Support the train drivers

Action now
against
the Tories

THE fight of the train drivers should
be supported by the whole labour
movement. Like other groups of
workers they are resisting the offen-
sive of the employers and the Tories
by fighting to maintain their 8 hour
day. If the mineworkers, steel
workers and others co-ordinated their
action with the train drivers, the anti-
union offensive of the Tories could be
thrown back.

Miners once again are threatened
with pit closures if they insist on a de-
cent wage. Steelworkers are being
told that the ‘bad weather’ means that
a new round of plant and job destruc-
tion is now necessary.

But the Rail Board must take the biscuit
for hypocrisy. Their barbaric proposal is
trumpeted in the press ads as ‘a real im-
provement in working conditions’.
Perhaps they have in mind the fact that
drivers will be forced to work as many as
15 days without a break.

In the name of ‘efficiency’ the Rail

Board want to:

* Destroy drivers’ social life

* Undermine safety

....for a wage increase which will not keep
pace with inflation.

In standing firm against such im-
provements, the train drivers are fighting
for all railworkers. They are fighting for
Ford and BL workers who have had similar
‘efficiency’ measures stuffed down their
throats. They are fighting for all workers
because the banner of ‘efficiency’ is that
raised by all the bosses who are utilising
mass unemployment to dramatically in-
crease their own profits at our expense.

The miners have voted for strike action.
Steelworkers have decided on an overtime
ban from early February. Thatcher must
not be allowed to slice us up like so many
pieces of salami. The strength of the Triple
Alliance of which all these workers are a
part is enough to turn out Thatcher. The
train drivers cannot be left to fight alone.

Inside: four pages of Solidarity
with Solidarity

Tory cuts kill

700 a day die
from cold

By Toni Gorton

DEATH, disaster and
destruction — that's
what this winter has
brought us. As many
as 700 people a day
are dying from cold.
The official explana-
tion is that this is a
‘natural disaster’. But
even weather can be
political.

In Tory Britain sur-
vival of the fittest is the of-
ficial credo.

For several weeks,
there’s been snow, bitter
cold and flooding
throughout the country.
The government has bare-
ly twitched a muscle.

While old age pen-
sioners freeze to death
because of fear of heating
bills or starve because of
fear of going out on the
dangerous streets, the
Tories keep their hands
tightly gripped on the
public expenditure purse.

Margaret Thatcher
declared only last weekend
that she’d impose even
tougher public spending
cuts if she thought she
could get away with it.

This week the govern-
ment finally agreed to con-
tribute to the financing of
local authority emergency
services. But only with
great reluctance and the
expectation that the
localities will bear the
brunt of the cost.

There is no clear
guidance to the country
which Thatcher says she is
sO ‘passionate’ about.

She hasn’t said, ‘Set up
emergency centres, pro-

vide food and heat io-
those at risk; set up earms
to seek out the sick and the
old and the vulnerabls:
mobilise the entire pro-
pulation — and hang the
expense.’

No, Tory priorities lie
in making British
capitalism stronger — no
matter what the cost in
private suffering.

So it means that
emergency services and
facilities have been run
down — from road gritters
to ambulances.

It means three million
unemployed, with tens of
thousands of children
vulnerable to cold because
of lack of money to pay
fuel bills or buy high pro-
tein food.

It means fewer am-
bulances to take the ill to
hospital, even if they could
move along the uncleared
roads.

It means hospital
resources stretched to
meet the demands of the
situation. One X-ray unit
is reporting 100 broken
limbs a day instead of the
usual 30 a week. )

And eventually, Tory
policies will mean an even
greater drop in the stan-
dard of living of all work-
ing people when higher
food prices hit the shops in
the next period.

You won’t hear the
Tories talking of food sub-
sidies.

Natural disasters can’t
be avoided perhaps, but
unnatural disasters like the
Tories can. It’s time for a
society that puts people
and not profits first.
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Ford, the unions
and the Tories

LAST MONTH the overwhelming majori-
ty of Ford’'s 54,000 shopfloor workers
voted for strike action from Tuesday 5
January. They were incensed at a 7.4 per
cent wage offer and the promise of a 39
hour week from January 1983 tied to a
tough set of ‘efficiency’ demands.

Last week, the same workers divided on
what was essentlally the same offer. So what
has really changed in the last four weeks?
One thing: the attitude of the national trade
union leadership towards a strike in Fords,

which would have inevitably led to a clash
with the Tories on pay and picketing.

First, right winger Jack Whyman, the
chief engineering union negotiator, found
favour in proposals the company had made at
ACAS — the government conciliation service
— just before Xmas. Yet senior stewards had
already rejected these. )

Then, left winger Rod Todd, head
negotiator for the transport union, told the
press that it was not Ford’s package of effi-
ciency measures which had been rejected,
but the price was still not right.

His members were on holiday when he
said this. Apparently a single phone call from
Paul Roots of Ford management was enough
for Todd to summon the full negotiating com-
mittee by telegram and recommend that the
strike be called off.

The full negotiating committee split 27 to |
17 on the deal: full time officials on one side
and most of the elected convenors on the
other.

As at Leyland, the trade union leadership.
has shown itself to be totally unwilling to lead
a fight against the bosses and their Tory pro-
tectors. And in a situation where national
union leadership and backing is seen as vital
<z winning struggles, a united workforce at
Ford has been divided by these bureaucrats to
the benefits of the company.

The stewards’ leadership, which in many
plants has been weak in the face of attacks
on jobs and conditions since 1979, was unable
to defeat this sabotage.

That will be the battle throughout 1982.
Struggles over the elimination of demarca-
tion, total mobility of labour, new technology
and work practices and the elimination of
local agreements are inevitable as Ford im-
plements the efficiency clauses.

Bringing these struggles together will re-
quirea shop stewards’ leadership which plays
a conscious political role; explaining the links
between Ford, the employers offensive
against jobs and the union busting of the
Tories; explaining the need for socialist
policies to fight their attacks. In this way
shopfloor unity can be rebuilt and the
sabotage of the union leadership challenged.

This same need cries out from recent
events in Leyland, Laurence Scott and Staffa
and the continuing struggle over democracy
and socialist policies in the Labour Party. Itis
essential if the bosses and the Tories are to be
taken on and defeated.

JOIN THE FIGHT FOR
SOCIALISM

If you would like to be put in touch with
Socialist Challenge supporters in your area or
would like more information flll in the form
below

Name ..............
AdAress ...ccveninvernrerniviiesrienrararmmnsnsis eeneveee
- Ve - SRS U S
URIoN/CLP (if aNY)..evneeeiieeeieeineeseenes PO

Send to: Socialist Challenge, PO Box 50,
London N1 2XP.

Socialist Challenge

14 January 1982 page 2

ON (S

Ford workers snllt
and hitter

By Mick Drake, Dagenham

‘WE GAVE them a 100 per cent mandate for
strike action and they flung it back in our
faces.” That was how Halewood body plant
shop steward Jimmy Atkinson summed up the

sell-out of the £20 — 35 hours claim rammed
down Ford workers’ throats by their national
union leadership last week.

There was an equally
bitter reaction in other
Ford plants. Swansea
followed Halewood by
voting seven to one for im-
mediate strike action and
passing a vote of no con-
fidence in Ron Todd.

Bridgend, Belfast and
Dagenham ‘knock-down’
and body plants also re-
jected the deal cooked up
by Todd and the company
which contained all the ef-
ficiency clauses and no
more money than the one
rejected  three - weeks
previously.

Assault

The efficiency clauses
amount to a frontal assault
on all the gains in working
practices and conditions
— from job demarcation
to the afternoon tea-break
— won by Ford workers
over the years. They give
the company a free hand in
how new technology is in-
troduced, bringing nearer
the day when company
trained technicians will
operate and repair
automated lines while both
skilled and production
workers lose their jobs.

They make the in-
dividual operator respon-
sible for quality with a
potential threat to hun-
dreds of inspectors’ jobs.
They prepare the day for
when no worker has his or
her ‘own’ job and total
mobility is the norm.

But the leaders’
sabotage suceeded in suffi-
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ciently splitting Ford
workers for the strike to be
called off.

Nowhere was this more
vividly demonstrated than
on the 21,000 strong
Dagenham estate where
every mass meeting split
narrowly one way or
another. A head count of
one mass meeting in the
foundry resulted in a ma-
jority of two for accep-
tance. Demands for a
similar count in the river
plant were rejected as the
deputy convenor — who
supported the deal —
jumped up and down
shouting, ‘We’ve won,
we’ve won’.

When stewards in the
assembly plant announced
that the day shift mass
meeting had voted to ac-
cept, despite their
unanimous recommenda-
tion to reject, there were
angry scenes.

Refused

Many workers refused
to believe the outcome of
the vote and in their
frustration rounded on the
stewards while the villains
of the piece were safely
hidden in their wunion
headquarters.

The situation on the
assembly plant night shift
was even worse. The at-
mosphere was so electric
that senior stewards were
unable even to start the
mass meeting. A straight
vote was taken and was
split down the middle. One
steward was hit on the

Ron Todd: secret deals with manaement

back of the neck with an
iron bar and hospitalised,
others pelted with cans
and nuts and bolts.

There was less violence
but greater confusion in
the body plant which did
vote to reject. The
nightshift had already
walked out in large
numbers on Tuesday. But
at the dayshift mass
meeting the stewards
recommendation was ‘to

strike from
Consequently,

reject and
Monday’.
many who wanted to strike
immediately as well as
those who wanted to ac-
+ cept the deal voted against
the recommendation!

The chief architect of
this chaos and confusion
and misdirected anger was
Ron Todd, chief Ford
union negotiator. The
secret deal he cobbled

together with Ford
management undermined
the unity of the Ford
workers demonstrated in
the near unanimous strike
votes before Xmas.

Now the fear is that
Todd and the union of-
ficials will police the new
agreement and force its
conditions on the
stewards’ leaderships in
the plants.

Ford workers ;at Swansea prewosly ccupymg helr plant
‘We're left to pick up
the bits’

ON 6 January the 1,650
strong Ford transmission
plant in Swansea voted over-
whelmingly to .reject the
company offer and to take
immediate strike action.

convenor, explains his opi-
nion of the national deal to
Celia Pugh.

‘We are bitterly disappointed
with the deal and the way it was
handled by national officials. It
is fairly certain there will be
steps taken through the official
channels of the union following
what has happened. We will be
sending resolutions from the
branch to national officials.

‘The efficiency proposals
could cost us 95 jobs in Swansea
and we've already lost 500 in the
last two years. Now we’ll have
to fight confined by the national
agreement. The deal will cause a
lot of aggravation for local of-
ficials.

‘We're left with the bits to
pick up over the year. They've
broken us wup into small
fragments. Each plant will have
to negotiate on its own without
the umbrella of the National
Joint Negotiating Committee,
even though this has proved a bit

leaky.

‘It's going to be more difficnlt
to take Ford on plant by plant
and they’ll hold the national
agreement against us. If there
had been a national recommen-
dation to reject the offer | feel
sure the national vote would
have gone the other way.

‘We feel disappointed and let
down in Swansea. For once
most people recognised the Ford
proposals were savage and that
it wasn't just a pay issue. Just as
important as the deal was the
way it was concluded.

‘Ron Todd should have put
the recommendation to
everybody on the NJC before
making a press statement. It's-
an agreement that was made for
not by us; it's been rammed
down our throats. But there’'s no
loss of confidence in the local
leadership.

‘In fact there's been a step
forward in relations between
local officials and the plant. This
has brought us together and the
union is strong inside the plant
to defend ourselves.

‘I think if we lose confidence
in the trade union leadership
then we have to change it
through the &venues of the
union.’




Miners - strike to defend living standards!

By Bill Alder

THIS WEEK Britain’'s 250,000 miners are casting
their votes on the National Coal Board's pay of-
fer for 1981-82. The pit-head ballot is the latest
in a chain of events which began last July at

the conference of the National

Union of

Mineworkers. Not for the first time, con-
ference passed resolutions calling for a £100
minimum wage; improvements in holidays and
hours; a salary system to replace the ‘day
wage’; and protection of earnings for men
forced to take lower paid jobs due to injury,

illness or age.

The NCB resporded
with an offer of £4.25 on
basic rates for surface
workers and £6 for face
workers. The rest of the
alleged 9.13 per cent offer
is made up by the in-
dustry’s productivity
scheme — the miners
should pay their own wage
rise! Lastly, there is an in-
sulting ‘loyalty bonus’,
with a maximum £70 for
miners with over 25 years
in the industry.

Pledge

The offer has been
almost unanimously re-
jected by the NUM’s na-
tional executive and by a
special  delegate  con-
ference in December. The
union’s incoming presi-
dent, Arthur Scargill, con-
ducted his campaign on a
pledge to carry out con-
ference decisions on wages
and conditions. In the
coalfields, the feeling of
most miners is that the of-
fer isin fact a pay cut when
inflation is running at
around 15 per cent.

As Alan Harrison from
Markham Colliery, North

Derbyshire  NUM, says,
‘Nine per cent is totally
unacceptable, nowhere
near the rate of inflation.
And just as important, in
my opinion, is the rest of
the claim — the four day
week and the salary
scheme.

‘Why should we lose
money when we’re sick or
on holiday? And rate pro-
tection — God knows how
many older men have kill-
ed themselves, slogging
away at the face rather
than see their money
drop.’

The NCB and the Tory
government find them-
selves in a cleft stick. With
the memory of February’s
strikes against pit closures,
and remembering the
strikes of 1972 and 1974,
they do not want a head-
on confrontation with the
NUM. But big concessions
could be the green light for
other sections of workers
struggling to maintain liv-
ing standards.

Neither can the union
afford to be complacent.
The pit-head ballot is like-
ly to reject the Coal
Board’s offer. But this
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Scargill: policies not personality

doesn’t necessarily mean
either a strike or that the
full claim will automatica-
lly be won.

Many NUM leaders see
the threat of strike action
as enough to scare the
NCB into giving way. But
unless  the leadership
prepares for action now,
then bluff alone will win
very little. The 1972 coal
strike started with unof-
ficial stoppages and
delegations from militant
Yorkshire fanning out
through the neighbouring
coalfields.

The fight against pit
closures was the same, this
time with South Wales and
Scotland taking the lead.
Arthur Scargill and the
militant area and branch
leaderships  should be

ready to repeat these tac-
tics. The press campaign
which will surely follow re-
jection of the offer will
need to be combatted.

But as Alan Harrison
says, the last word will be
with the rank and file
union members:

‘The men will back the
union and reject the offer.
Scargill’s win was because
of his policies not just his
personality. But a strike
could be touch and go
unless the officials at area
level really pull their
fingers out and put it on
the line.

‘The government’s not
going to change its mind.
So it’s either strike or let
them walk all over us.
That’s what the men
should be thinking about
when they vote.’

British Rail regrets to announce ...

By Pete Grant ASLEF, Willesden Branch

ANGER is growing among train drivers to the
way the British Rail Board is trying to impose
Edwardes’ style blackmail onto the drivers
union, ASLEF. Reports from all over the coun-
try tell of unprecedented support for the union

in calling strike action.

The drivers are furious
that the demand that the
1919 eight-hour
guaranteed day agreement
should be sold for the 3 per
cent increase, the BRB
owe to drivers from the
August pay deal (held over
to facilitate the Board’s
short term cash flow pro-
blem).

New rosters for the
York depots have been cir-

culated and  rejected.
Kings Cross drivers said,
‘They are  absolutely

outrageous, they cannot
be worked.’

The rosters show that
some drivers, in a three
week period, would go 15
days without a rest day. As
part of the 39 hour week
over an eight week period,
they would work anything
between 48 hours and 30
hours.

During this period
drivers would only be paid

" for 39 hours each week.
These proposals would
make drivers’ social lives
nearly non-existent.

British . Rail Board’s
press releases and full page
adverts in the tabloids
have turther ~ angered
drivers with their bare fac-
ed lies. BRB told the press
last week that drivers had
an hour at the beginning of
their shift to book on and
read all publications and

notices (for example, tem-
porary speed restrictions)
whereas all they have is ten
minutes.

But by far the most
despicable act has been the
actions of the executive of
the National Union of
Railworkers in signing
away their own members
conditions and then saying
they had gained vast im-
provements in conditions
and repeating the lies con-
tained in the personal let-
ter sent to all drivers by the
BRB as to the nature of the

understanding  reached
during arbitration last
August,

The NUR executive is,
however, coming unstuck
as guards up and down the
country threaten not to
work to the new rosters
and even to join the
ASLEF strike.

A mass meeting of
drivers at  Stonebridge
Park depot has decided
along with Euston, Wat-
ford and Kings Cross to im-
pose a work to rule from
Monday 11 January to put
pressure to extend the ac-
tion on the ASLEF ex-
ecutive meeting the same
day.

An all-out strige now
seems likely unless the
Board and its  puppet
master, the Tory govern-
ment, give in,

HOW TO FIGHT
‘PRODUCTIVITY’

What policies are needed to tackle productivity in
the rail industry? Order now ‘How to fight produc-
tivity’, a Socialist Challenge pamphlet for rail-
workers. 35p plus 10p p&p.

Cheques/Postal orders to Cardinal Enterprises
Ltd. Available from: Rail pamphiet, PO Box 50, Lon-
don N1 2XP.

Don’t rely on the Daily Mirror or the Star for your facts (left —
part of full page adverts appearing in these papers). Get Socialist
Challenge pamphlet to arm yourself and your co-workers against

the inevitable press onslaught against the train drivers.

GREG TUCKER NUR
guard on the Southern
Region reports:

Back in August we only ac-
cepted the pay deal on the
grounds that the productivity
discussion was totally
separate from the talks on
pay. Of course some of us
knew that in reality secret
deals had probably been
struck.

Nevertheless, the extent of
the sell-out on productivity
has shocked a lot of workers.
National Union of
Railwaymen guards are sav-

ing if the train drivers can
fight these deals, why can’t
we?

Solidarity between guards
and drivers this time round is
quite amazing. Traditionally
the divide and rule tactic has
kept drivers and guards at
each others throats but not
now.,

Guards have been asking
drivers into their mess rooms
to explain what’s going on,
and what action ASLEF, the
drivers union, is proposing to
take. We know that any room
to manoeuvre in local produc-

tivity discussions will be ¢z -
the drivers lose.

Local negotiations  --<
very difficult when na:icr:
we’re being siabbed i

- back. But some guari:
depots such as Streathar: =.
have been out on strike 7.7
week .

Railworkers usually tr> .
keep servicesrunning wher. : =<
- weather’s bad. Not this nme
As one driver put i1, ‘Le:
hope it snows when we're cu:
and the roads are blocke:
Then we can really bring 1=z
country to a standstill.’

Are you still in the dark about flexible rostering?
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Jim Mortimer, asking for quiet.

Labour Party
Portrait of a professional

HE HAS been a member of the Young
Communist League. He has been involved
with the Institute for Workers Control,
New Left Review and The Week, a one time
revolutionary socialist magazine in the
Labour Party.

He has been a shipyard worker and a trade
union official.

On the other hand, later on in his life he served
London Transport as an advisor on industrial rela-
tions. From there he joined the bosses’ organisa-
tion, the Confederation of British Industry as a
member of its employment affairs committee.

He is Jim Mortimer, the newly appointed
general secretary of the Labour Party, who claims
‘deep socialist conviction’, but whose recent
history has been to arbitrate between management
and unions. Mortimer has done so through the
government’s Arbitration, Conciliation and Ad-
visory Services. He was appointed to the job by
Harold Wilson, way back in 1974, he was confirm-
ed in it by Jim Prior.

Jim Mortimer is like that, he tries to be a friend
of everyone. Like his former boss at the Depart-
ment of Employment Jim Mortimer is a wet. In-
deed, as head of ACAS for the last seven years he
has turned wetness into a profession.

Take the following example. In 1978 the right
wing National Federation of the Self-Employed, in

o5 v 80,0 .

a rather hysterical report, accused ACAS of being
‘politically motivated’ and exposed Mortimer’s
left wing past. ACAS was accused of siding with
unions in cases involving union recognition.

Mortimer replied with statistics. Defending the
record of ACAS he explained that ‘out of 555
references settled or withdrawn, 291 (52 per cent)
were cases where unions were fully or partly suc-
cessful in gaining recognition. In 239 (43 per cent)
the unions’ applications were unsucessful.’

There was an almost perfect case of wetness —
siding with the workers half the time, siding with
the bosses the other half. ‘ACAS should be judged
by what it is doing’, defended Mortimer, ‘It is not
an argument about politics.” All reasonable
moderates would agree with that — politics should
be kept out of disputes between management and
unions.

Going one stage further, Jim Mortimer may
even have the view that politics should be kept out
of politics. Reporting on his press conference after
he was appointed, The Times said: ‘He clearly sees
his job in terms of the overall membership and
Labour’s appeal to the electorate rather than the
excessive fervour of socialism.’
~ And yet Mortimer was the left candidate for
general secretary. One explanation was the man he
was opposing — the trade union burcaucrat Alex
Ferry who was, if the rumours were correct, a great

wet

By Geoff Bell

believer in purges and, who as general secretary of
the Confederation of Shipbuilding and Engineer-
ing Unions is currently doing his best to smash the
Laurence Scott strike in Manchester.

By contrast Mortimer, despite his recent past,
continues to claim left credentials. He says he is a
unilateralist, supports withdrawal from the Com-
mon Market, and advocates a reduction on
military spending.

But he is also a firm believer in incomes policy,
having began his career in arbitration between
management and unions on the Prices and In-
comes Board in the late 1960s. His politics were
summed up this way by the F2ancial Times: ‘He
has never disguised his cominitment to radical
change, but he has always argued for it in a com-
monsense way.’

So what will the appointment of this com-
monsense radical mean for the Labour Party?
That will depend on forces outside of his control.
On how willing the Bennite left is to arbitrate and
conciliate with the right wing leadership of the
parliamentary party.

But one thing can be predicted. If, with his ex-
perience at ACAS behind him, Jim Mortimer is
asked to give judgement on the case of the unfair
dismissal of the Labour candidate for Bermond-
sey, he is unlikely to pronounce in favour of Peter
Tatchell.

‘"PEACE has broken out in the Labour
Party’, proclaimed the Daily Mirror on
7 January.

The occasion was the Bishop’s
Stortford meeting between leaders of
the trade unions and the Labour Party.

in practical terms the meeting

achieved little. But, behind the
scenes, Tony Benn is reported tc have
promised not to contest the deputy
jeadership of the party before the next
genera!l election. In return, further
financial support for the party isto b

forthcoming from the unions, Otner
reports suggest the anti-left witch-
hunt mdy be smwed down,
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By Brian Heron

Labour were humiliated by being pushed into
third place, and its vote dropped by nearly 16

per cent. o o ‘
But another, less publicised statistic which

came out at Crosby was the encrmous size of
the Tony Benn meeting. As many as 1800 at-

tended with a further 500 turned away.
To put it another way, the party’s support

in the workers’ movement may be being whittl-

ed back to a minority, but that minority ts more
and more comimitied 1o some radical change in
a socialist direction.

The same situation is visible in the unions.
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SDP - Three Card Trick

I ADVISE Phil Hearse if he ever goes down Lon-
don's Oxford Street to keep away from *é’hfs
shady-looking frmractws who y the Three
Card Tnck Gn the evidence of his a; tsc!e on the
Crosby by-clection (8¢ 224} | reckon he would
get taken every time, bowgeois 0
- The Trick relies on
sleight
puniers’
ifrom ther

Par”'

with m.o i
d berw
“lasses

the 1wo
cogiet ty
1 the bi

S WG O

v hiat he Ld"
SUS among 5
observers’ {ie Torv

NTESS
Dress

{i1s) in their specula-

’vo Wit the

iions
General E

5 nw\u; the possibility of
an SDP  or  Alliance

Sovernmeant

So w'm' would happen

it the Alliance’s lmml
wagnn rofls on unchesi 'w
by an offensive {rom ib
movement?  The

MOs nl’f”} iwo(m surely
wmuo bc avernment of

ss would
; «\f chopp-

ruling class ploi to give
them a second chance in
the ever more likely event
of Thatcher being over-
whelmingly rejected.
Ted Heath hm
rehearsed the ‘coalition
option” in 1974 when after
the election he hung on o
try and get a deal with
Jeremy Thums‘s Liberals,

10 expose this HHPL £a.c
’ not to piay the game,
‘e can turn the labour
strategy
i T oithe

Lett
et letters. s

-

{

cond line of defence’
shows this to be the case.

If we understand this
then we ought to realise
that the left’s opportunity
is not ‘in the next decade’
as Phil Hearse put it, but
here and now.

Articles which gaze n-
10 f\stal aails um{ tell us

that the I not sur-
vive its first :»r iod in of-
fice’ and resirict
themselves LO pleading

¢ the Bennite left *open

fuptoa \.d‘,he about

what precisely coustitutes
ramme

capitalist policies’ are

what our mos c‘mcm needs

at the moment,

Socialist Challenge
already fas @ programme
and its policies are the ones
that can enable the labour
movement 10 defeat the
Tories and rhe Adliance.
S0 — don’t let vourself
umraaea by
4 ilusions ~’n [;

Y CUSACE
, London

# AT THE END of January, two new
journals of the Fourth International
in English will appear — Interna-

tional Viewpoint and International

point will be a fortnightly news ser-
vice produced in Paris. Its aim is to
provide the workers movement with
more in-depth coverage of world
events than is possible in the
framework of a weekly paper. it will
translate into English major articles
from the press of the entire Fourth
International

The introductory issue wiil be a
double issue and erpear on 25
January. It will contain major ar- k.
ticles on each sector of the world
revolution. Starting regular publica-

! tion on 22 February, International

Marxist Review. International View- iy

Viewpoint will be an indispensable
guide to worid politics for militants
in the revelutionary movement, We
appeal to all supporters of the Fourth
ternational in Britain to subscribe
to and support this journal.

international! Marxist Review wiil be
the English language version of
Quatrieme Internationale the
theoretical journal of the Fourth In-
ternational, which appears three
times a year and contains longer
theoretical articles from leaders and
militants of the Fourth international.

The first issue of International
Marxist Review contains articles on
Poland and the bureaucracy by
Ernest Mandel, the French QC! by
Daniel Bensaid, Soviet influence and
neocolonialism in Africa by Claude

Box 50,

Two new journais of ' the F@wth im@ma?ms’aai

Gabriel, as well as articles on France,
the Fourth International and a major
editorial on problems of the Central
American revolution. International
Marxist Review will make available
in English many of the theoreticai
writings from Fourth International
leaders which are at present only
available in French.

To subscribe to international View-
point: Make out bank or postal che-
que to ‘'PEC’ {£16 for 25 issues sur-
face mail, £18 airmail) and send to In-
ternational Viewpoint, 2 rue Richard
Lenoir, 93108 Montreuil, France.
North American readers send $31
{surface mail) or $39 (air mail).

To subscribe to International Marxist
Review send £4.50 {$11) to IMR, PO
London N1 2XP.

The SDP is not a
side show...

Phil Hearse replies

THE QUESTION to come to grips with in d=al-
ing with the rise of the SDP is whether 1t
represents anything fundamental in  British
politics. is there a split developing in the labour
movemant? Is bourgsocis politics recompcs:
ing? Oris the SDP just 2 marginal side-show?
The point i was maki-‘-wg in the article is that
ihie rise of the SDP is a product of the profound
political crisis in both the iabour movement
and the ruling class, brought about by both the
failure o7 successive Labour gevern*\rﬂme %f""
the failure of Thatcherism to solve the crisis
Thatcherism, far from soiving the crisis, has mad
worse for those f\ectif,ns of the bourgeoisie ?Ja‘
marmf:actuf:m. If the Tories siay wedded to That
and monet 1, there is no doubi that large sectior
the bourgeo MH ue prepared to dump the Tories
he SDP/Liberal alliance,

@l

lock at the mcslfm frons th poim o‘ vw\
The rise
nd ling of defence for me m;m,g
wing Labour it would b
: zmm Iha Bcn“ — bath in the uni
Y x.ha bourgeoi
iy, not v
h that ﬂotennax
w‘» are Iacw mc,ezcre with & ma<<w>

as much is nm G be da led’ byth medw <
o recognise the reality. These development
‘ruling ciass plot’, ihcy represent profounﬂ
<ide the bourgeoisie about !“ow to deal witix s
movement and the orisi s why the face o0 =~ ¢+~
politics §s bein ‘:ormﬂd, and Wi -
¢ T parties in pe

— iabour, Tories ar

{ 11 politic al deba
in uu‘«un e 1o ieft ref(‘rmmn.
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Scotts hit hack

By Pete Clifford

at union leaders

inated him.

‘We saw the same pro-
blem in relation to the
Plansee strike. The ex-
ecutive council and full-
time officials are petrified
of people fighting for their
jobs, they want an easy
ride.’

The  strikers  have
therefore decided they’ve
had enough of being push-
ed around by Boyd, Duffy
and Cure.

A campaign has been
launched into the
engineering union, calling
for a ballot on the removal
of the executive council.

Under rule 14 of the

Laurence Scott
Strike Bulletin No 3

NEW issge with the case of the Scott strikers
and_ their appeal for action by engineers
against the AUEW council NOW OUT.

ORDER, 2p each plus postage, from LSE strike
committee, 20 Roundcroft, Romiley, Cheshire.
All donations for the AUEW ‘-ule 14’ campaign
gratefully accepted.

cept s beine lreated 1n 2 AUEW constitution, if ten |
AT kTHEh Sta'l':_ lo)f tkhﬁ y:ie_arﬂi.a'ure:nce Sc:’htt gfc;irgitasltgte by our national per c?nth (approi(lifnatelly Laurence Scott Strike Commiitee
strikers have hit back hard in their nine months S . 260) of the branches calls .
long fight for jobs. o ) Since dispute benefits 0 Nhis, the  general Protest resolution for AUEW
g g . This view was first put were withdrawn in late Ju . A
Last Friday, 8  about by employer Arthur ly, the engineering union zzcl{gttary must conduct a branches
January, over 200 gpipe, later to be backed leaders have pulled every Over the last five mon-

mounted a mass picket
and demonstration at their
Manchester factory. They
were addressed by local
MP Charles Morris, who
told the strikers he had
been with them on day one
and would stay with them
*til the finish.

The mass picket was
called when strikers ob-
tained a copy of a letter be-
ing circulated to miners in
an effort to stop blacking
of the Scotts motors.

Smear

The letter, written by
Alex Ferry, CSEU general
secretary, and distributed
by miners’ president Joe
Gormley claims the pickets
are not even ex-employees.

Confed

eration of Shipbuildin

up by Ken Cure, engineer-
ing union executive
member, and is now being
used as a smear in the
miners’ union.

But the message from
the convenor Denis Barry
was clear. ‘Today’s picket
has produced 200 and odd
strikers, we intend to stay
until we get a satisfactory
settlement.’

Phil Penning, TASS
steward said, “This
demonstration proves we
aren’t going to walk away.
All we’ve got to walk away
to is the dole queue.’

Picketing is being
organised on a round-the-
clock basis, and a call will
be made for a mass picket,

if any efforts are made to

break the picket line.

e & Engineering U

140. 142 walworth Road

ndon SE17 l-]w
1%21. 01-703 2215/8

Mr J Gormiey,
President,
National U orad

ton >
222 Eus! W1 2B

London,

Dear Brother Gormley,
e Scott and Electro

Lawrenc!

Earlier this ye
tatives of the
Unions when
pressure on th
from their decl
actual f;
followin:

nion of M

ar you Wer!

ineworkers,

Charles Mns MpP

But the strikers are not
leaving it at that. The fight
outside the factory is to be
escalated.

Denis Barry explains,
‘We’re dealing with an
unscrupulous  employer,
but you expect that, from
the Snipes of this world.

‘What we cannot ac-

nions
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Photo: LAURA MITCHELL

trick they could to under-
mine the strike.

The constitution of the
AUEW has been ignored
and open collaboration
with the employer has
gone on.

Ballot

Recently, when
picketers faced injunctions
under the Employment
Act, the union went so far
as to withdraw
facilities.

Denis Barry believes,
‘Laurence Scott isn’t an
isolated example, we’ve
seen a pattern of this. I feel
Derek Robinson should
have been defended by the
trade union movement,
but the AUEW assass-

legal

ths the strikers have won
resolutions of support
from 1,060 branches of the
union, so the target is
realisable.

A new strike bulletin
has been produced and
copies mailed to all 2,600
branches of the union as
the first stage in this cam-
paign.

Duffy, Boyd and Cure
may want an easy ride, but
the Scotts strikers can
make it very rough for
them.

It is high time these
sell-out merchants were
challenged in the union for
the role they play.
Workers at Laurence Scott
have given a lead on this to
all engineers which must
be followed.

‘THIS branch believes executive council has
seriously mishandled the Laurence Scott
dispute. As this is an issue of concern to all
AUEW members the branch demands a ballot
for removal of executive council in line with
Rule 14, paragraph five.’

Rule 14, paragraph five states: ‘The executive
council, or any member thereof may be removed
from office by a ballot of the membership of the
union provided such a ballot is demanded by ten
per cent or more of the branches and not less than
two thirds of the membership are in favour of such
removal. The ballot should be conducted by the
General Secretary.’

If your branch supports the protest resolution,
make sure it is sent to the AUEW general office,
110 Peckham Rd, London SE15 and a copy is sent
to the strike committee, 20 Roundcroft, Romiley;
Cheshire with donations.

24 hurs ,sike agaist Tories
called in Sheffield

By Pamela Holmes

‘CALLING all workers in South
Yorkshire! Join forces on 25 January
to protest against this Tory govern-
ment policy, they are crucifying the
living standards of our people.’

This is the call from the South
Yorkshire engineering and steel com-
mittee for a 24 hour stoppage of work
and day of action to start a campaign

~against the Tory policies.

Closures and redundancies in steel and
engineering over the last 18 months are affec-
ting the whole region. Unemployment figures
now match the national average and are likely
to o on rising, .

I s not just that closures in steel and
engineering cause closures and redundancies in
other sectors as David Blunkett left 1.abour
feader of Sheffield City Council pointed out
a meeting of shop stewards an 11 January.

Government proposals for cutting back on
local authority spending also have a knock on
cffect. Public spending cuts don™t siimply mean
redundancy at the town hall, they also mean

- Bill Owen, president of the South Yorkshire
Association of Trades Councils explained that
the aim of the day of action would not simply
be a protest against unemployment. In his view,
the campaign also has to oppose government
cuts in local government spending and the pro-
posals to restrict trade union rights and local
authority democracy,

The alternative policies he put torward are
those of the TUC and the aliernative economic
and political strategy,

The meeting on the 1 January heard siy
reports of the response to the appeat. In British
Steel for example, although the crafts commit-
tee has received the support of its members it
appears that the ISTC has not even informed
their workers.

Officials  of the  National Union  of
Mineworkers were reported as saving that their
contribution will be winning the strike baltor.

Support tv coming i from some of the
traditionally well organised engineering plants
but other areas are more doubtiul.

A proposal to use picketing to make the 24
hour strike effective was victoushy rejected by
the Communist Party spokespeople e

mxsg\}(l)ns of the unions at n?mon% vou could use less work for the private sector. allgrnali‘\_?"\‘m\ to *have a chat” with ditferent
decisi ce again be obliged if 3 blackin I is this interdependence of ditferent see union officials,
therefore ('mform your members to cease tors that explain why the call for action include- However increasing numbers of people in
offiices t0 7 f Mining Supplies Lid. workers in transport, hospitais and other public the Fabour Party and trade unions are realising
the fac}0f165°in anticipation. wrvices. that stmplhy talkine i not the way 1o beat the
Thanking you 1y & The 24 howr stoppave and march are seen as Tortes,
yours fraternaily, the start of the cimpaten which as one <hop [ his can be exprossed o 23 January then
Alex Ferry steward put it s more Bhel o be g marathon an effective campaden 1o defoa the Fories nin

General Secretary
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What your union/Labour Party/
students union can do

+ lIssue statements of support for Solidarnosc

+ Organise fact-finding delegations to go to
Poland

+ Demand of Polish Embassy that the TUC
delegation to Poland is allowed in

+ Twin your workplace, union branch with
similar unit of Solidarnosc

+ Sponsor local meetings, marches to support
Solidarnosc, invite the London Solidarnosc group
to speak

+ Continue links with Solidarnosc, boycott links
with any phony new ‘union’

+ Order Labour Focus on Eastern Europe for all
the facts on Poland

Solidarity n Committees  with

Solidarnosc

Birmingham Polish Solidarity Committee, ¢/0
Roger Murray, Sparkhill Labour Club, Stratford
Rd, Birmingham.

Glasgow Polish Solidarity Committee, ¢/o0 lan
McCalman, 18 Mossgiel Rd, Glasgow, G43. Ring
041-632 1839.

Greater Manchester Polish Solidarity Com-
mittee, c¢/o:Jon Silberman, 51 Montrose House,
Crete St, Oldham, Lancs. Ring 061-620 2885.
Eastern Europe Solidarity Campaign, 10 Park
Drive, London NW11. Ring 01-458 1501.
Labour Focus on Eastern Europe, Box 23, 136
Kingsland High St, London ES8.

Polish Solidarity Campaign, 69 Edinburgh Rd,
London E13.

Solidarnosc Trade Union Working Group in
UK, 64 Philbeach Gardens, Earls Court, London
SWS3. Ring (1-373 3492.

Solidari ;' events with Polish
workers;

BIRMING j:AM: Rally and march on Sat 6
February, called by Birmingham Polish Solidarity
Committee and the Trades Council.

CARDIFF: March and rally called by Welsh-

Polish Solidarity Committee on Sat 16 January.
Assemble 1.30 at Sophia Gardens for march. Rally

~at 3pm in Cardiff City Hall with political and

labour movement speakers.

GLASGOW: March and rally called by Glasgow
Polish Solidarity Committee on Sat 23 January.
Assemble 1.30pm, Queen Margaret Drive for mar-
ch. Rally at 3pm at Patrick Burgh Hall with labour
movement speakers.

MANCHESTER: March and rally called by
Greater Manchester Polish Solidarity Committee
on Thur 28 January. Assemble 6.30pm All Saints,

- Oxford Rd for march. Rally at 7.30 at Free Trade

Hall with labour movement speakers.

" Lancashire association of trades

councils back Solidarnosc

This County Association condemns the sheer
deceit of those who claim to defend Solidar-
nosc whilst simultaneously,

. -a) conspiring to prop up military dictatorships

in El Salvador and other Latin American

»states, justifying the racist South African

g

w

.regime, its military occupation of Namibia
‘and its incursions into Mozambique, Angola,
-Zimbabwe, and the Seychelles,

b} conspiring to escalate the number of
nuclear warheads in Europe pointing at the

‘heads of the Polish and other Européan and
‘Soviet workers as part of their Cold War

plans,

' #c) sabotaging the economies and preparing

“‘contingency plans for the military invasion of

| © Cuba, Grenada and Nicaragua,
.- d) arresting and jailing striking and picketing
" 'workers, while seeking even further legal

restrictions to undermine the ability of unions
in their own countries to pursue the
democratic right to a job, a living wage and
sexual and racial equality.

Only the labour and trade union movement
internationally can legitimately defend its
right to an independent existence. In Poland
we therefore call for:

a) an end to repression and martial law,

b) the reledse of all political prisoners,

¢) no intervention in Poland by outside nation
states, .

d) food aid for the Polish workers,

e) material aid to Solidarnosc by the TUC,

f) trade union delegations to visit Poland,

g) labour movement and Solidarnosc
speakers under the auspices of the TUC to
tour the Lgncashire area,

h) resolutions and discussion to be encourag-
ed and future trades councils and branch
meetings to continue the discussion on the
probiems facing the Polish workers,

i) to sponsor a national labour movement
conference to discuss the situation in Poland
and solidarity with Solidarnosc.

. &,
Passed by executive committee of Lancashire

association of trades councils to go (o Nortlh West
TUC quarterly on 23 January.

Glasgow solidarity with Solidarnosc demo before Xmas

olidarity in Scotland

Solidarity activist, Marek Garz-
tecki, will be touring Scotland

next week.

His visit has been prompted by the
Glasgow Polish Solidarity Committee, a
body of trade union and Labour Partv
activists whose aim is to build support in
the labour movement for an end to the

repression in Poland.
Garztecki,

working group in Britain.

During his visit it is hoped to arrange
a series of meetings with shop stewards
committees, trades councils, and other
labour movement bodies. Garztecki will
be in Glasgow on 20 ‘January, the
Stirling/Falkirk area on 21 January, and

Lothian on 22 January.

a worker at
Radio, had just started a course here
when the military coup took place. He is
a member of the Solidarity trade union

_On Saturday 23 January the Glasgow
Polish Solidarity Committee is organis-

ing a demonstration followed by a mass

rally at which Garztecki will be one of the
main speakers. Others who have agreed
to speak are Lee Jeans convenor Helen
Monaghan, fomer UCS workers’ leader,
Jimmy Reid, and Labour MP John Max-

ton and Denis Canavan.

Warsaw

NALGO,
members.

3pm.

Socialist Challenge says

Solidarity with
Solidarnosc

By Penny Duggan

THE IMPOSITION of martial law in Poland
represents a severe setback for the workers’
movement in Poland and internationally. The
internment of many of the leaders of Solidar-
nosc, the crushing of the factory occupations
and the rolling back of the gains made by the
independent working class organisations have

halted the

development of

the anti-

bureaucratic leadership. However the workers’
movement is not defeated.

The resistance goes on.
Solidarnosc bulletins are
dlilt * being  circulated
clandestinely and passive
resistance in the workplace
continues. Through such

resistance the re-
establishment of the class
struggle leadership  that

has characterised Solidar-
nosc can take place. We
cannot predict the
timescale. But the Polish
crisis will be prolonged.

Sohdarity with
Solidarnosc is a major task
tfor the whole of the left,
and will be so tor a pro-
tracted period. There are
big opportunities  within
the ranks of the workers’
movement and among
voung people for a cam-
paign of solidarity with the
Polish workers.

But the traditional
leadership ot the workers’
movement acts as a block
to developing this cam-
paign.  The right  wing
leaders join in Cold War-
mongering and seck 1o ally
with  imperialism.  The
sitence  of  the  lefts s
deatening.

Their refusal to build
solidarity with Solidarnose
strengthens  imperialism

For labour movement solidarity

THE Polish workers are
still fighting the junta of
General Jaruzelski.
Miners have been shot,
thousands arrested and
interned in concentra-
tion camps, and many
more have been sacked
by the authorities.

The fight against the
Polish armed forces and
the burcaucracy which has
ruled so corruptly and in-
competently is a workers'

and helps the right wing to
gain  credibilitv.  They
weaken themselves by ap-
pearing identified with the
Stalinist bureaucracy.

In this situation many
of the traditional alliances
within the workers' move-
ment will be upset by the
cvents in Poland and their
impact. on the world
political situation. Only
the revolutionary Marxists
within the labour move-
ment  oppose  the  im-
perialist offensive against
the colonial revolution,
against Thatcher’s austeri-
tv policies and arc also
prepared to organise the
anti Stalinist struggle in

defence of the Polish
workers.

Sovialist Challenge
bel{e\'es that there are two
major tasks. First, to

organise support for the
workers”  resistance  in

Poland. This creates the

fight. It needs the im-
mediate and unconditional
support of all workers East
or West,

The labour movement
needs to organise its own
class solidarity with the
Polish workers, complete-
ly independently from the
Cold War politics and ac-
tions of Reagan and That-
cher. Build labour move-
ment demonstrations,
rallies and meetings. Build
understanding  and - sup-

best conditions for the
emergence of a new
politically stronger leader-
ship of the rank and file
Polish workers.

Setond, Socialist
Challenge,  representing
the most consistently inter-
nationalist current also
aims to extend its support.
Socialist Challenge sup-
porters up and down the
country should be wearing
Solidarnosc badges, sell-
ing Socialist Challenge
which has had the best
record of coverage on the
Polish events.

Untl now the response
of the British labour

movement in defence of .

their Polish sisters and
brothers has been a
disgrace. Socialists should
argue for the TUC and the
Labour Partv to organise
suppost for the Polish
workees. We should de-
mand that solidarity -ac-
tions are organised calling
for- £
* an edd to martial law
* full rights for Solidar-
nosc
* release of all internees
* no Soviet intervention
The Eastern European
Solidarity Campaign is
organising a major rally at
the beginning of February

port in the unions, Labour
Parties, and communities
for the Polish workers’
fight.

End martial law. Free
Lech Walesa. Release all
political and union
prisoners. An end to all
restrictions on Solidar-
nosc. No Warsaw Pact in-
tervention. No to the state
unions: build links with
the underground workers’
resistance. Send money,
food and literature to

tor which it is seeking na-
tional Labour Party and
trade union sponsorship.

Moves are also under-
way to organise a national
Solidarity with Solidar-
nosc conference that will
lav the basis for ongoing
solidarity  action, par-
ticularly in the rank and
file of the labour move-
ment.

Socialist Challenge op-
poses the Cold War calls
for boycotts of Polish and
Soviet goods, proposed by
some  right wing trade
union leaders and Presi-
dent Reagan, who openly
supports the suppression
of democratic rights in El
Salvador,

Contrary to other press
reports Solidarnosc
representatives  in  this
country and in Europe
have not called. for such
boycotts, Nor would they
be in the interests of the
Polish  workers them-
selves. )

The  British - labour
movement should also
have nothing to do with
any new phony ‘trade
union’ set up to replace
Solidarity in Poland.

It will be just like the
other unions in Eastern
Europe, with no right to
strike, and with all ap-
pointments in the union
totally under the control
of the ruling party. In
any contact with these
‘unions’ the labour move-
ment should insist that
they publicise the TUC’s
support for Solidarnosc.

these organisations. Un-
conditional support for
the Polish workers’ fight.

Reg Race MP, Jonathan
Hammond (vice-presi-
dent NUJ), Oliver Mac-
Donald (Labour Focus
on Eastern Europe),
Socialist Organiser Al-
liance, Socialist
Challenge, London
Labour Briefing.

Socialist Challenge
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Support for the demonstration was
overwhelmingly voted last Saturday by
the branch council of Strathclyde region

which

The Scottish TUC will be
discussing this week whether to send a
speaker to the rally.

" The demonstration will assemble in
Queen Margaret Drive (near Polish con-
sulate) at 1.30pm, marching off at 2pm
Jor the rally in Patrick Burgh Hall, at

represents 20,000

Socialist
Challenge
Poland forums

Hounslow: Sun 17 Jan,
7pm at George IV pub, 185
Chiswick High Rd, W4.
East London: Wed 3 Feb,
7.30pm at Dalston
Library, Dalston Junc-
tion, ES8.

Newport: Thur 21 Jan,
7pm at YMCA,Commer-
cial St, Newport.
Southampton: Thur 21
Jan, 1pm at University

. clubs and societies rooms,
- students union building.

Lambeth: Fri 22 Jan,
7.30pm at Lambeth Town
Hall.

Swansea: Thur 21 Jan.
Leicester: Thur 28 Jan.

Socialist
Challenge
national school
on Poland

Two day educational
school on Poland and
political revolution for
Socialist Challenge sup-
porters on 13/14
February. If you would
like to come, see your local
SC supporters or write [0:
Socialist Challenge school,
PO Box 50, London NI.

Socialist Challenge

RN PAMPHLE T
Solidarity with
Solidarity

New Socialist Challenge
pamphlet now out! Just
25p, or 20p for bulk orders

from supporters’ groups.
Get your copy now!

LABOUR FOCUS ON

4 Sonalis Defonor Bulients o Rathon Fardie wal G L3R
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AS POLAND enters its second month
of martial law the workers’ resistance
continues. Latest reports speak of the
underground Solidarnosc putting outa
twice daily bulletin, a weekly journal,
and of clandestine co-ordination grow-

ing in the major cities.

International solidarity with the
Polish workers is also building up.
Solidarnosc representatives in Europe
have called for an international day of

Eyewitness report by Bernard
Guetta reprinted from Le
Monde

Over there, some 200 metres
from gate number two of the
Lenin shipyard, made famous
by numerous photos, the large
meeting room is completely
empty. The national strike
committee which was formed
on Sunday is meeting
somewhere else, carefully hid-
den in this vast expanse of
quays, recesses, dozens of
workshops, offices and metal
gates which form the cradle of
Solidarnosc.

Passes, obtained with great dif-
ficulty as they distrust everyone, are
not enough to tell you where to go.
But if people recognise you, they take
you, one way then another, until you
finally come across the delegates.

‘National strike committee’ is
really an overstatement. There are on-
ly really delegates from the shipyard
workshops, representatives of 48
Gdansk enterprises, and about 20
members of Solidarnosc’s staff who
have escaped, and one member of the
national presidium, Waszkiewicz. It’s
not much, but on Sunday the
shipyard was empty and today, Mon-
day 14 December, the workers are all
here, with their helmets on, red and
white armbands, on strike.

The day before, when there were
only forty representatives here from
factories and twenty other workers at
most, it did not seem that anything
other than token gestures could be
made. It was nice to be in the refec-
tory again, first one person then
another turns up free, they hug and
laugh, and tell tales of how under the
noses of the militia they escaped the
net. But with so few, what can be
done?

It is clear that these men and
women have not regrouped only to be
picked up again. After a long debate
they decide to leave the shipyard
before ten o’clock, the hour of the
curfew decreed by the authorities. A
good job too as the militia invaded the
shipyard at 8 minutes past two during
the night. The ‘forces of order’ break
the roneos and the typewriters that
they come across moving in columns
between the workshops, arrest seven
militants, handcuff them, and then
leave again.

The guiding theme of the com-
muniques of the Military Council for
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to prison
resistance.

National Salvation is that everything
in the country is calm and that
everyone should go to their place of
work. To make the militia occupy the
yards in these conditions would be a
blunder. Monday morning, the first
working day since the state of war, the
workers flock to work.

In the suburbs of Gdansk, the ar-
my has taken up its positions, but in
the town all is normal and calm. This
calm is the master card of the
authorities: to show that the one pro-
clamation of national salvation has
been enough to normalise the situa-
tion, as if each Pole was just waiting
to hear it. The people, on the other
hand, think only about building bar-

.cades.

They are afraid, it’s true. But at

the same time they do not believe,

action on 30 January.

But the repression against Solidar-
nosc within Poland is severe. Tens of
thousands have been sacked from
their jobs, thousands more are intern-
ed and hundreds have been sentenced
terms for

organising

We reprint on these pages two ac-
counts of the resistance at the Lenin
shipyards in Gdansk, birthplace and
symbol of Solidarnosc.

they do not want to believe that their
liberty is over. It’s a bizarre game of
cat and mouse which allows the
workers to enter the shipyards as if
nothing has happened. In less than an
hour the Polish flags, a symbol for 15
months of strikes and struggles for
democracy, fly over the gates. Guard
rotas are organised. From the roof-
tops they scan the horizon.

They listen politely to the factory
director who, in a choking voice, calls
for a return to work, insisting on the
threats which go with the state of war.
They like the director a lot and while
listening to him, they whisper: ‘It’s
not his fault, they made him do it.’
And then, after his fruitless appeals
for ten minutes or so, a young worker
redds out in a loud voice the strike
communigques.

}he first wo;ker falls dead in the snow

The firstdeath in Gdansk

THE SOLIDARNOSC
bulletin number 9 an-
nounced that Antoni
Growarczyk aged 23 died
in Gdansk on 17
December close to the
Gdansk monument to
the 1970 dead. The
bulletin described the
scene as follows:

‘From the morning the
ZOMO (motorised militia)
had closed off all access to
the monument. In the after-
noon more and more people

&.tried to reach it but at the
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same time ZOMO rein-
forcements were despatch-
ed. The crowd shouted:
‘Gestapo’ and sang the na-
tional anthem. The ZOMO
used their guns, and tear gas
grenades which the crowd
threw back at them.

‘In the afternoon, a
whole crowd of people were
arrested and the struggle
became increasingly bitter:
one side with stones, the
other with guns. We now
know the name of one of
those killed: Antoni

Growarczyk, aged 23.°

From the other side of the gate,
the crowd, which has also grown since
yesterday, applauds incessantly the
repeated demands for the immediate
lifting of the state of war, the release
of all the prisoners whose names are
read out. They would have liked to
have heard something else, to hear
that region after region, the whole of
Poland, is standing together in op-
position, and that a triumphant Lech
Walesa is making his way to the

- shipyard. It’s far from being the case.

But this monotony of communiques
serves as an antidote to the hammer-
ing away of the radio and television
since six o’clock on Sunday morning.

Every hour like clockwork in bet-

ween two pieces of classical music, a-

voice like an automaton weighs down

The last hou
of the Len

on Poland: ‘As previously announc
the Military Council for Nation
Salvation has been constituted und
the leadership of General Wojcie
Jaruzelski ...’

And each time the voice drones «
for twenty minutes: ‘It is forbidden

’ Forbidden to meet, to mo
around without authorisation,
stick up posters, to circulate leaflet
to loiter in public places, to go o
between 10pm and 6am, for anyor
over 13 to go out without identi
cards, forbidden to buy petrol, |
draw more than 10,000 zlotys fro:
one’s bank account, to wear badge
to send parcels, to make collection
to organise sporting activities, to stc
in border areas, to carry knives.

Tanks crash through the famous shipyard gates




s of freedom
Shipyard

)

A,

The activities of Solidarity, and
also those of the Journalists Associa-
tion, the Independent Students
Association, are suspended. The pro-
perty and monies of Solidarity are im-
pounded. Constitutional freedoms
are suspended and the inviolability of
residences is lifted. All citizens bet-
ween 16 and 65 can be placed in forc-
ed labour for renewable periods of
seven days. All military leave is
suspended. Reservists are liable to im-
mediate call-up. .

The terms of reference of the
military tribunals have been enlarged
and the judicial proceedings speeded
up. Post, transport, petrol stations,
refineries, mines, ports, firefighters,
are all ‘militarised’. Their employees
no longer have any employment con-

[ LY

tract, nor do they any longer have the
chance to resign, and any refusal to
obey orders from now on is con-
sidered an act of insubordination.

Schoolkids and students are given
holidays till 3 January. Regional
radio and television stations are shut
down. The national networks are
reduced to one voice, the official
voice: the voice of the army.

Sunday evening at 7.30pm is the
first televised day of the state of war.
Men in uniform read out the news in a
cold and expressionless face. It leaves
a strange impression: all these
measures amount to a coup d’etat,
though they don’t want to use the
word which is reminiscent of South
American generals. However in the
streets life would appear to be normal

Workers fraternise with the soliders when the tanks first appear

were it not for the secret whispering.
There is an all-embracing shadow
which has cut up Poland into towns
and villages between which one can-
not communicate or move around,
and which has broken up the whole of
society, which is now merely a collec-
tion of individuals who are complete-
ly vulnerable. It is extremely effective.
Whilst everyone realises that a refusal
to go along with this would reduce it
to nothing, everyone is also asking if
their brother, their cousin, or their
workshop manager is going to refuse
or not. Fear takes a grip, grows and
paralyses. And then, too much, it’s
too much. Through dulling people’s
senses with the same communiques,
the propaganda gives itself away:
there is nothing other than the same
constantly repeated threats.

Lenin shipyards, Monday eleven
o’clock in the room where the na-
tional strike committee met. ‘We are,’
says an old worker, ‘citizens with full
rights of the Peoples Republic of
Poland, and we will not give up our
rights.” One cannot take his hopes for
realities. We know that if the mines
are on strike in Silesia, it’s not all of
them, it’s only 27, or some say only
seven,

The other shipyards, whose
delegates are there, are militarised
from this point on and whilst their
workers are only pretending to work
nevertheless they are still at their post.
No, they don’t delude themselves but
they say: ‘We must hold out for 36
hours, then something will happen.’

A young worker begins a long
discussion on Gandhi and his
methods of non-violence. ‘If the army
comes,’ he says, ‘we will given them
flowers and perhaps they will
withdraw their arms.” He has little
success, and everyone insists that we
be careful of provocations, that
nothing damaging should be done,
that we shouldn’t leave the shipyard,
that we should stay here even if they
produce all the paralysing gases, tear
gas etc.

They discuss for ages to decide
whether to give passes to those who
want to leave the shipyards. They
don’t really take a decision but the
general sentiment is that it would be
best to have 5000 convinced people
than 15,000 undecided. This hesita-
tion, one feels it in the room, one
reads it in people’s expressions; it’s
anguish.

Dear brother workers of the
shipyard,” says an old peasant ‘in
1980 the spark which inflamed the
whole of Poland began here because
you took the decision. Today again
you have decided: not to leave your
workplace. We the agricultural
workers, we will bring you everything
to make sure that you do not starve.
We will manage somehow. We will
kill our animals to feed you. We will
help you, I ask of you just one thing,
do not give in! Don’t let yourselves be
terrorised!

‘Who is this general who directs
his guns at his own people and
declares war on his own nation? The

radio bombards us with propaganda,
but our unity can achieve everything.
Dear workers, fear nothing, for God
is with us, the Blessed Virgin will not
desert us. Save our honour!’

Anna Walentynowicz, this small
gentle woman with caloused hands —
over whom the whole thing started,
when the workers began their strike to
prevent her being sacked in August
1980 — entered the room. She weeps
on recognising her friends. She is a
tiny woman, and looks very tired, but
she would not give in for anything in
the world.

Waszkiewicz explains that several
other members of the presidium have
succeeded in hiding and that a link up
with them is underway. He reads a
communique (the strike is continuing
and growing) and concludes: ‘There
are no instructions, for each person
knows what they must do.’ Next
meeting Monday at 6pm — in another
place in the yards of course.

At two o’clock the same day: a
column of nine armoured tanks are
visible on the roads parallel to this
one. It is 348 kilometres to the capital
and several police roadblocks to
cross. Vehicles are few and far bet-
ween. Some 50 kilometres from War-
saw one must pass a column of 29
tanks and armoured transporters. In
the centre traffic is almost non-
existent; the large crossroads are
under surveillance.

At this time no one can say what is
to become of Poland. Eleven years
ago the strikes began in Gdansk.
Three days later, on 17 December
1970, they were drowned in blood and
this blood soon led to the fall of the
first secretary of that time, Gomulka.
The radio quotes extensively the long
sermon of the primate: this certainly
isn’t a call for a general strike..

'

The continuing story of the
events at the Lenin shipyards
was taken up by the Polish
correspondent of Le Matin.
TUESDAY morning, the first tanks
appeared. At first the people were
able to fraternise with the soldiers but
their officers very quickly forced
them to stop. ‘The soldiers explained
to us that they would never fire at us,’
said Jan, a young student.

‘We managed to put flowers in
their tank barrels. These tanks were
replaced by others who kept on the
move around the shipyards all day.
The tension increased later in the day
with the workers exasperated by the
violence of the militia.’

The réal-*pacification’ of the yards
took place on Wednesday. The tanks
smashed down the yard gates at six in
the morning. They were followed up
by the militia and the ZOMO. ‘The
workers were completely exasperated
and ready for trouble,’ said Julian.
‘They had their helmets on, their lead
pipes, stones, tools and their fists.’

Two doctors managed to calm the
more radical ones down and bloody
confrontations were avoided. ‘That
did not stop the milita from beating
people senseless and from using their
grenades,” Julian went on.

The shipyard fell quickly, but in
the  afternoon things really
degenerated. The military govern-
ment of Gdansk refused to allow an
open air mass to be held at the monu-
ment for the victims of 1970. The site
was blocked off by the militia and, at
about three o’clock, the crowd, mad
with rage, attacked them.

The battles lasted for three hours;
fists and paving stones against
bludgeons, then water cannons and
plastic bullets. Officially, there were
more than six ‘hundred street
casualties.

‘1 saw a stupid thing,” said
Zbigniew, a young student, ‘the
police were in the process of beating
up a young kid of 15 or so on the
ground, near the station. The ¢crowd
went crazy, stormed over there and
freed him. He got up, covered in
blood, and took a pistol out of his
pocket, and fired at the police. He hit
one of them in the head before getting
away.” There do not seem to have
been any deaths on Wednesday.

Thursday it started up again.
Police cordons against groups of
youth, this time with molotov
cocktails. Near to the station a police
vehicle was burned out. The police
were overwhelmed. Commander
Kulikowski ordered one of his units to
open fire. A man of about 21 was hit
in the head and died in hospital.

The authorities admitted his
death, But, according to the doctors
in Gdansk, there were at least two
other deaths: a woman shot in the
stomach, a soldier thrown off a high
bridge by the demonstrators. And six
more seriously wounded. ‘The people
cried, ‘‘Gestapo, Gestapo, traitors”’
to the police,’ said Julian, ‘It’s a térri-
ble thing for Poles to kill other Poles.’

N

»

Tnks drve past the Gdansk movement to the 1970 dead
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European CPs to Polish crisis

Onthe one hand...
on the other...

The imposition of martial law in Poland has shown the
Western European Communist Parties to be at odds
with one another, to say the least, argues TESSA VAN
GELDEREN. From outright condemnation to faint
praise, the CPs have also found themselves in conflict

with their own membership.

The French CP argues that
the balance sheet of the in-
tervention of the army is
‘overall positive’, and that the
prime responsibility for the
events lies with ‘extremists’ in-
side Solidarity. The imposition
of martial law is a process of
‘normalisation’.

Although the French CP
admits that major errors occur-
red during the 1970s, and that
Gierek and the other Polish
ieaders failed to solve the pro-
blems, it also argues that
Solidarity was going beyond
-eing a trade union. It wanted
w0 create a ‘self-management
-epublic’ and — crime of
:mes — ‘contested the leading
-2:2 of the Polish Communist
Partv’',

But the French CP has by
=0 means carried its supporters
with it. When 50,000 people
ched in Paris on 14
Decemper at the appeal of the
~ro-Socialist  Party = CFDT
anion federation, many
—embers of the rival CP
Zominated union federation,
:me CGT, marched as well.
When the CFDT called for a
>ne hour’s strike, many from
:ne CGT also came out.

CGT

Since then, dozens of CGT
“zderations and branches have
sxpressed opposition to the
~osition of the CGT leader-
ship, which is, in effect, the
.eadership of the CP. Not since
May 1968 has there been so
much opposition to the leader-
<hip.

Even the editor of the CGT
cournal has attacked the of-
ficial position, while rank and
‘ile members of the union have
set up a national CGT for
Solidarity group.

But the leadership remains
unmoved. ‘The CGT,’ it says,
‘will not appeal for support tor
every form of trade unionism
on the grounds it calls itself
trade unionism...the enemies
of socialism gathered behind
Solidarnosc...it is not possible
0 say that those imprisoned are
irade unionists.’

Within the French Com-
munist Party itself, although
opposition has been less strong,
ieading intellectuals such as
Jean Ellenstein have openly de-
nounced the party leadership.
What opposition there is, has
generally gathered round those
svmpathising with the
Eurocommunists.

Joint

In contrast, both the Italian
and Spanish CPs have openly
condemned the military
:akeover in Poland. A joint
statement by them called for an
and to the use of force in
Poland, a return to normal civil
iiberties and the resumption of
a dialogue between the
authorities and Solidarity.

The Italian Communist
leader, Enrico Berlinguer, went
so far as to say that the Warsaw
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Pact countries had ‘exhausted
their capacity for the renewal
of their political life’.

The Spanish CP leadership
has been equally forthright. It
condemned the military
takeover as ‘unacceptable and
demanding the strongest con-
demnation’.

Defence

One leader of the Spanish
party insisted, ‘this is not the
way ‘to solve the kind of
political problems gripping

Polish society’. Another called
for the ‘defence of Solidarity,
the only institution capable of
guaranteeing the rights of trade
unionism in Poland’.

point where that phase is clos-
ing,” he said.

What he described as ‘the
dynamic forces of development

and renewal’ has finally ‘come °

to a halt, met its point of ex-
haustion’. The initiative now
lies with ‘the working class
movement and democratic par-
ties in the Western world and
our country. In this new phase
Western workers will be able to
help those in Eastern Europe
towards ‘an effective
democratisation of  their
political life.’

Such biting criticisms of the
Soviet Union find no place in-
side the British Communist
Party, although Gerry Pocock,
head of the international
department of the CPGB, does
describe Berlinguer’s analysis
as ‘absolutely new and extreme-
ly important . — it will echo
round the world -and influence
all of us’.

But the British CP, while

The Soviet Union has been
quick to take up these
‘malcontents’ within its ranks.
A fiercely worded TASS com-
mentary said the majority of
sober-minded observers in the
West accepted that the in-
tervention of the military was
vital to save Poland from
catastrophe.

‘Alas,’ it- continued, ‘what
is clear to the governments and
press of many Western coun-
tries...somehow turns out to be
unclear to representatives of
some’ parties which carry
socialist slogans.’

Berlinguer would have liked
to see ‘a historic compromise’
in Poland between Solidarity
and the party, like the ‘historic
compromise’ he favours in [ta-
ly with the Italiag Tories. He
has gone further tffan any com-
munist leader. He announced
the ending of the era which
began with the Russian Revolu-
tion. ‘Now we have come to the
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condemning the events in
Poland, has been quick to lay
some of the responsibility on
the shoulders of Solidarity.

‘On the one hand,’ writes
the Morning Star, ‘there has
been a ban on strikes from the
government. Such a ban is in-
compatible with the rights of
trade unions which are in-
dependent of the state. On the
other, Solidarity did not assist
the search for compromise by
its call for a national stoppage
and demonstrations...’ k

Torch

Such an even handed ap-
proach is reminiscent of The
Times leader which spoke of
‘two major failures. The most
important has been the failure
of the - party apparatus...to
seize the torch of reform and
run forward with it...The se-
cond failure has been the

failure of Solidarity to main-
tain its own coherence and
discipline.’

The CPGB and the Morn-
ing Star have made many valid
criticisms of the Polish
authorities, but throughout
they have tempered such
criticisms  with attacks on
Solidarity. ‘Certainly some of
the statements and calls made
by Solidarity...have actually
been provocative. But this can-
not justify the attack on the
democratic rights of the Polish
people as a whole.” (Morning
Star -17 December, our em-
phasis).

Demands

Gerry Pocock argues
against those who say that
‘Solidarity was more than a
trade union, it made political
demands.’ As he explains, ‘It is
hardly likely that a trade union
born in the circumstances in

s %

Tanks and riot o//'ce launch an attack on the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw on 15 Decembe.

which  Solidarity  appeared
would be just like a trade union

that had developed over
generations in a capitalist
society.’

Yet in the same article in the
Morning Star (19 December),
he writes, ‘The Polish people
have to overcome both the ef-
forts of those who seek to block
change and of those, including
sections of Solidarity, who are
motivated by anti-socialist and
reactionary measures.’

The editorial in the same
issue takes up the tragedy of the
Polish miners killed in Upper
Silesia. ‘It is the result of...the
imposition of martial law, with
the military power controlling
all the organs of civil govern-
ment.’ )

Unfortunately, the Morn-
ing Star seems to be obsessed
with the view that the real pro-
blem with the military takeover
has been the suspension of
parliament. According to the

THE UNITED SECRETARIAT OF THE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL has issued
a long statement on Poland. Next week
we will publish a summary of the
Fourth International’s position. Here
we reproduce some extracts which
comment on the positions taken by the
Western European Communist Parties.
THE powerful rise of the political revolution in
Poland and the setting into motion of the
bureaucratic counter-revolution have resulted in
a new stage in the crisis of the communist parties
which had already been fuelled in most countries
by internal developments in the class struggle ...

At one extreme are the positions of the Fren-
ch, Portuguese, West German and Danish CPs.
Fundamentally they support the establishment of
the state of siege which is supposed to have per-
mitted ‘Socialist Poland to escape the mortal
danger of the counter-revolution’.

It is an apparent paradox, but in fact there is
a convergence between the difficulties of the
Soviet bureaucracy and its own organisational
interests when some of these CPs present the ‘ex-
ceptional measures taken by Jaruzelski’ as the
best solution to avoid a possible Russian in-
tervention! ...

The bureaucracy of these CPs not only firmly
defends the status quo but identifies socialism
and the struggle against capitalism with the
policy of the ruling bureaucracy and their
regimes.

Al the other extreme is the position of the
Italian CP. It has vigorously condemned martial
law in Poland, called for the freeing of political
prisoners and the elimination of measures
outlawing trade union activity. It is against the
‘blow that the coup (use of military force)
represents against the very cause of socialisim’.

When it states that it is time ‘‘to recognise
that the phase of socialism opened up with the
October revolution has exhausted its own
energies’’ and links the Polish events to the
policy of the USSR and its internal
developments, the Italian CP is going a long way
in its conflict with Moscow.

However, the whole line of this CP is
situated in the framework of the ‘historic com-
promise’ for Poland between all the ‘‘fundamen-
tal components of Polish society”’.

In no way is it a question of a declaration in
Savour of the democratic power of the workers
but for the ‘co-responsibility’ of workers within
the framework of the regime, with the PUWP,
the Church and the peasants ... The Italian CP’s
position on Poland remains the faithful reflec-
tion of its class collaborationist policy.

The Fourth International will commit all
its weight inside the international
workers’ movement to develop the
solidarity campaign with the Polish
proletarian masses. All those who to-
day, inside the workers’ movement,
refuses to develop this mobilisation
divides the working masses — in their
own country and internationally.

o

Solidarnosc supporters

same  editorial  everything
would have been fine if only the
army was under the control of
parhament which is, apparent-
ly, ‘the supreme authority in
Poland representing the people
as a whole.’

The Morning Star com-
plains, ‘If there were severe
problems of food distribution,
if there was black marketeering
and breakdowns of law and
order bevond the control of the

. . P 2 R .
Inside a Warsaw detention centre — a photo smuggled out by

ordinary police, surely the ar-
my could have been called upon
by the government, with
parliament’s approval...’

As Gerry Pocock says, ‘our
programme, “‘The  British
Road to Socialism’’, stands for
the primacy of parfiament. The
same should apply for Poland.’
Does that mean that if only an
clected leader, like Margaret
Thatcher, was in power in
Poland then everything would
be fine?
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Scotland

ABERDEEN: SC available at Boom-
town books, King St. For more info
ring Bill 896 284.

DUNDEE: SC available from
Dundee City Square outside Boots,
Thur 4-5.30pm, Fri 4-5.30pm, Sat
11-4pm.

EDINBURGH: SC sold Thur
4.15-5.15pm Bus Station, St. An-
drews Sguare and bottom of Waverly
steps 4.30-5.30; Sat 11.30-2pm East
End, Princes St. Also available from
1st May Books, or Better Books, For-
rest Rd. More info on local activity
from SC c¢/o Box 6, Ist May
Bookshop, Candlemaker Row.
GLASGOW: SC sales every Thur/Fri
4.30-5.30pm at Central Station. Also
available at Barretts, Byres Rd: Clyde
Books, High St; Glasgow Bookshop
Collective, Cresswell Lane; Hope
Street Book Centre.

HAMILTON: SC sale every Sat
1-5pm outside Safeway, shopping
centre. For more info contact John
Ford, 53 Eliot Crescent, Hamilton or
Paul Youngson, 18 Forrest Crescent,
Hamilton.

Wales

BANGOR: Sat 10-12 town centre.
CARDIFF: every Sat in Bute Town
10.30-12. Also available 1-0-8 Books,
Salisbury Road.

NEWPORT: every Sat in town centre
11-12.30

PONTYPRIDD: SC sales every Sat
outside Open Market 11-1pm.
SWANSEA: SC sales outside Co-op,
Oxford St, 11am-1pm, Saturdays.

England

BATH: SC on sale at 1985 Books,
London Road, and Saturdays 2pm-
3pm outside the Roman Baths. Phone
20298 for more details.
BIRKENHEAD: SC on sale at
Labour Club, Cleveland st, Thur
nights; in precinct outside Lit-
tlewoods, Sat 11-12.
BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The
Ramp, Fri 4.30-5.40, Sat 10-4. For
more info phone 643-0669.
BOLSOVER: Cross Keys, every Fri
8-9pm, Bluebell 9-10.

BRADFORD: SC at Fourth Idea
Bookshop, 14 Southgate.

BRISTOL: SC on sale 11-1, ‘Hole in
Ground’, Haymarket. Morc info Box
2, ¢/o Fullmarks 110 Cheitenham
Rd Montpelier, Bristol 6.
BURNLEY SC on sale every Sat
morning 11.30-1pm St James St.
CHESTERFIELD SC sold outside
Boots, Marketplace, Sat 11.30am-
12.30pm.

COVENTRY: SC available from
Wedge Bookshop.

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD: SC sales in
Time Square, Sat 10.30-1.30pm.
HUDDERSFIELD: SC sold Sat
1lam-1pm. The Piazza. SC also
available at Peaceworks.

LEEDS: Sat 11-1 at Lands Lane
Pedestrian Precinct and 10.30-12.00
at Headingly Arndale Centre. Corner
Bookshop, Woodhouse Lane.
LIVERPOOL: SC on sale from News
from Nowhere, Whitechapel and
Progressive Books, Berry St.
MANSFIELD: Stockwell Gate, Sats.
10.30-12 and 2.30-3; West Gate, Sats
10.30-12; Four Seasons shopping cen-
tre, Sats 10.30-12. Phone 653216 for
further details.

Bookshops

BANGOR: Rainbows, Holyhead
Road, Upper Bangor, Gwynedd.
BRADFORD: Fourth Idea Book-
shop, 14 Sandgate. ;
BRIGHTON: The Public House, Lit-
tle Preston St.

BRISTOL: Fullmarks, 110 Chelten-
ham Rd, Bristol 6.

B8IRMINGHAM: Other Bookshop,
137 Digbeth, Birmingham.
DURHAM: Durham City Co-op
Bookshop, 85a New Elvet.

ILFORD: South Essex Bookshop, 335
Ley Street.

MILTON KEYNES: Oakleaf Books,
109 Church Street, Wolverton.
OXFORD: EOA Books, 34 Cowley

Rd.

LEICESTER: Blackthorn Books, 70
High St, Leicester, and V Karia, 53A
London Rd. Leicester.

What's Left

RATES for What's Left. 5p per
word or £4 per col inch. Deadline:
noon Sat prior to publication.
Payment in advance. Phone
01-359 8180.

SOCIALIST FORUM for Southern
Afrlqan Solidarity (SOFSAS) next
meeting, on Zimbabwe, will be held
at Caxton House, 129 St. john's
Way, N19, at 3pm on Saturday 16
January.

Richard Carver wili given an over-
view of political developments since
independence, while a second speaker
will discuss the trade union move-
ment.  The introduction will be
foltowed by discussion, ending at
6pm. )
SPARE BOOKS! Anv hooks vou
don't want taking up valuable space
on vour bookshelves? Send them e
the Other Bookshop, 228 Upper St.

London Nj 2XP

BADGES: Make money tor your
organisation or branch. Huge reduc-
nons onanti-racisi, fnsh sohdariy,
women's badyes and many mote
Write for lists of incredibly tow bulk
vares - from as hitle as Spobrec ol
fers for Jarge orders. Send 100 SCH
Badges, PO Box 3001 ondon NT2XP
BADGES Asailable from

R"\ulu

tion Youth, 200 cacht plus m

Big discount on buik orders. Wiie to
Revohution Youth, PO Bos So. Fon
don NI 2XP.

SC Events

POEU fraction 30 31 fanin | ondon
Venue and agenda (o he announced.
RAHIL FRACTION- ~.ondav iR
Tobiuany 1 ¥, e 1o be an
o, o

RAL MEETING v | ondon g
porter Nondoae IS Lannany S

Coentiyg

REVOLUTION YOUTH biack libera-
tion fraction. Saturday 30 January
Venue/details to be arranged. One

MANCHESTER SC soid 11-1pm Sat
at OLDHAM outside the Yorkshire
Bank, High St; at BURY in the shop-
ping precinct and at Metro Books; at
BOLTON in the town centre; and in
MANCHESTER outside the central
reference library in St Peter’s Square
and at Grassroots and Percivals
Bookshop. Tel: 061-236 4905 for fur-
ther info.
NEWCASTLE: SC on sale every Sat
11-ipm outside Fenwicks. Also
available at Days of Hope bookshop,
Westgate Rd. Every Friday outside
Newcastle University between 1-2 and
outside Newcastie Polytechnic bet-
ween 12-1 every Monday.
OLDHAM: SC sold every Saturday
outside Yorkshire Bank, High Street.
For more information about local ac-
tivities. Tel. 061-682 5151,
OXFORD: SC sold Fri 12-2pm out-
side Kings Arms and every Sat
10.30-12.30pm in Cornmarket.
SHEFFIELD: SC on sale Thursday,
Pond St, 4.30-6pm; Saturday,
Fargate 10.30-12.30pm.
STAFFORD: SC on Sale Market Sq
Sat lunch-time.
STOCKPORT: SC sold every Satur-
day, Ipm, Mersey Way. Can be
delivered weekly: phone 483 8909
(evening), 236 4905 (day).
SWINDON: SC on sale 11-1 every
Sat, Regent St (Brunel Centre).
TEESSIDE: SC on sale Sat lunchtime
in the Cleveland Centre, and in
Newsfare, Linthorpe Road, Mid-
dlesbrough, and outside Woolworths
on Stockton High Street.
WOLVERHAMPTON: SC sales on
Thur/Fri at Poly Students Union
from noon-2pm and British Rail
4.30-6pm; and Saturday near Beat-
ties, town centre from 1lam-2pm.
YORK: on sale every Thursday, dole
office Clifford Street, 9.30-11;
University Vanburgh College 12-2;
Saturday at Coney Street 11-1.

London

BRENT: SC sold Willesden Junction
Thur 4.30pm.

EALING: SC sold Thur,
Broadway tube, 4.30-5.30pm
ENFIELD: SC at Nelsons newsagents,
London Rd, Enfield Town.
HACKNEY: SC on sale on estates
throughout Hackney, at public
meetings, and local factories. Con-
tact us ¢/o PO Box 36, 136 Kingsland
High St, London E8 2NF or phone
Megan or John at 359 8288.
HILLINGDON: SC sold  Fri,
4.30-5.30 at Uxbridge tube station;
Sat 10.30-12.00 outside Woolworths,
Uxbridge shopping centre.
ISLINGTON: SC sales every Wed,
5.30-6.30pm at Highbury tube; every
Fri.8.15-9am at Highbury tube and
Holloway Road tube,

KHLBURN: SC sales every Sat 10am
in Kilburn Square, and Thursday
8.30am at Queens Park tube.
LAMBETH: SC available from
Village Books, Streatham: Tethric
Books, Clapham; Paperback Centre,
Brixton; Oval tube kiosk. Also sold
Thur and Fri evenings and Thur mor-
nings outside Brixton tube.
NEWHAM: SC sold Sat 1lam to
noon, Queen’s Rd Mkt, Upton Park.
PADDINGTON: SC sold at Por-
tobello Rd market Sat at noon.
WEMBLEY: SC sales Fri 6.45am at
North Wembley BR Station.

Ealing

LIVERPOOL: News from Nowhere,
100 Whitechapel, Liverpool L1
LONDON: Central Books, 37 Grays
Inn Rd; Colletts, Charing Cross Rd,
WC2; Paperback Books, Brixton and
Charlotte St; Kilburn Bookshop,
Kilburn High Road, NW6; The
Bookplace, Peckham High St, SEI15;
Books Plus, Lewisham; Balham
Food Co-op; Housmans, § Caledo-
nian Rd, N1; Compendium, Camden
Town NWI1; Owl, Kentish Town;
New Beacon, Seven Sisters Rd, N4;
The Other Bookshop, 328 Upper St,
N1; Bookmarks, Seven Sisters Rd,
N4; Centerprise, 126 Kingsland High
St, E8; Dillons, QMC; Page One,
EI1S5; The Other Bookshop, 328 Up-
per St, N1; Reading Matters, Wood
Green next to Sainsbury’s.

YORK: Community Books, Walm-
gate.

BADGES MADE: Glasgow SC sup-
porters  have a  badge-making
machine, will make badges quickly
and cheaply for vour campaign/
union/Labour Party — and all the
money goes back into the struggle for
socialism! Write for details/quotes
to: SC (Glasgow), PO Box 50, Lon-
don N1 2XP.

POSTERS: Cheap. good and fast.
Order from The Other Printshop,
061-236-4905.

FILM SHOW: Rebellion, From series
on irefand. ‘The Troubles', Feeds
Troops Out Movement. Wed 20 Jan.
8pm at Trades Club, Savile Mount
Leeds 7.

REMEMBER Bloody Sunday — a
national demo in Coventry. Sunday
31 Jan. Leeds coach tickets £3/£2 by
post from TOM., Bov 1969, §9
Cookridge Street, [eeds 2.

COR, IT°'S A FREEZER! Any sort of
electric heater needed for Socialist
Challenge uwrgently — our central
heating 1s on the blink. Phone Nick
01-359 8371.

COVENTRY YCND RALLY: Satur-
day 23 Jamary, 12-3pm near Apotio
Theatre under ringroad. Free. April
First Movement:  X-directory; Hot
Bed: Anney: Quict Riot. Further info
contact ad hoe YOND ¢ o the inter-
!hl“()ﬂill centre, Coventry,

representative per branch. supporters
group. Contact Brooking at the Na-
tional Office.
SOCIALIST Challenge forums gin
East London. Laurence Scoti tduf
speaker plus video. Dalston Library
at Dalston-huncuion F& 7.30 Wednes-
day 27 January.

Also Solidarity with Solidarnose.
7.30 Wednesday 3 February venue as
above.
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Revolution Youth conference

Step forward for youth

By Toni Gorton

ON the eve of the first national conference of
Revolution Youth since its founding in 1980,
some 250 people attended a lively international
rally in solidarity with workers’ struggles on

Friday 18 December.

A spirit of unity with
revolutionary endeavours
in Central America and
Caribbean; and the ongo-
ing nanonal liberation war
in Ireland; pervaded the
meeting, as well as deep

anger at the week-old
military  takeover in
Poland.

Amilcar Navarro, first
secretary of the Nicar-
aguan Embassy spoke of
his country’s achievements
since the overthrow of the
dictator Somoza.

He  declared that
Nicaragua wanted to be
friends with the people of
the United States and
would always keep the
door open for this friend-
ship. But the US govern-
ment have made that door
so small that they’d have
to go down on their knees
to go through and this
they’ll never do.

Rohima Miah a black
woman steelworker and a
leading member of the
Young Socialist Alliance
in the US spoke of
resisting the attacks of
Reagan and the movement
in solidarity with the Cen-
tral American and Carib-
bean revolutions.

ireland

The international
understanding of youth
was brought out graphical-
ly by Brian Peelan of
People’s Democracy in the
North of Ireland.

He told the story of
two 12 year olds throwing
rocks at British troops in
Belfast. One turned to the
other and said “This is just
like Nicaragua, you
know!’ ’

He explained how dur-
ing the Brixton uprisings,
black soldiers serving in
Ireland were told to go
back to Brixton and fight
the cops to end the oppres-
sion of black people in Bri-
tain and not to stay in
Belfast helping to oppress
the Irish.

Richard Rozanski, a
member of Revolution
Youth gave an account of
the  achievements  of
Solidarity, the meaning of
the military repression
unleashed against the
Polish workers and the
need for youth in Britain
and around the world to
help build support for
Solidarity and isolate the
military rulers.

REVOLUTION

ou ht Reagan’s
War Plans

A highlight of the
evening was the rousing
speech from Helen, a
busworker and leading
supporter of Revolution.

She pointed to the ban-
ners decorating the hall
which bore portraits of
revolutionary leaders of
many generations, and
from many countries such
as Lenin, Marx, Trotsky,

Rosa Luxembourg,
Malcolm X, and James
Connolly.

‘We are trying to build
a movement based on their
ideas, linking up with the
struggles of the working
class world wide to fight
against imperialism and
injustice where ever it ex-
ists,” she said

Over £400 was raised a
a result of her appeal.

Debate

The next two days were
jammed full of hard
debate and discussion as
57 delegates, half of them
women representing over
150 members of Revolu-
tion Youth across Britain
argued out their perspec-
tives for the coming year.

Again, an interna-
tionalist outlook under-
pinned their considera-
tions. The main political
resolution reviewed the
situation in the colonial
and semi-colonial coun-
tries, capitalist countries
and the workers’ states.

Pointed out was the
leading role of youth and
the strategic role of i
dustrial workers in
Nicaragua, Grenada and
Poland.

In Britain, the world
wide polarisation between
right and left was shown to
be deepening with the bat-
tles in the Labour Party as
one of the clearest ex-
amples.

Further, the mass
movement against nuclear
weapons which achieved
new dimensions, with
many young people in the
autumn of 1981 shows the
depth of dissatisfaction
with the Tories.

The growing economic
crisis  which is hitting
youth, and especially
black and female youth
hard is contributing to the

“deep alienation of young

people from a society
which offers them
nothing.

‘VOLUTION
REVOL \
FOR A UNITED REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH ORGANISATION]

tov JOBS
\ NOT
BOMBS

SUBSCRIBE to Revolution the paper for
youth. Send £3 for a year’'s subscription (at
least nine issues) or £1.50 for six months (five
issues) Send to Revolution {d) PO Box 50, Lon-

don N1 2XP

Photo: PETE GRANT (Socialist Challenge)

Keep the youth smiling — all donations warmly received!

Revolution Youth will
prioritise building Youth

CND, to get an even
greater mobilisation
against the missiles in
1982.

And, following Teb-
bit’s new proposals for
youth training, they will
prioritise the fight against
unemployment especially
in sohdarity with struggles
like Laurence Scott’s and
for the unionisation of the
Youth Opportunity Pro-
gramme.

RY supporters are con-
tinuing their drive to get
into industrial jobs so as to
take up the task of creating
a new leadership in the
main industrial unions.

LPYS

The potential of the
Labour Party Young
Socialists for organising
the struggles of working
class youth was under-
scored.

The YS must be made
into a body that anti-
missile activists, feminists,
black youth and all young
workers will see as cam-
paigning on their behalf.

Supporters in the YS
pledged themselves to in-
crease their efforts in the
coming. period to enable
the YS to do this job.

Notable  throughout
the weekend was the
number of black delegates
and observers and par-
ticular attention was paid

to the role of black youth
in the coming British
revolution.

A separate resolution
was adopted outlining the
Revolution Youth pro-
gramme for black libera-
tion.

Special efforts will be
made to help the campaign
to defend the Bradford 12,
who are black youth
threatened with life im-
prisonment as a result of
charges following last

summer’s youth rebellion.
A move to change the
name of the newspaper
was rejected and a new
leadership was elected.

It wasn’t all hard graft
for the youth, many a chat
over a cup of coffee and a
good time was had at the
Saturday night disco.

For  further  information
about Revolution Youth con-
tact them c/o PO Box 50,
London N1 2XP

Black liberation — one of main discussions

Socialist Challenge
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By Tom Marlowe

There may be a few healthy apples in the rot-
ten barrel of the Royal Ulister Constabulary, but

they aren’t in much evidence of late.

FFor the recent revela-
gons  concerning the
Police Federation — the
semi-trade union ol the
North ot Ireland’s police
force — have once again
thrown public light on the
bunch o sectarian Orange
thugs known as the RUC,

The latest disclosures
camie from  lan  Paisley
who, brandishing minutes
of @ meetg of the on-
ceutive  of the  Police
federation, revealed that
ity top brass had discussed
giving official backing to g
‘third toree™ in the North

freland. There were
suments as o whether
¢ proposals imvolved
orsing Paslev’s own
forcee™, or whether
at was betng suggested
a revnal of the B

Specials

Cinowhich
e allow -
v et up
b Orange
i~ Btowas abolished

1969 alter a governmety
szport had  exposed  its
N <

The Spe
o Catholios v
wWos O

jonig

s as Loyalist louts.
* ~ame report also

e retorm the
noan aitempt o
o omore aceeptable

cholies The latew
cidiions  show  how
hoot a failure that ov-
: has been. Because.
e ranks of the North of
srotand police Yoree do not
. wWant oo ferrorise
Cacholios with a new band
Paisdevites in uniforin.
Lonave made :

sropesai

> came
t the
when

aent witheut trial i
North of Ireland. A
W who last weck
ed as chairperson of
the Federation, declared
that internment was ‘an
nortant weapon’. He
demanded: ‘The govern-
ment  must  take some
i what  we

counisance of

Socialist Challenge
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When RUC members
have not been given of-
ficial backing for their sec-
tarianism they have been
quite happy to take their
own initative. A few ex-
amples from the last cou-
ple of years give a flavour
of the type of activities of
these guardians of law and
order.

There was  Sergeant
Gary Armistrong and Con-
stable William Mc-
Caughey who were found
guilty of kidnapping a
Catholic  priest.  Then

&
=

there were RUC men lan
Miichell and

Laurence

near

Keady,
Mewry, Or what about lan
Henderson who as w

ihing
ed bar in

r in ihe RUC
ted of belon
vahist assassination
ihe Red Hand Com-

when such
vs are found out.
and the couris

kidnapper Armsirong we
given suspended
senitence. Another RUC

miscreant Sergeant Robert
Dodds, who took part ear-
ly in 1981 in a ‘third force’
type vigilante group, was
‘punished’ by being reduc-
ed in the ranks to a con-
stable.

By Pauiine Byan

in all but the most excep-
tional circumstances, Her-
mon defended their

wholesale use in the North
of Ireland. At least seven
peopie — all Catholics —
have been killed by plastic
buliets in Hermon’s ter-
ritory in the last 18 mon-
ths.

i*hief Constable Jack
Hermon, a8 character
witness for Paisisv.

reaily object to, is the ef-
fort Hermon had to make
to try and moderate some
of the torture techniques
u on suspects which
were exposed by Amnesty
International  in 1978,
With the eves of the world
on the RUC it was felt ad-
visable to try and tone
down some of the more
unsavoury  methods

gquestionmng,

That’s why the <
ks are now pleading
for a retursn to other tradi-
tional methods of Orange

repression — internment  RUC but for the British
or a ‘third force’ which  govermmeni as weil. The
could  give  summary  Teries, as with the last
Sustice’ L0 anyone  Labour government. set
suspected of having ' great siore by having the
the most teivarive links RUC ally replace the

It is all very bad pu
relations, not just for the

with Republicanisny.

lic

s
tside Arma

DHSOI

grinsh  Army on  the
sireets of the North of
frelund. Undoubiediv.

seme success has been had
in this area, but the net
result is that the RUC are
just as  hated by the
Catholic  community  as
the Army.

Thu recent revelations

chow  what justificanon
there is for that haired,
v also show how im-
ie it has proved to
reform a police force,
whose very basis is to de-
fend the North of Ireland
state by any
neCessary.

means

OUR coverage of the Polish workers struggle
has dramaticaily increased the sale of Socialist

Challenge.

Our Xmas issue was a
bumper 20 pages. This
week we are publishing a
new Socialist Challenge
pamphlet on the Polish
events.

These things have only
been made possibie by
your excellent response to
our special Polish fund
drive appeal, which we are
now extending to £1,000.

Good as the response
to such special appeals is,
however, what Socialist
Challenge needs most is
regular  income.  This
means two things:

1. Pay for the papers
you take within four-
teen days of getting
them — we still have to
find the money for the
print bills even if ybu
don’t get round to sen-
ding it to us.

2. Take out a standing
order to Socialist
Challenge.

page 12

Standing orders are
one of our most valuabie
sources-of income. This is
because we know that we
can rely on the money io
come in at the beginning of
each month. It’s then
possible to start to budget
for our expenditure, in-
stead of having to exis

_from hand to mouth.

All you have to do to
take out a standing order is
to fill out the form on this
page and send it to your
bank. If you can send us a
photocopy, it will help,
but it’s not essential.

Standing orders can be
for as little as a fiver a
month — every little helps.
On the other hand some of
our  supporters  have
bankers orders for as
much as £40 a month,

Far be it for us to in-
dulge in “‘socialist .com-
petition™”, but ..

o T

S

Gur thanks this week to the following sup-

poiters for their donations:
Middlesbrough

Outer West London
Portsmouth

Leamington

Yark

Oxford

Birmingham

Burnley

Total

£3
317

5

32

5
72.50
200

5

£639.50

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE BANKER'S
ORDER FORM

Sorting Code........... 30-9457

Amount to be paid........

First Paymentdue..........

....And on the same date

in the month thereafter.
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1982 looks like being the most decisive year
yet for the workers mcvement in Brazil. The
country’s military rulers though eager to pre-
sent an ordered and ‘democratic’ face to the
world, are in deep trouble. With the recession
exacerbating an already floundering economy,
the country which was once the showcase of
capitalism in the third worid now has an annual
inflation rate averaging 110 per cent, a foreign
debt of $75,000m and a regime imposing even
greater unemployment and misery
than before on an angry working class.

A series of land occupations and strikes —
in particular the 1980 strike of 200,000
metalworkers in Sao Bernardo — have
demonstrated the vulnerability of the dictator-
ship -and the potential of the workers move-
ment. Out of these struggles came the impetus
for a meeting last August of 5200 trade
unionists which decided to set up this year the
country’s first independent central union
federation (the CUT). And the metalworkers
strike led to the setting up of the Workers Party
(PT), the largest non-social democratic non-
stalinist workers party in the capitalist world.

Already the PT has won 300,000 members across
the country and has more than met difficult govern-
ment conditions for legal recognition. At their head
is the internationally known metalworkers feader
Luis ignacio da Silva {‘'Lufa’}. With ten other union
militants he was put on trial for inciting the ‘illegal’
1980 strike and condemned to three and a half years
in prison although the sentence has not yet heen car-
ried cut. Despite the continuing jail threat he s defy-
ing the government by stonding as the PT's can-
dgidaie for the governor ¢f 520 Paolo in the general
glgction due 10 take place this vear.

T i itz an attarmpt 10 sew up
in {avour of its own Social
has fust announced new
‘ bar opposition parties from forming
electoral pacts.

A3 political tension mounis much will depand on
howr quickly the PT devalops and how it puts flesh on
its vision of secialism. Kerhy Kirkham discusses its
gvolution with LUIE EDUSRDO GREENHALGH, a
member of the PT exscutive and the lawyer defen-
ding Lula, and hears what happensd when Lula met
Polish Soiidarity leader Lech Walesa.

How do you explain the
rapid growth of the PT?

The PT brings together
progressive trade union-
ism and the popular
movements here in Brazil
after a period in which
most of the opposition had
been destroyed by oppres-
sion. It’s a party born out
of a historical moment:
the emergence of new
popular movements and
the need of the regime (o
give the impression of a
return to democracy.

PT izaders describe it as
a socialist party. What
kind of socialism is it?

Certainly ¢t
packaged
socialism,
to learn

socialist ¢
could b

this
he-

You sec
SoriG!

Brazilian
iy buife?

(Y

We  want 1o qather
together all sectors of the
opposition  under  the
leadership of the working
class. In this wav we intend
to improve tiwe conditions
of - the people and we are
irying 1o integrate  all
striageles into this PT pro-

Are there divisions in
the FT batween those
who see it as a political
party and those who
view it as an opposition
front?

That problem exists. But
the majority think it must
be a party and as it is
becoming stronger there is
fessof atendency to regard
it as a front.

Is the PT prepared to
make alliances with the

bourgeois  opposition
paities?
We will make alliances

with all parties and all
groups, legal or illegal,
that are against the
government. But we will
always maintain our in-
dependence as a party.

The PT calls itself a
workers’ party. Does it
only defend workers or
other oppressed groups
in Brazil as well?

We represent workers in
general and all oppressed
minorities such as women,
blacks, Indians and gays.

What percentage of PT
miambers are wamen?

We estimate  something
tike forty percent. The ma-
jority of the leaders of the

meint i
the PT.

to f

o

part 10 meeiing

i

What channels exist ir
the party for women o
discuss and raise their
demands?
Traditionallv, in  the
Brazilian politicai parties,
tcgal and illegal, the pro-
blems of women have been
discussed  inoa special
department, i the PT we
have no such department,
though  we  do have
women’

1S CoOmmissions (i
the different states) to help
us 1o link women's pro-
bleme with the problems
of the whole party. We
recognise that the women
have specific problems but
that doesn’t mean thgy
should have 1o fight on
their own, The whole par-
Ivomust struggle for their
demands. hane

Wamen

'Slmg etalwos Ist Luis Eduardo reenhalgh (left) with Lula {centr).

importance in the PT not
only because the party has
given it to them. It is
something that they have
WOrn.

only way the government
could really succeed would
be to physically eliminate
the leaders of the PT.

As the lawyer who
defended Lula and the
ten other union leaders
sentenced for inciting
the 1980 metalworkers’
strike, what do vyou
think are the political
implications of the
court case?

The government’s purpose
is to persecute the PT
which 1t feels represents
the most advanced sector
of the opposition. But it
won’t do the regime any
good because the con-

demned people will go all
over the country and make
a campaign out of it. The

Could Lula still go to
Jjail?

Personally, I believe that it
would be very dangerous
for the regime to imprison
him. The fact that all the
men are still free shows
that the government is not
strong cnough to put them
in prison. And in the eves
of the people they have
been victimised so that if
the government does jail
theni they will be martyrs.

demonstrate that the PT
intends to break down any
faw or obstacle it may find
in its way.

Wilt Lula continue to
stand as governor for
Sao FPaulo?

Of  course. We

st

Does the PT see the
government’s new
package of election
conditions imposed on
the opposition as a big
setback?

This pacote is an arbitrary
act of a government that
intends to guarantee ils
own election victory in ad-
vance. The restrictions af-
fect all sectors of the op-
position so they affect the
PT. We call on all other
groups and parties to
struggle against the pucote
on the streets through
popuiar lisati

mobilis
That's the way to ligh

— from the base with the
people, not through an
alliance of party leaders.

We think elections n
Brazil are very important
but they are not fun-
damental for putting into
practice the political pro-
ject of the PT — that of
building a party of
workers.

those he met in Europe
thought he was looking for
funds and some social
democratic parties offered
him money. The PT won
international respect be-
cause Lula refused the
money. People realised
that the PT was really in-
dependent.

What was the purpose
of Lula’s recent visit to
Europe?

To tell European parties
about the experiences of
urban and rural workers in
Brazil and to inform them
about our project of
building the PT. Lula
believes he was successiul
on both counts, A ot of

Lula also had talks last
summer with Polish
Solidarity leader, Lech
Walesa at the Vatican.
What happened at that
meeting?

The meeting got off to a
tense start. Walesa sug-
gested that he thought
Lula was making a mistake
in trying to mix trade
unionism with creating a
political party. Lula
repiied.  that in the
Brazilian  sitvation  the

raae u

For the Brazilian work-
inz class 1o reach its objec-
tves it would need tomaks
a qualitative jump from
frade union 1o political ac-
tion and that’s what the
PT was tryving to do.

Lula observed that
even though the PT was at-
tempting to organise both
politically and through the
trade union movement, it
hadn’t yet been able 1o
undermine the militar
dictatorship in  Braz:.
whereas Solidarity which
was ‘only’ a trade union
had rocked the Polish
regime.

Lula then went on 10
say that it seemed to him
that the capitalist coun-
tries, through their inter-
national press, were trving
to use events in Poland for
their own ends. Solidaritv
should be wary of being
used by world imperialism
which was out to discredit
socialism.

After this tense beginn-
ing Lula and Walesa had a
verv good exchange of ex-
periences.

Sacialist Chalienge
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Hoover

WOMEN workers at Hoover in Merthyr Tydfil, South
Wales, have been told that their jobs will be the first to
go in the latest round of redundancies at the plant.
HELEN SLYMOVICS and VERA McELHONE visited
the factory and spoke to the women whose jobs are

being threatened.
HOOVER has made huge

offs. The EOC has agreed and
all redundancies are now

All the women feel that the
real fight should be with
management over jobs but the
local AUEW leadership is prov-
ing to be a real obstacle in
organising any fight at all.

The women in the plant

sweeps
women's johs away

jobs. Although they have
received equal pay since 1975,
they are denied the chance to
work on the assembly lines, in
the die-cast, foundry or paint-
shop. No women have been
recruited to the plant for the
last eight years.

their current problems lies in
the fact that they have been
restricted in this way to sub-
assembly work.

Pat Goode, a shop steward
at Hoover told us, ‘After equal
pay, the union and the con-
venor, Bill Bish, should have
been building bridges for us
and not barriers.” But Bish has
stated that he would prefer to
take redundancy himself than
let women go on the line.

This type of attitude has not
helped to encourage good
working relations between men
and women union members.

Stewards

For instance, the men in the
sub-assembly line did not want
Pat Goode, with 18 years ex-
perience at Hoover, to repre-
sent them as shop steward in

redundancies in what used to be
the major source of employ-
ment in the area. Out of 5,500
workers in the 1970’s, only
2,000 remain, including nearly
200 women.

Until recently, redundan-
cies had been voluntary. New
management has asked for a
further 400 jobs to go — 300 in
the semi-skilled areas and 100
in management. Women
workers were told that over 100
of the jobs for the chop would
be theirs. ‘

Breach

This move clearly breaches
an agreement between the
Hoover workers’ union — the
engineering union, AUEW —
and management, that all
redundancies should be made
on a ‘last in, first out’ basis.

But the AUEW don’t see
things this way at all. Judging
ov iis treatment of women, it
appears all too keen to lend
management a hand in sending
its women members down the
road.

For example, when the an-
nouncement was made, the
union joined the management
in refusing to allow the women
to discuss their position. The
women were forced instead to
call a special meeting in their
own time,

Over 60 women attended
and decided to organise
themselves to fight the redun-
dancies. They agreed to call
upon the Equal Opportunities
Commission to take up their
case against management for
instituting discriminatory lay

frozen.

work mainly in the semi-skilled

Women workers suport every stmgge — now the unions have let them down

Scotland — an occupational disease

By Ralph Blake

‘We are fighting to win.” These were
the words of Archie McCreevy,
chairperson of the shop stewards’
action committee at the Invergor-
don aluminium smelter, after the 890
strong workforce had voted to oc-
cupy the plant to stop it from clo-
sing on Wednesday 7 January.

The workers at Invergordon in
the Highland region, north of In-
verness, first learnt of the British
Aluminium Company’s decision to
close the smelter on New Year's Eve.
Some workers attempted to start a
work-in on that day but the com-
pany switched off the power to the
cells which meant that the molten
metal became frozen and thus made
the site unworkable.

Work in

The company was set on closing
the works despite large government
subsidies. £115m had been spent on
subsidising electricity to the plant
over the last ten years. The govern-
ment offered British Aluminium a
further £48m to support the com-
pany over the next three years. But
British Aluminium wanted £16m
every year until 2001!

Faced with 20 per cent levels of
unemployment locally, the
workforce decided overwhelmingly
to start a work-in despite the com-
pany offering redundancy pay 50 per
cent above the statutory minimum.
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A 25 strong action committee
was set up to run the occupation. It
was overseeing the start of limited
production to ensure that the plant
could go into full production once
again.

Archie McCreevy said after it
was clear that the British Aluminium
Company were not going to keep
the plant open. It was vital, he said,
to get the truth out about the work
in.

In the next few days the action
committee will make links with the
other British Aluminium smelters.
The one at Falkirk in central
Scotland is threatened with closure
with over 1000 jobs at risk.

The Labour Party has a special
responsibility to help the Invergor-
don workers as it was the Harold
Wilson government in the ‘60s that
brought the smelter to Scotland.

The potential is there to get the
Scottish working class behind this
fight. Unemployment which is stan-
ding at over 14 per centin Scotland is
the major issue which will dominate
Scottish politics in 1982.

Only last week in Glasgow over
3000 people queued in the freezing
cold for 160 hotel jobs. And days
after the work in at Invergordon was
announced, there have been two
further ocgupations and a third one
is imminefit.

Sixty women cleaners barricaded
themselves in at the National Sav-
ings Bank office in Glasgow last Fri-
day. The women launched their sit-
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in after finding out that the company
that they worked for had lost the
contract to clean the bank. And they
vowed ‘we won’t give in until we get
our jobs back’. The waomen are being
supported by their union, the civil
service union.

And support is growing for the
women who are staging a sit-in at
the Cumbernauld Lovable Bra fac-
tory. The local trades council is
backing them. The sit-in started last
Friday after the women failed to win
assurances about the factory's
future.

Guarantee

Senior shop steward Sadie Lang
said, ‘We want a guarantee that
there will be no further redundan-
cies and that this factory will remain
open.’

Finally at the Plessey factory in
West Lothian the .workforce are

prepared to stage a sit-in in a bid to |

prevent the closure.of the plant. If
these occupations are able to share
the lessons of previous ones — Up-
per Clyde, Lee Jeans and Laurence
Scott — and the massive potential
sympathy is tapped that exists in
Scotland for workers fighting to
save their jobs, then these jobs can
be saved. It will be another nail in the
Tories’ coffin.

Send messages of support to Shop
stewards action committee, British
Aluminium Company, Invergordon,
Highland Region, Scotland.

They feel that the source of

the bagging department. The
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union plant leadership ag- -

gravated this division between
the men and women by allow-
ing the seven men involved to
have their own male represen-

tative  while Pat Goode
represents 40 women.
Jackie Trailor, the only

woman steward until the recent
dispute, has been transferred to
the canteen without any protest
from the union. Here it is in-
creasingly difficult for her to
represent her members in the
sub-assembly section.

Jackie told us, ‘We need
positive  discrimination for
equality, the union is trying to
tie us up in knots.” She is also
the only woman on the AUEW
district committee where sup-
port for the women is not forth-
coming either. The district
secretary - and the divisional
organiser have said that they
will not support the women if
they take their case to an in-
dustrial tribunal.

As Jackie says, ‘The district
committees are not interested
in women workers. The union
should have fought for job
sharing with no loss of pay
‘rather than all this back-
biting.’

The women at Hoover
agree that, if properly led, the
men would have fought for
jobs for all the workers. Unfor-
tunately this is not likely in the
present circumstances and the
women are continuing to fight
on their own.

Special

Pat Goode is optimistic:
‘As women, we are so much
together now, we know we have
support and know that we can
organise outside Hoover even if
it 1s difficult inside.’

Jackie agrees, ‘We have no
alternative. It’s not the men but
the union leadership — Bill
Bish is as powerful at Hoover
as Reagan is in America.’

The women are now
discussing ways of forcing the
AUEW to take seriously the
fact that all the workers, both
men and women, need jobs.
They are going to other unions,
including the miners, and the
Labour Party to put their case.
They want a special AUEW
women’s conference to be call-
ed to discuss their case and the
wider issue of increasing redun-
dancies under the Tories.

Messages of support for the
women should be sent to:

Jackie Trailor, 63 Rhydach,
Pentrebach, South Wales.
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Women’s Right toWork Demonstration

THE Action Commit-
tee for a Woman’'s
Right to Work is
holding a meeting to
discuss their slogan
and what should be
raised under this
heading. It will be held
on 16 January at Birm-
ingham University
from 1pm to 4pm.

The Labour Party
has now been joined
by the public sector
workers’ union NUPE
in organising a festival
onb5 June and commit-
tee has been set up.

However the Ac-
tion Committee is still
pressing for a

demonstration to be
held as well and wants
trade union and
Labour Party bodies to
send resolutions to the
Labour Party’'s ex-
ecutive and the TUC.
For information con-
tact 181 Richmond Rd
London E8 or phone
Ali 01-691 7865.




Review

CONSIDERING the number of
bright young agit-rockers who
have emerged on current af-
fairs programmes recently itis
interesting that the most
coherent radical pop figure
comes from a much earlier
generation.

In the mid-sixties ROBERT
WYATT was drummer and
vocalist with the quirky and
influential Soft Machine.
Combining light surrealistic
songs with free jazz and
straight music innovations
they are one of the few ‘ex-
perimental’ groups of that era
who do not make excruciating
listening today.

In the early seventies he
was paralysed from the waist
down in a fall but came back
with his finest work yet. Rock
Bottom written largely from
the trauma of his accident is
one of his finest records.

Over the vyears Robert
Wyatt became increasingly
politicised, culminating in his
joining the Communist Party
about three years ago. He has
recently re-emerged musically
producing a number of
(recommended) singles for
the independent label Rough
Trade. Here SIMON
LOCKHART interviews him.

Why the CP?

Having talked to people of all
political persuasions on the left the
CP admitted it had blood on its

=3
]
=
j=N
n

What vis-a-vis Stalin?

Vis-a-vis just about anything in the
history of the labour movement,
anywhere real power has been
established in the name of socialism.

By joining the CP I am
acknowledging all the mistakes that
have been made in the name of
socialism and still saying its worth it.

To me an eccentric version of how
it looks (I am not a scientist after all)
is that the rise of the Trotskyist left
has a psychological basis in the desire
to separate themselves from the
burden of having to acknowledge the
history of socialism as it has been
handed down 1o us.

Would you consider
definitely anti-Stalinist?

No, to that extent | would be
positive embarrassment both to the
British CP and the Soviet Union.

My view is that there is a primary
cause that upsets me about the world.
That is the spread of imperialism by
capitalism from the advanced in-
dustrial states. If the left on the whole
is guilty of anything it is under-
estimating the power of capitalism in
the west and the ease with which
workers united can overthrow it.

I won’t attack the Soviet Union
except when P'm writing letters to
Radio Moscow. I'm impressed by
anyone who can provide a substantial
threat to what would otherwise be the
total ownership of the world by
western monopolies.

What depresses me  about the
Soviet Union is the extent to which
they imitate western habits (0 main-
tain their power. But | don't think
that I'm in a position to condemn the
amazing contortions people have
gone through in order to resist
capitalism.,

Wha_t about the CP's reformist
profile?

I would not place the amount of faith
that the CP establishment does in the

yourself ‘

potential of parliament. It scems clear
to me that capitalists sorted parlia-
ment out vears ago. By the time the
left get there it’ll be about as useful as
the roval family.

The CP has a history of trving 1o
give people experience of administra-
tion and ‘for that reason the
parliamentary road has never been cut
off.

The trouble revolutionaries find
themselves in when they've over-
thrown the establishment is simply
lack of administrative skill. Within six
months the revolutionary body has 1o
import political technicians  from
abroad like the situation Robert
Mugabe is now in.

[ e

Would you describe yourself as a
revolutionary socialist?

Well ves... 1 come from a world of
gestures and shadow boning.. 1 ook,
[ just saw a film about a Finnish
writer in the carly twentieth century,
one of the onlv members of the
bourgedis drop-outs who svmpathis-
ed with the Bolkheviks.

In eftect this bloke was a vi-
sonary, exhorting the peasants and
workers of Finland o then staughter.

He was absolutely rnight m what he
said and the bourgeoisie imported a
load of German soldiers and just
wiped them out. If you're not in the
front line yourselt, vou have an in-
credible responsibility about how and
who vou exhort. We aren’t exactly in
the front line in England.

Feminism does not exactly strike
me as the CP’s strong point?

I know lots ot old socialists who don't
like rock and don’t understand
feminism, but in terms of what they
were dealing with when they were in
the battle .1 think they had their
prioritics and they stilt do. 1 think the
new left will find itsclf in the same
position in {ifty vears time.

1 think what [ am arguing against
is probably quite simply ageism. Do
vou Keepon splitting away when older
people refuse to learn or do vou pool
resources?

The International Marxist Group is
comprised mostly of people over
25!

Wetl, 'movery comtorted 1o hear that
and 1 love them straight away.

There’s no way elderly ballet-loving
CP members will get off on a Sound
System. [ don’t think it matters that
they like Gilbert and Sullivan because
in terms of priorities they know
what’s right and wrong in this area
and culturally they may be capable of
amazingly racist assumptions — to
dismiss them because of this would be
unfair,
O —
Surely it’s one thing not to follow
cultural fashions and another to
become less culturally sharp. It
seems to me that there’s very little
socialist perspective on popular
culture.
|
Popular culture is and always has
been politically ambiguous. If you
take a folk song as a piece of music it
can be the voice of the underprivileg-
ed or a fascist can take that same song
and use it as the voice of the heart of
his people or it can be tarted up and
used on the Eurovision song contest. |
think it’s difficult for people in
cultural pursuits to do it on their own.

. I know lots of musicians and ar-
tists trving to make a contribution to
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Soft Machine and socialism

the labour movement. I used to make
an assumption that because the music
I liked was on the whole ghetto
culture that it was inherently revolu-
tionary because it celebrated dis-
possessed people without access to
power, it celebrated their lives and
aspirations.

Like Pete Townshend saying ‘I
believe in rock and roll’. I think he
would think that was a culturally
revolutionary thing to do. In hind-
sight we can all have a chuckle at that,
nevertheless it’s where a lot of us
came from ten to fifteen years ago
and we’ve simply underestimated the
enemy — the power of capitalism to
absorb.

I don’t go around blaming punks
for selling out as reminding people
just how powerful organisations like
CBS really are.

We're talking about white male
European culture?...

Yes we’re talking about the strongest
people in the world...

And most of them are oppressed
by it...

Yes of course and one of the thing:
that drew me to the organised le::
from having been a rock musician was
feeling totally betrayed by my ow=x
ideology just as a rock musician.

It’s hard to learn from the
established left because they hauve
such a cynical attitude towards

popular culture that they don’t know
enough about it to talk about it.

A big problem the left has is :7z"
at one time it made this assumptio=
that capitalism was a revolutionar
force because it represented the over-

throw by the bourgeoisie o7
aristocracy and that during ;
period its culture was revolutionar:
culture.

What we call progress has beer
brought about by capitalism and p-c-
ves capitalism is still the most powe--
ful way of operating. Socialists has =
great difficulty with this because vo
can’t think of bourgeois culture bei
revolutionary after 1917 therefor:
anything that comes from Ameri::
must be reactionary. Which suitsa -
of old Europeans very well ‘oo
they're snobs and don’t like a louz
off-beat or flashy clothes. So wha:
you get is cultural Luddites.

Would you say that effective
socialist pop is a contradition in
terms?

S

If it doesn’t represent a strong work-
ing class movement it has to be. If ar.
artist points his finger at somethin:
and says, ‘Look, [ have noticed this."
You think ah yes that’s useful. Anc
you’ve had an insight that’s useful.
But time and again people star:
looking not at what he’s pointed tc
but start saying ‘This man’s got :
wonderful finger, let’s photograp*-
this incredible finger.” And eventuall:
everybody tries to grow a finger li
his finger. That’s the history of a-:
and religion — every good idez
manifests itself as an icon.
P

What about groups like the Beat
and the Clash who have a left pro-
file but no affiliation with working
class movements.

All you can say is their priorities
aren’t your priorities.. A positive way
of looking at it is to nurture what
there is in common with other people.

I would say just cut your losses
and look elsewhere. In the Morning
Star world you’ll find a lot of discus-
sion centred on ‘Oh dear how can we
politicise the local Sun-reading fac-
tory workers?’

My attitude to that is instead o:
haranguing those people look around
the world for where there are totally
politicised people struggling on the
front line and find out what suppor:
you can give them.
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Ken Livingstone — fine speeches but no action
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WHAT oES
HE kNow
ABoUT

ABORTIONT

Abortion rights
- Corrie through
the back door

Fares farce

THE MANIFESTO of the Labour Greater London Coun-
‘cil is an empty shell. As we go to press it appears that
the GLC will vote to increase fares and make cuts and
redundancies of London Transport, in line with the

House of Lords ruling.

It will call on the government
to change the law, whatever good
that may do. And on this sorry
day in County Hall, certain
Labour councillors will have
kept to their principles and voted
to defy the law, in the full
knowledge that this would have
no chance of getting through.

What a farce, what a fiasco!
The left should have voted —
and organised — a massive cam-
paign of resistance in favour of
the GLC’s fares policy.

Principles without action,
don’t pay the increased fares;
principles won’t save the jobs of
the bus and tube workers, prin-
ciples won’t stop bus and tube
routes being slashed. Not when
those principles are paper votes,
when they are not put into action
to openly defy the Tories and
their puppets in the courts and
the House of Lords.

Nor was the issue whether or
not the Labour group should be
allowed a free vote, once a ma-
jority had voted to defy the Law
Lords ruling. What is really at
stake is how the Labour GLC
should be leading the campaign
in support of its manifesto and
against the Tories.

They have failed to do that.
Instead they have at best taken
positions of principle and at
worse voted against pledges
made in the manifesto. No-one is
concerned with making martyrs
out of bankrupt or surcharged
councillors. But when the
manifesto was passed by the
London Labour Party what did
the would-be councillors think

would be the out¢ome?

That the Tories, Heseltine
and so on would allow their
policies to be implemented
without opposition? That money
would be forthcoming from cen-
tral government because the peo-
ple of London had voted for the
manifesto?

If the Labour group,
especially the left, thought this
was the case, then it’s naive to say
the least. But the left knew, and
promised, that what was needed
to implement its policies was to
lead a massive and continuing
campaign to take on the Tories,
the press and the courts.

Because what is at stake is not
the reputation or political purity
of a dozen or so counciilors.
What is at stake is the living stan-
dards of the working people

of London who are facing a -

tremendous onslaught from a
vicious government. The work-
ing class of London looked to the
Labour GLC elected in May to
give it a lead where its own union
leaders nationally have failed.

A mass campaign against the
Law Lords’ ruling on fares
would have, and still can, meet a
tremendous response within the
labour movement. Whatever the
outcome of the council meeting,
all those in the GLC, London
Labour Party and the trade
unions who oppose the judge-
ment should fight through the
organisations of the working
class to have a massive campaign
of action,

The working class has had
enough of fine words.

By Jude Arkwright

Women's abortion
rights are under attack
again. This time from
the Department of
Health and  Social
Security.

Last March a new form
was issued to be filled in by
doctors performing abor-
tions. The newly worded
form does not allow for
non-medical reasons to be
entered as grounds for the
abortion. The implication
is that all those women
seeking  abortions  for
anything  other  than
medical reasons are not
really entitled to them
under the 1967 Abortion
Act.

Afford

If this interpretation
were to be taken seriously
by doctors it would mean
refusing abortions to 80
per cent of women seeking
them on the NHS.

Any woman seeking an
abortion on the grounds,
for example, that she
could not afford another
child, or as a young girl
still at school, or because
her marriage was breaking
up, would be turned
down.

The 1967 Act has never
given women the complete
right to choose for
themselves but the liberal
interpretation of the Act
has always acknowledged
that such social reasons
must  be taken into ac-
count.

The intention behind
the changing of this form
is now clear. Any doctor
who does not fill in the
form correctly is liable to
prosecution.

Letter

The National Abortion
Campaign  have  just
disclosed a confidential
letter from Sir Henry
Yellowlees, the Chief
medical officer, to all
those doctors who have -
continued to enter social
reasons regardless.

It states: ‘Lest there be
any misunderstanding |
should point out that non
medical factors alone do
not provide legal justifica-
tion for termination on the
grounds you have entered
on the form ...’

It is possible that this
action has already affected
women seeking abortions.
It is vital that the pro abor-
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