among youth,

y In reply Benn came back: ‘What are these
wild expectations? We are a rich country ... is it
a wild expectation that people should have the

right to work?’

In & further statement
Tony Benn declared that
“the real cnme is that three
millich people are out of
work and that while the
Cabjnet  is  spending
£10bn on Trident, it leaves
young people to rotan the

The lobby. and rally
highlighted the dangers
faced by young people
under. this Tory govern-
ment,

They  showed
young people face:
® unemployment rising to

that

Photo: JOHN HARAIS
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”'Tories leave young p'ébple to rot’

T e T e T e R

and despite the efforts of
socialists to channel the
anger of youth into posi-
tive political channels, the
real danger of a repetition
of last summer's urban
unrast on the other.”

Four main demands
were made of the govern-
ment: trade union rates of
pay far trainess;
guaranteed jobs at the end
of the scheame; free travel
to work for ¥ OPs: and five
weeks paid holiday a year,

Youth don'thave to be
‘trained” 1o sweep floors
and wash dishes which is
what many of them do

unchallenged. :
If the bosses are paid

to  hire  neon-unionised
young workers in place of
unionised warkers, then
tha affects will be enor-
mous, both for the super-
axploited youth and the
organised strength of the
working class.

Already  government
wage cutting over the last
two years threaten 1o
reduce real income to 40
per cent of 1930 levels,

Immediate tasks for
the forthcoming LPYS
conferance to defend the
rights of youth and the

streels.’ : 50 per cent in some areas under the YOPs. trade unionz include:
This confrontation beat- ® government subsidy to They need genuineskill  ®a massive campaign to
ﬁeu the pu]:mi-ats n:}:j r:e the bassrils which r:a-r!~ i e, e training on soclally useful  recruit young unemployed
ry government and the  courages them to pay their A projects — building the  into the unions;
Labour |sft arose from the  young workers less than Atthe YOFS by an <3 ¥e m’:” schools, hospitals, homes @ the right of trainees to
3000 strong youth lobby of  F40a'week, in somecases @ militanisetion  through  security unless youth 9o possibility of more innerci-  and railways, glect their own represen-

parliament on 25 February

as litzle as £10.

army-run holiday camps

an training schemeas,

ty unrest was pointed out;

The trede unions have

tatives;

organised by the Labour ®risk of physical harm for the young In the declaration . You seern to be wan-  to recognise the threat to @the LPYS to lead the
Party Young Socialists  because trainees aren't unempioyed. presented to Employment  ting to guarantee social  the working class as &  lsbour movement cam-
and the YOP Trainges  covered by the Health and ® cconomic  compulsion  Secretary Morman Tehhit upheaval and a sharp rise  whole if the union-busting  paign for unionisation of

Rights Campaign.

What's the truth

Safety at Work Act.

by withdrawal of social

on behalf of the lobby, the

and,

in strikes on the one

tactics of the Tories are

¥OPs.

ST SAVIOUR'S Junior School in Toxteth
reopened an 1 March amid a welter of publici-
ty. As pupils and their parents walked the
gauntlet of security guards, the new head-
master., Arnold Cowman, was sworn in a5 &
‘disciplinarian with a will of iron’.

What's the truth about St Saviours? Is
Sharon Walker really the ‘big, black and reslly
nasty ' TT-vear ofd, the ‘Miss Big who ran a reign
of terror’ as described by the Daily Star? Or has
the gutter press embarked on a campaign of
racist, anti-working class lies designed to
prepare the way for more polfice repression?

MARK TURNBULL, a teacher. and PAUL
ADAMS, & parent — both from the Toxteth
grea — give their views.

about St Saviour's |

QVER tha past forinight, Stories  about = ‘mini-
the local and national mafias’ and protection
media have unleashed  rackets are the work of the
anothar witch-hiznt  lurid - imagination  of the
against the Toxteth guitter press,

district of Liverpoal. Tha
immedigte targets are the
pupils of St Saviour's
Junior School and their
parents. But it was an ex-
cuse. for a more general
argy of slander and abuse
against the area.

Last summer’'s
rabaliion was a clear warn-
ing to the government and
local authority that the
people of Toxteth,
especially the vouth, were
not prepared 10 accept the
burden of the present
BCONOMIC crisis.

Incidents that are com-
monplace in any school —

A more credible picture
emerged  from the
February Sunday Times
which explained that bla-

ming - the children or
pErents was pointlass,
The Sunday Times

pointed out that in the im-
mediate period leading up
to the disturbances thare
WEs @ Severe crisis in staff-
ing which was not dealt
with by the local autharity.

Last summer six ex-
perienced teachers left the
school and ‘were not
replaced by permanent
staff. In Dacember the
school secratary — a per-

son vital to the running of
the school — was sevaraly
imjured and the new depu-

fighting and bullying
have been distorted out of
all proportion,

REVOLUTION 20
now out

Articles on ®Poland ®El Salvador
® YOPS e@disarmament @ Labour Party
@ rail ® engineering

Reveolution iz indispensible to winning yvouth to the
fight for socialism, All Socialist Chalfange readers
and sugporters should think abour selling Revoly-

ton — at work ar college, at vour wmon
branch or vour local Labour Farty.

Subscrpbion for sie months £1.50 fora vear £3. Bulk
orders avaiable on sale or raturn, phone Rove Youlh on
07-358 5371 or write to Revolution, PO Box 50, Landan
NTa2xe

Sharon Walker —

victim of racist guiler press

ty head also wenl on sick
leave,. ;

This left the head — a
parsan already suffering
from high blood pressure
— taking on full-tfime
teaching, =upervision of

school lunches amd the
headmaster's respon-
sibilities as well,

Again, the Sundav

Tirmes debunked another
myth when it described
Sharon  Walker as a
‘bright, highly imaginative
11 yaar olgwhn is good at
games’.

Sharan’'s mather, who
15 unemployed and trying
to bring up. four children
by herself, finds it incredi-
ble that if the charges
made by the Daify Star
were true that she has
never been contacted by
the school

Claims that school
violence follows under-use
af the cane can't be pur-
gued in this caose. St
Saviour's hit the headlines
in 1977 for being a school
thet used the cane. Rather
it is clear that caning caus
ed viglence in the schoal.

Tom Scott, of the
Society of Teachr-—= Dp-
posed to Physical . sh-
ment, told us: ‘In the inci-
dent that sparked off the
rict in the school seven
children had been sub

" jected to a mass caning.

“We have information
that this iz not the first
time groups of children
have been caned.’

Both teachers  and
council officials knew that
trouble had been building
up in the weeks leading up
1o tha Kalf term but many

parents only*got to know
abaout it on the television
naws. This was duea to the
lack of communication
between the school and
parents,

Some parents had
begun to organise the
parents’ association but
had received little en-
thusiasm from the head
master,

Az wall as the smears
against St Saviour's, the
local paper has wagad a
consistent cempaign - of
charecter assgssination
against members of the
Liverpool 8 Defence Com-
mittee,

The fear in the com-
rmunity is that there is a
deliberate  campaign 1o
justity any action that the
police and the autharity
might taka in the coming

manths. y

In an artempr to deflect
blame from the Tary
government and the
Liberal Council, the media
have yet agein used the
accusdation that left wing
groups have stirred up
trouble.

MNathing is said about
the trouble caused by
Thatchar's policies. Since
she made Michael
Heseltine the Minister of
Merseyside, he has stood
by his pledge that the pro-
blems will not be solved by
spending money.

Indeed he has cut back
on Liverpool as much as
anywhere else. £25m in
grants are to be cut, two
thirde of which are to
come from aducation.

Liverpool branch
secretary of tha Mational

Union of Teachers, Jim

Ferguson, said:  "We
thought after the riotls the
council would see that we
need extra help in these
areas, but just the reverse.
They are taking teachers
out.’

Mot surprisingly, the
branch recently voted to
take industrial action
against the Liberal-
controlled council's policy
on relief teachers.

A meeting has been ar-
ranged  between  the
parents and council of-
ficialz on the first day back
after the holidays, but it is
already clear that Tory and
Liberal proposals of more
cuts, more discipline and
more  police, offer no
answer to the problems
facing the working people
and vouth of Toxteth.
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Gentral American

intervention

By Paul Lawson

THE UNITED STATES is re-doubling its
preparations for possible military action in
Central America and the Caribbean. When the
new Nicaraguan ambassador to the United
States presented his credentials to President
Reagan last week, Reagan took the unheard-of
step of launching into a tirade against him,
threatening all kinds of possible consequences
if Nicaragua didn’t ‘shape up’.

In particular, Reagan
stated that the United
States was ‘Dissatisfied’
with the ‘human rights’
parformance of
Micaragua, in particular in
relation to the ‘private sec-
tor of the sconomy’ and
the Miskito indians,

As  Megan  Martin
FEQOrLE ON page seven, the
izsue of the Miskito in-
dians is being used by
reactionary forces both in-
sida and outside
Nicaragua 1o whip up
hrystaris. against the San-
dimsta government.

Fate

The LUS's concem with
the fate of the ‘privale sec-
tor’ — ie; the increasingly
digioval remnants of the
Nicaraguan bourgedisia —
reguires no great explana-
tion, The US is always
concerned for the “human
rights” of capitalists!

Pay your money and take your choice

Ey Bob Pannington

YOUu CAN  stop
moaning about the
exorbitant cost of
nukes. The Reagan

administration  has
offered the British
government a real

bargain. We can now
buy the US Trident
D5 missiles at knock-
down prices which
start at around
£200-£300m in 1383-84
and will reach the
modestsum of £800m
by 18967-88, cutting
our ‘missile bill to a
mere £8000m.

Im arder to take advan-
tage of this super-sales
bargain wa might have 1o
give up a few luxurias As
Mrs Thatcher -- that pru-
dent housekeeper for Bri-
8in's purse — never tires
of teling us, there is only
s0- much money and it
must be spent wisely and
well

Cost

So with guided
missiles coming in at £85m
dpiece — alittle maore than
the cost of thrae hospitals
with 1000 beds each
clearly we can't waste the

_ FReagan's direct warp-
Ing o MNicaragua is part
and parcel of the pro-
paganda offensive being
waged againzt tha revalu-

tionary forcee in  the
region, and has to be saan
inthe fight of the extensive
military preparations being
made by exile forces in co-
operation with the
American, Honduran,
Guatamalan and Argenti-
nian governments ?or ]
possible invasion of the
country.

In addition ta the
preparations being made
for possible military action
against  Nicaragua, the

EL SALVADOR SOLIDARITY
DEMONSTRATION

To coincide with the gavernment's
fraudulent elections
Sunday 28 March
Assemble Speakers Corner | pm
March to rally in Trafalgar Square

money on - extras ke
thesea,
When a Tomado dir-

craft costs £10m yvou: can
hardly expect the govern
ment 1o lash-that armount
aut on 832 houses.

Next time you have 1o
fork out Christ knows How
much fara train tnp con-
sole yourself with. the
kniowledge that instead of
56 advanced passenges
traing:  at Fl40m.. the
government has  wisely
opted 1o nvest the F140m
on-a- nuclear hunter killer
submaring,

Mr Murdoeh's Sunday
Times is very excited at Mr
Reagan's February sales
offer and even thinks Mrs
Thatcher could present it
g5 EEcuring.- or. avan
creating - jobs “in Britain.'
With the redunidancies Mr
Murdoch 1= planning
among his staff he pro
bably thinks a few rew
jobs wiould not go smiss

Mind you, if D5 starts
doing what it was made
for, the fast thing we nead
worry about s whether or
nat same Brtish company
is getling a piece of the ac-

JoBs
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United States has revealed
in the past week that war
ships have been sent to
the waters off El Saivador,

An electronic
survaillance ship has been
sent o manitor
developmeants in the war,
Cbviously the intercepted
radio messages from the

werrillas won't be kept for
the consumplion of the
ClA, but passed on to the
American  advisors who
currently provide ten per
cant of the Salvadorean
officer corps for use in the
VVET.

Force

The US is also sending
a naval task force, the first
ship of which is the
dastroyer LUSS Deyo, to
the Gulf of Fonseca bet-
ween Nicaragua and El
Selvador. The task of this
force will be to interrupt
arms supplies going 10 the
Salvadorzan guerrilla
movament.

In his speech to this
week’s meeting of the
Cryganisatian of American
States Heagan revegled
that a third of tha total aid
going to the Carbbean
hasin from the US this
year will go 1o El Salvadar,

Reagan’s. speech was
describad in advance as
putting forward a mult-
million aid-schame for the
darea. It turnad out 1o be
the  @gnnouncement of
Reagan's war-chest io
kegp communism at bay.

For the United States

tign  frem Reagan’s
ruclear weapons.

Anyhow tha benefits
do not lie n job creation.
Surely Mrs Thatcher has
explained ofters thal the
last thing she wanls s
ovarstaffad industries.
That is whiy nutty schemes
1o build more Rospitals,
scnools, trains - busas and
other such social Juxuries
are oul. They not only
pamper people bt
because they are labour in-
tensive they create more
jobis:

Vhat ‘is. the use of
warking for nearly thres
waars to get all those peo:
pie on- the dole, only to
spoil it by setting them
back to work again?

Cash

EVILRE Iy d L T L iad F ikl T8
— that's different, The
cash goes inlo capital n-

tensive industry  whare
profits. are high and
souphisticate  technology

replaces lahour, Britain is
finally getting its priorities
right — mora and more
oy far nuclear
waapons, bigger profits
for the arm's manufag
turers, and no lancy lax-
uries  like welfare and

the missiles—

and the reactionany forces
in El Salvador the March
elections: provide s last
dasparate attlempt 1o pro-
vide the ragime with some
legitimacy. Britain is to
send two observers to
follow the alactions. while
mary other countriss have
refused — a clear indica-
tion of the support which
the Thatther governmant
glves 1o Reagen's central
Amearican policy

One of the
demands  of

central
the El

freaith.

And it the nice
resgrve. army of labour
that has now been

croated gets too uppity,
we can always go 10
Reagan for neutran
bombs &t &  no.
nonsense, knock down
price,

Salvador  demonstration
on 28 March will ba thar
Britain  dissociate  itsalf
from US policy and follow

the example of France and
Mexica in recognising the
FOR/FMLN  forces as
legitimate political forces.

OUT NOW!

International Marxist
Review

English language theoretical
journal of the Fourth International

First issue includes Emest Mandal on Poland and
the hureaucracy, Daniel Bensaid on the OCL Claude
Gabrial an nec-colonialis: - Sowvial influence in
black Africa, Mandeland Ross on the Fourth Inter
national and a long editorial on problems of the Cen-
tral Amarican revalution.

£1.25 pér copy. Swhscriptions {3 Esies per year)
£4.50, €71 or equivalent Send chogues postal
erders, fnternational money orders to Internationl
Marxist Review, PO Box 50 London W7 2XP
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aragua:

the threat

By Megan Martin

IN RECENT weeks the international press has
carried reports of alleged massacres of Miskito
Indians by Sandinista troops in the north-
eastern part of Nicaragua.

The bourgeois press has scarcely reported
the denials of these claims by the Nicaraguan
and Honduran authorities, and the UN Com-
mission on refugees. Instead there have been
further stories of an offensive begun by the
Sandinistas to foil a plan by the Miskitos to

secede.

What is really happening on Nicaragua's
Atlantic coast? What is going on round the

border with Honduras?

Part of the answer is

simple. Bands of ex-
Somocista Marional
Guards. — trained in
Florida — are operating

frem camps in Honduras.
They have carmed oul a
string of murders, rapes,
robberies  and  kidnapp-
ings. Mo one denies tha
existence of these bands.

The Morth American
connection is also clear. &
new training camp for
MNicaraguan and Cuban ex-
iles seeking to overthrow
those governments was
opened with & public
celebration in Florida on 27
December,

Some sections of the
Honduran army have bean
operating with the
counter-revolutionaries.
On 29 December a Hon-
duran army plane crashed
at Puerto Lempira,  just
outside  Micaragua on
Honduras' Atlantic coast.
Among those on the plans
was Steadman Fagoth, a

e r . 3
M_a'skr'm rdians: i
MNicaragiia

former leader of
Micaragua's Miskito
population and now in gx-
ile.

The Mickitos are the
largest of three Indian
groups — the other two
ara the Sumos and the
Ramas — which, along
with  black,  English-
speaking descendants of
slaves, make up the ma-
jority of the population of
Nicaragua's Atlantic
coast. .

This 'coast’ cOMprises
the entire sastern 56 per
cant of the country but has
only nine per cent of the
population. It s a totally
separate reality culturally,
linguistically, politically
and historically,

The Atlantic coast was
never affected by the
Spanish Conguest which
took place in the rest of
the region in the 16th ¢cen
tury. The first visitors of
gny number or frequency
were English buccansers.

of counter-
revolution

Later, tha English
astablished sugar planta-
tions and lumber ceamps in
the area and, after their
capture of  Jamaica,
brought in thousands of
black slaves to work. The
cdastal arsa, known as
Mosquitia, became a
Britich protactorata.

On the Pacific side,
Nicaregua gained its in
dggendence from Spain in
1821, and, after a short
time as part of the United
Province of Ceantral
America, it bacama an in-
depandent nation in 1828.
In 1860, England withdrew
tha status of ‘protectorate’
for the Mosguitia and the
areg beceme @ ‘reserve’
under Nicaragua with the
right of self-government.

But, in the last years of
the 19th century, as US
mining, timber and
banana interssts grew in
the area, a declaration of
the ‘Reincorporation of
the Masquitia” was made
by the pro-US President of
Micaragua, Zelaya.

The indigenous people

have never sinceg reall
recogrsed  the 3r‘t|‘fu:lla
territorial boundaries

created by the Buropeans
and ‘The Mosquitia® ex-
tended well into what is
now Honduras. Paople
freely crossed the Hio
Coco and families lwved
and farmed on both sides.

All during the
Somcocista  years  the
Atlantic coast was more or

sed as a2

pawn by counter-
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less. ignored by the
Managua government.
Even the presence of the
MNational = Guard was
limited. Somoza’s intarest
in the area was concen-
trated on a propaganda
campaign, encouraged Dy
the US, to convinge the
coastal people that their
greatest enermy was Cuba,

“War Games" were haid
in the area, supposadly in
preparation for a Cuban
attack, The culmination of
all this was the launching
of the Bay of Pigs opera-
tion from Puerto Cabezas
in 1961,

Victory

Immediately after the
victory, the few American
companigs still operatin
on the coast either pulle
out or were nationalised,
The new government was
faced with factories and
machinery in disrepair,
unavailability of spare
parts, and a lack of trained
managaemaeant and
techmical perscnnel. And
the population’'s low
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palitical CONSCIOUSNEss
meant they were unwill-
ing 1o undergo the wait or
the sacrifices necessary 1o
turn things around.

This, combined with
some serious mistakes on
the part of the San-
dinistas, has created con-
siderable problems on the
coast. Probably the big-
gest mistake, now readily
admitted by the San-

was also identiflad as hav-
ing bean an informer for
Somora’s sacurity force.
But as far as the local peo-
ple were concerned he
was their leader and they
protested his arrest.
Finally, the govern-
ment freed him and within
a few days he had crossed
over into Honduras. He
contingead ta influence the
coastal people — mostly

narth, only the hourgeois
opposition paper, La Pren-
£a, arrives.

Yet the achievements
of the Sandinistes in two
yedrs, given the tremen-
dously limited resources,
are considerable, Villages
are receiving medical pro-
vigion for the first time.
Ower 12,000 adults learned
to raad and write in the re-
cent literacy campaign in

dinistas, was in neming to through the radio station,  the local languages af
the Council of State, Radio 15 de septiembra, Miskita, Sumo, English
Steadman  Fagoth, a  operated by the Somocis-  and Spanish. The San-

voung Miskito leader.

Fagoth was répresen-
ting the indigenous organ-
isation, ISLURASATA
(Miskita, Rama, Sumao
and Sandinista together)
which haz been formed
with the encouragement
of the FELN after the wic-
tory. Through this action
the Sandinistas helped to
make Fagoth a hero to the
Miskito people.

Then in February 1981
Fagoth and other leaders
of MISURASAT A were ar-
rested, Fagoth was accus-
ed of fostering counter-
ravoiutionary plans and

te counter-revolutionaries
in Honduras.

Combat

Its  broadcasts are
received  all along  the
coast and there s no effeg
tive combat to this pro-
paganda.  Communica-
tions media is almast non-
existant. Blusfislds is the
anly place an the Atlantic
coast with telephone and
television (which is receiv-
ed principally from Costa
Rical.

There are no  local
newspapers and, in the

dinistas a&re completing
the first road to link the
country's  two  coasts.
Many municipalities are
receiving electricity for the
first time.

The revolution is strug-
gling to maat the neads of
tha indigenous peopla but
tha need for a8 military
prasence  against  the
countar-revolutionary sc-
tivity heightens the wvery
regl dangers for the people
there. The Nicaraguans
have called for interna-
tioral observers to go into
the area and tell the world
the real situation.

Stop Reagan!

ON 7 JUNE Ronald Reagan
comes to Britain.

This is the man whao is trying to ‘save’
El Salvador from communism — by pro-
pping up the most barberous and corrupt
milftary regirme in Central Amarica and,
ag he made clear in his speech last
Wednesday to the QOrganisation of
Amarican states, by flattening its people
with American mifitary might.

This iz the man who has launched 2
new Brms rece on the world by boosting
American military spanding by seven per
cent each year, to the point where by
1834 fiis administration will have spent
orre and a hall trillion doltars on arms
34 per cent of its entire budget.

This iz tha man whao is demanding
that American Cruise missifes should be
used to turn Britain-inte the biggest air
craft carrier in history, and who wanis (o
make Eurgpe the cockpft of 8 harnifying
nuclear conflagration.

This iz the man who has faonched
rmanetarism an American working peo-
ple, imposing curs as wvicious as Thar-
cher’s and Doosting unemployment to
EEVErT o,

Reagan, lika Tharcher, 1s a rich per-

£0n's ruler. 88 per cent of the tax benefits
he enacted through Cangrass will benefit
families earning more than $20,000 and
two thirds of his cuts in social benefits
will he taken from farmilies poorer than
this, according to the New York Herald
Tribune.

Thatcher and Reagan are the terrible
nwins of imperiaism. Thatcher has
thrown Britain four square behind
Reagan’s proposals for a Rapid Deploy-
ment Force to oul dovn world revolu-
tion. Hers /s the only European
government to lend support to the
phany elections being sponsored by
Reagan in & Salvador on 28 March.

Reagan’'s wisit will be used lo con
sofidate the ‘special relationship® bet-
waeen the British and American govern-
menis — a relationship which means
Bombs not Jobs for hundreds of millions
af working peaple the warld over.

Give the man a warm welcaome. The
Graater London Council of Trades Coun-
cils haz called for & demonstration
against him on 7.Juna in London.

Let’s make it the biggest
demonstration a visiting
head of state has ever seen.
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By Alan Freeman

(All quotations taken from
Fleet Street coverage of the
Toxteth school riot)

The world is today in
uproar over revelations
that rebellion in riot-torn
Britain is being
fomented by an
anonymous 50 year old
schoolgirl. Fleet Street
has refused to speak out
for fear of reprisals. But
this week, in an ex-
clusive exposé, we
name the tiny tot behind
the terror: HER NAME
IS MARGARET THAT-
CHER

This hooligan in blus chiffon and
her craw of infant muggers plan to
hold the entire country to ransom.

"My children tell me it is ona par-
ticular group wha are causing all the
trouble, led by a very tough girl,” said
a terrified mum. 'She beals up other
kids, thumps them until they do what
she says,” said another too scared o
be named,

From her Downing Street hideout
‘Iron Maggie' is plotting har latest
coup, code-namad ‘Budget’,

Classmate ‘Tiny' Rowland and his
squad of bankers, bribed to the gills
on the proceeds of property looted
from the ill-fated Amarzsham school,
plan to bankrupt the nation’s parents
with insatiable demands for cash for
their bloated lockers.

Bootboy Tebhit will then kick off a
new wave of vandalism as hordes of
Blue-helmeted six-year olds, egged
on by ringleader *Judge Oread’ Denn-
ing, descend on Britain's factories in
helicopters and larres, armed to the
teath with iron bars and wearing
balaclavas, tesr the machinery to hite
and drive off with thair loot to
destinations unknown.

Despair reigns. The whole class

lives in terror,” explained a teacher.
‘My ten-year old zon stale £10 from
his father ta pay off the protection,’
said one distraught mother.

Schoolchildren who do not fall in
line are to be herded into military-style
‘holiday camps’ as slave labour, or
rounded up by mini-mafioso Jim
‘mad monk" Prior and sent to Ireland
to starve snd beat their friends to
death.

Law-abiding citizens are oulrag-
ed. “Viglence must bs met with
violence,’ said Anthony Steen, Tory
Mi;fnr Wavertree next to riot-hit Tox-
Tetn.

But teachers and perents alike are
living in the icy grip of fear. The
diminutive . despot’s  leading hen-
chman ‘Environment’ Minister
Heseltine, who prides himself on his
apeman image — is already ransack-
ing classrooms, burming books,” and
knocking down buildings.

Drunk with power, he plans to
double his demands on the antire
travalling folk of London. Classmate
‘Splderman’ Parker has been narrow-
Iy prevented from closing down the
entire railway nataark of the country,

But the mini-hoodums’ plans
have a sinister background. Wa can
now revesl that they are manipulated
by shadowy oulside forces seeking
world domination,

Defence Minister ‘Nott of the
Fourth', Maggie's chief protec-
tioneer, has swung a daring secret
deal with cowboy adventurer Ronald
Reagan, self-styled President of
America. In a breathtakingly am-

bitious scheme = code-named
‘Trident’ — the duo plan io =ell off all
Britains howsses, schools and

hospitals at knock down prices in
return for the most gigantic arsenal of
firewarks  ever assembled in one
place.

Coma November Iron Maggie and
her chums will board a Frﬁddgle Laker
Jumbo, fly off to a Caribbean tax
haveny, and blow the country to
kingdom come.

We say ‘Stop them now!’

Riot Budget-we
name the culprit

e

The extortionists

Britain's managers —
the right to rob

Three per cent rises are extor-
tionate, says British Rail chief
Parker. He knows all about axtor-
tion, with a £60,000 salary. Man-
power Services chief David
Young only manages & meagra
£16.50 per hour — more than his
YOPs trainees gat each week,

But top prize goss to British
Oxygen's David Giordano, whose
private company brings him ten
times as much as his poverty-
stricken nationalised Industry
pals. His recent 76 per cent pay
rise will gross him £477,100 per
vear.

The Tory Party is a caring par-
ty. and a glaring injustice will ba
corrected whan the nationalised
industries are sold off. This
measure won't do much to in-
troduce free competition — Gior-
dano’s company salls 87 per cent
of all industrial gases marketed in
the UK. But we can rest safeinour
beds, confident that every single
one of Britain’s ten thousand tap
managers will soon be free to rip
us off by a cool half million every
yaar.
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The banks

Top of the pile are Britain's banks.
They have really dona well aut of
Thatcher's government, with
£5bn in profits during 1980 — a rise
of sixty per cent over 8 year and
double 1978 profits. Barclay's
bank, with extensive dealings in
South Africa, is now the biggest
in the world.

One third of all industry is now

controlled by the four clearing

banks, seven Insurance com-
panies and nine merchant banks.
MNationalisation of the banks is
feraciously opposed by the
Tories.

Britain’'s investors —
the right to shirk

The seventy-five thousand richest
people in Britain get a toral of
£1,000 million each year — anough
to build forty hospitals — and they
don’t have to lift a finger for it. It
comes from ‘investments’ — that
is, from your labour,

_The top ten thousand take =
third of this total. They are the
ones who made the Amersham In-
ternational killing — aided by their
Tory friends. But this is just the tip
of the icebery. When the pickings
from the sale of nationalised in-
dustries are up for grabs these
parasitas stand to make wp fo
£3.000 million in & few days’ deal-
ings.

2=

The press is rife with
speculation about the
budget. Will Howe cut
taxes? Will he reflate?
One thing is sure: work-
ing people will get
nothing from him.

The Tories came to of-
fice claiming they would
cut taxes. But their own
Tax and Price Index
shows what has happen-
ed: taxes have gone up
for all but the very rich
from a quarter to a third
of gross earnings, so that
living standards have
dropped dramatically.
Howe wants to repeat
this ‘achievement’. Brian
Grogan looks at the
background,

Last year production fell by 15 per
cent — the biggest drop-in history.
With the economy inching out of
racassion, it is obvious that Tory
regret is sheer hypocrisy. In 1981 pra-
fits, productivity and unemployment
all went up while real wages and
public sactor spending went down.

The segret was not Howe's
budget but mass unemployment. The
Manpower Services Commission has
confirmed the TUC's estimate of four
million out of work.

The fact is that unemplayment is
the only way the Taries know 1o get
productivity up. Last vear this rose by
nearly ten per cent in manufacturing.
Labour costs per unit of outpur,
which were rising by 25 per cent a
year in 1880, are now rising by only 2
per cent per year, Both these figures
are better thap any of Britain's rivals
including Japan.

But tnis wasn't dane by improving
Britain’s machinery, Manufacturing
Investment s twenty par cent down
on 1980 and still falling. /t was done
an the backs of the working class.

Hours warked per week have risen
by eight per cent and if overtime was
ehminated 880,000 jobs would be
crested. VWage rises warelass than six
per ceant in private industry.

In short, you worked harder — if
you had a jobb — and got fess.

This is why last year saw the
beginning of 3 turn around in profits
which collapsed in 1980, with & £3bn
deficit. In the first six manths of 1381
Eritish companies got a £1bn surplus.

These are real gains — but they
are incredibly modest. In the |ast
quarter of 1981 the rate of return on
capital — which decides whether
capitalists invest of not — was a mera
2.25 per cent, compared with 5.4 per
cent in 1978 and 8.8 per cent in 1971,
And Thatcher's burning problem is
thar she must reverse @ long-term

Britain is run by millionaires.

A tightly-interlocking pyramid
of wealth and power is headed up
by the Tory government itself. No
less than ten Cabinet ministers
have personal fortunes worth
over a million pounds, and three
othars are not far off.

Their cash comes from two
main sources: inherited wealth,
such as Baron Carrington’s family
fortunes — or money conned
through investment and share
dealing, like Peter Walker's.

But the end result is the same
— they live off the fruits of vour
labour, and they will do anything
they can:d# keep the money com-
ing in farMem and their friends,

Millionaire’s cabinet

by helding you down and shaking
you till you rattie.

These are the real wreckers,
Remember their names:
Margaret Thatcher
Lord Carrington
Keith Josep
Michael Hasaltine
William Whitalaw
Francis Pym
Peter Walker
lan Gilmour
Lord Soames
Gearge Younger

Paar Margaret Thatcher is not
vat a millionaire. But never mind
— her husband Dennis iz worth a
cool £3 million and a director of
three companies in the Castral
group.




decling in productivity campared with
Britain's rivals, that has been going
on since the war.

The obvious way to deal with this
would be through planned invest-
ment to raise productivity without
destroying jobs. But this is unaccep-
table 1o Thatcher's cronies. The anly
way they know to sclve their pro-
blems is to bash the working class.
But  will workers take further
punishment? This is what the Tory
‘debate’ is about,

As the economy moves inio up-
turn, however maodest, the Taries-are
haunted by the question: will workers
grab back everything they lost, as
they did atter 19787

The signs are not good for That-
cher. She has won major confronta-
tions, 85 in Fords and Leyland, only
hecause the union leaders scabbed.

When they couldn't get away with a
hetrayal — as with the traindrivers —
she had to retreat, And this is the root
of the problem,

Thatcher wants Howe to pump a
madest £3bn into the economy as
proposed by the CBL. She specially
wants the money to go inlo capital
expenditure projects that will put new
windfalls in the way of her cronias in
the gonstruction industry. :

She is terrified that even a mild
reflation will ancourage wage
demands. Yet if the economy isn't
boosted enough, British industry
won't be able to take advantage of
any expansion in world trade and
reverse  postwar economic  trends.
This is why the CBl is worried.

But the ‘wets’ propose something
of a different order. They want up to
f£6bn to go into the economy, it-

Sir Keith Joseph

An arch-defender of private enter-
prise  against the unions. g he
should he — with 500,000 shares in

the huilding firm Bovis,

ching everything Thatcher has fought
for. They are worried that the four
millicn unemployment figures have
not broken the working class's
fighting strength, and fear that fur-
ther pumshment will leed to confron-
tation. They sae last summer's youth
rabellions as just a hint of what is to
COITHE,

Does this mean Ted Heath is the
workers’ friend? Mot at all. He wants
to back off today to come back
tomorrow. He thinks it's safer than
rigking the whole system.

But his answer is unacceptlable at
this stage to the bosses. A retreat
would lose valuable time and waste
the ulppnrrunities created by the
FECESSION,

In other words, whatever the out-
come of the budget, Thatcher’s thug-
gery will go on until she is booted out,

Index rises 15.6pc
RETAIL PRICES/TAX AND PRICES

percentage change over 12 months

So% 22

o % :

— 18
TP

14

"--.-n""""1 0

I T s e &

| |
1878 1880 1881

The Government’s tax and price index (TPI) has risen
15.6 ﬂer cent over the last vear. This is the amount by
which wages would have to increase to maintain the
purchasing power. The TPI measures not only
movements in prices (the retail price index rose 12 per
cent in the last year) but changes in direct taxes as well.
It reflects the fact that the Chancellor did not increase

rsonal allowances in line with inflation in his last

udget, as well as the increase in employees’ national
insurance contributions.

ilfiam Whitalaw
Inherited a farmily fortune from steel
and coal. owns 5,000 acres of in-
dustrial land in Scotland, and a farm
near Penrith.

Lord Cerrington

When he told Zimbabwe's landless
poor that he too ‘used to be & farmer’
he modestly Torgot to tell them how
big his farm was. It"s worth £2 million,
He is also a former director of
Barclay's Bank, Rio Tinto Zinc and
many others whose massive
African  investments  were  well
protected by his foreign policies.

Michael Heselting

His keenness for council house sales
falls into perspective when we look at
his source of income — shares now
estimated to be worth over £1 million
in the Haymarket trust, made from
property and publishing.

Peatar Walker
HAemember the Slater-Walker scan-
dal? Guess who Walker was,
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evonangs and Thud mornings outside
Brixtian tube.

MNEWHAM: SC sold Sai 1lam 1o
naon, Queen's B MEL Upion Park.
PADDINGTOMN: 50 sold al Po-
tehello Red markel Sal af noos.
WEMBLEY: & sales Fri £.4%nm =1
Marth Wesmnhley BR Somina,

Ealing

T B CUalletis, Thanng Caoss K,
WL Paperback Baoks, Brixion nnd
Charlote Stz Kilburn  Bopkshep,
Kilburn High  Rond, MWa: The
Eroakplace, Pociham High S0, SE15.
Dooks  PMug, Lewisham; Balham
Food Coeop, Housmany, 5 Caledo-
man B, MU Compendiam, Canslu:
Towa NWE Orwl, Kemtish Toam:
Mew Beocen, Seven Sisers Rd, B4
The Cither Breakshop, 325 Upper S0,
Ml Baokmarks, Seven Sisters Hd,
s Centerprise. |26 Kingsland High
Sl B Dillings, OMC; Page Oue,
E15; The Ciher Baokshop, 128 {1n-
pe 51, Mir Rending Mntness, 'ﬂ.'mm
Cereen nexr 1o Sairshary™s; Village
Doaks, Sircatkam; Tethric Books,
Clapham, Paperback Cenlre, Hrs-
Loar; Oval tube kinsk .
EOUTHAMPTOMN: Tieoher Books,
Omalnw Road

YORE. Comnmnnily Books, Walm-
e

POSTERS: Cheap, good and fasn
Ohdder froan The Orher - Printshop,
O] 2364504

BEXIEM in Fdueatian, oy conlerance
arganisas by NATFHE Garmeral Studes
Warksheg, Ogen 10 @l o warking
with woung peuple, pm - 8am, Sanue-
Cay 1d° March. Jach  Askiey School,

Blacasiock R, Lendaa N&, Noarest

tube, “Finshury  Park.  Plagee b 9
maching materials for daplay. Crephe

Tacdities =~ contact Jill Simmes ar 00427
770 Entraviee £1 or Bln uracee.

TURKIEH wads vnicnists on tear.
Bemwean 26 March and 2 Al live
lebsing figures Troms tha Turkish tada
union feciraton DISE will taisr majes
ciligs m Britain ra mian supaart far e
92 eamcutive membars o4 DISK G-
renti an ol foe thes lvgs in Tuikoy
"u'llr mm in - Edirburgh,  Glasgow
Leegs, Shurflieded,
2, Bukoyor Lm el O

foir, Make sues vou oot
your o ApEnsed the i
Cirganised by Tarkay ok E
Py, DM Boe 565, London Wit
3
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Blacking — where
do you stand?

THE IDEA that sll economic disruption in
Poland only harms the ordinary people is con-
tradicted by Jaruselski trying to enforce a six
day week, while Solidarnosc is attempting to
disrupt production and call strikes.

True, the burcaucrats
deliberately create shor-
tages, but these are anly in
particular areas, designad
to fill the time that Polish
people would otherwise
spend building Solidar-
nosc. Thus, shortages ef-
fect every-day essentials.

Other kinds of
economic disruption make
the bureaucrats” problems
worss, hoth politically by
ingreasing the extent 1o
which it is necessary to hit
liwing  standards, and
economically through its
negative effect on the
Polish currency, magnify-
ing interest rates.

All this makes gues-
tions about when and
where to call strikes the
crucial ones for the Polish
workers. They have o
waigh-up the effects of an
action on the economy,
against the likely affects
on their own morale and
organisation.

This iz why Solidar-
nosc, at the same time as
caHm? for weorkers' bisck-

certain goods, also

for food aid. These
decisions are not always
as cut-and dry as in the
case of food aid — still
Solidarnose iz probably in
the best position to maka
them.

Mo way has this led
Solidarnosc to appesl to
Western governments for

boycotts these would
probably be indiscrimin-
ata, or reflect  the

preferences of Western
capital. Most important in

Poland and

Central America

IN continuing to build our campaign of
suppart to the Polish workers it's essen-
tal that we place this in the context of
the overall fight against imperialism and
suppart far the advance made by work-

ing people internationally.

Such s the scope of our Polish
coverage that it tends to overshadow
and aven challenge thar anti-imparialist
framework. A number of lssues hawve
fallerr as casuafties of this error. Our
coverage an the war drive generally and
ant CND in particular has virtually disap-

At the time of the 3rd enniversery of
the lranian revoiution and when im-
perfalism is intensifying its opposition to
the liberation movements in the Middle
East, Socialist Challenge has done little
ta countar the increasing wave of anti-

Arab propaganda.

I think 1t's very important for the
heroic resistance by the Polish workers
thar we see It a8 part of 3 single process
af worldwide social wpheaval
highest point of that is the advencing
sgocial revoiutions in Cantral America and
the Caribbean. Reagan’s astronomical
military budget for 1982 confirms the -
minence of direct US intervention into
the ragion, theraby threatening the big-
gest gaing madae by the internstions!

such appeals though is the
political  rala they would
play against Solidarmosc
by underlining Jaruzelski's
propaganda about
counter-revolution.

However, oppasition
to all workers’ blacking
SEEMmSs 10 F'EFSIS-I in
Socialist Challenge. Penny
Duggan's claim to endorse
the actions of the Massay
Ferguson waorkers' looks
vary much as though it
wag made to sweseten har
evaluation of the blacking
8s ‘corresponding more to
international workers'
solidarity than Cold War
propaganda’l

Any confusion on this
issue was ironed away by
Davy Jones' article last
wesk. In it he ominad
waorkers' blacking from a
list of solidarity tasks sat
for us by genuine Solidar-
nosc reps in Britain.

Most regrettable was
that Davy's incomplete list
was part of a reply to an
anti-Trotskyite witch-hunt
currently being conducted
by some pecple in the
Polish  Solidarity Cam-
paign. :

Piotr made it very claar
to the workers here at
Massey Ferguson that
workers' blacking s sup-
ported by Sclidarnose. Its
omission only hampers
our attempis 1o counter
this witch-hunt,

LES HARTOP,
ASTMS member at
Massey Ferguson's
Coventry.

| WRITE to correct 8 mis-
leading impressicn given
by last week's coverage on
Poland (Socialist
Challenge, 18 Februaryl.
Several pictures of
Solidarnosc members
Piotr Kozlowski and Marak
Garrtecki wara faatured —
including one of them
speaking at a Socialist
Challenge educational
school. Yet while one of
thie accompanying articles
called for opposition o 3
trade boycott, no mention
was made anywhera of
Piotr and Marek's appeal
for frade uniomists to con-
sider bfecking exports o
and imports from Foland.

I think Socialist
Challenge is right to op-
pose any suggestion of a
trade boycott by the im-
periglist governmants. |15
only purpose would be 1o
further distort the acong-
mic  development  of
Poland  (though  the
bureaucracy has already
done a pretty good job on
this in collaboration with
the Western banks), The
nationalised property rela-
tions, which socialists (like
Solidarnosc) defend as the

basis  for real workers'
planning, would be further
threatened. At the same
time ali talk of a trade
bovcott by the imperialists
has the purposs of whipp-
Ing up Cold War hysteria
1o hide theair oW
murderous etlacks on
working people — as in El
Salvador,

But trade union black-
ing i5 a wvery different
thing. 1t is a pofitical tactic
usad by ons group of
waorkers 88 8 focus and &
lever to advence the
demands of workers else-
where, Provided it is pos
ed in this way, as partof 2
campaign by workers in
Eritain to aid their class in
Poland — and this is how
Pior and Marek have
always presanted itin their
tours of Scotland — we
should have no reserva-
tions about endorsing
blacking a&s one tactic in
the fight against the
Jaruzelski regime,

MARTIN METEYARD
Glasgow

Ed note: Socialist
Challenge supports
workers’ blacking ac-

_—H-

tions in support of the
Polish workers insofar
as it is part of a broader
campaign of solidarity
actions, such as adop-
ting prisoners, twinning
workplaces, raising aid
for Solidarnosc, organi-
smg a political cam-
paign of support in the
iabour movement and
g0 On. .

Ve are against it ha-
ing elevatad to the cen-
traf demand of =solidari-
ty as it is not 8 demand
which is practically rele-

vant to . most British
workers, and can
become a substitute for
taking the other

solidarity actions outlin-
ad above, particularly if
it iz in any way confus-
ed with support for the
imperialists’ boycott
campaign.

We are totally op-
posed to any appeals to
the impﬂtlﬂ‘{lst govearn-
ments to boycott Polish
goods. The Woestern
govarnments are as
much tha anemy of the

Polish workers as
Jaruzelski and
Brezhnev.

Lete=letters.
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Write to SC letters, /o PO Box 50, London N1 2ZXP.

working class in aver 60 years.
Any criticism we may have of Cuba

framework.,

Sowet

echo it

The

Sheffield.

and Nicaragus, including on the issue of
Poland, iz subordinate to our commaon
fight against imperialism. The article by
Phit Hearse (SC 11 Fehl represented a
radical  departure  from  that

hasic

Aather than haifing the exemplary
strisggles of the Cuban and Micaraguan
people, Hearse's article was jaundiced
completely by the issue of Poland — a5 if
that was the determining factor in the
averall policles and objective position oc-
cupied by these rovalutions. It gave the
strong rmpression that 5C s retreating
from suppart to these embartfed revolu-
tlons at a time when they are most under
fire from our common enemy — That-
cher & Reagan.

The main theme of the Pentagon’s
ansfaught against Cuba and Nicaragua is
that they act as & surrogsle force for the
bureaucracy.
coverage has done lirtle to counter that
charge. Hearse's article simply helped to

Our

overal!

FAather than firing both harrals st
Nicaragua and Cuba because of their fine
ot Poland we should be devoting more
space 1o publicise their overwhelming
progressive policies. That tao, alongside
Sofidarnose, 5 the best advertisement
for socialisr in over twernly vears.

BRIAN LYONS,

Let's have
some
history

It's good 1o sea the
return of Argumaents for
Socialism as a regular
series. Hopefully the
Qur History series will
also be brought back.

It was very noticeable
for instance that Socialist
Challenge did not have an
article celebrating the an-
niversary of the Russian
Fevolution and explaining
its significance. That was
suraly an  opportunity
missed.

Az well a8 having ar-
ticies on the major events
of world history we need
to have articlies on the
history that is ‘forgotten’
or mystified by bourgeios
history. For instance naxt

Christmas why not junk-

the quiz and TV reviews
and hava an article on the
Christrmas truce of 1914 —
3 truce that was imposed
by thea rank and file
soldiers and led 1w a
vicious crackdown by the
high commands of both
e

WHEN TAD ks BalT A& ST
OF A LAD TURIMG THE GRLEAT
PEFRESSON HE WOLLD LEAP
O HIS BKE EVERY MORMING
AND RIPE ABDUT SO MILES T

OFTEMN HE WoULD MEET
SHIBHEATD TERBITS 0L tiAaN
AND THEY WoulLD Druhluss
THE FoASIBIUTY OF A RigdT
Wikl SFLIT FROM THE

Finally, and just as
vital, we should have ar-
ticles an the history of our
movameant. Thera are
comrades in our move-
memnt who are a living link
with the International of
Lenin and Troisky. They
represent the experience
of half a century of strug-
gle by the Trowskyist
rmovemant. We have a lot
to Iearn from that ex-
perignce. Qur sigter paper
in the United States, The
Militant, has a column call-
ed Our Revolutionary
Heritage — and that's ex-
actly what it is.

JACK LAVIN,
Mansfield.

A small
point...

| read your newspaper last
week with * interest
asnecially the articla antitl-
ed 'Tony Benn shifts on
Ireland’.

| think you should have
left the ¥ out of shifts.

SEAN McGUINNESS
HAYES. MIDDLESEX.




The

By George Barratt

he Trades
Disputes and

Trade Union Ac
of 1927

In 1927, the Conservative government of
Stanley Baldwin passed the Trades Disputes
and Trade Union Act in order to restrict the
powaers of the trade union movement. The Act
was the assertion of the authority of the Con-
servative government after the massive class
confrontation of the General Strike of 1926,

The 1927 Act was the
latest in a long series of
battles that had been
fought by the labour
movement since the repeal
of the anti-trade union
Combination Act in 1824,
During this period, tha
unions had increased
enormously in  strength,
but had faced continued
attempts to shackle that
strength in the courts and
in-Parllament.

The Trades Disputes
Act  declared  general
strikes illegal, and waorkers
taking part in such an il-
legal strike could be
sentenced 1o up to two
years in prison. Manage-
ment could sue unions for
damages in the law courts.
Civil service unions were
forbidden to affiliate to the
Trade Unlon Congreéss,
and restrictions were plac-
ed on picketing. Changes
in the conditions for pay-
ment of the political lewy
threatened the financing
of the Labour Party. A
whole series of rights that
had been won by the trade
union and labour move-
ment since the turn of the
CEMILIFY WEre SWapt away.

lllegal

Although it was still
possible to  strike  In
solidarity with workers in
the same industry, it was
declared illegal “to cosrce
the: government either
directly or by inflicting

hardship on the com-
munity’. This measure
complated the  process

which had started durin
the days of the Genera
Strike, when the High
Court Judge Mr Justice
Astbury had ruled that 'tha
so-called general strike
cafled by the Trade Union
Congress Council is illegal,
and persons inciting or
taking part in it are not
protected by the Trades
Disputes Act 1908." Such
a ruling increased tha
pressure on  the trade
union buregucracy, and
reinforced  their excuses
for not fighting.

Picketing was soverely
restricted by giving wider
powers to the police. The
legal definition of ‘in-
timidation” was widened,
and the police could act
against pickets if strike-
breakers were exposed to
‘hatred, ridicule, or con-
tempt’,

At the turn of the cen-
tury, the Taff Vele Railway
Company had sued a
railway union for dan‘ua_?es
resulting from a strike. The
crippling damages award-
ed by the High Court had
two effects on the trada
umion movement.

First it supported the
parliamentary Pressurs
group which subseguently
became the Labour Party,
and second it seeked a
changa in the legal status
of ‘trade unions; The
Trades Disputes Act of
1906 granted trade unions
immunity from being sued
in the law courts as a result

1919 police strike. Th
lewed such strikes,

of strike action. Tha
employers  disliked  the
1908 act because they felt
that it placed the unions
above the law. The 1827
Trades Disputes Act was
an attempl to turn the
clock back to the good old
days when trade unicns
could be intimidated by
the threat of legal action.

The income of the
Labour Party from af-
filiated trade unions was
reduced by a third as a
result of the 1927 Act. In-
stead of the political levy
being automatically col

o 1927

TEBBIT'S Bill is an attempt to
shackle the unions and attack
workers' rights. This is not the
first such attempt: in the after-
math of the 1926 General Strike,
vicious anti-union laws were
brought in and stayed on the
statute books until 1945. George
Barrett explains what happened.

lectad by the unions and
paid to the Labour Party,
the trade unionist had-to
sign special forms for con-
tributions to be made to
Labour Party funds.

The civil service unions
had to be kept away from
the ‘permicious’ influence
of the Trade Union Con-
gress in order 1o maintain
the loyaity of the stata ap-
paratus. Thera wara still
bitter memories of the
police strikes of 1918 and
1819. Even in the present
day, industrial action by
the palice, armed forces or
postal workers is a criminal
offance.

’ :

Act permanently out

Fear and. enger were
the emotions felt by the
ruling class at the massive
withdrawal of labhour dur-
ing the General Strike.
Over 162 millicn working
dgg were lost  during
1926, and the local Coun-
cils of Action provided an
altermative power for the
organisation of society.
After the defeat of the

eneral strike the National
onfederation of
Employers  Organisations
ingistad on strong  anti-
union legislation.

However, tha Conser-
vative Cabinet was wary

because it still feared the
possibility of a strong reace-
tion fram the working
class. So the 1927 Act was
2@ compromise betwesn
the much harsher
demands of the emplovers
and what the Conservative

government  thought it
could get away with,
The  trade union

bureaucracy chose this
time to increase its col-
laboration with the bosses
and the government. Dis-
cussions between senior
officials of the TUC and
major figures in British in-
dustry ware opened up.
Despite the onset of the
waorld slump, the basic
preamise of these talks was
that collaboration was
prefarabla to confronta-
tion and that the two sides
should work together to
increase productivity.

This betrayal by the
trade union leadership was
made all the sasier by the
new orisntation adopted
by the Communist Party.
The CP had launched the
Minority Movement, Just
prior to the genersl strike it
could obtain the allegiance
of hundreds of thousands
af the most militant trade
unignists. But, the CP had
Deen taken over by the
Stalinist victory inside tha
Communist International,
The increasingly ‘stalin
ised’ Comintarn now dic-
tated that the Communist
parties take a hostla at-
titude to social democrats
of all kinds. They de-
nounced even elected rank
and file officials. They
turned their backs on the
established union struc-
tures,  split the minority
movermant and establish-
ed their own ‘red” trade
unions which rapidiy lost
all influence with rank and
file union members.

In" 1928, = Labour
government was elected.
Butit refused to repeal the
‘27 Act. It was not until
15945 that 2 new mood for
renewal inside the class
brought a landslide Labour
victory and made it
politically impossibla to
keep these trade union
restrictions on the statuts
bocks. The repeal of the
legislation was accom-
panied with the na-
tionalisation of the mines.
The attitude of the private
mine owners had been a
major causa of the legisla-
tion in the first place.

Demanstration against 1827 Act.

The United
Front and
building the
revolutionary
party

By Aflean Q'Callaghan
THE reformist parties in Europe like
the Labour Party are the main
political instruments of the lsbour
bura.ll‘ucrafs o keep control of the
waorking class. The revolutions bet-
ween 1917 and 1923 demonstratod
the qaed for new mass revaly tionary
parties in each country of the type
Lenin builtin Russia as part of a new,
world party of sociglist revalution,
Tha Third, Communict, International
was built in the wake of the vic
torious Russian Revolution

=5 w-'--q;’-_ :

e

—_— o -
Laon Trotsky

The Third International was immediately
farced fo grapple with @ prosiem wiich is stlf
the central one for Marxists foday, After the
betrayals of the revolutions in Europe the ad-
vance of e working olass had halled. Hiu-
SIS i the old parties were rainforced and
the Communists faund themselves a tiny
mynaely plmost everywhars, How cowld mass
parties be bt i thes situation?

The Fourth Warld Congress of the Third
International, guded by Lemin and Trotsky,
avugalead e tache Gf e wnited workers
front, This tactic is still & central policy of the
Fawrth internationad, the world party foundead
by Trorsky afrar the Third Intornational had
degenerated and baan hapafessly
hureaucratised Hy Stalr.

ARGUMEN

The tactic of the united front /s based on
the understanding that as the workers' move-
ment s ecanomye and political Bartle wrth
the capitalist enemy it instinctively seeks to
TRIETHSE W3 unity and strangth. IF difference
an gragranima preveal fusiorn of (he wor LTl
class pgriies then the minimum deman f
the workers 5 thewr joint action against
COMIMOn olass anemy.

The united front aims fo show the waorkers
through ther own experie vl
which programme, and tf
Wy CXOrEsses this

ity Marsicts seek wo

the roformist feaders againg: i
the best passible torms, But evern wh
buregucrals inita SER aEions wader thewr
owrr refarmis! 5 the Marxists support
e actions whife simultaneously advancing
the revalufionary arnawers (o the workers  pro
Hlems.

The mdispensible condition for Marosts
Entariag inta & unifed front is their complars
freedom to sdvance thair awn ideas. in-
cluding the most rothless oriticiermy af thesr
‘partners’ in action whensver nocessary, This
IS ene reasorvehy a revalutionary newspaper,
like Socialisr E.':-.;.ﬁ'ﬁ-:-p;, 5 so important for
buldlirng a revolutionary party

The refarmists are only exposed wihen
tested out as laaders by the mass movement.
The wnited front tactic /s appliad 1o the ques
tion of  gaovernment will s in ming
Therefore in Brtain Marxists fight for o
Labour rather “than Tory. government.
Elfspwhere in Europe the slogan of a Com-
munist RBarty and Sociglist Party Fovarnment
5 aften raised by other sections of the Fourth
International for (he sme ragson.

The warkers' council, or sowat, is the
fughest form of the united front 3¢ it organises
the whole of the working ciass m the siruggls
for power, Bul historical experience shows
that sowviars are nat enough by themselves.

The  revolution  succeeded in  Russiz
because the party was Bunt fo g point whers it
cowid ead the united front embodied in the
sowviets. To be successfully applied the united
front tactic nesds the revolutionary party to
be bt openiy at the same tima.

® Corraction. in the 18 February fssue an
unfortunale editfng errar accurred @ “The
Labour Bureaucracy Today”, A key sentence
i the article spoke of the labour aristocracy
when it ought to have seid bureaucracy. The
wihole agint of the article was (o show Pow
the ofd labour arsivcracy was replaced by
the bureaucracy.
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ahour

¥y Martin Meteyard

IS now nearly three months since martial

&~ was declared in Poland. In that time
slidarnosc has kept alive the spirit of
sistance, reorganising underground to meet
is fundamental challenge to workers’ rights.
1t sad to say it has received little help in this
sk from the leadership of the labour move-

ent in Britain.

The Labour Party NEC
used 1o da anything in
v wake of martial law,
d only now is it organis-
jits first action — arally
London on 16 March.

The TUC issued. a
ong condempation of
+ military creckdown,
d general secretary Len
Jrray . pressed the
thorities for a wisa to
it Poland and inguire in-

TUC too has done nothing
1o organise aclive support
in the labour movement
for Solidamose.,

This task has largely
been left 1o rank-and-file
trade union and Labour
Party  activists, often
arganised in local solidari-
ty committess. It is they
who have begun to build
up contects between the
ranks of the British labour

the situation. Bur tha

mmm Cleveland Trades
Councils back
Solidarnosc

THE fallowing motian was passed at the An-
aual General Meeting of the Claveland
Association of Tredes Councils to be forward-
ed to the TUC General Council. A copy wes
s:tm sent to the Polish Embassy. The resolu-
tion is vary similar to one passed by the Lan-
cashire County Assoclation of Trades Coun-
cifs in January, published in Sociglist
Challenge on 28 January.

‘That this Associstion of Trades Councils con
deming the hypoerisy of those who ofzim to defend
Soligarity while simultancousiy;
al  eanspining to prop up military dictatarships in
El Salvador and elsewhers in [atin America and
justifying the racist South African regime,

b} attempting to escafate the nurnber of nuciaar
warfieads in Europe poinling at the heads of
workers in Poland and other Furapean countries,
¢l sebotaging the economies and preparing con-
tingency plans for the military invasion of Cuba,
Grenada and Nicaragua,

dl arresting and jaiing strikers and pickets and
legisiating to restict the activities of trade
unianists in their own countries.

Recognising that only the labour and trade
wGmon movement intarnationally can successiully
defend Polish waorkers, we therefore call on the
TUC to campaign for:
al an end to repression and martial faw,
bl release of alf political prisoners,

?J_ Ao intervention in, Poland by oliside coun-
s,

dl food aid for Polish workers” families,

el delegations from the TUC to visit Poland,

£l speakers from the TUC and Solidarity ta be in-
wited to Trades Councils, and speakers notes to be
provided by the Intarnational Department (o
Trades Councifs,

g/ a nationsl labour movernent conference to
discuss the situation in Poland, and to organise
sofigarity with Solidarnose.”
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moverment and the

dow to huild

movement
support for

Solidarnosc

Solidarnosc members
temporarity exiled in Bri
L.

In Scotland, for in-
stance, tours organised by
the  Glasgow  Polish
Solidarity Committes
have aliowed Solidarnosc
membars Piotr Kozlowski
and Marek Garziecki to

Ba

speak 1o mass meetings of
dockears and  tanker
drivers, shop stawards
committees  in =hip-
building and engineering,
workers in occupation at
BL and Plessey in
Bathgate, local trades
councils, and many other
union meeung's.

One purpose of this is
to build local Iabour move-
ment suppart for Solidar-
nosc now, through finan-
cial aid, adoption of in-

ternees and other suitable
means.

Piotr and Marek have
also urged workers 1o con-
sider blacking imports
from and exports to
Poland where it is ap-
propriata — as on the
docks, for exampla,

But the most impor-
tant thing s to build up
such a head of steam in
the fabour movement on
this issue that the TUC
and Labour Party leaders
ara themsalves forced to
organise action in support
of Solidarrose.

Sp, for instance, a
resolution to  organise
support for Solidarnosc
was to be discussed this
week by the Transport &
General’ Workers Union
leadership, The resolution
was moved by the TGWU
district committes on the
gast coast of Scotland
after they were addresad
by Piotr and Marak,

A Solidarnosc speaker
i5 also likely to addrass tha
national conference of the
Mational Union of Jour
nalists as a result of a
meeting with NUJ  ac-
tivists in Glasgow.

This s the way to
build  support in the
labour  movement  for
Solidamosc.  Move in
avery union 0 get a
Solidarnoss  speaker in
vited to addrass this year's
national confarenca —
and worganize a fringe
meeling on Poland as
well. Build up the pressura
for Solidarnoss speakers
and a major debate st the
TUG: ongress  and
Labour Party conforence.

Archbishop G.femﬁ: d;};r-;lr-ﬁfs_b:sggfom
Solidarnosc to compromise with the ragime

Mothing less will do
than for the TUC and
Labour leadars to organise
a national demonstration
in support of Solidarnosc,
a national tour of the
labour movement by
Salidarnosc activists, and
a national financial appeal
to halp Solidarmosc rebuild
its shattered apparatus.

That requires 3 long
and persistent struggle at
evary level of the mowve-
ment. - Any  attempt by

:.-: -: -':'- ! :a .a...l: -':'- "
S

rank-and-file activists to
substitute "themselves for
this process risks harming
rather than helping the
cause of Solidarnosc’ in
Britain,

et this is exactly what
is being done by Socialist
Organiser. and London
Labour Briefing, twosmall
groups in the Labour Party
who have orgamszed what
they call ‘the first national
labour movement merch
on Poland” on 13 March in
London.

This' ‘national labour
movermnenl march®  has
been called at short notice
by these two groups with
no attemmpt to consult the
local labour movement ac-
tivists  who have been
arganising practical sup-
port for goﬁdarnosc over
the last two months, no
attemptiotake sucha pro:
posal through the official
structures of the move-
ment, and no discussion

“with other socialists active

in organsing support for
Solidarnose.

It is inconceivable,
tharafara, that this
demonstration can in any
way represant the  resl
groundswell of suppart for
Solidarnosc in tha labour
movement. Infact it could
seriously set back the pro-
cess of orgenising that
support, because 1t will be
usad by siipporters of mar-
tial law as an example of
how little ‘national labour
mavement’ backing there
iz for Solidarnose.,

For thess
Socialist

reasans
Challenge will

not be supporting. the
demonstration on 13 Mar-
ch. We ufge:  tha
organisers to callit off and
nstead commit
thamselves 1o waorking
with other supporters of
Solidarnosc in Britain to
force the TUC and Labour
Farty leaders inlo action
on this guestion. That iz
the best — theonly — way
to win real tabour move
ment  support  for  the
Palish werkers today,

Solidarity with
Solidarnosc tour

JEAN-YVES POTEL, French Trotskyist
and author of the new Pluto book, The
Summer Before the Frost, and Zbigniew
Kowalewski, a militant leader of Salidar-
nosc in the Lodz region, will be touring
Britain later this month.

Potel and Rowalewski will speak st a numher
of meelings around the country batwean 22-26
March, organised by Pluto Press in conjunction
with tha local solidarity committees,

Potel is a member of the Revolutionary Com-
munist League, French section of the Faurth Intar-
national.. His book racounts the struggles and
debates at the Laenin shipyards in August 1930
where he was an eyewitness, and analyses the
different social and political forces in the Polish
crisis — the Church, the KOR, the peasants, the
bureaucrats and thea waorking class.

Kowalewski is a member of the presidum of
Lodz Solidarmosc, one of the most militant
regional leaderships which was actively ca mpaign
ing far the ‘active strike’ — putting the workplaces
underworkers” control. He was in Paris at the time
of the military crackdown. He will alsn be speaking
at the Labour Party rally an Poland at Central Hail
in London on Tuesday 16 March.

Tour dates

Menday 22 March Oxford

Tuezday 23 March Birmingham

Wadnesday 24 March Glasgow

Thursday 26 March Manchester

Next week Socialist Challenga will review the
Jean-Yves Potal baok and the new Penguin
special The Book of Lech Walesa. a5 welfl as
analysing the latest situstion in Poland
following Genseral Jaruzelskis visit to the
Kramlin.

Solidarity with Solidarnosc
meetings

Battersea: Labour Party public meeting on Wed
3 March at 7.30 pm in Lower Town Hall,
Lavender Hill, 5W11. Speakers include: Eric
Heffer MP, Ron Keating [NUPEL, member of
Solidarmose, Oliver MacDonald (Labour Focus
on Eastern Europs).

Southampton; Trades Council pubfic meesting
on Wed 10 March at St Matthews Hall, St
Marys Ad at 7.30 pm. Speakers: Alan
Whitehead, Lebour parliamentary candidate for
Southampton West and Oliver MacDonald.
Nottingharm: meeting cafled by Laboor Move
ment Solidarity with Solidarmosc on Thur 11
March. at 7.30 pm in TGWU offices, 259
Mansfisld Rd. Speakears: Piomr Korlowski of
Solidarnose trade union working group and
Oliver MacDonald,

Islington: Labour Party public meeting on Thur
11 March ar 7,30 pro at Manor Gardens library,
off Holloway Rd. Marek Garztecki of Solidarnosc
trade union working group plus speakers from El
Salvador and South Africa campaigns.

Brant: Labour Party public meeting on Wed 17
March at 7.30 pm in Harlesden primarny schoaol,
Acton Lane, NW10, Speakers: Eric Heffer MF,
Solidarnose member and Oliver MacDonald,

Saolidarity Commitiees with

Solidarnosc

Glasgow Polish Solidarity Committee, « o L
MeCalmaey, TH ASomsgied Bed - Ohasoeis 8T B
(41 637 1839

Edinburgh Polish Solidarity Committee, c/o
Edinburgh & District Trades Council, 12 Picardy
Place, Edinburgh.

Greatar Manchestar Polish Saolidarty Cum

mittee, o oo e S msy 51 Rontrasn Flidase
Create St Oklbam | anes How) U6T §20 7885
Leeds Polish Solidarity Committae, c/o Luwe
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Rirg 0”32 490927 2

Birmingham Polish Solidarity Conmrttes, o o
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Cardiff Polish Solidarity Committee, /o Mark
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Coventry Solidarity Committee, John Fisherc/o
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Oxford Labour Committes on Polacd 968
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meet to discuss
Ireland

FOUR HUNDRED people, three gquarters of
them delegated from trade unions and Labour
parties, met last weekend to discuss getting
Britain out of Ireland. The conference, called
jointly by the Labour Committee on Ireland and
the Committee for Withdrawal from Ireland.
was a big step forward in organising opposi-
tion to British policy in Ireland and making a
break from Tory policies. In the first of a series
of articles on issues discussed at the con-
ference MIARTIN COLLINS looks at the tasks
of socialists in this country fighting for British

withdrawal,
Mick Martin  from
Hammarsmith Trades

Council aparned the con-
ference by stressing that
while reland had been
widely aired within the
constituancy Labour par-
ties it neaded the same 1o
happen in the unions
befare there could he a
change in Labour's Irish
policy.

The first session heard
bw widely difforing views
of the situation from lrish
trade-unionists. Iner Me-
Cormack, a NUPE regional
officer from the North of
Iretand, =aid that British
activists had a lot to learn
about the conditions fac-
n;g the unions in the Nor-
th.

Corrupted

First there was the
‘normal’ - situation©  —
fighting the government

and the bosses ageinst the
cuts, unemployment and
low wages {even if these
problems were twice as
severe In Ireland}. Then
there is the ‘colonial situa-
thon’.

By dividing up Ireland,
and splitting the Irish
workers between
Catholics and Protestants,
the British rulers  have
paralysed and corrupted
tha workers' moveameant in
the Morth. They have even
divided the unions with
separate Dublin-besed and
London-based uniens
grganising workers of dif
ferent religions.

Inez argued that the

Bennite alternative
economic  strategy  sup-
ports the status guo
through its  silence on

Ireland. What s needed,
she said, is a massive in
jection of money into the
aconomy of the North, ‘1o
make the Unionists an of-

fer thay cannot refuse.’
Thiz meant telling the
Unionist workers that the
British  Labour govern-
ment was gong io pro-

mote a united lreland, and

that they could either ac-
cept the maney and the
poditical solution, ar
decida to rajact it, but get
the political solution

Anyway.

Ignore

Speakers from  the
floor pointed out thar if wa
already had 8 movement in
Britain to withdraw from
Ireland then it might make
sense to start @ discussion
on  how exactly  that
should be done, but for
tha moment it wasn't ter-
rinby usaful. The other pro-
blam with Inaz's view is
that British governments
have tried to deal with
Ireland by buying off the
Unionists  many  times
before, thatwashow they

ot to be ‘privileged” in the
irst place.

The views of Matt Mer-
rigan from the ATGWU
were different. He agreed
that the so-called ‘bread
and butter’ issues of
wages and conditions do
not lead to & breaking
down of the divisions bet-
ween workers. Thar, he

said, 15 the wview of the
Cpmmunist Party in Bri-
tain and of the Sinn Fein

Workers" Party in Ireland,

_They think that if trade
unicnists ignore the issue
of the division of Ireland as
a country and concentrate
on what problems
Catholic and Protestant

workers have in common
like wages, unemploy-
ment, cuts etc., then you
can get unity in action.
Thig in turn will create a
long term atmosphere in
which issues such as the
future of Ireland as a
socialist society can he
discussed.

Matt pointed out that
such @ papering over the
cracks doesn’t work. You
can't turn your back onthe
fact of a British army of
occupation. The national
guestion runs through and
shapes the ways in which
every other social or
economic issue is looked
at. Sactarianism, he said,
will only dizappear when
its cause — the division of
Ireland into two separate
undemocratic statelets —
is ended,

Assembly

_In Matt's view, a com-
mitment of the Labour
party. to withdraw from
Ireland should be followed
by a setting up of a Can-
stitutianal Assembly that
would seek 1o involve peo-
ple fram all aver Ireland to
work out the way Iroland
should be rum. But, he
says, that's not tha job of
socialists in Britain, There
15 @ division of labour bat-
ween militants in the two
COuntries.

Socialists  in - Britain
should concentrate their
attention not on working
out how Ireland is to be
run — that is a job far the
Irish. The Britizh, should
concentrate on building a
movement that will ger a

Unionleaders on trial in Turkey

DOGAN TARKAN, exiled socialist editor and
leader of the organisation Kurtulus (Libera-
tion), recently won his battle for political
asylum in Britain, Here he outlines the events
around the trial of the trade union leaders in

Turkey:.

THE first thing I'd like
to do is thank all those
supporters  of  Socialist
Challenge wheo campaign-
a_d to prevent my departa-
tion,

In times like these, the
hypocrisy of our rulars in
their efforts to preserve
their system of exploita-
tion takes my breath
away. Having given the
go-ahaad to tarturers and
dictators the world over,
President Reagan spon-
sored the horrendous ‘Let
Poland Be Poland’ show.
Then he invites General
Kenan Ewren, Turkish
HeaId of State, to appear
on it.

Boggles

This man Ewvren, it
should be recalled, is head
of & military junta with tan
hangings, hundreds of
deaths in custody and tens
of thouszands of political
prisonears to its name — in
short a track record which
makes General Jaruzelski
appear a paragon  of
liberalism. Truly, to quate

Alexander Haig, ‘it bog-
gles my mind”.

In Turkey, the entire
ieadarship of the major
trade union confederation
DISK — organising over
half ‘a million workers —
are on trial for thair lives.

On 24 December 1981,
fifteen months after thair
arrest, executive
members of DISK ap-
peared on trial for the first
time,  The military pro-
sacutor is demanding the
death penalty for them. In
hiz indictment he an-
nounced that preparations
are underway for the trizls
of 200 more DISK
members.

An atmosphere of ter-
ror pervades  the trial.
Thousands of soldiers sur-
round the - court and
roedblocks have been sot
up throughout & radius of
several miles.

On the second day of
the trial the military pro-
secutor said:

“This is a vary impor
tant tnal, Both Turkish and
world public opinion have
a graat interest in the trial,
Everybody is watching us.
We must finish it without
any trouble,

“We are adopting the
“war conditions” regula-
tions (a series of excep-
tional measures severely
limiting the right 10
defence, demanded by the
prosecutor and accepted
by the judges on the first
day of the trial) to finish
this_trial quickly.

This trial will finish
soon because there are
nat any witnesses, and the

number of accused s
limitad. Immediately after
this trial we will apen the
tiagls ~ for  democratic
grganisations and  the
Republican Peopla’s Party
MPs. The trials for DISK-
affiliated trade unions will
fallow them.” There is little
to add to that.

The DISK trial is impor-
tant 1o the junta because

govErnmant committed to
withdrawwing from Iraland.

Fevolutionary
socialists in freland tend to
share this view. In the re-
cent lrish elections, Ber-
nadette  McAliskey, the
Paoples’ Democracy can-
didate in Dublin, showed
how the views of an Irish
workers” party might be
put forward. She made it
clegr that getting 2 united
Ireland and a united work-
ing class would be achiav-
ed, not by the ‘gensrosity’
of a Labour government
conceding a new status
far Ireland, but by building
a mass movement in

xaTalel T,

Ireland against imperialist
Intervantion,

Troops

The prasence of British
troops in the north s the
mMost  pressing  concern,
Because it is their guns and
plastic bullets which prop
up the rest. But no less im-
portant is secing the way
the imperialist intervention
and division of Ireland
makes it easier for workers
to be trampled on. She
argued for workers 1o take
over factories, particularly

International_

Trade unionists

» AR R )
i

when faced with redu
dancias.

Only if the workers
Ireland. begin to take co
trol of industry, can san
planning be introduced i
1o the running  of i
economy which has hes
bled dry by the praf
makers. To organise
movement  against  t
division of |reland whic
loaks farward to a sociali
republic holds (a]
something  positive
Protestant warkers,
Just the crumbs off
capitalist table which a
labedled ‘privileges’ at tF
moment,

b
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labour movement conference on lreland

DISK represents the first
stage of political con-
scicusnass of the working
class in Turkey. DISK was
at the head of all the mass
poliical mobilisations of
the working pecple in
Turkey.

Strikes

When the army took
power in September 1980
54,000 workers were on
strike, 48000 of them
members of DISK. In the
nine months prior 1o the

coup there were seven
times as many 5 lost
through strikes ss in any
other year in  Turkish
fustury. The junta’s pro-
ject was to break the back
of this movement.

International working
class solidarity can axpase
these trials for the farce
that they are. There iz an
urgent need 10 get out the
truth about Turkey, to
fight for trade union and
demacratic rights, against
torture, against execu-
tions.

Defending the “free world': NATO's junta in Turkey

Phato: MORNING STAR

Matt Merrigan, district secretary of the ATGWU, speaks to tha
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It should

highlighted that Turkey
a member of NATO. Tk
Turkey Solidarity Can
paign in this country

organising a  tour
speakers from DISK an
ather unions 10 take plac
at the end of March. It
glready sponsored by th
Bakers LUinion, the Fi
Brigades Lnion, and tk
National Union of Jou
nalists at & national laval

NUM

Now we are trying 1
win support for the tour:
local and regional leve
Already the  Derbyshi
area of the NUM has aske
10 organise 3 meeting
Readers who are able 1
get trade union or Labo
Party sponsorship for th
tour should do so at once

We @re  plannin
mestings in all the maijc
industrial areas.

Dotails of the tour ar
sveileble from TS5C, Bo
gﬂ 5985, London WCT!
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THE FULL EFFECTS of the Law Lords’ deci-
sions on cheap fares will hit the tubes later
this year when hundreds of jobs are likely to
be axed. London Transport has already frozen
recruitment. JOHN GODFREY, branch
secretary of Neasden ASLEF and chairperson
of Brent South Labour Party. spoke to
Socialist Challenge about the campaign
against fares’ increases and job losses.

IT WOULD be marvellous
it we could have an all-out
stoppage at this stage
but it’s not going to hap-
n. Last week was the
irst meeting of all tha

LUnions in Londaon
Transport. That was a big
step  forward, although

I'va never been to such a
maeating before.

United

We in ASLEF went 10
the meeting with a pro-
posal to have a three day

stoppage, bet no amend-
ments could 2 put. In the
interests of unity we
decided it wasn't the time
10 raise our proposal. It's
something  that  the
unicns, especially  the
MNUR, haye agreed 10 2 ona
day stoppage.

|f the campaign is go-
ing to grow, maybe it's not
such a bad thing after all.
It could be just a taster.
VWe can always step the
action up. We can't just
have a big bang on the day
of the stnke, 10 March, or

‘If we wait for

the next Labour

government there won't be a service

left’

London in crisis:
talk but no action

By Martin Eady, vice president
London Transport district

council NUR

MORE THAN 1,000 delegates from over
B0 _organisations sttended the London
Assembly last Saturday. Called by 8

call

TRANSPORT STRIKE

Bring London to a halt!

‘One day strikes aren’t going to change

the goevernment’'s mind’

on 21 March when tha
fares go up, and that's all.

We have tc have a con-
sistent united campaign.
That's what | think should
happen ovar this Can't
Pay, Won't Pay proposai.
ASLEF isn't involved in
the collection of fares so
it's not for us to tell the
ather unions what 10 do.
They've got to decide for
thamsaives,

Scheme

But | de think the anly
way we're going 1o win, if

there isn't an all-out in-

dustrial action, is far all the
unions and the campaigns
to come together under
one umbrelia. Otherwise
all the collectors will be fed
up. with having different
bits of paper 10 process,
after all it can involyve

labour movement event and so failed to
give a political lead for a fighthack. Lon-
don Labour lsader, Ken Livingstone did
for full
policies of the GLC.

maobilization bahind the

Proof that the potential support was
there was shown by the hostile reception
given to a

raprasentativa of Enfield

Residents Association. Although claim-
ing to support tha cheap fares policy he

tions.

number of organisations including the

South East region TUC, tha GLC and the
Lendon Tenants Organisation, its aim
was to debate the crisis. Thare was
genaral agraament that the crisis was
reaching epidemic proportions at eveary

lewel.

But unfortunately little came out of
the conference in the way of action. The
Azsembly had not been built as a specific

critised the GLC for its ‘extravagance’
and the support it gave to gay organisa-

To involve so0 many people in criticis-
ing the Tories” and Law Lords’ attack on
local sarvices while the Labour GLC's
policies are reduced to chaos, seamad in
the end rather futile. The assembly was
an  opportunity

to draw community

ergamisations behind the trade unions

who are taking on the Tories, particularly
the London Transport unions. Thet op-
portunity was sadly missed.

taBuaneysy 15HEI0S) INYHD 3134 00Ud

hreaking contracts.

So to be successful,
the non-collection of fares
scheme should be applied
unifarmly by consumers
and operators. We're not
going 10 stop the cuts just
by industrial action alone.
ASLEF has just won a vic-
tory but the Tores could
undo that by slashing
British Rail's budget.

It's not enough now
for trade uniomsts (0 golo
union meetings and say
we wani 1o keep politics

|

| Euston

put of it, Mor is it enough
for Albert Booth, shadow
Transport Minister, to tell
us 1o wait till a Labour
government in 1934 which
will reverse all this, If we
walt Till then, there waon't
e any servica left at all.

Success

We need political ac-
tion by the community
raising Cain now to bring
pressure To bear on Tory
MPe and councillors. Con-

sumers and  operators
have to get togetherin this
campaign.

In the meantime we
hava to make 10 March a

After the ASLEF victory: Guards on the attack

By Hazel MacPherson, Paddington NUR No1
AT THE Labour Party national executive com-

mittes last

week Russell

Tuck, assistant

general secretary of the railworkers’ union, ac-
cused Denis Skinner MP of attacking the NUR
during the ASLEF dispute. All that Skinner had
done was to speak at a meeting in support of
ASLEF and to campaign for a resolution of sup-

port from the NEC.

Russell Tuck and his like in the NUR leader-
ship are attacking the NUR through their at-
tempts to thrust flexible rostering down the
throats of the membership.

The fight against flaxi-
ble rostaring which hagan
with a day of action called
by the London Local
Departmental Committess
|LDC=] has now embarked
upon a national campaign
which challenges Lhe ac-
tions of the leadership.
The campaign focuses
upon the call for a spacial
general meeting of the

ynion, which needs the
backing of 200 branches.

Al the same time the
London - LDC steering
commitles is asking that
the union’s grades con
ferences be reconvened in
order that Weigheil's claim
that 588 per cent aof
membears suppart flaxibla
rostering can be refuted
once and for all,

at our expense.’

‘A resolution from Notts, backed by Der-
by and all of the East Midlands calls fora
vote of no confidence in Sid Waighelf
and calls for his resignation. We backed
this at New Street, Saltley and Bescott.
All Sid Weighell's after is a knighthood

— John, Birmingham NUR
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The campaign against
flexible  rostering  has
brought together hun-
dreds of NUR members,
This co-ordination at rank
and file level should con-
tinue if the campaign is 1o
succeed. We have set
ourselves a long term goal
to fundamentally change
the unian by demanding
accountability. from ~its
leaders, This will require 8
battle  throughout the
Uniorn.

Worry

in Jung this year the
NUR's  annual  genaral
meeating will convene with
twio. Imporiant  proposals
to change the rules of the
union on the agenda, Tha
first aims to make the
genaral secratary open o
alection esvany five years.
The =econd aims 1o
democratise the composi-
tion of the annual general
meeting itself, with oneg
delegate from each branch
on @ card vote bases.

Railworkers should not
feal that they are alons in
the bartle to bring their
union leadership to heel.
The Laurence Scofl
Workers are campaigning
arcund Rule 14 of the

efght-hour day.

If you hit them where it hurts, with their
profits, they soon back down. If the Me-
Carthy Tribunal report went back on the

ASLEF members
wouldn't acceptit.”

— Fred Qrton-Jones, Birmingham ASLEF

ALEW rule book to g_ain
support for the re-election
of the union eéxecutive.
There's hot a trade union

bureavcrat in this country
who is not heginning 1o
wiorry about ‘her/his posi-
tian.

does in British Rall,

Neasden ASLEF

LONDON TRANSPORT workers are also facing
the implemeantation of flexibfe rosterfng. At the
moment there is some unily betweets ur union,
ASLEF, and the Nationsi Urion of Railwaymen.
The NUR iz in the majority and ASLEF doesn’t
have the same weight in London Transport as it

Eut the victory of the train drivers will really
help us. At the moment it's besn agreed that
there is to be no negotiations on these issues.
Bur if Sidney Weighell fuses his bottle, wea could
Le in extrerne difficultiss.

So what happens with the MoCarthy
Tribunal report on flaxible rostering and the
33-hour week on British Rall will affect us. If the
drivers fose o that guestion we in London
Transport don't have much chanca of winning.

— John Gadfrey, branch secretary,

Fares Fightback

Calendar

Wednesday 10 March
®0One day strike of London
Transport workforce!

Thursday 77 March

@ GLC mass lobby of Parllament from 2pm.
Meetings in Central Hall at 3pm and Bpm.

Saturday 13 March

@ Keep Fares Fair: rally and entertainment from

2pmat County Hall
Sunday 2T March
@ Fares up?

‘We're not going to stop the cuts by
industrial action alone’

big success. | think thera
will be a good response
although we have to gat to
the members. Both the

NUR and ASLEF are
organizsing London-wide
meetings for their

members 1o explain the
situgtion.

Aftar 10 March we can
huild from thare. But one
day strikes aren't going to
change the government's
mind. VWe need an all-out
stoppage to do that, and
we should unite with ail
the campaigns that are
fighting on the fares issus.

Quewes  will grow
are cut —

i

longer &s services
and we'll pay for the

privifege

THE / BOOKSHOP

328 Upper Streel, London N1 2XP

e M — o Mon Tues Wed St
1 — 7 Thurs Fr

Jood International Women's Day reading

Finding & Voice: Asian Wemen in Britain

By Amrit Wilson £2.50

Women's Oppression Today
By Michels Barratt £3.35

Origins of the Family, Private Froperty and
the State
By Frederick Engels. introduction by Evelyn
Read £2.25

Fighting two colonislisms: Women in

Guinsa-Bissau

By Stephanie Urdang £3.55

Women on the Ling

By Ruth Cavendizh £5.95

Abortion Politics

By David Marsh and Joanne Chambers £4.55

Flres o wide salaction af womean winters: Dang Lessng.
Limone de Beruvoir, George Elol, Kate Chapin,
Etewe Sowth, Jeat Rhvs, Fay Weldlon, Rebecca West,

Virginie Woolf,
Mail order. service

add 20% far pbp. Orders 10: The

Other Bookshep, PO, Box 50, London M1

Phato: GM COOKSON (Socialist challange)



PLESSEY BATHGATE

Roundoneto
the workers

By Neil Cruikshank and Judith Arkwright

The Plessey occupation lives| Last Friday, Lord
Kincraig lifted his previous order granted to
Plessey managemen: three weeks
demanding the sit in should end.

The workforce had
continued the accupation
in defiance of the earlier
court order and last Friday
141 of them were called to
court to answer wehy !‘hE':,r
had done so, Thay could
have been jailed for this
action bur they argued
that the occupation of the
factory was legal in terms
of section 13 of 15874 Trade
Union and Labour Rela-
tions Act, This states that
an act dong in contempla-
tion of the furtherance of o
trade dispute should not
be subject to court action
on the grounds only that it
interfored with the trade,
business or emplayment
of another person. The
judge was undecidad as to
whather this section of the
acllegalised siting, but felt
he could not rule,

Success

Mot _surprisingly  the
march held the followin
day in Bathgate had an air
of celsbrafion following
the court decision, Qwer
1500 trade unionists main-
ly from Secotland but also
Plessey workers  from
Beeston marched through
the town to a rally at the
factory gate.

Ellen Monaghan from
Lee Jeans said that they
had danced when they
heard of the Plessey
workers' wvictory in the
courts. Both workforces
were detarmined to save
their jobs and had begun
their sit ins with this aim in
mind, not knowing where
thair support would come
from. Butin the course of
the struggle they found
that the labour movemeant
and faliow workers rallisd
1o their fight,

Many of the speakers
pointed out that the court
decision was a historical
one.  AUEW fulltimer,
Tem Dougan, pointed out
that the industrial elimate

Photo: GM COOKSON (Socialist challenge)
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the plant commentad —
they have not yet worked
out how anyone is going

reviousl
P ¥ to be aliva to use them.

created by the present THE OCCUPATION

government  had en-
couraged employers to
use the courls in crder to
fight a battle against the
WOTkers.

Plessey is one of 25
major companies who are
urging Thatcher not to
reflate the economy; it is
also fully behind the Teb-
bit Bill. Much of the com-
pany’s £100m profit comes
from the war drive.
Plessey makes telephones

George also  pointad
out that the workers had
won the court decision on
a technicality and there
was always the possibility
that it could be overturned
by another court ruling. It
was zssential therefore to
build  support among
workers in order to have
the strength to  bheat
Plessey, the Tebbit Bil
and the Tonas.

determination

right to work.

women workers

; Sand dungtions arng
dE‘STEf‘IEIﬂ for use aftar 3 MBLLEAGes of Suoporr o My
nuclear war but as Gaorge Murghy, 30 Main 5t
Wilson, Tass convencr a1 Fauldhouse, Wes! [ orhian rights,
JA: | =ee you're wearing a
I F badge — ‘I'm a Plessey

suffragette’ — how does
your fight link up with the
suffragettes?
AM: | don't know who
produced the badge — but
the link-up is with the
courts, Like the suffraget-
tes, wa have to defy a law
which is out of date and
we have to draw attention
1o our plight like they did.
We're not  militants
though, we're ordinary
peoplz trying to keep our
jobs — we don't feal we
should end up in the
courts,

2 JA: You mentioned that
= 80me of the more skilled
£ men in the plant had laf:
£ the occupation,

te)

All the wamen

E here saem pretty solid —
& why do you think that is?
(=]

BK: Well, some of the
men were highly skilled

and  maybe felt they
ceuld find jobs but the
women  realised  that

there’s nothing elsa out
there for us. There's sxill
men involved in the sit in,

ot Lo

FOR A WOMAN'S

Plessey women
fight for jobs

of Plessey in Bathgate,
Scotland, has highlighted a gain the lead and
that women workers are
prépared to make in the fight for fobs. ft has
been the struggles of women like those at the
successful Lee Jeans occupation jast vear that
has awoken the Labour Party to the burning
issue of women's rights, On 5 June, the Labour
Party is organising a big event for a woman’s

Judith Arkwright spoke to two of

;>4 F 3
RIGHT to WORK

the

at Plessey Capacitators —
ANN MOONEY and BETTY KIRKLAND _ potk
members of the clerical union APEX. about
their fight for Jjobz and their fight for women's

When we go out on
the delegations, the more
women that go out the
more support we get.

We havent had

anyonea saying that
women shouldn't work
anyway or that women
should stay at home.
AM: Yes, & lot of people
53y 1o us that the women
seem stronger. | think men
are more reluctant some-
times heciuse they feal
they've got to keep a wage
coming in — they can't af-
ford to go on strike,

That doesn't mean our
wages isnt't important —
when | first want out to
work the money did used
to be for luxuries — now
it's for pa](ing billz.

JA: Would you see your-
self as fighting = for
women's rights as well?

AM: Wall, we're fighting
for everyonae's rights here
— men and wormen. But |
certainly don't believe in

the idea of the ittle
woman sitting in  the
home.

I might not campaign

for women's rights  as
much but | have my own
ideas on where @ woman's
place should be,

e

East London
teachers strike
against the cuts

By Ken Glanfield NUT
TEACHERS in the London Borough of Barking

have been on indefinite strike since last Thurs-
day. The dispute, in defence of 160 jobs and
against Heseltine's cuts, has the official SLREOT
of the National Union of Teachers.

Even more significantly, the unicn has for the
first time endorsed the call to picket schoals,
which is aimad ar turming away suppliss and
shutting down schools, Wednesday 70 March
will be a day of action in Barking and officiai
defegations from the NUT will be going from
London and the south sast — although the
union did not support the call for 8 Paif day Lon-
dun witle strike.

On that day the Labour controfled council
will fix the new rates and the demanstration and
lobby planned will call on the council to fight
back against the cuts, instead of picking on its
aWN employess,

Demonstration leaves Barking Park 3 p.m.
Wednasday 70 March. Lobby council in the
evaning.
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Despite their recent dafeat, le vland workers
took part in the demonstration against Tabbit
and Edwards in [leyland, lancashira fast
Saturday

SIHHYH NHOT ojoyd

South Yorkshire bus warkers lobbisd parliarment
on Monday to protest the threatened rise of
fares in their area

By Pete Clifford

Rule 14 OK

SDP union-bashers

By Davy Jones

MEMBERS of Islington NALGO, the largest
union branch in the borough, have entered

their second week of
local SDP couneil,

Since the 5DP took
control of their first
council in the country
through defections of
Labaur's ‘'machine-
politicians’ they have
been hell-hent on taking
on the local authority
unions.

First, they refused to
transfer Rob Wehh from
his temporary job to the
permanent post to
which he had bean ap
pointed. After fruitless
negotiations Aob was
suspended by the
management when he
moved to take up the
job on 11 January on the

all-out strike against the

advice of the union.
This prompted a walk
out first from his
department. and then
the whale union branch
on 18 February.

When the
disciplinary hearing
against Rob found him
not guilty, the Council
delibarately provoked
the continuation of the
dispute by announcing
the closure of a
children’s  huie,
union mass meeting the
followin day woted
overwhelmingly ta can-
tinue the all-out strike,
which has now been
made official by the
NALGO national ax-

ecutive.

Finally, when a solu-
tion was put farward by
the negotiators of both
sides  in  conjunction
with ACAS. the SDP
councillers threw it aut
on Monday 1 March. 4
union mass meeting the
following morning
voted ovarwhelmingly
0 continue the strike.

If ever thare was any
doubt about the real
union-bashing nature of
the SDP, let the pro-
vocations of Islington
Council be a lesson ta
us all. You can help ex-
pose them by suppor-
tir'ng1 Islington NALGO
with resolutions of sup-
port, donations and so
on. Send to: lslington
NALGO strike HQ, WLP
students union, Lad-
broke House, Highbury
Barn, London NS,

‘WE'VE HAD to concede the fact that we've
lost the fight to keep the factory opan.
Neither Snipe nor the police beat us. it was
the union leaders.” This wasz how senior
steward Billy Partlan summed up the feelings
of the Laurence Scott strikers who have been
battling ten long months to save their jobs,

Since the massive palice operation two
weeks ago to bust the picket line thara has
been a daily convoy of scab larries in and out
of the plant under enormous police protec-
tion. Laurence Scott workars are determinad
to carry through the rule 14 campaign to force
a ballot for removal of the engineearing union
leaders, "We won't lat Boyd and Duffy farget
they've committed an injustice,” explains
Billy Partlan. ‘We're calling on the AUEW
membership to stop their union being abused
by these paople.’

With union leaders like these, who needs
Tebbit? John Boyd calls for tha banning of
public sector strikes and he and Duffy want
the Scott workers to pay the £6.000 bill
they've received to cover the cost of tha
brutal eviction by bailiffs in August,

The whole labour movement has to res-
pond to the rule 14 campaign. Getting rid of
Boyd and Duffy would be a service to us all,

Support Rule
14 campaign

Laurence Scott Siriie Commiitee

Protest resolution for AUEW
branches

‘THIS branch believes axecutive council has
seriously mishandled the Laurence Scott
dispute. As this is an issue of concern to all
AUEW members the branch demands a ballot
for removal of executive council in line with
Rule 14, paragraph five.'

Rule 14, paragraph five staies: “The executive
council, or any member thereof may be removed
from office by a ballot of the membership of the
union provided such a ballot is demanded by ten
per cenl or maore of the branches and not less than
two thirds of the membership are in favour of such
removal. The ballor should be conducted by the
General Secretary.’

If ¥our branch supports the protest resolution,
make sure it is sent (o the AUEW general office,
110 Peckham Rd, London SE15 and a copy is sent
to Lhe strike commities, 20 Rounderoft, Romiley,
Cheshire with donations,
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Get out the truth
on Thatcher’s

Britain!

By the Editor

COMFRONTATION! That's the name of That-
cher's game over the next months.

Confrontation with the rail workers, youth
fighting for a living wage, women fighting for
jobs and with the whaole trade union movement
around Tebbit's union-busting proposals.

There can be no truce either between the
labour movement and Thatcher, nor with the
SDP.

It's under these conditions that the in-
dependent press of the workers’ movement is
indispensable: sounding the alarm; informing
militants of the necessary arguments and facts
to win round the ranks; giving workers in ac-
tion a voice.

We beligve that's what
Socialist Challenge  has

demonstration  for  El
Salvador on 28 March.

done;

® (nternationally, wehave
been the only paper of the
left to give such extansive
coverage to the trug voice
of Poland — of Solidar-
nosc — and we are mas-
ing sure that Reagan and
Thatcher’s war drive is ex-
posed through building

® At home we have been
to the fore-front of the
new wave of industrial
disputas to hit the Tores:
in the rail strike where we
have carried the voice of
militants from every area
i the  country; At
Lawrence Secott  whera
Sociglist Challenge  has

the largest possible  been the maost faithful ally

YOUR PAPER is battling for survival.
Boosting circulation is one way of ensur-
ing its health but the bed-rock of our ex-
istence is the contributions from our
supporters. We depend on these dona-
tions because we do not (and cannot] re-
ly on the advertising which keeps the
bosses’ press thriving. We remind our
readers that we literally MUST receive
£1760 a week to fully meet our costs.
Last week you topped it. This week is
disastrously low.

We now have a very serious situation.
We are £3000 behind our fund drive
target!

We appeal to our readers and sup-
porters to pull out every stop to get the
maximum amount of monay into the
paper over the next fortnight if our battle
is to be successful.

BOOSTING our circulation is important.
But we remind readers that we have 10
also receive £1750 a week to fully meet
our costs. Last week you topped it. This
week was disastrously low. 5o keep it
coming in!

QOur thanks this week to:

MNewcastle £51.00
Anon 7.00
Brent 40.00
Cardiff 4.50
Briztol 12.00
West Landon readers 6.00
Hackney reader 0.50
Lambeth reader 0.50
Oldham 152.00
Southamptan 15.00
Hamel 25.00
This waek £313.00
Grand total F£B452.80
Grand total should be £11430.00

Hegistered os & newspaper with the Post Qfice,
Publishad by Cardinal Enterprizes, PO Box B0, London N1,
Printed By Easr End Oifaae (TU} Lrd, Loanden B2,

of the LSE workers; and at
a strike in Bristol where
25 of them have become
readers  of  Socialist
Challenge. At McPher-
son’s paint factory near
Bury the shop stewards
have taken out 8 bulk
order bacause of the in-
dustrial coverage of the
paper.

® [n campaigning we
have carried forward the
mass movement 1o stop
Cruise and Trident and
now will launch the count-
down from  International
Waomen's Day for the
Women's Right to Work
festival organised by the
Labour Parby.

The opportumities for
the sales of our paper are
not being  fully Eraﬁped,
We are not reaching the
thousands of youth whao
are  secking  political
answers o the dole, to
Y¥(OPs slave fzbour and to
police repression. \We are
not reaching in particular,
the naw generation of
black militants who refuse
to ‘turn the other cheek'.
We are not reaching
engugh of the women
who are now taking their
vanguard role in battles
like that at Plessey's in
Bathgate. Socialist
Challenge must  reach
these militants — Labour
Party and non-Labour Par-
ty. members alike — if we
are 1o keep in step with the
thinking of the most ad-
vanced sections of our
class,

In the last year, we
have had success in get-
ting our paper into the
plarts and factaries, The 3
April national sales day will
he aimed at the housing
estates ag the most direct
way of rapidly  reaching
new readers and giving @
common enterprise 1o, all
our sellers. We need you
1o ring in and tell us at
which estates yvou will be
selling on that day, so that
we can infarm every sup-
porter and  encourage
them  to: joim i Try
distributing free, any back
copies of Socialist
Challange you have lying
around to prepare. for your
visit.

We are aiming for a3
thousand extra sales on
that day sales that we
hope 1o be a permanent
hoost 1o our circulation.
This will hoost the cam-
paign to get out the truth
on Thatcher's Britain. And
the truth iz that we musl
unite the Labour Party and
Unicns in action to-kick out
the Tories and fight for a
Lahour government com-
mitted to socialist policias!

National Safes Oay Action
Desk. Rmng Alan  07-35%
8371 Sindays 2-5pm.
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With each 12 months inland subscription to
Socialist Challenge we are offering a free
copy of NICARAGUA: THE SANDINIST
REVOLUTION by Henri Weber (normal
price £2.95) or AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
MALCOLM X
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Subscription rates:

Inland: 12 months £14.00; 6 months £7.00;

10 issues £2.00,

(Owverseas: 12 months

Surface & Europe £17.00, Air Mail £24.00
(Delete as appropriate)

SPECIAL OFFER:
Pleasesend me. .. ... ...

Seng to: Soualist Challenge, PO Box 50, London
N1 2ZXP.
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SOCIALIST CHALLENGE BANKER'S
ORDER FORM

b F ] - B R S e S M R S

MName of Accountto bedebitad . .........covuiiiienan |
A oUnt NUMBRE: e s daam 2o rae b e

Oiir Bank........ Sociabst Challenue: - oo -

Sorting Code..........: e L e, et b A

Amounttobe paid........... .. Monthly

FirstPaymentdue.............. And on the same date
in the month thereafter. |

Special new sellers’
subscription

Bargain of the vear from S5C s our new SELEER'S
SUB. It's only £9.50 for a vear, or £5.50 for six
menihs,

Just cennplere the form below aned metuen i
with veur imoney (o! 3C0. PO Box 50, Londen N
b o

And as a Special €Mfer o the first 36
swbscribers we are offering a free copy.of the 1982
Pluto Press “Big Red Diury’. Make sure vou're one
of the first 36!

I wish ro rake owt g SELLER'S SUEB ro Socialist
Challerge.

I want a | vearss month sub ™

Fencloge £9.50/85 50%
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