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El Salvador insurrection

. AS WE go to press, news is coming in of a nationally
5 ; co-ordinated attempt at insurrection in El Salvador.
For some weeks now it has been clear that the
: Salvadoran’struggle was reaching a crunch point. It

seems likely that the Révolutionary Democratic Front
will soon announce the formation of a government in
exile in Mexico.

: = % Latest reports say that a 1,500-strong guerrilla col-
; : * umn in El Salvador is marching southwards, and that
there is heavy fighting with government forces at the
town of Dulce Nombre de Maria, 100 miles north of
San Salvador. :
Socialist Challenge will contain detailed coverage

of the insurrection next week.
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sc Sales

ABERDEEN: SCsold Saturdays out- -
side C&As —
lin; $74060. -
BATH: SCon sale at 1985 Books
London Road, and Saturdays 2pm- .
3pm outside the Roman Baths-Phone
20298 for more-details. - .
BIRMINGHAM: SC on sale at The
Ramp, Fri.4.30-5.40; Sat 10-4. Fm
more info phone 643-0669.
BRADFORD: - SC _ avajlable_from:
Fourth.  Ideéa Bookshop, .. 14,
Southgate.
BRIGHTON SC sales regularly every
Sat outside Open Market, London -
Road, from 1lam-ipm
BRISTOL: SC on sale IM Hole in
Ground’, - Haymarket. More. . info’
from Box 2, c/o Fullmarks, ll(:‘)
tpelier, Brist

6
BURNLEY: SC on snle every Sat :
morning 11.30-1pm St James St.
CARDIFF: SC-sales Newport Town
Centre outside Woolworths 11-12.30; .-
- Cardiff” . British <. -Honie - Stores’
. 11-12.30. Also_ ayailable from 108"
Books, Salisbury Road, Cardiff.
CHESTERFIELD SC supporters sell
outside ‘Boots; "Marketpiace, Satug-
days }1.30am-12.30pm.
* COVENTRY: "SC available from
Wedge Bookshop. For more info-
about local activities phone 461138.
DUNDEE: . SC- available
Dundee City. Square outside Boots,

(edltoria_l ‘and distribution).

for more info rmg Col— R

from

TWO electnon vletories should qovern the
‘thoughts of British socialists in 1981: that of
‘Ronald Reagan as President of the USA, and -
Michael Foot as leader of the Labour Party 2
‘on_the. pohtlcal map
that it would be penlous to lgnore. ) .

Both signal changes

Over a . decade 'ago-
_Republicans - and . Democrats
found common cagse conduc- »
. ‘the war in Vietnam. Th
‘have not: been slow - to co

cvery Thursday, 42, 30pm; ‘Friday * la

3 m, Saturday 11-4pm.
E INBURGH . SC sales every Thurs-
day 4.15-5.15pm Bus Station, St. An- -
drews Square; Saturday. 11. 30-2pm
East End, Princés St. Also available
from ~ ist ‘May : Books, or - Better
Books, Forrest ‘Rd. Mare -info. on,
tocal activity from SC c/0 Box 6, Ist
May Bookshop, Candiemaker Row. -
ENFIELD: SC available from Nelsons -
newsagents, .London - Rd, Enﬁeld
Town.
HACKNEY supporters sell SC every™”
Saturday merning at erley Roud ’
market E8.
HAMILTON: SC on sale 8- ll every
‘Sat. outside County- Bar Almada
- Street, “every Sat-outside Safeway.
1.30-5. For more info ¢ontact Paul,
17 Clyde Vlew or lohn at 54 Ehot St,

o

HUDDERSFIELD: * $C - §
sell papers everg'-r‘l W ters

_c—_.m 18Lhe B

sales everySat IOam . .

“same convergence in- -domestic
" policy. ‘Monetarism’ was the
of both the candidates.
This unamnuty
w1tness toanew nghtward shift
-inrthe politics of the imperialist
bourgeboisie as a whole. It w
‘heralded by :l:benthllllusmsn o
support enjoy v - Margaret
ghattﬁhe;ng was consugrfnmated.
y the lorsement given to
~ Ronald -Reagan hy Amencan
hlg busmes o 4

.§C also av"tlable at T

H: SC available from~ E

LAMBETH:
Village” Books,> Streatham: Tetliric

‘Books, Claphain; Paperback Centre, - - -

Brixton; Oval tube kiosk. Also sold
Thur and Fri evenings and Thur mor-
nings outsidesBrixton tube.
NEWCASTLE: SC.on sale eveéry Sat
11-1pm outside -~ Fenwicks. ~ Also-
avaulable at Days of Hope bookshop
Westgate Rd: For moreinfa ring Phil
or Pete on-Newcastle 737507 :

it.
"paign to’ double 48 war Spen

"\,

. dm%m five. years will receive.

ashed support ?from the:

MANCHESTER SC supporters sell.

11-1pm Sat.at OLDHAM outside the
Yorkshire Bank, High St; at BURY int
the shopping precmct and at Metro
. Books; at BORTON in the town cen-

tre; and-in MANCHESTER outside.

- the central reference library in St
Peter’s Square and at Grassroots and
Percivals Bookshop. Tel: 061 236

4905 for furthef info. :

NEWHAM: SC sale every Saturday

11am to noon, Queen’s Rd Market,

Upton Park.. -

OLDHAM: SC sold_every-Saturday

outside Yorkshire Bank, High Street.

For more, information about local ac-

tivities. Tel. 061-682-#151. - -

OXFORD: SC supporters sell every

Fri 12-2pm outside Kings Arms and

every ‘Sat - 10.30-12.30pm lu Corn-

STOCKPORT SC sold every Satur--

day, - ipm, Mersey | Way. Can_ be
’delwered weekly: phone 483 8909

(evening), 2364905 (day).. - = -

. SWANSEA: SC sales outside Co-op, -
Oxford St, 11am-1pm, Saturdays.
SWINDON SC on sale 11-1 every
Sat,,- Regent St (Brunel Centre).

- TEESSIDE: SC on sale Sat lunchtime -
in the Cleveland Centre, and- in

. 'Newsfare, Lmthorpe Road, Mid-.
dlesbrough; and outside Woolworths
- on Stockton High Street.
WOLVERHAMPTON: SC sales.on
Thur/Fri. at. Poly -Students Union

from snoon-2pm and- British- Rail -~

* 4.30-6pm; an Saturday near Beatties,
town eemre from, llam 2pm.

’ is your town ‘or elty -mentioned
above? If not, send in details to
!hll seht column. .

| 'Internatlonél
. Marxist Group
" notices

. ENGINEERING: National fraction
Sat 7 February.
mssu.es National fracnon Sun 25

vaOCIALIST CHALLENGE: Nat-
_~ional fraction for ‘all.SC orgamsers 4
. ‘Sat 17 Janugry..
.. 31
. WOMENS 'UBERATION: Nmonal
- . fraction Sat 7 February.
IMG MEMBERS: We- urgently need
you to fill vacancies’in a variéty of
. technical-posts .in National Cemre
“‘Any cdes interested ring. Perny on..
01-359 8371.
FOR SALE: Back copies of [P/] for .
SC Fund Drive. Vols 16/17/8 (1978,
1979, 1980). Offers to Fed, Camden
: IMG c/0 PO Box 50, London NI
TGWU " National Fraction, " Sat l7
Jan. Details later

-3

Sociells:t'

ACTION: Day school Sat '
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capitalist pohtxcs of the USA
. (there being no other type of -
politics -for the mass of - the
Americart working class), there.
is Considerable. opposition to

the man who enters the Whrte ’

House on 20 January.

In the -USA, ~smmll but *
srgmﬁcant riumbers of men and "
women - are- beginning ~‘to

game - offered . b
Repubhcan and Democrat par¥
t;es ©

| Enemles

"But the prmcxpal enemies oﬁ
" Ronald Reagan ‘will be found
" abroad. * Fresli  plans- " for
military operations in Iran and

El Salvador wxll face the armed
the  peoples of
Washington is

those countnes
as concerned as Moscow:that-
.the workers of Poland do not
%outoo far. Renéwed turmoil in

tern Europe.and the threat
of political revolution is a high *

iture of
Four - days after ‘Reagan
takes his seat at the oval desk,
Michael Foot will doubtless be
confirmed = as leader \of the
Labour Party.
"The: Labour Party s

Wembley conferencduthe third -

Cin mne months, will not end the
s present crisis. Thé rul- -
ing class, alarmed by the results

dlstrust and reject the ‘lesser. -

ice to &Ay for. the dlscom-~

:Foot and Reagan |
ahead

tary Labour Pasty. But for the

.- time - being-.the ‘trade union:--

leaders “are -content to see. if

_Michael FPootcan claw back the. -

%ams made by theleft last veas..

the left, Foot has to.

.- head off the moveme

mément and cam

ing down the Toriés. Adthough

thnhasbeenhnutedsofar:g;

- “marching at
demonstratlons, rts a rrskyv

game: - .

: But Foot grves such mass X
+ ‘hobilisations ; -
- shifting ‘the whole y 1€

~left. -and fuﬁ:l rlshfWﬁlz
. ‘resistance of* the. in

the ' party _ still He.
threatens - to - make matt _
* worse rather than better for the -

‘right. Yet Foot is-a.

happy one) of the
shown b

:~Shadow C

the Party. -rank
anothe‘rr?lapmthefacew

refused te elect Benn or

He fer. :

- - Both should challenge Foot
-in the “elections under

* broader . franchise that will

- "decided at Wembley. Whether
- or.not they do, the fight mthe,
contmue, notjust -

par,ty
agmnst the manoeuvres of the

nght wmg and the trade umon'

of thé October conference, v
- frightens the left with the spec- -

. tre of-a split.in the P =
re of a split in the Parliamen - unions tolnckouttheTory

‘upémpleyment and’ for- disar: - has 't
to br-

not. “exist ‘today
- movement was shown by the’

captive (a -
p‘x’,p P
the results for the - and -
binet elections when -
‘the parliamentary - clique gave L
and  file. hyen
““ception- of Ernie Roberts; re-

ing- the questlon of -Ireland
" more prormnentl in. the mmds
-'of - British -people
~decade previously ' €
: totHe mass mobxhsatton of thy

signs of stormy tlmes :

i

leadershlp, ‘but in the fight for * -
action - between .- the
Labour Party and the trade

government.

The need. for a umted left
wing inside the labdur mave-
ment . has never . been more "
~utgent. But what kind of. left.:
wing? Certainly such aleft wing
6 be based on: the in-
dustnal unions.- It is, these

" unions which will. deerde both:

the battle against the Tories™
austerity programme and, by
‘virtue of their size, the outcome- .

*‘of the battle for leadershlp in-.
. side the Labour Party.

Italsohastobealeftwmg

wrth aninternational; socialist -
. . That such a-pro-

e and cha,leﬁwingdo "

-in’the labour -

shameful silence of leading left
wingers ‘on:the heroic and suc--
cessful struggle for the H Block

“Armagh prisoners’
‘demands. For 53’ days T t{
Benn: and other left MPs,
~the:-honourable ‘and

mained silent and inactive.:

The fact -that the hunger..
strikers succeeded  in" winning
most of their demands and rais- .

In,sh natronahst movement.

-~ campaign .if the
- delegates

d usual-ex-- - - back ir

and an mdxetment of those who
~would not sup rt them. :+
.. Much can

. the left- ‘wing i ‘the labour
... movement. Our chief contn’bu-

tion to the world-wide stru
against the new Reagan 1

' shrpoftheUSmlmgclasscan

agamst the sxtmg of
-missiles in Brrtau‘l the
replacement - of , th current
Polans ‘missiles . by Tndent
- must; :hit top gear ‘this year to
pr - the’ insmllahon “of ..

The ﬁrst pnorrty has to be
gwen to any call for mass ac- .
-tion on the streets. But also of -

itical ‘importance is the need -
. for* the:labour -movement to "
-organise the.mighty forces that .
/cati ‘bury the pro;ect ‘once and
for all AR

Strength -

gatin

The labour movement con-

“ference called by.the Campaign:

for. Nuclear Disarmament, to
be held in Manchester-on 28 ;
March, will greatlghaavance the -

pusands ‘of

the

from.

- Fhe- slogan of ‘Jobs not.
; Bombs will likewiseinform the
link that- socialists will be mak-
ing between the weapohs. drive -

' .and unemploymentr The TUC.
k Aprrl

oF action xalled for 4:11
and: ;. -the.: ‘Glasgow
demo tratlon on 21 February
. sions . for-an “im-
show of strength from
r movement They

g workers

- rail

B steelworkers to defend jobs in
" these industries. Already it has-
inspired developments such as

‘-t at: are expectedv

-.whole ‘trade’ union -movement ©
1o -say what the Leyrand
are -

N that ~could’ tarn’ this sentrmentv
.- into fighting action against the -
~Tories means that the smallest -
-"development in- this direction -
has to be seized. The mostpro-

“mising devélopment is that-of
" the Triple Alliarice between the
workers, - miiers,

~the Sheffield . conference . of
shop ,

. steel. - R )
*Such. confe:ences will. deter- A
mineé whether -the - .-Tnple

- another ‘cripple - -

" covering nnother retreat by the - '

union leaderslnps. ’

Gen-ume

: Anot’her challenge may be
presented to’

~Private - Members’ - Bills -are
_-given: their fitst reading. Once

again a known anti-abortionist -

-MP has secured. the top-slot..
' Whether or not Sainsbury goes
ahead with his :Bill,” the Tory

~government will find a way to -
“placate its right-wing base with-
another anti-abortion measure: '

. The " ‘National : Abortion

Campalgn has planned a labour .~
~movement conference for. 14

March with the backing of six
-national unions to commiit’ the

next Labour government to in- - "

troduce  positive leglslatron to
guaranteée a woman’ s nght to
‘choose.

On these three fronts —
_bombs,’ jabs, ‘and abo;txon —.

bourgeoisie. - “In - addition,.
socialists can make some steps
‘towards building the type of
néw left wing ‘In" the labour
meovement which can-overcome
the " problem_that. although
Reagan is a consistént defender

-of the interests of the ruling class,, . o
not _a. consistent :

-Foot s’
defender of workers mterest&

will give the opportumtifor the D

and,“

stewards - to " ~organise
against the first round of the
MacGregor closure plans in

e labour move- -
" ment on T4 January when the'

‘the'left can confront the shiftto =
the right hy the international .-
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Ireland 7980:

itis

over

British

[ 4

By Geoff Bell,
in Belfast

NO BOMBS exploded in London at Xmas;
no British soldiers were shot in Belfast;
there were no riots in the streets of Derry.

In  other words, the
hunger strike by the Irish
" Republican prisoners ended,
just in time to save the life of
Sean McKenna, the . first
hunger striker to approach
the brink of death.

The prophesied confron-
tation between the
Republican community and
the British state was thereby
avoided, at least for the mo-

_.__ment. Towards the end of the

year came the news that the
hunger strike may start afresh
on New Year’s Day.

In one way that sums up
Ireland in 1980. It was a year
in which more questions were
asked than answered; a year
when foundations were laid,
but few are.clear whether the

building will be built, or what-

it will look like if it is.

Deadlock

Towards the end of the
year, justifiably, it was the
hunger strike which was the
main preoccupation. - The
following comment from the
Unionist Belfast News-Letter
the day after the ending of the
strike indicates the extent of
that preoccupation.

‘The hunger strike drama
in which Republican
prisoners were in ‘deadlock
with the Government until
Thursday night ... reminds
one of the Cuba “‘confronta-
tion’’ between the USA .and
the Soviet Union a couple of
decades ago.’

To those outside the north
of Ireland such a comparison
must appear ridiculous, yet
there is no doubting the sense
of deliverance many in that

statelet felt at the ending of -

the strike.

Relief

As  the nationalist Irish

News said: “While conflicting

accounts of the events leading
up to the decision of the
Republican hunger strikers to

end their fast were being given -

yesterday, there was no con-
flict about the almost univer-
sal evidence of relief with
which the news was greeted by
the people of Northern
Ireland.’ :

Note the use
paragraph of . the word
‘almost’. 'Not everyone ex-
pressed unlimited glee at the
ending of the strike. It
depended on how that ending
was interpreted.

The Unionists were divi-

in that’

ded. Democratic Unionist
leader Ian Paisley saw the set-
tlement as ‘a considerable

weakening’ from the govern- .

ment’s previous position. Of-
ficial Unionist leader James
Molyneaux disagreed, claim-
ing that the ending of the
strike represented ‘a rebuff to
the hunger strikers’. Another
Official Unionist, Enoch
Powell, saw the outcome as“a
draw’. o L
The Republicans were not

s0 equivocal. At a ‘victory -

rally’, held in Belfast on-the
‘Sunday before: Xmas, Gerry
Adams, vice-president of
Sinn Fein, maintained:

‘The British government
has been forced by the deter-
mination of the men and
women in and H
Block to give the political
recognition the prisoners
deserve. The British govern-
ment has been forced to

. outline measures which the

prisoners feel meet the re-

quirements of the five
demands.’
Message

‘But Gerry Adams went on

to warn that not everythi
had been settled, that mht:::llgl
still depended on a ‘responsi-
ble attitude from the British
government’, and ‘the
message today is to be vigilant
and alert. The weeks ahead
are the most crucial since the
blanket protest began.’

The possibility of another

TOMMY .
McKEARNEY

MAIREAD
NUGENT

LEO
GREEN

Tom
McFEELEY

SEAN
. MCKENNA

Political status — the struggle continues

THE following is the text of a leaflet
distributed by the Irish revolutionary socialist
organisation People’s Democracy, just after the
hunger strike ended. o

The ending of the hunger strike répresents a

limited victory for the prisoners and the H
Block/Armagh campaign. . ‘

The British were forced to make concessions, but ‘

these do not amount to a full implementation of the
five demands or a full recognition of political status.

This means that the campaign in defence of the
prisoners must continue and that those involved in
the campaign must examine the hunger strike strug-
gle to deveiop a more coherent strategy for winning
the mass of the Irish people to our cause. -

The concessions are a limited victory because
changes in the prison regime that the British were
willing to concede in the face of mass protest were
not available in the previous four years. We can only
assume that these concessions are a result of the
mass pressure exerted by the campaign. )

* to fall short of the demands, and it is not yet clear if
they are enough to enable the prisoners to end the = .
blanket and dirty protests.

" Also, the British are able to deny that political
status has been granted and are able to turn what is

.essentially a political problem into a police opera-
tion.

The British were able to hold out because the
mass of the Irish people were held hostage by the
Social Democratic Labour Party and, in the south,
the Fianna Fail government.

" The trade union bureaucracy was also able to
hold in check the organised power of the Irish work- -
ing class. It must be said that the Smash H
Block/Armagh campaign did not have a central
strategy of challenging the SDLP and Fianna Fail and
building a special campaign in the workers’ move-
ment. v

The struggle goes on. We will have to continue
our defence of the prisoners. We will have to defend
ourselves from the Royal Ulster Constabulary and
the Ulster Defence Regiment. We will have to de-

. BRENDAN

S

However, the victory is limited. Concession
made on prison clothing and on association appear

HUGHES | DOYLE NIXON
hunger strike gives those make the concessions which,
words added im_portanoe.h eld in the end, were made.
Whatever views are Thousands of people mar-
about the strike that just end-  ched in the month when the

ed — and the statement from

— there were un-
questionable victories in the

One was the emphasis on
mass action; another was the
thousands who took part in
that action. Not for years had
there been such mass protest
from the Republican com-
munity, and not for years had
that community applied such
pressure on the British. to

* Scenes at one of the last hunger strike demonstrations: Bernadette McAliskey
speaks to marchers during a sit-down in Armag
police (right). (Photo: Joanne O'Brien) - .

MARY

fend the whole Irish people from the results of
‘Haughey's and Hume's collaboration with Thatcher.

JOHN

diplomacy game finally came
to Ireland, with the meeting
early in the month of That-
cher and Irish premier Charlie
Haughey. It is now in-
contestable that important
issues were discussed at this
sumimit: the - long-term
possibility of " a ritish
political withdrawal from the
north of Ireland; the creation
of links, economic and even-
tually political between the

“two parts of Ireland; the pro-

mise by‘Haughey to consider

h (left).after being stopped by

MAIREAD -

FARRELL

taking Ireland into NATO.
There is little point predic-
ting whether Thatcher will, in
the end, endorse such a plan.
That she is thinking about it
shows the pressure the British
government is under, from
Ireland and internationally,

to come up with a ‘solution’.

On the Unionist side, lan
Paisley has said he would
fight ‘to the death’ to avoid a
link-up with the south. His re-

- cent-advocation of a referen-

dum within Britian on the
north of Ireland’s future has,
behind it, a renewal of an op-
tion he has canvassed before

RAYMOND
McCARTNEY

— that -of an independent
‘Ulster’. :

For the present, however,
the Unionist population
seems too divided to offer a
united front on any issue.

Terms

‘I am thankful it is over,’
said secretary of state Hum-
phrey Atkins, and although
he was referring to the (first?)
hunger strike, he could well
have said the same about
1980. If nothing else, the year

~ has seen Britain grudgingly

come to terms with a few of
the realities of Ireland.

There is no dismissal now
of the IRA as ‘Godfathers’;
there is no longer any bluster
about the south of" Ireland
having no right to a say in
what happens in the north. In
that context a measure of vic-
tory can indeed be claimed by
Irish Republizans and
socialists — Britain has final-
ly been persuaded that
Ireland will not go away.

Victory

There are dangers in that
victory, for if Britain is now
seriously considering a long-
term settlement of Ireland’s

. British question, it is certain

that such a consideration will
only be undertaken if Bri-
tain’s interests in Ireland as a
whole are maintained. )

‘If Britain has re-evaluated
what to do about Ireland, it
would do no harm for Irish
militants to re-evaluate how
to square-up to* Britain. -

~ Socialist Challenge 1 January 1981 Page 3



Get your orgahisation to: :
*Support the Lambeth “re-call conference on 17
January )

* Support the week of industrial action from 2 February
* Support the day of action on 4 February

Building workers in the Lambeth direct labour organisa-

tion and members of the Transport and General

Workers Union in Lambeth have decided to take strike

-action against local government cuts imposed by the
Tory government.

The steering group elected by the successful 1
November anti-cuts conference has called a national
demonstration for Wednesday 4 February in London.

Many. unions have stated that they are considering

Local Government
in Crisis National

Labour & Trade
Union Conference

Delegates are welcome from trade union b'ranches and
regions, trades councils, CLPs, Labour -groups, and
shop stewards committees. ’ :

fightback |

Re-call conference 17 January,
“Central Hall, Westminster,
London W1. '

British Steel 1981:

It's

By Celia Pugh_

TEN years ago, the British Steel Corporation
employed 230,000 people. If BSC chairperson
lan MacGregor has his way, the Corporation
will in March 1981 employ only 100,000; 52,000
jobs were lost last year alone. -

By lowering manning
levels and by closures,
MacGregor wishes to make
the Corporation ‘leaner’. But
lean is not always healthy.
Warnings of summer closures
at major plants, and threats
to liquidate the Corporation
itself, suggest that slimming
may turn into anorexia ner-
vosa, and ‘slimdown’ to a
complete wasting away.

The TV
presented MacGregor as a
knight in' shining armour,
riding (for a fee, let it not be
forgotten, of £2m) to rescue
the industry from bankruptcy

" and to relieve the British tax-.

payer of the burden of sub-
sidy. _

Loss

In 1980-1, BSC, despite a
subsidy of £950m, expects to
present the government with
an estimated loss of £600m.
MacGregor claims to be able
to stop this £30-a-second
haemorrhage by aggressive
marketing.

He wants to' increase
home sales of finished steel to
12m tonnes and exports of
finished steel to 2.5m tonnes;
to cut capacity to 14.4m ton-
nes; to squeeze the workforce
by productivity schemes and

and press have

. severe - in-

phesy liquidation, for which
the unions, if they reject the
Corporate Plan, will be held
responsible. Here lies the real

purpose’ of the Corporate

Plan.

Jobs

Steelworkers will not pro-
tect their jobs and conditions -
if they play by the rules set by
BSC and the Tories.

As the
economies dive from stagna-
tion to full-scale recession,
steelworkers throughout
Western  Europe are facing
the sack. :

World ‘demand for steel
has fallen steeply. Uncertain-

ties in the car and machine -

tool industries, together with

overnment  cutbacks in -
ouse, school, and hospital
building, have played their
part.

Every European steel pro-
ducer is desperately seeking to
squeeze more profit from
each ‘worker and shut down

- plant. :

If the steel crisis is more
Britain  than*,
elsewhere, the reason lies not :
in the idle workers of Fleet
Street fable, but in the
peculiar historical conditions
of Britain’s steel industry.

similar action against the To
action would-be far more
simylt_apeously.

capitalist. .

_Ravenscraig strip mill

ty, eager to modernise steel

100k the industry into the

ownership of the state. One
year later, the Tories returned

ries in the new year. This
effective if it was taken

Credentials from: Labour
Room 103, Lambeih . To
SW2. ~

Local Government in Crzszs Conference,
wn Hall, Brixton Hill, Brixton, London

— built in the sixties but will it survive the eighties?

surgery has proved unable to
save the patient. The reces-
sion of the mid-1970s forced
even the closure of strip mills

. built in the 1960s.

‘At the end of two years
they told us, ““Too bad, you
didn’t work hard enough.”
They presented us with
figures about the lack of

keep us quiet until they were
ready to give us the chop.’
Steelworkers must stop
playing by the rules laid down
by BSC. Jobs and steel plants

reduced manning, and to cut it to its-former owners. This Backed by successive Tory  viability that a four_year-old have been savaged because
energy costs by reducing the = ___ - Was a tragedy. In the boom and Labour governments child could have seen  the name of the game is profit
consumption of coal, i Fl rst conditions of the1950s, when .BSC decided to cut-its losses through. Economists from at all cost. Steel should be
According to the | - the industry might have been - with further - closures. and Warwick I;Imvcrsgty told us produced according to social
MacGregor plan, price com- Britain is paying the price  modernised with less injuryto  redundancies .and planned that . BSC’s figures were need — to build the hospitals,
petition will be minimised in for having been first in the the workforce, the steel denationalisation, a_project  nonsense. schools, kidney machines,
agreement with private steel field. Built in the last century, = Masters carried off the profits agreeable to the philosophy _ and other amenities which the
companies. Thus the present her steel mills were sited on  ©f the industry but didlittle to ~ of Toryism. . _‘Corby could produce people are demanding.
BSC closures are in areas the coalfields ‘of- a country  Teplace its antiquated plants. . Unfortunately the na- strip more cheaply than bring-
where production can be hiv- whose industry was scattered In" 1967, the Wilson tional steel union leaders and  ingit in, with only a small in- Steelworkers could be
ed off to private concerns like ~ jp 5 dozen valleys. The Ger-  government nationalised steel  their local officers areplaying - vestment in new plant, much guaranteed a job in safe and

GKN and Duport

mans and the Japanese in-

once more.-Now the moder-

MacGregor’s game: viability

smaller than the amount they

. more

pleasant = conditions

dustrialized later, using the  nisation programme, all the and profitability. intended to buy our jobs with. -through a shorter working

1 more advanced techniques more savage for having been Corby steelworker, - We tried to make the Cor-  week, longer holidays and
P ' an then available. delayed, would coincide with ~ Charlie Keeny spelled it out i, * poration see this. early retirement with no loss

. Today, the steel that the end of the boom and a these pages a year ago: ‘In the It was at this point that it~ of earnings. :

But few commentators, dominatesthe world marketis  period of falling demand. two years before the sackings - Jfinally dawned on us — they This means prepar-

left or right, share the en. made in the vast integrated Under Wilson, BSC plan-  at Corby production records  ‘didn’t want to know, they’d ing for an all-out battle,

S

which MacGregor announced harbours and waterways of  most out-moded steel lants  tempt to become a more . whole quest for viability had A
his Corporate Plan. * Japan,  Germany ~and -and to concentrate prl())dué- viable proposition. “Become  peen a giganfic hoax at ourex- Iory T e:usta;t:e to these .
3 Observers of the steel industry America, to Which the tion at Scunthorpe, Redcar, more viable,”” we were told, pense. emands. eére is' no

thusiasm and optimism with

discern only the continuing
rundown of BSC. Some pro-

steel plants that occupy the

world’s iron ore is carried by
giant tankers.
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ned to shut down 30 of the

Ravenscraig, Port Talbot and
Llanwern. But this drastic

. were surpassed in a frantic at-

“and you can keep your
jobs.”’

never wanted to know. The

=~ ‘We had been féd a thread
of hope in a cruel attempt to .

meeting blow for blow

other option. In 1981 it's

. fightback or die.

' Photo — Larry Herman
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By Bob Penmngton

AFTER vyears of relative obscunty, and
‘declining- membership, the .Campaign for

_Nuclear Disarmament has taken off again.

Memories are revived of those Easter
Mondays in the late '50s and early '60s when
thousands of people streamed through the.
streets of West London, numbering over a
hundred thousand as the Aldermaston mar--
chers turned down Whltehall and swung in-*

to Trafalgar. Square.
.The announcement

“in Noevember - 1979 thgt :

NATO was sending Bri-

_ ... taim a batch of Cruise

missiles, ~and ~ knowing
"“that the horrific: Polaris

- is going to be’ replaced by -

‘the” even more horrific
-Trident ~— “the most

deadly. and- destructive:

-nuclear weapon . ever
knowr — has roused
“. people- mto actron _once

“agai am.

As if they were wakeﬂed
from a complacent slumber,
ordinary- people have  cot-
teged on “that a nuclear
holocaust is on the cards..

The  Daily Telegraph

_ that pillar of the establish-..

on' 24"’ Jouder and the farce of civil

ment, "admited.
‘February ~ 1980:  ‘The
presence of Cruise missiles
on British .soil..

.- number one.’

The late, but not

lamented, Lundon Evening

News, on 20 August 1980
cynically reassured -us: that
only 15m would survive a
niclear war. It neglected to.

‘mention that this ‘means -

45m of us will die!
&

Admit

Home Office’ officials
blandly admit that there is
no way a, national shelter
system can be provided.
Lord. Belstead; who is in-
charge of Crvrl Defence
- dismissed any.idea of pro-
viding - shelters - for

populatron by saying it
would - ‘cost - billions  and

billions ".and bllhons -of-

pounds.’

Hopes that a nuclear war
is too horrible. to' con-
“template "and that even
. capitalist governments and
the -military will draw back,
are being shattered
" whenever the top brass open
“their mouth.

General Alexander
Haig, when he was Supreme
. Allied Commander’ Europe

to NATO, said: ‘Nuclear
weapons must - : be-
employed... to convey a

decisive escalation of suffi- .
cient shock to persuade the” -

epemy that he should make

- the political decision to

cease the- and
withdraw.’

Haig*is not just some

.. attack

Anutty soldier who - will be

kept in check by the more

astute polrtrcrans He is the,

.. indicatés -
we. shall . be the target”

the .

same Halg whon\ Reagan '
“has just promoted to the US.

’ Seeretary of State!

- fingersare hovenng overthe- |
- Times®

-ed - with

she

In Britain, Thatchers

nuclear button As'the
reported -on. 726
February 1980, she is absob--
‘cloomsday ac-
tivities’ .and" explains that
has  ‘already - - been
through the steps she would

have to ‘take to launch a

- Polaris missile strike...’.

‘Stock

Wrth the nuclear stock
- piling . reaching wn-
precedemed heights, . and

, the bellicose threats of the
- Thatchers, and Reagans get

defence . becomes. more 0b-
vious, s0 thie fear of nuclear

" extermination grows.

- have

had. .a' tremendous
January 1980 it had an in-
dividual - ‘membership of -
3,000; by the ‘end -of

December it had topped the .

11,000 mark. Local groips

everywhere; dormant bran--
ches have been revived; new
ones have been born.

CND : estimates -that
local’ membership, which is -
growing faster than national

individual membership, is -

around 22,000 with no sign
of it levelling out yet.

‘React

“1t"was invevitable that

" CND would grow fast once

people began to react to the
war drive. But the effects of
the ~war -drive have

reverberated throughout the -

labour movement.

Last June. the Labour

Party took to the streets.
Despite lashing rain and’
thunder, 25;000 people mar-,
ched -against the missiles”

" Despite the militancy and "

* determination of the mar-

+ chers only " one platform.

speaker, Jo Richardson -
MP, called for
unilateralism.” . )

: e. said: ‘1 am a

‘unilateralist and proud of

it’, adding *This govern-

- mént is- not only Ipunching

an all-out attack:on working

people. 1t is driving us closer :

to-war.” . |
] Other speakers ~ con-
tented- themselves = with

pious calls for-world peace

- :No' wonder that CND
- has
. growth in the last ‘yéar. In

sprouted . up -

. unilateralism. - But
resolution for getting out of’
NATO was defeated.

Party of the erghty thousand strong demonstrat:on last October against Cruise missiles

.

~and general drsarmament
refusing - to make
unilateralism
call of the movement and

E failing to demand that Bri-

tain should get out of the
war-mongering
alliance. .

By October, an alliance

- of the constituenc% “parties
e.

and the -left in the. trade
unions had forced. a resolu-
tion threugh -the Labour
Party conference*calling for

On 26 O¢tober.came the
biggest turm-out: agamst

‘nuclear weapons since 1961.

the rallying .

NATO -

the.

morntage by Peter Kenny

~

Erghty thousand marchers
“converged -on Trafalgar
Square, frightened and
-angry. at. .the threat of
nulcear war, and boosted by

the unilateralist decision of -
Party con-

“the Labour
ference

“- " «The" large numbers of

youth were ‘on  the
demonstration, but there
was a marked absence of
" trade union banners.
Thousands of trade union

" members marched, yet they

had not been- orgamsed by
their unions.

The CND 'platform was’

a mrxed bag. Of “the 20

-

speakers, only Tony Benn

from the Labour Party ex-
ecutive and Rod Todd from

the- . Transport
represented ~* the labour
movement. No -~ youth

- spoke. Instead the platform .
was dominated by the ex-

m)lrtary, the ' clergyy and
‘personalities’.
The last year has seen- a

_ Jmassive growth in the anti-

war- movement. CND _has

swelled in numbers. Inside .
the Labour Party and the.

trade unions support for
unilateralism has mounted,
with UCATT calling for a
boycotting of work on the
s1tes .

Union:

. unions to their

" alliance it
“nuclear weapons.

. The  conspiracy - . of
silence about  the - nuclear
threat, deliberately created
by the Tory -and. Labour
leaders, has been ‘broken.

On 24 January last year,
the House of Commons
discussed nuclear weapons
for the first time in 15 years.

- All the signs point to the
chance of building a large
and powerful anti-nuclear
‘movement, which can effec-

tively - challenge the war

plans of the Tory Govem-
ment.’

The maini question is:
Which way-will the move-
ment . go?’ "The present

. leadership of CND is a com-
- bination of Broad Lefts and

pacifists who are anxious to

"build a ‘broad movement’.

By this they mean basing it"
on ‘the same social forces

. that dominated the 26 Oc-

toher platform.
Of course, they are not
against an alliance with the

trade union leaders, and °.

dealing wnh the
‘experts’
who are invariably full-time
officials.

Again they see the vote
for unilateralism at the
Labour Party conference as
a big step forward, but.
assume that the return of a
Labour government headed
by Michael Foot will ensure
we have a unilateralist
government,

feave

Stuck

They ignore thé fact that
Foot and the great majority
of * the . Parliamentary
Labour -Party are commit-

ted to NATFO, and as long as .

remains in that
is stuck wrth

Britain

The NATO document
DPC/D/74/30 makes this
apparent.” It states:- ‘The
alliance should -plan to

maintain an adequate con-.

ventional defence as long as

" necessary to.negotiate an ac-

ceptable pedce. If not suc-

.cessful .in achieving its aims

with conventlonal forces,

- against

NATO will employ nuclear
weapons as necessary.’
It is highly dangerous to

- rely on a Jeadership’ which

supports NATO and which
“is- almost certain to draw
back from the brink of
unilateralism when- con-
fronted with the wrath of
the British’ ruling class and
the ire. of its” American

- allies.

Recent’ opinion polls
have shown that some 40
per cent of
population: support
unilateralism. This shows
that 'a mass base exists for
building an enormous anti-
war movement. -

Such-a movement can
only achieve its aims if it
wins support in the working
class. and their orgamsa-
trons

Vrcars

No one .is  against
‘progressive’ - viéars," ‘per-
sonalities’, or even the odd

- ex-soldier who has seen the

errors of her or his military
past, hut "they" cannot
organise

amst the siting of Cruise.

ey cannot enforce an em- -

rgo at the ports and air-
flel s- against the importa-
tion of nuclear equipment.
They cannot build a cam-
paign in the unions and the
Labour Party  which will
mobilise hundreds and hun-
dreds of-thousands of peo-
p]e to take strike action
Thatcher’s  war
plans.

campaign which will fight to
cominit the next- Labour

‘government to get out of

NATO and remove those
Labour leaders who are not
prepared to do that, &
_The potential is there.to
build a massive anti-war
movement that can stop the
Tory government’s war
plans. To be successful, it

has to base itself on the

labour movement :which . is
the only -way to win and in
fact is the best and only way

.'vto build a broad movement.

Tynesnde for

Nuclear Disarmament |

Week of Action
Frrday 9 to Thursday 15 January

Activities include:

Saturday 10 January — March and Rally in
Sunderland. ,Assemble 11am at Sunder.and Civic Cen-
«tre. March through Sunderland, return to Civic Centre

for rally at 12.30pm.

Thursday 15 January — Torchlight procession throughv
Gateshead and Newcastle. Assemble 6.30pm Gateshead
Town Hall, rally 7.30pm-Newcastle City Hall.

Leafletting and Postering all week — 3,000 posters
and 100,000 leaflets to be distributed.

» Further details ring Newcastle 73'0} 74 or 633192
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the British -

industrial action -

Nor can they build a -



struggle in Europe.

the West. ,
... The Polish . workers
began- to move when the
enfeebled Gierek regime had
-become so drunk with its own
" euphoric propaganda that it
~-thought it could assert’ some .
authority ' by - raising meat

- increases. - .

" When strike action won

these increases easily, sections

of the working class felt con-

» fi(ilefqt fnm;fgh to “launch a’

- i 0 -

The Catholic Church wants more than aword 530 0 that weald cman,

" in Walesa's ear : : IR

v
s o

%

| Poland: the stru
~ By O}Iive_r MacDonald R
"THE UNFOLDING: drama of the Polish
~workers’ struggle for political rights is the
key to the entire development of the class

If the Polish-workers are de
anti-working class forces - throughout
- Europe will be greatly strengthened. If the
- Polish workers win and" hold power this
will ‘create -a. crisis for the Stalinist
bureaucracy and the imperialist powers-in

did — drive a shipyard crane
. through the Stalinist political
system. Above all .
demanded and won indepen-’
-dent trade unions. "

"During the course of. the

o » mass_ strike
prices on 1 July. The workers gy in over 500 factoriés in
hit'back by demanding wage  the Gdansk region. Thi

~ together in""the MKS, the

. Inter-Factory Strike Commit- -
tee. Workers in-dozens of fac-
tories in the Szczecin region
created a-similar body and the
same type of organisation was:
also created in the Wroclaw

ND1980: A

- On December 16th 1970 an unknown
“number of ‘mainly shipyard workers o
" from the Gdansk/Gdynia area were - . =
-shot by the police for protesting against . -
_price rises. Ten years later the new .in-. -

,é'ated the

and Upper Silesia éreas'. "

Between 14 August and' 1
- September over one million-

* “workers were on strike for the:

same central demands (out of
-a total work-force of 12 .

million.) . . . : .-
The Gdansk victory pulled

the -entire working class, the -

middle and poor peasants,
*and the mass of students and
cultural intelléctuals over to
" ‘the side .of the-working® class
vanguard. - The bureaucratic
regime lacked ‘any - base: of
- popular.  support. It~ was
deserted by its own working.
class membership, and the
upper levels . of  the

bureaucracy were thrown into .

" turmoil. o
Internationally, ‘the

emergence of an independent -

trade union in Poland was

seen as a catastrophic pro-

- spect by the bureaucracies in

Prague "and East Berlin: . if

..... 4

such ~a’  union
‘established and legitimised it
.would be a gigantic-beacon of
hope to the East German and
‘Czechoslovak workers. :

In: Ciechoslév'akig the v

became *

-

ggle for workers’ power

‘ workers would use a lever like

Solidarno§¢  to " smash- to .
pieces the ‘entire edifice of -

‘Stalinist rule. So the Husak

regime tried to seal off the
country from news of Polatid
for-as long as possible.

This was, however, im-
possible for East Germany, so

- Honecker has swung over to a

e

dependent.  trade
. deserves ten years for spying.

hysterical* cold-war  line
against  West Gérmany to
create the right atmosphere

for repression.

The rank and file of the
East German CP has been

- told that Lech Walesa, leader

of Solidarnos¢, ‘is a CIA
agent: in" other words, any
East German arguing for in-
unions

But all this-horseplay is

- only a stop-gap: there is no
. chance of genuinely indepen-
dent trade unions’in Poland
coexisting indefinitely with
the Stalinist set-up in Eastern .
Europe. One side or the other .
has to give. The basic interna-
tional Stalinist line is that the

. _ union must be crushed either .

by _the Polish- government .
alone ‘or with the help of an

C e

'By Rab Bird,
AUEW shop steward,

dependent unions held 3 rally of half a

Photo: RAB BIRD (Sociallst Challenge

Half a million people came to Gdansk to remember the dead

~of 1970

- political use.

-Friends

million people to

-commemorate. a -

120-foot high - monument to those who

died.

- Along with other worker militants ‘
from around Europe, | went to Poland
to meet Solidarity members and attend- -
the ceremony. The day before the
editor of Socialist CHallenge rang me

.about visiting Poland a

routine

union/management .meeting at work-

“told us we would be laid off over Xmas.

So with sponsorship from me‘AUEW‘
branch this was a unique chance to turn
the capitalist: crisis in this country to-

B

Our first stop was the

Warsaw regional “office of -

Solidarity. Even - without

* speaking Polish the busy at-
. mosphere was infectious.

Huge notice boards with peo-

‘ple taking notes; small groups. -

of activists discussing; queues
for transport . to - Gdansk;
bundles ‘of posters and

Iitergturc; and the constant .-
- coming and going ail told us.

more_ about Poland today

than a hundred articles in the -

Western press: <

IS

A meeting was arranged in

the evening for us to meet

‘some’- people. from the

union’. These turned out to

include~ the - chairperson,

. secretary, administrative and

press. officers of the Warsaw

regional praesidium. :
Celinski, the secretary of

million. The union has only.
been established for three

organisation in some areas is

still weak. For example in

Katowice only 50 per cent of

the miners are members.  _
| SR .

Threat.

months and the " level of .

This does not mean the

workers will concede any

compromise on the original
21  démands drawn up last
-summer. Last week there were
" further threats of industrial
“action in the campaign for

workless Saturdays. ' The

- working week at present is 46.

hours.

On the second day we
visited the founding con-
ference of the peasants’ union
where the crisis in agriculture
‘was clearly exposed. The level
of agricultural production has

ropped over the last four

years. From being a net ex-_

porter of foodstuffs Poland is

the Gdansk based National
Coordinating  Committee,
Jlater explained why we receiv-
ed such an important delega- -

now a net importer. -

representatives

tion: ‘We~ talk to union _

“Failure

Sheffield -

" Rab Bird

Solidarity with
Polish Workers

the independent upnions
and solidarity messages
-against. ‘any outside in-
tervention can be sent'to;
‘MKZ, Hotel Morski,” 103

‘¥ Grundwalska, Gdansk, .
‘Paland. . S
Copies of the British-
labour movement soli-
-darity appeal, which calls
for raising funds to send
a small pi.1ting press to

Messages of support to |

_ferment as _each 'factoril or

establishment ' draws ‘up its
owri union constitution. The
strike committees from - last

-suminer are being replaced by
-elected local organs. At War-

saw polytechnic where 85 per

~cent of the 8,500 employees

are in the new union we at-
tended a nine-hour meeting,

‘discussing not just organisa-

tion but also " academic
freedom from the state and

* theright to elect a new Rector .

‘Bullet

" Atthe Warsaw steelworks
we sat in on a meeting of tire
new union. While the eight
leaders of the old union were

. back’ working :on. the shop

floor, 240 section delegates
representing 10,000 workers

-discussed.the way forward.

. The  steelworks was
known as ‘the bullet in- the

" gun’ at the time of the recent

Solidarity campaign to free its

- .two supporters arrested for
- publicising . “the * State Pro-

secutor’s plans for harassing

- the new unions,

print the new union jour- | ~
nal, can  be obtained
from: Steve Griffiths,
Polish workers’ appeal,

Discussing with. miilitants
afterwards - gaveé us a good
illustration of the. present
shop - floor consciousness.
They continually stressed that .
‘Solidarity - was ‘just a trade
anion’. But al the same time
they insisted that there would
be strikes if the authorities
went back on the agreement
on the 21' demands made last
summer, and they realise that
such strikes take on a political
character. It was obvious to

«us that Solidarity was more

than just a trade upion.
. Solidarity is beginning to

‘come to_terms with what
.democratic

organisation

‘means in practice. At a-press

- differently

" conference Lech Walesa when

Photo: RAB BIRD (Socialist Challenge)

o

than to the Press. We want to
have discussions but we know
the Western press are not our.
-friends.’ ) .

Throughout our visit we -
were repeatedly ‘told ‘that
Solidarity was at the stage of
consolidation: and 'organisa-.
tion. ‘Present membership _is
alreddy between 8 and 10
million in a population of.35

" The 750 delegates atthe
conference gave a damning

“-indictment- of the regime’s - -

failure after 35 years to fedd
its own people — in one of
L.urope’s most fertile coun-
tries where 45 per cent of the
population live on the land.
A Gdansk strike leader in-
troduced the- conference by
pledging the support of the in-
dustrial workers in the strug-
- gle to register the peasants’

.

union, Non-state employees

including - peasants ‘are cur-
- rently forbidden by law-from

joining a union.

-§ c¢/o 137 Digbeth, Birm-

ingham B5 6DR.:

Under a huge' slogan
‘workers and peasants of the
. world .unite’  delegateafter

delegate slammed inefficien—
cy,’ corruption ~  and
. discrimination. State and co-

- op farms are 100 times the size

of the average peasant farm

-cient.

Everywhere we went self-
.. organisation was a common

theme. Theré is a tremendous

" but only 60 per cent as effi- .

asked about a ‘Virgin Mary"
tendency’ in -the Gdansk
union. stated that everyone

‘had a right to e)fgpress their
* -views' and sfand fo

r election
on the basis -of those views. -
. And- - in . the - Lenin

A‘shipyards ‘everybody who

stood as a sectional delegate
was expected to present a pro-
gramme as a_basis for elect
tion. This would include
demands such as narréwing
wage _differentials, currently
ranging from 1,800 zlotys for
a 'woman cleaner to 20,000
zlotys for the most- skilled
\ : R
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invasion force. -
i When the government
signed . the “agreement. in
Gdansk on 31. August; - the
emergence of a new union in-:
velving many " millions of"
members was certain. There -
was bound to be a division of -
power in the country between

the new union with its mass -

popular  base ~ and - the
bureaucracy with -its Soviet
military muscle. The question
was how both sides were go-..
ng to tackle that reality.
The bureaucracy divided
‘nto three groups — though
.one-was properly organised
i ifternally coherent: a first
up. opposed to the agree-
ent and’ favouring - im-
#ediate confrontation “with _
he new.union. They were the
sectors who" felt sure that the
agreement meant their own
certain ‘downfall and they
were prepared to .do almost
anything to stay in power:

- At the other extreme were
a small. number of people
within the bureaucracy — like -

Fiszbach, Grabski . and
Olszewski . — hoping for a
long-term - . alliance  with

Solidarno$¢ and * for fairly
radical technocratic reform,
in: the interests of - restoring
bureaucratic rule. through

workers. But the idea of dif- -
ferent tendencies within the

union did not seem to be wide- -
ly understood. . -

-...The Polish authorities are
now. trying to draw the new
unions ‘into taking - respon-
sibility. . for the = economic
crisis. Local enterprises areto-. -
be given more’autonomy and
the authorities have re-
introdiiced - the  workers’
councils. Solidarity members
stressed  that they  may be
elected to these councils but
they would retain the right to
remain independent of  any
decisions they make. )
Dealing with the economic
aspect-of the crisis is a central
problem .facing  the union.
Fhe shortages. are real, even
hough they are manipulated
oy thie . authorities. - The
»atstanding balance of trade
o X

-furiating

Yu‘gbslav-tYﬁe decentralisa: V
ftion. - - *

The third grouping, led by

- Kania, lacks any definite pro-

grammatic character, wishing

firstly to'déemonstrate its com-
-plete-loyalty to Moscow and

secondly to attempt to

manoeuvre ‘agdinst Solidar- -
-nos¢ in the political field to

avoid a' military invasion.
~ This policy has resulted in

‘a series of lurches from one

crisis -to the next, with the
regime  demonstrating  its
small-mindedness and in-

various ways. without being
able to -contain the develop-
ment of the new union. '

Rival

While the more radical
technocratic wing . of - the
bureaucracy.. has. failed to
harness Solidarno$¢ to its own
project, . another, - . more
powerful force has been try-

ing to use — oOr,. more ac-.
“curately,

abuse - —  the
warkers’ movement for its
own interests: the Catholic

hierarchy and the established .

‘Catholijc intelligentsia.

The.- -hierarchy, pro-
sperous  and . comfortable

the - workers ~ in .

" under Staliﬁist rlile, though
hungry “to extend - its ‘in- -

fluence, does not look kindly

“at the emergence of ‘a

challenger to its own authori-
ty. Sotidarno$¢ could become
a direct alternative focus of
working people’s aspirations,
a direct rival to the clergy.

The hierarchy is therefore.

working to gain " influence
over the leadership . of

Solidarnos¢ in order to-make

" the Catholic monfhiy ‘»Wiez

-and a leading -adviser to
Walesa, has repeatedly tried

* to prove his usefulness to the.
regime by urging a capitula-

tionist line on the Solidarnos¢

leadership. First he encourag-
ed the regime in its-drive.to
include in the government/u-
nion agreement the clause

about the ‘leading role of the
, party’. . -

-

-
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the latter do its bidding. It

will then be. able to use "

Solidarnos$¢ as a-pawn in its
game with the bureaucracy to
extract more concessions for
itself. It will be able to say to

the regime: ‘Give ts more -

privileges -and we will put a

‘stop to this or that nonsense

zry .

from Solidarnos¢’. -

Mazowiecki, the editor of E

. Then he fought tooth ahd
nail against. the 3 October

_one-hour *Solidarnos¢ - strike. -
. ‘protest against the govern-

ment’s refusal to fully imple-
ment the agreement. Lech

“Walesa went along with these

o

-

moves and-found himself ina -

" minority " in | Solidarnos¢. .

The resulting - confronta-

implement the

- management.

[l

c

tions with the regime produc-
ed a considerable radicalisa-

tion within Solidarnoéé, and -

by - the . beginning- . of.

"December, the conciliationist

the Solidarnos§¢

wing.. of 1
serious

leadership ‘was in
trouble with the
file. ‘

At this point a crucial new-
turning point came. Against a
background of enormous
militar blackmail on
Poland’s borders an alliance
was: formed between the
Kremlin and the papacy

against ‘the working class
" vanguard. R .

~ The ‘¢common - interest . of
both forces lies in preventing

the emergence of an indepen- .
dent, working ‘class political .
force within Solidarno$¢. The -

Kremlin is ‘happy to see a
union tightly under the con-
trol of the Church hierarchy,
while the hierarchy is evident-

‘ly prepared 10 see some

. political trials" of those ac-

. supposedly

inefficiency. And the control-
- commissions established to :
- strike
agreentents demand the open-
ing of the books at the-
slightest -obstruction from

Because of the shortages '

tivists who have been raising
‘irresponsible
proposals’.. . . N

If the alliance holds, we
can expect to see attempts at

driving a wedgé into Solidar-. .

no$é through the arrest of

political activists within it. If

R SOLIDARITY
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rank and

~

these arrests and subsequent

trials are carried out this will
mean ‘the government has

established its right to decide -
. who can and who cannot raise

their voice within Solidar-
no$¢. - This would be but a

short step to more overt -
over’

litical controls
olidarno$¢’s activity.
In = the West the

_bourgeoisies have no desire to _
see ‘instability’ - in Poland: -

they want to see the workers
put down. There are different.
preferences as.to how. the

workers should be put down.

.. The workers’ leaderéhips
in the West have done

precious little to help the:
Polish workers. They too are -

frightened by the.spectre of

"workers® power. Socialists in
this country should campaign -

openly and vigorously against
Soviet bullying of the%olish

workers and for closer trade

union links between Britain’s
unions and Solidarno$é.

- Such-solidarity is the best
way-to strengthen the-sociaiist’

left within the Polish working -

class. In the inevitable battles
b}ftween the bureaucrats- and
the \

power, international workers’

role. .

*

solidarity can play a decisive

new-found - workers’ .

deficit is $25,000m and a fur-
ther loan from the EEC to buy

Western food has ‘just bgen

- negotiated.

Nebody in the new union

is against central planning but.

their defensive attitude makes
them reluctant '~ to. offer

criticisms of the present plan =

or to present an overall alter--

native. The opportunities for

- .drawing up such a plan-are -

tremendous as more than 50
er cent of industrial workers
e concentrated in 800 plants

. of over-a 1,000 workers.
- But_there are limited ex-.
amples of. workers’ coatrol.

..

Warehouse and - distribution
workers have cooperated with
the union to expose stockpil-

- ing during the recent shortage

of nieat and butter.
‘In the Ursus tractor plant

-'the union has won the right to
“set up a joint committee to ex-
amine management waste and

- tion. - To
-. represents their only hope.

there are queues everywhere
in Poland. But my lasting
memory is of the longest
queue I saw. — outside the
Gdansk offices of Solidarity.
Agricultural, industrial; and
white collar workers as well as
students wait patiently for
hours for advice and informa-
them - Solidarity

The new union unites all
the people in expressing their.
aspirations = for change.

Solidarity needs all the sup-.’

port’ we can give to help it
satisfy the demands of the
masses. ' ' :

-The Lenin shipyard at Gdansk (above left) -
was the scene of the commemoration

. ceremony on 16 December unveiling the
120-foot -~ high . monument (above)
dedicated to the workers killed in 1970 -

N

Photo: RAB BIRD (Socialist Challenge)
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By Judith Arkowright .
'THE MOST important event for women.in

-

‘this country in 1980 was the victory overthe
Corrie abortion amendment Bill in March:

The Taries had- given -their

John Corrie’s Bill to restrict abortion rights as part
of their drive to whittie away the post-war gains of
the workers” movement. The defeat of Corrie was
rather significant both as the first big defeat for the

Tories, but also because of the momentum and

~nature of the campaign.
It was the culmination of
~an alliance : between
movements .which had been
T growing over a‘lperiod_of five
years, eventually forcing' the
TUC itself to call a national
protest demonstration on a
so-called ‘soeial issue’.
The backing of the TUC
for the pro-abortion move-.
ment was historic. It was the

the -
organised womens and labour N

‘first national ‘trade union -

- federation in the world to call
action on womens’ abortion
rights. s . 5

It meant that thousands of
women' and men who might
‘not - otherwise have‘ been
drawn into action around this
issue came out .on the streets
. for thé October 1979 TUC
demonstration. It meant that
many more working people
.were  open to  discussing

demands like a woman’s right -

to choose and how to achieve
it T

~

It 'is undeniable that this -

" labour movement -support
- brought the victory -of the
. campaign. Women standing
alone could not have defeated
.. the anti-abortionists and the
"Tories., We should organise
ourselves as women and fight
for our own demands but we
also need allies to win these
demands. Our most powerful
ally is the organised labour
movement. -
This victory for women
and for feminism early in’
1980 confirmed a growing
radicalisation amorg women
and the increasing impact of
. feminist . issues, like the
women against violence cam-

years women have been join-
ing the trade unions at the rate
of 164,000 per year and now
comprise 28 . per .cent of
workers . affiliated . to the
TUC.

Inside the labour move-
-ment ‘there -were- interesting
developments in  1980.
Discrimination = committee.

. were'set up in the TGWU and

- passed a resb

the General andiMunicipal

Workers: Union;, the TUC

called a special conference on
positive -action  for wotffien
supported by unions like the
- engineers and the minefs; and

_the' Scottish Womens -TUC . .
sblution.on women
. and vielence. AR

)

Campaigns
* When yoﬁ “have T ony.

Benn® doing
Spare Rib and- Cosmapolitan

implicit backing to

interviews in-

“«

INNICARAGUA... Wobren

and making rash demands for *

1,000 women peers in the new
year; when women’s sections

in the Labour Party throw off -

their traditional role of mak-

ing scones and organising

bazaars to become- fighting

organisations; and- when the

- Labour Party produces an of- .

*ficial pamphlet on_sexism,

. then' ~you  realise that
something must be up!.
"Some femingists -are more.

sceptical and have raised

- questions about: the validity . .

- of ‘a campaign on the single
issue of abortion because it
doesn’t “include a - full
‘feminist’ programme (Spare

- Rib no.102). Others feel that
the IMG. puts too much em-

_phasis_on ‘the labour move-
‘ment. .ol

' We are - optimistic “about
building *. a~  broad-based
womens movement of women

. fighting for . their

- raising feminist. ideas in. the
labour’ movement is -more
favourable than it has. been
for a long time.

Though we place no illu-"

sions in Len Murray or Tony
Benn when they

. own -
demands. The possibilities for.

raise these

1ssues —>it’s their. audience

aign and the campaigning of ~ that’s important, By drawing
)I;ougng women. In ?heglastgfew""' -women Into activity around

specific immediate issues
much broader feminist cam-
paigns can then be taken up.

Gloomy

-But 1980 has also had its

gloomy side. ThaMmenace to .
women’s rights, Margaret
Thatcher, intends to drive-

" . women back’into the family
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" .restrict

played a prominent part in
the  revolution... the
‘women’s _association  —
AMPRONAC now has
35,000 . members in 21
groups. e -

T IN IRELAND... Women prisoners in
rupted for ten minutes by one proteste,

Armagh received massive support.
rwho kept on talk ing about thejr plight.

The UN conference ifself wasﬁnter—

And on an international

scale in. 1980 there was the
‘United Nations conference
on ‘women’s -
‘around the world...

IN ITALY...

& .

the womens movement collected nearly

- 100,000 signatures in Support of a-new bill against rape.

. Fhey organised arr-iternatio
tended by 3,000 delegates. =

ights, . and

nal conference on rape at- -

IN POLtAND Anna Walen-

tynowicz was a prominent
leader in- the strike wave
which included demands

- on-women'’s rights such as
- three year maternity leave.

Apartheid

Women are half the
world’s population

Sex

And receive one
tenth of the
world’s income

JWbmen do two- -

thirds of the ~

world’s working
hours -

And ewn only one
hundredth of the
-~ world’s property

and turn back the gains of

women over- the last few _

years.

@ Women’s pay is 2.1 per '

cent lower as a percentage
than in 1975 when the Equal
Pay Act was finally im-
plemented. : L
® Women _are losing their
jobs at twice the rate of men.

@ Less than 50 per cent of -
“abortions are now done on .

- the NHS compared. to 67 per

cent-in 1969, and corntracep-

tion facilities are being cut.

By the end of the New
Year holidays it should also
-be™.clear whether Timothy

Sainsbury MP is to introduce ..

a private members’ Bill -to
abortion  rights.

- Sainsbury is private secretary

to Michaél»»Hese'ltin,e and is

likely to receive government
backing for any Bill he pro-
motes.

Margaret Thatcher gave .

her Xmas message to the na-
tion” in an intérview with

Woman’s Realm. She be-

moaned the plight of latch-
key children: *‘If makes me
angry if any woman is made

to- feel - guilty because she

chooses to concentrate on

providing that warmth and
“welcome for the family in-

stead of having a job.’ If only
women could find a job!

Her fake concern for
children and the quality. of
women’s lives is exposed by
the huge ciits in social spen-

" ding, Where the welfare state

is - chopped women should
plug'the gaps that’s her real
message ) )

Women will have their

own answer to Thatcher in -
1981. The most important

and ‘immediate issue will be
winning support for a massive

A

campaign -against Sainsbury -

and the Tories on abortion

rights.  Fighting for . a
woman’s right to work in the .
coming ' struggles around
unemployment - will -+~ be -
another ° permanent *cam-
paign. . L

The . national women’s
-festival on.9'May against the

~_Tory attacks will be ~vital to

draw together broad sections

of women to tell the Tory

government thatr they have

. legislation

had enough of its policies.

But we want tg have our

cake and-eat it too. In order to

fight ‘the Tories we have to
work out what we’re fighting

for as well. The record, of the

last Labour government on
cuts ih. public spending and

other issues affecting women
. was hardly sufficient to pro- ‘
vide a real alternative to the

Tories.

. Women ‘have ‘to take up -
their demands in the debates

in.the Labour Party and -the
trade unions -around: positive
and .
discrimination. These are the

. qQuestions around which the

emerging women’s movement
will stand or fall this year and
in the years to come.

positive -
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By Brian Grogan
THATCHER'S policies
aren’t working; that
much is obvious as
we enter 1981.

Britain’s bosses,
who went along with
Thatcher’s policies, are
getting worried — they
don’t see the promised
phoenix rising from the
ashes, and they fear
that only cinders will be
left. .

The prime minister’s

-economic policies are part of

a strategy which she’s sticking
to. The crude idea behind this
‘monetarism’ is to restrict the
money supply and let the
market do its  work
unhindered.

But the inevitable result of
restricting money supply is to
provoke a massive drop in
economic activity: a slump.

Gobble

The aim of this strategy is
to let competition do its work.
Weak firms will be pushed to
the wall, and stronger ones
will gobble them up. Even the
strong companies have to

take measures to produce -

more efficiently, by getting
workers to produce more so
that British capital can com-
pete on the international
market.

The flip-side of That-
cherism at work are the
millions of workers thrown
on the dole. Longer dole
queues  are intended to
weaken working  class
push down
wages, and thus remove ma-
jor obstacles to higher pro-
ductivity.

This strategy is part of an -
- historic attempt to deal with

60 years of capitalist decline
in Britain. . ’

It amounts to a recogni-
tion that  only .a major

. reorganisation of production

and a big defeat for the
working class can start to
change the bosses’ fortunes
for the better. To push these
measures through, a short-
‘term decline in profits is
thought to be inevitable.

So far so good for the
bosses. They understood
Thatcher’s plans and welcom-
ed them. But things haven’t
worked out so well in prac-
tice.

High interest rates have
attracted . speculative funds
fromabroad, but are crushing
British industry. As expected;
there have been an historic
number of bankruptcies. But
even blue-chip high produc-
tivity and export-orientated
companies like ICI have suf-

- fered catastrophic cuts in pro-

fits.
Spectre

The rate of profit in in-
dustrial and commercial com-
panies_ (excluding North Sea
oil) has been cut to 4%5 per
cent — a full percentage point
lower than during the 1974-75
recession. There is no sign of
improvement.

The spectre haunting Bri-
tain’s bosses is that when the
world economy moves out of
recession, Britain’s industries
will be left on the starting line.

Because of low profits
even the stronger companies
are having to plead with the
banks for massive loans to
keep afloat. .

High interest rates, far

_from restricting the growth of
. the money supply as ex-
" pected, have had exactly the

opposite effect. Companies

- have had to borrow to pay the

interest on previous loans!
The growth in the money
supply by April is likely to be

a year-on-year increase. of 20

per cent, compared with the

1980 — The economy and the Tories

Does anyone love
Margaret Thatcher?
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government’s stated goal of
7-11 per cent. .

The government claims in-
flation as its major success
story. But even this is
threatened. :

It has been the borrowing
of the big companies which
has been primarily responsi-

ble for the massive increase in -

the money supply. But these
same bosses are calling for
more public expenditure cuts
to control inflation.

While the government
wanted to limit the public sec-
tor borrowing requirement
(the difference  between
governmerd income and ex-
penditure) to £8.5 billion this
year, it will in fact be £11.5
billion. - i

This isn’t because That-
cher’s gang is wavering over
its plan to dismantle the
welfare state — far from it!
That much is.evident from
Heseltine’s December an-
nouncement of a 3.1 per cent
cut in council house spending;
in his vindictive punishment
of ‘overspending’ councils,
and his complete ban on
council house building.

The government won’t be
knocked off course by the
need for people to be kept
alive and housed! So what ac-
counts for this £3 billion over-
shoot? -

The first problem is that
whatever monetarist théory

says, the government has had -

to pump money into na-

. tionalised

industries  like
British Leyland and steel.
This isn’t what annoys the
bosses. What they are con-
cerned about is public sector
pay. Government plans have
overshot by £1bn here as well.
Tory cuts were meant to be
different to Labour’s; they
were to destroy services and
hit jobs. Yet the strength of
public sector workers has
prevented Tory plans from
being easily implemented.
Why? First, because of
the hard-fought gains won by
the public sector in Labour’s
finaf days, and secondly
because of the pressure they
have put on local councils.
especially Labour controlled
ones. -So this led to

another blow to monetarism:
the imposition of a six per
cent wage limit in the public
sector.

A wage limit introduces
instability into government
policy. It transforms wage

ining into a political af-
fair. Each claim can become a
confrontation with the
government, .and every

breakthrough threatens to -

become a green light for other
workers. .

Heseltine has other pro-
blems, too, in the shape of
Labour councils hostile to his
cuts. No wonder the bosses
are nervous.

The one apparent success
story for the Tories has been
the imposition of wage rises

-~ such further

well below the rate of infla-
tion. The CBI’s Pay
Databank states that pay rises
have declined from 16 per
cent in July to 10 per cent in
October. This trend -~con-
tinued through November
and December.

Trend

However, few are con-
vinced that this is a perma-
nent trend. Moreover, this
situation has not been
translated into any significant
increase in productivity.

With 2.24m - officially
unemployed, it would be
miraculous if those in work
weren’t a bit cautious. So
what is happening to workers’
organisations, particularly at
factory level.

This will determine what
will happen in any economic
upturn.

Will the bosses be able to
take the opportunity of an up-
turn to massively increase

- production without any in-

crease in labour costs? Or will
the workers be able to regain
what they have lost?

The bosses are haunted by
the fact that organisation in
the workplace will remain in-
tact long enough for workers
to claw back their losses, as
they did after the last reces-
sion in the mid->70s.

The situation at BL
Longbridge indicates the
bosses’ problems. Here are a
group of workers who have
been battered from pillar to
post by one of the most far-
sighted Y capitalist
m ements. Yet manage-
ment ixas been able to s:(g;re
gains only with the direct and
open sabotage of the union
leadership and the senior
stewards, under the influence
of the Communist Party.

Despite the smashing of
the combine, the underlying
combativity of BL workers.
remains intact.

Strike

As soon as the Metro light
appeared at the end of the
tunnel, workers demanded a
share of the action. There was
a massive majority for strike
action against the 8.2 per cent
wage offer. Although the
union leadership refused to

_ act on this mandate, a major

strike in defence of union
rights is in the offing as 1981
opens. N
Nothing has been finally
decided between the bosses
and workers. Some major
roductivity increases have
n registered. In British
Leyland, for example, Metro
output levels have surpassed
Michael Edwardes’ projec-
tions. In Rover productivity.
increases of 30 per cent are be-
ing demanded.

This is not the general pic-

'~ ture. The Bank of Englan

Bulletin  * reported in
December: ‘It does not ap-
pear that productivity perfor-
mance over the past year or so
has been significantly dif-
ferent than the mid-1970s.

In 1980, Margaret That-
cher’s  government has
thrown everything it has at
the working class. She has
created untold misery for
millions of working people.
But Britain’s ‘bosses are nof
happy.  Everything this
vicious government has done
has not been sufficient to
break the back of working
class resistance.

Success

Further punishment is no
guarantee of success. Yet
measures
threaten to hit Britain’s pro-
fitable industries irreparably.
This is why Thatchea en?rs
1981 increasingly under fire
and cut off from the realities
-of the political situation.

Socialist Chalienge 1 January 1981 Page ¢




By Jean Mackenzie

A TRIPLE album
dedicated to. the
Nicaraguan revolu-
tion! That’s the New
Year offering from
the Clash.

Thirty six tracks for
£3.99 can’t be bad value, so
what do you get for 11p a
song? 1 don’t often buy
records, nor do I spend all
evening glued to the radio so

t

I didn’t know what to ex-
pect. .
I bought the album

because of the title — ‘San-
dinista’ refers to the FSLN,
the - Sandinista - National
Liberation Front, which led
the Nicaraguan revolution
of 1979 — and because of
the rumour that part of the
proceeds from the record
and  a for’ coming tour
were going ( J the FSIN

My local record shop
had a big display in red and
black of what looked like
Sandinista fighters but was
in_ fact the Clash.

Unfortunately there’s
the same deal on the songs
— only one refers to the
FSLN. What could have

The Clash

been a celebration and

popularisation of the -

Nicaraguan revolution is a

_missed opportunity.

The album consists of
ten tracks about the daily
grind of capitalism — hous-
mg, poverty, corruption; six

on war, imperialism and the
nuclear  holocaust; the
police -and ‘sus’ laws get

five; the workers star in one '

and feature in four or five

others; youth and
unemployment score twice
and there are two in-

strumentals. It all makes a

change

love!
The first track sounded

like the Tom Robinson

Band, the second like ‘Rock
Follies’, followed by third
rate disco. Elvis and Bowie.

from unrequited

It sounds like the Clash im-
personating someone dif-
ferent each time (free subto
Socialist Challenge for
anyone who can provide a
list of the 36 sound-alikes).
After the first track I
listened with half my mind
on TRB Two and the Clash
suffered by comparison.
They have neither the
‘tunefulness’ nor the raw
edge of Tom Robinson.

Chants

Theirs is a combination
of - over-slick production
and the odd feeling that the
words-and music were writ-
ten without reference to
each other. However, some
of them are great even if
they do sound like chants
dubbed over self-indulgent
music.

. 1 enjoyed listening to
‘Sandinista’ on a quiet Sun-
day afternoon, and it would
sound just as good turned

up loud at a party. Since on- -

ly my best friends approve
of my music tastes, don’t let

" me put you off buying it.
Any band that
about the living revolution
should be’ supported. Buy

the album and enjoy it, and -

encourage the production of

records at prices that youth -

can afford.

sings”

Under Review/International s

'WASHINGTON BULLETS

Oh! Mama, Mama, look there! .

Your children are playing in that street again,
Don’t you know what happened down there?

A youth of 14 got shot down there...

The kokane guns of jamdown town

The killing clowns, the blood money men,

.Are shooting those Washington bullets again.
As every cell in Chile will tell,

The cry of the tortured men.

Remember Allende, and the days before,
Before the army came. .

Please, please remember Victor Jara.

In the Santiago stadium, - .

Es verdas — those Washington bullets again.
The Bay of Pigs — in 1961,

Havana for the playboys in the Cuban sun,

For Castro is a colour,

Is a redder than red,

Those Washington bullets want Castro dead."
For Castro is the colour... o
...That will earn you a spray of lead.

For the very first time ever, R .
When they had a revolution in Nicaragua, -
There was no interference from America,
Human rights from Amerika! ’

‘Well the people fought the leader,

And up he flew...

With no Washington buillets what else could he do?
‘N if you can find an Afghan rebel

That the Moscow bullets missed

Ask him what he thinks of voting Communist...
Ask the Dalai Lama in the hillis of Tibet,

How many monks did the Chinese get?

In a war-torn swamp stop any mercenary,

‘N check the British bullets in kis armoury...
Que? :
...SANDINISTA!

Earthquake shatters Halian government

FABRIZIO BURRATTINI and ELETTRA
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League in Italy told
about the
political implications.
The earthquake hit
three provinces in the
south of Italy, Potenza,
Salerno, and Avellino.
These comprise one of
the most under-
developed and backward
-areas of the country. A
film was’ once made
about the area, Christ
stopped at Eboli, and the
story goes that Christ has
not yet arrived in this
country because it’s so
backward.
..~ The earthquake hit the
small -mountain villages,
which made rescue work
very difficult. But still the
_government tried to cover
up the seriousness of the
whole thing.

Army

The earthquake happen-
ed on a Sunday, and right
up until Monday evening
the government was saying
it was not so serious, even
though the media were pro-
ving the opposite. The army
and the civil protection
(rescue) services were not
sent in until the Wednesday.

Between three and 12 .
days after the earthquake
people were found who were
still alive — a hundred were
discovered “in all. Many of
the victims died of cold
while waiting to be rescued.

Some people were still
living in temporary accom-
modation from the 1962
Avellino earthquake when -
the recent disaster struck. It
brought down most of a
recently completed hospital
at San’ Angelo Dei Lomb-
ardi, where = government
building regulations for ear-
thquake regions were ig-
nored.

Crisis

The rescue services had
no equipment, such as the
special instruments needed
to detect bodies under the
rubble. Only 15 helicopters
were sent, and the officials
said that all the troops were
‘needed on the eastern
border.

Even ten days after the
earthquake there were areas
that hadn’t been visited.
The mayors of these tiny
villages "were to be seen
along the motorways trying
to stop the army cars and
begging them to come up to

DEIANA of the Revoluéion_a

petrol
senior Christian Democrat
ministers,
something like £1 billion —
quite incredible!

Aid

ary Communist
ocialist“Challenge

recent earthquake and the

therr rescue.

The episode has deepen-
ed the crisis of confidence in
the government, especially
in the south which was a
stronghold of the ruling

Christian Democrats.

The crisis began with a -
scandal = involving

who pocketed

Often, though, the
mistrust is not politcal —
people just think the
government is inefficient.
For example, lots of.
organisations from trade
unions to religious organisa-
tions, arranged their own
aid.
Even individual workers
and students went down
south to help out. In some
factories in the north the
workers had big struggles
for the right to leave their

factories and go south to

help.
The government. of
Christian Democracy is

discredited but it will hang
on.

Loyal

In Italy the Christian
Democrats are not just the
government; they are the
state itself. The two — party
and state — are interwined.
So when people begin to
question the Christian
Democrats, they begin to
question bourgeois demo-
cracy. .

This is the danger and
the Communist Party is as
much afraid of this as
anyone else; it has gone to
great pains to try and prove
itself as loyal to the
bourgeois state as anyone.

Communist

But the right s
strengthening itself in this
crisis, by campaigning in the
south trying.to get support
from those who are disillu-
sioned with the government.

There have even been

demonstrations of property
owners protesting at the re-
quisitioning of their holiday
homes for use by the victims
— they were dennouncing
the commissioner in charge
of operdtions as a com-
munist.

The trade unions have
been organising as well, so
there’s a real social polarisa-
tion going on, though it is
not expressed in terms of a
political way forward.

Corrupt

Recently the Communist
Party has made a turn away
from supporting the Chris-
tian Democrats, and it now
argues for a coalition of
Socialists and Communists.
But it’s all words.

In practice, they don’t
want ‘bourgeois democracy
to lose its credibility, so
their chief demand is that
the government should get
rid of the most currupt
ministers.

The government may

survive for a while longer,
but the earthquake and the
austerity won’t go away.
The situation is like a time-
bomb at the moment.




of religion

STEVE Cohen (Ietters, 3
Dec) - seems
overlooked the existence
of an excellent IMG pam-
phlet entitled Zionism —
‘What It Is -and How .to
Fi ght It by Nigel Ward.
has obviously
studled the subject and
so0 should be aware of the .
Marxist analysis = of
Zionism, which is mainly

of a book by ‘Abram
Leon, a Belgian Trot-
skyist  of - Jewnsh birth.

.. concentration
aged 22

“His book The Jewish
Question — A Marxist In-
terpretation,
history of Zionism, as
Marxists: should do,
through the develop-
ment of society. Using

- this method it becomes
clear that Zionism was a
product of its time. It
originated  in _Eastern
Europe with thy*Russian
pogroms of 18.™ and
grew- with the Dreyfus
affair in France.

Zionism
the prevailing: capitalist
thought in relation to the

.~ persecution of Jews — the
resultm?Is ideology was.®
- nationalist and proposed

the colonisation . o

underdeveloped* con-
tinents.. Steve  Cohen

-camp

: Rellglon
and
so,clallsm

- STEVE Cohen says that he
derives cultural support
from -traditions of
‘mysticism’  and /popular
spirituality* (letters.3 Dec).

Good luck- to: him!

——"Those of us who" were

tradition co"1 call on all
" manner. G« mystlcal and
spiritual traditions if we
were looking for cultural
support. - However, we
wouldn’t” © be calling
. ourselves socialists or mak--
- .ing special  pleas in .a
socialist paper if we-did.

Christianity is a reac-.
-~ tionary creed that underpins
‘bourgeois ideology, as do all
the major religions _in-
cluding’ - Judaism. The
K » cuitural traditions that these
& - religions produce include
’ the elevation of the family,
the subjugation of women,
and many other forms of
sexual .oppression.

As such, they are incom-
patible - ‘with socialism and
socialists. work actwely for
their destruction.

This is-not mcompatlble
fo with our defence of oppress-
LT ed "groups — even if they

-to " have’

who died in a Geérman

. brought up in the Christian .

" many : of

to bé found in the shape .

traces the

interpreted

should know the distinc- .

The crushing burden

tion between Zionism
and Judaism well
enough:; | have been call-
ed an anti-semite by too
my  Jewish
relatives .to accept this
same criticism from a
comrade.

As for Steve’s extoll-
.ing of the ‘Mysticism of
the Kabbala’ and the
‘Spirituality of the

..Hassidic movement’,
one might as well try and
defend the mysticism of-
‘Islam, the spirituality of
‘Roman Catholicism, the
progressiveness. of the
Non-Conformnst _reli-
gions? L

- Al religions ultimate-
ly repress and oppress,
and by urging people to
. accept and believe in the
will ‘of one individual,
hold back the formation
" of socialism..

It has taken me years
to escape the crushin
burden of the religion

was born into; it oppress- .

-ed me-as a womai and as
an individual. Rather

than deriving support -

from - mysticism = or

spirituality, Steve Cehen .

would find greater sup-

port in the strength and

traditions’ of - Trotskyism
and the soclallst move-
ment.

ERICA BARNETT
. Huddersfield

hold  views
with our view @ socialism.

Socialist Challenge has
consistentply defended and
explained this position,
from its_total support for
anti-Nazi and anti-fascist
.groups and  alliances,
through its explanation of”
the Shi’ite Moslem opposi-
tion. to the Shah, to its
description of the attitudes
of Catholic workers ‘in the
Irish struggle. -

Inthe struggle against ; all
forms of oppression, .in-

: cludmg anti-Semitism, the

- themselves to be among the
.- best

S

and

Challenge ~have " proved

of workmg

class
fighters. -

But in the fight against =~
oppression there are no .

special cases. Just-as we en-
courage the dissolution .of
Christian - culture- by per-
suading people to abandon

"-the oppressive roles of the

bourgeois family, so we will -

be happy to persuade people

to ‘assimilate’ - along the

. road that Marx and Trotsky

. took away from their Jewnsh

traditions. towards  the
socialist revolution.
© . If Steve Cohen-finds that

mcompatlble with calling 3

" himself Jewish, perhaps he

should consider why he calls .

. himself a socialist.

JOHN NOLAN
Liverpool -

Paddington Campaign Agéinst ‘

‘Racism and Anti Nazi League

.- - Defence Campaign

AS YOUR readers are aware, during and

- after the anti-British Movement demonstra-
tion held on Sunday 23 November, 66 of the
anti-fascist demonstrators were arrested,

‘mop up

' _roughly half b'y the notorious SPG, who
were brought in late in the afternoon to

The PCAR/ANL Defence Campaign was
set up immediately after the demonstration
‘to maintain and build on the anti-racialist,
anti-fascist presence in the area, and to pro-.

" vide the maximum legal and fmam:lal
_ assistance to those arrested. '
i _ If any of your readers were witnesses to

~ arrests or mistreatment by police, or if they -
o . have any-photographs which.could help in"
G the defence of those arrested, please con- -

. tactPaddington Law Centre, ‘439 Harrow

Rd, London W10.

And we are appealing to anti-racialist,
anti-fascist sympathisers and organisations
: to make generous donations towards the
defence of those arrested. Please send .
donations to: Treasurer, PCAR/ANL .-
.Defence Campaign, 29 Croxley Road, Lon;

don WY_.
‘Peter Cannel,

~

'PCAR/ANL Defcnce Campalgn /

incompatible- ‘

Socnallst .

Needed: a
firmer
political
approach

SINCE Socialist
Challenge’s relaunch in
September we have watched
for dramatic ‘changes of
style and gradual develop-
ment in ‘content. But it ap-
pears that the problem with
our revolutionary press is

" not to be solved by a chattier

style and a new typeface and
logo.

Council questloned this.
‘ Eight

What needs a firmer -

foundation is SC’s political
approach.  Issue 173 (20

" Nov) brought this to-a head. -
Accordmg to the front page .

the firefighters won a vic-
tory, yet the TV and an FBU

rebort at Glasgow Trades

FBU . regional
representatives voted
against the deal and the
recommendation was only

.accepted by the FBU. ex-

- coverage,
" tating reports, but surely the

ecutive on the chair’s
casting vote.

We subscribe to. SC and
“sell it to fight for political
leadership — should we tell -
the hembers.of Strathclyde
FBU they voted the wong

way!

-

The same problem arose
over the Gardner’s dispute
wonderful . regular
good commen-

workers won a p,artlaI vic-
tory: only the bosses’ first
option was thwarted.

Where was the explana-
tion of our programme to

“win the struggle and point -

the way to workers’ control

or even spme reserve about

-

the loss of the jobs for the
youth of the future? ;
On Benn the paper is
Eared to print interviews
with  this 1nsidious left-

" facing misleader but it does °

not pose a challenging or
critical question. This is
reinforce weekly by
dangerous . pandering to
‘his’>  projects,  almost
counterposed ‘That-
cher’s’ :

There is no harm in en-
couraging the debate in the
labour movement — some
might say comrade Benn has
a large platform already —
but we should have an in-
dication. of - the working
class, revolutionary Marx-
.ist, socialist alternative.

When _ civil servants’
picket lines were threatened
in Brixton it was a front.
page political event (quite

to

=right) but the 40-odd arrests

of Ayrshire Marine plckets

MERSEYSIDE ﬁrefighters show their feelings about the 1978
pay deal. Is the 1980 deal a vitory or are our correspondents (see

below) more correct in callmg ita sell out?

victory.

The fact is that thé FBU leaders

Flying in

the face of
rational
judgement

‘THE FBU won because
of... the solidarity shown by
the working class move-
ment.... This stirring of
power has sent the Tories
cringing.’ Socialist
Challenge, 3 December.

If only you"were right!

+

little

SO on.
can

"Vlctory — no lts
a sell aut' |

| WOULD have thought your front

page article on the firemen’s pay

agreement (3 Dec) was a
. premature to say, the least.

It gave the lmpressuon that we
firemen had scored a vrctory after
the so-called ‘agreement’. |
assure you that the majority of
firemen in my-area — not to mention
London, Glasgow and elsewhere —
are calling it a sell-out rather than a

decision to walk out of the meetmg-
with a ‘16.3' per cent compromise
has probably thrown away our best’
chance"of winning — our proposed
-strike action, fuII TUC backing and

I thmk-you will agrée with my
- assessment and | hope to see much
better coverage of our- dlspute in..
subsequent weeks. ’

CHRIS COOPER, FBU

However -such an assess-
ment seems to fly-in the face’
of rational judgement, and
has to be regarded as, at
best, wishful thinking.

The Firefighters’ victory '

is, .of course, -only. .too
welcome. Nevertheless, it is

- more an.assessment of Tory

paternalism than the pro-
duct of working-class anger
and‘threats of militancy.
The government and its
supporters may well be none
too happy at the moment.
They have clearly been
shaken by the impact of cer-

" -tain policies which they have

pursued. However, the pre-

Kings Norton

sent average level of pay set-

tlements and the Tories’
ability to withstand com-

paratively savage criticism - -

from important sections of
big business seems to sug-
gest that far from ‘cringing’
they are quite capable of
- maintaining their commit-
ment to the reshaping and
‘restructuring of industry.
‘Demagogic and illusory
statements - in  Socialist
Challenge will do little to
halt this pro;ect :

s

EDDIE ASH BEE

L Nottmgham A

. can’t

at - Hunterston got 150
words.
Here is some of the most.

vigorous practical opposi-

“tion to the class collabora-

STUC

tion of the
bureaucracy today
perhaps SC could turn that
experience into part of the
nucleus of a class struggle
left wirig in Scotland.

Where 'is ‘the paper
leading us? Comrades, we
need a polemical paper that
builds - our political pro-
gramme and party. Why
debates with- the
Socialist Workers Party on
Poland, workers’ states,
socialist democracy, and the

‘Marxist. struggle for power

be easily digested reading,
to say nothing of its power-
fully  stimulating ~ im-
mediacy?

.C ENDELL and TINA

LEA, Glasgow

'Victories

still to
come

" 'LEICESTER IMG disciss-
ed the ‘Victory’ headline on”

the firefighters’ article (3
Dec) and agreed that it'was
over-optimistic ~ in its
outlook. . :
.. The FBU  has not in-
flicted . a.  ‘humiliating
defeat’ on the Tories and
firemen are- confused and
divided on the issue. The
Wales regional committee
of the FBU voted to recom-
mend acceptance
"Mersey and Cheshire regions
unanimously rejected it.
. Merseyside’s - Terry
“Fields pointed out that the

1978 pay agreement had

been breached and that
there were cuts and produc-
thlti’ deals involved in the
total package. Scotland has
‘also opted for rejection.

Our line should be that--

this is a phoney concession
by the Tories and we should

be callmg for rejection of"

this ‘victory’ at the mass
meetings that take place on
the issue.

The working class can-

- not ‘be fed illusions. The

defeat of the miners in the
same week was mostly due
to the large coal stocks caus-
ed by the recession, and to
productivity deals which
have left most regions in a
. cautious mood.
“In. - our opinion

tories™-are still.to gome. .

LEICE' ER JMG

‘while -

*
VlC-

~John

Lennon in
America

IN-AN otherwise quite mov-
ing tribute to John Len-
non’s radical past, Socialist
Challenge and Tariq Ali did
a disservice to the truth.

. Tariq claimed that Len-
non’s ‘departure to the States
heralded a . flight from
politics’. And yet the same
issue of Socialist Challenge
proved this to be rubbish.
You r Frmted five songs,
three of which came from
‘Some Time in New York
City’, - his most political
album.

Besides the songs you
reprinted — ‘Woman is the
Nigger of the World’,‘Luck -
of the Irish’, and ‘Bloody '
Sunday’ — the album con- .
tains tributds to the Attica
Prison -~ rebels. and to
political prisoners = Angela
Davis and Anarcho-hippie
John Sinclair, and coritains
Yoko’s ‘Sisters, O Sisters’.

The LP. coneludes with -
the lines from New York Ci-
ty: ‘So we'decided to makeit -
our home/ If the Man wants
to shove us out/ We gonna -
jump-and shout/ The Statue
of Liberty said ‘“Come”’}’

. Jump and shout. they
did. Despite the tactically
safer course open to them of
sitting quiet, - John  and
Yoko appeared on plat-
forms at anti-war
demonstrations and rallied
«popular = support in their
fight to stay in the US.

In fact the edition of -
‘Some time in New York
City’ had a petition in it for -
their detence campaign.
And you will find this note
on the cover of the recent-
LP ‘Double Fantasy’: ‘With
special thanks to all the peo-
ple, known. and unknown,
who helped us stay in
America, without whom
this album would not have
been made.” .

s -one of those
‘unknown’ I would like to
pay tribute to Lennon and
Ono’s contribution to’the
US anti-war movement, to

_ its radicalisation, and.to the

ongoing struggles for the
democratic rights of those
invited by the Statue of
Liberty and harassed -for
their political views by the
US government.”

SKIP LASZLO

What's Left

RATES for What's Left ads. Sp per
word or £4 per col. inch. Deadline:-
noon Sat. prior to publeoﬂon
Payment in advance

- THE ASSOCIATION of Radical

Nurses Second National Meeting, Sat.
31 Jan, 11am-6pm, Sheffield. Venue
to be confirmed.




‘They ar¢'among 65 NUJ . vided two pheasants.

" members -fighting- redun:’ .- The. - publishing _in-’
mas ay In ’ * dancies ' imposed by  the dustryspnofltsarebemghlt

-book publishing division of  hard by public spending cuts

the occupa t’on k g[l"ngoEr!l;'ngl]l;s largest prin-- - ahd o eri:?’cseilcﬁ?ltihgpi(; )

Socialist
Chalieng

hose . who  -remained -
locked 'in their. office for

By a BPC Occupler five days over:Xinas. were -
o lt
~OCCUPATIONS don’ t stop for Xmas. Elght ggéf:ﬁ';ﬁg’ﬁ;ﬁ?;,%?gﬁiﬁ Capac y
jOurnallsts spent the festive season on the were among the donations It “’a“f‘fh‘" sack "ela"y f% :
 sixth-floor of an office block in Central Lon- - hoisted up tothe sixttifloor. ~ & o of s companiss, §
- don;, communicating ‘with the rest of-the - Gonated by Hackney Trades - ' Macdonald yFutura,. with
world via a bucket-and -rope houst - . Council, and the NUJ pro- those leftbehind expected Lo
L --pick up most of their work.
i - Union activists have been-
. selected for redugdancy
: The NUJ.chapel is unim-
--pressed by. the -claim " that
\ 5 ] ; ] ) R redundanqes are'the’ way to.
) ) ' ‘ | 2 g : ; 1 s i : e ‘save. -, the . company*,
- ‘- : : . . ’ | 2 ; : : oA 7 However Managemegiit: ap-
* pears” determmed to retain
what_ it “calls the right" to
manage — by .which ~
means the capacity to: en-
force any det:mo_n, no mat-

* The occupation by thea
65 NUJ - members "is "a
‘ response . to “management’s
--attempt at a tock-out, which |
tGok place when the chapel .
“contested: the -issuing of
- redundancy. notices ‘on. 10
NOVember « by - holding
. meetings in working time.

©The occupation of one
of. the - offices provides ..a
focus for the chapel at a
time when the mahagement
. would “like: to -'see’ it
_disintegrate.- Support for
'§ the struggle has-come from
BPC print. chapels, book,
-and - magazine . journalist-
- chapels, and local trades
councils. :

t_Fund‘ L

. Most of the65 occupiers
have not been paid since 21
"November. Although: they
are now receiving £20 a
‘week -official - dispute pay
from. the NUJ, many of-
them’ have. to rer on sup-
port from the chapel’s hard-
- ship.fund. - - .

" . Contributions - and
messages of support should
be sent to the BPC Chapel,
¢/0 NUJ Book Branch; 314
Gray’s Inn Road, “London
WC1 (cheques payabfe to
. Macdonald - Educational
- NUI chapel). Speakers are
avallable

By Pat Hickey, FEET Nt ‘
TGWU shop steward, ‘ I
Rover Solihull - =~ 7~
BL's refusal to- re- R
-instate the eight Long- .. = .
bridge workers who = - '
have been victimised -

for protestmg against .. . _
-arbitrary ~  lay-offs . v
shows management'’s '
determination to press
"ahead” with its latest
round of attacks on the -
"unions.

- This is managements next )
step» in pushing. through .the
provisions . of - the 92-page.
Slaves Charter’ which the - -
union leaderships |mposed ino

.

Sk, The Camden Joumal
in” North - London is being
shut.down b)j managemem

3 : . 2 . wspaper- e Of
: " R _ & X B~ g L 5 et v-few local-papers to sup-
- , he ground forfur- .o " ; ; LY = B : o .. po¥t Labour in elections —
“ther = victimisations if the S & : ERTN ¥ o Ve - "~ ‘were " handed _redundancy
workforce resists the spe - g - N 4 R N B A e ! . natices just before. Xmas.
ups i o - [ ¥ o A i3 - ? —— B - The resu!ttsasfnkeby

NUJ menibers-in the North
P athet ic

‘London News group, which
7 -“inéludes " the . Islington
n N Mlchaei Edwardes and hls‘A e

o - their ‘an ion plans by the. = - ‘

s At Longbndga there has not
- yet been a 'mass meetmg The."
. answer to’ Edwardes is mass’ .

‘meetings thfoughout the com- .~
- pany tosupport the Longbndge :

‘Camden- Journal.- regard
- -Managemeyit’s. “action - as
retaliation for their “milit-
—-.ancy -in union - dispufes.
Managemerf claims that the

C The AUEW 'hgs mstructed
- its members to report for. worke~ -
while the TGWU has called for

"an independent enquiry. Thus

Gazette and Hornsey‘
Journal,
" The edztonal staffon.the
sal of the union leaderships. -
I fight the 6.8-per cent wages
. deal imposed towards the end

L R ith_a. weekly- cir-.
.- : ‘of last year.. ‘the right-wing Jeaders openly - strikers. . _paper, .wi
Lo In t‘he ‘current -dispute ‘the - . condone management's vict- - - ' ‘”"’""’;{"f 78,000, is un-
: - o . s ti hile, ‘the “left’ -1f Edwardes does carry .  profitable, yet for years i
-pathetic response of the union imisations, - while. “the ‘le A Y has .done nothing to pro-
- leaders 'has encouraged man-~ resulted in the reductlon of the. - “leaders - ask " for an .‘indepen- . - 5. out his threat every BL plant mote.its sales.
ement in-its tough line. In- . -~ number of sackings from nine dent’ outsider to tell them what *"in the country should be oé- A hundred local people
ead of calling an immediate . to eight. : . todo. - " - cupied. So far the leader- attended  support meeting | )

| official strike, the " union: - When more “than 1 300 .7 7 No'section ofthe leadership .

has: respended- to. Edwardes’ -

threatofsackmgsand closures = - ing  another -vital battle, .
— the umpteenth time we've’ desplte the lead given by

callmg " _.the members.

two days before Xmas, and”
they set up "a Save the |
Camden. -Journal Defence
Committee. Michael Foot, a
local ‘resident, and Ton y
Benn are amiong.the spon--
.- Sors. -A demonstratlon is
'planned :
'R " Donations .and Suppo
. ¢/ Labaur Party, 28.M
~dle: Lane’ Fondon N§:-

leaders have done everythmg - waorkers walked out, Edwardes . . ship show every sign of los-

possible to avoid the issue. © has - typically - threatened - ta .
First- they suspended any . - -sack all the strikers if they do . -
~action pending the outcome of . - not - report for tk -on 5.
the appeals, . which. only - _.},anua LT

down on Socialist -~
Challenge sellers’ — . stéw rkir : 5. JVeL
that' was a recent od. for- Tabour. in 1em - socialists ip Oxford Labour

front-page headlme : 1979 city le;ncu electmns Party. What is happening - § Multl reader |nst|fut|ons., ngce, these rates f .
in the Oxford sta’ : "The . 'moves . - against, séts % dangerous ;érecedegt . DR ' . T ) :
. o Socnallst Challenge  sup- which could be used by-right : - ) f

wingers elesewhere. o
Witch-hunts, banls, ;r}d,.
,proscnpuons can only hélp -
_last ‘month- which . refused ?ocl:fxlcl)s)t(sﬁx)rrldthe Labour Par- the Teries by dividing the "
“membership to Peter Grant . y _ labour movement. It i§im- -
‘solely. -because - he sells " Just over 18 months ago- perative that the right .of
Socialist Challenge 'and - Ted Heslin; a Transport = . Labour Party members to
~-backed the - Oxfordshire . Union branch chairperson - sell Socialist Challenge and
County Labour. Party’s GC and supporter of Socialist..  otherleft papers is estabhsh-

It was repomng the deci-
. sions of the general commit-
tee of Oxford Labotur Party

porters are the latest step i _'Name

the witch-hunt  against

.Address‘g; e -

- I enclose a donatnon for the

- dcchs]on t(f) remove Anita. = Press, w%s] ex%:ll?d Srom the .  ed. Thic NEC. . Flghtlng Fund [+ ST SOPTR Veesrenaiial |
R " Richards - from the panel - party. e xford party € must .take. a i
’ " from ‘which county co‘:mcﬂ - continues to defy.-the NEC’s = stand" on this issue and. in- . Cheques, POS and Money Orders ShOUId be made
~candidates are chosen. : order to reinstate him, . .ostruct  :Oxford - CLP . to payable to ‘Socialist Challenge’.
‘Anita - "Richards was - . Socialist * Press - and reinstate. Ted Heslin . and . § Complete and return this form to: Soc1ahst :
dropped :from: the panel’ ‘Socialist Challenge - sup- uphold the appeals of Peter Challenge, PO Box 50, London N1 2XP. : i
. -because she sells Socjalist - - porters’ are still refused Grant and others .- for - o ST i
Challenge {(wrongly descnb- * membership, . despite the  membership. oo %

Publi(hadeCardm&}Eth’sas POBox50 Lo, aonNIAn:i.'-.; I . S ) ' . : : : - o . ' . - Co 'V'f.‘.
Pnnt.dhyEnstEndOffut{TUAl:ondoa& , R EEETE S - ey . : . . S . o -




