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CONFRONTATION

‘Brown says ‘no’ to

Contederation
nationalization policy

ALLEN
ON
TRIAL

R. VICTOR LEONARD
ALLEN, the 41-year-old
Leeds University lecturer, who
was arrested three weeks ago
in Lagos, Nigeria, stood trial
in Western Nigeria this week
with two trade umionists and
a teacher.

Allen and the three others,
Sidi Khayam, Jonas Kiomase-
kenagh Abam and Olushgun
Adebayo, have pleaded not
guilty to a three-count charge
of sedition.

Dr. Allen was arrested when

he left a magistrates court in
TLagos on July 1 after a charge
against him of managing an

_ unlawful society to oventhrow | .

the Nigerian government was
withdrawn. i
* Now Allen and the others are
accused of conspiring to over-
throw the government by sub-
versive means; drawing up plans
for the same purpose, and
having in their possession a
seditious publication.

The case was still proceeding
as we went to press.

DOCUMENTS

On Wednesday the prosecu-
tion read out documents which
were alleged to have been taken
from Adebayo’s home. One
was headlined ‘Notes on a
lecture on revolution No. I’
which stated that Nigeria is in
the grip of a dictatorship
masked in parliamentary demo-
cracy, and Nigerian Marxists
had to appreciate the signifi-
cance of revolution and prepare
for it.

In opening the prosecution,
Mr. Cecil Miller alleged that
Dr. Allen made wuse of his
‘intellectual  eXxuberance  or
kindred fanatical inclination’
when he joined the other three
in Nigeria.

The Newsletter calls again on
all British trade unionists and
members of the labour move-
ment to write to the Nigerian
High Commrissioner demanding
the release of these political
prisoners immediately.

ABOUR’s deputy leader, George Brown, again
L showed his contempt of the working class
When, last week in a discussion with Mr. Edward
Heath and Mr. Jo Grimond on BBC television’s
‘Gallery’ he repeated his Party’s pitiable four-point
nationalization plan put forward in the House of

Commons a week earlier.

Labour would, if returned
to power in October, nationa-
lize steel, urban land ‘ripe for
development’, extend the
operation of British Road
Services, and the water under-
takings.

Questioned by Mr. Heath
about other industries such as
chemicals, machine tools and the
aircraft industry, Mr. Brown
said ‘No, no, no.

Completely ignoring the
suggestions of further
nationalization contained in
‘Signposts for the Sixties’,
the programme drawn up
during the Gaitskell period,
Mo arimam commenteds
‘There is no other proposal
than those 1 have already
told you about.’

‘Gommanding heights’

At first Brown would not say
what the Labour Party intended
to nationalize, saying there was
plenty of time later for revela-
tions,

When he finally told the
viewers (near the end of the

programme s0 that he could not

be pressed too hard on the
question) Mr. Heath wanted
to know Brown’s reasons for
nationalization.

All Brown could say was that
it was the ‘commanding heights’
of the economy, to which Heath
replied: ‘Is water the command-
ing height of the economy?’

The truth of the matter is
that Brown doesn’t want even
these industries nationalized.

Brown exposed

Mr. Brown exposed himself
completely when pressed by Mr.
Heath who reminded him about
the proposals of the Confedera-
tion of Shipbuilding and En-
gineering Unions for ‘a large
measure of public control and
ownership’ of the heavy elec-
trical industry.

Said Mr. Brown: ‘Brother, I
am talking to you about the
Labour Party, and it is the

Labour Party that will be
opposing you at the General
Election, not the Confederation.’

What is going to happen after
the election Mr. Brown?

As The Newsletter has
constantly pointed out, the
Labour Party will come to
power with absolutely no
policies to solve the prob-
lems of the working class
caused by automation,
speed-up and unemploy-
ment.

Changing policy
Even the weak recommenda-
tions of the Confederation are

ignmored ar iy~ Shge -oy-Browi,
igm 5

Wilson and the right wing of
the Labour Party.

They want to carry even
further the actions that ended
for a time with the death of
Gaitskell—he was attempting to
change the clause 4 policy of
the Labour Party by completely
doing away with nationalization,

He was stopped by the
rank and file in the Labour

Party who told him

nationalization must stay.

It is high time they told

‘Brother Brown’ to get out.

The rank and file of the trade
union and labour movement
must unite now to force a
Labour government to imple-
ment a socialist policy to fight
the monopolies.

Chaabani caught

CO-LONEL Mohamied Chaa-

‘bani, the 35-year-old former
commander of the Fourth
Military Region, who started a
counter-revolution in Algeria in
June, was arrested on Wed-
nesday.

Ben Bella’s government has
also taken action to prevent the
government Opposition leader,
M. Khider, from taking out the
£15,000,000 deposited in his
name when he was secretary-
general of the FLN last year.
® For more mews on Algeria

see page 3.

Thondaman
criticises
government
on race

question

DESCRIBING the appalling

conditions and unemploy-
ment suffered by Ceylon estate
workers, S. Thondaman MP,
leader of the 350,000-strong
Ceylon  Workers’ Congress,
stated recently that immediate
steps must be taken to solve
the problem.

In an indirect attack on the
coalition government of Mrs.
Bandaranaike, Thondaman said
that while argument and polemic
over ithe fate of 1,000,000 people
—a tenth of thé population—

grow; e~ provicil ot HJInan

misery and frustration
tinued.

‘Estate workers are excluded
from all employment under
government or in government
corporations and are not per-
mitted to obtain any land from
government or settle down in
colonisation schemes,” he added.

con-

Plantation work

‘Administrative préssure s
broughit to bear even on private
concerns to ensure the non-
employment of these stateless
workers,

‘Thus, the only avenue of
employment open to these estate
workers are the plantations,
though a handful may have
managed to get work in domestic
service.’

The immediate task, said
Thondaman, was to regain the
human rights so far denied to
these workers,

‘The future is not hopeless as
there are a number of progres-
sive trade union organisations
which are united with these
workers,” he said.

Thondaman hoped that the
government would restore all
the fundamental human rights
to the estate workers. (Most of
these workers are third or fourth
generation Tamil-speaking In-
dians.)
® For a further article om
Ceylon by G. Healy see page 2.

Castro prepares ‘peace’ deal with US

IDEL. CASTRO, self-

styled Marxist-Leninist, is
now openly attempting to
make a deal with the United
States. In an 18-hour inter-
view with the ‘New York
Times” last week-end Castro
offered to halt aid given to
revolutionary movements in
South America in exchange
for a cessation of US sub-
version in Cuba.

He was prepared to discuss
some international supervision
of such an agreement. In any
case, material assistance to
Fidelist groups outside Cuba is
reported to have dwindled in the
past year.

Castro said that ‘normal’
relations with the United States
would lead to the release of about
15,000 political prisoners held in
Cuba.

Resumption of trade relations
would make possible the indem-
nification of American firms taken
over by the Cubans.

Diminishing tensions

It was made clear that the
attempt to reach a settlement with
Washington was prompted by
Moscow.

‘The spirit that has always been
shown by the USSR has been to
interest itself in the diminishing
of tensions and the bettering of
relations,” said the Cuban leader.

Castro told his interviewer that
the Cuban revolutionary regime
would give way 10 a constitutional
government before January 1969,
This would be the 10th anniver-
sary of the revolution.

Rumours have been circulating
for some time about a rapproch-
ment between Castro and the State
Department. Recently, trouble at
the Guantanamo naval base has
diminished.

It was generally expected that
Castro would wait for the US

clections before making a move.
The flight of his sister and the
announcemeni in Washington that
she had been an American agent
for some years may be connected
with the decision to start now to
prepare for a deal,

Her flight poses important
questions when one considers that
she had heen closely connected
with the top leadership of the
country and that Raoul, Castro’s
brother, is reported to have known
about her activities for two years
and knew of her intended escape.
How and why did this man,
leader of the Cuban army, allow
this escape?

‘Cut ties’

Official response in Washington
on Monday was to demand that
Cuba cut her ‘ties of dependency’
on the USSR before any nego-
tiations could begin. However,
no definition of such ties was
given and it was agreed that no
acts of ‘subversion” had been
backed by the Cuban government

since last November.

The Newsletter, which has con-
stantly supported the Cuban re-
volution against US imperialism
since 1959, has also warned that

the regime in Cuba does not
constitute workers’ power.
No substitute

The Castro leadership is a

petty-bourgeois nationalist group,
pushed by the pressure of im-
perialism to nationalize foreign
investment and to lean on the
working class.

That this is no substitute for
Marxism is now very clear. The
victory of the Cuban working
class depends on spreading the
revolution to South America and
to North America also.

Castro has now openly shown
that, in order to maintain econo-
mic ties with Khrushchev, he will
cut off connections with revolu-
tionary struggle.

An international Marxist move-
ment is the only hope for the
Cuban revolution.

‘We’re dealing with tough firm® - official

Major struggle

at Ford certain

7000 Halewood men returniini'Liverpool

THE £30,000,600 Ford factory at Halewood on Merseyside came to a standstill after the
management locked-out 7,000 day and night shift workers this week. The lock-out took
place after production lines became entangled as night shift workers tock action against the
excessive speeds of the belts in the factory.
Shop stewards and workers in the trim shops told a meeting of all 7,000 workers

on Wednesday morning in the Liverpool Stadium how the dispute had begun.

They complained that for two
years, workers at the Halewood
plant had created the rod break-
ing their own backs by attempt-
ing to keep up with the speeds
of the belts arbitrarily fixed by
Ford work-study experts.

To keep to these speeds
men literally had te run and
jump in and out of moving
lines, constantly exceeding
their stations. This had to be
done for eight and a half and
10-hour shifts said the
stewards.

Lately workers have found
that even under these conditions
it has been impossible to keep
up with the belt, so they have
been starting before the time
signals and running over after
the finishing bell.

On top of this, foremen, who
are paid to supervise, have also
been working flat out as pro-
duction line workers.

Finally, last week, workers in
the trim shop on the night shift
decided to ask the management
to reduce the work load. This
was refused, so the men decided
to work normally—to run no
more and to begin and finish
on time,

CHAOS

Ford claim that this resulted
in the production dropping last
Monday from 36 cars in the
first hour to 14 in the third.
This eventually affected other
pants of the factory and things
became chaotic. The firm re-
fused to reduce the speed of
the 'belts and had to send the
night shift home.

On Tuesday the dav shift also,

ground to a halt and the men
were sent home.

At the mass meeting on
Wednesday many speakers de-

manded the workers take a
stand now to settle a national
agreement on line speeds
throughout the motor industry.

ACTION

Speaking for the Transport
and General Workers’ Union,
Mr. Sam Glasstone was loudly
applauded when he said: ‘It is
obvious that to settle these prob-
lems caused by automation more
than industrial action is required
—political action is needed.

‘With Fords we are dealing
with the toughest employer
not only in England, but in
the world. I know what I
would like to do to Fords,
but unfortunately, it is not yet
part of the Labour Party
programme.

‘I hope evervone here will
decide to do something about
that in the autumn and in the
months after the election.

It was decided to resume work
immediately on condition that:

There will be no running
to keep up with the belts;

That no man will start
before time or finish after
time;

That no man will leave his
station limits: and

That formen will not work
on the production lines.

The men intimated that the
decision on this question and the
question of line speeds must be
received by Monday.

It looks as though a major
struggle with Fords is inevitable,

sivee the firm _has cansistently

stated to union officials that line
speeds and work loads are not,
and never will be, the subject
of negotiations,

Wilson and friends
break ITV strike

OWN at Wimbledon Harold Wilson, leader of the Labour
Party, hobnobbed with the aristocracy and leading Tories

of Britain—Princess Marina, Lady Churchill and Dr. Beeching
of railway fame—one week-end. And, seven days later he was
discussing with a close friend the possibility of ending the
ITV workers’ strike—again watching a game of tennis at

Wimbledon,

After discussing with a Mr.
X, who was later found to be a
certain solicitor, Mr. Arnold
Goodman, Wilson took what he
called ‘a small part’ in the
negotiations which resulted in
ending the strike.

A spokesman for the Tech-
nicians’ Union said that all
demands and offers were being
withdrawn and fresh talks with
the employers will begin. This
can hardly be seen as a victory
for the television workers, They
are back at the starting post as
far as negotiations are con-
cerned.

NEGOTIATIONS

The 3,500 men who came out
on strike for a 25 per cent wage
increase and a shorter working
week, are not likely to get any-
thing out of the so-called
‘realistic negotiations’ that the
management talk of.

Wilson earlier this year inter-
vened in the strike of workers
at the Steel Company of Wales
and called for a court of

SPECIAL OFFER

TWO WEEKS TO GO

The Newsletter’s special
offer to nmew subscribers is
open for another iwo
weeks. Fill in the subscrib-
tion form on page 4 NOW
and receive your Newsletter
in the post at the old rate

- of 7s. for 12 issues.

We still appeal to all our
readers and subscribers to
increase their orders of the
recently enlarged News-
letter.

inquiry, the results of which
were published last week.

The men at SCOW gained
nothing from the inguiry.  They
were merely told that there
would be no wage rise because
@he company could not afford
1t.

Afraid that his public election
image might be spoiled by
workers who are fighting for
wage increases and better work-
ing conditions, Wilson inter-
vened again this week.

His friend Mr. Goodman is
legal adviser to Television Wales
and West and is known to have
many connections in the tele-
vision industry, according to the
national press. 3

On Thursday, July 2, Wilson
attended a press showing of a
film on Aneurin Bevan as guest
of Jack Hylton, the impressario.

BUSY

According to the ‘Telegraph’
(July 7) Wilson met Goodman
at the film show and there was
considerable discussion on the
strike which had then reached
deadlock.

In the following days Wilson
was no doubt very busy pulling
strings and making the way
clear for his spectacular strike-
breaking effort.

In line with the big television
bosses, Wilson helped to get the
men back to work and betray
their interests.

Such a strike could have been
successful but Wilson prefers to
keep well in with his wealthy
friends.

No doubt Lady Churchill and
Princess Marina will loudly
applaud his action but the
working class will certainly not
do so. ‘

Grivas
presses

for union
with Greece

FFYHE return of General

Grivas to Cyprus has
made him the effective leader
of the Greek nationalist forces
on the island. In his ‘trium-
phal’ journey from Nicosia to
Famagusta and when address-
ing mass rallies, he openly
declared the need for Enosis—
union with Greece.

He repeated this call when he
spoke to a special session of the
Cyprus House of Representa-
tives on Monday. He demanded
that the House itself declare
its support for Enosis.

The former EOKA leader
said he had returned to Cyprus,
not as a politician, but as ‘an
apostle of the national ideal’.
He urged that ‘ideological differ-
ences with communism’ be set
aside ‘for the sake of the
national ideal.

‘We should all march hand in
hand for the realisation of
Enosis,” he said.

Applauded

This means that he is pre-
pared to look for Soviet support
against the British base in
Cyprus. However this may be
applauded by AKEL, the
Cypriot Communist Party, it

~does not make-Grivas-any less

of a danger to the Cypriot
workers.

Before his career as the leader
of Cypriot nationalist guerrilla
forces, Grivas was an exiremne
reactionary politician in Greece.

His private army formed in
1943, was more concerned with
killing Communist Party mem-
bers than with liberating Greece
from German occupation.

Instead of developing a united
working class struggle in Cyprus
with a socialist programme,
AKEL has trailed behind
Makarios, hoping to turn him
towards Moscow.

In this way they have allowed
the nationalists to divide Greek
and Turkish workers and
peasants.

They have also prepared the
way for men like Grivas to take
over and to crush the working
class  movement, especially
AKEL itself,

Postmen
reject
4 per cent
offer

OSTMASTER - General

Bevins made an offer to
the postmen this week of a
miserable 4 per cent wage
increase — virtually the same
as the offer turned down
earlier this year in February.

Because of their poor wages
and bad working conditions the
postmen decided on a one-day
strike and an overtime ban.

At the last minute the men
were persuaded by union leader
Ron Smith to drop all militant
action and put the claims to a
committee of enquiry.

The results of the enquiry—
on which Bevins made his offer
to the union—have proved to
be a farce.

Representatives: of the union

met Bevins on Wednesday and
turned down his offer. Smith
said he would report to his
union executive but would not
recommend acceptance,
! Postmen will have learned
that men like Bevins do not
hand out wage increases unless
forced to do so through militant
action by workers.

Postmen, who are among the
most poorly paid workers, will
have to fight for their original
demands.



Page Two

THE NEWSLETTER

July 11, 1964

HE relationship be-

tween the leaders of
the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party (Ceylon) and the
Pabloite  international
centre in Europe was a
marriage of political

convenience.

The former capitulated to
the pressure of the capitalist
politicians in Ceylon and
eventually found their way
into the coalition govern-
ment, whilst the latter con-
centrated on the liquidation of
the sections of the Fourth
International  founded by
Trotsky in 1938.

In Britain it was Pablo who
prepared the ground for John
Lawrence and his group in 1954
to split away from our orgar}i—
sation and join the Communist
Party. Right at the moment
when Lawrence proposed to
enter, Pablo drew back and
criticised him.

From time to time we also
read of criticisms which the
centre in Paris made of the
LSSP. All the while they
boosted this party as the largest
Trotskyist organisation in the

world. They maintained the
friendliest relations with its
leaders.

The Pabloites
- supported
N. M. Perera

Pablo, Frank and Germain
were fully aware of the revision-
ist policy being pursued by
N. M. Perera, After the 1960
election he wrote a lengthy
resolution outlining his pre-
paration for the coalition, which
was forwarded to the centre in
Paris. In this, he justified his
policy along the lines of the
‘entrist’ policies pursued by the
Pablo leadership.

The following sections reveal
his ideas which were essentially
in line with Pablo’s policy of
all-out support for ‘entrism’
and for capitalist

national

Bala Tampoe, one of the leaders
of the Revolutionary Section of
the LSSP, which realises discussion
must take place on events in the
international movement

parties and movements such as
the FLN _in Algeria.
‘Concretely,’ he said, ‘the
LSSP party will have fo take
the following steps. First of
all enter into a no-contest
pact to fight the forthcoming
elections. In the campaign
itself declare our readiness to
support the formation of an
SLFP [Sri Lanka Freedom
Party] government. This must
not be hedged about with
conditions otherwise we will
weaken the forces ready to

Behind the Coalition (ii

eft

by Gerry Healy

rally round an alternative
government.
Secondly, steps must be

taken to bring about a pro-
grammatic agreement with
the SLFP with a view to
forming a joint governmment.
The = pre-election resistance
through fear of the disad-
vantages of a Marxist-SLFP
alliance will no longer obtain
after the election. We will
not get most of what we
stand for, but a broad pro-
gressive programme should be
possible, e.g. (a) nationaliza-
tion of life insurance, but not
all; (b) control of banks but
not mnationalization; (¢) go-
vernment import of all essen-
tial commodities, but not all

“* hinports and exports; (d) a
ceiling on incomes, ete.

It is possible to denigrate
such a line of action as class-
collaboration and condemn it
out of hand. This charge of
class collaboration is only
tenable if the class character

of the SLFP as a petty-
bourgeois party is not
accepted. In any case, such

entrist tactics in respect of
reformist  social-democratic
parties are nothing new.
Admittedly we are taking
enfrism a stage further by
accepting office. But is this
not the best way of taking
the imasses through the
experience necessary to dispel
their illusions, and creating
confidence in our genuineness.
A few bold progressive
measures sponsored by us will
enable them fo learm more
than years of propaganda by
us. These measures should
be such as to be in line with
our socialist programme and
such as would carry our
socialist policies forward.

It is also possible to con-
demn this as parliamentarism.
As I have already pointed out
historical factors have pushed
the parfy into the parliamen-
tary struggle in a big way.
And parliamentary struggle is
also a struggle for power.
Universal franchise does boost
the parliamentary struggle. It
is no accident of history that
in no country where universal
franchise obtains has there
been a revolutionary over-
throw of the capitalist class.
Though mass struggles lead-
ing to the overthrow of capi-

" talism are conceivable, in
point of fact such sitnations
have never yet arisen, because
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the franchise has placed in
the hands of the workers a
vehicle for achieving power.
Universal franchise one must
admit has tended to blunt the
edge of mass struggle. Mili-
tant working class actions
will continue to occur, but
they do not reach the heights
necessary for wresting power.

It would be equally wrong
to deny the dangers and
pitfalls of such a policy of
entrism, as I have advecated
earlier. It may, specially at
the outset, create more illu-
sions in the progressive
character of the SLFP. There
are also the dangers inherent
in taking office. LSSP mini-

sters miay havé to take un-

pleasant decisions with regard
to strikes, and the demands
of the workers. We may not
be able to eliminate these
dangers, but we can minimise
them (a) by activising our
party organisation and by
systematic propaganda through
it of the true meaning and
purpose of these entrist tactics.
We should, if this work is
properly carried out, succeed
in infiltrating the SLFP
branches and capturing the
the more progressive minded
yvouth of the rural areas;
(b by pushing through a
comprehensive labour code
obtain some very needed
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reforms which will help root
out some of the worst evils
of the existing system. By
a more sympathetic attitude
to labour as against the em-
ployers win the confidence of
the workers and be able to
harness them for the next
stage in our attainment of
power.’

No basic
- difference
between

Pablo and

Germain

Significantly enough the recent
timing of Pablo and his follow-
ers for their public pro-Khrush-
chev activities coincides with the
formation of the coalition
government in Ceylon. Yet
there is no 'basic difference in
method between Frank and
Germain, who are expelling
Pablo, and N. M. Perera and
his followers.

Indeed, over ‘the past year
Pablo has had no direct control

or. influenceesver. what has gone. ..

on in Ceylon. All the decisions
have been made by Germain,
and Frank, supported by the
Socialist Workers Party in the
United States.

It is well known that Germain
is at this moment engaged in
building up a faction in Western
Europe against the SWP. His
immediate  collaborators are
those who are turning towards
liquidation into the parties of
social-democracy.

Recently, Germain described
Mr. Joseph Hamsen, who likes
to be known as the secretary of
the late leon Trotsky, as ‘an
hysterical old woman’, and the
SWP as ‘an opportunist party’.

Ceglon Coalition

Some problems
of the Ceylon
revolutionary

The LSSP

revolutionary

wing and the
degeneration of

Pabloism

One cannot separate the
problems of the LSSP revolu-
tionary wing from this degene-
ration. These comrades are
aware that a lot of discussion
has to take place about what
happened in the international
movement since 1953,

Apart from a few brief
written words and odd notes
about international work there
has been absolutely no serious

discussion in the LSSP on such .
‘problems for almost ten years.

Many comrades who support the

" minority are only now begin- .

ning to realise the relations
between the international and
national degeneration of the
Fourth International founded by
Trotsky in 1938.

The future of the revolution-
ary wing depends mainly now
upon a serious study of this
relationship.

The Unified Secretariat under
the direction of Germain and
Frank, supported by the SWP,
advocated support for the cen-
trist wing of Leslie Goone-
wardene and Colvin de Silva
and the United ILeft Front
policy right up until the vote

A

was taken at the LSSP Confer-
ence on June 7. Pierre Frank
very reluctantly supported the
revolutionary wing after they
walked out.

They did not, in any way,
support the revolutionary mino-
rity before the conference.
Indeed, they endeavoured at all
times to dampen down the
internal struggle by pleas about
unity and internal party peace.

The Unified Secretariat issued
a bulletin in January 1964 which
contained letiers to the LSSP
leadership about the United Left
Front and the basis for the

eventual agreement between
them.
In the same bulletin they

published a resolution from the
minority. This resolution was
sabmitted for discussion on
July 7, 1963, but the Unified
Secretariat did not make it
known to their sections until
early in 1964. This resolution
warned the whole movement
about the dangers of the United
Left Front when it said:

‘The working class and the
broader revolutionary masses
of tomorrow must not be led
to believe that their salvation
lies im putting a so-called
“Left Front” in office, but in
organising and uniting for
direct mass action against the
SLFP government and the
other forces of capitalism in
Ceylon, on the road fo a
Workers’ and Peasants’
Government.’

This was reproduced without
a single word of comment,
either for or against by the
Unified Secretariat. Such silence
undoubtedly disorientated many
comrades who could have been
won to the minority.

Whilst behind the scenes some
leaders of the Paris <centre
vaguely supported the leaders
of the minority; in the public
activity of the LSSP they came
down heavily on the side of
the centrists. This two-facedness
is typical of the methods of

Pabloism. .

Even now when Leslie
Goonewardene and Colvin de
Silva with their supporters are
actively behind N. M. Perera
and the coalition government,
the Unified Secretariat does not
expel them. It is still hoping
that it will be possible to bring
them together with the revolu-
tionary left, in an organisation
where they will be able to
manoeuvre between the left and
right wings.

In effect, the Unified Secre-
tariat is extremely hostile to
many of the leaders of the
minerity because they know that
there is going to be a serious
examination of the policies of
the International Committee of
the Fourth International.

After the coalition govern-
ment was formed, a ferocious
struggle between the two rival
factions for power took place
inside a number of unions. The
tendency which gained most
from this was undoubtedly the
Chinese wing of the Communist
Party led by Shanmugathasan,
whom Pierre Frank had special
discussions with whilst he was
on the island.

Having staggered through the
United Left Front, Frank is now
looking for another alliance
with a pro-Chinese tendency
which is extremely hostile to
Trotskyism. At the same time
as Frank was speaking to
Shanmugathasan, the latter was
taking full advantage of the
formation of the coalition by
insisting in the press that this
was the direct outcome of
Trotskyist policies.

The LSSP revolutionary wing
has now the historic task of
reconstructing the revolutionary
party in Ceylon. They will do
this all the better when they
understand its relationship t¢
the past and break completely
from the Unified Secretariat in
Paris. Their place is in the
ranks of the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth Inter-
national.

0

The LSSP Revolutionary Section must find a road to constructing the revolutionary party with roots in
the struggle of plantation workers like these

A Betrayal of Trotskyism

A STATEMENT BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Discussion of differences was not

IMPERIALISM can only retain its hold in Ceylon
as in other colonial and semi-colonial countries
through the medium of native ‘national’ leaders.
In Ceylon the native capitalist parties are no longer
able to govern alone; the economic and political
crisis has raised the question of workers power, in
alliance with the peasantry. Capitalist rule is being
maintained only because the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party, a workers’ party, which has until now claimed
membership of the Fourth International, has entered
into a coalition with the capitalist Bandaranaike
government, with the purpose of disciplining the
working class,

The programme of the Fourth International and
of Trotskyism has been completely abandoned by the
majority of the LSSP. Its leaders have deserted fo
the side of imperialism. The International Committee
condemns them as traitors and enemies of the
working olass. It welcomes the decision of a
minority to form the new LSSP Revolutionary
Section. _

Since the split in the Fourth International, after
which the International Committee was formed, the
LSSP has adhered to the International Secretariat
until recently led by M. Pablo. While the Inter-
national Secretariat has acclaimed the LSSP as ‘the
only really mass Trotskyist party in the world, etc.’
the opportunist and parliamentary degeneration of

the LSSP went on behind its public adherence to the

Fourth International.

Pabloism consists essentially of an abandonment
of the perspective of constructing independent Marx-
ist parties, relying instead on the inevitable ‘left’
development of the petty-bourgeois revisionists and
of the Labour bureaucracies. This formed the
‘theoretical’ and political cover for the capitulation
of N. M, Perera and the LSSP leaders.

After the LSSP entered the coalition, the Unified
Secretariat of the Pabloite revisionists expelled the

three ministers, Perera, Amil Moonesinghe and
Cholmondely Goonewardene, and suspended the
504 delegates who voted for the coalition. These
were the fruits in Ceylon of the ‘re-unification’ of
the Pabloites and others exactly one year ago.
Pablo himself had been suspended from the Unified
Secretariat along with his supporters on the Executive
Committee only a few weeks earlier. In the
European sections of the Pabloite Fourth Inter-
national new splits are on the way; Frank and
Germain who led the suspension of Pablo are
openly going over to a programme of structural
reforms which has developed in the ‘left’ social-
democracy and the reformist Italian Communist
Party.

Pablo and his immediate clique are openly capi-
tulating to Khrushchev, whilst Frank and Germain
tag along with centrist currents in Western European
social democracy and the Stalinist Parties. There
is no basic difference in revisionist method between
the two groups. They both serve different wings of
the corrupt bureaucracies of Stalinism and Social-
Democracy.

When the Wnified Secretariat, consisting of the
Pabloite International Secretariat and some former
members of the International Committee was formed
in June 1963 with the support of the Socialist
Workers Party of the United States, the International
Committee opposed this unification. We insisted that
unification without political discussion and agreement
was unprincipled and would, in fact, only prepare
future splits weakening and not strengthening the
Trotskyist movement,

The procedure of unification without discussion
flowed maturally from the Pabloite revisionism of
Marxism and the abandonment of the building of
revolutionary parties. The betrayal in Ceylon only
one vyear after the unification together with the
suspension of ‘Pablo has overwhelmingly confirmed

-opportunists.

our position.
permitted.  Criticism of the LSSP or any other
section was forbidden on the grounds that it would
impede the wunity of the Trotskyist movement.
Pabloism thus consciously and directly prepared the
betrayals of Perera and the LSSP majority. In the
name of Trotskyism a defeat for the working class
was organised.

In proposing a ‘centre’ resolution at the LSSP
Conference based on the class collaborationist role
of the CP and the MEP in the United Left Front
the Unified Secretariat continued, in fact, to prepare
for the defeat. Even now they do not expel the
centre group of de Silva and Leslie Goonewardene,
even though they remain in the same party as the
traitor Perema.

The LSSP Revolutionary Section has taken the
first pecessary step—a complete break from the
It must find a road to constructing
the revolutionary party with roots in the struggles of
the urban workers and the plantation workers, pre-
paring not for parliamentary honours but for the
revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist government.

The entry of the LSSP members into the Bandara-
naike coalition marks the end of a whole epoch of
the evolution of the Fourth International. It is in
direct service to imperialism, in the preparation of
a defeat for the working class that revisionism in the
world Trotskyist movement has found its expression.
The task of reconstructing the Fourth International
must be undertaken from the firm basis of con-
structing revolutionary proletarian parties in every
country in struggle against the bureaucratic and
opportunist servants of imperialism and against their
defenders the revisionists who usurp the name of
Trotskyism and the Fourth International.

The International Committee of the
Fourth International, July 5, 1964
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Violence follows signing
~of the Civil Rights Bill

Naive SWP call for troops

S President Lyndon Johnson put pen
A to paper and made the Civil Rights Bill a
law in Washington on Friday, July 3, the Southern
States of America saw some of the most vicious
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Southern Rhodesia

Smith lines up with

% Two-faced
Tshombe —

attacks by white segregationists against Negroes.

Johnson may have signed
the Bill, which now gives the
coloured people the right to
enter restaurants, hotels,
shops, stores, and other public
places where they have pre-
viously been barred, but this
has not stopped the reaction-
ary demonstrations of the Ku
Klux Klan and its supporters.

All those religious do-gooders
—black and white—who pin
their hopes on acts of law and
the so-called enlightenment of
Johnson on the Negro question
will have their dreams drastic-
ally shattered in the summer
months.

Turned out

In the ‘Sunday Times™ this
week a photograph showed a
young Negro  demonstrator
being turned out of a restaurant
car park by two white men, one
holding a gun and another
wielding an axe handle.

At a rally supporting the
traditional Southern line of:
‘integration should be a matter
for the individual states’, three
young coloured boys were
beaten up by a crowd of jeering
Southerners. "

When Negroes tried to eat in
a restaurant at Selma, Alabama,
four of them were arrested.
Two white men and two
Negroes were injured during a
street fight when other Negroes
tried, unsuccessfully, to enter a
drive-in restaurant at Laurel,
Mississippi.

Workers dead?

The three young ‘civil rights
workers’ who went to Missis-

In its June 29 issue, ‘The
Militant’, the paper of the
Socialist Workers’ Party, naively
called upon President Johnson
to send the troops into Missis-
sippi to stop the attacks on
Negro freedom fighters.

‘Jail cops’

Clifton DeBerry, the Socialist
Workers’ Party candidate for
President, who wrote the article,
says: ‘Occupation forces should
arrest and throw every cop or
other official in jail, who were
connected with the disappear-
ance of the three Civil Rights
fighters.

Such a proposition means
nothing for the coloured people
who- are fighting for freedom.
American troops are not fighting
in South Vietnam or Laos on

‘behalf of the American people

and they will not do so when
sent into Mississippu. )
Johnson uses the army to
back up American mono-
polists. Any restoration of
law and order in Missis-
sippi will only be done
so that the bosses can carry

on making their profits in a

reasonably peaceful state.

To call for the troops to be
sent into this state is to betray
the interests of every single
coloured worker inside the
United States.

Face facts

The SWP and its leadership
will not face up to the fact that
the only way to fight for the
freedom of the Negro popula-
tion is to link the fight with that
of the thousands of unemployed

Congo PM

OISE TSHOMBE, former
leader of the Katanga
breakaway province, who has
been in exile for a year, was
asked on Monday, July 6, to
form a government by Presi-
deni Kasavubu. '
Ever since he returned to the
Congo, Tshombe has been talk-
ing of reuniting the country’s
left and right-wing forces. But
only a day before he was asked
to form a government five
alleged members of the exiled
Committee of Liberation were
condemned to death in Leopold-
ville.

The five were accused of
having grenades, explosives and
detonators.

Tshombe’s talk of uniting the
various factions —the Com-
mittee of National Liberation,
Pierre :Mulele’s supporters and
the right-wing party of Mobutu
—in a government is mnot
through any particular love of
peace.

Stop violence

He wishes to stop the unrest
and violence which now tears
the country apart so that the
Congo’s  important  mineral
export trade with France and
Belgium can continue unhin-
dered.

Where Tshombe finds it
expedient he will imprison such
political opponents as the five
who have been sentenced to
death in Leopoldville, should
anything stand in the way of his
allegiance to certain imperialist
countries.

Since the elections are only
six months away, ‘Tshombe
wants to have a certain amount
of support whilst he is in power.

__sippi-over a week ago_are. still —hite- Workers— on— the-—dole—— 10 get such support he is-trying

missing and it is thought un-

likely that they will now be

found alive. '

Johnson’s. move can only

be seen as a piece of
election propaganda aimed
at attracting the Negro vote
to the Democratic party at
the forthcoming presidential
election.

the

queues in America.

Hansen and his colleagues .
will not face up to the building '
of a working class Marxist
movement pledged to give
leadership in the struggles of
the workers in America. And,
until such a leadership is built,
Negro fight will remain
isolated.

to buy off the leaders of the
left-wing rebel forces.

His «all for the release of
pro-communist Antoine Gizenga
can only be seen as a step
towards bribing those in oppo-
sition  to  Adoula — Congo’s
present prime minister—to stop
the fighting in Stanleyville and
other parts of the Congo.

South Africa

AN SMITH, prime minister of Southern Rhodesia, has
. announced that new trade agreements will be negotiated
with the South African government.

The white supremacists of
Southern Rhodesia are aligning
themselves with the apartheid
government of Verwoerd in
South Africa, ‘We are prob-
ably closer to South Africa than
any other country in the world,’
stated Smith.

This connection between the
vicious segregationist govern-
ments of the two countries is
hardly surprising and if Smith
should announce independence
for Southern Rhodesia under
the white minority government,
the African workers’ plight will
become even more desperate.

Sir Alec Douglas-Home aad
the Tories are, to say the least,
in a quandary over the question
of Southern Rhodesia. They
know that Smith means what he
says and it is only a matter of
time ‘before he puts his words
into action.

On the other hand other
African members of the Com-
monwealth, led by Ghana, have
threatened to leave the Com-
monwealth  if the  British
government does not make the
position clear on the question

of the relationship between
South Africa and Southern
Rhodesia.

It is significant that in

Tuesday’s issue of ‘The Times’
Sir Edgar Whitehead, leader of
the opposition in Southern
Rhodesia, is reported to have
said that he could find no
fundamental difference between
the policy of the Conservative
Party and that of the Labour
Party to his country.

Meanwhile, violence i on

- the increaser—Adffican—workers,

who have for many years slaved
under the domination of the
white  settlers in  Southern
Rhodesia, are becoming frust-
rated by lack of decision on
independence.

Not surprisingly one Euro-
pean has already been Killed and
others were injured in attacks

N June 30, ‘Moskovskaya
Pravda’ carried an article
by Lt.-General A. 1. Chere-
panov (a military adviser to
the Kuomintang prior to 1927)
commemorating the 80th anni-
versary of Michael Borodin’s
birth. According to the author
Borodin died in 1951, pre-
sumably in a concentration
camp.,

Born Grusenburg, in 1884, he
was later to assume the name
Borodin. His first experience of
politics was in the Bund, a
Jewish labour organisation.

Then, in 1903, he joined the
Russian Social-Democracy as a
Menshevik. In the 1905 revolu-
tion he was sent on a party
assignment to Riga where he was
arrested. Like thousands of others
he fled the Czarist persecution and
was in Chicago, USA, until 1918.

*

In August of that year, he
returned to Russia where initially
he played the role of go-between
with the American working class
movement for Lenin, trafismitting
Lenin’s ‘Letter to American Wor-
kers’ to the USA.

In 1920, he participated as a
representative of the Comintern
on the abortive West European
Bureau of the Comintern at
Amsterdam which was broken up
by the police.

Amongst other assignments he
was a diplomat in Scandinavia,

MICHAEL BORODIN

Spain and Mexico and chief
representative at Kemal Aftaturk’s
headquarters in Turkey.

He was soon furning his atten-
tion to the Communist Party of
Great Britain, writing in the
magazine of the Communist Inter-
national criticising its sectarianism
and failure to work in the mass
labour movement.

In 1922, he arrived incognito in
Glasgow and, under the name of
George Brown, was able to advise
in the drafting of the report com-
missioned by the 1922 Party con-
ference on party structure and
reorganisation.

Members of the commission
were Harry Inkpin, Pollitt and
Dutt,

Perhaps Dutt has banished this
important event from his memory.
The ‘result of this work was to
do away with the loose federal
structure of the party and re-
organise it on the basis of demo-
cratic centralism.

But Borodin was soon arrested,
sentenced to six months’ imprison-
ment and deported for fomenting
revolution.

*

In the following vear, 1923, he
was to commence the most momen-
tous episode of his career. He
arrived in Canton at Sun Yat Sen’s
headquarters at the head of a large
Soviet mission.

The Chinese Revolution of 1911,
whose architect was Sun Yat Sen,
jwas swiftly transforming itself
into one against imperialism and
its native capitalist agents.

The mission set about organis-
ing, training and instructing pot
only the Kuomintang armies, but
its party 1o the detriment of the
Chinese Communist Party.

Sun Yat Sen (the leader of the
Kuomintang) very shrewdly and
hypocritically played up to the
mission and the Sowviet Union,
affected all kinds of demagogic
‘Bolshevik’ poses much reminis-
cent of Castro’s gestures, in order
to obtain a practically uncritical
support of the Comintern.

But on one point, like Castro,
he was adamant. No united front
with the CP. Either joimn the
Kuomintang and  subordinate

itself totally to its discipline or
clear out, a policy enforced with
greater brutality but no less finesse
by his successor Chiang Kai-shek.
The Russians retrieved Sun’s for-
tunes from imminent disaster.
After Sun’s death, Chiang suc-
ceeded to the leadership but not
without dissensions in the Kuo-
mintang camp. The Communist
Party had practically organised the
successes of the Kuomintang and

had led all the great anti-
imperialist strike struggles.
*

In March 1926, Chiang staged
a coup in Canton smashing the
Communist Party and trade union
organisation. Borodin and the
Canton Communist Party wanted
to fight out the issue there and
then, but were prevailed upon by
the Central Commitiee that they
were not strong enough.

Chiang made it known that the
violence was not his, but the
handiwerk of unruly subordinates!
He swore eternal fealty to the
Comintern, but went on to insist
on the most humiliating conditions
for the subservience of the Chinese
Communist Party in the Kuomin-
tang, one of which was to hand
over membership lists. ‘

The CCP rejected these terms
and wanted to arm independently
of the Kuomintang.

Chen du Tsiu, the leader of the
CCP had many reservations on
this kind of entrism acquiescing
only in deference to the ‘wisdom’ of
what he thought were Bolsheviks.

But the arms were exclusively
for the Kuomintang and not for
an independent Communist Party.
They were advised of the neces-
sity of doing cooly work for the
Kuomintang at this stage of the
revolution.

*

The reason for these suicidal
policies lay in Moscow where
Stalin with the support of the
right wing of the Soviet bureau-
cracy staked everything on the
alliance with the Chinese radical
bourgeois. He had admitted the
Kuomintang to membership of the
Communist International in 1926.

The Russian Opposition was

over the week-end.
1884-
1951

deliberately kept in the dark about
developments in China. ‘News' was
falsified and actually fabricated to
cover up one disaster after another.

The whole mass revolutionary
movement was prostituted before
Chiang’s needs. A victorious
rising on March 27 of the workers
liberated Shanghai even before
Chiang’s northern expedition had
reached its gates.

Paralysis ensued on the workers’
side. Three weeks later Chiang
commenced the wholesale slaughter
of the Shanghai proletariat.

Belatedly conceding treachery
to 'Chiang, Stalin turned to the
‘left’ of the Kuomintang and in-
volved the CP in the Wuhan
adventure. Once again, the inde-
pendent role of the working class
and its party advocated by Trotsky
was rejected for collaboration
with the ‘left’ Wang Ching Wei.

By July 1927 the ‘left’ Kuomin-
tang joined with Chiang to
slaughter Hankow workers:

Borodin left China by the back
door in July. Before he departed
however, he advocated a retreat to
the north-west of China (later
implemented by Mao) in order to
retrieve forces and return later.

He was succgeded by Neumann
and Lominadze (who were to con-
clude this chapter with the bloody

debacle of the Canton uprising of

December 1927).
*

Borodin was quite logically
made one of the scapegoats for
Stalin’s failures in China. How-
ever, he was made Commissar for
Labour.

Later he was made deputy head
of Tass and manager of the Soviet
paper pulp industry. He became
editor of the English Moscow
‘Daily News’. As late as 1936 he
was still being baited on account
of his failure to criticise himself.
During the war and after, he was
chief editor of the Soviet Infor-
mation Bureau.

He disappeared in 1949 either
in connection with the anti-
semitic or anti-Tito purges. It
appears that Borodin had the pro-
tection of the Chinese Communist
Party, but it did not save him
from this last twist in his fortune.

But Smith, backed by the rich
right-wing Tory farmers, grimly
hangs on to a power he does
not wish to relinquish .and the
British government flounders in
a cnisis of indecision,

Should Labour get in at the
next election will they call upon
the aid of the United Nations
to bring about a solution? The
rank and file of the labour
movement must make sure that
they do not do so.

The Congo serves as a grim
warning that - imperialism still
keeps its hold on the African
people through the UN.

Home and his colleagues
hope to keep on stalling until
after the election when a Wilson
administration can take over the
crisis, ~But as the Common-
wealth prime ministers gathered
for their meeting in London this
week many seemed determined
to put the Southern Rhodesian
question high on the agenda.

Rumpus

over frigates
deal

ABOUR MPs will ask
questions in the House of
Commons this week about the
£14,000,000 frigates deal with
Spain which the Tories claim
broke down after Harold
Wilson opposed the deal.

It is now very doubtful that
the deal was anywhere near
completion, but the Tories have
jumped--on- Wilson’s—statement
as'a useful piece of pre-election
propaganda.

Spain had also asked other
countries to supply the frigates.
Wilson knew this and it seems,
timed his statement very well.

But after all the parliamentary
hoo-ha has died down, members
of the British labour movement
will still remember that the
Tories had considered supplying
a mass murderer with weapons.

Home, Butler and all the
other staunch Tories in the party
were aiding Franco as early as
1936 when they pursued a policy
of ‘non-intervention’  which
enabled Hitler and Mussolini to
supply the arms with which the

fascists crushed the Spanish
people.

In a press statement the
National  Confederation  of

Labour of Spain in Exile says
that some people think Franco
has changed.

Franco has ‘changed’ so much
that he murders Julian Griman,
Granado and Delgado; perse-
cutes workers and intellectuals
and flings many into prison for
political reasops.

Labour may claim a victory
over the frigates, but at the
same - time the working class
remembers visits to Spain by

right-wing MPs and trade
unionidsts,
The  statement—and the

Newsletter—calls on the labour
movements of France, the
United States and other coun-
tries approached by Franco, to
oppose the manufacture and
export of arms.

Home’s symbol of liberty?

_inevitably developed in

Opposition to Ben
Bella growing

Group formed in mountains

PPOSITION to Ben Bella’s government in Algeria is so
great that several armed factions now live in the
mountain regions of the country waiting for an opportune

moment to pounce on Algiers.

The latest band to emerge is
that belonging to the rebel
commander of the Sahara
Military Zone, Colonel Chaa-
bani, a religious fanatic, who
has taken 6,000 well-armed men
into the Aurgs mountains—the
area where the FLN lived and
operated during the French
occupation of the country.

In Algiers itself the govern-
ment has placed some 40 oppo-
sition leaders under arrest.

Mr. Hassani, the previous
Minister of Posts, escaped this
mass arrest and immediately
took over another faction in the
Constantine region, He has
‘been joined by one-time cell
mate of Ben Bella, Mr, Boudiaf.

GREED

There is now talk of a wide

Opposition front being organised
between the groups, but, as’ the
‘Daily Telegraph’ pointed out
(July 3) ‘the Opposition leaders
have little in common . . . They
accuse Mr. Ben Bella of greed
for one-man power, which many
would themselves relish.
They contend that his too rapid
socialisation is leading the
republic to economic ruin, but
few have concrete alternatives
to offer,

It is not Ben Bella’s ‘too
rapid socialisation’ that is ruin-
ing the country, but the ‘social-

' ism’ with which he carries it out.

Playing an important role in
this degeneration is Michel

Pablo, a ministerial adviser to -

Ben Bella, and leader of a
section of the Paris-based
Unified Secretariat.

It was this same section which
paved the way for the complete
degeneration of the Ceylon
Lanka Sama Samaja Party, the
leaders of which have just joined
in a coalition government with
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike’s
capitalist party, the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party.

Pablo and several of his
supporters have recently been
suspended from committees of
the United Secretariat for issuing

a pro-Khrushchev line in a
magazine.
This further example of

downright revisionism shows yet
again that the support of Pablo
and his followers for what they
call the Algerian ‘revolution’
and Ben Bella’s ‘socialism’ is
completely unfounded.

S.A. police raids

SOUTH African police raided

hundreds of homes last week-
end in an attempt to suppress
further actions against the Ver-
woerd government.

Such activity on behalf of the
South African government has
been on the increase since the
recent Rivonia trial when Nelson

~Mandela and seven other promi-

nent leaders were sentenced to life
imprisonment.

Included in those arrested, were
several journalists. According to
‘The Guardian’, July 4, the names
of the people whose homes were
searched were taken from a list
in possession of a Communist.

The police, who claim that the
raids have been successful, say
that another Rivonia trial is likely
in the near future,

Dange: Corrupt
supporter of Shastri

AL BADHUR SHASTRI,
successor to Nehru as

Indian prime minister, has
received the expected ‘all
clear’ from the misnamed

‘Communist” Party of India.
The leaders of this Party have
assured him of support, pro-
vided he continues Nehru’s
policies in the field of foreign
relations.

These policies include India’s
part in the international front
of reaction against China. The
border dispute of 1962 was used
to consolidate American and
British military support for
Nehru against China, not to
mention the direct support
given by the Soviet Union. _

BORDER DISPUTE

Since then, the build-up in
Laos and South Vietnam has
produced a situation where the
American  State - Department
announced that it was ready for
‘total war’ if necessary.

In the cdurse of the border
dispute the majority of the
leaders of the Indian Commumist
Party, including S. A. Dange,
supported Nehru’s action against
the Chinese Peoples’ Republic.

When a large number of pro-
Chinese members of the Party
were imprisoned by the govern-

7 ment which the Party leaders

supported, a crisis and a split
the
Communist Party.

One of the episodes in this
split is centred wupon veteran
trade union and Communist
Party leader Dange.

Some months ago he was
accused of having capitulated to
the British when in prison
1924, Letters in which he offers
his services to the British Raj,

" betrayals

and whose existence he denies,
were alleged to have been dis-
covered in government archives:
Now other rumours are cir-
culating, We quote from the
Indian socialist magazine ‘The
Call’ for May 1964: ‘
‘Apart from the imputed
letters, there have been refer-
ences to certain objectionable
financial operations conducted
by Mr. Dange in respect of
funds received by him from the
World Federation of Trade
Unions and other Communist-
sponsored international bodies.
The personal friendship of Mr.
Dange with certain industrialists
connected with a leading cotton
textile group in Bombay and
also certain transactions by him
for the purchase and sale of
‘luxury flats” and cars are bein
used against him. :
“‘The most damaging instance
being cited is an alleged refer-
ence made by the Union Home
Ministry in a letter addressed
to the Chief Minister of a State
that Mr. Dange had advised
Government thow to deal with
some of the ‘left’ Communists
detained following the India-
China border war. The in-
sinuation dis that Mr. Dange
engineered the arrests of some
of his political opponents.’

BETRAYALS

The accusations against Dange
are paralleled by the recent
by British Com-
munists in the ETU and e
NUM and by the parliamentary
and trade union ‘Communists’
in France and Italy.

Trained in the Stalinist
school, Dange and those like
him in other countries have
abandoned the standpoint of the
international working class, and
have ended up in that mass of
corruption known as ‘the
national political life’ of their
separate countries.
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Mass sacking on
Mersey power site

Prepared showdown against militants

Trotskyists
blamed for
building
strikes

R. JOSEPH BIRD, presi-
dent of the Liverpool
Federation of Building Trades
Employers last week placed
the blame for the recent wave
of disputes in the industry on
Trotskyists.

He claimed at the Federa-
tion’s half-yearly meeting that
Merseyside building workers
were allowing themselves to be
led or intimidated by Trotsky-
ists and other agitators into
taking unofficial strike action!

They were operating this way,
according to Mr. Bird, in the
hope that employers might be
forced into making some addi-
tional payments outside the
industry’s working rule agree-
ments.

But the reasons for the in-
creased number of site disputes
have mnothing to do with
“Trotskyitsts’ or ‘agitators’ as
he well knows.

Encouraged by the increase
in construction work during the
year, building workers are un-
doubtedly keen to make up for
the long months they spent on
‘the dole in 1962 and 1963.

Failure

At the same time, because of
the failure of the building unions
to secure an adequate increase
on the basic rate last year, when
the union leaders called off the
national strike, they feel they
have no alternative but to fight
at site level either for a guaran-
teed increase to the basic rate or
for higher bonus payments.

It is this growing confidence
of building workers which is

. causing alarm in the employers’
organisations. ‘

Over the past two years they
have conducted a sustained
campaign throughout the indus-
try for increased efficiency and
higher productivity.

This has resulted in a rapid

- extension of mechanisation, pat-

ticularly on the bigger contracts
and the more recent large-scale
development of prefabricated
building.

Although Mr. Geoffrey Rip-
pon was able to report only last
month that produectivity within
the indusfry has increased since
last year by 9 per cent, it is
clear that the building employers
are worried that the militancy
now being shown by building
workers will halt this trend as
workers demand a bigger share
in the profits now being made.

What would be worse for the
employers is that the building
workers might break through
the ‘long+term’ agreement which
the unions signed after the
dispute last year and demand a
higher basic rate now.

Crisis

Whilst the employers had
obviously hoped for a period
where unemployment would
enable them to push forward
the reorganisation of the indus-
‘try with little opposition from
a docile labour force, the Tories,
faced with a crisis in their own
ranks and a loss of popularity
after the Profumo and Rach-
man scandals, embarked on a
pre-election boom in the hope
that sections of the working
class and their middle class
supporters would swing back to
them in the coming general
election.

But this is where the Tories
made their greatest miscalcula-
tion. The fragile boom they
deliberately created has not at
all led to apathy in the working
class.

The attack on ‘Trotskyism’
and ‘agitators’ by Mr. Bird
shows how 'uneasy the em-
ployers are 2bout the future.

What they fear is that workers
determined to fight for wages
and working conditions will
turn to the Socialist Labour
League and The Newsletter for
support and away from the
reformist road of the trade
union and Labour Party leaders,
and towards revolutionary solu-
tions to the problems they face.
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HE huge construction site at Fiddlers Ferry,
Ton the Merseyside, where a £70 million con-
ventional power station is under construction, is
the scene of the hitterest conflict in the building
and civil engineering industry seen in the area for

many years.

Since the job started last summer, workers on the site have
been forced to fight every inch of the way to secure the
minimum standards in working conditions and wages, against
the main contractor, Taylor Woodrow.

During the long winter
months, with the vast flat site
by the estuary to the Mersey
River, a sea of mud, under
atrocious working conditions,
building workers on the site
have fought tenaciously to
establish a trade union organi-
sation.

At every step they have met
with opposition from the firm.
Struggles have been waged over
extra payments for the filthy
working conditions, for adequate
wet weather clothing, for correct
bonus rates, and against the
frequent sacking of workers and
shop stewards which has been
the norm, not the exception.

After a sustained work-to-rule
and long negotiations, the wor-
kers on the site recently wen a
five-day working week. No
sooner was this won than strike
action was taken in an effort to
secure 'the reinstatement of six
women canteen workers who
were dismissed.

When this was taken to
arbitration two weeks ago, the
strike was terminated, but the
canteen was declared ‘black’ by
all workers on the site.

Taken stand

Now Taylor Woodrow have
taken a stand which can mean
only one thing-—they are
determined to smash the shop
stewards’ comunitiee on the
site. They have sacked 350
carpenters, carpenfers’ mates,
pricklayers and their labour-
ers, and scaffolders on the
sitt and most of the shop
stewards.

The trouble started on Friday,
June 26, when two carpenters
waiting for concrete to be
poured into shuttering were
approached by the labour officer
who expressed annoyance be-
cause they were standing still,
The carpenters replied that this
only proved that the shuttering
they had erected was compe-
tently constructed since their job
now was to be available should

- No discussion
on McKay’s

reinstatement

T its meeting last week the
executive council of the
Amalgamated Engineering Union
agreed to pay sirike benefit of
£2 10s. per week to the
Remington Rand workers who
were on strike for five weeks
against the sacking of their con-
venor, Calum McKay.

Dispute pay was also to be
paid to Mr. McKay, back-
dated to March 23, the date on
which Remington’s dispensed
with his services. _

The question of taking up the
fight for McKay’s reinstatement,
however, was not discussed by
the executive council.

This underlines the comments
in The Newsletter last week that
the imitiative must be taken by
the Paisley district committee.
Unless the district committee is
prepared to take up the fight
now, Calum McKay will face
the same situation as the men
who were sacked from Fords.
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the shuttering shift during the
concrete pouring operation.

The carpenters also expressed
some remarks about the dust
storm under which they were
working since mud has dried
under the sun and the whole
site turned into a dust bowl.

Thirty minutes later one of
the carpenters was handed his
cards for allegedly swearing at
the labour officer. At a meeting
later that afternoon, shop
stewards for t¢he men’s union,
the Amalgamated Society of
Woodworkers, reported that the
firm refused to withdraw the
sackings and allow the matter
to be referred to the disputes
panel which is the procedure
agreed by the National Joint
Council for this type of issue.

Fired

The
this attitude immediately struck
work. Within half an hour the
65 mates were handed their
cards and told they were fired.
On the Monday (June 29) the
carpenters were given their cards
as well.

The shop stewards claim
that this proves that Taylor
Woodrow were preparing a
showdown on the site, since
all wages and employment
cards are made up and kept
in the firm’s central office in
Middlesex.

Following the dismissal of the
carpenters on the Monday, the
bricklayers and the scaffolders

“held - meetings- on—the—site -and
~decided to

come out in
sympathy with those sacked.
The same afternoon thev too
were handed their cards.

At subsequent meetings be-
tween the union officials and
contractors, attempts have been
made by the unions to get the
dismissals lifted and all workers
reinstated without victimisation
and to take the case of the
carpenter  originally sacked
through the disputes panel.

Taylor Woodrow have refused
this request.

They claim that hold-ups on
the site and other technical
problems have necessitated the
complete reorganisation of the
contract and that they can no
longer tolerate a position where
the progress of the job is being
continually undermined by un-
official action.

Enquiry
The unions have since
pressed that an enquiry should
be conducted into the way the
contract has been handled by
the contractors, and the Civil

Engineering Employers’ Asso-

ciation have agreed that this

shall take place this Friday

(July 19). A mass meeting

is to be held next Monday

for all workers on the site to
consider the findings of this
enquiry.

The firmness with which
the firm has acted in this
dispute should make it clear to
all workers on the site that they
can expect very little from the
negotiations or the enquiry on
Friday.

If any agreements are reached
it will undoubtedly be on the
terms which the contractors are
prepared to accept, Has there
once over the past few years
been an enquiry which has taken
the side of workers in dispute?

To face up to this attack the
shop stewards need to take steps
which can prepare for the un-
satisfactory reply from the en-
quiry. This must include the
withdrawal of the general
labourers which has so far not
taken place.

If a speedy settlement of the
dispute is to take place the full
support of all Merseyside build-
ing workers will be needed.

On the other hand, a defeat,
or a long drawn-out struggle,
will strengthen the hand of other
building employers in the area
who are taking the same tough
line that Taylor Woodrow have
taken on this contract.

carpenters faced with.

Rootes men

restarted on

tougher terms

AST week the Pressed Steel Company announced ifs
monthly ‘Emerson’ bonus as 31d. in the £ and the Rootes
Company restarted the last of the 270 assembly line men who
had been sacked following a dispute over bonus payments.

Rootes c¢laim that work is
back to normal on the Imp line
and that peak production of
2,800 cars per week is being
achieved.

Rootes workers say this is a
publicity build-up and that con-
ditions in the factory are worse
than before.

Men restarted on the assem-
bly line are’ now expected to
‘double up’ on operations in
addition to those they did before
the lock-out.

There is now no relief pro-
vided for track men for tea or
toilet purposes and these must
be taken if and when a few
minutes can be snatched. A
relief man is provided on the
track only for the purpose of
dealing with ‘snags’ in car
assembly.

There is talk again at Rootes
of the introduction of a bonus
scheme after the holidays.
Meanwhile the assembly line
workers who were paid off face
real hardship when the factory
shuts down in two weeks for the
summer break.

HOLIDAY PAY

These men received . their
holiday pay when they were
‘sacked’ by the company during
the dispute. . They will, there-
fore, receive.no pay dyring the
two weeks’ holiday.

Some hope-to receive money

from the National Assistance

Board but in Paisley this body
fully co-operated with Rootes
when confronted with requests
for aid during the lock-out.

In most cases assistance was
refused on the grounds that the
men had received holiday pay

The announcement of the
31d. June bonus at Pressed Steel
was not made until the day shift
on Friday had finished and the
night shift were safely inside the
factory.

Workers on the production
line have shown an increasing
willingness to stop work in
protest against Emerson methods
of factory management. The
bonus scheme is now maintained
by a combination of manage-
ment trickery helped out by the
collaboration of a section of the
shop stewards.

Stewards are coming into
open conflict with workers on
the track. In one case a shop

steward who ‘in the interests of
bonus® (production) started to
go up and down the track to
urge the men to more effort
was warned to stop such tactics
or be removed.

The leadership of the shop
stewards in ithe factory are
nevertheless determined to push
the scheme through again when
it comes up for review in
September. They hope to be
assisted in this by the annual
hand-out from the bonus
‘reserve pool’ which will take
place prior to the annual
holidays.

This will amount to no more
than 7s. or 8s. per week over
the period of the operation of
the scheme. '

GAIN

A factory leadership which
fought for and obtained a good

‘basic minimum wage at parity

with the average earned in the
car industry nationally would
show a much bigger gain than
that.

The shop stewards are divided
into two sections—Amalgamated
Engineering Union and National
Union of Vehicle Builders. The
Emerson bonus scheme has
never been explained and dis-
cussed before a joint mass

meeting of these two sections:

and its further acceptance can

“only be assured if-this split in

the factory is continued.

At Rootes and Pressed Steel
the leadership of the shop
stewards appears to have aban-
doned all idea of a unified
factory struggle and a unity of
all car workers.

The cutting out of track relief
at Rootes is a step back.

The Emerson ‘bonus is no
substitute for the winning of a
national minimum of pay for
car workers.

In both factories militants
should begin to hammer out a
programme of minimum con-
ditions around which a stroggle
can be waged.

The drift from the unions
must be stopped and strong
factory committees built, com-
bining workers on the track and
on maintenance and machine
shop work. Once this is begun
new leaders will comé forward
ready to break with class colla-
boration schemes.

PROJECTILES TRY
SWEET PERSUASION

MPLOYERS at the Pro-

jectiles Engineering Com-
pany, Battersea, South Lon-
don, have been trying to sugar
the pill for 1,000 employees
they will sack in the next
18 months.

The firm is to move to the
North-east and in order to try
and get the union to agree, the
bosses have been busily ‘per-
suading’ wives of the workers
that the North-east is attractive.

Met by representatives of the
National Economic Develop-
ment Council, the employees
were given a coach tour of the
region. Some spent the night at
Durham, which is the centre of
a depressed area.

Walk-outs

Earlier this year Projectile
workers staged several walk-outs
and demonstrations protesting at
the closure of the factory.
Many workers have stated that
they do not wish to move from
London.

It is widely known that firms
who move to areas of high un-

employment are given large
grants by the government.
Could this be why the

management of Projectiles is so
keen to move out of London,
where rates of pay are higher

anyway?

What could be better than a
large labour force, now on the
dole queues, which has not been
organised by the union for a
long period of time?

And what will happen to
those workers who refuse to
move to the North-east?

Jobs in South London are
becoming scarce as many other
engineering firms are expected
to close down.

Nationalize

Richard Marsh, Labour MP,
speaking in London at a meet-
ing of the Confederation of
Shipbuilding, and Engineering
Union’s campaign sub-commit-
tee, which was set up because
of redundancy threats, said he
was against nationalization of
the engineering industry. :

Only ‘key sectors’ should be
taken over, he added. He is
wrong. Labour must nationa-
lize.

Rank and file union members
will never feel secure in their
jobs as long as there is no
planning in industry,

A Labour government must
ensure that not only is there
employment in the North-east,
but that those workers in the
South do not lose their jobs.

More appalling

conditions

in Gorbals

discovered

Still no action by authorities

ENANTS in the Oatlands area of the Gorbals who began
a fight Iast April to get the Glasgow Corporation to take
drastic measures to rehouse families living in appalling rat-
infested sloms continue to gain snopport from other parts of

the Gorbals.

As more tenants join the
campaign even worse condi-
tions than those prevailing in
the Qatlands district recently
reported in The Newsletter
have come to light. ]

To describe as appalling the
conditions which families in
Camden Street, Gorbals, have to
endure, is a gross understate-
ment,

In this area, a number of
tenements have been demolished
leaving patches of barren waste-
land, jutting masonry, bricks
and rubble and dust which only
add to the discomfort of the
tenants who remain there.

Unoccupied dwellings have
become broken hovels unrecog-
nisable as houses, with gaping

holes where doors and windovs;s,

once existed and where a
collection of all kinds of refuse,
rubbish and rubble and in some
cases even human excreta, have
accumulated.

SMELL

The families left behind are
condemned to live above,
below and next door to these
filthy holes. No amount of
washing of stairs and passage-
ways with disinfectant will
eliminate the smell which
penetrates the occupied houses

unless windows are kept
tightly shut.

Those who are left behind
are not comforted by the
thought that it will soon be
their turn to be re-housed.
Visits to the planning depart-
ment and other corporation
departments and officials bring
no results. The answer invari-
ably is: “We don’t know.’

One ‘housewife told The
Newsletter reporter that on her
last visit to the City Chambers
to enquire when she would be
re-housed she was told it would
be some time between 1966 and

1980. Her story is typical of

many Gorbals families.

As a child she lived with her
parents and their two other
children in a single tenement
apartment. Her parents were
not re-housed until she was
17 years old. Now she is com-
pelled to bring up her own
family in even worse conditions.

DERELICT

Conditions at No. 165 Cam-
den Street are indescribable.
The tenement stands next to an
empty and derelict public house,
The ground floor is also empty
and derelict.

There is one toilet on each
floor. One toilet window is
completely missing and imme-
diately next to it with barely
two feet of wallspace in between
is the living room window of
one of the tenants.

Beneath the tenement is a
dunny or cellar which stretches
right underneath the road.
There is no door to the cellar
and the entrance is clutted up
with rubble,

The adjacent building has
been demolished and this has
left the waste water pipe of 165
partially exposed. The pipe is
placed just above the cellar so
that every time water is poured
down the sink of one of the
apartment houses it just gushes
out into the cellar. Some of the

Draughtsmen
strike on
Tyneside

E entire staff of 36

draughtsmen® are picketing
the factory of the Caterpillar
Tractor Company at Birtley, Co.
Durham. They have been on
strike since June 30, demanding
a minimum rate of £20 10s. a
week at the age of 30.

The strike began when wor-
kers were recruited at a lower
rate than had already been
negotiated.

Last week the strikers organ-
ised a march through Birtley.

Draughtsmen at  Smith’s
Dock, South Bank, Middles-
brough, have also taken action
for the minimum rate,

A recent one-day stoppage of
draughtsmen at Vickers Arm-
strong on Tyneside forced the
firm to negotiate and resulted
in an increase in wages.

tenants claim that it has reached
a height of 4 feet.

A short time agd when the
rubble at the entrance to the
cellar caught fire the firemen
also had to pump the water
which had accumulated from
the waste pipe, out of the cellar.

In the disused ground floor
apartment water is constantly
spraying out from a broken
water pipe.

Complaints about a lava-
tory cistern which was
thought to be unsafe brought
no action from the sanitary
department. Two months ago
the cistern came away from
the wall and fell on a seven-
year-old boy The Newsleter
was told.

RAT POISON

From time to time rat poison
has been sprayed through the
letter box of a house on an
upper floor which is unoccupied,
but the tenants claim that the
house has never been opened
up for inspection and any dead
rats removed.

A tenant who has lived in the
house for 40 years says it has
not been painted since 1938,

But the most shocking thing
about this property is the fact
that for the last two years it
has belonged to the Glasgow
Corporation and tenants are
actually being charged rent and
rates.

Following the last meeting of
the newly-formed tenants’ asso-
ciation, a deputation of 12 went
to see the Medical Officer of
Health to get something done
about this property.

DEPUTATION

Dr. Horne is reported to
have refused to see them and
referred them to the Sanitary

~ Department, The deputation,

. however, refused.to go to the
Sanitary Department since
they said they would get no
satisfaction there. Finally,
they were allowed fo see the
deputy M.O.H,

Corporation officials have since
been seen looking around the
property but they have not con-
sulted with any of the tenants.

The only visible result of their
‘investigation’ is some new
wooden boarding at the door-
way of one of the unoccupied
dwellings on the ground floor.

This obviously does not

‘satisfy the tenants and further

action will undoubtedly be
decided upon at the association
meeting this week.

14 men sacked at
Walton hospital

'O stewards were among

14 men sacked by the conm-
tractors on the Walton hospital
site, Liverpool. The strike by
90 men on the site, who came
out in sympathy, is now entering
its third week.

The employers want to take

‘the dispute to a panel, but the

workers refused this since they
considered they would not get .
any satisfaction, They say they
will continue the strike until the
14 men, who, the management
claim, were sacked for bad time-
keeping, are reinstated.

The men are attempting to
get support from other sites and
have asked the unions involved,
the Transport and General
Workers’ Union, the Amalga-
mated Society of Woodworkers,
and the Amalgamated Union of
Building Trade Workers to
declare the strike official.

Joiners’ dispute
goes to

arbitration

INETY joiners employed by
Taylor Woodrow Ltd., who
are building a new Catholic
Cathedral in Liverpool, will
remain on strike over the sack-
ing of two mates until Tuesday
when the dispute will be referred
to a panel, )
The management sacked two
joiners for being ‘unproductive’.
The men claim they were
given jobs which were impos-
sible to do in the time they were
allotted.
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