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COMING SOON IF WE
DON'T FIGHT BACK

* A Callaghan/Thatcher joint production
* Special Effects: Martin Webster
Guest appearance Enoch Powell .

‘White Horror, never before seen on the

screen’
* Pass Laws

* Deportations
* Divided Families
‘The most obscene film ever made’
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EDITORIAL

Socislisl Challenge, 328/ 8 UpperSireat, London N1,
Editoriad 01-355 818000, Distribulbonand
Acvertising 01-358 8371,

Garscadden

THE GARSCADDEN by-aleciicn has become an
imporiant arana for politicai debats and discussions on
B numbar of guestions.

Abaftion and the demooratic righis of #omean is one
izsue, Devolution ard the righi of the Scotlish pecpde ta
self-dedermination is angther, Owvershadowing both of
those ia Labour's safry palitical and aconomic recard

Wa heva been backing the Socladkst Woskess Party
candidate, Peter Porteous, He offers the only sacialkst
aliemative. Ourf supporters have besn  actively
canvessing and wark|ng for him,

But we musi comment on Poriepes’ wiong positions
on the Soottish Assembly and devalution. in an

intar¢lew on page 3 he says that seclalists should vale
‘Mo o an assembily, and fight sgainst divisions In the
He I alss for woting Mo’ in the

working class,
rad eran @i,

A press statamant (ssued by the 8WP an 31 March
staims quite bakdly Uhed:

N working people are to controd their own lves, and
abolish scarclty and wani, then they ars going to have 1o
throw ol thedr mastars, swwhaterar Ihelr secent, whalevar
ihelr country of origin. To do thal, warkers an Clydesida
nsad mat only thalr brothers end sislers in Birmingham,
Livarpoal, Shatfleld amd London, bui mens increasingly
thadr brothers snd sisters ol Turin, Madrid, Liskbon amnd
Santiago,

‘A parilamant in Edinburgh will not help us one inch of
the way to treedom. Il will be as big & sham as the ona
ot Wasiminsler on which it Is moded|ad,’

Wa also stand for the wnity of the injarmational
working class, Wa could add a lew other cities 1o the
lkst: Salisbury, Fretaria, Tokyo, Rilo de Janelra.

But the essance of & Leninist patitical ictervention is
o grasp the vital next stap. This s lecking from Paier
Porfeous’ commants on devaeluticn, They have such an
abstrach propagendist ring o tham thal ona could ba
lorgivan lor believing thal they emanated from the
headguariers of the Soclalist FParty of Groat Britain
radfer than the SWP.

A simitar argument could be used on abortion. 'Wae
coubd say thai we are for abolishing the family undar
commutlam. S0 why all this nonsense abad! ‘Froo
abortion on famand?

It we kad fo choose befwesn a ‘first pest Tha post’
electoral system and proportional representation we
could argis that both were bourgeols and iherefors
irrelevant to workers. Such an allitude would slas
exclude ralsing radical demacratic demands such as
abolition of the monarchy ard House of Lords, and the
cafl for an annual garlisment.

Suraly the way lorward is fo vole ves' in the
raferendum and o raise demands which give real
powers to tha Scottish Assambly, thus weakening the
British siate, Or is ihe Glasgow SWP golng to line up
with the uwltra-chawsinisl  Tories 8nd  reactionary
spclal-damocrals to prasarve British soversignly® We
hope that this disastrous pasition will be reversed,

Instead call for a Scottish assambly with full powears,
electad on & basis of proportional representation and
fight for demands that should be browght befora i1 at 11s
first mesiting. That is not only comact, bul ia the only
wiy in which the Scottiah Mathonalisds can be politicasy
defnatod

Margaret and Roddy

THE HYSTERIA surrounding the Margarat and Roddy
saga has reachad absund proporions. We are for the
abelitlon of the manarchy, the House of Lords and adl
alse felated to B, But tha hypocrsy sureunding this
matter should not go unchallanged.

First if it had been & 47 year-pld Pringe Ghares or
soane Duhkse who had a relationahig with & warman many
yeRrs younges, we would have had an orgy of mala
chauviniat triuvmphalism. “Thera's lifa in ine-old dag yat’
typa of ramarks would have swept the ‘populer prass,
The double-standards of the Brilish establishmant
know ng bounds,

Second! Margared doss not hava the right 1o be a
Princess and llva off the tax-payars money, but nor does
iha Luean or Philip or the whole kot of them. But aha
does hawe the right to liva with whamevar he shoosas.
Maithar (he Church nor Buckingham Palace nor Flasd
Streéel should be allpwad tooinflict 1the Rypoaridical
double-standards of British sociely on her.

Third: newspapers like tha Ihlil: Express and Sun
devote acreage of space Lo this whole alfai-. The sama
papars back racism, corporal punishment, SPUG. &
They alaim that Margarel Is sediing 8 'bad axample’ to
the ‘nation’. OF courses we knaw that their dally dose of
reciam and sexism is setting a good exampla. Light

M you sgres whh thess principles snd wanl o bs
Involved in activities by Socialisl Chalmge supporters
In your sres, Al In the lorm below and send I to us:

| am initwrested In more Informalion sbout sctivifes In
Y BFEA.

| would like sddilional lieralure and snclose 500 1o
Covarconts,

[Dhalirta 1l not spplicable)

NAME ...

SGand to Socielist Challenge, 328/ 9 Upper 5t, London M1.
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Tory proposals, Bidwell's
coirespondence, fascists inunions

IT BECOMES
every day that race is
going to be an importan
issue @l the next peneral
election. DAVID JONES

dizsersses three  issues
which dominaied lasi
week's news,

THE TORY PROPOSALS

Jusr as Tory stmdents at the
MLUS conlerence were refusing
o abcepl thal Thatcher and
Whitelaw were rucists the Tory
leaders were upping the mgis
siakes. William Whitelaw, the
man wno 15 suppased W0 bhe
libezal® on race, defiversd Lthe
Tory proposals o cheering
Tories in Lelcester.

They were not the anly ones
who chesred. Ledeester @5 a
Mational  Frooo atronglold.
Lowd cheering was reposied In
the guiters and sewers of the
ui:}' as well. The MNazs were
wiry happy.

Whitelaw's proposals struck
several hard  Blows  against
black people in this country. 1
the Tories are elecied they will;
{al provent  parents, graod
parenis and children over 18
from joining thelr famdlies in
this country; b)) s up a
ompielsory  register of wives
@iyl ¢hilkdren  wnder
wimien will not have the righs
Lo ipdarry men who live ousside
Britain unless they legyve this
country; [d) ‘lemparary”
visitors will not be allowed o
sLay; (2] no more amnestics for
“llegal immigranis’; () pass
laws 12 e nstituted nteroaily
Lo check immigrands and {(g) to
encENTIZE ‘voluntary repnsria-
than".

TRICKLE

These indicate the desperate
lengths to which the Tories are
prepared logo towin vodes, We
atteas the becanse, apart fraom
the ‘pase laws’, the Labour
Covernmeni  bas  already

reduced Black linmigration to a
timy trickle,

clearer |

16; i) |

‘s a At like a ﬂfrhfegu
& harms pegple ik fot property. ™

The Tories koow this, b
they feel that they can pain
pomelar support by demago-

wically . oplflanking  Labour,
Syd Bidwell notwithsoanding,
CYNICAL

The cynical aspect of this
that they @re quite prepared to
tolecate growing harassment of

black people by racist thoms, |

Thar s tlse net resull of Tory
podicies

If you want to encourage
‘voluntary' repatriaftion  then
mnke life hell for ‘them' here.
The ume is surely ripe for
Enoch Powell 10 redurs o the

'\ Conservalive Parie!

BID'WELL S LETTER

as Saturday the Labour &
for Somihall and chief defender
of the - Select  Commities
proposals on immigration, Mr
. Bidwell, penned a letter o
The Gudrdian.

This  onefime  socialis

wrole;

‘It has always besn worth &
try to-take coloured immigra-
tiom out of the cockpit of
Iwo-party conflict o the
interests of recs relations, I
during - the  next General
Electia, il appearsthat n Tory
Crovernomenl would be mone
realistic on this sue than o
Labwwr Cloversment, I think at
this rime it could be a majol

matier lesding o Labour
defeal.”
‘REALISTIC’

Just listen o this lanpuagpe.
The Tories wre ‘'more realistic’
are they Sydney?

The word 'realistic’ has
dlways been used to describe
I’l:l'u'rl.'!.rh racist utleranoss. The

lagle la clear.
Whar is Bidwell dokng in the
|- Labour  Party? How  long
before he joins the ‘mors’

realistic’ pariy?

W repeat: Southall Lahoor
Party ehowld ool oot this man,
He s a0 ortee disgrace,

Thepolitics of racism

FASCISTS AMD UNIONS

Tlso national press has tlked
A great deal about the indguity
of unions bootug out Esciss,
The same powspapers Sup
ported. the ban imposed on
Communists helding office a
the hetght of the cold war, even
in umians like che Transport
aind General Workers Union,

Thess liypaceites justify hans
of the [eft, bul altack unions
Tor being ‘undemocratic® when
itis & guestion of (asciars,

Socialisrs should support the
han on fascisds holdiog offio: in
lhe onicns, The renscns acs
simphe,

They cinnot represent all

| the members in their union.

They want 15 repacriats black
wniormists and they are hostile 1o
Jews,

U the question of hooding
o all MNF oembers  From
uniens, we belisve that it is besi
to-bink: this. fo  practical
nciivities,

We are im favour  al
disciplinary action against any
union member {regacdlesa ol
whether hesshe is formally a
MF iember) who discriminpres
aon the Bass of cresd or e,
The same applies w0 physical
haraszment and arracks.

CODE

Instead of demanding che
expulzsion of all NF memhers,
we should institoie a code of
conduct in every irede uion,
The Mational Unpion af
Railwawmen has alrandy done
this, making rcisl acrivily a
disciplinary oilence,

This woild both be more
effective (alfter all Fescisis conld
formally leave the KF 1o slay in
a uman) and. mone educstive
for the reso of the union,

A simple xelusion, if NF
imembership  were  proved,
would ned wark and even Ui
did v cowld he connter-prodc-

| ve, switching the debabe (o

one on democrEcy rather than
recism and fascizim.

ALL OVER ithe coonry
macialist Unily cumpaigns ane
moying inie top gear for the 4
May local eleciinm.

i BIEMINGHAM  ihe
Sonday Merowrs bast meek led
it i8 election coyerage o0 the
Sockallst  Lndly  campaign.
Birmingham candidaies are:
Saliley — Chris Adamson, Tull
time MUFE olificial  and
Lomghridge  Labowr Party
cundidule wt the cliy sonncil
eleclions xix yenrs ngo, Small
Heath — Lawde White, whao
has fwsi resipned a8 ward

sgeretary of Selly (hak Lolsr
Pariy.

All Salnts — Billie Campbell,
former Commundst Party ward

candidate and NUPE bramsch |

sevrelary al Al Saimis ospical,
Sdvhiar — Rughib Ahsan, Hover

shop stewwrd pnd S0
Ladywoid hy=election candi-
date. Sparkbroak -~ Pl

Hickey, Hover shop sicwsrd

and I memmber. Sparkhlll — | 5S4

Amirkable HKham
militani and 1 et eer.
Mddesion —  Christoploer
Futemas — Rirminpham A e

TCWL

MNLS gemeral secredary, cdifor
Brum 5udent. The compalgn
hendguarters is ul Thh Migheth,
K21 -fd 3 920D,

In HEADFOYRD) ibe mioni-
Festtr Tor camdiulale Roechen
Crddlsery is alrendy prinded,
The campaign, which is bucked
by ome of the two lacal Inmkien
Workers Associalions, cun be
conlacted ar 145 Amberdly

Tl
n  LOMNDON  foo  ihe
manlfesios are rolling off the
presses,  SUT is  stendiog
cundidaics [ Sphialflebds.

and ‘telemling wrik sl

% meant Ihf goaser of ihe caplisisi

st grauple

& wile rangy al

he ihnssssds oif e nrers sagaped in

arguncation slivald be ased an il P

anrlersidething thad:

i sl el lie infisieels siare

d will oller Tall sagpor

o dll ik p Nighimg o ssoaksdl demacracy.

where L ran @ by-eleclionm
campakgm last vear, Depiford,
Hammersmith, and Fsingion:

The slx Eslington candidaies
gl & hig boost by wisnlng e
support of [slington - Gurrer
Fress, o hiecal poper with J(MHD
circuladinm.

More nens mesd week, Kerp
us posted om how woaur el
campEign i going. Send s

oopis of  wvour  eeetion
lileratare amd newe of  ihe
campaien,

*Turmeo papes Sand¥ for oore
Socialist Unity pews.

r Ihr prec
rh pEne can maky e huill by
il
4 Bisey bt om o
wa Al righl oo




Garscadden by-election

‘We’re out to win people to

the SWP

PETER PORTEOQUS is the candidate of the Socinlist

Workers Parly contesting the Garsgadden seat in 1he

currenl by-election n Glazgow. PAT KANE, Socialist
Challenge supporier from Glasgow and an activisl in
ibe Socialist Unity campaign. guestions Porieous
pbout the SW's orientation 1o the Communisi Pariy
ps well as Qs views on a Scollish  Assembly.

sSocialist Unity is actively supporting Porfeous while

pulling ouni ils

PETER PORTEQUS

R e
What I impeortani shieil ihe
ey =elevtion comipaipn?

The imporian! thipg we are
Irying o gel 4 ol the
CRIMpalED i Lo wigieeple 1o L
Socialist. Workels™ Pany, (o

pain membership, and 0 win
people toocampaigns of e
SWEF as well as o the peneral
fight for sacialism

We want 1o show people
there is a fight, and 1o gash in
on (ke disiflusionment  chat
exiske, We'lre oul fo win The
reopde who are sick of this
rollen syslem

Hiw da vom view {he
Ciommunisi Puriy's campalgn?

The CP are tail-ending L
left wing of the Labowr Pary,
fts election materind says thal
Rammy Barr, the TP candi-

date, @ a locul man and he
“kivvws the situation’, But it's
il Lhat ooumiiy it’s the
higlst For socialism. The P
cRnpaipn s just 1o “pive
Sammy Barr ca  chance',

Miliwanes noed  amimunition
ro fighe ol the time, ol juest in
this be-glecelon, bur m then
workplaces, tenanis”  assocea-
tiams, and in the Right 1o Work
Campaign,

Wihial abaeil the Tedler vour
party  wrole (o lhe Scollish
Comimbites af Il [
(reprimiedd  jn 13 March,

Socialist Challespe)?

We belbeve there are militants
— soaalisls — in the CF wou
can work with. With the CP as
a whobe, there are arcas where
oUf  opanisations can work
lezcther. We canday we want a
Jsint campaipn  apainst

nwn

: ey -l-l'i"""gl

wn- | padden yoo shookd vode Tor ihe

cam pnigu] ng maierial,

EmprvImedit

Ok the redundancies tn the
shipvards, for cxample, we
woild beahls (0 sponsor a (ol
cEmprign that would belg right
nira’, There are ways we
wiork  topether. This  would
hewp o smash e sy sleim.

1M vieid ihank thot ibe P ks
g socklisi sliernalive in ke
Lohawr Farry?

Mgy, | see the SWP as an
allernadrve. | think there are
various CF members whio —
bocaiese ol the particular naiore
ol the CP will always
latl-=ened the kel o the Labouor
Party, They sce themselves as
s0me 00T ol BEurocommunisls,
like the lalian CP.

What we are sayiog is: if
that s the situation, then okay,
we've pot differences. Bul that

shouldn't wop s workmng
togerher,
== . - TS

Tho ol thiik in ibe elecioral
aremy the SW P campel the same
soert ol mmily with the CP a5 you
cun ged im i Faciory?

[ ihink that in elections vou
shiold generaliy SEINLE W AT CPAT)
podivies. Yoo slowld say 'We
are the SWEF and we inedn this',
Wedan't believe in parclament,
bl Lhe elections are a - pood
plEce to pad Forward vour own
polecies

It wonale be sifly 1o say there
AEC 1 difTerences belween the
CF and the SWP,
should paper them over if thesy
exist. Whal we say is {hers are
certain areas af work whers we
conld CHIMpRLiEn logerher.

Do vouw ihink thod if the SWF
werel’l slamding in  Gars-
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ot that we |

P

= = =S

Well...l think we would be
calling fora voie for the lefi of
I absciar Bt there are
rarrgscular circummstrnees where
we would all for & voie
fot the Labowur candhdoie in a
piriamentary electson.

Ciaven thal Donald Dewar,
the  Labour  candidaie = in
LEETE T G [ +1 such ]
right-wing shil, we wonldn's
suppart him if the SWE was no
comniesting the elaction.

There may he 0 gemerul
election this year. The OF will
he stamding aguite o Iol of
ranifidstes. Do yom think yom
showld wde Tor the CFY
B R R L] S e )

1ahbnk v will be wp oo sacl
I.'lilrlil."‘:l Ar -arce.  In goneral,
our partboular siraiegy B [0
woke 1o the left ol Laboir”™. Biat
I'would say that there are going
o e panticular circumstances
where that 's nod going to be the

case,
T R e T
In yomr press relesse yon say

ELECTION posisrs pubhished by the Socialist Waorkérs Party for [1s Garscadden election campaign.

to soclahsm’

thal the Axsernbly wepn'l solve
amy probibems. for e Soettish
| warkers. Can i exphavn 1hal §

| Bictle miore?

The Assembly 5 par there 1o
Ly boslave of T the Mafinnalists,
ard mehiomalism, Wesee thin as
e e ather than mciies
Bring albout a
Workitpclass.

I belicve thar people shonld
wirbe ndx o gn Asscmbly, and
fight apminst divisions - the
wirking class. As far as 1'n
concerned  peapls dn tlwe
faclories, peopls in Yarcows,

dhivivion in the

aren’l  miking about  devo-
lulion, They are mot saying that
this i« a hig major thing.

What they are lalking aboul
is the nalioabisl arguments.
I's very casy [0 smash the
mafronabis argwinent when vou
are workug inoa place liks
Yarcows. It is pan of the
inierpational shipbuilding in
dusiry. 1% easy to smash the
wrgament in Chrydler as well.

Where we've got members,
'y easy 10 hammer down the
nationalisi- arguments begause

it's Class
nnt Bollltr

50|

they. lead o
OTEINR ¢lass,
"-"-"I'.il' we are standiag Tor s

wpriis n

the wiew rhat people who we
wirdl [0 link up with are The
working *cles in Newcastle

Manchester, Liverpool, That's
B 1o talk mhoul devalaiion

A doL ol people are sesing the
issiig a5 choctosal capitel, o
Al woles, 1o me alts just
leing o fhe working class.

I
l”‘
T

Hon da  yeu the

reTereminm yole?

St

Well 1 think thar thers should
he a oo vols, Bor [edon't think
thar ii's gl thil imporiant,

Ui yo see dihe Fight apalmsi
the Scoilish Natlomallst Party
wolely im terms of dhe Bighi
ingidie of the Tectorics? Whai
effect do ven think  the
Assembly will have™

(Inece there is an Assembly
then all the arguments ol the
SNE wall be proven Tdlse. The
particolar crisis that we are in
will not e solved no matee
what sorf of ‘buesadcratic

PORTEOUS/SWF

[l "|||H'r:|' is par wp, of wlal
st ol hlrrmucral:!.' is et ap,
wheiher §i"s from Edinburgh o
Mancheser or London. Any-
thirg ar  all #5 wseless.

Fhere is oever going (o he
cnoueh money o go arowmd
because this  syilem  cannol
afford to give the wimking clasy
what they need, We should be
campaigning for socialism, mol
n new Assembly

Since e Axsembly & going
fo e sel op snyway, do you

think thut the SWPF showakd
slaml cadidules in the assembly
elections?

i LSS E S Pl 2 s S |
To be honest, pot really, 'We

don't stand in mumicipal clec-
tions becanse we see them
Ak & nonscise and we dom'i
befieve in e parbamwemary
sesiem. Bur we can ise the
pariinmentary limelight 10 el
war idess acrmss o0 @ hoge
amuounl uf people.

Clur line for the Aszemibly
eloctsong would be the smme as
for the Jocal electlions, we

wiibdn 't ssand.
| |
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Women lead struggle
Occupation becomes the fashion

TW0O HUNDRED workers at the Fashion Design
Cenire clothing factory in Knowsley are occupying
apgzinsi closore. While lahour leaders in Liverpool
dither, these workers — the overwhelming majority
women — have sirmck a3 decisive blow against

unemploymeni.

Evervone in the cccupation, which bepan three
ﬁ ugn, says the same thing. “We have nothing o

by MARY ROCHE
STEVE POTTER

amd |

The modern FD  Centre
fasory was opened only 08
months ago. Owned by a
Swiss-based compapy with |
factories. in Isrmel, Iialy and
Bwlizerland, i1 was tomany Fac-
ture clothing for Marks and
Spencer’s retail outlets,

By ‘coingidence’, the firm &
glosing before the workers |
become cligible Tor statulosy |
redundancy peyments  under |
ihe Employmeni Protection |
Act's two-year rule.

Meanwhile, of course, the
firm has faken advantage of
Government  redeveloprent
grants to the fupe of £20a week |
for each wocker, and &0 per |
cent of the cosl of the £400, |
machinery in ihe plant. |

FOC stru

| decided

The workers oocupied Chres
weeks apo 1o step  the
machinery being moved oul
and wold off w pay the
company's  Bumerous  oredit-

| s, The workers are demand-

img that, however it is done, all
Joba are saved [n the plant
Possible demands pos  For-
ward include that of a Girm
taking over, which is what they
would prefer, or the formation
of a2 workers' co-operalive.
The cosure came afler &
number of lay-offs. A phone
call the day the pland was closed

| was all the notice which the

workers received, Afl=r a mass
meeting  which gnanimously
t0 Docupy. workers
aitended a meeting called by the
lipuidator in the factory.

The acoupation is run od
sirecl  democratic - lines. The

=

oocupation commities of 10
women and two men repores
back to the weekly mass
meetings, arraiged to aliow the
maNiTam nunjullzmr of wnmcr:l‘lqn
parkici e (15 5
paniad uFmtp o 150 u:-I the 200
workers allend the meetings.,

Involversent of women with
children has  been
during the schicol holidays as
Lhe factory is difficalt o reach,
But  thes: women
underiaken four-hour shifis in
the occupaiion, | sometlimes
bripping their children with
them.

Young women have been the
hackhone of Lhe occupation
Many of them volunteer for thi
night shafl.

| CRIED

While the few young mabs

difficult |

have |

workers have been tothe forein |

representing the sirikers' case
outsube the lactosy, they are
well mware of the problems
“There is a danper that the
wonmien might St 1o 868 M As
o boss’, sava John MeiMally,
chairperson of the occapation
commigee. “That's why they
have o be-aciive themselves.”
vl L 1]

la: ‘young women heve been the bockbone of the oooupation’

He invited the - Liverpoal
W omen's Action Oroup 1o visic
the occupation Lo diacnss with
Lhe WOIMEn DoCuIers.

Dave Disley, another. aooug-
alian committes member, (8 in
mcedoubi na i how the strogele
began. It was what happensd
&t Levland and Birds Eve which
pave us 8 kick forwand,’ he
explains,

& knew we had (o rake a
spandd.'
*The pecupation has changed
a Jou of atlitwdes,” he adds,
‘Everyhady has good points to
raise over what we should do.
I's chanpged my attitude, When
1 heard about The closure [
don’t mind telling vou that |
gried. 24 years old, and 1 cried.”

Support for - the “strike has
heen mixed. The workers lave
had aympachy from everyoi.
I we could sar sympathy wao
would be fine,

Fritance 15 the miin problem.
After a batile with local social
sevurlty chiefs, the potapiers
wha Bre single are pethiig
supplementary benefit. Bul not
thie married women, ol course,
pdoney is needed Ton food and
for oreanisinog {rANSPOITT o

I bring women workers into the

-4 ] 4

OCCUpation,

John Mebally spent his own
date  mopey  iravelling e
Logdon o see the MP for Ui
Huyian constilwency tn whichi
the faetory s based — &ir
Flarold Wilson.

ACTION

acdion. Pleatiful supporl bas
come  from stewarcds at the

Massey Ferguson factory and .

gsome  other  phints  neasby.

Hewever, athers hawe prefor-
| red 1o ignore the Tight agains:

unemploymenl,

While the opecuplers admii
iheir inexperience, they are
determined. “We are staving for
ae long as it takes,’ =ay thres
young womel o e occupas
tion day shiflt. They hed been in
the plenl sined - 9am,  wers
lenving al Spbup. apd coming
baick shoctly before midnight,

| Teseemsa long time aps That
| managemsent wsed o oTgAanise
‘Miss FD© competitions!
Domatiems  fa:  FI - Centre
[Liverpooll. Handelis Ruoad,
Knpwsley  Indusirial  Exstade,
| Kmwsles,

Unemployment conference

iverpool general strike on 9 May

A DNE-DAY Merseyside peneral strike on @ May and
the establishment of a coundl of action were the two
major decisions of the Liverpeol Trades Councl
conference on uncmplovment held on Sunday.

This was the reply of over 500 delegales 1o Lhe
ever-monniimg uwnemplovmen! corisizs in Merseyside
writes MARK TURNBULL.

The sonfercnce was opened *
by & whale host of Labou
movensenl officials and dme
SEFVEDS.

Stan Pemberron, president of
the Transpor! LUnion, Derck
Roblnsen of the Leyviand
conmbdne commitiee, local &P
Bddic Loyden and Eric HelTer |
were all there,

Heffer did say  soneshing
which few could dizagree with
wheo he proclaimed; - “You
can't really rely oo MP: to fighl ]
unemployoient’,

Il remark was E”-‘l.'ri.'ﬁ with
instans applawse, Do Helfer
WEEIL O Lo pmsistt ‘Welve worn
put the carpst going o the
Frime Minister's office and
orher of ficess. " The aim al thease
endeavours termed oul o he
pleas for the ersation of
Minkster for Merseyside

Iiis  refleciea  the
dividing line in the conference
— betwesn thiose who wanied
mass nction and anli-capitalisg
demands,  amd  thow who
wanted reforms, loblbes, and

deputntinn:,
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The Comrmunisd Pary
hacked ressdution talked of "a
somplete change of SCAlepy o
gei Pritmin oul of the cTisis
alfecting s political, | socind,
| iI'.II\J ECOEOInEs InSnraikons :

ks conslated of expanding
the econamy and pushing the
Labosr Governmens ixfrwards

CONTRAST

In contrial, Bill Hunter of the
Wiorkers Rewaluticnary Parry
and 1h= 1ng,|||l.Lu|||. Linmian
mainizined: *The working class
hins heen i|;||_|1|i_~..nn|:|:| 1IN Wage
controds anid are being ed into
the ~wicious trag  af  mass
unemploymenl. ..

“I'ne omby questions theat anse
with this Goveriment ars how
1o bind the working class 1o
wage comlrals, bind them tothe
slymp pobicies of the mulii-

Lhedn to the
Interiaienal

nnfiorgis,  henad
IMF and  the
hanks",

Derel  Bobinson was much
miare  cautiows.  He  hopel
Lesland wosls  pecoms n
eeoroiie, viable procduger of
otolas vehicles" ) which wers the
wery repsons - that  Levland
decided 1o axe “Speke and
anofher P2,000) jons m e

| company

[he final resoluiion that was
pasead called  For
ication of  firme  oedling
redungdancies, i progsamine al
puaizhic works and the sefiame W
of actiom coamrnitlees in plants
threarened with closure.

Ter the plarform: a1 the
conferense was quite willing fo
give d kick in the reeth do the
workers ar the Fashion Design
Centre whose occupation is in

the lead of che fight agiinsd |

reatkaal- |

felosures on Mersevside,

The cheirpersan ol e
conference, Barry  Willlams,
refussd o sl on the FOC
delepate  da  speak, apd - B
propogal ihal alvor urt of 1he
£35{rcollection fe givels o 1he
cooupation: ol these  clothing
wiorkers was Lwioed down by
ihe pladform without a wode.

EFFORT

The 1w o mios! postive Feadures
aof the fioal resolniinn were
thase calling for the  trades
coumct b selap p coumesl al
aciion, and a one-day stoppige
throughout the county an 8
Wy, But a5 thess tesclutions
were opposed by many io the
leadersnip of the  Lrades
cowncl, every =flore will be
meedad [0 enswire  Lhéy  are
carried out suceessiully.

M L occuplers want toosee |

| Teachars' Elections

THE _BESULTS of the
receni Mational Union of
Teachers executive eleg-
[illll!’i show just why a
! united, democrtic socla-
Nzt opposition 8 needed

io- the present  union
lesders, writes  KEM
JOMES,

The Far lefl i85  now

represented sol=ly bv Socialist
Workers Pary member Dick
Marth, from lener  London,
Whew is this?

The main 1eas0ns stem from
the sethacks teachers  have
suffersd, and the execuiive’s
fallure o mobilize  mational
accton, Fragmentation of e
left adde to the peoblent

In Eooer London, three left
tandidates  gtond - for - {wo
pusitiacos; i Outer London, six
for tour places, Two posaible
wels ware just Cirowmn away Dy
Lhese divasions,

Although in was - clear 1ais
king of result was on the cards
ag bong as thers were noounited
capdidares. the Rank and File
srupine in theunion — led hy
the S P — perriciencly refused
o organise a joins eleclion sl
with the Socialist Tedchers'
Allianes,

[rick Morih, in last wees's
Snrlalist Warker, openly mc-
kngwledged that e Soctalis:
Teachiers”  Alllamed 157 an
lepartant vanguard force. This
tew atance could heip create
(urure united acrion,

Immer Lasnidon: Sorth {Rank
and Fik), 14628; Richardson

iright wingl,  [5%4;  Fisher
Moommicrisl  Paslyl.  T176;
Regan  (Socialisl  Teachers'

Allipnce], 722; Levn { Rank and
File).-332,

Chuler Landon: -:I:.'!'. restles
ok Fincli (514, 259 Foulds
I LAy, 215 hrrﬂﬂ{ﬂﬂﬂ-['_] S0,
Corr {R&F), i Hl\'rmk
iWworkers' Prraar), |48; Hisl-
orow | BE&TF T, 136G

Manchester Cop Out

OPPOSTUVMN a5 miguini-
ing in Manchester (o the
redclionary champaign
being  waged by Lhe
[ police under evangelist
| James Anderton ihe
force’s Chicl Constable,
MARTIN COLLINS re-
paTls.

A ik ton ™
spaniss gavs angd dnmen who
mve the e Lo demand
shorrion fwcililies. oXIEnds 0
all prams ol eocenies life

From the piousciosure af all
tight  elabs oy jhe  ciby ol
|'\.|:.'_r|'iﬂ_|:| befare Ciand Fnl_:-n
gnel the  ‘apb-porn’ - squead.
Anderion's aciivitles sxtend o
e A Ciclober £250, 000 exercise
in o pllowing  Beatiamal Froni
lepcler  Mastian  Webster o
marzh  thesugl Tameside
SIFEERS.

T cermape  the cofps. are
arepared o deal with sy
ermerpency, Ay and. police
jatntly zloged down Collyhucs
| duclog an Caocl-tercezist® war
| exerciae Jast Ocrober, This was
| Buppressed by the narianal

k| Frerti B

|'(" rifiex] - passers=by were
ammarsd- ns che Areny - simgply
stopped Lie in the communiiy
fo 12 hiours.  Peapls . were
herded around ke the Aoy,
aitd warned oo sy ino chair
s, Losal residenis whio
wiere pot les in on the reasoning
hefupd  this  wer  game —
ought ey - had | been
wvaded! Ang they weren®t far
wIGng,

After the stepping up . of
Anderton's astivity, Tn recens
wieeks, the [ntermabanal Mars
ist Girpup i= cnlfing for-a fall
Inhaur movemenl enguiry inic
tha activities of Munchester
Padice nnd for the sacking of

el

=
S Lot

| Jomes Anderion,




‘No islands of responsibility’

Lucas Shop Stewards’ Corporate Plan

IF YOOL are under 15 or over 45 and live in Birming-
ham you will not be eligible for a2 kidney machine, no
mailier how desperately vou may need one.

A poriable kidney machine is among the 150 prod-

wels included in the corpormie plan prepared by the |

combine shop stewsrds commitiee in Locas Asro-

SpEce.

In this article, presenied by the British Society for

socinl Responsibililty in Science,

TOM REILLY, @

sieward for TASS — the Engineering LUinion’s while

collar section

ot Lucas, reports inm a personal

capacily on responses o the plas.

Capitalim {8 & system i
which production is determined
by profit raiher than social
need. It is also o system where
workers. are  employed  and
discarded in accordunce with
the whims of the markes

[he sirategy proposed by the
Lucas Asrospace combing shop
stewards comumities |s dnmgue.
Anicipating redundansies, the
combing commulize bepai
1974 1o co-ordamate  the
production of eoorporale plan

VOLUMES

The pilivn, which norw Tuns 1o

in volumes, detanls o seres of
mliernative producis which can
be made using the skills af the
presenl workforce. Mol only
coudld the adopdion ol the ptan

keep all the workforce fully
emiployed, bur' instead ol
ProdUCERE items  spch ns
(ahzpiete)  mechanical  fusd
syslemms for el engines, Lhe
produocts  described by ihe

corpearate plat ade 2l podoislial
Iy soczally useful.
They include uamsport sy

tems, . such a8 8 rosd-rail
wehicle, © elecirical  braking
evsiems, aliernative.  energy
spuroes, medical eguipmenis,

telechine (hands &l a dstance )
machines,  fnd ocemmics. Be-
wzarch  and  development ol
some of thess projects’ is &
present taking place In the
recentiy extablshed Cenlre (oo
Alernabee Industnial

Technical  Sysiema ol NE
London Polytechmic.
The stewards,  however, do |

misl see Ut plan 54 a unlverzal

panaces  for workers under |
capitalism, :
lodeed they say: It s

cercainly not the assumpdion of
this corporate plan that Lucas
Azrospace can be transformed
into & trail blazer to transform
this  situation in  iscdtion,

There can be mo islands of
respomsihility and concern in
the ==a ol irresponsibality and
depravily.”

Sod safpresargly , Uhe fesponse
of Lucai Acrospace mManage-
ment lias  boen  kess than
exthusiastie. Whils mosi firms
these days are only oo kesn to
diversify, Lucas rejected  the
plan  becouse: many o [he
proposals. were imoompatide”
with its current producl range.

REVIEW

Yer in the 1977 review For
sharebolders and employees,
the - Company chappeison
clulmsil: “In he Droag ol o
rofmds will meed o e The
conviction that everything we
are doing is being dons in the
interests of people, and the only
ultimate resources we have are
Fwman ingeniity and effort”.

To this end, the Asrospace
division recently announced the

chosiere of the Yictor works 1n |

| Liverpool,  with the loss ol
1L.H0 Cjobs, 'as 0 owell Bs "lL |
sacking - of Trther

and |

Journalists

debate

race

coverage

DELEGATES representing ihe
conmdry™s by fhousand
Juurmakisis, meeting in YWhiiley
Bay mext week. dre s For o
sarprisingly  politeal  confer
enee. New lechnolopy and ik
implications, vacism ond pay
will inke up most of the debaies
ond Tringe meeiings. JOHMN
THACKARA reporis.

Mew fechnology represents
an femediate challenge Tor Lhe
Mational Union of Jourmelasis,

But . most gl the s
thréatensd belong o the prinot
apions  which - hive,  hsEiors-
cally, frentsd the MU with
conrernpi. Faoed witl such a
resl of trede unicn principle,
e MUY s emakiing &cceprance
of the new tecluelopy, and the

comsecuent  job-loss,  conlin
genl oon an  indusiryewide
pgresment - with the  prin
Wiz,

Whits Lhis approach mves
_|r||_|r||.5.| sy soine unaccasiomed
sy in ealrgoting help from
the prind sriang onother fesnes,
il is shorbsphred. The lefi's
respanse has becn oo call for
wors-sharing, with

no Joss of

pay and na jobelose, togeiher
wilh the demand thal e vasty
incrsased capacily ol she news
lechnodogy shoitld b wsed 1o
micke Lhe srredia mare aceissiole

— and accountable — 10 the
workiog class.
(3 racismd, - the o ML)

cHCcUtive s pur forward an
gyrvemiely.  positive | mosion
proposing new puidelines for
the reporiing of racist orgnm

ealione, The ™ML and
iourmalists cannnt be peluml i
the Fiuce of orgnnisations which

seek to spread raciad Halred®, 0
RN

A call also comes - Trom
sevirdl bramches of 8 cam-
paken  agamsl  the  Nabwopal
Front being ghven "air Liome® Sod

their propaganda &l e nest
Geseal Elsctio.

Om o pay, the MU exeautive
surely crestes histary in the
British frade union mevement
ov proposiag oo polley atall for
Lhe sicand year runmirng. e this
v, several dermands [or
sliding-szale policiss e ox-
pecred to hpvs & consderable
impact,

workers al the Covenlry and | chorges on borrowed capital.

Bradiord lactarcs.
jobe ang hecalened.

This response is not jast that
of a single employer. Behind
Locas ssands the Government,
which s Lupeas Aerospace’s
RSt CHISLOmer and a
significant comtomer for many
plher parts of the Lovas
empire. Luocas”  invesimenl
programmes have been subst-
antially assssted by the Srage,

And more |

with the paymoent of inierest '

"WE ARE on  ihe
oifensive.” That's  the
message from the South
Oxford Nursery Class
where parenis and sup-

puriers  have heen in
gocupation for  three
wieks apainst the threat |
of closwre, reperls
ANITA RICHARDS
Support has  beem oseT-
whelmting, As thelong striggle
teging 1o make the Tary

iy Cownal back doown on
plai o cul e clasa; over

Hyosand  people  have
signed petitions supporting it

A& list of over S childsen

L

needing nursery places has becn |

drawn vp.to show the need for
the  cliss, me  trades union
brancl has given £50, and the
dizirka secrezary al the Public

Employecs’ Unicn has calied
Oon 0A Memeers. I [EHIC 8Ny
mirmpd to ool mgmingt  the
SOTipaLLon.

The firs demonstralion stnee
ihe norupntion began was held
m i carmival ptmosphers and
drew  Lhree hondred  people,

Epeukers from the campnign
pianleid oul how the attack on
MUTSCTY PO lsanik is just parl of
L atack o educaton
siamdards and jobsdbrcugh the
LnMETMmEnT &8 CHls Lixiord
Trades Council presidost Jobn
Peraer pledged his suppomn aod
undersaonk ta kack g rezalution
ir welion al the nexi irades

11 benefits] substantially with
slate . assislance . i - pulling
Lucas Aercapace together o
197071,  The consolidared
balance shest  Tor Lucas
Industrees  lasc July  showed
deferred taxatbon al £36m, 13
pet cent of the total capital
cmployed

Luocas iz therefore he=avily
commiited to the Government
ang it seems inconosivable hat
the commeny would Elbemnpl

such ‘politically delicare” clos
wres  wichout  at beast  taci
sappart, This, despite sarious
Govermmmend Ministers and the
TUC expressing sympathy for

the combiine compullees Ao~ |

spidce workers are confronting
capital with unigue demands
and at the same time are gving
workers penerallv pew hope,
They are demonsirating Ll
| while thie demnand For the reeht
bt weirk s of fsell correct, it is
i slsn inadequate in confronting

h.in party held in ihe socupied classmam.

connctl meeting.

Ii is mot only children who
stand ro suffEr by heing
deprived of a proper siars in
educilion. Working - parents,
expecially  women,  who e
driven back inkn ther drucilion
il rabe us housewives by 1hedack
ol nursery  places, - single
pitrents and olhers wilh special
needs are all deprived ol the
chineod Lo hueld thew own bves

by FAVERS CUTE,

The Osford  campaigners
have  teiectml the  cdwncils
comproamige ol Ter il a

plieygroup, which would only
be parl-lioe. Ehew eay; ‘Free
simbe nursery education 5 the
right of svery child, and
provision should e made for
all chitdren who wane & plaze.!

Mow they plam o mnid
suppes nalionathin che Totour

capital.

Tactically @ey are treading
new ground. Should they win,
workers will pain encourage-
menl 1o go forwerd for furcher
demands of this tvpe We
showld all play whatever rolewe
Al in pssIEting Wctory

For  furiher  infarmalioms
cpniact - the  Centre for
Alternative Tndustrial - and

Technolopical Syseems, NELP,
Lomghradpe Road, apenham,
Essex BMS 245,

Nursery class stays OK?

the women'y
movernent and Trimmwll hase
actively fpntoigg U Cuts;
Meanwinle [y sk of KEéepng
Ihe  Blrsciy  Opon pocs - on

¥our helpas needed (0 make
swie Sputh Oxford  Mrsery
slays.

MoV emens,

Domalicns and evessages of
support to: Michelle Flieod, 55
Abexandren  Rowd, Oxford,

Statement by

in NALGO

IT 1S nearly 3 year since
the first issue of Sccialist
Challenge went an sabe at
the %77 annual con-
ference of the Malional
and Local Government
Officers” asseciation ol
Searborougeh.

Dhelepaies Siiracied (0 the pa-
per wiele seutely aware of the
nced te umite the  maximom
numbsr of people. in strupgle
apaing the class collaboration
poticies of the trade Griion 12a-
ders and the  Labosur Govern-
ment, The paper’s -advocacy
of hiilding & class strugsle lefi
wing in the lebowr movement
mennded o & solulion.

This need becanie rindels ap
merent as MALCHY conlerence
eidorsed  the  CRvermment’s
Suctal Contract policies by a
higher majorityin 1977 than in
previous vears,

The Tailure of the left told
maslional mass achion insupport
of R LGOS of ficial opposi-
Licn (o the
vight-wing leadership to wind
dowent the union's  campainn
apainsl redwvoed Aervicss dnd

cuts pllowad the |

saborgge MALGO™ overtime
han against Fromen posis.
Communist Party members
— in silliance wilth the unian’s
Tefr buresnicryts
illesion thid  the threatensd]
third phaseé of - pay restoaind
cokid be fought eterin (ke vear
withaur an  immedsate camp

aign . agmansd.  Phase o T,
Simlarly, ther chromnie bend
ency [0 pslpone  SUugele

e thad o e keter the el is
bedaiedly Lrving (o pet a special
comn lerence calied 14 reject Lhe
leaderabip's obvious Intencion
af settling  guietly  for  dhe
Covernmentsimpos=d. 10 per
cent under Phase Three this
Talw

DISORGANISED

The eectiarian orieniation of
the Bocialisl Workers”™ Pasly-
domirmdged  NALGO  Astion
Ciroup has  disorganised . the
ciforis of genoine militants 1o
budbd a broad-based revolusion-
ary alleriative 1o the pasaive
eppesitaogy of the beft burean-
crala.

When the reformizt Broad
Left in London MA LG tried
L set fgelf up as a rival o the

Ferslered the

MNAG it was left o Sociakist
Challenge supporiers i lead
the fighr  lor a democratic
conlerenice o  the  Lonpdon
MNALGO et to decide s awn
fatare, Thint light wan broad

supporn emd  foreed ehe el
burednicraty o call such oa
onFeredice.

But, it wis the inadeguate

muohilisatint of te NAG and
e abstention of halithe SWE
members which allowed the left
bureaucrals © =« wp A
"Progressive Alliance” on their
vt widemooratic cemms.

ALTERNATIVE

The experience of this fighs
led 1o the formatson of »
Lemdon MALGD - Socinblst
Chullenge readers” group, We
have been Tipghting for an
alterpative to the nndemocratic
manouesres  aof  the left
burcauorats anmd  the  sell-de-
fearing separation of the MALL

This alternative cannol be the

sefipg up of @ rhird
| narrowly-based  organisation
claiming o be the sole

repoaitory of socialist acion,

Socialist Challenge supporters

The veal alFecnative lics ina
light withio clee left a5 a whale,
inzloding the Pacand the BMAG,
for the formation of & united,
democratic. Slass sirugzsle lefi
irvolving nll thoss prepared io

adtively oppose Labour's
asreriby palicies.
Readers of this paper have

heen campaigning along {hess
limes im Lenglom, welcosming
inic onr grimp snme whio aeres
with Thas orisntstion while nax
supparting Secinlist Chollenge,

Mow  we have decded 1
arganise a nalional meeting of
all Secindist Challenge readers
in MALGO (o discuss how we
can campaign for the poleiies of
the paper in the wnion, and in
particular how o fusther the
fight for o ¢lass sirugebs lefi
wing in MATLGO.

The mecting will take plaoe in
Loamdon on Sat. 13 Moy, A
peirtibea] Fare will operate.

Al redders i BALGO are
urped to wrlie to Socislist
Challenpe  MALGO  meeting,
Box 50, London 1 2EX, Those
aliending  will be gbl¢ o
conpribale o & discussion
bulbedin, 0 be senl 0
participants  shortly with for-
ther azenda decails,
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NUS elections

‘Historic compromise’
suffers severe |

setbacks

THE BRODAD Lef

leaders

were  somewhal

despondent ai the end of the annual conference of the
Mational Union of Siedents in Blackpoo] last week.
As nearly a thousand delegates debated racksm, culs
imedwcniion, Ireland and other lssues, it became clear
that the alliance between the Tory students and the
Broad Lefi had received a seriows battering.
COLIN TALBOT, a member of the MLUS executive,

reporis.

T&GWU

Fight grows

against
witch-hunt

HOW CAN vou defend something you haven't got?”

Thai was the gquestion answered by lasi Salurday’s

U ford conference called (o defend democracy in Lhe
Transpori Linion and the Cowley 9, These militanis
are threaiened with political victimisation hy full-time
officials reports JOHNNY

Mearly 200 trade wnionisis
o0k part coming from Walss,
Scotland, Merssymde, the
Maorth-zast, Birmingham and
London.  Members from all
regiong of * the ugnicon - were
present, making il the stlrongsst
meeting of TOWL members in
YEATS.

Speakers st the meeting
explained -the background of
the  wictimisations - of the
Cowley  militants.  Detailed
pceounts proved beyond any
douhs the MoCarthyite nature
of the attack,

The e=al had been set for the
witch-hont al st Friday's local
Traces Commncil meeling.
ALIEYW  rightwinger John
Powers, who s luying charges
againsl the militants, issweet 3

atarement - which  had been
wieared by the TOWL
Sipnificantly, he also  was

reported to have said that all
the enguiries ink Cowley
three in the lusl four vears -
were ‘designed to curh the
activities of certaln people'.

Agaimst  Lhis
comference speakers ook up
aspects of the wilcli-huni. Cne
mitlitant 15 accussd of ‘s ling
his Feet at the Back of a
meeting”. Evidence  against
Alan Thormett [ncludes the
spozch be made at the last
Biennial Conference of  the
union which “proves' he was
agawnar Jack Jones!

Liher  speakers - expliined
Wiy wnkon oflictals had Feft
compelled 1o Bunch such o
blatant - attack on  democra-
tizally elected membera. Tl
accepaancs of the  Social
Comiract and particpation in
Aritish Leyland's bankrupicy
e that,  fooo them, the
wiwklorce has tmoopay: in
spesboups, redindancie., wage
oy arid SLEOULE away
agresments o0 conditbons.
MAuvone giving an alierpative
lead has 1o be shui up —
electlons of po clecricns

I we're - otalking  albour
deémogiacy. ln the union, why
isn'l distocr secrstary. David

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE 13 Apnl 1676 paped

__J.' I - R -4
W' A [’ _'l_‘l_ TRy T 1,

o

HAIMNE.
Buckle  electad?”  azked one
celeymie.  He called for an

engquiry inbo Backle®s actividties
and recounted how Buckle had
saidd b0 hbm We don®t always
agree 1o union rules,’

Sormesaid this sue had o be
the b ol a campangn o1
real democracy in the TOWLL
All officials shauld be elected;
they should be recallabie by the
membership; and they should
gel no more in salary than the
averape wape of their members,

Dock-warkers cxplained
fow they boped 1o launch such
acampaign and a paper ro fight
for unlon democrasy,

Cthers  stressed moce  the
need Lo go ol o menibers and
link these amnacks with the
Edsearies” plan wikcls has the
full becking of unlon offkcials:

The conlerence adopred s
resclutions, The firs: read:

“This confecence notes with

| coneern the contioaoes disgi-

hackground, |

linary actions iaken agmins
cading members in the Cowley
gasenbly plant and demands
thas these charges are stopped.
‘It resolves 1o go hack ko
the bBranches and commillees
represenied here and abtain the
affilintion of these bodies — Lo
extend this compaign within bse

TGWLI and phlain  Lhe
maximure affifizlion 10 the
ciumpaien; & feconvene  the
conference  on the basia of

alfilhaned branches iy the cvenr
of any disclplinary aztion being
taken  apgainst apy of  rhe
Cowley %'

‘This comference will decide
amy furiher aclion [0 he taken
indefence of these disciplined.”

The v reslulicn
ciitrged Lhe steering cotmiiice
wr discuss e posaibllicy of
huilding a réeforin nuovemens in
the TEW L with policies for &
lghtback apainst the Soclal
Conlract.

=ocialist.  Challenge  sup-
parbers N the TOWLT are urged
ta fight for thess policies in
their workplass,

g T

The conference was charac- |
terised by @ mumber  of|
imporionl decisions. Firsl, @
majorily in favour of denying |
racisis and fascists a platform

Desipite Lhe pathelic demas
pogy ol Broad Left membes
Trevor  Phillips, the #ew
Presdent: the liberal catrage of
Sue SHpman, Phillip’s prede-
cessor; and angry sgueaks from
the Tories, the Sotiona
Cirganisatiom of - Laboor Sne-
diends (MO S} viied with ths
fur lefl amd  swung-the vole
agarmst  the Tory-Communisl
comkbiliom,

This represents in imporism
wiep Tiraard,

Secomdly, the Tory vole
slumped  disaxirously, - Their |
averzee visle for the “Lop eight’ |

1

execulive posi Hons was anly W,
and their presidenlial candidate
recived anly T4 wMew Oialhb
o Tofy, St Baylisa.
reached the executive, with a
block of 0 Broad Left votes
Sue Slipmon and her friends
preferred  a. Tory on  the
execurive o Marxisis!

The revolutsomary lefl - in
creased il standing as a whaole,
emerging &5 L meajor eocsakisl
oppstion 0 the  Broad
Lch- Torvalliznee. The average |
ocombined vore of the Socialis
Studenis Aliancs and Magsosal
Orrpanisation of Internasional
Socialist Socisties (554 and
NOHSS) was 270, compaesd 10
2540 Far the Broad Left. Anditis
doubtlul whetber one Tory on
thse  executive will stop the
dehate in Tory siudent ranks
aboui leavipg the MLIE.

SECOND

[he S5A caine seeond inall
exmcept one of the #@pht frop®
enecive posis. The exception
was vicespresident  (wellare),
where Alison Downey, & 554
militani from Middlesex Poly
wisn 1he posl. |

Thie 554 gained snoller Two
places. "r1.in|‘.“ﬁ Archier (Birmisg-
ham Polyv) dnd Colln Campbell |
{kent Univeraliv) are on the
MUS exscuiive tomether with
Por Stack. n MOISS militam
from Hightary Tech,

Despite the clear grins by the
far lefl, it wonld he a mistake Lo |
gt tond euphoric:. There was oo |

regl discussion cn how o tackle
the serious problém ol racsn

n educaleon, guokas ane

immbgration controds,

UNITY

The Brond Lefit belicves that

its 'Linity  apainst  Hacaa'
campaign | shows the  aay
forwarnd, This envisages an |

alliance with oollege auwthori-
bés, the Church and the State,

Uhie protbem o thal it is the
Stare which has lmposed quaizs
and ihe college autlorities that
are implemeniing - them.  The
divistoms among the far lefx
prevented & sersons fight on this
gestion. Unbess a1 does ake

place the *Peo Platform® voie
coubd i out o e a lolbow
WICLOrY

The debate on studeni undon
autonamy wits sierile — all the
masre 50 hecause the executive
clearly knew ahont, and did nal
repoTl f0 ennfersmos, - fmpor-
tant Department of Fdiecation
propasals on aeionomy  and
uniom Timwncing.

DEFEATS

Crespice the defears sulfered
bw the Tories, rhere was much
confusion on the Left about
whial these defenis represented
and how o go foresesd:

The Brasad Left wiss showing

| disgemet signs ol strain, The |

Labour stidents weee in open
confllcd with the executive aver
the Mo Plarform' © polioy,
togpether with sbme hard-line
Commuanisis,

I was clear, however, that
the  thissidenis” have oo
worked-out aliernpeive o
thie rampant relosmusom af the
exeCuLive

For the Socialkst - Students
Allianoe  the' Confercpcs
marked opg vear of growing
crganisationnl - and  political’
strength. While there- are sl
many prablems, the - 554
showed that a non-ssctarian
approach o the problems of
creaiing @ mass, indspendent
stadenl  movement  allied 1o

| wiorkers o strugele is the only
winy forward.
The 554 has browght

together a significant opposi-
sion and showmn itsetl capable of
uniling achers in the fizhr fora

| MRS CAMNPALENINE union,

The mexl vear will e chis

Ciapprodch will wlse hear inothe
| colleges dnd  prove capabibe of

cevitalibiny  Lhe  mas move
et — especially i the Tace ol
the propoged altacks on student
unicn aulenony.

Edinburgh

Gas strike

support

Wi MASS meetlnzs in
Edinbargh lxsi week reaffinm-
ed the determinntion of 1,50
sirikiapg gus workers io siny ool
uniil Sceottish Gas uneandition-
ally reimsiates the 14 wapes
cherks who were sucked while
on strike In support of =
regrading claim, reparts JOHM
BRENMAM.

While sirike  leaders and
afficals of the local poseri
mend workera” winon NALGE
wEre allemplotg Lo persuade

the Bosses to disfuss rein
slatement, - suppors Far the
solidarity action was spreading
throughou!  the  prian - an
Scotland,

Backing has also come from
workers gt the Bridsh Gas
aperatiops branch, and from
workers.  whe  opzrate  the
nmational gns wupplies, There is |
nuw lobe a ballol ol the branch
peer  culling  oof  ceflat

inchasizial supplies. The grow- !
Bh e gl &
‘ % e
i - 4 _' . _:q.'.
R T S ! o LI R

| sgisaiters, including

IN BRIEF

Grunwick

AT A PRESS - conference o
Tuzsclny 33 March Fhe
CGirunwick  strike  commities
cliriftesd s wHirude 0 the
Luture ol - the drike and

pickers' outatde the Gromiwesk
Factery fronb 1 T ApTil onwards,

Thisapike commirres s shael
lack Diromey"s statemens of The
previons week prediciine (he
and of thesirike in siy o sight |
wieek s kel been misguosed. Th !
renl queestbons horh be azcd the
strike comoritee were asking |
sirid © ke slaternend,  were
dirstteg] il CAPFEX and - Lo
TLIC.

g O
siriers.
concihal

mial el osEnd o L
Lleat the Governmail
ol servioe cis g blind
allew For our strike

‘Come clean and nclmic £ i
wie're pesting nowhers, We sy

| again, iris only fracle anson

acricn gn essential services bl
zan win bolh recognilsn 2
reinistalement.”

The sztement alse called for
suppor:  Tar s the  Gronwsck
conference on 14 May and the
comference o the Garneea
Sk House strike

D e i R R
Splidarily  greelings o
JOHN  LOCKWOOD!
Threee months in Pen-
tonville on & tromped up
charge over 13 August.
&5.E. London Socialist

linili'. | .

viclory

London sq
T

i

uatting
- o

OME hundred - and - sixey |
0 chal-
i Sirest,

dren, Huniley

| Central London won a viclory

I the Higl Court am 7 Apr |
when e Deparinseni ol
Health and Social  Secariy
were prevented from - evlciing
them, writes PIERS CORBY N,

The ruling arsae Trom ' the
Deparimeni™s  own  incom-
pel=no=, and it may  well
corlinue  with s efFares,

The Gase of the Huontles |
Streel  squadilers . prowvides a |
practcal festoof the Stale’s
{lack ofy duties under the
Howsazg {Homelss  Personsg
At 1T A8 e Nieat anass

Trade Union Diary

ABERDEEN Scoustias T Frige
mesiings. . Monday, - 17 Ape
EdinkumgH Hstimral AbcHlon Cam
pagn Maeing, TApm o Abhsrdiar
Trades Coureil. Tesuday, 18 &pril: &
BBt oo niatiag Tor g:l:'llh' b ada
wmgna’ Sobn Ceassn; BIght b Wat
CAmpEgn - Alan Thamal dHpHY
conveénar, s Cowliy - Rdland Sheeecl
Slirig ~ Trades  Goundll. dofapaig;
Padivn Tuimy, Eomburgn: Trmcas
Counolh dHagats A& spakkEs ¢
mersonal  zapachy,  Fo30pm al
maEndenn Tradsn Sooreil, Wadnes:
day, 18 Apil Sio® lar Fas riged fe
ok ng'\ll b Aok cam oaigin Inlshs
ol 1%e ATUG Py ab 16T,

BIAMINOHAM Socimist - Challenge
Trada Unkon Sonosnce. Swoniay 1
Haii
Cmshe  provicad]
ool &N adwwr] ®ing maiwls
3 T Conlerarcr, PO Bex S
—zndzn N1 2P

LONDDH Tra Pandiczs ol Boudalan
oonlp L. Apedl FE-00 r_lru;.;lnl-:q_ﬂ g
e Siacalel Toasnaja Sihanca, and
apoanseiad by Radical EdoraHon 2iad
Teaching Lofdss Kide  Ticasig,
Ineigteg papam for 2 Dol studkimba
s ayed) Irar ETA
Ecucd o Genup, & Highgsss Wem
HIN, Loraen &

LD Grulismics Al ke so=—i={ha

| conlaie o o be hote o0 Bunduy. 14

ey 11sm 4o Spm. Credanlials tnom
Alrkn - oot oin Tadep &
Lapass  Diuls - 32 High Hcpd,

W andan, Lo A,

LONDON Sotsalis Shalkags nesdu
in HALGD mésr to disouss how 5o
THITIIR aimimeal lha fapsr
1 172 i, &l Boe 1o furthas the
lighi *2: & coss sirupgle f waag in
Hallald Seiumtay 1% May  Pogcled
foa. Davads plod isssana® hulletin

Eas BI

Irom G- Sal GO Mosting
sz W PE

evicliuns vince the “ampesiy’

wiai  dechared: by Oreater
Lopdon Councll whiclh led Lo
3,000 Csquakiers  belnp  fe-
housed,

The GLC  proodsed  a
“rrackdown” o fallows  the
nmngsty, The pesisrancs shoan
by Huntley Srrest squaiters has
set The wcene for furrher moves
in the creckdown

The Easn<dom Auallers
Limdon ks joined with Huntles
Blreel  squallers i forgs the
Fleadth Auathorilies 1o negeol
jate; and o bold & commuen
lry-sased  eoguicy  oto  the
plans  for Huntley  Sireet.

1ng support rellects the Fact thad
wlal 15 ol slake is the right o |
sirtke a&nd unian argnaisalion

SACKINGS

Management has  Godloasd
up ity sackmes by inloremicg
ReALGY  Lhat it will take
disciplivary action - apdios
steike Jeadess, OnFriday, mener
regders were  suspenced F-:-rI
refusing ro handle scab work, |
and gas fners joimed b sirike
on rhe apme day

The Edinburgh meetings las:
week heard pleniy of fightine
Lalk Fram NATGO Tull-time
ol ey, David Suraker, the
uninn's nationzl gas odfcer,
anminnoad  Shiel the arbidrasy
action of the bosses  Jsad
ramdfications for all workess o
whe gas induscey, aod that tall
HALGO S resowrces will be
made avaitable',

Irvemains wo be seen whethor
this promizse will bz mat by the
union's emerpency Jommitiée
wlich meels this wock, 1he |
delays o cxreading sclidarine
acrion supgest thar this will only |

fome aboulthroveh Tum rank
and e pressure,

Mltlitants arearguing et the
sirike has  ramifications Lo
everyworker inche pnbic seczor
and  Pevond. Brenches
niready pominitced o supaort-
ing the sarike should speahead
the support campaign.

OPERATIONS

The example of 1ke British
Eis  aperanons . bnck
Hincklew, | icesterskire, which
tvized - speakeérs  Irom  the
Edimouceh stoke  coiboolice.
should be widedy copied anc
collestions taken.

MALGE braoches sheule
demand  that  the  execurive
organise gn immadiate ballof
and campaign for full soppar
far- w nafinnal gas salidarics
srike Weekly mass pickers of
the Ciranion gas works - in
Fdinbiargh  are held
Mondays a1 Bpat
Caomieel: Falinburgh MA LG
T irike Cinnntiliee,
Trodes Cauncil, Picardy Place,
Edimburgh. Tel, 11-556 30{H.

in
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Abortion and the law

Theright to choose |

gualified Hian e woman lwessell 19
decide after 28 weeks? Many of us
wolld not choose lare abartion for |
ourielves, bur what ripht bave we 12
generalise froom such personal feclings |

At the National Abortion Campaign conference on
29-30 April, a day will be devoted to discussing ‘A
woman's right to choose' and the relationship of this
demand (o abortion law.

pee aid |':l3"--\.'.:|'. oflwr  women from
Socialist Challenge supporters active in the abortion | hoosne tohave one?
campaign explain here the background to the debate,
and why theyv consider NAC must stand for the UNCONDITIONAL '
unresiricted right of women to choose abortion| "¢ do not consider thal *'“|

throughout the full nine months of pregnancy.

{E EXISTING LAWS regula-
hag aborbob in England and
Waks  are . complex  and

advances - are  already enabling
(elses bo survive culsade 3 wiman's
mody al mercasingly earlier stages in

wornan woinld decade to abiart a viable
foetus unless Lhere werd  pressing |
reasors which only she can assess. 1f,
fully woderstanding  the medical
hazards mvalved i the procedore,
she makes tas deciabon, we shioulkl

FERLIBETIveE Tlse. 1861  CHfences | pregnaney ot A i

ol sk
Apamnst the Persons Acl osiabhshes A wornan s rght to choose oy up ;_J,‘"I'I.I_:,lIa||::l,_.'.!tliI-..I,::i-,g;sil::f?.:ﬁf:;.d
aghottion 85 ‘& ectime. The 1967 | &  wiability. will  become  an u: :'_Lu“ = ["D“-j;u.‘m_ rl-':: :11E'||1|::1;|
Abortion Acl [ays down cerlain | iecreasingly fimited choice, Such rime i ; b

conditions “whereby abortion is no
llegal, provided two. dociors cerlify
that 1The womdn coocerned Tulfils
these condirions

A frer the stage in prognancy where
ihe foriws woold be capabbe of
surviving oinside the woman's bady
were i o be born (3o called
‘ighifiew "), abortion i reguiaied by
thie 1920 Trfam Life Preservation Act
Viahle [oetuses may only be aboried
1 save lhe Qife of the mother.

fbortion law 1o Seotland differs in |

somie respecks bul 8 sbill restrctve,
There s generdl agréemen] within

the pro-abortion movernenl that a |

chanmpe in the l&w giving woimel a

lepal pght of cholce aboul abomion &

& peocssary par ol achieving: lree

abormeen on a0 praclio. Hut |

diffetences  within - the
and in the Nailonal

Lhere © ane
movemens,

limits wntten info the law are a
ready-made iarget for aitack by the
anti-abortonesis, a5 we have seen
with thie White and Benvion Bills, and
Governmeny  Minisiers who favour
rectrictions by lowering the existing 28
week lmidt o 20 weeks

[he begal position of the Tosus
msr mratch hiclogsznl Fects. Thae is,
while the [oetus is undenizhly a
poiential human heing, it is nid-vel a
hamian being while itis siill dependent
wpiem, and a part ¢, a woman's bidy.
Il therelore hias only poternal righis
winch can b clasmed at ‘hargh.

The disnnction befwoesn e
potemial humanity of the foetus and
e full humanics of the aduali woman
is already partially reflected-im law,
Pregnanl women's passpors oniy
a-.mn:w-l-:r_q-: one person ravelling,
won ren, IF the foeras 5= damaged in

whescky the foerus 5 delivered alive
{induced bireh), or the ope where i is
delivered dead,

11 skig chooses induced tirth, then
ance aurside her body the baby has
{ull and Independent rights of it own
10 b plven cvery chanes of surviving
withowt  ioterference  from  Lhe
tother, For us, the cructal divide in
the woman's right 1o choose dehale

g ot whether the Tostes woald be |

viahle if il were ouside the womb. bet
whether it is still inside, and part &l
the woman®s by, I s, the woman
TRLEEE
thal Foelus.

Thix i% the pelnciple on which the
aboriion lepaslatton which WAC
adopls ar its confersnos on 39-30
April miest be based. 1f s not the job
ol WAL, an  eEborfion  cAMPAIED
lighting for the interzses of women, 1o
take ug such issucs 15. the defence of

have uneonditvonal riphts ower

‘We’re coming tu the
Socialist Challenge
Conference’

I would like to attend the annual conference of

Socialist  Challenge
registration fee.

Supporters

and enclose £1

Aartion Campaign jtself, on the | the womhb 1F.: Theref -.=r_r stillborh, 1he Piriites. A Ehoekl ot I"J“r,l_ ihis
kind of law which would legaslly woman - claims.  against whoever - et T PR I3
w0 woman's right 1o choose npeed  Che damage, nof a5 @ e e R R Do - 1hoy RESS
S 3 £ - AT Reform Assocmtion which incor- | ADMMRESS. ......oviciirisririsninsrssrsrssrsmnnissrnnsssnnsaass

Most imporiantly, should a tEime
limit on aboriion — as now exisd in
the Infant Life Predsoeation Act
remadn? O should the woman s raghi
tr minke the abortion decision extend
oevond e slage 10 pregoancy atl

wltich the Boetos 48 usaaldly conssdered |

viable?

Some people Have B geniinely held
‘moral” befiel that rhere is-a point
before birth when the foctus atiains &
Tfundamencal human right — the righi
o fife, They say that, from thint poink
on, ihe (osius has the rght o be
protecied by law from any therat ioiis
exislence, even against The wishes of
the womnan wha carries the Toelus
within her bxly. For the fervent nnii-
aborrliomizis, the 'right to life® poind
LLHIES al T TIERT '_I.'\lli'.'\l'.'Fl:il.lrl.

For many who seoipl Aboi1ion &nd,
thiely say, a woman's right 1o choose,
this poini comes at apsund 28 weeks in
pregnancy, when viahility bepins. Bui
one of the problems af conseding thal

represeniatrve Of e dedd [ oelus. bBul
in et o £ 1L

If & formus of & cermin age & given
begal rights which then have ip b
weiphed apainst thoss of the woman,
whe decides whose nghis  aks
precedenee? The doctor? The Siace?
Lawyers? The Church? | we allows
that the foetus has rights se lmil oor
demacraric right as wormen o hive
tati] control over aur bodies and our
reproduction. Cur righl 1 choose 15
prurped by the legislalwre and the
COAarss

Lipper Dinse limits on ghorlion o
protect viable (oetuses represent Ste
Intereentian i ol personal lives, We
want fhe sale 19 proveds shordion
Tacilitees, We do mot want it 1o el us
w hern we can use them

Supporiers of p woman’s right o
choose only wp 1o vinhility cladm chat
Lthey believe women arg.copable amd
respomsible enough (o -decide for

porade a bime ot om s women's nght |

to chooss by preserving the Infam
Life Preseryation Act

Al poris of excuscs are pal forward
forr Thul pml'ﬂ:-u— with gsad Health
Service . Tactlimey  for o safe  =arly
abagiions, foe women wougld want a
lare aboction; no doctor would dao a
late aborrion; mo MP would ever
agree o promaee such a Bill, NAC
shotid repard an issue a8 fundomental
as the woman's right 1o choose as @
guession  of  principle,  chfficull
enaiph thaogh thar may be for many
peaple tvasespl,

PRINCIPLE

Fwven if today g0 woukian Icquests

1+ o late abortion, or would be able to gzl

oni af she did, BAC should saill
extablish mow the principle that forus,
o woinan's right (o choose aborton
nseasis A raphd to choosein law and in

R e T T R T R R T N e R e e e R e P BT

SOCIALIST

CHALLENGE GROUP{ifany) ..........

Do you sell the paper regulardy?. ......ooviiivniiiiian,

Please fill in and send to Socialist Challenge

Conference,

PO Box,

London MNIZPX.

50,

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE |

supporiers in the Morth-west
will he coming (o the national
conference of the paper on
Saturday 2TMay ia Londoes,

Comference: miide olber praclical
proposats, including aocall W the
editorial hoardd Lo orgaidse regolar
jonrs by milionatspeak ers 1o promoe
the paper, and — Lo tsprose ks
hetween MNorth-wesl suppoctcrs — &

foetuses start 1o have ‘rights® ar the | themmelves ghout abortion before 28 | peacioe &l any stage in-pregnancy, fla ALAN TITCHAED. !
fime of wiability @5 that oedical | weeks. Who do they believe is better | When MAC decides 1o campaten for e ::‘;‘;r:h"; ﬂﬁﬁhllfwtilljgﬂ rﬂ:li’:;
L& i an MP- o take wp its BAD ol ;Ji-w_-m-;,%-:l
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Pailment, this should b= oo the
Bacis of 8 non-restirictve Bill with no
e limits. As acampaign That slands
[or woman's democratic rieghis, MNAC
miisl  have oo responsihilily  Tor
Initlatimg  inte  Parlizmen: &  Bill
resiTicive Tr adsmer.

i hie mean st the Mackomnsl
Aborrion Campaign should . neve
suppor! A resiriciive BT MNo. 1F
ANENCT CAMpPaigning groip saceeds
in perscding an MP 1o airodies
Bill giving n warmam s right [0 chooss
up b, say. 12 or 28 wadks in
presaaney, we would judee that to be
an mdvance on the existing kiw and
Eain for snmen

We woukd argee for NAC [0
campign viporously 1o per that Ball
piessed, while explaindng the ways in
which women”s choior wonld still be
restricted. IF the Bill wos pased the
iect thal restricsions aonld sl exes
would por be the respomsibility of
MAL, simee the compaign had not
Llaken the initigtive in proposing sach
a Billim the Tirst place. NAC rtherefore
s nd impleated in miking
COMProIises on women's righes for
Lse sakt of “maoral® of tactical repsans,

[T the Mational Abortion Campiign
is Lo Lruly represcnt the interests of
worsen lirst and Foremost, then il
rusl stanidl 3k all tkmes for ne medical
ur legal rediriclions on A woman’s
right 1o choose, Abortion musl be
avaiksbleas of right for women =1 any
slage in piegnasey, This is the |
priocipie o which NAC"S r:m'lrlmnls
T & chanpe in the law mst be based.

Tlar was one of the conclasions
diawa a1 the  Socialisl  Challenpe
SUPPOCTCTE CONEesdInte in Manchesrer
on L Apeil, Adrlough the e ing was
smadl, the wenry  supporiers who
ariended came from all owver the
Morth-wesi,  nnd  ope observer
iravedled from Durhkam,

Panl  Thompson, who  atbended
from Big Flame, cxplained that the
differ=nces with the  Infermarionsl
Marxist Group coigld ot be pac doawsn
tdgstics, "There is a dilferenos over
howe we analyse the vanguard, and
whit we think the paper should he
nimed ar®, he expiained,

Steve Podier, from  the  ediborizl
hnard, argued that Big Flame would
be in o heller position b change the
paper if they acoepled [he invitation
113 jorin Lhe editorial board. Thompsm
rq1|:|rl.r.-d. thal Big Flame would be
again  discussing  the  project of
Sciadisl Challenge at its [ornbcondng
Soplerene:,

Suppariers debated many aspects
ol the papery — [rom (he POSLEr SOLT
on the French elections Lo problems of
the  paper's  rsources. Bseryode
welooaned  the open - approach of
sciadist Challenge bur ose conwrade
queried, Why does iloseem o be
diffwnlt  lar  suppoiters 0 pei
oonlritutions published, widle SWEH
members  appear o have  fow
problens?

The Immay o railse money for the

ptr was, b one comrade's view, o

1.|.|l."|1 4 masaive I w raise
money b buy ks own printing presa.

M owell as these sugpestions abour
how to dmgreve the paper, &l
supporiers agreed that In addition 10
education.  local groups shoald “ges
imwaleed o 0 political  Activity,
Hos yvour lcal Sociplist Challenge
groap debaie ibe project of ibe puper
and pracikcal proposals o expand iis
inflmemce? I aot, argamise one now,
and levite members of (e Edivorial
baard, We encosnkge réporis on your
views lesddmg wp to the Socialisg
Challenge  Matlonal Conferemce.

Mexi week’s Issue

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE will be
printing Ao in-depth repore on the
Matoal Women's Liberation Con-
feremee: an open fetter- from
dizsidents in the Soviel Union; =
feature on Cuban cinema; as well 25 &
onc-page analysis and review of the
Communisi Party debate oo the
Mormbng Star.

The Folbowing sswe will be centred
om Esses refated Lo lwo magor evenls:
the anti-muclear dennsiration on
Saturday 29 April, and the anti-racis
Carmival the next day. There will be
several major ‘speak-ouls’ includs
one by Rock Against Kaclem, an
anachier by the Socalisl Environment
and Resources Assocalion.

[m aadddition, the Surplus Vahee will
raite many of the guesiions o be
debated i “The  Polities  of
Education” conference in London.

——— ey AT



HOME NEWS

Britain’s inner cities

BRIXTON
A CASE STUDY
IN CAPITALISM

The buresucrats who draw up electorsl boundaries are masters of
understatement. Britain's mosi depressed imner cily arcas simply

dizappear from the electoral map.

The Gorbals becomes Glasgow (Jueens Park; Splolt becomes
Cardiff South. And the anonymously geateel Lambeth Central is
really Brixion, writes RICHARD CARVER.

Brizton people are fiercely proud of
where they live. Few would choose to
e far away. Bun still “ap and down
Lt couniry Brixton has & stigma', a
local back told me,

For fascists, Tories, and even
Labour, the stigma atiaches to those
who live there. Brixton, more than
anywhere, i3 synonymous with the
West Indian community.

For local people the stigma bhelomgs
clsewhere: wilh  the govermmend
pdminstralors  of  all  levels, the
property speculators  and capitalists
who have maile "Lambelh Central” a
sepualin ghetto almsesl willioul pacallel.

Thee area il betrays 115 -oripins as &
polite  lave-Victorlan middle  class
suburb, There 5 8 sirange decaying
chegance in- the tall houses and wide
sirects, many still tree lined, Central
Brixton is a knot of narrow streets and

allevs, eocompassing the station,
shppiing conire and marke,
HUMILIATION

Sg-ru-d five mimries in Brixton and
you can't help but nobice the two mos:
obvious sympioms of ioner city decay
taken to the nth degree: upemployment
and hamelessness.

The jobless fignres speak volumes,
Simce 1974 mational unemployment has
risem S per cend, In the same period
black wmsemployoved in  Lambeth
boroagh has pome up 40 per cenl.

Abmil & gquarier of hlack scleool
leavers anc pobless, and anempioyed
schonl leavers in Lambeth make ap 3
per o=l of London’s iodal. There are
12 E.nmg penple for every jol vacamcy.

I ihese fipurcs cCAnOOL S&Y i3 Che
laimilistion and [rustraton of voung
Macks. The only growth Indusiry i
Brixton iz the labour exchange, where
ihey built 8 new extension a couple of
vears back (o accomodate the crowds.

Young blacks spend their days on
sireet cormers of outiide the TepEac and
soul shops in the coversd market,
listendig i the records they can never
affiord.

CuTs

The cansss are obviows: in the last teo
vears 169 firms have left Lumberh and
amly 61 moved in, a nel redoction of 25
per oend in faclory space. With 1he
largest emnplover, the public ssdor, it's
Lhe saame.

Cldber Wesl Indfians rememnber wilth
tired amusement Lhe London Transport
recriiling campaign o the Carilhean
anied the visit of & Tory bealth minisier 1o
recrull bospital workers. The minisvers
s was Eonoch Powell.

Hecession and the ciuls bave changed
all that. Local bospstals bhave been
chopped: the Welr and Soath Losdan
Women's Hospital have gose and
Kings faces closure of its casualty
department. London Transport oper-
it with a ataff shorage of maose than
10 per cont; and has Facsd wavape cuts in
i3 revense support grant from the
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Deparimcnl  of the  Environment.

Local people can only scratch their
heads: i Tares rise and jobs nre lost why
nol take oo more workers to restore
wervices]  Why  confinue o pay
compensation 1o the former owmers of
thie transport services? They haven T yet
had a satisfactory answer,

LAUGHTER

Anti-immigration propagands does-
n't cot muoch ke among the white
population of Brizion, Transparent!y it
iz maM hlecks who are laking white
jobs. Blacks are taking no jobs at all.

I was [oolish snsugh o sugpest 1oa
groupof blacks thal the Matvonal Froal
mighl Iry a provecalve demonsiranon
in central Brixton. When the laughter
had subsided and the ears wiped sway,
they Lobd me how the blood would ron
in the guliers.

Bt 5% pot just that. I sn°c liberal
drivel o say thal Brixion @ genuinety
maulli-racial, Whites don't share the
ignorance oo which racism s based,
Down  the road In - middie  class
Streatham the ME recruiis heavily, bat
in Brixton it is regarded as & big joke,

What b5 nod a joke 55 the Tortress on

FASCIST canvassing was dismupied on
& April whcn the Anli=Mozi League god
word of NF members touring & bocal
exlmlbe.

SWF and Socislisl Unily supporiers
Fodlowed the NF, who gl horrildy lost
— they'd ull been shipped in from

aalside windered throegh the
covered marked (o jeers wnal shouling
unid dnok refuge in n Wimpy Bar.

Wheen unti-fascisis fokd the munager
wha bis codomers were he refised 6
serve the NF, whu were only rescued
by the wrrival of three vamdosds of
Hpecied Patrol Larmwp.

| oresgrved  lor the  ywoieibg:

Photo: MAREK RUSHER {IFL]

the corner of Canterbury Foad amd s

blue uniformed inhabitanis. They see |

their joh like an army of occupatlon,

bt afeer the dramatse fallore of the |

black pobice recrultment campaign they
don’t even have qguislings 1o help them,

Like all such forces they are
mativated by fear, & quick glancein the
Canterbury Arms behinad the police
station will reveal the largesl, mosl
backward and higoted representalives
of & force mnad  Enown i
calipghtenment, But the knots of young

s m—

lor s |

blacks on street corners sUill scare thean |

winkess

Police knowlslge of ack poopis
doesn't extend Tar beyond Lord Patr,
[emrie Comstantine apd the Black apd
White Minstrels. Bul
aren't smiling and siupdid. ‘They don't

play cricket because thers's nowhers o |

thsese - blacks |

play. Ancd their onsske is ‘the muesic of |

the gheilo’, sings Hob Marley, Their
music i like them: it is young, black
andvery angey.

‘SUB-CULTURE’

As pwhite it’s not gasy 1o buikd up a
clear piciure buor in. Brixton there is
whnr sociologists disparngingly call a
‘sub-culture’. Blacks, particularly the
young, have reacted o depression by
recrealing the Caribbean socisty their
parents consciimsly zbandoned when

they armived om Enich Powsll's
invitaticon.
Whites, especially  copx,  seem

terTified by all might music, clubs thick

sight ol  backs salvaging
enjoviment from theic surroandings, In
Birixion when the cops tell yow to um

DEAR BNLIFJ"

READ Tﬁr NOTICE |
CﬁN.MﬂH% YOU BLI

YILLA ROAD — » cenire of squatter's resistance.

congpivacy laws, The most celebeared
use of the conspiracy e was when L8
voung blacks lromm  [glingron  were
:!Lq.LL‘d. up on “sus’, bealen up, and
‘copnfessions” - exiracted . Implicating
them in thefit pf the 1976 Moting Hill
Carmival,

LUDICROUS

The charpes were  ludieross:
‘conapiring with persons unknown fo
sreal property from persons unknowsm,”
But rheo the law savs you don't even
have [0 meer your co-conspirnior!

AnOld Bailey jury rejected most of
these charges, which has forced the
police torione down use of conspiracy,
bt amy wimeng black will =1l you he or
she ism”l sple= while the lows are <6ll an
Lhe sdatuie book

And there are plenty of other podice
powers, 'Sus’ proper is armest under the
Vagrancy Act 183 for ‘heing -a
suspecied person loiterinmg with intent
o commat & criminal offemce’,

There is an arsznal of further Lyes

giving the police power to stop and |

search; the Misiese of Dregs Act, 1971,
the Metropoditan Police Acl 1839, and
o range of local staheles. And they dare
all cmet,

The law extablishes the vipht of police
o o, seanch asd arcear smply oo the

{ pretest that Coe suspecd might have been

peng o commit an offence. Since
magsirates’ minds are well artoned to
police thinking, the cops gel away with

| Itevery time
with ganja snoke, and, ahove all, the |

SO |

diowan your recosd player it 150t a polite |

krock on the door bul a Gestapo caid.

The clubs  are  rvaided
N oo regelarity. You know ji's
comuig when they drop Junior Murvin
on the turmlable:

Pl unal thieves

In thesireel...'

The palice have speceal weapons
*sug” and

with |

| South Lomcon  podice
survey on ‘mugeging’ on Peckham Bye ©

UNVERIFIED

The atmosphere o which  this
terrifying nitack on luman rights can
tnke place is fed by medis hysterin on
‘mugging’. Wi paper has ever gerionsly
chaflenged unverified pofice aszertions
on the ‘racial’ character of  this
techmicalliy nomn-existenl el fence.

Oine example: about 18 monaths ago

' PLEASE] DONT
FOLLOWIN

0. THA .ﬁ:}u.

produced - a |

AALLY FOR A SOCIALIST
ALTERMNATIVE

with Brixton Socialisl Unity

JOHW CHASE, BSL by-sle-
ction - candidata, and  local
spaakers on racism, houslng.
unemploymant, haalth, educa-
flon, wagms

plus anil-racist sounds
and much, muech more, .,
SUMDAY 16 APRIL, .00 pm
8%  Anne®s  Hall, YVenn
Siresl, SWd, mear  Clapham
Conmmeasn Tufe,

GEEEHS

The MF arrlves in Brixton — sscorted &

Common ai night: As all gosaxd NFers |
kmvw, This was mainky young blacks |
rnhhmg ol white  ladies. TLocal |
residents wers pozzled.

The sectiben of the comman referred
tr was surroamibed by o bigh spiked
femee wilhh gates [hal closed al dimk.

Oy the most athlene old people
would try o walk through the pack ar
n.i|_e.]|.|! The police repart made (e Tromt
page of every parbonsl datly; only one
Lunday paper picked up on the troch.

O course theee |8 petiy sirset crlme
and in an ares ke Brizton those
responsible will be maioly Black. 1t may
be ca  eliche but  of comme
wiemiployment, bad housing - and




Arfands.

racism are the major causes, This &5
not becanss  of  some spividual
deprivation, but real marerial poverty.

DISADVANTAGE

Local  revolutionane:  like  the
Crovdon and Briston Collective poine
L3 another element: the slucation
system puls  black  children &t @
dissdvanlags from Lhe start, The most
glaring example is the Educationally
Sub-Marmal Schols, which have a 75
pet cent black intake.

E&EM v bazed om Lhe sluczlianal
thearies of Sir Cyril  Burl, - who
grigmitled most of Evsenck's ideas on
the racial inferiority of Megroes, ¥hen

Frioto: MARK HUSHER {IFL}

Burt di=d Iast year it was discovensd
thid bee hnd rigped the reduliz of many
of ki eaperiments!

Burl is pesdemically discrediced, the
libenkl esimblishment ivi<iniied, . and
ESh wdhowls corry o on s hefore,

Less dramatic bad jusd as seTious is
L sircrming systemein comprehensive
schonls, Most Blacks are in the lower
slreams, Since there s almost 0o
cliange in streaming TTom YeaT [0 year
Huis low estimate of their educational
ability becomes self-fulfilling,

The criterin used in slyeaming are less
acadenic  than® lidguistic, ' White
teachers oflen cannot understand West
[nedian dialect fand the children cannot

uisderstand the lsachwer). The. most
convenienl admimistrative descripdion
For ths lack ol commmcalion i
stupldity. Fromm there to the dole quess
it*s a saraighr line.

Here apain local pooplde anc struck by
the insanity of high reacher wnemp-
loyment,  growing class sizes  and
cuthacks in educational spending. The
salution B obvious, bul Hi-060E 15
aboul Lo imgslement ol

HOUSING

Ihe clegres expression of urhan
decay, the one voo can’l miss, is in
hausing Peode  grand  Yiclorian
{ucades are crumbling and houses stand
EMmpY. el moedes gulled by the
Lambeth Cooncil  bally  boys

Brixron faccs all the usual probloms
of public spending cuts Biiung ouse
building and rehabilimtion  pro-
grammmes, . But 0 las & few extra
provhlemes hesicles

Thestory startsin 1968 when a newly
glected  Tory  council sed about &
redevebopnenl progromme. The aim
wis Lo tnorease population density by
Budlding upeards instesd of outwards,

Une miassive crror dogeed the plan
from the oulsel. Many people in ceniral
Brixton were  ibepal  sublepants ar
renanis who did por flgure on any
record. Mainly black, they teosded 1o
live in premises owned by friends o
relptives. or simply labier-day Rach
mans.

S0 cooncil  redevelopment  pro-
grammes cremfed ' massive anforsoen
homnelessness, The Togies responded
by emcowrsging  landiords o evico
illegally, by paying EMWE extra for
empey properies,

EVICTIONS

Evenlually the podicy was stopped as
a Labour council was returned, he
[epartment  of the Envieommenl

| stepped in, and public spendimg culs

began 1o bite, This was nod aliruism
Far lrom . There just wasn't the

| money 1o carry on  redevelopment

mox did the evictions stop, Housing
Associations buying up properily for
rehahilsation still encouraged slhegal
eviclions,  albseit uumlliny.]}. The
demarcation of much of Brixion into
Housing Actsmi Areas with priority on
grants lor relsabilitation hasn't belped
eithet,

HAA teniss mean That the grant msst
be spent within five years. The wsual
pamern s for occupants. — wsually
squatiers — to be evicied, the hosse
boarded up...and then nothing. There
t no money to do the necessary work,

One such eviction happened in a
Flousing Action  Area lasi weck. A
Black sguatter fowid hinsell out on
the sirect dessing, leaving an empdy
howse which will probably stay that
way Indefinitely, The Homeless
Familses Unit makes insulting affers
like sccomodation in a hosisl for
alcohnlics amd the vicltim can only look
for another plncs 10 sgmat.,

ANL/ALARM

THE FIRST jolmi publle mecting of
the Anti-Mazi Leagee amd the AR
Lambeth Antl-Racist Movemcni last
week attrached S prople.

Am  cnthosipstic  crowd  beord
nutionol and locul speakers explein the
imporisnce of resisting the  Fascisds,
while Simen While of ALARM
explained that the cemirnl issee in this
cumpuign was Lohbonr sliwcks om the
rights of hiocks, throngh immigrutinn
Inws und Turiber resrictions.

Some MM responded (o @ cull in siop
the NF canvassimg in  Brixton las)
Salurday. A prediciably large mamber
of police pko wmived o prodec @
hunadful of combal jecketed ihsgs.

Local pesple showed what ihey Dell
by learing up NF leafleds sod joiming
ihe unili-fuscisd picked.

An even higper lurn onl is planmed
for 15 April, the sl Salnrday of the
campaign, Be ol Brizios (hval ot
1020 i stop ke Faseisis,

In this particular instance Brixion's
miclnight slogan painters arrived in the
Housing Action Area. "Where's the
Action? they painied on the howse.
Where™s the honsing T

A1 Lhe muoamienl, sgqualling s the main
amswer. Briston's squallers are highly

organised. Siresls ke Villa Road and
1 Agnes Flacs are only the best known
examples of a movemenl which spans
ack and while communities and
alfers & real, il lemporary  answer.

AcCRLA egtate 1o Tubde Hall just abxwt
aums  up  the  Lambeih hoosop
sitnation. 200 flata were cmpiied In
preparation  [or & modesnsisation
programms which never came. 13are
nove squaited with apparend sympathy
fromm the tenbmds on the rest of the
estare

Again the splution is transparent,
when building workers quese up ar the
lahour  exchange amid  rodfing
properlies and empey onworked sibes.
Again il is only the people who se= the
naanary. The bureascrals and properls
Epscmdaiors  are happy. enowph.

Baciam i howsng allocatson s lard
o pim down, bt i is there neverbe-
less. Linpiil recently Lambeth Council
marked ils prospeciive ienamls on A
scale of <% corresponding (o the
prading of the esiabes

Alack peopie inevilahly figired low
oo the  prading  becapse  they were
ilrezady in the worst kousing. Even oow
e ol - mlerviewer  has- massv
srwers lo sl apdiicantis.

CHAOQS

Lambeth's  homeless: -are - digpeo-
portionaiely black because they were
the majority in Hiegal enances. Aol
the homeless pe no choios where they
are housed,

Council howuse applicants bave 1o
state their racial origing which The
council pdmits fo be part of 2 policy of
dispersing hlack commuanities. [i hasn't
gid very far becanss the number of
hinneless is conotinoally  rising - and
almost po-one 5 housst from  the
formal waiting lisi.

It iz a picture of wiler chais,
compoundsd by Lhe fact that everyone
keows that the money is there, Where's
it poing?

The: money paid in inleresi rales Io
lnan sharks Is more ihan the iodal
Lambeih Coancil income In rests, and
thai doesn'l inclede the EVim paild
ammuafly im fabse cluims amd nflaied
comiracis.

Fhe permanent wailing bsl lgares in
another of Brizton's many scandals:
nurseries. In 1974 & GLC survey
reveled only 2751 oul of 24,000
Brixton under-32 in full fime Dursery

places,
NURSERIES

It mever increased. All  nursery
provision was cut and the terms of the
writing list mprrosed o include only
those children reckonped b coame From
viedent homes, Stll there were oo
many on this list so 5l was cul aghin.

Lambeth women might have drawit &
little reliel from the relative sase with
which abortions are available In the
borough. Bat there's a sting im the tail,

T'his is & black woman's evidence
to the Mational Abomion Campaign
Tribunal last year: ‘1 did pet an NHS
abortion, but ['ve sinee foand oul thai
my doctor thimks his black patienis
hreed inm muech. He doesn’l give while
winmeen aborlions or the pill bevuuse he
wumls 1o keep them in dhe home.” She
akso spoke of foromd sterilisation of
black women after aborbions
deliveries, a barbarily that many in
Brixlon experience.

Murwerics, sterilisation, the closwre
of a maternily hospatal — Lambeth
ciouldn’l kawe dome better if it bad been
WILEINE & CONSCIOUS CAngsalgn againsl
womeen and clildren.

O was it? Local abortion actlvists
are  sLill campaigiong  for daycare
ahorlion facilities and there ane lears
that existing facilities may Tace fortier
culs. You can'l win  either  way.

WALLPAINTERS

Brixron, unlike most of Britain, has
i fhourishing armmy  of  pofitical
wallpainiers whi give Lhe place the Teel
ol & back Amencan ghells 8 &
soulbern European cily,

Uinder a rallway bridpe in central
Brixion is painted: 'Class war, pot race
war’, Much abused by the fascists this
phous sentiment has stayed put fos

¥EAls, .
The squatfing movement, the
abortion  campalgn,  fights  on

greogdoymeent and  increased  bocal
invodvement around the clections are
beginnimg to give that abstract desite
some reality.

Mowhere & il mane nesded.

IN BRIEF

Brixton Campaign Trail

BRIXTON Sociplist Unily . siill neesds
your momey. And il s6ill needs yow.

The campuign bhoy brosghl  ost
leaflets on fmmigralion and natios-
ality, women, the problems of voug
peiphe — andl more are plasmed, The
dillicully is: they don't give ibemselves
ol il ihey don’n come for free,

We need help Tor biliz canvassing
amd leafieiling of dhe constitvency in
the lasi week  before 200 April.

Phone (F1-2T4 HE4E L Tind oul aew
you cun belp. And mxh Uial mosey (o
Socinlist Unily, ¢/o 182 Upper Streci;
London NI, Chegees payabie do
Socindisl Uniry.

Swindon Socialists Unite

SOCIALIST  Alkemace, & hroad
grouping of sockalisis, is siunding =
canifldaie im the Thamesidown Council
ehectioms in May. He is Bob Chorley, m
shieetmicial  worker who did  his
lppTl.'nHl.'l;'l.hip wl Plesseys im Swindom,
writes MOIRA KELLEY.

The [Labour Party condidate s
Conncillsr David Hobbs, e bhas &
record of supporting the right wing in
the labour movement — incheding
speaking oot apainst the bakers® srike
al a Counal meeting.  Socialise
Adlsance & challenging him o 8 pulbdic
debate during the campaign, )

A teacher and an active member Oy
the Indian Workers Associalion in the
local communiry his already agreed o
come and speak in support of Socialist
Alliance

54 emhroces supporters of  haih
Sipcialist  Chullenge - and  Socialist
Waorker (including members of the
1M and the SWP) This is & resull of
moch fruitful and often sharp debate:

All decisions and positions of &my
responsthility within the cimprign are
subject i vating. For exumple, Bob, o
SWF member was nomimaied by his
areAnsElion  al o an  open | Eleelion

meeliog, o candidacy was, discussed
apd putl o the vote — wihdch was

unammaeas. A Bogielist Challenge
supporter, proposed by oan  SWP
member, was  elecied as ageni.

The open natwe ol the Gunpaign
has also enabled ws o redch oul Eo
immigrants,  especially  tee Astan
copumuity, 4 swmber of whom have
already indicated Snberest.

A bip turpout i3 expected  when
[Mancnn Hallas (SWFY and Tarig Al
(Socklis Challenge editor) will speak
# an eve of section rally on 3 May,

An encouraging sign thal 54 & on
the right [oe i & comment OF Des
MalTat, TOWL sleward al Plesseys
Hydrawhes: 1 an' a Labowr - Pariy
penber, and have vobed Labour all
oy Bife. 1 was very suspocions of 54 Lo
bepin with but | am backing this
campaign because ot only does It
gland for a'real socialist alternative but
it i alee & democratically run brosd
front where ¥ou cAN ArgeE your podnt.
And [ think it could ‘do well*

Loughborough ANL <«

'Y ACTRESS Miriam Karlin was the
main spenker at the firsd mecting of the
Anti-Mazi Leagus in Loughboroogh.

Well over 200 people - also beand
Labour councillons, & member of the
AUEW-TASS Bxecutive, the chair-
persan  of  the  local  Intee-BEacial
Solidary  Campaign, a  former
president of the loeal KUS, the
seepetary of the bocal Socialist Workers
Party and & leader of the Asian
community.

Stewards kepr out one of 8 amall
proupof NF members who tried to pet
1 with & camera,

The AWML plans 1o taks up the MF
leafletting campnign in lecal schools
and the hamssment of the hlack
oommunily, ¥Mention was made of the
harassment of an Asian family and o
sdeath thrent received by one of the
platform speakers.

The AMNI will alsg héwe Do coanlber
the probmhle NF general electlon
candidate throngh mass lealetting of
eslates and a campeeign Lo siop Lthe NF
using  Ioch schoods ' for  meetings.
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Labour’s housing scandal

The Labour Government is keeping workers homeless

or in slums, in order to boost the monevienders’
profits. Last year a Govermmeni ‘Green Paper’
proudly boasted that the housing shoriage was over.
But the facts show this claim is a lie.

In Britain today over three million
famibics live in homes thar are rotting

of overerowded. And new shams dre |

being created faster than odd ones ire
repatted . or replacsd,  Governmeni
{igures -show that in England and
W ales alone cver 00, (00 houses and
flats are offickally classilied as unht
{or-people (o live in - thid medans Be
ceslings are Talling-im o the walls are
mmortanger of oollapse
A Tarther million bomes are Ecking
a bath, ananssde W0 o hot waler and
miore thiun & milhosn in England aloae
wre oflicaadly "I but stdl need over
CHON spenl on them. Aasd fhese
figures don't include shoddy council
homes whach, Suk 1o profileering and
shoddy wark by contraciors, suffer
[roam I:-ul'.-lli:l:_.l. defecls  of damp
conditions 5o bad thar tepants refuse
Lo bve b them
Mesnwhile over & nublbon [aaalies in
England and Wales alone are walllng
{for coundcl] houdeg. AS many. are
sharing omadation, oflen agpins:
therr wishes, becawse of the housing
shrpage. [n 1976 the official figure
{or those wotally homeless was double
the 1971 fhgure — and [our times the
[ Lotal,

EMPTY

At the same fime Lhere are & nllsi
nowmees kept completz=ly emiply
include 185,00 wecond homes, and
properties defiberately kept emply by
speculators and [andlords waitng for
a high enough renl or sale prest —
thoagh it i trwe Lhat & number would
he emply al any Cone §us throwgh
reanks moving.

Faced with this crisis, the Eaboar
Giovernmenl is actively working 1o
make it worse — to the benefil of jis
friemds in  the City and the
Imternational Monstary Fund

Im the five vears emding Aprid 1979,
the Governmenl will have made an
incredible 40 per cend cul im the
armvount spent on lkiing vew hosses
and buying and repuiring old ones.
And howsing's share in all publkc
sperding will have Taflem from 1481
per cent in 1974-5 jo B.6 per cent ol &
bigper poaal an 19789

How can this be 5o when poliicians
of all parties iedl as that the (ol
RN spent-on housing B rising (0o
Fasr ang mast ke cad ol Becaose less
and less of what pets spenl omder he
heading of housing schually goes ineo
providing or repairing homes — and
mare and more of 1 goes S0l0 pAVLILE
imiersst chirrges 1o Oy [inamcices

In 19688, 74 per cent ol all msony
spent om housing wenl on bullding
and smpraviee homes. This yvear the
totnd his Falben o only 38 per cent
The rest goes o repaying debrs and
pitying interesi.  Labour will do
nothing Lo stag the financiers tnking

These |

their ever-erowing shice. 5o cuts in the
spending on ‘real” housing are made
irnsd emd,

Fvery new howse bult in England
and Wales i 1975-6 cost £1542 in
inferest coirges 0 Lsal yeal alone,
The todal amount paid in interest o
linanchers on money borrowed for
hasuskig rose from £570ma vear in ihe
mid: 6 1o menly £150084 8 year in
the mid-"T05. Each vear two-thinds of
all muoney spem by local councils on
hasiessrig goes in interest on borrowed
MIEHIEY,

COwer oisg hundred councils in the
comnlry pay ol mors in interest than
thiey  per n renes, . Mescastle, [or
instance, pokd £16,3m Rasl wvear, as
agRins: £9. 4min renl incoome. [espiile
all the talk ahout "sabsidsed wenancs'
the fruth iy thal couscil [CRADLE AMRE
subsiddising  the loan sharks in the
Ciry.

SLASHED

Aoned these subsidies are not being
cul. Far feom i in the vea years from
April 1975, while real wages were
falting & never before, average
council rents rose by 40 per ceni. And
L Chovermmend says they maest rise by
anacher 5 per cent in the nexi five
wWiEALE.

Meanwhile spending on reparirs 15
falling becpuse of the culs, and more
and mare conneil estabes rol @wdy inio
glums. In Iskmglon, for example,
eelates are now repanied oy every
14 yenrs imstead of every eight. In
Liverpaspl - there &  an eanmaied
hacklog of 0000 councnl  Taoamees
needing repairs, Mznwhile joba are
Inet in council mantesance depar-
menks and tenants musd pay fof more
repairs Themselves

Morey for cooncils o acgulve old

lrw
STEPHEM
WL

homes 10 order Lo popalr, them has |

been slashed by-4% per cent Thas year
%0 has spending on granes loprivate
awisers [0 repair their homes; the
nuzber of such grants fell by 64 per
el Betwest 1973 and 1976 and the
number of council mortgages fedl last
vefr (o & quanier of whal 1t had been
ihe wear before, This leaves workerd
wishing 1o buoy older hiouses al e
mercy of the building soceelies, who
discriminats againsl applecants  in
inmer-city, - poor  and  often black
Arear.

The nei tesull was desciibed Lasi
year by Shefter: "The pumber of
heuses declining  nts unfitoess aor
miwjer diseepair cach year is now sgual
1x the nomber of hoosss being
improved and sloms  demidished,'
Meanwhile the bailding workers
uniom UCATT estimanes that 00, 0K
huilding workers are unemplayed. i
areas  of  high  uremployment  like
Tyme apd Wear, X1 pes cent of all
unempdoyed  mabes  are  batlding
workers — B0 men. And this in an
aren wilhsome of Ue worsd housing in
the country?

GHETTO

Labour Government policy, wel-
comed o the Toricss, isto make these

robdems worse by contimuing to cul
Eui_ldi:ng., while putting  maore
emphasis on building for e, This
means that the availahle howesing will
be allocated by wvour akility o pay,
insrend of by how much youomeed it

And the way owner-ocoupsers are
subsidised, through ax reliet, means
thit the mare you can afford 1o spend
on i house, the mone subsidy you gel,

Meanwhile thosewhocan'Laltord o
by thedi own homes will B suck

Tl

in the council sector, which will &nd
up &5 a ghetin for the 'deserving
poor®, thiss helping 1o divide the
working class: O couse, ar the
moment, most familics would prefer
Lix own their own homes If offesed a
chodee.. That is  partly  bBecause
sucessive Governmenl policies mean
thar it makes more fnancial sense. amd
partly hecamuese pwmers have mose
control over their hames.

Bzl imslead of bringing in (#ndn
contred, and building  esrates ':'ﬂ.lh
proger facilities instead ol cheap-jack

i

i

concrete barracks, Labouwr prefere o
use Ihe bad pase whael Ceodncil
Moremoracy - s piven o o public
rended BOusing, &% a0 exXouse 1o
expand e privaie secor, @ the
greater peolil of the loan  sharks,
tuilding societkes. land speculalors
drd pProfestanisala .

In  the  five seargs @785,
O er-oeclpiers spent 01257 meliion
Lt fegs ©0 estare Apenls, solisitors.
SUFPCVOIS and ol parasiles
whenever they bought o 2old a lowse.
That money could have buelle 156,260
counzil homes,

=0 L present policies contine the
plight of the homeless and ili-housed
will only worsen. Waiting Jizis will
grow; whai new conngil housing there
i% will be-af poarer quality; rents will
rises and sloms willreg unclessred. The
onls onss b benefil wall be . che
buvilelers,  lamd  spevalarors,  and
frrancieTs.,

Clearly itds theear o the living
wianlards of all working people mss
be Laken wp by the labcur mivemen:,
Butthe only merion b dakz arhe level
of raficaal policy has come (ron the
publiz employess uniom MUPE. 11 has
published 2 pamphisl, jointy with (he
reacarch project SCAT, called  Lip
apadmsd g Prick Wall, from which
mast of the facte in thic &rcle are
taken, It v & valupkle surce. ol
ammunifion on the bonsing guastion
{od every socindist and rrade anicmist,

STRUGGLE

Bar the pampliler fails 1o draw the
abvious gocialisn conclusion — that
ithe so-called “housing probism’ is in
fac: ‘& Tent, inverssr omd o priofil
problem, towhich the anly =aletion is
{1 takes the lund, Aznancial instirutions
and ouilding indizstry ar of Lhe hands
of the profit-makers.

Instead it calls for an expanded
coundi! building prograsmme and the
relorabon-of 1he cuts., 10 alw calls oo
the TLIC o eadl o ore-day sidbional
comderence of arlifidled umions [0
discuss  the Government's  policy
staterent: harmless enough, bud nos
enactly a call o set the Blood vingling

The Gsues raised by renane and
COMMUnITY groups must be laken up
bw trade unionists al broach and
workplace lewel, ‘amd rhe snzegle in
improve . and  democratise  housing
shiuld be ﬁupgul:ﬁl by the strength of
grpanised labour, Trades councils
coulid play & eo-ordineting role hers,
Whers they are oo lethargic 1o acl,
wions whost members are inviolwed
dlirecify i the housing figld cantake o
lead, as can Lhe anti-cuis cnmppigns,

Same nf these poines are hinled
in the conclizeions oF the NUPE
pamphlet, 2l lexst in a mildeér, maore
‘el fcial” form, and are apparently
MLIPE policy. 50 is the wdes Lhal
trades couscils together willh Lenant
and  cenminumily wroups,  should
aoiiror fliels bocal coumcil's houakng
navestinenl programme.

Hew  much pressure’ and en-
courapement will come from NUPE
neadquarters to belp branches furn
these adens jnoo actien is, of courss,
anather question. But mank and fils
militanis . cen and rmust- raise the
guestion themsslnas, o point ot 2
aay that the labogr movement can
take up che housop guestion

FEGGAE WEAMSET RACIEM: Denelii
fed A Lamibeth AsdlRBcial o
mant. With  Waaky {maold  ropgpas|
Muthowna [discy aound]  Pleasss
Zonme i Beisinn sound). 2@ Warss Sall
S Aphanseua Ad, Looechon G
Clapram Common Teoa, 22 Apil
Bpm. fom. EV. clemania 50p. Bar

EARF!Campalpn Againai Ratan W
Fasciw=) & page SPECIAL — For
maes  disgfnBubess O ant-racal
rousE b3 COounibEr The ramel el
liieal propapeeca, The nicwspaper
loima makss 4 = vdady Impomant
peopagensls  waapan In the
sgainal ragiam. Oroer How,  Bulk
oetlirs 1@ par GODY [pm poadegal.
e Tash wie ohdars s Asll-Aochal
“Arii-Fancial Co-ordinaling Comme
isn (BAAFCC), Boo 33, VE Lippwe
Stawat, Lewedon M1
CARF Ko, 4 NOW OUT. Price f6p
{Rulh ortirs 12%p & pAp). Fealure

kght |

WL SPLIT-SPARTACIET  Lengue
tyunded. Spariacizi Leagus oobic
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Laredor WL

ASIAN WOMEN IN BRITAR: Ameil
Willson, a treelance joumalis wha has
mrisinn A ook o0 Aaiee wcrsn b b
puhiligha:d e this yearn, will lad his
discusdion 4 ihi msiicuis o REos
Relailgne on Tue 18 Agell 3l B.Cgm
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e linsmcd o D @ SUGSEEG || Maids
shit  mdi  supponm ol UTOM

| supporiers and syepalielic groans

gnc  Indwiduss  tamughiadl he
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wen maey showing ab ihe Insdibete ol
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Terror Act sensation Long Kesh -
at student conference

THE CRUDI and brutal lengths to which the British | Constabulary before the European Courl of Human

Coovernment will go to silence critics of its Irish rule
wierenakedly displayed lost week.

In police and Army operations in Derry and
Manchesier, iwo men were arresied under
Prevention of Terrorism Act on their way 1o address
the Blackpool confercnce of the Matlonal Union of
Siudenis.

Ychim number one was Jim Gibney,
the Belfasi Relatives Action Commitiee, which
campaigns for political staies  for Republican
prizoners in ihe North of Ireland.,

Gibney was due 1o address a fringe meeting in
Biackpool organised by the International Tribunal on
Britnin's Presence in Ireland. He was arresied under
the FTA on 5 April as he siepped off a plane in
Manchester. As Socialist Challenge went o press, he
wiis still being held in Manchester Detention Cenire.

secriciary of

Victim number two  was Michael Monigomery.
Monigomery was one of the 14 wilnesses who testified
to being toriured by the British Army and Roval Ulster

the |

Righis.

He was due 1o address the studemt conference on
the treatment he received. He was leaving his home
on Thursday when he was arrested snder the 'TA by
British soldiers, One i is reporied (o have said 1o h|m.
“You don't think vou're going to Blackpool do vouw.”

Liibney has recently been relessed from Long Kesh
prison in the North of Ireland, alter serving 14 monihs
on remand.. The charge was evenlually dropped.
Monigomery has had no dealings with the security
forces for iwo vears, and has just speni six weeks in
hospilal.

This latest atiack on civil libertics and Ireland
has nol gone onanswered, The NUS conflerence seni a
telegram of protesi to the Home Office, and in
Muanchester on Salorday a pickel was held oatside the
Detention Centre in prodest atf Gibney's arrest.
Members of ithe United Troops Oui Movemeni,
Socialist  Workers  Party, Internationzl  Marxisi
Group and Big Flame were among these whao
utiended.

__l.i'_-J‘
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US conference backs

International Tribunal

At the National Union of Siodents’ conference in
Blackpool lasi week, under ‘a2 bhanner which read
‘Break the silence: Stop the torture’, Jane Crawford,
secrelary of the International Tribunal on British
Presence in Ireland., addressed a fringe meeting which
swelled (o more  than  Iwoe  hondred  delegaies.

All the major fendencies on the lefl were present,
as well a5 the vast majority of the Morthern Ireland

delegation, AILEAN OWCALLOGHAN reporis.

Prio - Ashby of the RNES cdemandes chal the exRecurive
pEeciive rel Firmed that rramdae fls sponsorehip for
body’s  sapport  Tor ke e Tribieal inin something
Intermational  Trobunal, and | more concrele by prgamising a

maliopal sctivists' conl=rence
was placed firsl aa Lhe list.
Supporied by more Lhan 67
delegntions from constilusncy
arganisaiions (he lapgest ever
sigparl  for an  colerpeney
motiony,  the  inobon  was
unconsrituiionaly carved up in
the steering commilies.
= It wanzlel e facile o sugoest
Lhat what 15 hs

pening inothe
BLES tesins could be regeated

rupparters of the Silitsnl i
the Laboar PEry announced
thal Ly o0 weould Tulls back
he ULy,

Pievlouely im the wesk at the
conferenes itaelf, the axecutive
was censoled for its nactivity
o Lreland.

A motion from (he Miskile
oK Palytechnic -
exiending the mandate  f
aork  onothe  tribunal was

oversneimingly passed, as wis al L uninn  coaferences

the el 1o invite one afl the Leanorsiw, Pk ol weould b

Strastoure: 14 1o address the [ stapid 1, sugeest that  (he

criferenos, Trigdmal  will =zl have un
When il came 1o the slages in lmizast o the libouwr move

the comlerence  when  emnar Hacisl,

pency moanns wers placed an | Already.  irades . coongils

the agends. @omabtion which | fraditiopally dominated by the

SOCHLIST CHALLERGE 13 AR\ 19TH naga 1y

that the level af propaganda by
Troops That supporters shogld
drop as o activity  for o Lhe
Frilunalimereases — guile the
e,

Comounisr Pary are sending
delegries b0 rhe  planming
cammiiiee for rhe T"i'.':'.l.-l.ll
Thus esstnblished, the Tribunad |
whise brisl s merely Lo |
investigale allzgation: of B
150 Crimes = pdsses b the entire
solidarity mavement the geest
inn of Thry  they  showld
respond
The mass movement sgeeded
in Britgin - will' only be
assEmihled aroond the demand

v the context of developing
uri-rtl action 'with forces who
don't suppart the inneediake
withdrawal of toops, 0 s
TEeCERsATY T0Eer up propaganda
and vee it to cxplaln that e
el wny b defear reprssisi i

'T':H:lr":"i i Plur ', Bt Loy Bt |"\.r|:"..i:\-r Britaln's rele n
experietod hias showi thal such | freland

& movemenl cainst be bailt For  that  line to  gain
without iegard 1o what s | credibilite, Troops Ot sup-
iaking place i Lredand rorters need ta actively boild

Chere - was po movement in . tqe Tribunal and go theoneh
Heitain on Ireland until the ' she experienee of the Triburml
civil righis explosion in - 1568 with: thase Forss who do port
The pernd: of mass mobifisa:  wel hold & “Troops Qwol”
itong in Ireland and 'no opo’ posikion

arens was when the soldidirity Building the Tribunal is nee
movement in Brilain, in the  fhe only way supparl can he

form ol the Aabi-lnterdisient  won for Troops (ut in ' the
League, reached s heseht.  comming memihs — bul ilds the
Foday, Lmited Bl Im-  best way. Alveady it has taken

pactant atep: have been taken
1ot v Che mass resisiance in
the Six Couscics

£ steet mobilisaions in
Iezland develop, =2 will the

the imene ol Tredand ot @i
whiere hefore it las baerely baen
whispered
The cvants Basd ek ar rhe
s somlerence showed

(St [ !'-"'I rm_':_':n'-:"l::'li'lg;_il anth the pe=d for the Tribunal
WA Toaps L _"..{n'.-:'-;r.:_'l'.l M | oand  the “enthusiasm L can
Britain, This is med to drgne | generite,

7y R P 1 T
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Tthe exals cnosed by this hasic

| ol appositicn parltamentarism,

| etter

On trendy types

and subversives

EVERYONE in Ireland longs for peace. Interpre-
tativns of peace have many vague snd varied forms,
bt as for as those of us in Long Kesh are concerned
there can be no peace withowul justice,

the srugghe for freedom and
pational libergiion; o genera
rigm aptly nimed TThe children
uf "8R8 Abuse has been hefped
ar thern - froam mandy SOURees:
howrgesis poliicans, - com-
menzators and all shodes of
rendy . type  liberals  amd
socialists who are themsehves
determined o awodd  diren
canfrontnzion wirh the Stase,

These same “irendy  ivpes'
aainl 1o mistakes and - weak-
nesses of  the struggle and
threaren tn withdraw solidarily
with i1, Thev mever at@mpl 14
rectify these wrongs by particl-
peetiog, o the stpupgle and
chanping what is wrong from
within.

Many who paricipate in the

When on imperiafia e
aocupies a counlry, evervihing
alleraards becomes unjust, 1o
Trelind there have boen various
adtemrpls o Dzl o whitewnsh
ikiese injuatices, bur the basie
ong of  forcign  occupadion
FCIRALEs

From partirion in: HE1 oot
AE, the Mationalist people ol
the Morth hud toput up withe

injustice - while
rEpresenintives
wrked within

thesr - ehecied |
fenacmsly |
e framework

v marticipasing i this parlia-
menstary Facade, the Matiomalis:
politicians were releasing some
of e Trosremtion of  the
minerity through  defszle and

argumeni.  Mevertheless  thew | fight for natiooal  libermtion
were petiing nothing  doeae, | recognise thers are faulis in the
expepl giving  Lhe  Storoeont | oway thestruggle iz being waged
Parliament a degree of copdibi= | bur they also recognzse that the
lity semiERbe st comfinee wilil the

el i achieved.

lam convineed thar we ane a
leat bretber ol T o THAET W Wits
in 196 and Llal e aig Sormesl
1o continue the armed soragele

[p-was argued by some that
aprt Trome & fow flaws which
Becil 11 rEost western demno-
riicies,  the Mogth of . Ireland
svaben was fair and | demoe-

ratle. Whai this ignored wps | Tor national  lberaton and
thor the MMatinoatists were des- | socalizn,

tinegl 1o Temein @ permancol Through our TesstARse
gpposition withan: muscle oo | heve piven the once down=

tradden Botionalis pepatation
a sense of pride and we have
imade the Brits and  LoymEsrs
realise thar we are no lomger
prepared o accepi ciscrimimi

power - betmose ol the very
mitnies af the religions divisins
7 thie Fonnelations ol the Slate.

The Brits and varioos Bour-
oo politicians 0fes ascuse

Eepuilicans of  being anti- | rionandinjestize.

demecraric for refusiog o | The Brt: and their agents
pirlicipare o elecnions. Bur | shaold realise that the Children
srehy gver Uy oiust realise | of 68 nolonger accept glossy
thial Matioagliars ave achigved | coars of paing al Face valoe.
authiig I 50 vears of palitics | They  never will, and  the

vimeple wan't ccase until the
people ol indland ave allowed o
dectde Hher owa fuiee,

Can the - Britg noc see that
despite all their repression thers
15 atill mo ggn of an end Lo
resisrance?

»qu.w..-;;l'. pormal. parbianmentary
channcls,

[is wiradd still have been ot
._3_,::| it weers nat For what Ihu-e
overs ol parlinmertary demao
acy call funbew el praciices’
ardl TenbvErsive gelivibies”.

It owas 1960 whken alleped Teis rime Boy Sason and hig
subversives ook (ot direers  pssaciares in 0 the Morthern,
apid o reiecied  the odthodox | Trelenst O fice recogivised R

pirlimmentary Semaeeacy they | omd remaoved themelves: o
had experienced oz 50 years IIHIE.IJ al pll.ll-:'-u"l.l:_l. theie sray
Guver theugh a few rveforms | and the sulfering of the Irish
were - Agueczed o of :'hr.l peaple. The Childeen and if
Unioniss, the bpsic injustice of | necessacy the Cradehitdren of
cecupniion remained; indeed, | 68 will pppdae Brittsh rabe in
with the British Army in the | Irelamd ol they are allowed
sticets, moTe sothanever. the riglit of seli-determinacion,
S 1R o nEw gAarEnesy
has been created in ine genera
liorwho have born the brunt of

Yirurs
Tiolaudh Ar |
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INTERNATIONAL

UN troops in Lebanon

‘We're still soldiers’

As a massive debale is unfolding in Israel about its
recent invasion of Seuth Lebanon, and a growing tide
of opinion is forming against the traditional ‘seige
mentality’ of the Zionist state, UN troops are taking |
some of the heat off the Iscacli Government by
replacing its forces in South Lebanon.

Among (hese so-called ‘peace-keepers’ are
contingents of blue-bereted French paratroopers,
whose aperations from Vietnam to Faire, via Algeria.
are hardly known for thelr nentrality or benevolence.

SIMONE HAMELIN, & correspondent of the

e BOOD's | omet ar the
crance  were C“vetegans' of
Chad and Gabon. They

exchanged hinis  abowt  the
intentions of the soldiers who
‘ape doing & twour of the toen':

“There are only men in here’, |
Far one, "the probiem will be a |

month  from  bow',  For
anather: ‘1°s now, The leglon
s wiell arpanised they have
their own brothels."

Adriring glances were Gas
al a ciose-shaven woldies: “That

French revolutionary daily, Roupe, recently had an
“apportunily (o visit these forces in their positions. This
is her account,

WITH chaved tbeads undes | armived’,

their blue berels and pistols on
thelr hips, the Fremch para-
troopers 521 off for town in
groaps of bwo, Uhies of foar: 1
was an open barracks, Same ol
them even carried machine
guns; they kngw thal they were

Ak the gate, which an orderly
ogtfitted in a bulict-proal vesi
locked  and unlbocked with a
flick ol the wrisl, there was a
procession ol jeeps and trucks
In Fromt of the gate hawkers
had sel up in business, not

missing a trick, selfing lins of
beer by the  doren l

nioi very welcome here, evei il |
exaehiiant prices.

as they sald. ‘the population
started 1o refurn o wihen we

S |

Brother wa

In Leeds...

Leeds Unbversidy Lramian -.'1"!I1-|
Apnts wrlie:

AN lramdan sudent st Leeds

Unlversity has heen  secreily

irying Lo 56t ap 2 hrunch of The
Rusikhiz Party, the sinple par
of the Qrgnisn  dicialership.

Thie evidesnce is [Estimones

T

s g
L 5
5 ] r

—
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o, he has already :a(_'n:‘m.-.:!
e of them, right ino the
eye...” Which didii’t Stop one

soldier from thinking that 'all |

Lehsinese  woen are
chort on legs and nod ot all
tasly.’

wzky,

CLAIM

Ewxen thoogh he claims to be
kecping the  soales  halancsd
between the iwa camps, this

WO O nevertheless had hisown | )

sympathies: "The lizaell army,
thint*s o realarmy, nog ke these
eopis’ ) he sgid, pointing o the
{eclapeen,  “who don't even
kriow what they wanl The
| Tsraclis have been delading
shentaelves Wy oyears,
“And these kids of 14 who
pay with Elashenkovs, Todoy
they fired on the fown hall,
| Luckily thev didn't hit pny of
158,

Suddenly, remembering who
he was falklng o, ome sd:
Listin, ¥OU TS GO0iNE to sy In
vour paper that we're rapisls
amd  mitrderere. CYou don s
knrve what vonr wanl. Whan
we re in- France vou denson-
stpate. When we're lere s the
same: [n Lyon there was a hags
demonsiralio,

Aoniad what are your jobs! ‘e
the harcicks we Clean, repalr
the ardoursd cars, There afe
piles of them thal the ofhers
(the Letansse Arab Acmiy} setr
here. We stack up shebls. Fhe

.'I.!_

e of (he fime wewre 15 our
moailions,  beiwesn ihe- [wo

ke (pome other  lranpn
sludents in the presesés of o
solicitor, These people ‘atlen
| ded amall  pricare.  mesting
|_||:l||'|i e by Lhe srudent whnere
sedting up o Party brapch in
Lepds wis dscuseed,
Accordiig to the Shah: “A
person wno docs nod enter e
new palitical pary. s gither an
imdividiaal wlio belomes 1 he
st lasced Commenist Pacly, of
i ipest ey words it o traitos, Such
ari individual belongs i an
Iranpan prison...be is ool an
lranian, bz hes no oalion
[l Lraminn Prisee MUUsicr
waid i 190F "Failure S0 vl
[ would be accounted for, amnd
| would: be a @ brgach of
diacipline,”

PROTESTS
[he most important, aim ol
! the Rascakhiz Paroy has been 1o
mobilise. the lraoian  peaple

| Forcihly. in o the  interesis. ol

{ imperiabsm - and. - its - local

| puppet, the brutal moddacy
dicistorship of e Shah's
rERiTmiE.

The reaciion of the lranian
peopbe Lo nis efforl was elearly
demuopsreared imomass prodesrs
in Tabeiz recently, when the
chieT 1appet was the Rastnkhir
Parly headquarbers.

In Euwrnpe, wherever pro
Shah  societies  have  been
formed shey hawe - aoted s
covers for RAVAK, the Iranian
sepres  pobce; who spy
fanian emigees and siodents
and sbisTept the work of anti-
imperiafiss: The live: and

CREApS,

*Tust like & hodiday, isn't i,
Baus walt wntl i4 pess going!’
iz potnp? "Well, sure, we'ne
st sidiers!”

Colonel  Chatillon, whp
{inally arrived, is respenaible
foe pablic: relations, He ook

ot |he map of e region and
showsd me Lhe six points held
by the French, 206 1a 300 vards
from the lsraeh lnes, on Goor 7
af the rpads which convergs on
THTE.

The repson of Tyre-is in a
hotow, with  the  lsrachs
coeirching it on the suroeunding
ridges.

‘In fact”, ke old me, 'the

[sraelis couldn’l oocupy  this
region;  IF wodhd  cost  boo
dearly: the pround i un-
favourable oo & tradifional

army, The Palestinians gkl

fropdom ol Iranians woroad are
thias endangered

T hack this op we have a
gooument passed ono by dhe
Iraninn Embazsy in Ceneva on
‘Comativation - of  Pro-shkah
stwshenl - gociesies - abroad.’

Ay Eilernen o ==l up auchan
organBation in i country

poses wserbous Threl oo lranian |

sludenia.

The Lignian stikdents gbroad,
s pair of the [ranian peophes
moreisent sexinst the Shahi's
regione, wall sbasd Gul against
aiw aleeh netivities and won'L e
wsinzle pro-Shahk socieiy be set
up i any gt ol the world.

...and
Cardiff

CARDIFF college anthorities |

have released names and degails
of Frandan sfudests For nome
aeademie purpeEes,

Socielist.  Challenge s
pecEived  COmpEr  priai-outs
cantuiming Lthese detaily, ziven

| o theSufels Seevices O Ficer of

Vniversity College Cordilf kn
Junuary 1977,

The officer, whise diatles
imclnile  securly, claims e
wanled o speak Io shkdenis
whapul slopan padniing. He says
he cotitacted the sindeai widon
presideit abont this.

Flil Gray, ihen woelken
president, confirms this, bl
adds: “Bol T found [t srange
thai o my knowledge o

ammibash them from Lhe orange
groves, gnd with their Sovier
KBS ol eroarcsourcd car
woishd survive.”

Thix technical anabvsis nitl
fies  fhe declasasions  of
Wetrman (conunander of rhe
Israsli Forces), socbrding do

which L Zionist troops dida' I

peeupy the region out-olsa
hamaitirarian corcern o the
pupalapcen

FACTS

[ e auen of the French Laeoss
being o ‘separale. the - com-
batants', it mght  secm
surprising that they anc Iryanpe
1o conire] the Khasmiye brdge
— where there & 0o one 10

ECparare ’
For Colurmel Cliackibon s
simple; 'The regiol 15 Dver-

Iranion  sludeni WAt ever
confucled abonl the slogams,”

SURVEILLANCE

‘This  revekation  was  Firsl
imade In the paper The Cardiff
Link: Lr's rhe baiest im
dlsvirverics of sarveilbance of
[raminn shwdents, promgred by
Sacialist Chatlengs's revelation
«f Traminn Embhnssy sarveys ol
simdenls &1 the endd 4 Fasl vear,
[ . The Canfiff print-ouls give

Eﬁmﬂ;gﬂ wilh

| THIS is vour [250 chanee D gel
& Frms LUy o ihie December
1977 Tnprecar special on the
world econiemy . Al yow hove
i do s subscrite his meek o
{he nmew comhined [nterceas-
simenal Press S ingdeoT

Im itz Fhrst three monihs this
imierianional weekly has dem-
mnsdrated Hs philiry to comidme

regular news  covernge Wil
Marxlar - anulysis  of  world
dlevelopmenis.

For instamce, the lalesd Bs5ue
[Wol, 36, No. 4] indedes @
featire  hy' Erpasi
pxplaining why under copiial-
i * The More Food There Is,
the Mare People G Hungry 3 o
Firsd balunoe sheet of the kst 15
. years siruggle in Lutin Americs
i by Livio Maiian; an aaalysis of

i |

Intercontinental Press
L ©eCor

e suteame of dhe L nviners’

Manded |

armed, 5o nveriarmed  thae

witvore  wha wilks  mogur
airhont - @rms 0 considered
ahpormal; 10 & owanl o

recsrahlizh peade e musl ol
off the s 4t the Khismive

bristge...’
He welaed szidentally  thist
Israel  demanded  ro oeede.

Impliciily be ook as 15 oWn
he Javagh conditivne o the
neutralisation of - Ly =200,

Iae o regimemial  chaplain
aeked me fnol o maks an
analysis  which  dissorls  the
trowhs’ The Fadds, then,  doe

themse: i dmperinlis army 1
nesupying . one-sixthooof - the
poantrs The LN -prosades the
hlue helmets.

They ate setting oul, as ine
very lirst fask lo ensure the
evicuaton’ of the ‘pockers of
resisiditoe!

details of sfudents by mome and
facaity. They stafe ihe codrse,
qome infermatlon on edocel-
iomal hockgrowsd  wmd their
classificuting Tor fees.

Maost of ihis informolien |5
ot meceaary 1T 1he problem
was simply abegon  painting.

O Tramian atndeni  com-
menteds *1 (hink 1§ & woong
data chanbd be collecied wn the
husis of awr nationalily, Socm
il ormotivm  can be o pur da
dangerivus uaes’

sidke:  plus: arlicles on the
Brivtany ol spill catasienple,
the Ferpeli invaston of Lehi-
wirn, Imfernarional  Womes's
Doy in Canada, =md mEach
IMAWNE.

Single coples cost A [P
Tilp-pdip ), hai o sulseriptin
euts o ke cost  consideralt
and alsy makes sure Vi don't
mmiss ANy ks Hales nre: £
For ome yeor (4R Bsues], £5 For
siw months [24 iswoes], or £2.50
For an ntrodeciery offer of W0
lixugs, Wriie now  f0 Teters
continental  Presa Tnprecor,
Pi} Box 50, Tomdom N1 ZFX.
Al chiegues/Pilbs  shoakl  be
made aml o Intéreoniinental
Fress.




‘Petty bourgeoisroutinism’

French CP dissidents

grow bolder

The meaning of the lefi's
election defeal is beginn-
ing to sink home inside
the French Communisi

Party [PCF]. MARTIN
METEY ARD reports.

Twor dkays alfer [he second
found of the Slécnons, on 2l
March, a stalement by the PCF
Political Bureau was published
inthe parmy daily, L'Humandee
I'his stated clearly thar the PCF
*hears mo responsibility” for the
defeat of the lefi

Inst owver o week liler,
Charkes Filerman, (he secretary
ol the PCF Central Ciommitles,
made @ repaori along the spme
fines io @ meeting of the pariy's
federnl secretanes. He sliresed
thai the Socmlisl Party [(PS)

the
in

hamsed] |
laughiter!

fEnally
ired

speaker
the

| RESPONSE

Sucha response 15 o
wrprising.  Jeam  Rony, @
memb=r of ihe editonal board
ol the pariv's. main  weeskly,
Fraoce Moovelle, made Lhe
pnl in @ short artcle o Le
Monde on 24 March, "Afler o
deleal’, he wrode, ‘shouldn’™ a

party  examine i sormething
Ei'T amiss il il sCralegy
ands e in ity day-lo-day

application? The PCF Paticseal
Burcau excludes thes possibiabity
slcalght away.’

Rony'sarticle was the Tiest m
B oseries of publie crilcisms by
paACTY iiliRnLs, Mot ol winch

| replies

lies in the leacership's hands:
O U the party press 1o this
dEcussinn

Instend, howeser, &l that
I."Humanmiie cirries 38 velbsd
by PCF leaders v
annamed crities — 3 ndaculigs

| spectacle which satisifies no-

LI

The demand for real party
demogracy 8 Indesd ar the
biedrt of this discussion, In the

| bzt threeyears a sésfes of major

tems in policy have besn

carsed oul without any. prior |

W ETTAINE .

TELEVISION

Thus the proposal o drop
Lhe referende 1o *the dictator-
st of Lthe proletarial” was TFst

| discuss

Parly mititanis still have o

1 eemire] pver Ltheir leadecs. The

anly difference 19 That  morw
Marclhais and Ca. bow Lo
Bourpenis  Cpublic opindon’
instead of poMoscow -

FUTURE

Moling and Vargss poind oul
thar ‘revchstionary democracy
is the fresdom of malilants 1o
the  fwture, while
bourgsmis democracy i ol
the  fresdom oo discuss  the
past’, Whal more and more
PCF members are demanding is
the right nar dmaly 1o discuss
hut 1oy decide the party®s policy,

Ear this 1ime it is nol 2 cise of
a few Cisolated intellectoals'.
Many of  those wha  have
puhlizly expressed their oppo-
sition are members of PUE

secfinn or even federa
cormmitiees, Leaders of pre-
domimancly  working  class

[ederations such as the Morth
and Meurthe-st-Moselle have

also-  critizised  the ciode
‘workerism' of  the  panly's
eiartion campRig.

ECHO

I any case, Lhe debateis only
nive: beginning, A austained
campaign for  revoliionary
podecs can find an increasing
echa Inside the PCF as the

‘hears the full seiponsibility” | Rave been published in the | annouioed by Marchals on | .o oL wp eenonsibiiity! Tor defeat. leadership tries 1o cover ils
fiwr the delieal. iberal howrgeois - daily  Le | tdlevaswonl Thi s method Lok o | tracks. Already an opposition

Monde or the far lofi weckly | was  adepied  when  the' doubls could oo lomger be o base dtsell oo the leadership®s et wihich, . gl i
SWALLOW Politigue Hehdo, They have | leadersnip decided to support  conlained. A analysis ean ooly lead to "the | “tob o el ey Plerrar

surfaced here becwuee the parey | Franee's nuelear sirike fores in Tl PUF leadership claims o | parsdy of & dscussion mm-ﬁ: hns  proposed

Few PCF - militanis: bave | regime offers no chiannels for | May 1977 b guite -happy that thite 14 a " : m-bﬂ[fw";h‘rh-\:'rﬂ_'lthl}lﬂ[
found Il easy 1o swallow this | exiending the discission be The last straw came with the | discussion going oo bisslde the Twoother dissidents, Gerard | 0 o paper, Ronge,
fine whole, ‘At @ meeting of | yond individual party weis, | elections,  Throughatt | che | pacy. Indesd, they clie 1t as | Molisa and Yves Vargas, go
party. members in- the Sth POF feader Cieorpes Mas- | campaign, the PCF runks were | #vidence of thelr break with Upven further  tnoa  Tecenthe Such  diszussions; together
disirigt of Paris, for instance. | ehals has prediciabiy seen i | na mure than stunned  spec Salinism.  Bui as six PCF | peblished book,  Disloges | with  the F!rrn-:::r nnity  in
the . spesker ouollining the | this a “campalgn of the big IZ.d::-|.~~::-llf||.' feadership's twists - | infellestuals: — including well | Inside the French Communist -‘”"H’-.?l'-‘ against  the - govern-
thenies of Fiterman's report | bourgesisic supporied by | and luros, Bul chis time ‘the | known phiksophers - Louis | Parey They  argue  that | menl's Sustenily medsares, will
glaridd  fo Inser ks own | belevision, radio, and - the | hepes of the entice working | Althusser and Eisenne Balibar | “Stalinist roulinism has been | bedecmaveinshapani tse Tuture
criticisms.  This met  with | press”. But as the dissidents | class weore oz sitake. And when | — bave podnted oul, ihe | owsed - by peliy-boorgecis | @l warking class. polinees m
growing  amusensenl  unill | kave poimied oul, the answer | these  were  shattered, the | imsisience thal thas debate soust | liberad roatinism!” Franae.
1978
— -

South Africa’s missing
Marxists

In ihis insialment of hiz series on South Africa, SAM
MHLOMNGEY compares the 1976 wprising with the
proiests of 1960 and the Sharpeville massacre.

it unexpeciedly Soalh | When e ol e shootings
Alrica woke up on the morning | SI Sharpeville and Caps Town
ol 16 June i@ i block pupils' | meached ocher  ghetio  area
and stsdemly” revold. The fsae | 1more oo more worders slaged
wits the enforged teachsme wsing. | demomsirations . wnd 18
ATk ians Loath  Adrican | away from work, The Nigh
e, capital  alter Sharp

Within days.  dhese  were herefors ot surprising
gncToeus  marchss ol black | sidesing - the moosd

adents- in o Johanoeshurp's | wiriers
Soulh . Weaterw lownships
(Soewe-t0) and Preioria. The IGNORED
movement snpowballed, By 17

June young militants in Cape
Town toak to the srpests
Desirochion  agaimst  habed
mdividuals  and  governmenl
property  Became commion.
Beer halls, sheheens, municipa
bizikdings, some school boiid
imgs, homes of pofice and those

af el servanle directly hinked
wallh Opmresding werd . TaneeEts
ropelrol bantbh attacks

KILLED

& reimarkable fearure of the
youne militanes' revold s the
lugh Gundcr of people who
were-Kilied by the pobiee and
aris Even CORERTERTE
SsEmincs pEree andhs Goure al
1000 ded, ]

b 1l
kil|b=d

The nizmber af pe .-rll

guring 576 was thusden times
e rarmieT AL h.|.|.|l.:'.-.l £ 16
Gk This a5 ool beciise
Yarslerys  cEREmE 05 TR

brigger-hangy than that ol l5s
predecesor Versossrd

When the Pan - African
Lonpress m e made i call
Blacks to march o i
hearesl  podice slation - in
deftance .of fhe pass laws, -2
proab many of those whe ook
pasl wore workers. In those
areas where the TEEpINSEE WAS
goad industry was paralysed

L

Il gapils’ and students”
TS e wear kers were
i invalved  From [ g
The voune militnnis ignored
hie wirkers and < "I_r heinnediy
braaght “tham in Sepiember
Mlack wiorkers in Johannsshure
wiid (wver = oper cenl oF Cipe
Tawn's Colinired labowr Faree

Slapad Ewiy fromwork,

e ywomrne militanlc” mes
Irusta] Che workor s grew el ol
1 nomier of fa lll-: Poalitical
CEEresseE anad
deprvesd - Hus geerasion ol the
Iew Mipryiaes that Backs lad
Sy of them are in srison
wmve fied the couniry.

This vacuum Bas been fitled
h:. 1= Blkick Py DT
imigiligensin from ks oo
aznd - religionas - bdies
consclonsness, . black
phtbosaphy an

eyl o

Pt
ahsoalure hiach

rationaltivm gr2 the deminani
Liezds - gl Lhmse onew mgve
ISICCILS,

DEPRIVED

The South Al Slodenis’
ChpEnisatiaon and. the  Black
Peopie’s Conveniooy are U
represenlalives pas
of thie toends. Depeived of
ANy LilErnanonial Maraist

:i."\-hil\.".l feadl |

exiel e |

Sharpevilleand

easily assimnkeled Black: Fower
And in
-sectesd Mnrsism
Another siromg  enlluence
wis the ideas of Franle Fanom
— themsslves.n petiy bonrgeaas
trend. Fananism Gled well o
their peneral scheme ol things
dinmisses ol rsehl . Lhe

srnes W

| working chass as o loree [or

1NN II

Th

“hanee

The Atrican werk thg cliass 15
n privileged sliss in disbmciion
1o the ensemhle thal makes L
the petiy bocrgssic: Fanan's

copclasions aateally bave an
imerse appead o the Africar
pelly Buaurgeosie,

SCIENTIFIC

Rlarsisis

[0 -

i
15

“ale 1o these younp militnn:s |

botween
ani

II._ clear distinction
mecs - blask- radicalism
scaenfific sacialism

There were, hivwever,

il HiElTs

connections they ook op the | Sowete 1976

| Lorgabls

for  the young = mililanis
Tcrerend Ul 1976, ik
repulalvi reguuriing Usem to b

1At
wis Tesanded

OPPRESSION

In the arbian orens 1he blazks
WETE VEr [IGre [oweT t Tin
bt cran ulfairs, bl heconse
real anshority remaingd in che
s al the urban mumcipal
council (o white bodyl Lhis
cuupted [or mauphl.

Iy ‘Chdwserommen] restated ils

sirdposal B allow wrban Blacks
o Bus thienr oown howses-i-a
thiirty vear lease

Andy mowe recently the

Chveriment dropped iBe muach

hated  and - derggaiary  rerm
Baniu,  Hwl  apaisw o this
conceision does ol Loach the |

real  basie &0 rdcg amd clas

OPpTesaEel.

Alrikaans |

challenge

T T L L
i

. Filli TrwiEw
" ke 1 1Y

This rubbish was pul out by ihe Communisi-becked Workars

Commissions in Salamorca.

Catalan
Communists

Carillo

THE S5PANISH Communis
Pariy’s  proposal ool e

| deseribe ilaedl @y Ledinksl bas

| heen (e main theme of A serles

af  regional  conpresses  in
preparation for the Sth Pary
Comgress on 23 April.

Opgosdtbon to the feadership
pogilien bas gome forthesd in
the FSLC, the Catolon paniy,
wikere ibe "Lenimist® lendency
lias won o majoriiy. The PELILC
itas g oquarter of the intal pariy
icmbership and neardy hulf il
parllameniary deputies, s e
fecision will he 1 hig worry e
the leodership.

I Mulrid smd Asturias, (wo
of the other workimg class
stromghalds.  the  lesdership
pisitions was cwrvied apainst
sipeahle appositien.

Fad in Asilarins oearly a
apuapier of ihe delegaies walloed
ml in pruiesl gl the decksbon
and alienipis o sop  thelr

. represeniafives speaking. Ad

SOCIALIST CHALLENGE 13 April 1978 page 13

=

the major town branches iw
Asturixs opposed the leader-

ehlg.
I Mimlapm, in Andaiwsin, the
becal  press peblished 5

stalement by party militants
attacking the lsck of demoe-
racy im the debaie.

The Andalusian purty oon-
gress had wpproved the
ahandommeni of ‘'Leninism”
i hed rased olher beadbches
foer - the  lemdership by §is
crilicizms of the pariy s [ime un
wimen, which il ailecked &

‘paternalist”, and i call for T

expulsion of forelen milicary
bases.

In a press imleryiew which was
geinerally seen a5 anghing for a
coalition government, Sonerad
weqrelary Santkage Carrillo sadd
kst week that Prime Mindster
Adolfe Snarcy was ‘the omly
gupranice thal Spaln will sop
spmin b divided into  twn
rreconcilable comps.”

- |




L

Injured
warriors?

THERE'S MNOTHING guite 50
breathipking as warriors ing as
the injured party. In this case the
‘party’ is the 3W P and the ‘warriors'
are Danny Phillips and Linda Cruinn
of #s Lambeth branch (Socialisk
Challenge, 23rd March)

For people who profess “concern’
ahoul avosding ‘splitting the Torces of
the lefi in elecioral interventions
wherever possible they have a sirange
way of showing it

The SWE selected their Flame
candidate, Tony Bogues, [or the
fortkooming by-glection in Lambeth
Ceniral behind cloted doors. He is
poopuniable 10 no=0r8e ¢ thee bocal
Party leadership. Mow, for people

« ‘Who seemn o keen for the Left o

gedopd o united electoral front, that's a
really helplul way to achieve it

Ah, comrades Phillips and Cruinn
protest, we approached the 1ML
before we announcesd our decision
publicly; but they, the ungrateful
buggers, had the nerve to el s they'd
been  discussing an ablermative
candidate, Apd afier we'd suppored
them in their campaign in the GLC
elections last vear!

If | seem w hithe cymical, perhaps
Llsat*s becansse these comrades ought
pot 10 dnsult our enelbgence, The
world does not  revalve  around
manoeuvrings by the 5WP or the
IMGiand the larter are &5 skilful in
their manoeusrings as the SWP are
clumsy in therrs ).

The guestson ithat bas (0 be asked,
»*ml anwered, 5 Why should e
weores of commitied and independent
milifants who are atirecisd 1o the
imitantive of Lambeth Socialisg Unity
go ol on the knocker' and work Lor
a campaign where the main sam 1 fa
recrubl for the SWHT

Mavbe the SWP really &0 wani &
unlted campaign, 1F so, they shoald
have been prepars! (o submic their
chvosen candidate o open selection.
Their astonishment ar the “unigue
democracy’ of SU b undersiandable.
Afier all, the SW T destroyed its own
bramd of unigue democracy back o
1975 when i Danned =o-calied
‘permanent factlons’, 5o obvimsly
these comrades {ind such practices as
free dascazsion unfamiliar territory.

1 wouldn't suggest that 51 has got
the process dead right sither, but by
rejecling amny atempi {0 improve the
structure of SU throagh helpful and
Fraternal involvemeni — which would
e of immenss benefit 1o the whole of
the beft — the SWP reveal themselves
and (heir arguments 25 compleiely
LHESET IO,

Lo owo pow face an imporant by-
election with two Ear-belt candidanes,
whose action programme O the
crucial issues of the class siruggle are

; ghisti i # di- | 5 =
barely distinguishable. Both cancs | oidinis: i ciaiel e v, the

dates will lnge poteniial support as a
resul

While the SWF can claim a larger
industrial base than SU and, as a
resdy-made member organisabion
with a sipeable periphery, have
already laid some of the ground-work
for the electbon, | doubt whether the
WP will be a5 successful as i has
evidenthy convineed itsell il will be.

For 5L has the bomes of openess and
HMinpness to work with militants
who are unlikely recruits Lo ome OF
ather Taction in the aliance. I also
meains being able o lalk o the
Brizion working class aboul  the
superlority of gemuine . socialist

Socialist
Challenge

| demascracy with a sirai

i froe,

And that means a lof (o workers
whi"ve been screwed for oo bong by
perofit-lungry bosses, unelected unwon
olficials and, if they'ws been really
wiluscky, by the self-snstaiming chigues
of the many revolutionary  lefl
orpanisations.

Bmfbletarian
sport

MICK GOSLIMG's review of the
Liverpool v. Motis Forest League Cup
Fimal {23rd March) was a cop-out 1o
say the kkast (hoping you will pardon
the punl}

Gosling poses 1he gquestion "Whal
wiodilhd it be fike onder socialism?’ —
certainky an inferesting problem and
one which it is imporant for markiss
10 consider,

Soccer is probably the only irue

working class game. The players, |

IFARINETE, MANKEETY a;&r:ﬁllul the
Spectalors. Are OVeTw ingly [rom
wpl:‘;:ﬁnm class backgrounds, Indeed
there is a direct progression from Ksds
kicking a tin can in o backsires (0
plavers of workl calibre.

For the spectators who pack the
lerraces, foothall i & manifestation of
working class  culiure, based on
solidarity, collectivism and 2 “ream"
consciousness. This B i stark
conirast 0 more bourgsss sports
auch as tennis and godf which revalve
around the ool of  idividoal
virtuosity.

Foothall prowides an escape [roim
the dehymanisation and alienation of
the workplace, dode quess and lome.
Thiz forms a displaced miliancy: a
real, though unprodisctive, MespoRse
io an oppressve and thoroughly
boring sociely.

(0 Uhe odlier hand, today's soccer is
big  busiess.  The fandconsomer
presenls  an insank  target  for
aclvertbibng MARATINCE, SHOTIE BQEip-
mend, TV and  radio, even the
recording industry has a product io
sl

The medin are ablke (0 divide the
working class by stirring up natiodal,
regional - and . bocal | chawvinism,
historicn! inorigin, The backstrest kld
to intermational siar real Hie falry
tales add weighi 1o the lakser faire
idenlogy that we can all make i to the
rop if we work hard unuughll.

Similariy, the poods give ope (0
thousands  of individieals in the
knowledpge thai they stand a shim
chamde of becoming rich epough 1o
overcoms  thefr  oppression.,  The
frusirstion burned oot on the terraces
is @ boaus (0 the working class as a
coniainment of mailitancy owtsicde of
podliical channels,

Where such agpression  deesi gl
oul-of-hand through atiacks on shop

State is given the excuse io siress the
law and order theme amd slep up
polboe repression.,

Mike Hilchoock and Joha Evans
conclude their article in  the Biack
Dward, May 1970 *Football belongs
to the working class as precious little
else does. 11 18 more than just o pame.
It is @ parl of gennbie working class
culiure,”

"However inariculately, il expre-
res a kind of class solidarity and
n kind of opposition (0 bourgeois
domination. Bot like every nther
aspect of our society and our lives, it
faces the penciration of capitalist
walues and capitalist control. That is

Challonge botmacn 19, 30am and 1pm

why we musl discus o, and
wnderstand it — and learn fromit.”

Marxiss chould nol be u1pp1:rs::d (]
the development of & specilic culture
by and Tor the wocking class. On the
contrary, we should encoursge i
Herever, we must recognise that
foothall represents 8 diversion of
working class militancy into an un-
productive rale, away from the real
struggle for conirod of the productive
and reproductive  forces in our
SiACRELY .

The task for marxists shonld surely
be 1o harmess these forces o politcel
objoctives. The Mattonal Front have
recogmised this with o recruflment
drive aimed af young foothall Fais,
and  the Anti-Mazi League are
providing a wseful though  Hinited
antidote, We cannod alTord mol Lo do
the same,

What would it be like under
socialism? — soceer, like other leisure
pursoils, would probably be more
meanzigiul If the working class was
simulzaneously involved in condrol of
the running of their oram lives.

MICE MARSHALL {{xford)

Archaic
fantasies

YOUR Batthe of ldess supplement on
wiornen's liberution made a highly
dublous imcursion into prchistory in
order to discover the exisience of
gexually unrepressive socictics before
the emergence of classes. Women
need neo spurious historical precedents
{nor hiokogical justifications) to gree
credence Lo Lhelr sraggle.

Simty Lo elghiy per cent ol food
supplies i honter-gatherer socielies
were provided by repetetive [ensake
drudpery, - Whereas - huntig — Was
responsible  for  only  a amall
proportion of food intake v aas both
g more prefigioos and a less consistent
getivity. A man mighi bhunl for a
week, nnd then rest and enferiain
himsell for the sext (hiss,

Your statemnent that only with the
emergence of property, “Mew Fannly
forms grew up: pairiarchsl  Famdly
formes with men &t the head, so thit

the paternbty of children could be |

guaranieed...." 5 based on absord
Trh  ceoptury  mythology arcnnd
PR LG COMIRTK ST g

Tlese societics were patriarchal with
coimplex kinship syslems. However
there are sl societies  whech are
malrilineal and mairlocal, and i
some of these m child™s paternity is
almgst comipletel y irrelevant,

But in these cases it s simply the
mecther"s brodher radher than bushuend
who s the patmarch. Paradoxically
women are ofien more repressed i
these systams with the whole weight of
their mmelime Lomily permaneiidly
with 1hem.

It is another popular miscoacepinen
that there was Jess leisure before e
agricubiural revelution — gquite the
reverse s (rue. The search Tor food
took under lour hours & day, far less
than a peasant’s [abour. 5o it ks not &
guestion of nsen  being  suddendy
released from the ardowrs of survival
o enjoy & posifion of exploiting
others with these mew fechnigues of
Towsd production,

11 Iz clear that your analysis is weak
and class-reductionist, 1t suggests thai
those of us who 4o not look for
cquality  in hazy . prehisiorical
fanrasies are feminists for whom ‘the
struggle for socialism has nen place”.

The lefi has placed sexual politics as

SUTH MAMCHESTER Soviallsi  aisa  mwaslabde  Irom  darizons  BRIGHTOMN Secislst Chalengs suiea
Chullenge (roop mests sseey olher  (newsapens) i Linthoros Sinesd. riguiany on Sabordays &l the Opan
Thursdey = The  Albal Ien ol Warke, Laorekan

Wilnalnm Ad. Hep soll Seialist . WALES 11am-1pm

COLCHEETER Gaalslis Challenge

P,

acentral issue for a short fime and it =
ubviows that sexism — and racism
are overdetermined. Wheress il his
always been possible to comosive of a
chassless socieny in which waomnen are
cxploited (as wirh hunter-galherersg il
s not possible 1o conteive of one o
which no women are exploiled which
15 ol nlsa classless.

Cerainly capilalisin explogld women
for their free domestic lahour and as &
mnhibe, expendable and  wnskilbed
Inhowr larce which can be moved in
and mut of prodwctive indusccy as the
crises come and go, bul thereis a lack
of control which culs across class and
hits atl afl women, whether they are
exploited for profit, child-bearing or
decoralion. |

Both our sona @nd daughrers are
penalived by the educational system il
we are poor, but our daughters are
sy insidiously oppressed in ways
which are not just class defermined —
and soon, ...,

PENNY WHYLCOHCK {Londion )

The IMG is
just awful

WHILE RECOCGMISIMNG the “aurd-
pomogs’  movements - which  have
wrisen from the conscisusocss of, Tor
instance, women, gays, wd blacks, it
would appear that the MG i nod
going 1o Cbatile’ with their ideas,
because it sees them a5 entirehy
separate from itself, and indesd from
Mlarxlam!

Ihus ‘Debates fon the women's
liberation  and  gay  liberation
movements) ore only naw beginming
to infilerate the lefr wing ol the
workers” movement, T owould  be
arropam o pretend  that  Marsisis
haveall the answers'. Quite so_ Bur i
wonld beidiocy 1o pretend thal many
feminists and gays are not o alep
Mlarxisis, which hat gquote, as well
s others, implies. The MO preaches
amtonamy while  he [ila A e
comtiuds L Palfoniss WoHmen, gays
and soon, By asanming that ‘workers'
are oily white, male, heternsexuals.

While correctly repudinting econd-
iz anad ‘rank and flism', the (MG
has ignored  “rommmemity  polivics’
Thizs has reached, amd e
importantly invelved, thowsamds of
peapde it campaigns about redevelop-

ment,  homelessmess,  and kcal
government accountihiliby.

Squatters'  fights  agaimsd.  the
Criminal Trespas - Act — '8
medientiaily  Rethal weapon  apainst
oocupations, work-ins, e, — have

received scant coverage in Sociplist
Challenge — when massive pitched
battles surround squats in lialy, the
1M s msch-Maunted ‘internatinnal-
izm" breaks downt

Moreover, "commumndty polilics’ an
this  couniry mre  almost  rolally
dominated by liberal-reforoasts.
Besglutionaries are =0 inlenl onf
*political wark in fwctories” that they
comtribade i dlwl split  belween
politics pd work and at oine that they

. pecnse Britishsocial democracy of |

Sadly, there iz na revognickon of the

. changing terrain ol el politics by the

MG il"s Lhe same mixiure a3
besfare, [ proposes the formation of
runk and Fdn: organisations that are
*politically independent’ of the Trade
Limian burcaucracy. But they do not
sugpesl bhow that bureascracy was
creeled and s maimained ; why won’i
these rank and file  orgamisaticns
*depenerare™ in the same way?

fom i, dalEa

milaide

aw. B iR

CUNTEE: In o miat ion aied” s I nfak
Challenge pctwrme from B Cusis
B salos
16 lcorrer al Moslom
Bermat) each Saturday. |'am-2pm

Tt wits fear af being “caupghe in the
aystemn” as Uiy descrite the union
burepneracs, Liat underiny the ThGs"s
refusal W panicipate in  eleciogal
polifics; | thowght, Soddesly,
barwever, ' Socialist Linily® is L:Iur.'ll'.'|.'||'.:ﬂ
with litthe kndication of how 1o aveid
those trans.

For the IMG to produce "The Flght
for a Soclalst Alrernarive” inils Balle
ol Ideus scrice is misleading:

PATRICE HUGHES { Londam)
= 1
W H Smith!

OME HUNDRED ANMD -l
Socialist Challenges sold through WH
Smiths might help spread socialise
pheds Lo areas  they mighi a0
odherwie reach, However, This seems
i bBe o direct  comtradiclion [0
vour sappon of Dennis Lemon amd
Gy Mews during the Hasphemy rinl,
Gay Mews ancd the gay movement
cnerally have been asking people 1o
cott WH Smiths dae 10 their
refusal to continue distpibuting Gay
Mews, Pickels have boen mounbsd al

Smiths anmd . thelr  subsiskiaries
throaighoml the SOy,
Dioes. Socialist  Chalkenge - onby

support the gay movemsni when it
guits them? Are salés ovore Imperiant
than the imues you support T

RIAN JIONES (Southamplon SWE,
EDIE CONWAY, D MacPHAR-
LAIN, AUDREY MORE (South-
usmELorib

Socialist
planning

THE ©Confterence | of . Sociakisl
Flanners is anarpaisaiion which was
the seciety o0 & notioral - basis,
purticulasly via the praducion ol
In "planming’ {in its widedl sense] —
whether in‘Lacal Authaerity Planning
Departments,  Plaoning  Schoals,
conununy voluniary arganisaiim,
ur any other capagity — whin sincld
like 1o sew sociplisl principles heme
u|:||:|||.cd i@ the planning activities with
which they are corcerned.

I'he nationn] sociely is arganised on
the basis of regional workshops which
peevide the main Fomes of achivily —
providing 8 forum  Tor discudseem,
producing reports on maters of local
aivd matinonnl interest, and conraciang
gaher local organisations involyed in
sirmilar work, ¢,

A Mational  Ligison  Commities
composed ol delegaces from member
workshops meets af Infervals to kesp
the growps in tonch and 1o arganise
the sacscly on ® nodiomal © basis,
particularty vin the production of
iwewelerrers, In pddition, tewo natwszal
ciof ferences are held each vear.

The next such conference is Lo e
weld mi the Siodents' Llneoi,
Liwzrpool Liniversity, oo Samurday 15
April. A Foworkshop fermat is 1o be
ndopred om the Toliowing theimes: The
Locsil Stite; Inner Citles/Pariner-
shims; Small ferms Workers
Cooperalives.

The lee for the dav's conference is
£]., Further details/booking forms
from PO Box CSP, ¢/0 100 White-
chapel, Liverpoal.

CONFERENCE OF SDCTALIST
FLANMERS (Liverpool)

GREEMWICH/LEWISHAM Socliliml
Challesga groug mests ||||'|||;L|hllg
[mlalle Inom Ray o 05560 1987,
HARROW Soelaliss Challnge gooup
—apie rpgidany. Sapsdlaci of Ihe

w1 Woss Gide shopping cenirs oe SWANSEA Soulplist Challangs graup  suppomers mesd megulsdy, Deela peper ol conracl PO Bow G0,
:_llrlnm'_.l'-'- Mlarkwt, IJHtH'“E; E:a meps mfrlE-nthl 'nnu-:g:m-.- a 1|:Er? Gresw, 1 Abiga Eeect.  MIDLAMNDS it HI3PK
urihee  nlormaiee o 1- [l 1 1 Halird - Inn, Vinoond "
o vl Sael. ﬂj:lgupp.nﬂr:m wolma, My ECUTL_&"E For detalm of actisibes ol ol :ﬁ:lll:l:: ri:;_;i“:' I:‘:l::-:m:"r?:mﬁFG
VENT YORKSHhi{E i, 25 KB, and BoANIGNIY Lo nupancarils  Ehange Canite 155 Digtain Mign  B94 %0, Landonit.
MUORTH WEST Huum:n::rnn-:: fimt Chails ERTR. pupponees  acleties  Tnunhoul  Sirsel, Bimingher (000 SR WALTHAM FOREST haps ot
Do ng= wd conlad B C I EnEy 5.;|Iq,.r:|.l|:,l_ 17 ame-ieGn culsige
WﬁER:lI'I-'-T-mH Suaciviel Chutlengs {IOUR Thasts nast on 3 g Mk SOUTH WEST Books, 64 Queer 5. Gleagom. Open  LEICESTER Sociallsl CIUSNES  snp poue crlica, Hee 51, Waltam-
e ety pegulsty.  Aing Iursuagfaly | 1.|-u.rill-i.r T.alpm. Frien EOUTHAMPTON Socallsl Chelange  fiodresday,  Thirsmdic, Fratay -:l.l1l:| r:..;:'-.'ilmi b - O g slewy, Londan E17
Manchaster Goclaitet Chationgs (S0 TR TR, MOAIRUMERT gy coury Batunaay fram 1Gam-tom  Sawrme whernoant Bhene S sl ing o6 s N
lapc gy i 4 ! arliFnenie & o (&d1-r4HY ). ! ~wl Wi agieteahing a
E-“:::El:r uliz'-&.ué?rﬁn i‘i‘-lm NORTH EAST Eﬁ:ﬁ Utirmes  far - Pl DARRE e M e ol Founth Imomationd  BIRMINGHAM Sosiskat Chalenge e Bieylolail e i S
, publicalions Famum,, 2 Apnk LA0pm, CHpclem and  Broad - Left F 0 wew  oare
Chall 8 School sfudants wha . ; .
Gupnnrt the pacer an would (ke o DURMAM Socisst Chalmgs s SOUTH EAST EDINBURGH Sselsl  Challange 417 18 St AUah ETROR B aymmaiieli; to Soclalist Challsgs's
pot rwolvad in anli-lEsoist activ porlnm grosg mvera regulory at Big Euperriie gioup Meos  mouany, et e el idpas, write 10 Landon SE argenanr,
plaamn cosidsl Chris 37 aa] dug . Claypssh, Dutham Glty.  COLCHESTER ":u?::m Chelengs  frepna Goorge al 0ai-6 tWee far  SCEed Birssehan. oo P Boo S, Londan M1
duglimgy, Of Hieye 328 4387 Delalls from J. Foo 1 The Awsnui.  gopporier sall dho  Dager B deiale. &
:q:;\-nq;._ or wrils bo Manctagie 5T Salerdey - mnaide  Cales rom . QLASGOW Socissar Challange May LONDON FRERT Tocisliil Chlenog. Fo s,

Centre, G 14 Picadilly.

ERiHE ur
PRESTON Socallsl Chelengs sup- i o local  activiles
El|rq.1-|. cEf ba corischsd by singing :‘I.{I;Ir:.r.f“:_ Hock on- High lnw Angleans d, ¥asanhng
S MIDCLESBOROUGH SocIngh
LIVERFOOL - Socislist  Chelengs } el
A arnlghily on Wad  C/MEE nakep of S

nn:nm o lhae Dolphin, Cannimg
Plaoe.

DEALINGTOM Socishsk mllﬂl
Harurdays  nula

i baide 1a ab Chealand Chnrine,
Tram-1pm. Socksiel  Chellesgs s
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10 451 g Furiher Intormalen of

BRAIGHTON Sodulisl Challings
Fomen ‘The Lulbese Farty', 5ol
il Pk, [f@ar Lopdon Hoad 8
smtion), Spm, Teesday 25 april

from B, 11

Clovp diger Suluntay 29 Apre. Bar Iroe
Hprt-lam, Cigoo bl 2am
aze. Bam and Seeara, Mircans B,
Goangow Tackets Wij, cRimanls Sop
Evailabin nom - Soalwiial Chalisn
Boaks. b Queen St Fhone 21-748

P of

g
Landon &1 23X

HACEMEY Sociniint Challmnga roup

msata naak an 185 &pril & Brsiania

Fuls, Wara B2iee, neat e Tomn Hall

Meaiings are tamnighby al ¥ Slpm.

HAMMERSMITH Socislial Challange

Eﬂl,’.ug? fortreghsty — dedails feom PO
3 A,

B i s M webyy dlhar Kinndsy

Mass meoling, 34 Gpel T 3apm el
Anson Hose Sichol, Aasce P,
MISS
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Feminism on the

big screen

FEMINISM IS A saleable commaodity. This haz been
realised mot only by bra manufacturers and book
publishers, bul now even by Hollywood.

Julia — and the Oscar for Vanessa Redgrave's

aristocratic performance — show that the film |

industry is willing to make use of or create the demand
for ‘THms about women for women', wriles YALERIE

COULTAS,

Fred Zinnemann, the direc-
tor, elaims his film is o haman
document. And indeed it is.
Two adoksscen:  girls  from
diflferen!
meet and make Tnemnds at
srhol

Julia &5 mich, confident and
widely read, Lily B8 more
tencative and is fascinaied by
Julia"s knowiedpe and decivive-
ness, The relationship develops
its the garls reach wompndeood,

Julia's paliticel conscinusness
i awakened al an early age.
Lily's develops misch later Bt
with great emotzonal miensiry
when she experences  the

Papering the

{dn 15-M6 Aprl many
communily and alierna-
live newspapers will be
mieeling in York for a
conference, Iis aim is to
exchange ideas of a prac-
tical nature, as well as to
discuss the role of what is
rapidly becoming almost
an  institelion, writes
PATHICK (ONELL.

Well over 60 papers exisl
around the couniry ranging
from the immiensely successlul
West Highlunad Free Press 1o
papers thal  comme oul o once
every sk weeks aikd are pad
togetlver with entirely valunary
kabour,

While papers Hnked 1o polit-
cal growps and specific cam-
paipns abound in every couniry

where thevare allowed, if seems |

that orly in Bricmin is there such
A large number of papers Hha
pose themsslves are vinnght
forward allernietives 0 Fleet
Bireet and its subsidiaries.

They seek 1o Bring inforena-
Lion aitd news 1o communitkes
thar are starved of i by
clsrorian, insenaltivicy o local
praBiems, and the belief thac
e world s centred araund
Loncon,

VARIETY

Mo sanpie political label couled
characterise e variely of
political opinioils coanmunity
and ghecnarive papers tepre
seni, What they chaie; low-
ever, 5 rhe: desipe 0 Levolve

social - backgronnds |
(althomgh ot widely diflerent) |

horrors of ravelling through
Man Germany carTFing money
lor &nbi- Mascist activity,
Upposition 1o [AsESam ©
porirayved through 1s eflect on
the relationship berwecn the
e women, This gives the fiim
a rather nostalgic quality. Fred
Finnemnnmn is guibe right oo sy

thal Julim s mnot  political
propaganda  bul &  human
document.

The roles that are plaved by
the two women are interesiing.
Jane Fonda plews Lily as
cnadionally
Vanessn Redgrave as Julin is
calmly ~ heroic. They clemrly
express their affection for each

Taprrg i rolusem,

thedr readership in polirical and
sogial action: 1o supply the
news that the local prass cares
12 forper; and o provide a
platform for those who wonid
be heard nowhere else bacayss
their  opinions  have  besn
deemed irralevant o undesic

! able

SECTARIANISM

Ihgie  newapapers  act 8BS
focuzes for local campaigns. be
they for the festoration of cuts,
agatnst racists and  Tascists,
agpinst fare rises; or for che
provisian of belter failities Tor
the community. While miny
papers will nacaci as a platiorm
for seclarinn groups br pehlish
purty propagarnda, they are

sy anxions 0 pive repres

senditian b people based in the
lomszlity wher are taking action
treeT Tssiies il coficeTn every-
oneirn i,

I needs o s |.'|J||:-JIH.:.EIZI.1,
ihouph, that sectapianiim has
beep the downfall of many
coimmiziey  aod alierRative

Ppesapogers — oSt recensly
| the Marchester Mole Fxpress,
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pros and
s of ‘Julia’

other, aided as they are by their | very dose emotional ties with

friendshipin the real world,
Some might argue that the
ridles  are  sterestyped; one
passive, nne dominant. 1 don’t
think (har this i the whole
truih. The friendship poriravs
an equality and unpodscasive
commitment thal maoy rela-
tionships iack

This is most Slearly expressed

when Sammy, the brother of an |

olel school -I"riunlJ, imiplies
naughly, naughty — thal Jult

| and Lily's (tendship is based

on pothing more then an |
adodescent sexual attraciion.
SPECIAL

Lily  respomds 1o this

trivialisation of their relation-

| ship by slapping Sammy's smug

chopes and pushiamg the 2ble on

| bop ool |,

submissive, |

Commerceabising feminism
has f25 phiscs LmiEies,
Jubia has helped popularise Lhe
ntion thal women can bave

qommunity

| e maporsty ¢ thoese iwolved
e §r as vital for ther PaPErs o
be mimed &t the unconvered
and not mken up with debates
that copcern only & small
section of  their  potental
readership

The idlea af the York confer-
ence &5 not o Tormalise defini-
ticms of what sech  papers
should ke, The main emphasis
will be Lo eschange information
that <an help this phenomenon
pain popelaiely and help the
papers themselves 1o be heter
orpanized i eems of prodsc-
ton, writing and finance.

'WORKSHOPS

The workshops will be dealing
with: the law: heow 1o repors
angd  deal wich  racism  and
[asciem; how o aobtain offcal
inlormacion; sexism {hach how
o repoclit and deal with o in
the collectives of the pagersi:
and hoow o Lwen up the papess.
[here will also be a icach-in
workshop to help newly-sarmed
papers and those who want 1o
stam them

Anvone can fake patl in these
newspapers, and any groun ok
people can — given the will
pel ogether  a  commmunily
paper, Ir ts ta be hoped tha the
conference — will emcowrige
peciple i do baodh these things.

I¥etuils of the conferemce cun
he ohbtgimed from; Yook Free
Press, T3 Walmgwie, York. Tel:
(Aikd-297 3. (b From Feoples
Mems Bervice, 182 - Upper
Sireel, London M1, Tel: 01-354
ITH5. NS can supply details of
agur lcal papers and who o
gt in ol wilh.

one angdher —something 1hat
the women's movement hae
bezen emcoworaging for & number
ol vears.

More topaciresdes will be alibe
to demand parts fo (s that
portray wonen as independent
human - beings. rather  than
badies to decorace make stars.

Rut the very popularicy of the

fikm and the *special® napare of
the relationship between Lily
amd Julia, Vamedsa and lane
will make many women ask:
‘But what on earth hae it got 1o
do with me?' See it first and
worry abmi that  aftersands
would be my answer.
Julls s presanily showing a: Owaon,
Say—arke, London Wl Bqacho B,
tduanchasker; Cilean 3 R el d S,
Glasgow; Cooan 1, Brighaon; Ddean
2, Noalinghes

Fr:l'llll:nlnlluulnu dabem o wiil Ean
bE showing & 18 -&pnil, ABGE
Cambrage; 23 Apri. sekeied Lendan
pbartan cinsmas ano A0, Oxlan
3 Apcdl, ARG, Southamplan, and

Crdean 3, Uvampcol: 4 May, ARGE,;
Eoornemautt s 18 Moy, AEC. Cardilr

Spol the odd one oul
— Fred Asigire, Gene
Kelly, John Lee Travolia

and mysell, writes TONY
CRAHAM,

A: Travolta — all the
rest are dancers.

However, disce afizanados
who go 1o see Sajerdsy Might
Fever may well Feel, §ike [ do,
that the higeer the lie Lhe morne
people will believeil.

In this case, the Rober
Stigwoud  Criganlsation  has
manulactured such a whopper
tlsar o po see thie film would be
Lanamonnt (0 social leprosy.
Hivalling Star Wars and Chwe
Emcounters in its  publicity
teatment, the new  “disco
speciganlnt” thresteny o bring
in equally huge dividends.

Saturday Might Fever 5 not 50
much ostory asa collection of

clichés From beller [ims,

Set in the sleazy gones of Mew
York {like Taxl Driver), Tony
{lohn Travolia), a 15%yeoar-old
tHafian Catholic and hie pals
{like Mean Sireets) Aiod Lidle
mianing in their lives excepd
through fighting Pusrto Rlkcans
{like  West Side Siory] amd
Saturday might discos.

GLITTER

U¥ing to  exchange
humdrum  existence of
Ridge, Brooklyn For  Lhe
glamour  mnd  ghiteer  of

Manhattan. Their relationship |
i i apparenl watershed in |

boLh thelr Hves.

|  Tony, in particular, promises

1o be less infantile in foture. A
clumsy seript suggests that this
romance would be  less
rauseons in s natural habitar,
nameely comic-sArip famtasy.
The main troable with the
| filemis that nowhers is its nim of
| revealing the ‘reahiy’ thad lies

msmbers.

ahaartly:

place on the left sinoe 88,

Rirties,

1ad&y.

Indhe R

Harry McShane: Mo Maan Flghter (cover

Thia pook is the autalography of Hamy
e |5 {ha story of Red Clyde itgall. He served hls palithced
appranticeship In tha antl-war struggles of 1994-18, besaming
& leadar with & natianal rapulateen in the unemploved WorkEr' s
mowvamant and the hungar marchas of the twanties and 1ha

Solaction numbsar one includes twoe books which are dus out

1968 and Aller by Tarkg &li {cover price £5.25)

19468 was the year that the barmicades went up in Paris and
FI'B.QI.IB — it wag lhve vear ihal rewaslution came back on ko tha
apendain Europa. Tarlg Ali looks at 1he lessons of that peniod
and ile aftermath. and raviews the debates thal heve takan

jca C3.Be5)
cShane, whosa

Harry MaShane survived the posi-war years ol politicml
apathy 1o partlcipata — im nis mightles — in the resurgence

This salection (Mo 1wl oost 85_30 plus 26p postage [Post
Iresn if Booke picked up from 329 Upper Sreed, London MY}

I wish bo buy sebection Mo. 1 and | agres to abdde by the
nubas of Tha Other Bookclub,
Books under considaration for future selactions includa:
Political Writings 1820-26 by Gramsc|
Tawards An East Evropaan Revalution by Rakovskl
ids ol Revolullon by John MacLean
Corker's Frasdom by John Bengear
Artand FRevalution by John Beager
Permanent Red by .John Berges

Saturday
Night Fever

1

belind disco  fever realised.

This peality is fuellsd by the

frustration of working  class
vouih liviog dead end lives on
the fag end of American
capitatism,

Much of the filbm & Hauored
by the same mass produced
images Lhat {1l acros Tooy's
life. His poster beros are Al
Pacino, HRocky apd Farrab
Fawcett-Majors; he eats Whire

Castle hanburgers; he grooves o

i the Bee Gees aned s om,

TENUOUS

Yer, apart from a lenugus
eaploTation of the  modern
American  dream,  Sabunday
Might Fever fmlls aparl as o
loses sight of its subject. We are
not witnessing the despair of a
yong warker 5o much 83 the
rise of wvel -aosother pethe-
bow 15 ST STAr.

Swch & ghostly  transition
leaves it carthly traces behind.
In its effort 10 be realistic, the
film portrays Tomy and  his
fellow machos lashimg oul al
blacks, gays and women in a
tarrenl of hackward befiaviowr.

Apart  from 8
mwrallging that trickles through
the fikm, this behaviour comes
damperpusly near 1o being

| Iegitimised through the lack of
Fe falls i Love with Stephanie | an aliernative: vision. Tony"s

[ {karen Lynn Gomey) whe is | oy of anguish — *'Bverybaody's
the | dumpin® on everybody’
Bay | nod the most useful eritigue of

=

what has pone before in the
i [ [

Like most peaple, T went b be
dazzled by nimble fool-work
and carchy rrack music, Which
brings me back o where |
seaThed Irankly it"s Bol a
patch on Top Hal.

Sajurday  Mighi Fever @
presently showing 8l clvemas
o the somih of
Eagtamd. [t zoes io  ibe
Midlands and West Yorkshire

mexi week, and then on to the
resi of the couniry,

Bocialist Challenges and The Oikher Baokahop prasant a now jolnt venfurg —

The Other Bookclub

The Sther Bookclub will endeavowr to make availabla 1o its mambars new works af
Marxiszm and clagsica of the labowr movament, By following a policy of Buik
pisrchasing. we will be able to keap the cosla Lo a minimumand pass on the saving 1o

Tha badkohsb will provide live galactions a year, at least two of whish wiil cosl lesa
Lharn ©5.00. All membsars must teke gl Inast bwa of the salaciiona.

N

Teehl o=

-
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E’'VE BEEN
FIREBOMBED

A FEW minutes before midmght on Sunday, the
Socialist Challenge offices in Islington, North
London, became the latest target for the fascists’
terror campaign.

Police have confinmed that
arson was the cause of the fire
which destroyed  journals,
MEwEMARErs, and siorages equip-
ment in & room ad
3289 Upper Strest.

They have romoved [on
forenxic tesis a hall-brick and
rag Tonpnd in Che slore TOOEL
pear b a window which
overlooks & passage way at the
rear of the bailding

PHONE CALLS

At lam on Monday, the

Diaily Mall and [uily Fxpress
received phone calls claiming
that the fre-bombing was the
responsibalily of “"Colomn B8,

This is e same “OfEAnisa-
tiom”® Ul has now been linkad
o ihe parcel bombs sent carlier

this month 1o the Communist
Party H), a Socialist Workers
Party member  in - MHigh
Wyoombe, aml 1o ihe Pubfic

Employees” Linion.

WELL VERSED

Britain's fascisls - are  evi-
dently well-versad in the terror
tactics perfected by thar
mentors in Mo Germany.

The physical aitacks that

hkave become an  everwday
experience for black people Ip
Hritain, are now being

systemalically extended 1o all
ithose identified with the fght
dgainst Fascism amd racism.

By including NUPE on thelr
mailing list, the parcel bombers

have shoan what socialists

A NEW idea for the Tund drvve
senl in by one of our resders.
Rather than boild a wall we
intend 1o dismantle one,
However a the brocks are
chipped away a well known
plrase of slogan i revealed.
This firsi week has enabled
us fo star revealing what lies
bemcath the bricks and maortar,
Inthe first week £132.40 rolled
in. A pood stant. Buat this will
have to be maintained  amd
cven) shepped up if we are o

reach our godal of XN by the
cind of Jiie.

avemue  shoubd e
sought 1o reise money  for
Socialist Challenge.  The
Manchesier supporters had a
regiomal - mesting  and by
making samndwiches made a
small surpes for (he papes.
Oiher local supporiers have
been systemabically oodleciong
slamps. Dur Preston Group |
sugpest that “phidatelisty alvould

Ewvery

belp stamp out capitalises.

have alwaye argued — that no
workera®  organisation  can
congider itself safe from the
lerror thad ACCONTITR NS
racism.

1t was the promp action of a
puaard on Ower-mghl gty oo
offices which helped to ensure
that the fire damage was
resiricled Lo the slore s,
When hre [ghters  acmved
wilhin moaments of the alamm
belng radsed, the smoke was
ﬂ:ﬂd:.' mlmmdr dense,

Angther five manales o0 S0
and the Ciher Bookshop, type
seiing EE PR, lithia
camseras,  and  oor  design
deparimment would all lave been
bost. B0 weas Bhat close,

SAFEGUARD

It & 8 wery Berious beseon.
Imitinl estimates of the damage
i thosands of copies of
Imiernwtiomul and oither
jourmals is pul at four figores.

The guand on e buslding
has already bevn steppod ap.
Ban we miast pow take messane
ix  further eafepusrd the
security of the building, and
this will ni be a° cheap
bhusiness,

To sufeguard the existence of
yiour newspupser wnd hedp meet
the cosd of the Mo, we nppend
Ia owr resders o donmie
penerinmly o lbe fund drive.

In caze you are wombering
whal has  happened o the
outcomEe of Uve [road rwi e 10
brapches of Smiths in Loadon,
then vou are o the same boar as
we are. 'We hope by next weck
1o peveal Smiths® decigion.

Disr Thanks this week 1o the |

following:

M.B. 15,00
York raaders 3.00
L. Carvilla 200
South East

Lomden suprars 13.00

THE SCEME after Ihe fire.

Hull readsrs 33.00
P. Forbas .00
Carmd e supporian 2,50
Anon 13.50
Sputhampton maders 4,00
Morwich readar 5.0
G, Irwin 100
C.and M. Gardner 5.0
! Amon 20,00
Manchesbar mader 10,y

Monchastarsandwiches 340
Total 132.40

Below, we ne-pring a ol
piece I'roin the Irish Post, A&

comsecpuence  of - this small
arlicle we hove received] owver 5
reguesls Tor thatl ssee.

CONGRATULATIONS

Finully, | arge you o segquire
2 copy of ibe Morch issoe of the
mewspaper Socinlisl Challcmpe,
price 15p. N has oo exoellentd
aribde by Liz Curtis  wndd
Alasialr Remwich oo anti-Trish
jokes. The arlicle drans Beavily
on the Letters Page of Tie Idsh
Fost pnd it sivnsld certainly be

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

[hrmesiic: & months, £5: 12 moails, £10
Abroad: Airmasil, E1G6.50,. Surface, £EM) per annusm.

Name

Ay

s

Prcto: 0.M. CODKSON [Bosliller Chullangs]

rewd by wnyhody who (s
coermed abomi this so-ealbsd
[TECT TN

Congraimlations o the
arficke's - authors, They have
chearly done their homework
arl im dolng 30 have remdered
the Irish commamily in Brituin
u distinet service. If yom wre
buving difficulry pettlng & copy
ihen  write  ia - Socialsi
Uhalbenge, 3200 Uipper Sdreet,
Lot M1 amd enclose 10p
exira lor posiuge.

Address

I enclose 3 domation for the Fighring Fomd of

Cheques, Pils and Money Orders skould be made payable io ‘Socialisi Challenge’.

Compleie and reiurn bo:

Socialist Challeage, 3289 Upper Street, London N1,

Registered with the Post Office & & arwspuper. Published by Relgocrest 14d. for Socislisi Challenge, 3289 Upper Street, Lomdon N1. Printed by Goodhesd Press Limited, 25 Murdock Road, Hicester.




