Unemployed and strikers 10p

‘They're trying to treat us like slaves —
now we're going to stand up for our
rights.” That was the reaction of one of
Leyland’s Longbridge workers to the
attempts of BL management to chop
workers’ tea breaks.

The company claims that the cut in tea
breaks is needed to pay for the 33-hour week.
But in reality Edwardes and BL management
are frying to use the recent defeat of BL
workers over the annual wage claim to put the
boot in.

They want to force up productivity through
increasing the speed of the track to back-
breaking proportions, and making tea breaks
S0 5!hur1: that there's not even time to have a
pee!

But Edwardes' attempts to ride rough-shod
over the unions and the workforce has come a
cropper. The attempt to get the workers back

to work failed miserably last Monday when an
extra 2000 workers joined the strike.

The extraordinary solidarity and determina-
tion of the Longbridge workers shows that
they've had enough of speed up, cuts in real
wages and redundancy.

The hard line of BL management fits in nice-
Iy with the ‘get tough’ union-bashing policies
of the Tories. Over the past few years, Ed-
wardes has been in the forefront of the cam-
paign to weaken union organisation. Derisory
pay increases, plant closures with huge redun--
dancies, and the sacking of militants — in-
cluding former Longbridge convenor Derek
Robinson — have bean the order of the day for
BL workars,

The battle for union rights means defeating
the Employment Act and the new proposals by
Employment ,Secretary Norman Tebbit. Buzt it
also means repeliing direct assaults on workers'
rights like the one at Longbridge. Tebbit, Ed-
wardes — on “yer bike.




high tide

By Phil Hearse

THE VICTORY of Shirley Williams in the Crosby
by-election is the product of unique cir-
cumstances which will never be repeated. Her
statement that the Labour Party is "collapsing’
and that we are seeing the emergence of a
‘new two party (Tory-SDP) system’ is the ex-
cusable product of election-night excitement.
Monetheless, a whole series of slectoral
trends show that the SDP-Liberal alliance is
here to stay, and that we have definitaly
entered the era of a ‘three party system’.

Why precisely were the
S13P able 1o bring off such
a spectacular coup in Cro-
shy. &Crosby, including the
blue-rinse scaside rown of
Formby, has always been

T'org. '
some of the figures
give an mdication why, It
1z one of the constituencies
with the highest raie of
nome -ownership in the
land- — around 70 per
cenl. More than sixty per
centof the electorateare in
the ‘professional  and
managerial” catesory and
it has an age distribution
O match.

Oreanised Christianity
is particularly strong, with
30 per cent of the com-
munity being Cathuolics.
Croshy iz the kind of con-
stituency  that Lahour
conld never win this side of
the millenium: it is the sort
of constituéncy thal the
Taories thought they could
never-lose.

Swing

The  widespread on-
popularity of the Tories®
economic policics fn the
miiddle class found its ex-
pression in the swing 1o the
middle class SDP. Labour
found fdrself in a classic
third party squeeze, as the
minority of working class
volers: swung behind the
SDP o unseat the Tories,

One voler 1old BBC
television: T would vore
Labour, but | don’t think
they have a chance,

The SDP had the fur-
ther advantapge of their
most popular-and media-
féted leader ac their can-
didate; and to clinch it all,
the one candidate with
strong 'Christian - creden-
tials, a Catholic to boot!

Still, this admittedly
unique =~ set  of  cir
Cumnsiances were a product
of massive trends ar a na-
Honal level which reveal
that the politicisation of the
British cconomic crisis is
mideed  estabhishing  the
SDP dés the third party.

United

Since the SDP's crea-
lion eight months ago, the
Social  Democrats have
won 50 per cent of all the
councik  by-elections  in
which they have stood.

They have over the
past  few months con-
sistently received around
40 per cent of 1he vole in
these by-elections. And in
thal period their rating in
Lite opinion polls has con-
Linually been aver 40 per
cent, as opposed to 25:30
per cent each for the

‘Socialist Challenge. ' 3 DecamBar 1881

Iabour
Tories.
Thar there s massive
disaffection.  with  the
Tories is easy to explain,

The most unpopulur
government  in [fjving
memary is bound 1o pro-
duce electoral catastrophe.

_Sections of ruling class
opinion, particularly thaose
associated with indusirial
capital, are toving with the
idea of atleast temporarily
shifting their allegience to
the SDF.

But  why has the
Labour Party a?aparent[-
got inro electora difﬁcuﬁ
ty, with only a narrow vic-
Lory in. Warrington, and
the near-collapse of the
vore iE  Croydon  and
Croshy?

Labour obviously
dossn’l présent a united
and coherent political line,
To that exient, there is
some truth in the righr
wing accusations thal
‘internal bickering® is har-
ming Labour’s electoral
chances.

But  this  szo-cafled
bickering is the product of
the leadershuip™s refusal to
accept  conference  depi-
sions, and their insistence
on resisting - democratic
and socialist ideas. The af-
fects of this cannot he
resisted al a local level by
Labour candidates. no
matler how left wing.
They are bound to reap the
whirlwind of betrayal by
the national leaders.

Beyond thar, however,
there 15 a striking process
of differentiation going on
AMong Labour =~ sop-
porters, and this “was
demonstrated at Croshy,

Truth

It 15 a process of the
hardening oul of a com-
miited minority supporl
for Labour, firmly sup-
porting the left and Ben-
nism, together  with g
disorientation and scep-
ticism among the mass of
Labour volers.

In Crosby, the largest
election meeling was that
of Tony Benn, which 1800
people aitended, The se.
cond largest was that of
Heffer and Foot, which
1300 people atlended,. The
SDP and Tories never
managed more than 1100,
But Labour got just over
5,000 votes!

Pariy and 1he

The conclusion which
Labour's right wing will
draw is that 11 is necessary
to re-occupy the ‘middle
ground' of British politics.

The iruth is the op-
posile.  Without  unitin
around a coherent anti-
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capitalist project, Labour
will always po down 1o
defeat at the hands of the
SDP. The drive 1o defear
the SDP cannot be carried
through with  Labour
policy in disarray.

The concensus among
puolitical observers is that
the next parlizment will see
three major parliamentary
blocs. Whether that is trie
o not; - [ abour’s fare
depends not only on pur.
ting forward acoherent
electoral alternative. but
crucially on the bafgnce of
class. forces which 1y
created between now and
the fall of the Tory povern-
ment, togetlicr with the
balance of political forces
inside the Labour Party
and the trade unions,
Aid

The two casnot be
separated. If the working
class is continually defca-
ted on the industrial front,
if _no fightback against
unemployment takis
place, the ensuing passivi-
1y will massively gid™the
SDP and Labour®s right
wing,

This situation poses a3
number of urgent tasks for
the Labour left, The firstis
te refuse to shut up chop
until the election is over,

That would be a wifl to
the: right wing, and
moreover virlually
guaraniee a big SDP suc-
cess. . The second, as
Socialist  Challenge  has
continually stressed, is to
use the ‘weight of the
Labhour left inside all the
partial  and embryonic
struggles which are emerg-
ing - against unemploy-
ment. These ¢an be crucial
levers 1o fight the irade
union bureaucracy, which
Can itzelf o starl 5]
transform the relationship
of forces in 1lie Labour
Party,

It’s the Conservatives — they'd like to form an
alliance’

For example. “BOD
AUEW branches  have
now signed the appeal for
the union leadership to
Upport  Laurence Scoft.
This support is the most
significant  blow  aguinst

the Duffy-Bovd leadership
for vears,

The second tazk for the
Labour left is 10 organize
itself more coherently o
iMpose an  anti-capitalist

2l Caldwell

- R

alternalive on the
parliamentary leadership.
Without the masses feeling
that Labour can start to
solve their basic prohlems.
the fight against the SDP is
lost,

Te carry through these
tasks, Lhe proposed new
organisation ofi - the
Labour: left, uniting the
lefi in the consituencies,
unions and parliament can
play & ‘vital role. But il
must base itself on mass
stugele and not
manoeuyre; . and: it must
open dtself up 10 a dehate
about what precisely con-
stitules a progeamme of
anti-capitalist policies to
solve the crsis in this
period.,

Risks

The  (ransFormation
taking pluce in  British
politics #s a fundamental
one. Such a political crisis
mevitably: apens up both
MARSIVE Opportuniiies and
huge ricks for the working
class. Socialists must raise
their horizons to meel the
passibilities inherent in Lhe
present situation, and if
necessary it means raising
their horizons above vic.
tory or defeat in the next
election,

The 5DP will not sur-
vive its first period in of-

fiee; itz palicies are those
appropriate 1o capitalism
in boom, not in crisiz, In
office, either alone or in
coalition, il cannor but be
forced to apply austerily
policies,

Resolute

_The SDPs attempt o
find some ‘new’ policies
which ‘break the mould®
by ransacking the last 30
¥ears of British political
history is singularly un-
convincing,

shirley Williams in her
election night speech
quoted Dryden thal
‘nothing can stop an idea
whose lime has comie’

Dryden was of course
lalking about the return of
Charles I to the throne!
But the Restoration failed
to alter the facl thar the
monarchy  was an idea
whose time had past!

The political polarisa-
tion between radical fefr
and right-wing solutions to
the crisis will continue,
When the left’s opportuni-
Ly comes, as it will in the
next decade, it must be
taken with the kind of
resolute socialist policies
which can initiate the rran-
sition [0 socialism.
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for johs

By Ann Henderson

AFTER travelling round Britain for a week,
stopping at various major cities, the TUC Jobs
Express transporting 400 young unemployed,
arrived in London last weekend.

Despite a good
response in some arcas and
an enthusiastic receplion
from railworkers al Pad-
dington, the TUC failed to
link up the activities of the
Jobs Express and thosc
fighting for jobs. Instead
of building suppeort for
Laurence Scoll and Staffa
and visiling workplaces,
the youth were subjected
to a diet of discos and

small ‘non-political’
demonsirations. 3
The  demonstration

and rally on Sunday sum-
med up the week's events.
Attended by fewer than
5,000 youth and trade
unionists, it didn’t reflect
what would have been
possible for the TUC to
organise.

But the anger and
frustration was clearly ex-
pressed — not only al the
Tories, but also at the
trade union leadership —
Len Murray was greeted
with heckling..

The izsuc of Laurence
‘Scott became crucial, Two

young workers from
Laurence Scott wereon the
truin, and collections

organised daily in every
lown.

Soon -all the wyouth
came out in support of
L_aurenc{:_éicti_}i, and 1
support of Slalla —saying
clearly to the TUC that for
them campaigning for
Jobs for Youth meant
fighting to defend the
workers taking action to
defend their jobs.

Supporters  of  the
socialist paper Revolution
led the debates on the train
about how to fight
unemployment and _the
role of the trade union
leadership — particularly
challenging the Labour
Party Young Socialists to
take up practical supporl
for the Laurence Scotl
workers and join the
picket lines in Doncaster.

Claire Short  from
Youthaid told us at the ral-
Iy on Sunday that we
should leck  bevond
Laurence Scott; that the
campaign was about jobhs
for all voung people —
which is exactly why Len
Murray was heckied}: wh
lots of money was col-
lected for LSE, and why 15
of the young people from
the train went up to Don-
caster the following day to
join the Laurence Scott
workers on their picket
line, rather than lobbving
Parliament.

Mark, 19, Birmingham
P e e o ]

CLIVE Jenkins told us 1o
wait for three vears until
the next povernment can
create a  mullion  jobs
building a ]:né'Pe[inr.'. L‘ﬁlan-
nel link and electrifying
the ratlyways — hard fines
on the other millions of
unemploved! He didn't

mention socialism once,

In Bristol, 1,000 mar-
ched. The rallv in the
TGWU office echoed with
shouts of *Laurence Scott
is magic — Terry Duffy's
tragic’.

Tony Benn received a
tumuliuous welcome from
the crowd and expressed
support for workers in
strugele 1o defend fobs.
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Phil Panning, 20,
Laurence Scott striker,
TASS steward
ey SN FET

ON Tuesday we joined the
train with the intention of
showing the vouth around
the country the true story
behind our dispute.

The youth on the train
at a mass mesting over-
whelmingly supported our
right to distribute the LSE
and Staffa  bulleting
agzinst the wishes of the
TUEC,

Cm arrival in Brum we
were asked to stop selling
on the street, the reason
given was that it was illegal
without a licence, We

agreed under pratest,

The following day a
shock went through the
train, when stewards told
us to stop selling on the

e e e T e

Johs Expres

train,

This time the feeling
was so strong that we had a
meeting in the Manchester
carnage aticnded by all the
political groups on the
frain.

After a confrontation
the TUC stewards backed
down,

Clive Haining, 20, LSE
striker, EETPU

WE at Scotts and Staffa
are leading the way in the
fight against unemploy-
ment,

If there are to be jobs
for youth in the future, the
TUC leaders must join
together  with  those
fighting for jobs today.

Kerry Wade, 17, Man-
chester

ON the Thursday night in
Cardiff a small discussion
on sexism took place with
about five people. Many
more came in. Although a
few had funny ideas on
women's rights the fact
that 50 many people came
to the discussion proves
that this is an important
topic that most people on
the train wanted to

A

:

Anne MclLeary, Leeds

I TOOK leaflets round to
everybody on the train
about the Womans Right
to Work march. Despite
the usual sexist comments
rrpi_'n S0Mme young men, the
initial response was very
encouraging,

There was a greal deal
of anger at the sexism
from some of the older
male stewards, and we
argued for the need for a
women's only carriage on
the train,

The final result was an
extensive

o women and men who were
interested in building the

Demonstration. for  a
Womans Right 1o Work.

Mick
strilker

Rowe. Staffa

PEOPLE on the train have
shown a very powerful will
and have shown that you
can have different beliefs
and still work for a com-
mon goal and achieve it

The fight for jobs for
vouth has been more im-
portant on the train than
diffe_.rences.. An amazing
political awarcness  has
¢ome through.

— Bl

s youth march

Fight for the futur
say Jobs Express
youth

IF YOU were on the Jobs Express, the 250,000 str
CND march against the missiles, or the Laure
Scott picket line you'd have been sure to me¢
mamber or supporter of Revalution Youth,

Wherever the fight against the Tories, against
justice, agsinst recism is the fisrcest, Reve Yoi
will ba thara.

On the weekend of 18, 78 and 20 Decem
Ravolution will be holding its first national o

%ﬂﬂﬂ since the erganisation was set up in b

Revolution Youth aims to link up and lead
ward all young people who are interested in figh
to change this system and to raplace it with a sogi
in which working people can really take control o
thair fives.

The confarence will start off on the avening of
day 18 Decamber with an international ralfy w
speakers from revolutionary organisations in Cen

America, the Caribbean and from Ireland.

Thare will also be speskers from sister organi
tions in Evrope and Amaerica.

Socialist Challenge supporters can play an img
tant part in meking sure that the Revolution rally ¢
conferance are a big success.

Afl;'r'mr.rgh the rally is aimed mainly at young p
ple, it'll be of interest and importance for sociafist
all eges. All Socialist Challenge supporters sho
make a paint of getting to it.

. bTEmPran yaurégﬂgenprs in your umion bran
abour Party, or group, Try to persuade th
come along as wall. 43 =

By building and strengthening ‘Revolution’, |
are helping to strengthen the general fight
socialist palicies in g direct and positive way.
Revolution International Solidarity Conference, Friday

Daceamber at 7.30, Conway Hall, Red Lian Fr &
WC1, Tickets £1.00/50p unwaged or ‘I'E;FS.Squam =

If you are interested In coming to the conference ple
write to RY c/o PO Box 50, London N1 2XP. X

» Bocjalist Challenge. 3rDeceambar 1981 - pa



¢ Toni Gorton

iE YEARS of disappuoint-
ant, frustration and racist
iuse that drove Brixton's
with into battle with tha
slice earlier this year will not
» answered by the proposals
‘Lord Scarman.

They are too little and too
te — ‘mere tinkering’ as Dar-
is Howe, one of the better-
1own spokespersons of the
ack community puts it
are than this, some recom-
endations are threatening to
vil rights.

The sipmificance of the April
enrs cannol be lost on anyone,
wy were 2 historic break  with
itish society by large sections of the
st oppressed of the inner cities.

Provoked bevond endurance by
= massive police operation “Swamp
', black wouth were joined by
ntes in streer bartlas unprecadented
¢ the British mainland this century.

Immediately the government call-

upon Baron Scarman of Quat to
vestigate and make recommenda-
s,

In iz eves the task was fourfold;
5t to-Obscure the depth of the social
igls; second, to defuse belief that
itish society was racist and thereby
aw the traditional leaders of the
1wk communily  back into - col-
soration; third, to clean up the
iblic image of the police, making
angesin their practice and authon-
50 A5 1o make them more effective;
urth, to strengthen the laws in
zard to ‘public disorder’ which they
rsee will be needed in the future.

Scarman has done a good job for
¢ Tories, apportioning blame in an
en-handed way,

He has met with an almost univer-
lly positive response from the
edia, police and parliament,

But this liberal minded Lord has
jected zome of the fundamental
mands thrown up in the course of
iblic debate.

He has refused to acknowledge
& deep-seated and institutionalised
cism of British sociely; has refused
recommend that the Special Patral
roup be disbanded; has refused the
realer London Council control over
e Metropolitan Police Force: and
fused to argue for a massive injec-
m of public resources Lo provide
s, schools and jobs in the inner
des.

And further, some of his pro-
1sals threaten democratic rights. For
ample, his amendments to the
iblic Order Act would impose a
:cessity for organisers of demonstra-
wms to inform police of their plans
id would remove from the law any
wessily of the police to prove that
mious’ risk exists to public order
am a march,

Ted Knight, leader of Lambeth
suncil, most clearly exposed Scar-
an’s ‘solutions’, He pointed out
at unemployment in the borough
i increased by 62 per cent in the
15t year and teenage unemployment
|dliincreas-ed by 40 per ceni since
pril.

*What he fails to spell out is the
onomic realities under which the
cal authorty is alicmpling to
serate’, Knight said,

‘He ignores the pertinent [act thal
mbeth is one of the mnper city
sroughs which has been savagely
malised by Mr Heseltine since the
anservative government came into
wer,”

Knight summed it up as a ‘no hope
port,

ere tinkerin

Scarman documents many of the
factors which led to the ‘serious
breakdown in relations hetween the
police and the community’,

He believes that there are lwo
well-known principles of policing a
free society, consent and balance; and
independence and accountabilily.

For him, the priority of the police
must be o maintain public ‘tran-
guility’ and law  eaforcement
shouldn’t put this at risk.

*Let justice be done; though the
heavens collapse’ may be apl for a
judge, says Scarman ‘but it canlead a
policeman into tactics disruptive of
the very fabric of society’,

In this contex!, Scarman secks (o
ensure that the police are *sensitive’
and attuned to the prevalent moods of
the community. He is not going to
leave this to chance so he proposes
Ehat consultation is ‘mandatory’ by

aw,

But consultation will only be with
‘acceplable’ bodies and he calls forin-
vestigation into the local Community
Relations Councils which he sess as
‘too readily influenced by extreme
political views®.

The police moved in advance of
the Scarman report to propose that
they would weleome an ‘independent’
presence on the police complaints
board, This is one of the most sore
points of public contact with police.

clalist Challenge - 3 December 1981 paged

The real issue is of course accoun-
tability and who controls the police.
Searman 15 against the GLC having
any responsibility for London's

police on the amazing grounds that
parliament wouldn't like ir,

Russell Profite, a black London
councillor, raised his abjection to the
whole concept of community polic-
ing, He was congerned that when the
paiice started runming the vouth clubs
and recreation centres (as happens in
Handsworth Birmingham) that this
amounts to police control of the com-
mumnity and not community control of
the police,

This is what we have Lo watch out
for — the integration of the police in-
to the schools, vouth facilities and
community  organisalions. The
recommendations of the Scarman
report, if acted upon could be the thin
end of the wedge.

. The report raises some other ques-
tiens which could be the basis-of
ongoing  debate and  discussion
especially around the idea of positive
discrimination to enahle black people
to overcome their heritage of racial
diserimination.

All in all Lord Scarman has con-

structed a skillful cosmetic job on the
distase-ridden face of British society
— but it won't cure the patient.

What Scarman proposes

® improved vetting of can-
didates for police to
eliminate racial discrimina-
tion

8 extending training
period to six months

@ racist behaviour to be
grounds for dismissal

@ continued use of Spacial
Patrol Group and "stop and
search’ powaers

® statutory requirement of
consultation between
police and community

® London police to con-
tinue to be directly under
control of Home Office

® supports use of water
cannon, CS gas and plastic
buliats

® compilation of statistics
on ethnic minarities by
census and local govern-
ment

@ press authorities to
review coverage of
disorders

@ random checks by lay
persons into intarrogation
and detention of suspects
in the police stations

@ reform police complaint
procedure — introduce an
independent slameant

® against a new Riot Act

® Public Order Act to be
amended; — advance
notice of a procassion —
deletion of ‘sarious’ fram
the public order tast —
selective bans an marches

Support the national demonstration

BRADFORD <2.

=

an 12 December fn Bradford.
Aszsambie: 130 Manningfam Park
For further Information phone 01-577 4920



Gount down with Arthur

By Toni Gorton

VOTING has begun to decide who will be the
next presidernt of the National Union of

Mineworkers.

Even the bosses and the Tory press are forc-
ed to concede that the fikely victor will be Ar-

thur Scargill.

This won't be due to
any support that they have
given him — far from it!
Seargill has faced a bar-
rage of hostile publicity,
some of it traceable back
to the MNational Cdal
Board itzelf.

At his final campaign-
ing mecting in Sheffield on
28 Movember, he told 2000
miners that a NCB public
relations officer had plac-
ed the print order for the
Lancashire Miner — a
one-off publication —
which attacked him and
supported  another can-
didate.

Despite ihis sort of op-
position, the mectings of
Arthur Scargill  have
regularly . attracted = bet-
ween $00 and 1000 people,

In Sheflield with Tony
Benn on the platform,
Scargill declared that in

order  to . achieve his
policies  “miners  need
Izaders  responsive  to

members” views and com-
mitted 1o democracy and
acconntahiliry.

*Abhove all leaders who
are prepared to fight for
those they are privileged 10
represent.,

Ima refercnce 'to rerir-

" talks

ing president, Joe
Gormley, he said: '‘The
union needs a leader who
dees not come out of pay
and say on the
doorstep  he does not

: '“T‘“ -

believe theres is any more
cash available.”

Arthur — Scargill, if
elected may serve as presi-
dent of the NUM for 22
vears unless his own ohjec

tions 1o life fterms s
translated into constity-
tional changes.

His election will he

seen to be significant in the
industrial ~and political
bartles to come — and not
only the miners think that,

Staffa— workers accept offer

WORKERS at Staffa Products who have been
fighting to keep their factory in Leyton decided
this week to return to work on the basis of a
much improved management offer.

Unfortunately the management has refused
to move from its position to close the Leyton
factory. Only the date has changed.

The outline of the deal
i5 as follows. Workers will
return o work with a
guarante: of a minimum
of six months' cmploy-
ment but a maximum of
twelve months.

During the first six
months people will be en-
couraged (o take voluntary
redundancy,

After twelve months,
production will he
transferred 1o Plymouth.

A second redundancy
offer has been  made.
Workers will now have the
choice of taking the
original deal — douhle
basic redundancy pay plus
£1000, or basic redundacy
plus one half of a vear's
wages.

In general the second
offer will be worth an
average of £1300 more.

Cither aspects of the of-
fer include:

@ Full holiday entitle-

CoRmaAL 13
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ment will be granled for
Christmas,

® Full holiday entitle-
ment will be given for next
vear whenever people
eave,

& Management has of-
fered a seven per cent wage
FI5€.

@ There is agreement for
no  recriminations oo
‘gither side’.

& The unionsin their turn
have been asked to im-
mediately remove both in-
ternal and external black-
ing. They must also co-
operaie with the move,

Having to increase its
offer shows the problems
that management is runn-
ing into with the stopping
of all work on its motors
and the blacking of its pro-
ducts,

Management's dis-
comfiture  was  increased
when right wing Labour
MP for Leyton Brvan

COMPLAINTS  DEFT.

RECENTLY | WwiAS ASKEDR

IF | wibs MOT 1N TANGER OF

BECOMIN

7 OBRSESSED WITH
THE FossisuTY oF A
WUCLEAR, HDLG'I'

Magee did a
about face,

He withdrew his un-
conditional support for
management and rased a
demand pressed on him by
the Staffa workers that the

overnment grant of £4m
should be blocked.

It was on the basis of
this grant that Staffa
decided 1o move opera-
tions to Plymouth with g
net loss of jobs and the
destruction of one third of
all manufacturing jobs in
East London,

The problems that
management might face
were already anticipated in
a reporl drawn up by con-
sultants, Hay  Com-
munications, to prepare all
the details of the closure,
They were nol to know
that the workers would get
their hands on the report.

Phase 1 report on 24
April  revealed ‘certain
parts are critical to Staffa
because they can’t be sub-
contracted for production
elsewhere. Where possible
an excess production of
these %arts. should be made
and the stockpile moved
off site.”

complete

Unfortunately for
management the over-time
bans and one-day stop-
pages prior to the closure
announcement meant that
this stockpiling couldn't
be properly fulfilled. The
resplt was g polential
disaster for the company.

The report continues:
“Cost is not the main con-
sideration where maintain-
ing a market presence.dur-
ing the switch to Plymouth
is essential to company
survival.”

1L is this loss of market
presence which stared the
company in the face.

The about face by
Bryan Magee on top of
this is a slab in the back for
the company.

Until last week, Magee
has been putting a pro-
management line, His ad-
vice 1o the workers had
been: take the money and
run. He put down a
parliamentary motion to
Lhiz effect.

But when a counter-
posed resolution was tahi-
ed by Ernie Eoberts which
gained over 30 signatories
and a big campaign began

EALLY AM OBSESSED
i e

in his constituency, Magee
began to look to his own
future. He is soon coming
up for re-selecrion,

Of course, Magee has
left himself @  whole
number of escape hatches.
He has written to Industry
Secretary, Patrick Jenkin,
asking him to ‘review very
critically” his department’s
decision to subsidise Staf-
fa’s move.

_But im A letter
simultaneously written to
Staffa management he
reveals the extent of his
criticism which only goes
o far as 1o demand higher
redundancy pay, and help
to find other jobs,

His magical solution is
for the workforee to ap-
proach an outfit called
‘Job Creation Ltd® to find
Staffa workers jobs.

His ‘St Pauls conver-
sion' was only a face sav-
ing formula which
wouldn't solve his re-
selection problem.

Clearly a major
psychological  ace  for
management was the pro-
hlems faced over
Christmas. Unfortunately
it iz also true that the strike
leadership  never  suc-
cessfully solved the pro-
blem of involving the ma-

SAFETY WHEN WORKRG |

jority of the workforce in
the fight.

Moreover, no political
perspective was  really
hammered out which gave
workers the confidence
that the battle could be
won, The demand on the

HAFTS . -
ok it g+~

government to block th
grant and a massive cam
Paign Lo support the objec
tive only developed in th
last weeks. We will b
carrying a halance sheet o
the dispute in next week™
paper.

Students occupy
against the cuts

By Chris Bertram
and Alison Harris

WHILE staff at the
Polytechnic. of Central
London are threatenin
strike action in solidari-
ty with students occu-
PYing against cuts In
education, the Laft
Alliance leadership of
the National- Union of
Students were prepar-
ing to knife any fight.
NUS presidenr uDaw‘d
Agronoviich told studenrs
who were surrounding his
national  offices o de-
mand support for their ac-
tion, that they should be
thankful for the ‘hweury af
student unions' and that
they were “lucky |, the cuis
are even worse elsewhere’,
On 20 November
studenis at PCL went into
gecupalion against plans
ay the college authorities
1o implement a 20 per cent
cul k:'?t spe?ding. This s ro
make up for a deficir o
L6538, 000, e J
Polytechnics  around
the country face a 15 per
cend cul o be imposed in
one year and thiv ic rhe
first zerious attempr o
Jight back aguinst the Tory
allacks on hisher educa-
fion.
On the  Maonday
Jollowing the vccupation,
the Rector, Colin Adam-

son, calied in the police.
This led to 19 arresis
during the day and the
level of police violence
won the students rnich

sympathy  among  the
staff.

_ By acc;;fy:'ngasemrd
sife in Wells 8i, students

Soreed Adgmson to cgll

aff the police.

At a mass meeting thy
Jollowing day, the
sludenrs m&grﬂy condenn.
ed the NUS leadership fo)
is refusal to organise sup-
port for the strugple,

An atternp! to accup
NUS  headguariers wa
Srustrated Bur left Daw
Agronovitch  in il
douht g‘f what rank ang
Sile students think of him

A writ has been serveq
on Students occupying the
Regent St site gnd bar
ricades have been puf up.

The students ai PCL
have given o lead in show-
ing how to fisht Tory at-
facks.

Occupations should be
Eeneralised to other cof.
epes up and down rhe
country but the onfy way
fe defeat the Tories is for
students ta link up their
campaigns with rhe bartiss
af warkers againse
unemployiment,
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Grenada - amonth of s

By Pat Kane, St Georges,
Grenada

NOVEMBER is an important month
for the people of Grenada, as they
continue to defend their revelution
and push forward their mass
organisations.

Wednesday 11 November was
Angols Day, when 3,000 peocpls
rafliad in the northern town of
Ssuteaurs to celebrate the sixth an-
niversery of Angolan independence.
Speakers from Angola, Nemibla, and
the Peoples’ Revolutionary Govern-
mant stressed the close contacts
batween the liberation struggles of
Africa and the Grenadian revolution.

Angofa has suffered from im-
perialist intarvantion, and the same
threats now hang over the paopls of
Greneds. Tension is mounting
throughout the region, and the latest
addition to the United Statas military
prasance here is the arrival of the air-
craft carrier 'USS Eisenhower’ in
Barbados.

Cuba‘’s support for the region’s
ravolution, hes resufted in the stepp-
ing up of US threats against Guba.
The latest attack on Cubs is the deci-

Central
America

By Phil Hearse

GENERAL ALEXANDER HAIG, wveteran of A few
general, R

Korea and Vietnam,

sideration by the administration.

sion of thae right-wing government of
Jamaica to break all diplomatic links
with Havana. The presence of Cuban
construction workers and medical
teams in Grenads is 8 further cause
for alarm for the US at the growing
finks between the revolutions of this
ragion.

The Grenadian people are ready
and praparsd to meet any military
threats against their revolution.
Every Wednesday is ‘Militia Day’,
and thousands of youth and workers
hava alraady joined.

The FRG is sponsoring an Interna-
tional Solidarity Conference here in
St Georges. end delegetes are ex-
pactad from sround the world. The
Granadian peopls see their bast
defence being mass mobilisations
and international solidarity.

Throughout Grenada you can see
the work of the island’s revolu-
tionary youth. The National Youth
Orgenisation is preparing for it’s first
national CONgress an 12-13
December. They aim to have 7.000
NYOQ members by the congress, and

already they 've racruited 5.200.

The National Women's Organisa-
tion has also set itself targets of 5,000
members by December, and thay're
wall on the way to resching this
figurs. All this in an island with a
total population of just 170,000f

The work of the Grenadisn psopla
will ba displayed on Sunday 22 when
they have their third ‘Bloody Sunday”
demuonstration. This marks the day in
1973 when thugs from the old regime
atftacked, and nearly killed, six
members of the present govern-
ment.

All the mass organisations are
mobifising, and the demonstration
will once again show the determina-
tion aof the Granadian people to ds-
fend their revolution.

Every day. Radio Free Greneds
announces that ‘November is &
month to remember, 8 month of
struggle’. The activity of the Grans-
dian people will ensure that their
struggles era successful.

= P

réd

five star
Secretary of State and anti-communist fanatic
started it. Answering guestions from the con-
gressional Foreign Affairs Committee, he af-
firmed that military action against tha San-
dinista government in MNicaragua, and even
military action against Cuba, was under con-

N BTG
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days later
n stated at his news
conference that the US
had no ‘active plans® for
immediate. military in-
tervention anywhere in the
world. *Active’ or other-
wise the United States has
a number of comtingency
plans a series of projects 1o
thwart the: revolution, in

Dogs of War are

Central America.

Given that the United
States 18 presently,
through itz ‘zero option’
proposals and  other
measurcs  aitcmpting (0
prevent itself being
izolated from democratic
public opinion interna-
tionally, actual military in-
tervention on Yielpam or
Santo Domingo lues is a
Iasl resort. :

But there are plenty of
other options between
now and then.

For the United States
the stakes in Central
America are enormous. [f
the revolution in El

Salvador is  successful,
given : the continuad
deepening of revolution in
Micaragua, then

Guatemala and Honduras
will come under increasing
Pressure. Imperialist
domination of the whole
region will be threatened,

The southern and nor-
thern neighbours of Cen-
tral America are among
the countries which are the
biggest and most impor-
tant in Latin America:

Colombia and Mexico,
Mexico is by far the richer
and the less stable, Both of
these countries nsk being
profoundly  shaken by
revolutionary victory.

Steps towards a Cen-
tral American socialist
federation would rock the
whole of Latin America.
For the United States the
lagic of this is implacable:
Micaragna must  be
isolated and the revolution
in El Salvador must be
defeated.

For the US the two
things link together; they
see  Micaragua as com-
stituting the base for in-
spiration and practical aid
to the revolution. In
Salvador. dew 2

The most likely interim
step therefore is neither
sending troops to  El
Salvador, over and above
the advisors they already
have there; noris it a&ilrﬁul
APETEES100 st Cuba.
T%?E-::r most ?ﬁf&ly interim
step is an exile-led attempt
to overthrow the Nic-

araguan government from

Paromo 2
Cunﬂl Panams
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Honduran territory, with
perhaps the participation
of elements of the Hon-
duran army. .

The problem with this
particular enterprise is that
the Honduran ruling chi-
gue is busy attempting to
give itself some ‘demo-
cratic! credentials by stag-
ingelections: a project cer-
tain ta be undermined by
using Honduras as the
base to attack El Salvador,

Whatever the precise
timescale and form of-
military -intervention, the
LIS through Haig has serv-
ed nolice that it will not ac-
cepl the wvictory of the
revolution in El %aivadn:rr.

In response to thisboth
Cuba and Nicaragua are
mobilising for a possble
military confrontation. In
Cuba, troops have been
called up, troops confined
lo barracks and anti-
aurcrafl guns have been set
up eon roof tops in
Havana. Nicarsgua is ac-
celerating the preparations
of the mulitia, and together
with the army it s

250,000

estimated  that
people are under arms,
here will be no easy
vigtories for exile invasion
forces or even a direct al-

tack from the United

Slates.,

For the United States

therefore  military’ -
tervenlion  poses  man
problems. In the US itself,
military intervention

abroad is still not a
popular option. This would
be redoubled by the kind
of prolonged battle which
would  be  reguired o
defeat Micaragua and Cuba.

Internationally, the
Reagan regme  would
beome more and more un-
popular and isolated. But
to be world cop for im-
perialism is not necessarily
to take the most popular
option. The task now is to
make the United States
pay the highest price for
playing with military fire
in the region. A barrage of
international protest can
start to stay imperiahism’s
hand.




By Davy Jones

prepare new
crackdown

‘THERE IS another option to that of com-
promise and understanding; namely confron-
tafion’. warned hard-line party leader Stefan
Olszowski last week. He was addressing the
latest emergency meeting of the Communist
Party leaders in Warsaw.

The meeting discussed
a parliamentary Bill to give
the government sweepin
new powers to deal with
the  independent wnion
movement, Salidarity,
The Special Powers Bill is
expecrecd to- Cinclude:
drastic curbs on strikes,
prohibition of non-
religious public gatherings
limitations on internal
travel ' and access  to
telecommunications, and
extension of military
jarisdiction owver civil af-
fairs.

Fight

In all, these measures
threaten (o provoke a ma-
jor confrontation “with
Solidarity. This would be
reinforeed if the govern-
menl posipones the local
glections  scheduled for
February next year.

The ruling party fears
that independent can-
didates  supported by
Solidarity could unseat the
Commumnislt  Party can-
didates.  The  Warsaw
branch of Solidarity has

drawn up proposals on
free elections which will b
ut 1o Solidariy’s national
eadership this week.

In the past weeks there
has been a flowering of
new independent political
currents nationally and
locally:

The most significant
are the fast-growing na-
tionalist Confederation of
Independent Poland
{KPN)}, and Jacek Kuron®s
Cluhs for- & Sell-
Governing - Republic, a
group with a more anarcho-
syndicalist character.
Solidarity acrivists are in-
creasingly discussing  the
nesd  for their own
political party to fight for
the interests of the workers
and small farmers.,

Prize
Such & perspective
combined with the

development of the
workers’ self-management
movement 15 & clear alter-
native  ta  the ﬁro'ect
favoured by Lech -‘afesa

Jacek Kuron

and his supporters in the
Solidarity leadership,
They have spent the last
month discussing the idea
of a ‘government of na-
tional accord’ with the
Cathelic Church and the
Communist Party,

For the authorities and
the Church hierarchy such
a project bhas the aim of
drawing the independent
union movement into ¢o-
responsibility for the

Lech Walesa meets Edmund Mairs, laader of the French socialist union,

on his recent trip to Franca

crisis. It wants Solidarity
to discipline its members
and force them to pay for
the economic crisis.
Divisions within
Solidarity have intensified
over these talks with the
government.  Some 14
members of the Gdansk
union  leadership, in-
cluding veteran  sirike
leader Andrjez Gwiazda,

resigned in  protest at
Walesa’s ‘concilia-
tionism’'.

There 13 no doubt that
the government held out
the prospect of power-
sharing as the prize 1o be
gained rthrough modera-
tion, while secretly prepar-
ing for a new crackdown.

On Monday the
authoritics shut down a
firefighters’ training
school where 380 cadets
had been on strike for a
week, The cadets had
demanded the

*

‘demilitarisation’ of the
service, namely guarantees
that they would not he us-
ed against siriking workers
and students as in the past.

Meanwhile 100,000
students at 71 of the coun-
try's 91 colleges are still on
strike protesing over the
appointment of a
poiytechnic  rtector  in
Radom and over educa-
tional reform. Bus and
tram drvers in Krakow,

southern

Poland, are
threatening a 24 hour
strikz on 7 December in
support of the students.
Anather confrontation

between the authorifies
and the Polish workers
seems likely in the coming
weeks. Hach confronta-
tion poses more sharply
the need for working class
political power as the onl
solution to  the ang
CTI515,

Strikes in Romania over food shortages

By Joe Singleton

POLAND is not the only Eastern European coun-
try undergoing serious popular unrest. In
Rumania too the workers have launched a
wave a struggles against food shortages.

On_ 9 Oclober the
Romanian government
issued a decree signed by
President Ceausescy
which  introduced harsh
penalties for hoarding
food, Persons holding
more than one month’s
supply of food are liakle to
prison sentences of up to
five vears,

Food

The scope of the foed

shortages was further in-
dicared on 17 Octobet by a
decree which introduced
bread rationing. Local
authorities are [0 ensure
that customers receive no
more than an 140z loaf of
bread daily and 5 Ibs. of
marze meal per month,
. In zome localities food
is sold only to those whose
Names appear on . a
typewritten list of local
residents.  All purchases
are recorded.

When bread rationing
was announced, strikes
broke out in the Jin valley,
site of Romania's biggest
coalfield. The government
senl Central Committes
Scerelary Emil Bobu to
deal with the strikers but
the workers arrested him
in the town of Motrul and
demanded thar Ceausescu
himself chould come,

Ceausescu’s helicopter
was unahle to land as it
was sioned by local peaple
and had to fly back to
Bucharest. The police sta-
tion in Motrul was set on
fire and the party head-
quarlers was occupied.

Strikes and demonstra-
tions also occurred in
other parts of Romania. In
the town of Giurgiu, 20
miles south of Bucharest,
the loecal party deputy
secretary was  killed by
angry demonstrators, On
17 October there were also
strikes in the towns of

Levrda, and
Haorasti

Al the beginning of
Movember the parly
secretary for the town of
Qrsova was found stab-
bed, Reports sav that the
police are out in large
numbers in the capital
Bucharest to prevent the
outbreak of onrest while
people queue for food.

Debt

The Romaman debl to
the West stands al over
310bn. Il existing obliga-
tions are to be fulfilled
Romania will have to bor-
row more and negotiate
deht rescheduling.

It is estimated that the
forcign debt could reach as
high as $16bn by the end of
this vear., Faclorics are
working at 50 to 60 per
cent of their capacity and
trade with the West has
declined.

In order to satizfy the
need for hard currency the
regime has resorted to the
export of meat and other
food products, The

Lupoaia

popular view in Romania
iz that it is rhe state export
of food which is responsi-
ble for the shortages and
not hoarding,

But the official cam-
paign against hoarding
continues. Flats are raided
apd every might Lelevision
viewers are shown sccnes
of  homes with illegal
stocks of food uncovered
by the police,

A group of shoppers
auening for oil in front of
the lLeonida shop in
Bucharest were all arrested
and taken to'the police sta-
tion. After an identity
check their homes were
searched  and  anyone
possessing more than a
litre of oil was fined.

The parallels with
Poland are too close for
comfort for the Rumanian
bureaucrats.

‘The Romanian media,
while taking its diplomatic
distance from the Rus-
sians, regularly denounces
the ‘anti-socialist  ac-
tvities” of Solidarity in
Paland while failing to
pravide information on

sensitive is5Ues like
Solidarity's agpeal to the
wiarkers o Eastern
Europe.

The miners of the Jiu
valley have a long tradition
of strugele against the
Ceausescy regime, In 1972
they launched a revolt
againt inadequate food
supplies and poor housing.
Ceauscscu was forced fo
come to the valley and
discuss with the workers in
the town of Petrosani.

Cut

In Aupgust 1977 the
minlcr.s went on strike
against the introduction of
a new Pension Law which
would have cut their living
slandards, They demand-
ed adequalte food supplies,
a &hour working day,
abolition of unpaid lahour
and the re-introduction of
rights that the miners had
won in 1956 and 1957,

Al that time the CP
leadership sent two Cen-
tral Committee members
Tlie Verdets and Gheorge

Pana (o negotiate with the
workers, Bul the workers
arrested the CC members
and demanded that
Ceausescu deal with them
directly.

Ceausescu gave in alter
3 days and come to meet g
mass gathering of 35,000
miners., After 5 hours of
discussion, reminiscent of
Gierek's discussion with
the Srzczecin workers in
Poland in 1976, Ceausescu
gave in to their demands
and promised that there
would be no repressive
measures taken against the
strikers,

The food shortages are
OUCUETING dgainst a
background of increasing
cconomic difficulties for
the Romanian regime,
Romania is a member of
the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) as well as
the World Bank, and has
special trade agreements
with the USA and the
EBC:

Hoping to use iis
stocks of oil, coal and
uranium to acquire large
amounts of hard currency

it embarked, like Poland,
on a programme of rapid
and large scale industrialisa-
tron .

Agriculture was neglected
and living standards were
sacrificed t0  nominal
growth rates and industrial
expansion.

Plans
But, like Poland again,
these plans have gone

seriously wrong. Oil self-
sulfficiency disappeared in
the mid-"70s. Plans to use
the country’s large refin-
ing capacity to refine and
re-export Middle East oil
were demolished by the
sharp rise in crude oil
prices.  nd the Iran-Irag
War.

Many long-term
capital intensive program-
mes reguiring substantial
hard-currency expenditure
arc in mid-stream, like the
plan to build ils own
nuclear power industry
through co-operation witﬁ
Canada wsing  Candu
muclear technology, :
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clocking-in
-at home!

P'we said good-bys o that war
paty, and row 1'm going taenloy
the eimple home hie 1I've booi
so vagerly planming.  Family
Bealth will be my first responsi-
bility, I shall make sure that
* atilic of Magnesis ', whirk has
belned to keep me frem ol
digmtive upsels in the stress
and strain of war, will never he
misung  from the medicos
cabinet.

‘MILK OF
MAGNESIA®

o

'WE WANT
DEMO ON

tom

THE LIFE AND TI
ROSIE THE RIVETEF
which could usefully
for conferences and
on women and u
ment. It's a new film
being shown in En
the first time. GEOF
RATT went to see it.
THIS is a lively film whicl
major contribution that
Amencan women made i
effort by working in mu
lories and shipyards.
And it tells how they ¥
ed by being eased out,

N :
% wo M E Ns
<]
O
H
I
&
5]
g
The Labour Party has agreed to organise a national
I THINK THE DEMON- event on A Woman’s Right to Work on JI.II:IE 5, 1982.
STRATION is really impor- The proposal to hold a national demonstration on the
tant. I's often left up to { theme of a Woman's Right to Work came out of the
women to fight o 1= Festival for Women's Rights Against Tory Attacks
s i i b= held in May this year. Women decided to call upon
but against unemployment =
as Ewhiols. o the Labour Party and the TUC to organise the
_ It's -~hout time the § demonstration and an Action Committee was form-
Labour ‘arty got its finger = ed to set the ball rolling. ' 8
S| | outan bidan S YVONNE TAYLOR talked to two Socialist
Rl T Sl  Challenge supporters JUDY WATSON and ELLY
Bl . Manchiae PN T . BT CORDON, wh bers of the Action Commit
(] Royal Pride Strike Com- I PERSONALLY SUPPORT . Who are members or the Ac !Dn mmit-
' % mittes. the demonstration and o Etggg tee, about the plﬂns for the demonstration.
T the Labour Group on the GLC, T e ning, at this stage, to hold
el T | think women should take Why do you think the Labour festival, They see the event |
°1 18 ﬁ;:‘gﬁﬂ“hﬁiﬁf‘p]?ﬂﬁ; Party has agreed to take a more of an enjoyable occasio
g g harder. And there 1535Lili an at- stand on the issue of women's The Action Committee h
E = titnde that women should go unemployment h'!" calling for always wanted a demonstratio
= i S E first. an event focussing on this We want the largest demonstr
r;—log i‘;‘;j“fﬁfﬁ{,‘j“;ﬂ‘gfh‘g,ﬁ I went down to the Hoover issue? tion on women’s rights ever. O
What we teel, We can't jinst sit 3 E“ﬁ”ﬁ# ot = }2“‘5 . : % viously this could feed into
quiet. If women's jobs are go- S t—:la,. T thlt:ﬁe El?énies dsep?;:&t;sk JUDY: I think their decision festival in one of the major par
ing fasier than men’s, we've got 3 — women musl organise — we reflects the impact of women’s in London and we hope we ¢
B ey el s e B can’t allow men 1o say this. strugiics over the pait few years = “change the Labour Patty's 2
; S THERE IS A MEED to focus _ The march isa way of doing on the labour movement as a on this.
ﬂ:eﬁiaigg:ﬁ:yfu\‘?g :ﬁ:nt‘ﬂg gﬁ attention on the accelerating Et“:h“!d of bringing attention whole.  The Ldﬁmunstram}jn irebe P LRARS R P T
ol o R Nabods | | heiobs—vomparcumeans | | VALERIE WIS o8y he TUC n 1973 sgnalled et 4o you think i going
e 1 O SUTYIVE. MO ¥ Jops — =11 o r - &
should be !USEHS their jD'DS — fulltime, Women have a Iight GLC Councilior. that the labour movement was b: the ma}enr pﬂ]!ttﬁﬂl focus
men or women, to work if they wish and a very prepared to begin to take a stand the event
In curstrugele at Lee Jeans, large propartion must work to : On Women’s issues. e ———|
ﬁ,“bs“tiff&‘.’;?ﬂf{l fighting fot Supﬁﬁ?:ﬁ;;eﬁ?;éyhﬂi?g?:;:_ muéh E.?é?,!f t:r S'T;,:" af:wm:f It's really opened up the door JUDY: There's quite a Egig chan
At first we weren't taken ed to give up jobs to take over It's no good saying women now so that we can begin (o that the Labour Party will want
seriously — people were sur- care of the elderly, the sick and should stay at home and look pressurise  the working class focus  on. the - Alternati
prised it was women. But in the the handicapped because this after the kids — men have got movement as a whole to fight Economic Strategy (AES) a
end they were ﬁﬂ}"l{rllsi ‘:é wgs ?;[lp!?m't is being cut by the :.':::.:‘.ls a;;;f:“m_em’f'ﬁ ?n““; E;‘u‘;: around all aspects of women’s what there is in that for womer
fﬁ;‘ hw;rffg Ei:,h ?15 owed the urisfmmml i i v s 57 rights. rights. Within the Action Co
- concentrating on this i I think the Woman's Right e — mittee, some of us are not ve
ELLEN MONAGHAN, would highlight the problem to jWDTk_ march is important to Is the type of ﬂﬂt!l’.‘ll‘tﬂl &\f'_ﬂi'lt h,app}" with this.
Chisf Staward, and bﬁnﬁ su‘p%:rn from all sec- paoint this out. the Labour F_Eu"'.‘v,lr is planning We think that any nationalz
NUTGWU, Lee Jeans, tions of the [abour movement. ELAINE CROSS what you envisaged? tivity on women’s rights at t
JO RICHARDSON MP Laurence Scott Strike Ctte _— present time should highlight t
ELLY: The Labour Party is plan- way women are being attack
* ‘____: 1‘ -‘I:A_::-"; _.:“q'j_{_;'f;'-ﬁ“ Sy
A e e G A b o e s L
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home and babies, when the conguer-
ing male heroes returned to civilian
life.

The film consists of extracts from
March. Time  and other newsreels,
alternating with the reminiscences of
black and white women who tell what
it was really like to work as a riveter or
welder. :

The women say how much they
enjoyed the companionship and sense
DF a.ciicvemmt of working in industry
compared with the low-paid, isolated
and monotonous jobs they had earlier
held in cafeterias or domestic service.

The manipulative role of the

- media is illustrated by the newsreels
e which, at the starl of the war, show

pictures of happy children taken care
of in day nurseries while their
patriotic mothers work in the fac-
tories.

At the end of the war they em-
phasise ‘eightr-hour orphans’ who are
neglected because their irresponsible
mathers are oul working in the fac-
tories, The women have done what
they were required to do and must
now vacate their jobs to make way for
returning servicemen,

One vivid incident is when a black

woman tells how, enraged at the
brutal treatment of a Filipino by a
racist naval officer, she threatens the
racist with her burner flame and
escapes disciplinary action because of
the solidarity of her workmates.
The Life and Times of Rosie the
Riveter is ar the ICA in London until
10 December and can be hired from
the Qrier Cinema, 79 Wardour 5t,
London W1,

{ELARGEST
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mw by the Tory government's
licies. It should focus on the
tvs in which women are fighting
ck: like in Lee Jeans, Hoover,
e women who were on the
ople's March, Staffa, and
iurence Scott.

Making the AES the central
ncern means directing attention
paper policies and away from
e need for people to fight for

&

FOR A WOMAN’S RIGHT to WORK

this opportunity to focus on
posilive action and to fight in the
labour movement for positive ac-
tion policies to be adopted.

We are facing a situation
where women are often the first
to be pushed out of jobs. When
everybody is facing unemploy-
ment, it is extremely divisive for
the labour movement to allow this
to go unchallenged.

Public Meeting
to launch
A Woman's Right to Work Demonstration

Wednesday Dacember 9
7

South Bank Poly,

.30pm
Rotary St, London SE1
Invited speakers
Joyce Gould {(Labour Party)
Jo Richardson MP
Susan Shell
Fran O'Grad
Judith Hunt (TASS)
arganised by Action Commiliee for o Woman's Right to Work,
181 Richmond

d, London E8

iemselves. The only way to en-
ire a future Labour government,
aly commirted to women’s
ghts, is by relying on mass ac-
on both to win our policies and
3 see that they are carried out.

And vou can’t isolate just one
spect of the AES from the rest,
here are other parts of the AES
fich T would be unhappy with,
ke import controls.

o e e o = e A
lo you think there are any
pecific policies which should
ie highlighted by this event?

e e e e R ]

UDY: I think women should use

As socialists, we want to fight
for policies which ensurc full
employment, like work sharing
with no loss of pay, a thirty five
hour week and so on. Along with
this we have to oppose any idea
that women aren’t really workers,
that their primary role in society
is that of wives and mothers, that
women should leave the jobs for
the men.

We need to argue for positive
action policics which assert
women’s equal right to a job:
against discriminatory lay-offs,
greater access to retraining for
women; positively encouraging

women to take up jobs in tradi-
tionally male preserves, opening
up apprenticeships 1o women.

We should be arguing for the
next Labour government to com-
mit itself to enforce such policies
through legislation.
R e T
How would you like to see the
Labour Party organising to
build support?

ELLY: We hope that the Labour
Party will be prepared to set up an
open working party where
Labour Party, trade union and
WOmen’'s group representatives
could work together.

Wide involvement from all
those organisations fighting for
women's rights would ensure
that, while the focus was going to
be on a Woman's Right 1o Work,
all those issues which underpin
this right were not forgotten.
Issues such as woman's right to
control her fertility, adeguate
nursery provision, no discrimina-
tion against lesbian women and so
on,

Some women would argue
that, at a time when all of
women's rights are under at-
tack, it is wrong to organise a
national demonstration
around a Woman’s Right to
Work. What do you think
about this argument?

e e e TR L e

JUDY: In a situation where
women’s unemployment is rising
at twice the rate of men’s and

i e e e e e
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where women are being forced
back into the home and qut of the
workforce, it’s crucial that we
focus on this question, If women
can’t be economically indepen-
dent then there’s no way they can
gain any of their other rights. It’s
within this context that we have to
look at what's happening to
women within the family.

The Tory attacks on social ser-
vices which increase women's
workload al  home, the
ideological offensive they are
mounting  against  working
mothers and wives end up mean-
ing that women will not be allow-
ed to go out to work. They will be
forced into a situation where they
have no choice but to stay at
home,

It's this attempt to reassert
women's role as primarily mother
and wife which will have a pro-
found affect on every aspect of
women's rights and women’s
lives.

What do you think are the next
steps we should be taking to
build the festival nationally
and how can we ensure that
the original proposal for a
demonstration is also taken
up?

T n R e ST R SR

JUDY: The Labour Party/TUC
liaison committee will be meeting
soon to discuss the TUC backing
the call for a festival. We want as
many resolutions as possible
through Labour Party and trade
union bodies calling for there to
be a national demonstration as

F= ._'\.t T e

well, leading to the festival,
Already, regional acuvity is
being organised in support of the
slogan of a Woman’s Right to
Work. In Wales, the women’s
sub-committee of the Welsh TUC
has called a demonstration on In-
ternational Women’s Day. We
hope that people will try to get the
regional TUC's to orgamse
similar events so that we can build
up to a massive event next June,
The Action Committee is organis-
ing a Public Meeting on 9
December to launch the build up
for the demonstration and on 20
February there will be a national
organising conference. :
R N T R TR Y
Have you any ideas about
what people should be doing
locally now?
e T

ELLY: There are already a
number of local conferences be-
ing organised around the issue.
Hackney, Birmingham, Leeds,
Manchester and Newcastle are all
organising conferences around
women and unemployment. This
is one idea that could be taken up
everywhere,

Local mobilising committees
and planning groups with their
own set of local activities to build §
up to 5 June will be important.
We hope that the idea of focusing
a national event around a
Woman’s Right to Work will help
1o strengthen the existing struc-
tures and groups in the labour
and women's movements or
perhaps will help to get them §
where they don’t exist,
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Following the wave of media interestin
Tarig Ali's application to join the
Labour Party, Socialist Challenge ask-
ed Steve Potter, national secretary of
the International Marxist Group, for his
views on the controversy.

There are iwo major
issues rased by comrade
Tarig's actions. Let me say
that his resignation is not,
as the Morning Star report
of 19 Movember implied,
part of a sophisticated plot
by the IMC to infiltrate
the Labour Party, Tarig
resigned from the IMG to
jour the Labour: Party
azainst our advice.

The first question is
whether Marxists should
have a place wilhin the
Labour Party. Conslilu-
tionally there is no basis
whatsoever for the threats
af the Labour leadership
to exclude Tarig from the
party, He is not @ member
of T proscribed
G:ﬂan’batmn

WNor is there any party
rufe:specifying that former
members of revolutionary
organisations  should re-
cant their views, or stand
it the corner [0F a year
repeating ‘T must believe in
parliamentary democracy’
(as Meil Kinnock MP sug-
gested inoa letter to the
Guardign) before being
allowed to join the party.

Some Labour MPs
have demanded Tarig'sex-
chrsion “Detause  of ‘his
views on parliamentary
democracy. But never
before have Labour
members been obliced to
believe that parliamentary
activities glone could bring
about socialism.

Utopian

In facl one wonders
whether Tony Benn would
nead to be excluded from
the Labour Party on this
basis, as he has often
sl.lr.::sscd the nead 10 ‘com-
bine® activily ingide and
outside parliament.

Iromcally Tarig and
the IMG, almost alone on
the far left, Rave
polemicised against  the
notion that parliamenzary
activity was o principle

opportunist  or .diver-
SIONErY.

We supporl the
Labaur Party being

represented in parliament,
though itz representatives
should be fully accoun-
table to the parly, unlike at
present. . But for  us
parliamentary  activity is
not and never can be a
substiture for the struggles
of  working people,
without which all taik of
socialism is utopian,

We believe that
through the struggle for
socialism working people
will increasingly see the in-
adeguacy ofg parliament
for fighting for their in-
terests  and  defending
democratic rights. In that
siluation more democratic
institutions  will  emerge
thraugh which the mass of
working  people.  will
rcorganise society onoa
socialist basis,

Every Labour Party
member knows that sec-
tion of clause four of the

constitution  which s
reprinted on their
membership  card: ‘To

secure for the workers by
hand or by hrain the full
fruits of their industry and
the most equitahle

distribution thereof that
may be possible upon the
basiz - of the common
ownership of the means of
production; distribation
and exchange, and the best
obtainable system  of
popular adminisiration
and control of each in-
dustry or service.”

The IMG, and we arc
certain, Tang Ali, will
fight for clause 4 10 be im-
plemented. This is more
than can be said, I suspect,
for most of the Labour
leadership!

Exclude

The Labour leaders are
irving 1o change the rules
of the Labour Party in
order Lo exclude Tarig Ali;
If “they micceed, Tarig
won't he the only loser.
Such restrictions will be
used increasingly against
aqifthe lefr, and the Labour
Party as a whole will suf-
fer,

At the moment  the
IMUG, along with other lefi
organisations  like  the
Communist Party and:the
SWP, ! (neither! 6f whom
have vet defended Fang's
right to join the Labour
Party), is proscribed from
joining the Labonr Party.
We think this reactionary
rule should be repealed.

The réasons given for
this rule include the stan-
ding of candidates against
Labour, and the question
of international affilia-
tions. The first argument is
a classic ‘chicken and egg’
prablem  for  revolw-
tionaries.

There are supporters of

the newspaper Socialist
Challenge in the Labour
Party who would be
members of the IMG if 1t
'wur: not [or the bans and
proscriplions.

The IMG would like to
be able (o Oramse as cor-
reft within the Labour
Party and Lo-argue for our
programme, including as
the basis for Labour can-
didates. Such an open
discussion on policies can
only.  sirengthen  the
Labour Pary,

But we are exciuded
from the Labour Party
and are therefore unable
o influence its debates
over election manifestoes
and candidates. So we

Photo: GM CODKSON

Labour Party

evolutionaries and th

have T alter
native but’ to - consider
standing our own can-

didates in elecltions to pre-
sent our ideas to working
people. i

This is then used az a
hasis to justify our .con-
tinned exclusion from the
party, even though-on the
few occasions. where we
have stood  IMG can-
didates they have always
called for the election of a
Labour government .Or
council, and will continue
to do so as a class vote
against the Tores while
Labour remains the mass
party of the working class,

Tony Benn —
candidate for expulsion?

Tarig Ali 8t the racant ‘debate of the decade’ in Londa

The argument on inter-
national  affiliations s
even more absurd. From
the very ourset socialists
have organised on an in-
lernational basis 1o con-
front the international
capitalist system. This is
even more essential in the
ETa of imperialism,
multinationals; NATO
and the EEC,

The Labour Party
itself affiliated to the Se-
cond International for the
same reason, Itis therafore
inevitable that other trends
within the labour move-
ment wonld have interna-

T rhink thereis aslightly artificial division between
whal s called parliamentary politics and grassroons
Indusirial palitics, We must fgve both, ['ve never
befieved that change is triggered off al the fop.

Change always

begins  af  the hoirom

and

permieates through fo the fop,

“The voiesin the House af Commons indicates
what is gaing on, but they don 't aciually determine
tie way ssues develop. Insofar as the Lebour
Party has bacome an electoral organisation
through revisionist leadership. te that extent
it has failed its historic purpose.

‘The combination of industrial and community
activity gnd struggle with a process of persuasion
that leads fo o perliamentary majority s the
hiztarical method by which the lebour movement
has advanced in the past and the way in which it

has 1o do soin the fuiure.
interview with Socialist

Tony Benn,

Challengs, 25 September 1360,
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tional affiliations — the
early ‘Communist Party
with the Third Interna-

tronal, and the MG with
the Fourth International,
. None of these exclu-
SIONArY  arguments are
applied to the right wing
ingide the party, who
arganise: openly rhrnugh
MNATO-Ninanced organisa-
tions hke the Labour
Comimittee  for  Trans-
atlantic Understanding, or
who, like Frank Ficld MP,
call for deselected MPs to
stand against official
[.abhour candidartes,

Other right wingers,
like George Cunningham
MP for Islington South,

are . given  important
pacliamentary TS pOTI=
sibilities by the party
leadership, while they

openly a mit their pm-ﬂh[e
defectionr  to  the anti-

working  class  Social
Demacratic Party,
The - Labour - Party

claims to want to unite 1[4
those u%_!mng for Lhe in-
terests of working people.
If =0, uhy doss it not
welcome the MG, the CP
and the SWP into iis ranks
to strengthen the united
struggle  for socialism?
Why does it only let the
right wing organise inside
the party?

Michacl Fool and the
Labour leadership
:cpr:a[_l:dly appeal for par-
ty umty. The left should
reply by demanding anend
to witch hunts and exelu-
sions, and insisting hat
the Labour Party should
be opened up to all ge-
nuine currents of working
class opinion, both Marx:
ist and non-Marxist,

Party

That brings us on to
the second major issue
raised by Tarig’s resigna-
tion, the relationship bet-
ween 2 mass revolutionary
party and the future of the
Labhour party.

For us, the broad
character of the Labour
Party including both

Marxist and non-Marxist
currents will increasingly
come under strain as the
economic and political
crisis  develops. In that
sense the defections to the
Social Democratic Party
are just the beginning of a
Battle within the party bét-



ween those fighting [or the
interests of the working
class and the bureaucrats
who will ally with oppas-
ing class forces and par-
ties.

The current ‘breakin
;Ll_illge nj.ould‘hgl' Britis

itics is not com-
pared to the ]ike]l;}%mnml-
sions of sociely over the
coming years on the road
io socialism, The Labour
Party will not be immmune
1o these processes. Indeed
it is likely to undergo
massive splits and recom-
positions asit istorn by the
class struggle,

IMG

It could become an in-

strument for the most
bloody counter-
revolution, as occurred

with the German Social
Democratic Party after the
first world war, which
murdered Rosa Luxem-
burg and drowned the
German revolution in
blood. Or, if il was lo
break with its present
bureaucratic leadership, it
could be transformed

ond recognition into a

different type of party
fighting consistently for
the interests of the workers
in this country and inter-
nationally,
_ The road ta construc-
ting the mass revolu-
tionary party 1o lead the
masses 1o socialism may
take many paths. What is
certain is that the Labour
Party figures prominently
in all of them. But this
whole process will not oc-
cur spontancously.

e British ruling class
has 300 vears of experience
of parliamentary rule 1o
utilise against the working
ciass o keep Brirain an im-
perialist power, Socialists
will need to draw on all the
accumulated historical ex-
perience of the workers
movement, both in this
country and international-
Iy, to claborate a strategy
for socialism.

That is why the IMG
and the Fourth Interna-
tional insist on the need Lo
build a revolutionary parly
and international mow
within the current strug-
gles,

We have no illusions
that our small forces will
simply grow through in-

dividual recruitmeni into,

and proscriptions?

the futurc mass revolu-
tionary party and interna-
tional, What we do claim
is that our programme
conrains the basic
historical lessons of the
strugeles of the interna-
tional workers' movemenl
Lo date, In that sense we do
believe Lhat we are
nucleus for the future
TNass party.

Oin this point we havea
crucial different with com-
rade Tarig and with other
socialists who have either
left or never joined reviolu-
tionary socialist organisa-
tions. We believe that all
the . experience of the
workers' movement clear-
ly shows the need to build
a revolutionary organisa-
tion in order 1o fizht for a
revolutionary programme,

There is no evidence
that working people will
spontaneonsly be won 1o
revolutionary socialist
politics, Nor can ‘ralented’
individuals substitute for
the building of such a par-
tv. Countless historic op-
portunities for socialist ad-
vance have been losl
because of the lack of a
trained working  class
leadership capable of con-
sistently fighting for the

E T T

Wil Tony Benn defend the unity of the labour movement and opposa bans
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interests of working peo-
ple.

We will fight alongside
Labour Party militants in
the consistent defence of
working people in this
vi:nru ntry and internalional-
v

. In the course of this
strugele itwo things will
become clear: first, most
of the present leaders of
the labour movement will
vigorously oppose taking
Lhis struggle through 10 its

end; second, that those
who are serious about the
battle for socialism need to
orgamse now. This is a
burning practical necessi-
1

Y.

. The IMG believes that
it should have the right, as
4 genuine current of opi-
nion  within the labour
maovement, to be a current
within the Labour Party.
We see no contradiction
between this and building
a revolutionary party and
international,

Phaoto: VOICE OF THE UNIONS
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By Valerie Couftas and Graham

Toplay

BIRMINGHAM LABOUR LEFT,. a
grouping of rank and file
militants in the Labour Party,
threw out a move by Tribune sup-
porters last Tuesday to exclude
Sociglist Challenge and Socialist

Organiser supporters.

_ After a sharp debate — the first of its
Kind since BLL was sef up a yedr ago — a
resolution calling an membership of BLL
ro be based on ‘support for democratic
sociglist poficies, and the alternative
economic strategy and the constitytion
and programme of the Lobour Party’
was refected on the grounds that it was

divisive.

Parliamentary

D L R

e wratama i e e e i
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Defeated

Albert Bore, prospective parliamen-

S
',

fary candidaie for Ladywood, summed

up the feelings of many in the meeting
when e poinied out thar the resolution
was nothing bur a crude attempt 1o try
and exclude anyone from participating in
BLL who had any eriticisms of the AES.

He added that all comrades in the
room would have no difficulty in defen-

ding participation in hath parligmeniary
and exira-parliamentary activities, He

EUpport,

thought a lor of people in the Labour
Party at the present time were fighting to
make sure that the Labour Party im-
pPlemented socialist policies,

He was adomani that once BLL
staried hanning sociglists who were ge-
tive (n the Labour Party BLL would
become @ narrow grouping with liftle

activities not enough

MICHAEL FOOT has threatened to introduce a
new loyalty clause as a criterion for member-
ship of the Labour Party. Only those who con-

firm their

adherence

to ‘parliamentary

demacracy’ would be eligible to join.

Socialist Challenge has never attacked the
Labour Party for standing for Parliament. We
have always campaigned for a Labour govern-
ment. But we have no illusions that socialism
will come through parliamentary activity
alone. JOHN ROSS looks at the primary impor-
tance of extra-parliamentary activity in defen-
ding the interests of the working class.

The ruling class has never
hesitated to use means outside
parliament to defend its in-
terests. [ts higgest weapon has
been the courts and direct
sabotage by employers, When
mass trade unions developed
in'the 1890z, the courts chang-
ed-the law by the infamous
Taff Vale decision 1o fine
umons for strike action.

Under the last Tory
government the courts resur-
rected the ancient frame-up
charge of conspiracy to attack
Dres Warren and the right 1o
picket in the Shrewsbury caze.

Under the last Labour
government procedures on
union  recognition  and
picketing were thwarted by
the combination of ultra-right
wing em\Elu:.rers such as
Gear'ge fard, the Grun-
wick's bass, and totally ar-
bitrary ‘interpretation’ of the
law by judges,

When the courts have not
been sufficient to oppose a
government the capitalist
class has always turned to
more fundamental weapons.
In 1914, when Home Rule was
1o be granted to Ireland, the
Tory Party openly called for
armed resistance. The army
refused, in  the Cuorrag
mutiny, 1o implement the Act
of Parliament,

Army

Direct  disobedience to
elected governments 15 still
carriecd on by the armed
farces, When in 1974, for ex-
ample, the Protestant bigots
went on strike in the North of
Ireland, the Labour govern-
ment ordered the army (o
break the strike. The army of-
ficers - sabotaged the orders
and allowed the Lovalist
strike to win.

Even before it comes to
such  drastic  steps  the
capitalist class hay its own
means of economic sabotage
and resistance, Tn 1950-51 for
example, a Labour govern-
ment nationehsed the stecl m-
dusiry.

_ Theemployers were deter-
mined it would not happen.
They succeeded in effectively
blocking the nativnalisation
by refusing to hand over pro.
duction- plens and preventing
trained personnel cooperating
with the governmept.

It is absurd to belicve that
the capitalist class will obey
the law wherg its fundamental
mterests are threatened. No
group in society has ever sur-
rendered where it has the
MEEns 1o resisr.

The way that every single
basic right has been’ gained
has been through action and
opposition  outside  Parlin-
ment. Take for example the
very issue of the righis of
Parhiament itzelf. How were
these achieved?

It was certginly not
through a debate in the House
of Commeons. It was settled
through & Civil War between
the armies of Parliament and
those of the King. The rights
of Parliament were gained
through the armed defeat and
exccution of Charles [,

The reality is totally dif-
ferent, Parliament sicadfastly
refused to grant votes for
women., The first major at-
tempt to raise the issye in
Parliamen: was in 1866. Fifty
years later it was siill not
zranted. It never would have
been gained by a policy based
on apposition in the House of
Commons,

_Votezs for women were
gained by the tremendous
militant cempaign ourside
Parliament waged by the Suf-
fragette movement. Huge
drmnnsrmtmmi. rots, attacks
on properly, imprisonment,
mass breaking of the law,

‘These were the means by
which the basic right of
wamen to volte was achicved.

The *welfare state” set up
after 1945 15 also presented as
a trinmph of ‘Parliamentary
socialism®. But once again the
reality s totally ditfferent.

The Labour victory of
1945 was achieved through
fremendous  agitation and
preparation.

he working class was
already disgusted before the
war by the mass unemploy-
ment and pro-fascist policies
of politicians like
Chamberlain, A strike wave
began to develop. Huge sales
of zocialist pamphlets, and
creation of political organisa-
lion, took  place among
workers, women, the troops,
young people and every sec-

Iliufz_q!‘_l!?c_pgpuiatic_n.l 3
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The real reason the
welfare state was accepted
Eas expressed by Quintin

oge, now  To Lord
Chancellor, in I"HJ?I

‘If you do not give the
people social reform they are
E'umf e give you social
revofution” was his correct
wIEW,

It was fear of uncon-
trollable social strupggles if
there was any attempl o
return to the conditions of the
19305 that forced the ruling
class to accept the welfars
state. Parliament granted
what it was no longer in a
position o resist.

Nor can parliament be
relied upon  to  defend
waorkers' interests when they
come under attack from the
government or the courts, In
January and February 1972
the miners came oul on strike
against the Tory government,
An immense wave of ‘secon-
dary pickets® closed down the
power stations: 40,000 Birm-
ingham engineering workers
struck in solidarity; [1.000
joined the picket line to close
down Saltley coke depot. In
all this, innumerable acts
against the law and the
soveraignty  of  Parliament
look place.

Law

How things really are
decided was shown even more
clearly later in that summer of
1972. The duc process of
Parliament E:we the govern-
ment the right to put a stop to
pickets and trade union ac-
tions. The National Induserial
Relations Courts set up under
the Industrial Relations Act
duly decided to put the law in-
o cffect.

It ardered the imprison-
ment in Pentonvillg jail of five
dockers engaged in secondary
picketing.

The result was a gigantic
explosion, From the morning
of the arrests workérs began
1o move out on strike n
dozens of industries. Fleet
Street, car factorics, the
docks and construction sites
were closing down, Scared of
being overwhelmed by the
tide the TUC ordered a 24
hour general strike.

Amud this opposition the
sovereignly  of  Parliament
and the law collapsed like a
pricked balloon. Like a rabhit
out of 2 hat a totally unknown
flunkey called the Official
Solicitor was produced by the
government to - order the
release of the dockers.

Open defiance of the law,
huge mass actions lo defend
those doing it, achieved what
opposition . in  Parliament
never could. From then on the
backbone of the Industrial
Relations  Act had  heen
hraken,

L1
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By Penny Duggan

THE IRISH revolutionary socialist organisation
Peoples Democracy has joined the Fourth In-
ternational. Belfast councillor John McAnulty
told PD’s Dublin conference on 22 November.

‘Joining the Fourth International will put us
in the best position to strengthen the forces of
revolutionary Marxism in Ireland, and place us
in the internationalist tradition of James Con-

nolly.*

Peoples Democracy
became a household name
in 1969 during the civil
rights. struggles in the
Naorth of Ireland, In later
vears it evolved towards
revolutionary.  Marxism
and fused with the Move-
ment for a Socialist
Republic (Irish section of
the Fourth International)
in 1978,

In the last two years
Peoples Democracy has

layed a leading role in
uilding the anti H Block
campaign. It raised the H
Block izsue in last May's
local government elections
in Belfast and two of its
members.  were  elected
councillors.

Peoples  Democracy's
internationalist  outlook
was evident throughout its
conference. The evening
before conference it held a
rally on Poland with inter-
national speakers. And its
political perspectives were
clearly drawn from an in-
ternational context,

Growth

The reporter for the
Mational Commitiee ex-
plained that the situation
in Ireland was both an ex-
ample of imperializm’s of-
fensive against working
pecople  throughout the
world as well as its inabili-
ty to inflict serious defeats.

Indeed, while the huge
growth  of the anti-
imperialist movement in
Ireland last year arose
from a basically defensive
sirug elsewhere  the
wor ng class had ftself
taken the offensive: as in
the revolutions in Central
America, the Polish
events, and the election of
left governments in France
and Greece,

The conference took

place in the context not
only of an international
crisis but also a growing
political instability
throughout Ireland,
following the H Block pro-
tests over the last vear.

Unstable

This  instability _is
reflected in the precarious
nature of the Fine
Gael/Labour coalition
government in the South
of Ireland, which survives
on the support of the two
anti-Republican  socialist

MP= Kemmy
Sherlock. The gnucmment
could fall from office at
any ftime.

The crisis in the Morth
was highlighted by discus-
sion on Jan Paisley's pro-
posed  general  sirike
scheduled for the day after
PD's conference.

The conference charac-
tised the Anglo-Irish coun-
cil  initafive  as  *Sun

ningdale without reforms’
(Sunningdale was the 1974
so-called “power-sharing’
agreement). While dressed
up as a move towards Irish
unity its only real purpose
i5 to co-ordinate repres-
sion against the nationalist
community.

As the 1974 Unionist
general strike and  last
week's events showed,
Unionism  still has the
power to veto British
plans. Whether RBritain
will confront head-on the

he Bobby Sands funersl procession — the masses return to
thﬂ streets of Im.tand

I:.'!JL
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Ireland

political and  military
forces of Unionism re-
mains to be seen.

The Anglo-Irish talks
indicate that Britain is
looking to the Southern
governmenl a5 a3 new
ally. As the South becomes
increasingly integrated in-
to European imperialism
thrﬂu%h its membership of
the EEC, il scems a more
reliable ali:-' for Britain in
defeating the anti-
imperialist movement.

New

Undoubtedly Britain is
becoming desperate  to
find a aew solution in
Ireland and to share the
burden of defending im-
perialism's interests there.

The H Block campaign
demonstrated that despite
its small size Peoples
Democracy has a major in-
fluence within the anti-
imperialist movement.

Irish premier FitzGerald -
could be oustad at any

Cogzlisland anti-repression
conference in 1977 1o the
decision to contest the
local clections last May its
example has been rapldl_y
followed by
unperialist movement,
This conference show-

Decisions of PD

Fourth Internatlonal .

conference

Ta become the Irish section of the Fourth

International.

laboration

restraint

2  To fight for the unity of the anti-imperialist
movement around:
*Erits cut of Ireland, against London-Dublin col-

*Defence of democratic rights

*Against the *Berter Life for All' campaign and
trade union collaboration with imperialism

*For a fightback against job loss and wage

3 To argue for an anti-imperialist united front
to fight the bourgeois parties in the elections.

4 To make a major orientation towards youth,
to win vouth to PD,

5 To step up activity in the trades unions to
draw the links between the fight for national unity
and against austerity.

& To launch a major campaign to retain the
sugar beet plant in Tuam. This was established in
the 1950s to bring jobs Lo a depressed area. It is

threatened with closure by the government who

the broad-based

the anti-

By John Inige

ON 22 October the European
Court of Human Rights, in a
six year long case brought
against the British govern-
ment, found the faw which
bans all male homeosexual ac-
tivity in the North of Ireland
to contravene the Europesn
Convention of Human

Rights.

The court found that the law is
an  Cumjustified  interference into
privare {ife’, but would not go so for

as. 1o say that
discriminaiory.

T'o conform with this ruling, the
goverrment will al leger hove ro br-
mg the law inlo line with that in Bri-
{ain, where there s a (discrimi-
Ratory) age of consentof 21 for gay
men. However, to do this would an-
tagonise both Paisley, who led a

the law is

cd that PD is able to res-
pond to the new political
stage in Ireland and that it
will continue to lead the

claim the plant is not ‘economically viable’. The
plant workers and local farmers wha grow the beet
have united to campaign to save their livelihood.

gle. The Fourth

Tecruit.,

campaign  which  sropped  the
Labour government from changing
ithe law in 978, and the Dubiin
BOVErRMent,

The law in the South of Ireland s
the same as in the North, and the
Republic is also @ sfgnam;}- af the
Convention. Imperialism in Ireland
has created for gay people, in James
Connolly’s wards, ‘s carnival of
regetion, North and South’

Socialists in Britain should sup-
port this campaign, particularly in
ihe Labour Parry which has an ap-
palling record on this issue. To doso
5 nol in any way ro recognise the
right af Britain 1o rule in !ﬁe MNorth
af fredand,

It is rather 1o support the de-
miand of gays in the 6 Counties that
the British siale stops oppressing
them with this lgw, To remove this
luw from the arsenal of the British
state in Ireland would be g step for-
wiarid.

way in the national strug
Interna-
tional has won a valuable




bOEU spebialﬂcéﬁ

For a communications
industry union

By Colin Talbot {(Westminster Branch
delegate — personal capacity)

"THIS conference w: s a bloody shambles. The
top table want their heads examining.” That
was the reaction of one right-wing, pro-
executive delegate as the Post Office Engineer-

ing Union Special
Blackpool.

The conference - had
been called to discuss a
propesal from the Na-
ttonal Exescutive Council
that the Post Office
engineeringunion join in a
federal union with the
Society of Post Office Ex-
cculives (SPOE) and the
Civil and Public Servants
Association Posts  and
Telecommunications
(P&T) Group,

Unity

In the end the con-
ference rejected™both the
MEC's proposed  federa-
tion and a left supported
proposal for an industrial,
rank and file union em-
bracing the POELI, CPSA
P&T (Group and the 1Inion
o i Communication
Workels (W), A clear
maiority of delégates were
i favour of trade union
unity, but were divided on
the way to achieve 1t and
who it should include.

The first defeat for the
MNEC's proposal came
when conference threw
out any idea of uniting
with SPOE. Delegares
rightly stressed that SPOE
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Conference ended in

i5 not a proper trade union
but an association. of
managers, [t would be a
trojan horse for any united
union | as- it . currently
stands.

Conference then car-
ried amendments o the
NEC's proposal caying
that the UCW should be
included inzstead of SPOE
and that any federal union
should be seen as the *first
step to anndustral union
spanning the Post Office
and British Telecom.”

This was undoubtedly
a massive victory for the
left. The NEC had argued
all along for a union based
mainly in British Telecom,
one half of the new split
Post Office. Their federa-
tion would have had only

10,000 members o the

Fost Office, out of over
210,000 in total. The left in
the POEW has apposed the
split in the Post Office and
opposes carrying that split
irtfo the ranks of the trade
unions, We want a com-
munications industry
PRon,

The left then went on
to arﬁ_ue for J'Efl:l:lcln of
the final package.
federal structure was far

..... e e R

too bureaucratic and top
heavy.

The final, amenoed
federal union ‘?ru osal
was defeated by 3 .4é]5 for
to 71,526 against.

Conference then mov-
ed on to discuss the left’s
proposal, backed by 17
branches, for a single
amalgamated union with
the UCW and CPSA P&T
Group, ~ Phil Holt,
secretary of Liverpool In-
ternal Branch, moving the
mation, pointed out that
the LICW conference had
already adopted the same
policy earlier this vear,

A single, rank and file

industrial’ union  would
orgamisc  over 400,000
members in  Posts and

Telecoms, it would be a
tremendous weapon in the
fight against the effects of
new  technology and the
Tories’  Telecommunica-
tons Act.

Attack

~ General lreasurer,

Trade“ Union
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Coventry NUPE strike
at critical stage

By Maureen Shevlin

THE Coventry public
employees union,
NUPE, which is in its
fourth week of strike
action against cuts,
reached a critical stage
as talks with the local
Labour Council ended
27 November with very
|1tdtle agreement reach-
a

The council is deter-
mingd to continue with
its programme of cuts
in wages and conditions
which it claims was
sanctioned by a refaren-
dum in August.

The proposal from
the transport waorkers

union for a Day of Strike
Acticn to be held on
Thursday 2 December
has been supported by
the local branch of the

Mational Union of
Teachers but other
teachars’ unions and
the local government

workers' union, NALGO
has rejacted this
Course.

It is feared that
unien officials may use
this lack of support as
an excuse to backtrack
on the Day of Action.
Support fo NUPE strikers
hardship fund cfo Jo Litle,
NUPE" aoffice, Southffelds
School, Egst Sireer, Coven-
iry.

e e e e e

on the proposal and plead-
ed with conference to re-
ject it so that the NEC

could go away and think

David Norman lannehed o —agamn:

red-baiting attack on the
proposal, saving it had as
much support  as the
policies of the SWP and
the IMG. It was ‘revolu-
tionary’. A more sober
delegate pointed out that
he wasn't aware that the
UCW had been taken over
by the IMG.

In the end, general
secretary, Bryan Stanley,
launched & massive attack

[ S 2
Will communications unions unite in action against privatisa tion?

defeated, gaining 41,964
voles for to 87, 100 againsi,

Conference- was  split
down  the middle hy Et}he
NEC’s intransigent
defence of their ‘own
burcaucratic scheme and
their refusal to
counienance - any - aiter-
naiive. In the end, they
called on the worst elitist
prejudices of the delepates
1o defeal the propasal for

an industrial union and it
must be said that they suc-
ceeded.

But there is 4 majority

e for-chanreand the tHreat

of modernisation and the
Tories” atracks urgently
press the need to turn that
majority into action.

. The POEU Broad Left
15 now planning to contact
the broad lefts in both the
CPSA P&T Group and
UCW to look at wavs 1o
fight far real unity and for
the fightback against the
hiving-off proposals of the
Taries' Telecom Act.
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Eaifworkers at Paddington greet Johs Express

Not the age of
the train

By Hazel Macpherson

THE nationalised rail industry has
always provided a cheap subsidised
service for private industry. The hiv-
ing off of profitable sectors to private
interest is therefore a logical next
step.

British Transport Hotels, Sealink and
freight services all are up for grabs. The 1981
Transport Act enahles the British Rail Board 1o
turn its subsidiaries into private companies and
tosell shares in them subject to approval of the
Ministry of Transport. It also allows the
Ministry to instruct the BRB to transfer any
assers 1o a named subsidiary and then sell i,

Finally it sets up a company called the ‘Har-
bour Company® consisting of all harbour in-
stallations controlled by Sealink and BHR
Hovercraft. This is a «definite statement of in-
tent that Sealink and Hovercraft will be sold off
and that plans to do this are already in an ad-
vanced stage,

The Tories have no inlerest i maintaining a
public service, nor in protecting a source of
reveriue for the state, Long-term investment
has been static for the last five vears at £330m.

BR has a lower level of investment per train
kilometre than in any country in Europe. 98 per
cent of diesel and 60 per cent of electrics in BR's
fleet of 10,000 are over 15 years old. Just to
replace them means an increase in investment
of 30 per cent in the next ten vears. This is not
happening.

The entire fleet of shunting locomotives was
built between 1948-56, and nothing has been
added since. Replacement programmes are
constantly being postponed, and  locos
withdrawn for ‘cannibalisation’.

In 1978-7% there were too few locos to cope
with the programme numbers of traing
resulting in widespread cancellations. The
shortage of replacement rails means speed
restrictions and 3,000 miles of track will have to
be closed by 1990 for safety reasons unless there
i a radical change of policy.

Only 16 locos were built in 1979, the vear in
which £10-15m of profitable freight traffic had
to be turned away because of lack of rolling
stock. In August 1980, BEB announced the
closure of 54 freight yards by 1982,

The electrification programme has besn
slowed down, and passenger fares raised by 19
per cent since September 1980; 40 passenger
lines are threatened with closure to save minute
amounts, while investment in rolling stock and
increased electrification, which would lead to a
Er_-flﬂtn:r return on capital, remains at a stand-
shall.

Bath the Tories and the BRB have one aim
in mind: the selling off of all the profit-making
sections of the rail industry to their friends in
private ownership, and the deliberate and cold-
biooded running down of the ‘service’ that is
left,

They will pursue this policy regardless of the
effects it will have on railworkers® lives and in-
deed on the lives of the thousands of railway
users, It is the destruction of a service in the
name of profit.
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THE LAST words George Cunningham wrote

as a Labour MP were:
‘I want to

pay tribute to Michael Foot,

whose respect for the force of rational argu-
ment and whose toleration of dissent | have
particular cause to appreciate, and whose deep
personal committment to true parliamentary
democracy should be appreciated by us all,”

Having <aid this, Cun-
ningham “then left the
Labour Party, and on
Monday declared himself
0 be an ‘independent
Labour' MP.

Genrge Cunn ﬁrgh am

The departure of
George Cunningham is in-
structive. It came a wesk
after he had hesn re-
selected as MP for South
Islington; a couple of days
after Neil Kinnock, one of

Foot’s  closest  political
allies, ‘had said that Tarig
Al should be excluded
from 1he Labour Party;
and the day afier Foor was
reported (o0 be backing a
witch-hunt of left wingers
in the party.

None of which per.
suaded  Cunningham o
slay in th® Labour Party.
The lesson of that is that
no matter how many con-
cessions are made to the
Cunninghams  of  this
world they will  remain

* determined to wreck the

Labour Party,

Even witch-hunts wiil
not satisfy those who have
turned their back on the
labour movement. And
that is one, very practical
reason why  witch-hunts
should be opposed.

There is another prac-
tical reason. That was evi-
dent in the result of the
Crosby by-election. The
SDP victory made it abun-
dantly obvious that the
Labour Party should now
direct its fire on the turn-
coats and careerists who
make up the SDP,

Instead, the main
discussion taking place in
the leadership of the

THIS IS AN

patliamentary party, in the
media, and among some
people on the national ex-
eculive of the party, is how
ta witch-hunt the Teft.

But apart from these

practical ~ objections 10
witch-hunting there is a
more  fundamental and
political reason tu oppose
such operations.

This concerns the right
of - all currents in the
Lahour Party to argue for
and organise around their

ideas. This democratic
principle  should apply
alike to the right-wing

Solidarity groap, the lefi-
wing Aftlitant, the ‘sofi-
left” Tribune, orthose who
supported the Benn cam-
paign for deputy-leader,

If Michael Foor in-
lends 1o attack this princi-
ple then it is not surprising
that he is pamd elopuent
tributes from George Cun-
ningharmn. But for those
who' prefer 1o mn-the
Labour Party and fight for
their “ideas, then Foot's
‘loleration “of dissent’ is
becoming a sick joke. It is
toleration of dissent from
]thc right, but not from the
eft.

This is a recipe for
disaster. For, if Foot is
successiul in his new role
of  witchfinder neral
then he will find Rimself
leading an army which is
80 reduced in iis ranks and
s0 bitterly divided that the
only future it would have
would be the prospect of
defeat,
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Laurence Scott

Save jobs, black Mining Supplies

N e

By Tessa van Gelderen

LAURENCE SCOTT strikers have intensified the strug-
gle over the last three weeks. They have picketed Min-
ing Supplies, Laurence Scott's parent company in
Doncaster, and have stepped up the campaign to get

Mining Supplies blacked

Some 38 pits and
workshops in the Yorkshire,
Derbyshire and Not-
tinghamshire arsas of the
Mational Union of
Mineworkers are refu sing to
handle Mining Supplies pro-
ducts. Such success flies in
the face of the MNational
Committee of the enginear-
ing unien’s refusal to renew
official support and
reinstate dispute benefit.

The strike committee's
answaer to that decision is to
continue the picket at Don-
caster and step up blacking.

Laurence Scott hoss
himself has appealed to the
miners that 5,000 jobs are in
danger of being lost 'within
days’ if they black the com-
pany, such has been the im-
pact of the blacking cam-
paign so far.

bviously the strikers

are disappointed with the
decision of the Mational
Committee. They are par-
ticularly concerned bacayse
many mermbers of that com-
mittee could soon find
themselves in a Laurence
Scott situation — fighting
for their jobs.

It is the Laurence Scott

workers who have baen in

the forefront of the fight far
jobs for the last eight mon-

ths. They have had to con-
tend with their boss, Arthur
Snipe, the police and the
AUEW leadership.

Last Monday's mass
picket turned back lorries
delivering  vital supplies.
Earlier, British  Oxygen
workers had scabbed on the
strike by dﬂvin_g across the
picket lines with essantisl
gases. They had bean per-
suaded to do so under thraat
of loss of contract on the
part of Mining Supplies.

They and ather workers
have to be persuaded that
the reverse is the case: the
best way of keeping jobs is
to support those in the front
line of struggla.

As miners from nearby
Rossington Colliery who
joined the picket last Man-
day said to  Socialist
Challenge: ‘"We've come to
picket because we're trade
unionists. Your own cons.
cience should tell you 1o
come down. More pickets
are needed, York=hire
miners should be giving
Mass support.”

It will be the blacking of
Mining Supplies that is the
key to this dispute. Arthur
Scargill, unfortunately, has
had little 10 say an the mat
ter uptil now. Yet, as the

Rossington miners pointad
out ‘there should have bean
a complete hlackinp by the
NUM a month ago.

At Scnr{ll's last mass
meeting in his presidential
campaign in Sheffield last
Saturday, Tony Benn called
for the miners to give full
backing to Laurence Scort
and Staffa. Scargill seemad
to ba at at a loss for words
on the subject.

Laurence Scott may
seem to be a small dispute
but its cutcome can have
important conseguences for
all trade unionists. ‘There iz
a graat tradition in the NUM
for supporting struggles like
Hadfields in tha steel strike
and Grunwicks,” said one
Rossington miner on the
picket.

That tradition has to con-
tine. The NUM and all trade
unionists have to give full
Support to Laurence Scott.
Black all Mining Supplies
products! Come to the mass
pickat next Monday 7
December. Arthur Snipe is
down on his kneas. Let's
fil?ish him off once and for
all.

Mass  picker Mornday 7
December, Mining  Supplies,
Carr Hill . Industrial Exlaie,
Doncaster. Off 4630, Staris
6. 30am, onations ang
messages of support to Sirike
Headgquarters, 20 Roundcroft.
Roriley, Cheshire,




