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Reagan's imperial invasion and conquest of Grenada 

The three way drive to war: Grenada, endless 
militarization, retrogression on Black rights 
by Raya Dunayevskaya 

National Chairwoman, News & Letters Committees 
As against Reagan's claim that only when 

he was awakened early Sunday morning, Oct. 
23, with the "urgent request" from some East 
Caribbean countries^ for him to participate in 
an invasion of Grenada did he decide to do so 
— the record shows that it was the U.S. that 
had been urging the invasion "for some 
months."1 Indeed, the whole truth shows that, 
from Day One of the bloodless Grenadian 
revolution of 1979, Reagan had been carrying 
1. See Toronto Globe and Mail, Oct. 29, 1983. Their report also 
refers to a Washington Post report from Jamaica on Oct. 27 which 
reveals that U.S. officials had been urging Caribbean nations "for 
several months" to consider military action against Grenada. 

Montgomery: 
the 1955 
Bus Boycott 

by Charles Denby, Editor 1955-1983 
Author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal 

December is the 28th anniversary of the beginning of the 
1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott, which marked the beginning of 
the Civil Rights Movement and was also the year Charles 
Denby became editor of News & Letters. Below we reprint 
excerpts from his trip South to join the boycott. They appeared 
first in News & Letters and subsequently in Indignant Heart: 
A Black Worker's Journal. 

I decided to go back to the South when so many new 
developments were taking place among the Blacks follow
ing the 1954 Supreme Court decision outlawing school 
segregation and the 1955 murder of the Black youth 
Emmett Till in Mississippi. 

A lot of tension was building up, and nobody knew 
where or when it would break. And on December 5, 1955, 
there wasn't a soul who thought that when a working 
woman, a seamstress named Rosa Parks, refused to give 
up her seat to a white man on a bus in Montgomery, 
Alabama, that the break had come. Each concrete act 
took everyone by complete surprise, from the refusal by 
Mrs. Parks.to give up her seat to a white" man, to the 
response to her arrest and court appearance, to the mass 
demonstrations led by the then unknown Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr., to the Black community running their 
own transportation system. It became Revolution, a word 
none of us ever used referring to an action defying the 
segregated conditions of life in the South. That mass ac
tion of revolt was the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

DISCUSSIONS WITH REV. KING 
During the boycott, I talked with Rev. King, and he told 

me very firmly what had happened . . . "You know — I 
can't tell you to save my life why Mrs. Parks didn't move 
back when they told her to. She says she was tired. And I 
believe that; but I also know that she was active in the 
NAACP. . . . " 

He went on to say that there had been a few Black 
(continued on page 9) 
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on a non-stop propaganda war against that 
revolution led by Maurice Bishop. 

By 1981, when Reagan was solidly in the White House, 
he ordered a practice-run invasion and held actual mili
tary maneuvers in the waters off Puerto Rico. All through 
1982 he extended his venom against the newly-indepen
dent Black nation by pressuring international bodies like 
the International Monetary Fund as well as Latin Ameri
can states not to trade or show any type of solidarity with 
Grenada. By 1983, the 1981 practice-run off Puerto Rico 
was spelled out as actual invasion of Grenada by U.S. 
imperialism for its East Caribbean stooges. 

As for the critical week following the house-arrest of 
Maurice Bishop, the efforts of the Prime Minister of Bar
bados, Tom Adams — who tried to prove that it was the 

East Caribbeans who "invited" Reagan rather than Rea
gan who ordered the invitation and gave the exact legal 
formulation for the invitation" — turned out to prove the 
exact opposite. Thus, Adams' revelation that it was Bar
bados (though not a member of the OECS — the Or
ganization of East Caribbean States) which initiated 
many of the hostile acts against Grenada, and that it was 
Edward Seaga, Prime Minister of Jamaica (not exactly 
an East Caribbean country), who was the most active 
with Adams in the unprovoked intervention, only helped 

' _ _ ^ (continued on page 4) 

2. See New York Times, Oct. 27, 19© report by Stuart Taylor, Jr. 
on State Department spokesman John Hughes' formulation after 
the event. Taylor rightly concludes: "The Administration has not 
specified who was threatened by whom . . . " 

Special to News & Letters — An eyewitness report from Grenada 

Supporters of Maurice Bishop in Grenada demonstrate to demand his release from house arrest. 

"No Bishop, No Revo., No Work": the mass 
freeing and army murder of Maurice Bishop 

Carol Green is a health care worker from Canada 
who had been in Grenada since August, 1983. She 
witnessed the overthrow of Bishop and the invasion 
by the United States. Below are excerpts of an in
terview News & Letters conducted with her. 

Right from the moment Bishop disappeared people 
were not exactly sure he had been arrested or where 
he was. We really didn't find out too much except we 
thought that a faction led by Coard had placed him 
under house arrest. Bishop was no longer in control. 

Everyone wanted to hear from Bishop. The thing 
you heard most of all was "Let's hear Bishop's side 
of the story. We want to hear him speak." On Satur
day Kenneth Radix tried to lead a demonstration to 
release Bishop. He started to try and rally people in 
the main Market Square where everyone meets if 
there is anything to discuss. But he was arrested, and 
after that people were definitely scared of violence. 
You didn't hear anything all weekend. It was so 
strange, they just kept playing this apolitical, just 
ridiculous music. 

THE MOVEMENT TO FREE BISHOP 
By Monday people were really concerned that it 

didn't look like they were going to release Bishop; or 
that there would be an acceptable solution. People 
went to work on Monday, but not much happened. 
People didn't have their heart in their work. They did 
the minimum that needed to be done. It wasn't really 
normal. And once going to work they would talk 

about "the situation" as they called it. 
On Tuesday, students flooded onto the airport. 

These were high school students, maybe some 
grammar school students, but I am sure they had the 
support of adults. They stopped the flights for be
tween two and four hours. What people everywhere 
were chanting was, "No Bishop, No Revo., No 
Work," and "We want we leader." This airport is far 
from the capital. Students who lived close to the air
port marched onto it, from different high schools in 
the area. 

That night there was a rally in Fountinoy, the fish
ing village near the capital where I lived. It was 
really very exciting because people had been looking 
very unhappy and depressed, but they started to pick 
up that night. 

They were in support of Bishop and against Coard. 
Cheers: "No Bishop, No Revo., No Work" and "No 
Coard, No Coard." I think what happened in the vil
lage I lived in was typical of what was happening in 
other small villages. People figured Wednesday was 
the day, and all were getting up for it the night be
fore. It went on all evening. 

Wednesday morning I went to Market Square. I 
was there at the start when Unison Whiteman came 
into town. They cleared part of the street and all 
lined up in a line. They started off with some cheers. 
Whiteman made a little speech. He said they were 
going to get Bishop released. They had a few pla-

(contimied on page 5) 
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Dear Sisters, 
I wanted to write on last month's column on "Rich's 

Feminist Dialogue" because I disagreed so completely 
with Michelle Landau's interpretation. I did not agree 
that Rich does not capitulate "to any uncritical Third 
Worldism or anti-feminist tendency." That's exactly what 
she does do and in a most condescending and elitist way. 

When I read Rich's article in Off Our Backs, I thought 
to myself, how sickening, Rich sounds just like what the 
Left used to say to us women's liberationists during the 
anti-Vietnam war years. Then we were asked, "How can 
you demonstrate against beauty pageants and fight for 
abortion (a fight which always meant and still means, the 
right to control our own bodies!) when our brothers, sons, 
and husbands are dying in Vietnam?" 

In 1963, Rich, in excusing Nicaragua's oppressive abor
tion laws, writes: "In a society born in poverty, menaced 
from without, the priority at this moment is life itself, and 
the protection of revolution which spells hope after de
cades of terror and deprivation." 
RICH'S IMPOSED PRIORITIES 

I feel brave taking on this sentence because it sounds so 
noble — who could argue with her? But it made me fu
rious! Here is a woman who in the previous sentence 
says, "I trust such (revolutionary Nicaraguan) women to 
set their own priorities." And yet in the very next sentence 
she tells us what is "the priority" and she makes the 
separation between the "protection of revolution" and 
women's right to control our own bodies. Rich is so con
cerned with the "protection of life itself" — as if that only 
means fighting the counter-revolution from without — 
that we must ask ourselves what it means for Nicaragua, 
four years after revolution, to have a law that is so awful 
that abortion is only legal if the woman's life is in danger 

Women's liberation and 
revolution in Guatemala 

Editor's Note: Victoria Alvarez, a 21-year-old Quiche 
Indian from Guatemala recently spoke in Chicago on 
the position of women in her country and her develop
ment and activity in the ongoing revolutionary move
ment. The following are excerpts from her talk and from 
an interview with News & Letters. 

I am one of the few Indian women to have the oppor
tunity to learn Spanish. In spite of the fact that I speak 
Spanish quite well, in Guatemala I was the victim of 
double discrimination: as a woman and as an Indian. 

The terrible repression unleashed by the government in 
the 1980s made me commit myselt to the struggle of my 
people. At the beginning of June, 1981, our family had to 
abandon our town, our house, our people, our friends, 
everything. Worst of all, the members of my family be
came refugees inside our country. I don't know where to 
find them or how they are. 

My mother was working among the people both on nu
trition and sewing and also for women's equality. This got 
her into much trouble both with the rich people and with 
the men in the villages — many of whom became her 
enemy. According to tradition, women should be in the 
house and caring for the children. Many people were 
scandalized when my mother first spoke in public because 
they said that is the man's work. But the old mind set is 
breaking up. 

The idea of revolutionary struggle was not born in a 
moment. Women were trying to make gains as women, 
just like the factory workers or peasants were doing from 
their particular perspective. But the army labeled all of 
this "communism." This is how we as women came to 
see that we have to get rid of what affects us all, as well 
as our particular oppression. It is important to see that 
women could not struggle side by side with the men if it 
were not for our political development side by side with 
men. 

It would be simplistic to say that there is now real unity 
between peasants and city dwellers, men and women, 
Indian and Ladino. The enemy knows of these differences 
and tries to exploit them. There are a lot of things that 
need to be overcome, but in the process of our struggle 
they are being dealt with. 

The new regime means nothing better for us. There are 
many reasons for the coup. Montt's policies brought out 
the many contradictions within the bourgeoisie and ac
tually thwarted the U.S. desire to intervene militarily. 
But it was not just internal contradictions that caused the 

)up. Montt's proclamation of victory in 1982 (meaning 
.iping out the revolutionary forces) failed and he lost 

credibility. In this sense, the continuation of the people's 
struggle provoked the coup. 

Now the effort of our government and the U.S. is to beat 
down the grass roots organizations. The house-to-house 
raids, murders, saturation bombing of the villages and 

•fche-effort to wipe outentiFe sections .of the countr^-attests 
to the fact that the people's grass roots work, continues to 
move forward. 

Philosophy critical 
to'feminist dialogue' 

and even then consent must be given by the man! 
The same issue that contains Rich's article also has one 

called "Nicaraguan Women" by Jennifer Hull. There we 
learn from Maria Torres, the director of Children's Hospi
tal in Valex Pais, Nicaragua, that illegal abortions are one 
of the three major causes of maternal death in Nicaragua 
(along with toxemia and hemorrhage). According to Tor
res, Children's Hospital sees one or two self-induced abor
tions a day. The article goes on to quote the authors of 
Sweet Ramparts: Women in Revolutionary Nicaragua 
who "note that one hospital in the capital city of Mana-,, 
gua admits an average of ten women a day as a result of 
illegal abortions." 

What also made me angry at Rich, and why I used the 
word "elitist" at the beginning of my letter, is her com
ment that one must "begin" (another one of Rich's im
posed priorities) by "feeding the hungry so that they have 
the energy to think about what they want beyond food." 
Who exactly does she think made that revolution? The 
well fed? It was mostly women and youth, most of them 
hungry, all of whom could still think. 

This attitude of Rich's is nothing new. As far back as 
1976 when she wrote Of Women Born her elitist attitude to 
poor and working women was revealed. There she stated 
that they "are far too preoccupied with the immediate 
effects of patriarchy on their lives . . . to demand any
thing . . ." That book is very revealing of Rich's view of 
women as non-thinkers. She sees women as mindless vic
tims whose only "transformative — active powerful" di
mension is'their wombs. (See my review, N&L, Jan.f'eD., 
1977) 

WHAT IS 'SERIOUS DIALOGUE'? 
What all this brings into question in my mind is where 

Landau talks of Rich's "serious call for a feminist dia
logue on the relationship between feminism and revolu
tion." But what do we mean by "serious"? Shouldn't our 
concept of "serious feminist dialogue" include a discus
sion of philosophy, of theory of revolution? Didn't we, as 
Marxist-Humanists, raise philosophy as our distinguishing 
mark and single out the Women's Liberation Movement 
as exposing that revolution without a philosophy of revo
lution leads only to "focoism" or other shortcuts that 
wind up tailending Russia or some other state power but 
never getting us to freedom? 

What is most unserious is to bury the demand of women 
to control our own bodies as if that isn't a priority simul
taneously with feeding the hungry arid fighting U.S. im
perialism. If we are talking of revolution in permanence, 
of the fact that women's fight for full freedom has always 
deepened the concept of how total revolution has to be
come, then we can't stop at white U.S. liberal guilt, as 
Rich does, but delve deeply into what women as revolu
tionary Reason really means, right in the process of revo
lution itself. — Terry Moon 

• 

To our readers 
The column above represents a very different view

point from that printed in last month's N&L. The con
trast sparked a discussion on the focus and direction of 
our Woman as Reason column, in which we invite our 
readers to participate. The very title "Woman as Rea
son" means to us that it is philosophy that is decisive 
for the direction of the Women's Liberation Movement. 
We feel that women as far away as Bihar, India (see the 
letter from a feminist there, p. 6) are joining us in this 
search for answers to the questions crucial to our strug
gle. Your comments and suggestions are invited as we 
continue to work out how we can make this page a 
forum for working out a new direction. 

Child support and sexism 
Salt Lake City, UT. — In the U.S. 95% of the people on 

welfare are women and children. In the majority of cases, 
after a divorce, fathers abandon their parental role and 
leave single mothers and their children without financial 
support. Since women make only 59% of what men earn 
in this country, and since the entire burden of financial 
support for the children usually falls to the mother, we 
are witnessing the phenomenon called the "feminization 
of poverty." 

Yet some so-called advocacy groups insist that child 
support is not a women's issue. Whenever I present the 
situation using the terms "mother" and "father," I am 
told I am using sexist language and am pressed to use 
terms like "absent parent" to protect the man's rights. 

This is a method of sweeping the issue of sexism under 
the carpet. Those who would restrict their language to 
genderless terms would deny the sexist element in the 
child support problem. They would use the principle of 
nonsexist language against women to make it look as if 
sexism does not exist. On the contrary, it does exist and 
will take a total uprooting of the old relationships, between 

cmen and women to enable, both men and women to freely 
take responsibility for nurturing children—Susan Jones 

(gy women-
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In Harare, Zimbabwe, soldiers and police have outraged 
hundreds by waging a "prostitution crackdown" in which 
they have seized and harassed women in theaters, 
supermarkets, hotels and homes. Over 800 women have 
been detained in raids which began Oct. 28, and hundreds 
of angry men have had to produce marriage certificates 
to obtain their wives' release. No men were reported ar
rested. 

* * * 
Planned Parenthood of Salt Lake City, Utah, filed a law
suit on behalf of four teen-aged women who objected to a 
practice requiring all youth who seek contraceptive coun
seling to notify their parents. On Nov. 16, a federal dis
trict judge ruled to block $500,000 in federal funds unless 
the practice is stopped. 

* s(: * 

In Jerusalem on Oct. 12, participants in the Interna
tional Symposium on Rural Society in the Middle East 
condemned the Israeli government's deportation of Ms. 
Anne Scott who had worked at Bir Zeit University from 
1979-1982, when she filed a complaint against two Israeli 
women soldiers who had beaten her when she accompan
ied two Arab students who had been summoned by au
thorities. In a letter to the Jerusalem Post, her supporters 
called the deportation "a serious infringement on acade
mic freedom and a violation of individual rights." 

Information from Israeleft 
+• * * 

Tijuana, Mexico — Women from Xochiquetzal, a new 
women's collective, held a joint meeting recently with 
U.S. feminists from the San Diego Center for Women's 
Studies and Services, and from Womancare, a health cen
ter. Members of Xochiquetzal plan a center to serve all 
Tijuana women regardless of class, politics, or profession 
and to set up guarderias (child care centers) which are 
urgently needed. 

Information from The Longest Revolution 

'Women in Struggle ... 
Making die connections' 

New York, N.Y. — Some 600 feminists crammed a 
meeting entitled "Women in Struggle: Seneca, Medgar 
Evers, Nicaragua — Making the Connections," held Oct. 
28, three days after the invasion of Grenada. Sponsored 
by the feminist cultural magazine, Ikon, it brought toge
ther women from the feminist peace movement, Black 
women students and teachers from the struggle at Med
gar Evers College, and speakers on Nicaragua, Guate
mala and El Salvador. 

The Medgar Evers speakers made powerful analogies 
between the position of their central Brooklyn school as 
the poor step-child of the City University system, and U.S. 
imperialism abroad. Sharon Smith, a senior who had 
taken part in last year's 102-day sit-in against the racist 
administration of the college. (See June, 1982 N&L), de
scribed the students as "agitating against mis-education, 
bad housing, colonialism and racism, together." 

Zala Chandler, a professor, introduced the many Black 
women writers and teachers in the audience, including 
Audre Lorde, Gloria Joseph, and several Medgar Evers 
professors. But she didn't say a word about the fact that 
some of the women are also leading feminists. None of 

• the three Medgar Evers speakers attempted to present 
Black feminism — or any theoretical perspectives — to 
the mostly white feminist audience. 

Karen Brown, who spoke on the Seneca women's peace 
camp, presented questions of how the feminist peace 
movement can deepen its perspectives, not only, for the 
purpose of "outreach," but to transform itself. She was 
critical of the movement for continuously promising to 
address issues of racism, classism, separatism and, 
homophobia, but always doing too little too late and only 
"in the course of" planning actions. She questioned 
nonviolence as a philosophy and wondered "who we are 
leaving out" by assuming pacifism's moral superiority. 

Her desire to shake up the peace movement's tendency 
toward a single, anti-nuclear outlook was underscored by 
the next speakers. Sylvia Sandoval of the Salvadoran 
women's movement, AMES, pointed out that conventional 
warfare is slaughtering the people of her country right 
now. 

What was accomplished by the gathering? Did the 
feminists' cheers for the Black and Third World speakers 
mean that feminists will join their struggles, or reassess 
their own movement's attempts to involve Third World 
women? Did the lack of discussion of a philosophy of 
liberation doom the attempt at "making connections." or 
did the large turn-out mean the U.S. women's movement 
is seriously looking for world-wide revolutionary thought 
•as^weli ss-aetivity1?* ---1 --->--> • - -.-- --- • .*-•• ----'»•*•• .-•• • <*•> ».* - • 

— Anne Jaclard 
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Labor battles on Greyhound picket lines 
As we go to press the Greyhound strikers have rejected 

the latest company offer, 9,181 to 325, by an overwhelm
ing 97%. 

Detroit, Mich — Wednesday, Nov. 16 was the day class 
struggle came back in force in the U.S. In city after cily, 
from Seattle on the West Coast to Boston on the East 
Coast and dozens of cities in between, strikers at Grey
hound, members of Amalgamated Transit Union and 
their supporters were out in force on the picket line 
against the first day of Greyhound's union busting, con
cessions contract. 

Here in Detroit some 250 of us were on the line at the 
downtown terminal shouting "No scabs, No way" as 
Greyhound first brought in four buses and, then tried to 
get the first two out even though they had hardly any 
passengers. Our line was strong and it was only with the^ 
help of dozens of pushing and shoving Detroit city cops 
that any buses got in or out.Pickets were knocked to the 

ground, with nine arrests in one of the sharpest clashes 
etween police and strikers in Detroit in a decade. 
Because this strike is on the local news and in the 

newspapers throughout the country, it is perhaps a water
shed in working people's fight against concessions and 
union busting contracts. Corporations are hoping that it 
will be the PATCO strike of private industry. Both the 
bosses and the workers are watching the development to 
see whether labor can win, and begin a new offensive 
against Reaganomics and the bosses. All out on the Grey
hound picket line! 

New York, N.Y. — On the eve of Thanksgiving Da> 
2,000 workers converged on the Port Authority Bus ter
minal for a spirited rally in support of the striking Grey
hound workers. 

Then we all marched into the terminal, completely 
jamming the area in front of the Greyhound ticket coun
ter. Yelling at the scabs and chanting, "Stop the buses," 
"They say give back, we say fight back. There was 
thunderous cheering when Greyhound had to shut down 
the counter and pull the gates around it. 

The shame of it was the'union leaders were so quick to 
lead us outside and disband the demonstration. Workers 
were saying, Let's go downstairs, that is where the buses 
are. But the leaders didn't do anything with all that power 
and anger except dissipate it. 

Transit workers, teachers, hospital workers, garment 
workers, public employees, teamsters, electrical workers 
and office workers were all at the demonstration, includ
ing many Black workers taking the lead in the chants. 

One electrician said, "The ATU is a different kind of 
union. It is willing to appeal to the ranks of other unions. 
Maybe this will be a turning point." Transit workers were 
convinced that their union was going to be next. 

One of the ATU pickets who had 15 years in said, "this 
rally is good, but a one shot rally doesn't do it. We need to 
keep this up every day — we need to stop the buses." 

Oakland, Cal. — Greyhound forced this strike. All of a 
sudden, out of nowhere they wanted us to work for $5.95, 
half of what we make. Now they have reconsidered and 
want to take away 9.5% from our wages, pay only part of 
our hospitalization, take away four paid holidays. They 
want to hire part-time help and have split shifts. 

The president of Greyhound is making over $500,000 and 
sitting back making decisions about me who doesn't make 
anything. When Greyhound bought Armour he got rid of 
the crew that was working there, brought in non-union 
workers and then sold the company. I watched what hap
pened to those people at Continental Airlines, then the 
next thing I know I'm one of them. 

There is so much that we suffered through to hold this 
job. When I first started here I used to work eight hours, 
go home, and they'd call me back after four hours to 
come in and work eight more hours. I'm not going to let 
anybody take my job. I understand what it means to be 
out of work, but you can't just let someone come in and 
take your job. 

Local News & Letters Committees can be 
contacted directly in the following areas: 

DETROIT: 

SAN FRANCISCO: 

LOS ANGELES: 

NEW YORK: 

CHICAGO: 

SALT LAKE CITY: 

FLINT: 

LONDON: 

2832 E. Grand Blvd., Rm. 316, 
Detroit, Mich. 48211 (873-8969) 
P.O. Box 77303, San Francisco, 
Cal. 94107 (658-1448) 
P.O. Box 29194 
Los Angeles, Cal. 90029 
P.O. Box 196 
New York, N.Y. 10163 (795-1033) 
220 S. State, Rm. 304 
Chicago, IL 60604 (663-0839) 
P.O. Box 8251 
Salt Lake City, UT. 84108 
P.O. Box 3384 
Flint, Mich. 48502 
British Marxist-Humanists 
c/o 265 Seven Sisters Rd. 
London, N4, England 
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Strikers halting the first scab bus out of Minneapolis. 
Chicago, 111. — "For years we couldn't get the company 

to put up any gates so that our cars wouldn't get broken 
into while we were at work. Now that we are on strike the 
company has finally put up gates, only it is to keep us 
from getting in." So spoke a striking Greyhound worker 
at the Chicago bus maintenance yard. Drivers, clerks, 
mechanics, bus cleaners and others, members of the 
ATU, are on strike across the country. 

Greyhound has caught the concession contract spirit, 
despite quarterly profits of well into the millions. The 
company is demanding cuts of around 17% in wages, 
changes in the health insurance and decreases in the 
number of paid holidays and the amount of vacation time. 
In addition they want the right to impose split shifts, to 
hire new workers at lower wage scales and to bring in 
unlimited numbers of part-time workers at lower wages 
and with no fringe benefits. 

What is most galling to many, however, is the arro
gance of the company in planning to dismiss workers who 
have ten, twenty or more years in, if they don't accept 
Greyhound's terms. One worker told us of a management 
meeting held well before the strike where the order came 
down to the supervisors to dismiss workers who don't 
notify the company of their intention to return to work. 
This before anyone was even on strike. 

But the strikers, women and men, joined the workers 
from the Chicago Transit Authority, remain on the pic
ket line. "Here we build this company up, and now they 
are just showing us a dead end. They are treating us like 
a stepchild. We aren't going on the plantation for them." 

Bureaucrats face distrust 
by Felix Martin 

The overwhelming vote by striking UAW members to 
reject a contract offer from McDonnell Douglas this month 
— and the slim majority of machinists who voted to ac
cept a similar package — shows the extent to which 
workers are beginning to fight against the whole wave of 
concessions and give^acks that management and union 
leadership have been trying to stuff down their throats. 

The offer to the McDonnell Douglas workers called for 
pay hikes to go only to the higher-paid skilled workers. 
That's why the workers came out in such numbers to vote 
it down. But what was surprising was how the higher-paid 
machinists only voted 1277 to 1237 to accept the contract. 

Workers are saying that even the skilled are seeing that 
management's effort to get more and more concessions 
from the lower-paid, unskilled workers in the long run 
doesn't work to their interest. No matter how good a 
contract the UAW may think they negotiated, that vote by 
the machinists spells trouble for McDonnell Douglas. 

In vote after vote nationwide, workers have been show
ing that they won't accept the propaganda about their 
need to "sacrifice" anymore. This was shown in the 
Teamsters vote in September when over 80 percent of the 
workers voted down a master contract that would have 
let trucking firms pay lower wages to drivers recalled 
from lay-off. 

The wave of givebacks and cutbacks has rippled 
through the entire working class, from the most skilled to 
the most unskilled. It has reached the point where work
ers say they can't make a living anymore. 

One unemployed worker who used to work in rubber 
told me, "I have had five different jobs in the past three 
years, none that paid enough to support my family. I 
blame the union equally as much as I blame capitalism 
because the leadership has become part of the corpora
tions. 

If airline pilots earning $80,000 a year can be forced to 
cut their wages in half, then even the most skilled work
ers aren't safe. They will begin to see that the years of 
depending on the union bureaucracy to defend the inter
ests of the workers are over. . 

I agree with what John Marcotte said in the October 
issue of News & Letters, that we don't yet know what new 
way workers will find to confront the capitalists. But what 
is becoming clearer each day is that workers are more 
and more willing to vote their own way in the face of their 
leadership's call for more concessions, and this could 
prove to be the beginning of something that would shake 
this nation. 

LITHE LINE 

'<*& 

Two events 
labor can 
build on 

by John Marcotte 
Two of the most important events in the labor movement 

for today are the Twinsburg, Ohio Chrysler strike and the 
Teamster rank-and-file's overwhelming rejection of Jac-1 

kie Presser's concessions deal with the trucking compan
ies. The Twinsburg strike, the first and only U.S. auto 
strike during these recent years of concessions, was 
against working conditions, health and safety, speed-up 
and forced overtime. 

It both exposed the planners' lies that Automation and 
robots eliminate the dangerous and unpleasant work for 
the worker, and proved once again that you cannot evade 
that central conflict, the capital/labor relation at the point 
of production, spelled out as inhuman working conditions 
and workers' revolt against it. 

The Teamsters rejected the proposed "relief rider" to 
the National Master Freight Agreement that would have 
let companies call back laid-off workers at wages cut up 
to 33% and without cost of living or sick pay or "past 
practice" protection. Jt is so important because its nearly 
90% "No" vote is a resounding slap in the face to never-
elected president Presser. 

Likewise at GM's Packard Electric Division in Warren, 
Ohio, workers not only overwhelmingly rejected a propo
sal to cut new hires' wages by two-thirds but went on to 
vote out all but one member of the entire exec, and bar
gaining committee of Local 717, IUE. 

As these labor battles intensify, the management class 
has revived the wholesale use of scabs to break strikes. 
Greyhound is the test now of the labor movement, where 
management immediately advertised for over 20,000 ap
plicants to replace workers striking against concessions. 
At Iowa Beef, Phelps Dodge copper in Arizona, and Con
tinental Airlines, the use of scabs has become more and 
more the rule ever since Reagan both fired PATCO air 
controllers and let unemployment rise to levels not seen 
since the Great Depression. 

What workers are saying in their growing opposition to 
concessions is that concessions don't save jobs but are a 
vicious cycle of workers underbidding each other, locally, 
nationally and internationally, which worsens everyone's 
conditions. As opposed to concessions, labor solidarity be
gins with fighting our own fight here at home, and with 
stopping Reagan's sending the marines to make the world 
safe for sweatshops overseas. 

Union Tank workers on 
strike over wage cuts 

East Chicago, Ind. — Two hundred sixty workers, 
members of the Boilermakers union, have been on strike 
since mid-August against Union Tank, which builds rail
road cars. The company is threatening to permanently 
close its Indiana faculty unless workers agree to conces
sions, including cuts in pay, benefits, holidays and vaca
tions amounting to $2.03 per hour. 

The workers knew they were in for trouble when the 
new owners of the company, the Marmon Group, imme
diately cut costs in the office. A striker said, "Even 
though they made millions last year, the company says 
they need concessions to stay competitive." 

Union Tank strikers have resisted agreeing to any cuts, 
even though they are surviving on $55 per week for picket 
duty. They are ineligible for food stamps or any other 
assistance due to a recent law passed in Indiana. 

The strike has stopped production at the Indiana plant, 
but tank cars are still being built at a non-union shop in 
Louisiana. And although striking workers have attempted 
to stop trucks from picking up shipments, each time the 
company calls, the police force the pickets to move. 

A worker said, "The way it is now with a lot of little 
unions, there's no way to fight. The workers are all going 
to have to stick together and have one big organization, 
like in Poland. Where could they move the plant then?" 

— Strike supporters 

As philosophy finds its material weapons in 
the, proletariat, so the proletariat finds its 
spiritual weapons in philosophy. And once the 
lightning of thought has squarely struck this 
ingenuous soil of the people the emancipation of 
the Germans into human beings will take 
place. Karl Marx, 1843 



Page NEWS & LETTERS DECEMBER, 1983 

The three way drive to war: Grenada, endless 
(continued from page 1) 

to reveal the true situation — that there was no unanimity 
among the seven members of the OECS on the question of 
the invasion. And, since unanimity is what the OECS 
charter requires if any act of intervention is to be under
taken, a different route had to be fabricated. 

The first attempt to circumvent that principle was to go 
to the 13-member Caribbean Community economic 
organization (CARICOM). But here, too, they found that 
George Chambers, Prime Minister of Trinidad and 
Chairman of CARICOM, was opposed to any invasion of 
Grenada. When Chambers called for a meeting of 
CARICOM at Port of Spain, Trinidad, Tom Adams in
formed him that he could not come since the East Carib
bean countries were meeting with him in Barbados right 
then — Friday, Oct. 21. That meeting, indeed, continued 
until the early hours of the morning of Saturday, Oct. 22. 

Here is the way the events unfolded after Maurice Bi
shop was put under house arrest: Adams says he had 
heard of the arrest on Oct. 14 and that the following day, 
Saturday, Oct. IS, a Barbadian military official "reported 
to me that he had been tentatively approached by a U.S. 
official about the prospect of rescuing Maurice Bishop 
from his captors and had been made an offer of trans
port."5' 

A genuine rescue mission was undertaken, however, not 
by those stooges, but by the Grenadian masses who began 
demonstrations for Bishop's release. The actual freeing of 
Bishop from house arrest occurred Oct. 19. That was also 
when, tragically, the first act of counter-revolution from 
within the ruling party occurred, as General Hudson Aus
tin, who was heading the military coup against Bishop, 
fired on the people surrounding the fort where they had 
escorted Bishop.4 It ended in the brutal murder of Bishop 
and a still unknown number of revolutionaries, who had 
allied with Mm. 

Obviously, Wednesday, Oct. 19, was the date that in
spired Reagan to begin concretizing his plans for outright 
invasion of Grenada. He ordered the ships carrying 1600 
marines bound for the Middle East to change course to 
the Caribbean. He also asked bis Joint Chiefs of Staff to 
work out a "contingency" plan for the invasion. 

THE LIES BEGIN 
Oct. 19 was also the day Reagan held a press confer

ence. Since no one there knew about any planned inva
sion, no questions were asked about that. What was raised 
was what seemed to have no connection with any of these 
events — a bill to make Rev. Martin Luther King's birth
day a national holiday. Though Reagan knew that, for 
narrow political election reasons, he would be compelled 
to sign that Bill, he took the occasion to shower praises on 
Senator Jesse Helms, who had unleashed a scurrilous at
tack against Rev. King as he filibustered against that 
resolution. 
The press seemed Aghast at the idea that Reagan chose 

that day to speak of the "integrity" of Sen. Helms. But 
then they knew nothing of the planned invasion of a tiny 
Black nation. They would soon be just as aghast at the 
"bad timing" of Reagan who, on Oct. 25, the very day of 
the invasion, would announce his firing of three Civil 
Rights Commissioners who were critical of his stand on 
civil rights for Blacks and Latinos. 

The relationship between these seemingly unconnected 
events, which have a logic all their own, will emerge as 
we continue with the necessary exposure of the countless 
lies this fork-tongued President uttered as he embarked 
on Oct. 19 for a "vacation" — in a lily-white Georgia 
mansion complete with golf course — where he would 
stay until Oct. 23. 

Whatever the shadings of views and precise times and 
dates given in the chronologies cited by either Tom 
3. See "Barbadian Leader Describes Disputes and Confusion in 
Arranging Invasion", by James Feron, in New York Times, Oct. 
28, 1983. 
4. See moving report from St. George's by a nurse who was eye
witness to the last hours of Maurice Bishop, in New York Times, 
Nov. 11, 1983. She quotes Bishop, just before he was captured: 
"My God, my God. They have turned the guns against the peo
ple." See also eye-witness report special to N&L, page 1. 
5. The New York Times of Oct. 26, 1983 carries a transcript of 
Shultz's Oct. 25 news conference on the invasion. 
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Adams of Barbados, or George Shultz of the State De
partment* — or the press, which could only repeat official 
Pentagon releases since a total blackout was imposed on 
the "free, independent, U.S. press" — what is beyond any 
doubt is this: 
1) U.S. imperialist plotting began from the moment of 
Bishop's house arrest; and 2) by the time of his brutal 
murder, Reagan (far from having any interest in "rescu
ing" Bishop, whom he had refused even to see in 
Washington, D.C. when Bishop was there in June) was 
bent on outright invasion. 

With the aid of the Joint Chiefs of Staff's "contingency 
plan", all this was being spelled out for Reagan's very 
select, very few top aideis — and, in bite-size morsels, for 
his East Caribbean stooges. No others were consulted — 
neither Congress, nor the Organization of American 
States (OAS), nor his NATO allies, including Great Bri
tain, although Grenada is part of the British Common
wealth, ceremonially run by the "Queen's representa
tive." Quite the contrary. The very first of Reagan's dou
ble-crossing of his allies was his conspiracy to use that 
"Queen's representative as Governor-General", Sir Paul 
Scoon, as the flgleaf of "legitimacy." 

Clearly, Reagan is adept at dreaming up the most 
nightmarish of counter-revolutions, whether he is in bed 
at the White House, or on horseback on his Western 
ranch, or on a lily-white golf course in Georgia. As it 
turned out, the secrecy of his golf-course conspiracies was 
enhanced not only by the fact that he was "on vacation" 
but by the accidental gate-crashing of an unemployed dis
turbed man that Saturday, Oct. 22, which naturally 
enough diverted everyone's attention to that bizarre 
event. 

On Sunday, Oct. 23 (the day Reagan acknowledges he 
was "awakened early"), we heard nothing about the con
spiracies hatched on Grenada, but about the shocking, 
savage massacre of over 200 U.S. marines in Lebanon. 
We were not told that this did not for one moment divert 
Reagan from those preparations for the invasion of tiny 
Grenada. On the contrary, what the TV showed was a 
shocked and mourning Reagan, supposedly overcome by 
the terrorist aet in Beirut and the total destruction of the 
marine headquarters. 

The impression given was that President Reagan had 
rushed back from his vacation the minute he heard of the 
carnage in order to meet with his chief advisers about 
what to do in the Middle East. In fact, what he was 
rushing back for was to complete his preparations for the 
invasion and affix his signature as soon as his Caribbean 
stooges had confirmed his formulation of the reason for 
the invasion. The politics of capitalist-imperialism have 
obviously taught this B-movie actor what professional act
ing couldn't — how to give an Oscar-caliber portrayal of a 
grief-stricken man. 

While the American people still knew nothing of the 
invasion to come two days later with the pre-dawn land
ings on Tuesday, Oct. 25, the Caribbean press was al
ready announcing it and Grenadian radio was warning 
the Grenadian people of the attack. We now have learned 
that it was under cover of darkness late Sunday and early 
Monday that two small teams of Seals had begun to scout 
the island." 
6. It is first today, Nov. 14, 1983 that the New York Times, in two 
front page articles reveals that a scouting party had, in fact, 
already landed on Grenada on Oct. 23. 

Sen. Cranston summed it up well, when he heard of the 
invasion: "We have a trigger-happy president who has 
recklessly landed the U.S. in two civil wars, and his poli
cies threaten to land us in a third in El Salvador, and 
possibly a fourth in Nicaragua." 

THE UES MULTIPLY 
The logic of a new series of lies begins with what Rea

gan said was the reason for the invasion on Oct. 25: 
"First, of overriding importance, to protect innocent 
lives, including up to 1000 Americans whose personal 
safety is, of course, my paramount concern." 

Reagan never stopped repeating that they got there 
"just in time." But what it was they got there for "just in 
time" kept changing. While the Chancellor of the Medical 
School, whose students Reagan was supposed to be "sav
ing", was still saying that those students' lives were not 
in danger1, the "just in time" changed to being "just in 
time" to keep Grenada from becoming a "Soviet-Cuban 
colony being readied to export terrorism and Com
munism." Toward that end came the claim of a highly 
inflated number of Cubans who turned out to be, in the 
words of the Pentagon liar, Admiral Wesley L. McDonald, 
"well trained professional soldiers impersonating con
struction workers." 

As some of the fabrications of the U.S. were exposed by 
Cuba, the State Department was forced to acknowledge 
that, far from McDonald's inflated figure of 1,100 Cubans 
on Grenada, Cuba was not only right in its figure of a 
total of 784 Cuban construction workers, doctors, teachers 
and a few military personnel, but the U.S. authorities 
verified that hardly more than 100 of the Cubans were 
"combatants." 

Here is how New York Times reporter Stuart Taylor, 
Jr. summarized the situation: "Over three days, the 
Pentagon estimate of Cuban fighters who met the invad
ing forces seems to have plunged from more than 1,000 to 
fewer than 200, including an estimated 30 to 70 Cubans 
who were killed." The very title of his Nov. 6 article 
shows the extent of the lying: "In Wake of Invasion, 
Much Official Misinformation by U.S. Comes to Light." 

The lies kept mounting nevertheless, whether it be the 
fact that, despite the claim that Americans had to be 
"rescued", the U.S. had assurances of safe transportation 
for all and that four planes had departed on the very day 
the U.S. claimed the airport was closed;' or whether it be 
the fake reason given for the press blackout, when in 
truth, the muzzling of the press Was not a matter only of 
military censorship but of unbridled political censorship; 
or whether it be the secret documents that supposedly 
prove "militarization" of Grenada, which turned out to be 
an agreement by Cuba to provide all of 27 military advi-
scrs 

The lies that kept emanating from the White House, the 
State Department, the Pentagon — before and after the 
occupation —- have a logic of their own. Inexorably they 
flow out of the Big Lie — Reagan's attempt to hide the 
relentless drive for a Pax Americana under the euphe
mism of "democracy." 

The ideology of U.S. imperialist global counter-revo
lution is nothing other than the Brezhnev Doctrine, Rea
gan-style. 

THE REAGAN-STYLE OF THE 
BREZHNEV DOCTRINE REVEALS 

ITS ANTI-BLACK NATURE 
Just as Reagan's retrogressionism in the U.S. has al

ways had an anti-Black bias, so his imperialism is turning 
the clock backward to neo-colonialism with that same 
coloration. It is this which poured out during the week of 
the invasion, right at home.8 

The present state of retrogression in the U.S. has also 
revealed once more that there is no difference between 
Democrats and Republicans. For one single moment, 
Speaker Tip O'Neill sounded as if he was with those who 
opposed the invasion of a tiny Black nation by the nuclear 
superpower, the U.S. Then he sent a Congressional so-cal
led "Fact Finding" mission to Grenada — which returned 
to endorse the invasion. It was not a unanimous conclu
sion, but the Minority Report (made by the Black Con
gressmen Dellums and Stokes, and endorsed by the entire 
Congressional Black Caucus) was hardly given equal 
time. Not only did these Congressmen oppose the inva
sion, they testified to the fact that the U.S. forces "are 
engaging in illegal searches and seizures of people and 
homes as well as still weeding out members of the popu
lation for security or political reasons." 

Here is how Congressman Dellums summed up his 
fact-finding: "As an American citizen, I was appalled by 
the U.S. invasion of Grenada, which I considered an un-

(continued on page 5) 
7. Not only is this what the Chancellor, Charles Modica, reported 
before he was brainwashed, but the full story was revealed by 
the Vice Chancellor. See "Was the U.S. Invasion Necessary?" by 
Dr. Peter G. Bourne, his son, in Los Angeles Times, Nov. 6, 1983. 
8. See report in New York Times, Oct. 29, 1983: "Ex-U.S. Official 
Cites Ease in Leaving Grenada Day Before Invasion", on inter
view with Robert J. Myers, the retired chief actuary for the 
American Social Security system, who had been in Grenada since 
Oct. 13 and had left on one of those planes. 
9. See Editorial m Black Scholar, Vol. 14, Number 5 (Sept-Oct 
1983): "U.S. Marihes out of Grenada." 
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militarization, retrogression on Black rights 

Grenada demonstration when New Jewel Movement was 
in power. 

declared act of war in violation of the Constitution, the 
UN and OAS Charters . . . I believe we're in gross viola
tion of international law." 

Though they were hated by the Grenadian people as the 
ones who had perpetrated the murder of Maurice Bishop 
and laid the ground for the events that ensued (see eyewit
ness report special to N&L, pa0e 1), the sight of General 
Austin and Deputy Prime Minister Bernard Coard being 
herded in shackles and blindfolded, by U.S. soldiers, was 
a chilling flashback to the scene of a U.S. puppet shooting 
pointblank into the brain of a blindfolded prisoner in Viet
nam. Reagan's forces in this invasion have, indeed, vio
lated not only International Law, and both the UN and the 
OAS charters, but now have violated even the Geneva 
Convention in war, and the treatment of prisoners, which 
forbids both shackling and blindfolding. It is a violation 
not unconnected to Reagan's hostility to the Black dimen
sion, at home and abroad. 

Although this is assuredly not the first time that U.S. 
imperialism has invaded a small Third World country, 
never before has it dared invade a Black nation that was 
English-speaking and still a part of the British Common
wealth. Similarly, although this is not the first Ad
ministration that has clashed with the Civil Rights Com
mission, it is the first that has dared to dismiss members 
who disagreed with it. As Father Hesburg, President of 
Notre Dame and a member of that commission for 15 of 
its 26 years, put it: "We have had trouble with all the 
presidents and Congresses. But during that time, no one 
was ever fired."10 

That was so even in Nixon's presidency, because — 
ever since its establishment in 1957 as an independent 
bi-partisan agency within the executive branch, which the 
turbulent '60s made concrete by compelling such land
mark legislation as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 
Voting Rights Act of 196S — this Commission has been the 
one institution that "proved" democracy. Reagan, how
ever, has so flouted all this legislation that he has come 
under sharp criticism for his policies on Blacks, women 
and Hispanics. Now he has dared to attack that Commis
sion itself. 

If, however, he thought none of that would be noted on 
the day of invasion when all headlines were on Grenada 
and the carnage in Lebanon, he was wrong. The critique 
of his blatant racism has become so hot an issue that he 
is now discussing a compromise, whereby Reagan would 
be allowed to maintain his own four nominees who would 
abide by his principles, but Congress would be empower
ed to nominate an equal number which would include the 
three Reagan has just tried to fire. 

That doesn't mean that Reagan's America has stopped 
believing it can control the tides of history not only at 
home but on a global scale, as the invasion is being trans
formed into an occupation and U.S. imperialism appears 
to be planning military colonialization in the Middle East 
as well, while it continues endless militarization poised 
for nuclear war. The bloody hands must be stayed! 

RAMIFICATIONS: REVOLUTIONARY 
PERSPECTIVES VS. GLOBAL WAR 

Like Khomeini who calls the U.S. "the great Satan", 
Reagan, in calling Russia "the evil empire," considers 
that this gives him a blank check to commit any crime, 
utter the Big Lie, and drive for world dominance. It 
wasn't only the Left, however, that opposed his unpro
voked invasion, now fast turning into an occupation. Thus, 
the UN's Security Council Resolution was passed in Gen
eral Assembly, declaring that the UN "deeply deplores 
the armed intervention in Grenada, which constitutes a 
10. See excellent article by Dale Mezzacappa in Detroit Free 
Press, Oct. 30, 1983: "Foes say Reagan subverts rights panel." 

flagrant violation of international law and of the indepen
dence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of that state." 

And, while the liberals were calling the world's atten
tion to the fact that Reagan's favorite phrase about "left
ist thugs" had nothing to say about the death squads in El 
Salvador — which, for four long years, have killed no less 
than 37,000 civilians, fully one-third the total population of 
Grenada" — even the OAS had to call attention to its 
Charter's principles about the inviolability of national 
borders which absolutely cannot be tampered with "for 
any reason whatever." 

It is true Reagan can depend on his capitalist-imperial
ist allies to oppose social revolution as totally as he does. 
But, as John Vinocur wrote from Paris, after the invasion 
of Grenada, "overnight every West European regards 
American missiles less as a protection than as a 
threat."12 If Reagan has disregarded that, it is because 
what preoccupies him is getting his unlimited militariza
tion bills through Congress. He has succeeded in that, 
instigating such a patriotic hysteria ever since the 007 
Korean airliner incident that Congress not only approved 
funds for the MX missile, but for nerve gas, too! 

Here, then, is the real rub. We must, of course, call for 
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Grenada and all the 
gunboats sailing around the globe, from the Middle East 
to Central America to Asia.13 But that is not enough. We 
must stay the bloody hands of both nuclear superpowers. 

The anti-nuke struggles, and the anti-military struggle 
in general, cannot stop the life and death struggle with 
capitalism — private and state — that is ready to unleash 
the nuclear holocaust, except through a total uprooting, 
social revolution. In that, we have all the world on our 
side, for it is the only way to achieve peace. 

That is why the correct slogan "the enemy is in your 
own country" is not sufficient. It may have sufficed be
fore the world was divided into two power blocs. Present
ly, it is a trap to suck one into the other nuclear orbit, and 
thus doom both the advanced economies and the Afro-

11. See "Revelling in Military Power" by Roland Steel, New York 
Times Oct. 29, 1983. 
12. New York Times, Oct. 29, 1983. 
13. See Editorial in The Nation, Nov. 5, 1983: "American Im-
perium: 'Any Part of the Earth' ". See also The Nation, Nov. 12, 
which carries an article by former Jamaican Prime Minister Mi
chael Manley, "Who is Next?" 

Asian-Latin American liberation movements. We have no 
time to waste on the Stalinized "Marxists," ex-Marxists, 
or Fidelistas who tailend and whitewash Communist ty
ranny. 

It is equally true that preparation for war against Rus
sia tomorrow is all-out war against the American working 
people today, tomorrow, and the day after. That is why 
the point is not who throws or will throw the first stone, 
especially when that first stone will be the H-bomb. The 
point is: are you with the people struggling for a totally 
new way of life? 

So universal is the feeling against the war that even the 
rulers play the game of peace and disarmament confer
ence. That cannot, therefore, be what distinguishes us 
from them. Private or state-capitalism will spare nothing 
to keep itself on top and the masses at the bottom. Armed 
with the H-bomb and the missile, they are ready to de
stroy civilization itself rather than allow the new human 
society to emerge. 

To achieve a truly human life, we must not only be with 
the working people because they and only they oppose the 
war to the end, because they and only they are the future 
society, but also because we do not shift to their shoulders 
what is the task of all of us — the theoretic clearing of the 
ground for the reconstruction of society on new begin
nings. These new beginnings start with integrating the 
philosophy of revolution into all revolutionary activities, 
as we oppose Reagan's warmongerings and retrogres
sions at home as well as abroad. Only by making a philo
sophy of revolution inseparable from an actual revolution 
can we keep the revolution from aborting and win a new 
society on truly human foundations. November 14,1983 

A new Political-Philosophic Letter 
by'Ray a Dunayevskaya 
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Mass freeing, army murder of Bishop 
(continued from page 1) 

cards. With a great roar they all set off down the street. 
They started marching around town gathering people. 
And a crowd just gathered and built and built. When I had 
first come to town I wondered whether people were going 
to gather and then it went just like a whirlwind. 

People came from all over the island and all over the 
town. The streets were just full of people and still it kept 
growing and growing. I went up to the hospital so that I 
could look down upon it and it was amazing to watch 
people wind through the streets. Streets and streets full of 
people. And people were so happy. Everybody was talking 
about going to the "jump-up". The jump-up is a street 
dance at Carnival time. "You're not going to work are 
you?" "What are you doing at work. Come to the jump-
up." Everybody was really excited and talking. They then 
went up to Bishop's place which was just outside of St. 
George. 

Bishop was released and the pitch got even higher. 
Everyone was ecstatic by then. They told how the army 
had fired guns over the heads of people, but they just kept 
going and released him. He had been tied to a chair or 
something and didn't have a shirt on. He hadn't slept or 
eaten very much since he had been under house arrest. 
That was five days. So he was very weak. They were 
going to take him to Market Square and have him speak 
to the people. But he was too weak so they decided to take 
him toward the hospital which was on the same hill as the 
fort. 

THE ARMY STRIKES BACK 
Everybody somehow ended up in the fort. But it didn't 

seem like a planned thing. Just with a huge crowd behind, 
that was where everyone ended up. There were just mas
ses of people everywhere. I didn't hear the shots. Ap
parently they were up at the fort about an hour, had 
taken control and were waiting for Bishop to speak. And 
then three armed cars came from somewhere else up the 
hill. People at the bottom of the hill thought they were 
firing over people's heads, but they fired right into the. 
crowd. The stories are quite sickening after that. 

It was just a crowd of average Grenadians. Everyone 
came back into town with their stories of what they had 
seen, of how they had jumped down over a cliff, of how 
they saw people shot. Everyone was crying a lot. Every
one who had been extremely high was just shot down to 
nothing. 

Nobody knew at that time what had happened to Bishop 
and Whiteman and others. The radio said there would be 
an announcement at 10 p.m. The announcement came and 
it gave their version of what happened. The people listened 

to the broadcast and couldn't believe that they had killed 
all those leaders. Everyone was broken up over the whole 
thing. This was followed by the announcement that there 
would be a 24-hour curfew and that anyone on the streets 
would be shot. Here was their revolution and it seemed 
like in one afternoon the whole thing had been wiped out. 

You can expect people to be demoralized. So I just 
couldn't believe the next morning when I got up and all 
these young people were standing out at the cross roads 
in the village, quietly defying the curfew. They were un
armed, grief-stricken and really determined. They were 
standing up. No one was making speeches. It was the 
quietest group of people you have ever seen. Everyone 
was standing there as if to say we aren't going to take 
this lying down. You can shoot us, but we're standing up. 
No one fired. 

THE U.S. INVADES 
Sunday they started making announcements that the 

country was going to be invaded. But people didn't really 
believe that. They didn't have much confidence in what 
was said over the radio. The government was trying to 
mobilize people against an invasion, but they had no con
fidence in the people. They couldn't really mobilize people 
because they were so against them. I heard people say 
things like Maurice Bishop is the only man I would follow. 
And Bishop is the only man who could get us together 
against the Americans. 

When the invasion happened people couldn't believe it. 
They kept seeing it getting worse and worse. All of a 
sudden you heard planes all over, which you never hear 
normally. It was hard to look into the faces of the adults, 
this being their country and there was nothing they could 
do. It was so out of their control. 

Tuesday night was really awful when they landed on the 
beach at my village. It happened so insidiously. It seems 
like within ten minutes after we first saw them they were 
everywhere on the beach and through town. People peek
ed out of their windows to fry and follow what was hap
pening. Everyone had been terrified all night long, wide 
awake. After that, there were soldiers all over the place. 
People were being questioned about who had a gun, who 
was in the army, who supported the government. And we 
saw one man who had been in the army, but had not been 
involved, being dragged off. 

I didn't see anyone greeting Americans. They weren't 
being rude or anything, as they were under the gun. 
There were lots of refugees from the bombing. There was 
even talk that they were going to go through homes with a 
fine-tooth comb to make sure there were no guns and so 
forth. The taking away of people was going on in lots of 
places. On Friday, I left the country. 
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DAY AFTER GRENADA, DAY AFTER NUCLEAR WAR? 
DECEMI 

I wonder some nights, "Is this the way 
the world ends?" Many people say they 
were frightened by the movie "The Day 
After", but truthfully I have been more 
scared by the real TV news of the last 
month, because that is what may actually 
lead to nuclear war. In Washington B.C. 
on Nov. 12, many youth came out to de
monstrate who had only been in anti-nuke 
protests before. Now they were moved by 
Reagan's invasion of Grenada and his 
threat against Nicaragua. 

We need that kind of involvement now, 
because Reagan is not making any dis
tinction between moving on the conven
tional war front and moving on the nuc
lear war front.Look at how he has gotten 
nearly everything he wanted on MX, 
Pershing and cruise missiles, on nerve 
gas, and on global deployment of U.S. 
troops. If we don't stop these insane 
world leaders, one of these confrontations 
will end up being nuclear. 

Ex-soldier 
Michigan 

At the Oct. 15 anti-nuke rally at the 
Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Facility in 
Colorado, the plan called for us to encir
cle the facility (17 miles) by holding 
hands and singing "We Shall Overcome" 
after they sounded "taps". Apparently 
this and planting flowers would bring 
about some mystical process that would 
rid us of the bomb. I've seen this encir
clement and human chain tactic used at 
other rallies recently in the news. Besides 
its appeal to some sort of spiritualism, it 
helps out the authorities. What better 
form of crowd control is there than to 
spread the participants thinly over miles 
and miles of highway? 

Construction worker 
Denver, Colorado 

* * . *• 
A few days before "The Day After" 

was shown on TV I saw a Canadian tele
vision documentary which included film 
on<the aftermath of the atomic bombing 
of Nagasaki. The film had been suppres
sed by the Pentagon for almost 40 years. 
It was absolutely horrifying. The total 
destruction, the radiation burns, the gro
tesque disfigurement of human faces was 
almost fteyond belief. 

The U.S. military had arranged for a 
professional film group to film Japan 
immediately after the surrender. The 
television program interviewed the assis
tant director of the project, who not only 
had been horrified when the train reach
ed Nagasaki, but has for decades been 
trying to get the film footage (some nine 
hours) released. He is now suffering from 
lymphoma, a type of cancer common 
among the A-bomb survivors of Hiroshi
ma and Nagasaki. 

This film material should be shown on 
U.S. television with all the publicity they 
have given "The Day After." Then let 
those madmen like Kissinger and Buck
ley try and speak. 

Shocked 
Detroit 

I couldn't stand listening to those guys 
talk after the movie "The Day After". 
How can you expect to get a straight 
answer from a bunch of liars? These 
people say they believe the youth are so 
smart and have such good ideas. Yet a 
couple of old men like Reagan and An
dropov are not willing to give us a chance 
and are ready to blow the world apart. 
That just isn't fair. 

Student, Whitney Young H.S. 
Chicago 

* si: 1 : 

I've been participating in the protests 
against the invasion of Grenada. At the 
Oxford Latin America Committee we 
were discussing how to mobilize people 
for the demonstration in London. The 
leadership was proposing a campaign of 
resolutions from Labour Party wards and 
trade union branches. Everything within 
the narrow little world of traditional 
Labourism, which is the only place most 
British leftists are at home nowadays. I 
said that in my view a campaign in sol
idarity with the Grenadian people should 
make a start by leafleting the Cowley 
auto plant and some of the local supers 
markets. 

At another meeting I said that U.S. im

perialism was not the only enemy, that 
the Grenadian Revolution had first been 
torn apart from within. I said it was 
necessary to face the question of how it 
was possible for a Stalinist faction in the 
heart of the New Jewel Movement to plot 
and carry through a coup; for elements 

^of the People's Revolutionary Army to 
'turn their guns against the masses when 
they had liberated Bishop from arrest; 
and finally to murder Bishop. This did 
not go down well, and the leaders invoked 
"lack of facts" to end discussion. I still 
hope to find some who will be open to 
these questions. 

Richard Bunting 
Oxford, England 

* 3= # 

After the invasion of Grenada what re
ally stands out here is the hypocrisy of 
Thatcher. Both she and her government 
are in a fix. Even on the question of costs 
for new weapons she is far from out of 
the woods. More women have been ar
rested at Greenham Common and more 
trouble lies ahead. 

Thatcher's hysterical speeches about 
Marxism went a long way toward making 
the present situation possible. She has 
been giving the impression that Marxism 
will be brought to this part of the world 
by an invading army from Russia. She 
knows nothing of the fact that 
much of Marxism in this part of the 
world was destroyed by Stalin and his 
servile followers. 

Harry McShane 
Glasgow, Scotland 

WOMEN'S 
CHAINS: 

INDIA 
AND USA 

Thank you for all the literature you 
sent. It has taken one month to reach me. 
It looks like it has come by bullock cart. I 
shared the material with friends who are 
very interested. Last week we had a 
workshop on the woman question here. 
The topic that came up was the relation
ship between women's oppression, 
capitalism and private property — as 
applied to the local situation. Here only 
men have the right to property. They buy 
women in marriage ("bride price") and 
women become servants or slaves in 
men's fields. I feel that marriage is very 
much of an economic institution to get 
free labor. 

We were also interested to know how 
patriarchal society had developed histor
ically. There are some tribes in India 
with the matriarchal system and we in
tend to analyze them in some depth. We 
also discussed the different trends in 
feminism and how technology affects 
women's labor in agricultural work. I am 
interested in having study sessions and 
many friends are hungry for these ideas 
also. . . 

Keep sending me material that we can 
not get. The little we can get here comes 
from "orthodox Marxism". 

Feminist 
Bihar, India 

Domestic or household workers rarely 
ever get any publicity about the condi
tions they have to undergo to make a liv
ing. The article on "Voices raised against 
domestic work slavery" (Nov. N&L) was 
a very welcome exception to the rule. 
Many wealthy women who call them
selves feminists when it comes to sup
porting the E.R.A. think nothing of abus
ing and degrading the women who clean 
their homes, cook their meals and watch 
their children. The remark about 
"clients who rang" little bells to summon 
me" tells it all. You would think we are 
back in slavery days. It reminded me of 
a film I saw on South Africa, and the 
conditions of Black women there who 
work in white homes, take care, of their 
kids, and seldom see their own families. 

It is about time that domestic workers 
got organized and got protection from 
this kind of treatment. And it is about 
time that feminists see the struggle of 
domestic workers as an important part of 
their struggle. 

Feminist 
Michigan 

Readers9 Vi 
UNIONS SOUTH AND NORTH 

I read the story about Black workers 
fighting to organize the Dan River Mills 
plant in Alabama (Nov. N&L) and it re
minded me of the conditions I faced when 
I worked in the textile mills in Alabama 
in the late '60s and early '70s. The 
machines were going constantly — and 
production was always on your mind. 
You couldn't stop for a lunch break. If 
you even took a five-minute break, the 
production piled up; and if you got be
hind, there went your job. And no one 
could even mention the word "union" — 
you were out the door. 

When I moved to L.A., I joined a union 
for the first time. Union jobs are good in 
that you do have some type of defense 
against management, but still the union 
is separate from the workers. I wonder 
how prepared the unions are now for the 
strikes that are happening, with man
agement hiring so many scabs. There 
used to be a time when striking workers 
wouldn't let anyone cross a picket line, 
but it's different today. The union is not 
the answer. Something new is going to 
have to happen to save workers' jobs. 

Black worker 
Los Angeles 

FROM THE CLASSROOMS 
I often hear parents say that youth 

•oday are no good, that we're not prepar
ing for the future. But we're learning 
about what's going on in this capitalist 
society and preparing for a 
different future. As I begin to 
study Marx, I see that many workers ex
press some of his ideas, although they 
don't know it. I see how my father is 
alienated at his work. As a young person 
I feel that the time is urgent now to move 
for a change. We can't waste any second 
of it. 

Latina high school student 
Los Angeles 

In my North Side school there are 
.about 200 Blacks and 800 whites. On No
vember 4, 1983, my classroom had a vote 
between Ronald Reagan and Jesse Jack
son. There are 29 white and 7 Black stu
dents in my classroom. The vote came 
out 29 votes for Ronald Reagan, and 7 
votes for Jesse Jackson. Now I've heard 
of miracles and coincidences, but that 
was just too much. When we asked the 
teacher why didn't she participate in the 
vote, she said she doesn't participate in 
such nonsense. 

Black student 
Chicago 

I had the idea that it might be nice if 
the readers of N&L sent Lech Walesa a 
congratulatory note or card, showing him 
and the Polish government that his ef
forts have not gone unnoticed outside of 
Poland. The address is: Lech Walesa, 
Pilotow 17, D-3, Gdansk, Poland. Here is 
a chance to show a staunch leader of the 
rights of man that other workers do care. 

Solidarity supporter 
Zephyrhills, Florida 

Chicago politics is maddening. The 
politicians and the companies are fight
ing while the people have nothing. Re
nault Robinson, head of the Chicago 
Housing Authority, fired Westinghouse. 
the elevator maintenance company. 
Then he asked the other 
mechanics to take a pay cut, 
and they quit. So the elevators don't 
run ana even elderly residents have to 
walk up the stairs, hoping they won't get 
attacked in the stairwell or fall because 
the steps are crumbling. 

It's always the little guy, whether in 

world politics or city politics, who gets 
screwed. The only way they play the city 
politics game is to hold the people hos
tage. 

South Side resident 
Chicago 

On "Devil's Night" in the city of De
troit over 600 fires were set, many in 
abandoned, vacant homes. Officials say 
they are trying to figure out how to stop 
the "vandalism". They could look right 
at city government, whose blatant neg
lect of neighborhoods and complete in
competence in managing the 14,000 vac
ant homes have created the situation, 
"three schoolgirls were raped last month 
On the same day in the early morning — 
two were pulled into vacant houses. Who 
are the real vandals? I know many 
people care about the quality of life in 
this city. But how do we fight city hall? 

Concerned citizen 
Detroit 

MARX'S MARXISM TODAY 
I've read Marxism and Freedom and 

Philosophy and Revolution. The former 
served as an invaluable guide through a 
reading of Vol. 1 of Capital this summer, 
bringing me back again and again to 
Marx's exploration of society as concrete 
human activity. It helped me see the pro
cesses described in Capital as part of my 
own life (I'm a computer programer by 
trade): alienated labor, the domination of 
living labor by dead labor, fetishism of 
coimmodities . . not just as phrases or 
sectarian cant, but as real human experi
ence. 

I think the analysis of state-capitalism 
is crucial, as well. If you don't under
stand the nature of the USSR and other 
states that call themselves socialist, then 
you don't really understand what 
capitalist oppression is all about . . . and 
after the revolution, "the same old s —" 
gets reproduced, no matter how good your 
intentions. 

Marxism seems increasingly important 
to me, not as some kind of economistic 
explanation for all the events in the daily 
newspaper, but ¾s a real method for un
derstanding how the world works as a to
tality . . . 

Subscriber and activist 
Virginia 

I read American Civilization on Trial 
twice last week. One time because there 
was so much information in it. The sec
ond time because I find "Black masses 
as vanguard" a refreshing departure 
from any previous theories. The conven
tional conception of van
guard has always been a small 
group, usually white, usually 
male, who will lead the masses 
to revolution. Your point of view is 
very different. 

Thinker-activist 
Northern California 

The pamphlet Marx and the Third 
World made a real impact on me. I had 
always wanted to know Marx's view of the 
world outside Europe. I especially liked 
the contrast between Marx's attitude to
ward the extension of railroad lines in the 
1850s, when they brought the outside 
world to people who didn't know it, and 
the 1870s", when British colonialism used 
the railroads as a weapon against the tra
ditional communities of Asia, breaking 
down their co-operative forms and indepen
dence. 

As a Native American, I couldn't help 
but think of the railroads in the 1870s in 
the U.S., where they were used to destroy, 
the economy and way of life of the Indian 
nations of the Great Plains. I wish more 
people: knew of these views of Marx. 

Shainape Shcapwe 
Michigan 

8 DID YOU REMEMBER N&L IN YOUR g 
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When I think of Charles Denby's life, I 
think of the unity of mental and manual 
labor, because that is what he was. 
Denby was a worker and thinker, the 
kind of person this society does not allow. 
When a worker breaks down that division 
of mental and manual labor, a new force 
is born which has the power to change 
this whole world. Denby's life meant this 
new force, and his meeting and develop
ing with Raya helped give birth to the 
philosophy of Marxist-Humanism. . . 

I remember the first night I spent with 
him in Detroit. Right from the first dis
cussion I saw how Denby could tell 
stories, how he could make a point talk
ing about things in everyday living, and 
yet the stories spoke to everyone, and 
told a tale about how humanity could be
come free. I recall the story in his au
tobiography about the time he tried to 
stay in a motel in the South. At first they 
would not allow him in because he was 
Black. But the bellboy got him to stay. 
and asked him to sit in the window of the 
hotel restaurant, so everyone could see 
that he had broken the race barrier. Just 
in that one story you could see how re
volutionary are the ideas and actions of 
working people, even in how they live.. . 

Felix Martin 
California 

Raya Dunayevskaya's "In memoriam" 
(Nov. N&L for Charles Denby was a his
torical event in my life. I feel like I began 
to understand Marxism through that arti
cle, by the way Raya explains what a 
revolutionary philosophy means to a 
worker. Many Black leaders put forward 
a very negative view toward all whites. 
You can see that he was a humanist, that 
he worked to bring common people to
gether for a new world. 

Young Black woman 
Detroit 

My contact with Charles Denby began 
after I finished reading Indignant Heart. 
The book made me want to fight, cry and 
question. Fight, in the sense of fighting 
for a more just world. Cry, because the 
book made me feel for those people de
scribed in the book, and the condition of 
their lives. Question, because it made me 
ask many things, not least my role as a 
Black woman in this society. I think the 
term I used when I wrote to him was "1 
wanted to get off the fence and into the 
main arena of life'". I'm not sure I've 
achieved that total involvement yet, but 
I'm not as confused as I used to'be . . . 

Charles Denby gave his life for the 
cause of freedom. He also left a legacy 

CHARLES DENBY: WORKER-EDITOR, MARXIST-HUMANIST 
I remember working with Denby and 

Raya on Workers Battle Automation. 
That was the greatest learning experi-

for future generations — Indignant Heart, 
which I'm keeping on my bookshelf for 
my son Paul and any other children I 
might have, to read. And for re-reading 
myself also. You were all privileged to 
have known and lived with such a great 
man. Sandra 

Birmingham, England 

I mourn the death of Charles Denby. a 
man who gave us great leadership and a 
history for starting new human relations. 
I learned so much from his book, Indig
nant Heart, a Black Worker's Journal. It 
is history of all working people. The book 
also gives us the history of the land. The 
politics of the farm and land-owners is 
similar here as in Latin America. You 
can see the relationship between the do
minant and the underdeveloped countries 
in the history of the land. 

Peruvian factory worker 
New York City 

The loss of Denby is felt internationally 
by the many peoples he reached. We miss 
him deeply, but his life and words remain 
to inspire people everywhere in the 
worldwide struggle for freedom. 

British Marxist-Humanists 
London 

I was so glad Raya's article on Denby's 
life singled out his relationship to 
philosophy, from the discussions on Le
nin's Philosophic Notebooks in the 1950s 
to his interest in Marx's view of the 
Black World in the last year of his life. 
One section said it all for me: 
"Philosophy of liberation was not mere 
rhetoric, much less an empty intellectual 
task. To Denby, philosophy became a 
clearing of the head for action." With 
what is happening in the Middle East, 
Latin America, the Caribbean and right 
here in the USA, I feel we could use that 
kind of "clearing of the head" right now. 

Anti-war activist 
Detroit 

I worked for 35 years in the auto plant, 
and I only met Brother Charles Denby in 
the late '70s when he came out to the 
West Coast on national tour, with the pub
lication of Indignant Heart: A Black 
Worker's Journal. But reading his book, 
it was like I knew him from the first day 
I went into the plant. 

With his energy and talent and brains 
he could have got a comfortable place for 
himself — with the company or with the 
union bureaucracy — but he devoted his 

whole life to staying with the workers. At 
the same time, he opposed the radicals 
and so-called leaders who wanted to 
make shortcuts to revolution. He knew 
there are no short-cuts; only the mass 
movement of the workers can make a re
volution. 

Rudy Salenta 
Los Angeles 

In remembrance of Comrade Denby, 
let us always celebrate his living by hold
ing fast to those principles which wedded 
us to continuous action for positive social 
change. We, in Denby's birthplace of the 
deep South, are ever in motion to keep 
vibrant the Black Dimension. It was 
Comrade Denby who modeled the transi
tion of a civil rights worker to a human 
rights advocate. His action ushered forth 
a consciousness, rooted deeply and un-
shakeably in the minds of the Black Belt. 

Gwendolyn Patton 
Montgomery, Alabama 

The hand of comradeship extended in 
sorrow to all close associates of late citi
zen fellow fighter for all humanity, 
Brother Denby. He would have wished us 
all to remember Joe Hill's dictum: 
"Don't mourn. Organize!" Perhaps mod
ified by the words, "after critical 
thought". 

Lefty Morgan 
Vancouver, B.C. 

I first heard Charles Denby's name 
when Raya visited our city many years 
ago. I can remember how pleased she 
was about having a Black man as editor 
of N&L. There is nothing more saddening 
than the final departure of one who not 
only shares our views but regards them 
as of vital importance to the welfare of 
humanity as a whole. 

He is a loss to all who knew him. I met 
him in Toronto once, and I had hoped to 
see him again. He impressed me. Now it 
is our job to get on with furthering the 
only cause that matters. Our goal still 
lies ahead. . . 

Harry McShane 
Glasgow, Scotland 

I was fortunate to spend 10 years in 
Detroit from 1955-65, from the beginning 
of the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the 
Hungarian Revolution, through all that 
was happening in the Detroit shops, to 
the Civil Rights Movement. I remember 
working with Denby on N&L — going 
over each article, knowing exactly what a 
worker's article meant in all its as
pects. 

ence of my life: the meetings with work
ers, the digging into workers' lives and 
thoughts. I remember Denby arguing 
with doctors who told a worker his urine 
could not have blood in it because of 
stress in the factory. It had to be from an 
underlying disease, the doctor said. 
Denby knew the worker was right and 
pursued it until we have the great story 
in Workers Battle Automation . . . 

Angela Terrano 
New York City 

We met Charles Denby in 1976. He 
taught us to understand America. We will 
never forget him as a fighter for freedom 
and humanity and as our friend of the 
heart. Thousands of Germans got to know 
of the Other America through his book, 
Im reichsten Land der Welt. 

Johann and Sibylle 
Frankfurt, West Germany 

You would think that an article on 
Charles Denby's life and legacy would 
most resemble his autobiography or one 
of his other writings, like Workers Battle 
Automation. But I think that Raya's arti
cle (Nov. N&L) really is much closer to 
the pamphlet 25 Years of Marxist-
Humanism in the U.S. in the way it il
luminates the complex relationship of 
world events, workers' experiences, 
philosophy and organization. 

I was especially struck by the section 
entitled "A Turning Point in Denby's 
Life". The story of how Denby came to 
be editor of N&L turned out to move from 
the publication of Indignant Heart in 1952, 
through the death of Stalin the next year 
and Denby's discussions with Raya on 
what workers were saying in the plant 
about it, which, in turn, moved to their 
exchange of ideas on Lenin's Philosophic 
Notebooks, and finally to Denby's becom
ing editor of N&L on the second anniver
sary of the East German workers revolt. 

In this whole process you saw the 
philosophic development of both Denby 
and Raya. You got a feeling for what it 
means to be able to elicit from workers 
and to project Marxism. And you were 
reminded again of how rich a contribu
tion to Marxist-Humanism was made by 
this man who had the dimensions of 
Black and worker within him, and was, in 
his own right, a revolutionary intellec
tual. I will save the article to study 
again. 

Appreciative 
Detroit 
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Africa Today Review: Dunayevskaya on the Black world 
Editor's note: Below we print excerpts by Dr. Kevin 

Anderson in the African studies journal, Africa Today, 
(Vol. 29, No. 4), on Raya Dunayevskaya's Rosa Luxem
burg, Women's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of 
Revolution; Philosophy and Revolution; Marxism and 
Freedom; and The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection — 
Marxist-Humanism: Its Origins and Development in 
the U.S., 1941 to Today. 

The titles listed above constitute the bulk of "a forty year 
contribution to political and social theory by the well-
known Marxist humanist writer Raya Dunayevskaya, 
who in 1982 completed her third book on Marxist theory. 
The new editions of her work by Humanities Press (1982) 
and the Wayne State University microfilm collection 
(1981) have finally made the whole of it easily accessible 
to interested scholars. Each work . . . offers theoretical 
and empirical insights for Africanists. 

Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution centers around analyses of 
women and non-Western society in relationship to overall 
theoretical issues in Marxism. In the section on Luxem
burg, she unearths valuable and new material on the rela
tionship of Africa to the disputes inside the West Euro
pean left, particularly the German SPD. 

She also traces Luxemburg's concern with the question 
of Namibia. . . . Dunayevskaya goes on to present a 
critique of Luxemburg's position on national liberation, 
where Luxemburg opposed national independence move
ments as Utopian and reactionary in the era of im
perialism. She also gives an incisive critique of the 
philosophical and economic underpinnings of Luxemburg's 
great work on the theory of imperialism, The Accumulation of 
Capital. 

In the section on women's liberation, Dunayevskaya 
discusses the relevance of early African women's revolts 
such as the 1929 Igbo Women's War against British im
perialism to present-day struggles of women in the Third 
World. She analyzes women's participation in modern up
heavals in Mozambique, Angola and Guinea-Bissau as 
well as Portugal in the 1970s. . . She views women as a 
crucial and newly emergent "revolutionary subject" in 
the 1980s. 

The last section of this book deals with Marx. Much of it 
centers around his last writings on Russia and on non-
European society such as his little-known Ethnological 
Notebooks and his 1881 letter to Vera Zasulitch on the 
possibility of a direct transition to socialism from the 
Russian pre-capitalist communal village. Dunayevskaya 
shows that all of Marx's major last writings, including the 
last edition of Capital, Vol. I (Paris: 1872-75) which he 
personally prepared for the printer, show the importance 
of this theme of alternate paths to human emancipation. 

Help fight handicap bias 
Montgomery, Ala. — Gwen Patton, a Black instructor 

at Alabama State University (ASU), has filed an appeal 
on her discrimination case with the U.S. Court of Ap
peals against ASU administrators Dean Robert Thompson 
and Dr. William Edmonds, Vice President of Academic 
Affairs. Ms. Patton is a registered handicap with the 
State of Alabama, and is a veteran activist in the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

The facts surrounding her case go back to 1981 when 
Ms. Patton was transferred from her position as Director 
of the Academic Advisement Center at ASU. She was 
informed by Thomson and Edmonds that her new as
signments were divided between two buildings, one with 
no elevator, which compelled her to climb four flights of 
stairs eight to ten times a day. Since she wears an ortho
pedic shoe with a four-inch lift, and in the fall of 1981 had 
to use crutches, Ms. Patton requested that her assign
ments be located on a ground floor. Thomson and Ed
monds decided instead to have security officers carry her 
up and down stairs in a wheelchair. 

When she filed an anti-handicap discrimination suit be
fore Judge Robert Varner of the U.S. District Court of 
Alabama, he ruled that the administrators had responded 
reasonably and that there was no intent to discriminate. 

"Judge Varner's opinion has greater implications than 
ruling against a handicapped person who is a woman and 
Black," Ms. Patton stated in response to the ruling. "The 
'intent ruling' is nothing but a shroud to excuse and cover 
up discrimination." 

Ms. Patton's case represents another serious attack on 
the human rights gains of the Civil Rights Movement. 
Until now, the intent ruling had been used in school de
segregation cases. In another Alabama discrimination 
case in Mobile, the federal court used the intent rationale 
in favor of racial discrimination in employment. Ms. Pat-
ton's case is one of the first where the intent ruling has 
been used against the handicapped. 

In a letter to human rights activists, Ms. Patton, states 
that (this) "ruling is an ominous sign that human issues 
presented before the court can simply be dismissed under 
the rationalization that the perpetrators did not 'mean to 
do it.' . . .This is frightening." 

Gwen Patton needs the help of those in the human 
rights movement. Her appeal will cost $8,000 to $10,000. 
Send donations to: Legal Defense Fund for Gwen Patton,, 
46 E. Patton. Ave., Montgomery, AL 36105,,, , , 

Dunayevskaya quotes Lafargue's 1882 complaint to En-
gels that, after his trip to Algiers, "Marx has come back 
with hie head full of Africa and the Arabs". She concludes 
the book by arguing that with these last writings "Marx's 
legacy is no mere heirloom, but a live body of ideas and 
perspectives that is in need of concretization." . 
AFRICA IN PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLU
TION 

Philosophy and Revolution was originally issued in 1973 
and has been republished with a new introduction. The 
core of this book's discussion of Africa is in the major 

chapter "The African Revolutions and the World 
Economy." There, Dunayevskaya maintains that: "The 
African revolutions opened a new page in the dialectic of 
thought as well as in world history". She then discusses 
African nationalist leaders and theorists such as 
Nkrumah, Senghor, and Fanon. It is Fanon whom she 
finds the closest to her own view when she writes that 
despite the achievements of the independence struggles, 
"we must soberly face the present bleak reality." 

Despite the setbacks of neocolonialism, she concludes 
the chapter by arguing that the situation in Africa was 
still "fluid" in that: (1) new revolutions were ready to 
emerge in southern Africa, (2) the youth had shown resis
tance to neocolonial regimes, (3) the neocolonial social 
structures in Africa were hardly as firmly implanted as, 
for example, those in Latin America. 

But Africa has importance in Philosophy and Revolu
tion far beyond the single chapter on Africa. 
Dunayevskaya's central concept is that of an "open" or 
"unchained' dialectic where, she argues, Hegel (and 
Marx) "present the structures not as mere fact*not as 
hierarchy, not as pinnacle, but as movement", and view 
human reality as "one long trek to freedom". The African 
revolutions of the 1950s and 1960s were, to Dunayevskaya, 
a key example of the centrality of a dialectic of freedom 
to human history. For such a Marxist, African revolutions 
are not a place to "apply" a ready-made theory, but a 
unique human experience out of which Marxist theory can 
be reconstructed for the present. 

MARXISM AND FREEDOM AND ARCHIVES 
Dunayevskaya's first book, Marxism and Freedom, 

originally published in 1958, at first glance seems to con
tain little on Africa. But there, is much of importance to 
Africanists. . The concepts of state-capitalism and of 
spontaneity and humanism developed in this book offer 
many vantage points for a Marxist analysis of the con
temporary African scene. Her overall concept of socialist 
humanism, first articulated here, was developed parallel 
to that of socialist humanists in Africa such as Nyerere 
and Senghor, and especially Fanon, who wrote during the 
same period. 

The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection includes virtually 
all of Dunayevskaya's voluminous other writings. 

Of special importance to Africanists are the following 
documents: (1) Her 1959 pamphlet Nationalism, Commun
ism, Marxist-Humanism and the Afro-Asian Revolutions; 
(2) her writings on West Africa in 1961 and 1962 before and 
after her trip there; (3) a 1976 series of "Philosophic-Poli
tical Letters' which include discussion of the Portuguese 
and African revolutions of 1974-76, the civil war in Zimba
bwe and the Soweto uprising; (4) the 1976 pamphlet Frantz 
Fanon, Soweto and American Black Thought written by two 
colleagues of Dunayevskaya, Lou Turner and John Alan, 
and introduced by her. 

Taken as a whole, Dunayevskaya's three books and the 
Wayne State University collection contain an important 
contribution to African studies by a writer who has spent 
a lifetime as a political activist as well as a theorist. 

. i l t t i M i H T B l Denby and 'Black-Red View' 
by John Alan 

I don't know how many of our readers are aware of the 
role that Charles Denby, the late longtime editor of News 
& Letters, had in the creation of this Black/Red column as 
a monthly feature of News & Letters. This column would 
not have existed if the Marxist-Humanists had not con
vened, in Detroit on Jan. 12,1969, a Black-Red Conference 
that had the support and participation of a wide variety of 
people that included Black and white workers, women, 
Chicano and Japanese activists, and intellectuals, to dis
cuss the ideas of freedom in all of its concrete ramifica
tions that the Black movement for liberation had awaken
ed in this country. 

Denby, in his welcoming remarks to the Conference, 
gave an entirely new dimension to the color "red" by 
designating it as the "Philosophy of Liberation" that can 
"lead to a true unity of action and thought" as the "basis 
to start concrete activities like Black organizations, Black 
caucuses in unions, or Black student unions or a commit
tee for the study of philosophy and revolution." 

When Denby spoke these words, in 1969, he was defining 
the uniqueness of the Black-Red Conference in a period 
when both the "new right" and "new left" were express
ing their brand of hostility to theory and philosophy. For 
the "new left" of that period, activity and more activity 
was the high road to revolution. For the people attending 
the Black-Red Conference it was precisely this deification 
of activity, at the expense of theory, which hid the true 
reason for their activity. 

As the Conference unfolded, the self-determination of 
the idea of freedom that was inherent in their activities 
came alive. At the same time, it became a revelation of 
how their activities fell short as the goals were turned into 
their opposites by internal and external forces. 

The uniqueness of the 1969 Black-Red Conference can 
also be extended to the fact that Raya Dunayevskaya, the 
Chairwoman of News and Letters Committees, was asked 
to give a presentation on the relationship of Marxist-
Humanism to the Black revolt in this country and to 
Third World revolutions in Africa. At that time she was in 
the process of finishing her book Philosophy and Revolu
tion. Certain points that she dealt with became ground for 
the birth of the Black/Red View column. Like Denby, she 
called attention to "color" by saying that: "Black and 
Red stand for actual movement in society." 

It was within this context that she established the im
portance of labor in human history and why it is impor
tant for labor and Blacks to think their own thoughts. In 
every struggle for freedom there is also the development 
of the idea of freedom in thought. When these two move
ments of action and thought coalesce, a successful revolu
tionary transformation of society is possible. However 
this unity of theory and practice cannot be conceived as 
something that can be mechanically applied to history. 

, Each.epocb^e^ch generation must work out its own relat-. 

ionship of theory to practice. What is constant in working 
out these ever new relationships of theory to practice is 
continuous dialogue with the mass movement by its lea
dership, that is, to understand that the movement from 
practice, the fight for freedom, contains both a theory of 
freedom and a new society. 

After Denby's opening remarks and Dunayevskaya's 
presentation, several hours of discussion was generated 
around activities and experiences. Particularly important 
for the Black/Red column was what Black workers 
thought about the Black caucuses in the unions. 

For example, one Black worker who had participated in 
the spontaneous organization of a Black caucus began to 
explore the limitation of just fighting discrimination in 
the plant when too much emphasis was placed on super
vision, that is, the employment of Black foremen, while 
neglecting the fight to change the inhuman system of 
production and speed-up. In short, this worker was con
cerned with the truncating of the original idea that the 
caucus began its revolt, to fight both speed-up and ra
cism, and then finally opting for only the elimination of 
an obvious visual form of racism in supervision. The first 
Black/Red column that I wrote was devoted to the 
"theory" around the class/race issue. 

Many of the ideas discussed at the Black-Red Confer
ence almost 15 years ago have.appeared in this column 
over the years as we have commented on the Black 
movements for freedom, not uncritically. I am sure that 
Charles Denby would agree with some of the criticism, 
because he detested elitism and knew that it was from the 
self movement of working people, Blacks, youth, women, 
that ideas and theories of freedom originate. 

Chicago rent strike due 
Chicago, HI. — Poor, mostly Black residents of Chicago 

Housing Authority projects — high-rise slums —have suf
fered for years with dilapidated housing and maintenance 
hindered by incredible corruption. On Nov. 12, tenants — 
as many as 100% of some buildings, according to a 
spokesperson — announced that they will begin a rent 
strike if elevator repairs haven't started in one month. 

Some, including sick and elderly people, pregnant 
women and mothers with infants, constantly have to walk 
up and down 20 or more flights of stairs carrying grocer
ies, furniture or other possessions, often in near-total 
darkness, risking death or injury, whether by assailants 
hiding in the stairwells or from a fatal slip on the cracked 
and broken concrete steps. 

Tenants expected change when our first Black mayor, 
Harold Washington, was elected. But in the seven months 
since then, one tenant said, "Things haven't gotten better, 
they just keep getting worse. We keep paying them mon
ey, let them do something for us for a change before we 
P5»y any jnore.", , , , _ Franklin Dmitryev 
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(continued from page 1) 
college youth on the bus from State Teachers' College, 
and they found out that Mrs. Parks was going to be tried 
on a certain day — I think it was Wednesday. 

"The students came here to the church," Rev. King 
said, "because we have a mimeograph machine, and they 
wanted to run off some leaflets. And to tell the truth, what 

m I believe caused the Montgomery Bus Boycott was the 
Montgomery Advertiser, the white daily paper." 

He went on to explain that the youth had run off a 
couple hundred leaflets and passed them out in the Black 

i " community. Somehow the Montgomery Advertiser got a 
leaflet, and reprinted it just as it had been written, so that 
everybody, and especially the whites, could read it that 
Sunday morning. They also editorialized about it, saying 
what the hell do these damn n want? What the hell 
are they planning? And that's what really set the whole 
thing off, the talking about staying off the buses for one 
day to protest Mrs. Parks' arrest. 

1 . . . Rev. King thought, like everyone else in Montgom-
i ery, that it was just going to be a one-day demonstration 
• for Mrs. Parks. But after the Blacks boycotted the buses 

that Wednesday, and then went back to the bus stops on 
i Thursday, something else happened. All the bus xirivers 
i — and they were all white then — would pull up to a stop 

and, where there were all Blacks standing there, went on 
1 by without picking up a single one of them. 

The reaction of the Blacks was, "What the hell! We 
walked yesterday . . . we can walk today." And that, Rev. 
King said, was the beginning of the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott. And they kept on walking from that day on — for 
over nine months — until they won. 

"WHEN A STORM RISES" 
. . . Actually, the idea of a boycott had been around 

Montgomery for a long time. People waiting at the bus 
•> stops were often passed by with the buses half empty in 

front and crowded in the rear . . . when Blacks would get 
together; they'd often talk about getting their own bus 
system so they wouldn't have to put up with their treat
ment. 

. . . Northern Blacks, especially those who left the South 
in the '20s and '30s used to make statements and jokes 
about the backwardness and fear of Southern Blacks. 

1 When the boycott erupted, they were stunned, asking: 
I "Who are these Negroes in the South, and where did they 
[ come from?" They never realized that the most oppres

sed people of any society are the most likely to revolt 
against it. 

. . . It was the taste of freedom, a taste that was won 
after nine long months of continuous meetings and of 
planning and setting up a new transportation system for 
60,000 Blacks in Montgomery. This was done while the 

.. constant terror, bombings, harassment, intimidation, fir
ings and practically every form of inhuman treatment 
you can think of were thrown against the entire Black 
community in those months of struggle. That's what was 
so terrific — in the face of all of this, they fought and 

I won. 
Few can look out upon a calm sea and tell when a 

storm will rise and the tides will sweep all filth to the 
shore. No one can set the time, date or place for the self 
activities of the Blacks, as the Communist and other radi
cal parties have always tried to do. They all cling to the 
conception of plan, and think that if they do not plan it for 
the Blacks, it cannot be done; and if a party leader does 
not lead the movement, that it is a useless movement. 

. . . They simply could not believe that Blacks in the 
i South, where the whole social, political, legal and 

economic system was organized to keep them in bondage, 
could succeed in fighting against such overwhelming 
force. Because of this, they could not begin to understand 
the tremendous power and influence the bus boycott had 

| among other Blacks in the South. 

Farm Revolt Day rally 
Around 2,500 farmers, workers and unemployed workers 

rallied in Waterloo, Iowa on Farm Revolt Day, Nov. 1, to 
demonstrate against Reaganomics. As one sign of soli-

•" darity between farmers and workers, Iowa farmers do
nated sausage to 6,000 unemployed workers. 

Area farmers had donated 68 hogs, and members of the 
United Food and Commercial Workers Union (UFCW) 
processed the meat into sausage at their worker-owned 
plant in Waterloo. The rally was staged at the UAW local 
hall — the local for thousands of laid off John Deere 
tractor workers — and sponsored by the Iowa Farm Unity 
Coalition, part of the North American Farm Alliance 
(NAFA). 

Ground for this rally was laid in the widening move
ments of support between farmers and unemployed, from 

m the union members who helped try to stop the sale of the 
farm of Ava and Bernard Bates, Black farmers in Hill 
City, Kansas, to the American Agriculture Movement 
chapters voting to support the Greyhound strike. Farm 
Revolt Day was not the end of revolt on the farms. 

— Thanks to American Agriculture News 
and NAFA 
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Charles Den by: 
Detroit, Mich. — On Nov. 6 we held "Indignant Heart: 

A Memorial Meeting for Charles Denby." The multi-
dimensionality of the 100 who came out left a deep im
pression on all of us even before a single word was said. 
Every chapter in Denby's life was represented in that 
room, from Alabama struggles over 50 years and more, 
through Denby's three decades in the shops, as well as 
the many university classes he addressed, to the political 
tendencies he had an impact on. Over half the audience 
was Black, and far from the majority being of Denby's 
generation, his impact on youth was evident from the 
many who came. 

In the lobby the most magnificent exhibition of Denby's 
life-story was displayed. There were photographs of 
Denby at work with News & Letters and in freedom 
struggles. There were reviews of Indignant Heart: A 
Black Worker's Journal and letters from its readers. 
There were leaflets from the shops and from civil rights 
battles, selections from his "Worker's Journal" columns 
and from Workers Battle Automation. Many stayed after 
the meeting to study the displays. One labor history pro
fessor who taught Indignant Heart in his classes was 
nevertheless surprised at the exhibition, saying how taken 
he was with what it showed of the organization behind the 
book. 

FROM THE SHOPS TO MONTGOMERY 
All this was yet prologue to the program itself. The 

room was alive with Denby's presence, and the presence 
of the whole history of Marxist-Humanism, in the re
membrances and the music, in the readings from Indig
nant Heart and in Raya Dunayevskaya's closing presen
tation on "Charles Denby — Worker-Editor, Marxist-
Humanist." 

We heard of his experiences in the shops. So vivid were 
they that it almost felt like an editing session for the next 
issue of N&L, as we heard about Denby taking the floor in 
a contract fight with Irv Blues tone, leading a walkout 
agaiwst smoke in the shop, creating a rank-and-file paper 
— the Stinger — and smuggling it into the plant. They 
spoke of his impact on 18-year-old workers, facing pro
duction for the first time. And when John Allison, with his 
own 32 years at Chrysler, told of how discussions with 
Denby on shop problems always ended up viewing civil 
rights, women's rights, the whole of society, with his 
"philosophy of liberation," a murmur of recognition 
swept the room. 

Interwoven with the remembrances were the audience's 
readings from Indignant Heart. So powerfully did the 

Who We Are and 
News and Letters Committees, an organization 

of Marxist-Humanists, stands for the abolition of 
capitalism, whether in its private property form as 
in the U.S., or its state property form as in Russia 
or China. We stand for the development of a new 
human society based on the principles of Marx's 
Humanism as recreated for our day. 

News & Letters was created so that the voices of 
revolt from below could be heard not separated 
from the articulation of a philosophy of liberation. 
A Black production worker, Charles Denby, author 
of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal, is 
the editor of the paper. Raya Ounayevskaya, the 
Chairwoman of the National Editorial Board and 
National Chairwoman of the Committees, is the 
author of Marxism and Freedom, Philosophy and 
Revolution and Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Libera
tion and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, which 
spell out the philosophic ground of Marx's Human
ism internationally as American Civilization on Trial 
concretizes it on the American scene and shows 
the two-way road between the U.S. and Africa. 

Where Marxism and Freedom, whose structure 
was grounded in the movement from practice 
throughout the 200 years from 1776 to Today, dis
closes Marx's "new Humanism," both interna
tionally and in its American roots, Philosophy and. 
Revolution, in recreating Marx's philosophic roots 
both in the Hegelian dialectic and in the actual 
revolutionary movements of his day, articulated 
these forces of revolution as Reason — Labor, 
Black, Youth, Women — of our day. By tracing and 
paralleling this age's 30-year movement from prac
tice to theory with our own theoretical develop
ment "for the same three decades, Marxist-Human
ism in the U.S. has met the challenge of the "new 
moments" in the last decade of Marx's life by dis
closing in them a trail to the 1980s. It is this trail, 
these paths of revolution — be it in the birth of a 
whole new generation of revolutionaries, including 
the transformation of Women's Liberation as an 
idea whose time has come into a Movement or the 

.e.mergence. of a whole new Third W o r l d — that 
form the' content of Rosa Luxemburg, vVornen's 
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Indignant Heart 
readings connect with the remembrances that it was often 
hard to tell where one stopped and the other began. We 
heard Rosa Parks get up to tell of her meetings with 
Denby about the Montgomery Bus Boycott, and of reading 
how Denby had re-told her story in his book. And then 
suddenly Denby's own words were read out, speaking of 
his journey to Alabama in 1956. 

WORLD IMPACT OF DENBY'S LIFE 
The world impact of Denby's life was underlined by the 

many messages to the meeting, from an Alabama civil 
rights activist and from the founder of the Women's 
Emergency Brigade, from Scottish Marxist-Humanist 
Harry McShane and from Felix Martin in California. 
There were words from friends in Britain and in Ger
many. But nowhere was the international dimension of 
Denby's life better expressed than when the reading from 
Indignant Heart on the two-way road of freedom ideas 
between Africa and America was followed by soloist San
dra Hines' wonderful performance of the song "Biko." 

As was fitting, the program was permeated also with 
the battle of ideas, whether that was John Alan contrast
ing the vision of Denby's autobiography to Nkrumah's, or 
Diane Lee arguing with those intellectuals who don't 
understand the difference between Part I and Part II of 
Indignant Heart. They don't understand "Universal/Indi
vidual," she said, because they don't see that in Chapter 1 
there is an individual born in Lowndes County, Alabama, 
in a particular place and time, and by the last chapter 
that individual has fully expressed the world universal of 
freedom. 

Raya Dunayevskaya's presentation traced her own 
deep, 35-year-long relationship with Denby, and the rela
tionship of this worker-editor to a philosophy of liberation. 
Much of her speech can be studied in N&L, on Denby's 
labor to help create Marxism and Freedom, Philosophy 
and Revolution, and Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Libera
tion and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution. When Raya, in 
speaking of the "new" in the world at the birth of News 
and Letters Committees, with the struggles against 
Automation and the East European revolts, spoke directly 
to Rosa Parks on the Montgomery Bus Boycott and its 
place in the concluding chapter of Marxism and Freedom, 
all of us felt that there was no separation between Den
by's life-story and the "trilogy of revolution." 

After Raya spoke, we all linked hands and sang "We 
Shall Overcome." 

— Michael Connolly 

What We Stand For ~~~~~ 
Liberation and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution. . 

This work challenges post-Marx Marxists to return 
to Marx's Marxism. At a time when the nuclear 
world is threatened with the extinction of civiliza
tion itself it becomes imperative not only to reject 
what is, but to reveal the revolutionary Humanist 
future inherent in the present. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the year of 
the Detroit wildcats against Automation and the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott against segregation — 
activities which signalled a new movement from 
practice which was itself a form of theory. Vol. 1, 
No. 1, came off the press on the second anniver
sary of the June 17, 1953 East German revolt 
against Russian state-capitalism masquerading as 
Communism, in order to express our solidarity 
with freedom fighters abroad as well as at home. 
Because 1953 was also the year when we worked 
out the revolutionary dialectics of Marxism in its 
original form of "a new Humanism," as well as 
individuality "purified of all that interferes with its 
universalism, i.e., with freedom itself," we or
ganized ourselves in Committees rather than any 
elitist party " to lead". The development of Marx
ist-Humanism in the U.S., 1941 to Today is record
ed in the documents and on microfilm available to 
all under the title, The Raya Dunayevskaya Collec
tion, on deposit at the Labor History Archives of 
Wayne State University. 

In opposing the capitalistic, racist, sexist, exploi
tative society, we participate in all class and free
dom struggles, nationally and internationally. As 
our Constitution states: "It is our aim . . . to pro
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks and 
other minorities, women, youth and those intellec
tuals who have broken with the ruling bureaucracy 
of both capital and labor." We do not separate the 
mass activities from the activity of thinking. Any
one who is a participant in these freedom Strug- , 
gles for totally new relations and a fundamentally 
new way of life, and who believes in these prin
ciples, is invited to join- us. Send for a copy of the 
Constitution Of -News and Letters Committees'.' ~> 
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ln-person report of deepening revolt against Pinochet in Chile 
Editor's Note: The following description of Chile in October, 

1983 is by a Chilean political refugee who returned there after 
six years. 

The shantytown dwellers, workers and unemployed, 
have thrown up barricades in the street protests which 
they have turned to as the only way out of an intolerable 
situation — not because today's barricades will overthrow 
President Pinochet, but to learn today so they will be 
ready for tomorrow's insurrectionary barricades. And the 
youth are always in the front lines, the youth who grew up 
under ten years of dictatorship and haven't had a chance 
to study theory, but are very clear about what they want. 

When you hear that Chile's national debt is $20 billion 
and that's almost $2,000 per person, it doesn't tell you 
what that means until you see the shantytowns ringing 
Santiago. When you see that the people themselves had to 
build a special school for children, some now in their 
teens, who could never learn to read and write due to the 
effects of malnutrition; when you see an eight-year-old 
child having to go to work to support his family, then you 
begin to understand. 

People who were children at the time of the 1973 milit
ary coup are now grown with families of their own. As 
there has been absolutely no construction of low-income 
housing for ten years, they are all doubled and tripled up 
with other families. In a shantytown for 1,000 families, 
there are 5,000. 

This situation has exploded into land seizures and 
squatting on vacant urban land by Committees of the 
Homeless. The people of a shantytown, where everyone 
knows everyone else, form and lead these committees — 
outsiders are not welcome. Necessity brings them to
gether. First they petition and run through all the legal 

South Korean protests 
against Chun Doo Hwan 

Editor's Note: Soo III is the name assumed by a 
South Korean youth who has been active in the student 
underground there. Below we print excerpts from an 
interview on the Reagan tour of East Asia and the 
opposition movement in South Korea. 

One obvious purpose of Reagan's trip is to strengthen 
the military alliance of the U.S. and Korea as well as 
Japan. Reagan also wants to get Japan to increase its 
military spending. I believe this is meant to both tie down 
the Japanese economy and to make the Asian strategy of 
the U.S. less vulnerable to unrest in Korea. 

You must understand that the attitude of Koreans to
ward the U.S. was changed greatly by Kwangju (the 
Kwangju Uprising of May, 1980. See November, 1980 
N&L). Since then the opposition has not only concentrat
ed on democratic reforms from the military dictatorship. 
The people, especially the youth, now see the U.S. as a 
main obstacle to freedom. There have been many signs of 
this anti-Americanism. The increase in student protests in 
recent months are directed at the trip. 

On the whole the situation is very explosive. It may 
seem peaceful and stable from the outside but inside the 
country it is the opposite. When you walk down the street 
there are police everywhere. Chun Doo Hwan has never 
been able to rest since the time he seized power. 

Now with the 007 plane that was shot down and the 
bombing in Burma, Chun has preempted all the regular 
TV and radio programming. All day there are propagan
da broadcasts calling alerts, telling the people the country 
is going to be invaded. The leadership would like to keep 
the country in a state of permanent fear. 

The people hate the police very deeply. It is important 
to know that the regular police force was inherited from 
the Japanese occupation. There are still many officers 
who served the Japanese against the people during the 
long occupation. After the liberation they were main
tained and there has been quite a struggle with many 
incidents since then. If you know the history of anti-
government incidents in Korea, each usually begins at the 
police station. They are the first target of the people's 
anger. 

Our foreign debt of $40 billion is the fourth largest in the 
wovld. The economy is controlled by a small clique of 
corporate leaders. But actually, many of the large-scale 
factories are run by the government. The government is 
trying to deal with the debt by increasing exports. The 
main strategy involves keeping wages very low and pro
hibiting any kind of independent unions. The labor move
ment is essentially underground. You probably know that 
there have been many strikes this year. The struggle of 
the miners and peasants is especially significant. 

The students have been the leading force in the open 
protests. Every day they show their courageous will. My 
own years at school were dotted with protests. The stu
dents know that they aren't the force that will overthrow 
the government. But many are involved in underground 
study groups and they want to test themselves. 

Frankly speaking, I cannot say that all of the oppressed 
people of Korea are fully aware of the struggle for socia
lism. But I trust the situation itself is making them more 
revolutionary every day. Someday their complaints will 
explode in a big revolt. 

means; when that doesn't work, they decide together to 
seize the land. They wait for the best moment, and on a 
few minutes' notice, 1,000 families "will occupy a vacant 
lot. They set up tents and tarps, and organize themselves 
into committees for self-defensej, sanitation, education, 
outside relations, etc. 

They decide, "Tomorrow we'll $ee whose land it is and 
then start negotiating, but from |a position of strength." 
There have been many land occupations, but only the two 
largest, with some 10,000 families, have survived the 
police. In one toma, the cops attacked and attacked, but 
with 10,000 squatters, all the police accomplished was to 
split it in half. Then the people seized more land on either 
side, so that the cops created two tomas where there 
had been one. It would take the n)ilitary to remove them 
now. 

Throughout Chile today there are organizations of 
grass-roots representatives of the masses, including youth 
clubs, sports clubs, unions, shantytown organizations, 
and unions of the unemployed, who now number 
over 30%. One slogan of the street protests is "Un
employed, there is 'help wanted' in the struggle." 

Before the coup, labor unions were the strongest mass 
organizations, but not now. The Hojmeless Committees are 
more powerful today. The unions were completely de
stroyed by the government after |l973. Under the repres
sion, Chilean labor, to whom a fetrike used to mean a 
factory occupation, has been reduced to small, ineffective 
picket lines. Union leaders are appointed and don't repre
sent the rank-and-file. Whenever there has been a strike, 
all the union militants have been fired, with no hope of 
getting rehired. s , 

All these new forms of organization are taking place. But 

when you talk to the leaders of the opposition parties in 
Chile today — whether the Communist Party, Socialist 
Party, MIR, etc. — they are talking a completely diffe
rent language than is the rank-and-file. Many of the so-
called "Left" leaders are calling for non-violence and re
straint, but they can't stop the process that has begun in 
the streets and shantytowns, whose people feel the class 
struggle in all its harshness every day, and cannot escape 
like the party leaders from the middle and professional 
classes. The political leaders are taking advantage of the 
mass pressure to make a change at the top — all the 
while with their eyes on future government posts for 
themselves — which will not mean anything for the 
people. 

The reality of Chile today is that the "Days of Protest" 
called by the opposition political leaders have merely put 
a date on what the masses are doing every day. The 
masses take up the day to day fight in their own way, 
although the huge marches are important as well. The 
Left is discussing how to link the "organized" protests to 
those in the shantytowns, while some are saying people 
should only organize on their own ground in the shanty
towns. 

A fundamental question for the revolutionary Left is 
how to treat the political opening now arising from the 
demand for democratization and change oeing made by 
some of the bourgeoisie as well as the masses. They are 
discussing how to relate the broad mass struggle to the 
more organic neighborhood struggles. People are hungry 
to read any books they can get from any point of view on 
revolution and the so-called socialist countries, to see if 
they are socialist, and to discuss what kind of society we 
want to build in Chile. 

Opposition to Bishop's murder, Grenada invasion 
New York, N.Y. — A memorial meeting for the murder

ed Prime Minister Maurice Bishop of Grenada drew over 
1,000 people to Hunter College, Nov. 4. Sponsored by the 
Progressive Students of Hunter College, the speakers and 
film of Grenada brought together Black, and white and 
Caribbean students and community people who supported 
the Grenadian revolution. They were so anxious to discuss 
it that many didn't leave even after the long program was 
over, standing in the street to talk. 

Bishop had spoken to a crowd of 2,500 at Hunter College 
last summer, and the students were proud to have known 
him. The President of the Student Governement called 
him "the first youth of the 1980s to gain power." 

Two speakers from the Caribbean People's Alliance 
emphasized both the 150-year-Iong history of U.S. inter
vention in the hemisphere. 

In the four years the New Jewel Movement was in 
power, Grenada's economy improved dramatically by its 
own efforts. It had the highest growth rate in the region 
and reduced unemployment from 50 to 14%. "The U.S. 
would like to see the Caribbean as floating Bantustans," 
one speaker remarked. He emphasized that the Caribbean 
nations which aided the U.S. invasion are all facing op
position movements at home much like the New Jewel 
Movement. Their own people are asking how it was that a 
poor country like Grenada could establish free education; 
two-months paid maternity leave and other changes that 
their "democracies" have not. 

"Because the Grenadian revolution was a success, it 
has been assassinated," he said. Imperialism had planned 
the invasion for years, he stated, but realized it would be 
difficult to accomplish while Bishop was alive or if it were 
thought he had been killed by the Right. Even so, he 
pointed out, it took 6,000 U.S. troops eight days to conquer 
the island, whose entire adult population would fit into 
Yankee Stadium with room to spare. This exposes the 
vulnerability of capitalism, he said. 

Many of the speakers repeated that Grenada is danger
ous to the U.S. because it is Black and English-speaking, 
and there are 30 million Black people in the U.S. Rev. 
Daughtry of the Black United Front emphasized that the 
U.S. government needn't go to Grenada or Cuba to find its 
enemies; they are only a subway ride from Hunter Col
lege in the Black ghettoes. 

Daughtry also said the the Bishop murder should re
mind us to think about how we handle internal differ
ences, and to remember that the real enemy is always 
nearby to manipulate them. 

Los Angeles, Cal. — One of the first responses here to 
the U.S. invasion of Grenada was a picket line organized 
by several groups from the Black community outside a 
Marine recruiting station in a Black neighborhood. It was 
a loud and lively demonstration, with many people engag
ing in verbal confrontation with the Marine recruiters 
who came outside to watch. 

We received a strong positive response from people 
passing by. But the report in the L.A. Times the next day 
continued the pattern of lies that surrounded the invasion 
itself. It said there were 150 protesters, and that we didn't 
disturb "business as usual" for the Marines. In fact, there 
were 300 of us, and we forced* the recruiting station to 
close down! 

Oakland, Cal. — Over 5,000 people marched and rallied 
in Mosswood Park, Nov. 12, against Reagan's invasion of 
Grenada. This Bay Area demonstration was a refreshing 
departure from the usual practice because it went 
through a Black community of Oakland where many 
neighborhood people joined the march. The march was 
also predominately Third World people, with many 
American Blacks, Caribbeans, Latinos and Native Ameri
cans. 

The discussions at our News & Letters literature table 
reflected not only the instant revulsion to Reagan's inva
sion of a tiny Black nation, but also a hunger for new 
ideas to help revolutions like Grenada succeed. Part of 
that interest carried over from our challenge to the Lef
tists who organized a teach-in on Grenada at Berkeley a 
few days before. 

What was presented there was an expose of Reagan's 
lies on Grenada, but the audience also wanted to know 
more about why the popular Maurice Bishop was mur
dered. Professor Hintzen, a speaker from the Caribbean, 
said it was Reagan's attitude toward Grenada which 
created the conditions for the coup. But he didn't criticize 
Austin and Coard's view of socialism, only that their coup 
was strategically a mistake. 

There was no mention of the Russians who didn't share 
Castro's opposition to Bishop's murder, nor the fact that 
when their kind of "socialists" — who reduce socialism to 
growth through an economic model — get power, they are 
very experienced in supplyside economics, as anyone in a 
bread line in Poland will testify. 

While the speakers "answered" that they weren't about 
to "engage in a theoretical debate on the nature of revolu
tion," that debate is going on as a dimension of genuine 
mass movements in this country. 

"News & Letters was created so that the voices of 
revolt from below could be heard not separated 
from the articulation of a philosophy of liberation. 
It is our aim to assure its publication and to pro
mote the firmest unity among workers, Blacks and 
other minorities, women, youth and those intellec
tuals who have broken with the ruling bureaucracy 
of both capital and labor." 
from the Constitution of News and Letters Committees 

Subscribe to 

News & Letters 
Only $2.50 per year 

Send coupon to: News & Letters 
2832 £. Grand Blvd. Rm. 316 • 
Detroit, MI 48211 



DECEMBER, 1983 N E W S & LETTERS Page 11 

YOUTH Nov. 12 protests 
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Washington, D.C . . . 
by Jim Mills, Youth columnist 

The most remarkable aspect of the Nov. 12 march in 
Washington, D.C. was its spontaneous outpouring against 
U.S. interventions into Third World countries. I talked to 
demonstrator after demonstrator who said he or she 
decided to come there only after the invasion of Grenada. 
That brazenly imperialist occupation as well as the 
deaths of the 239 Marines in Lebanon and the massive 
anti-nuclear protests against Euromissiles — all taking 
place within a week's time — provoked this mass re
sponse by 20,000 marchers. 

At this pivotal moment, the Nov. 12 Coalition provided a 
fitting form for the day's activities by singling out for 
protest the agencies of Reagan's reactionary Administra
tion. There were three initial rallies at three sites. At the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, Haitian and 
Central American freedom fighters and refugees spoke 
about human rights abuses at 
the hands of their rulers, who 
are supported by the Reagan 
Administration. The rally at the 
State Department protested the 
interventionist policies of the 
U.S. and the intensification of 
the arms race. And there was a 
rally at the Department of 
Health and Human Services, to 
show the relationship between Reagan's war at home as 
well as on other peoples. 

Feeder marches from each of the rallies poured into a 
single massive march past the White House and down 
onto the Ellipse. As we walked, one woman told me that 
this march was more unified than the one on March 27, 
1981, the first massive protest against intervention into 
Central America. Indeed, the form of the march encom
passed a new, broader totality of the movement. 

Many of the people who participated had already been 
at local demonstrations protesting the invasion of Grena
da. There was no doubt that both this Nov. 12 protest, and 
the ones that occurred in the days before it over Grenada, 
reflected a sensitivity to the rapidly developing changes 
in the objective situation around the globe. 

Yet the speakers on Nov. 12 did not seem to catch the 
newness of this situation. One had the feeling that the 
protest was seen by many organizers as merely a tool to 
change from a Republican Administration to a Democra
tic one. Thus, there were reformist speakers who ended 
up putting forth electoral strategies. In contrast I felt that 
the protesters came precisely because they refuse to wait 
for or be limited by electoral change. Otherwise it may be 
too late. 

Thus, I talked to many people active in anti-nuclear 
organizations who have now joined the resistance to Rea
gan's conventional wars going on now. "El Salvador is 
Spanish for Vietnam," besides an often repeated slogan 
seen on buttons and banners on Nov. 12, was as well a 
theme in discussions I had with a number of radicals 
from the '60s who were now returning to activism in face 
of Reagan's quick-step rush' into militarization and war. 
Most prominent in this regard was the presence of mem
bers of Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW) 
whose ranks had shrunk after 1975 and the liberation of 
Vietnam but who were present in growing numbers. One 
group of VVAW members carried a banner and was ac
companied by young children who chanted, marine drill-

Strike at Art Steel 
Bronx, N.Y. — Art Steel workers went out on strike on 

Nov. 7 when the old contract ended. We didn't expect a 
strike ourselves, but the company forced us to it. One of 
the causes was their not paying 50% of our 1982 vacation 
and on top of this, these slavedrivers for over 60 years 
wanted to take away the few benefits we have won over 
these years of sacrifices, strikes and arguments. 

They wanted to cut our sick days, holidays and nearly 
half our medical benefits. They offered to pay off the 1982 
vacation by making us take one day off a month, knowing 
full well that each and every worker had said that vaca
tion was not negotiable, was untouchable. And they we
ren't even going to pay that vacation at all to those on 
temporary lay-off. 

One of the tactics the company has used is these lay
offs and callbacks of workers. And the most abusive part 
is the clause in the contract that a worker loses all recall 
rights after one year of lay-off. For example workers with 
12 years seniority have now lost that right — only workers 
with 18 years seniority are working. 

But as we can see, the workers are united to the end. 
The proof is that we are out in the street protesting the 
abuses and arbitrariness with which the Art Steer- com
pany would treat workers with 20» 30 and 40 years on the 
job, trying to take away the benefits we won over those 
years through our sweat, sacrifice and blood. We will 
remain united to the final consequences. Let only one 

! -thing be.heard: jrair.rights. Na.'<tecgBt contract, np^work. 
— Art Steel workers 

style: "If I had a low IQ, I'd be in the White House, too." 
What I sensed in Washington was not only the presence 

of some of the activists of a decade ago who have return
ed because of Reagan's militarized words and deeds, but 
a willingness to link opposition to the U.S. policies at 
home as well as abroad, a search to find ways of forging 
a unity of a number of movements. One marcher said, "I 
don't want to live in a fascist country. At home there is 
democracy only for the white upper class, and abroad we 
do what we want to other countries without regard to 
what they want." 

Another woman marcher who had participated in a 
sit-in at a war research lab at the University of Michigan 
(see story, this page) noted: "So much emphasis on nu
clear weapons, it takes away money for human services. 
I don't know where to draw the line." 

It is precisely that kind of 'not drawing the line' that 
can lead to a genuine opposition to militarism at home 
and abroad, that can lead to openings for unifying support 
for Central American and Caribbean revolution 
unseparated from the necessary social transformation 
needed here at home. 

Nov. 12 protest of 4,000 in Los Angeles. 

. , Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, Cal. — More than 4,000 determined people 

came out on Nov. 12 to march against the escalating 
insanity of Reagan's America. The crowd was diverse and 
included large numbers of Central Americans, Blacks 
carrying signs reading "Afro-Americans Oppose the In
vasion of Grenada," a contingent of striking garment 
workers, and young white anti-nuclear activists. Some 
demonstrators had come from other states, including Ari
zona, New Mexico and Utah. For many people, it was the 
first demonstration they had ever attended. 

Starting at Shatto Park and moving down Wilshife 
Boulevard for more than a mile, we made our way to 
MacArthur Park where others joined lis for an exuberant 
rally sponsored by the Nov. 12 Coalition, a group of 100 
peace, civil rights, labor, political, and religious organiza
tions. 

All this took place under a constant drizzle, but nothing 
could dampen the protesters' spirits as they shouted slo
gans and waved signs and symbols which expressed their 
feelings including a 15-foot-high effigy of that ex-host of 
Death Valley Days clutching a fistful of war bucks. 

Police on horseback and armed with long clubs accom
panied the stream of marchers, channeling them into one 
lane of the busy street. At one point, the procession pas
sed a graphic display of what the Reagan Administration 
is defending in Central America. Several members of a 
guerrilla theatre group were huddled together at the edge 
of the sidewalk. A nun knelt and prayed over the blood
stained corpses of campesinos while soldiers moved from 
one to the other kicking or battering the bodies with their 
rifle butts. All the while, the steady drone of helicopters 
and strafing blasted out at the crowd from a nearby tape 
recorder. None of this seemed to register on the impas
sive faces of the cops on horseback as they trotted on 
past, nor did the constant cries of "Off your horses and 
join the people," have any effect. 

At the rally, reggae music was interspersed among a 
variety of speakers all condemning Reagan's actions on a 
number of fronts, from nuclear escalation, to continued 
intervention not only in Central America and the Carib
bean but a number of areas around the globe as well, to 
continued retrogressionism against labor and minorities 
at home. All of this was echoed in the cries of the crowd 
who constantly called for "bread not bombs," "jobs, not 
juggernaughts," "freedom not firestorms." 

— Participant, News and Letters Committees 
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Ann Arbor blockade 
shuts down radiation lab 

Ann Arbor, Mich. — We left the radiation lab of the 
University of Michigan School of Engineering shouting, 
"We shut it down! We shut it down!" after sitting in for 
48 hours. The purpose of the sit-in was to stop nuclear 
research during the time we were there. We succeeded. 

Twenty-seven of us started the blockade, which was 
organized by the Progressive Student Network, on Mon
day, Nov. 7. We chose the radiation lab because the re
search done there contributes directly to the arms race. 
Professor Thomas B.A. Senior is researching techniques 
for shielding against the effects of EMP (electromagnetic 
pulses) which is a surge of energy after a nuclear detona
tion which burns out solid state circuitry and conse
quently all our communication systems. Professor Senior 
is outspoken in support of military research. 

While we were inside on Tuesday night, there was a 
rally outside in which 300 supporters of the sit-in held a 
candlelight march from the house of university president 
Harold Shapiro to the east engineering building where the 
blockade was taking place. 

Earlier, on Monday, we began the sit-in by gathering at 
noon at East Quad and marching two blocks to the lab. It 
was locked and people were working inside. We stayed 
out of sight, sending two people to knock on the door to 
the lab and then 27 of us poured in. 

We sat down in front of the main doors, packed six 
deep. We tied the two back doors shut and stationed one 
or two people at each. Graduate students and security 
guards literally had to step on us to enter the lab. At 5 
p.m., Monday, Senior sent in two security guards to re
lieve graduate students who had been sent to guard the 
lab equipment and keep an eye on us. 

How can shutting down a research lab be so important? 
I feel the way to start disarming is by protesting or clos
ing down something close at hand. At the same time, I 
wonder if some of the activists say that with the intent of 
changing capitalism, and not just Reaganism. When they 
say they want a "peaceful world" it seems to me that 
they often limit that to dismantling the Pentagon. I'm not 
so sure that they want to dismantle the government. 

Last year when opposition to military research at U of 
M was being talked about, the emphasis was on trying to 
work within the system to negotiate and bargain for 
guidelines on non-classified military research. The Board 
of Regents voted the guidelines down in June when there 
weren't any students around the protest. This year direct 
action is being taken. 

Although the 27 of us were focusing on a particular 
action, each of us realized that it would take global con
sciousness to achieve change. The invasion of Grenada, 
which happened a few days before, was a concrete turn
ing point. It made people open their eyes to the actions of 
our government. If the movement isn't going to be divid
ed again like in the '60s, we need to continue conscious
ness-raising actions. — Sit-in protester 

r Youth in Revolt 
South Korean dictator Chun Doo Hwan's detention of 

dozens of dissidents didn't stop students at three campus
es in Seoul from protesting, Nov. 11 and 12, against Rea
gan's visit there, and 400 students from rallying the next 
day. Ten days earlier, more than 1,000 students in Seoul 
chanted "Down with fascist President Chun!," threw 
stones at riot police, and passed out leaflets demanding 
Reagan cancel his visit. Students also demonstrated in 
Japan before and during Reagan's visit there. 

* * * . 

"Murderers, murderers!" was the cry of thousands of 
young people who surrounded the U.S. embassy in Mexico 
City Nov. 8, referring to U.S. actions with regard to Gre
nada, Nicaragua, and El Salvador. 

The White House has angrily warned Stanford Univer
sity that it may not get the Ronald Reagan presidential 
papers. After a campaign by Stanford students and fa
culty, the university had backed out on turning control of 
the proposed Reagan Center for Public Affairs over to the 
ultra-conservative Hoover institute. 

"I feel like an occupier in a foreign country. My hope is 
that more and more soldiers will refuse to serve in Leba
non and that they will put more pressure ort the govern
ment to pull out entirely." These words shocked Israeli 
Prime Minister Shamir and his "Defense" Minister when 
an Israeli soldier told them this and compared them to 
the Nazis in Europe and the Russians in Afghanistan. 
About 100 soldiers have been convicted of refusing tc 
serve in Lebanon, and many more have been excused 
from duty. 

* * * 
Johanna Lourens and Carl Niehaus. two white South-

Africans, both 23, were sentenced to prison terms in 
Johannesburg, for aiding the African National Congress, 
a Black guerrilla movement, seeking to overthrow tht 
white government. v--•-;. » . ' . / . • -.-,.. 
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OUR LIFE AND TINES 
by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes 

A new stage in the battle against ruling Social Credit 
(Socred) Party anti-worker, anti-human needs, "re
straint" programs began Nov. 1, when 45,000 members of 
the British Columbia Government Employees Union 
(BCGEU) walked out on strike. The strike was precipi
tated by the refusal of Bill Bennett, head of Socred and 
ideological twin of Reagan and Thatcher, to retract Bill 3, 
the Public Sector Restraint Act. Under this bill, the gov
ernment took control over determining dismissals of 
public employees, thus eliminating seniority. Bennett 
threatened to begin implementation by firing 1,600 work
ers, Oct. 31. 

The movement opposed to Socred's policies has swelled 
since it first appeared in one of the largest demonstrations 
in BC history", held in Victoria, July 27. Tens of thousands 
came to protest the legislation Socred had introduced: a 
series of bills attacking labor, including Bill 3, along with 
cuts in social programs such as the practical elimination 
of the Human Rights Commission. After the July de
monstration, a coalition of trade unions, called Operation 
Solidarity, was formed. 

What is new in the BC Solidarity movement is the wide ̂  
participation and support of many community organiza
tions, which formea their own coalition after a second 
mass demonstration in Vancouver in August. They repre
sent such diverse groups as tenants rights, the disabled, 
anti-poverty, anti-war, Women Against the Budget, Unit
ed Native Nations, Chinese-Canadians for Human Rights, 
consumers, environmentalists, religious minorities, and 
many others. Established churches have also seriously 
participated. All have come together on an anti-Socred 

Workers strike in British Columbia 

Government employees strike in British Columbia. 
basis, and along with labor, the Solidarity coalition repre
sents close to one million people. 

On Oct. 15, a third mass protest of 50,000 was held in 
Vancouver during the Socred party convention. Other ac
tions have included a one-day occupation of Bennett's of
fices on Sept. 16 by 80 protesters, and a series of "focus 

weeks" on specific issues, such as housing, so that 
member groups of Solidarity have the opportunity to pub
licize the effects of proposed legislation on the commun
ity. 

Members and supporters of Solidarity see the move
ment's impact due not only to its anti-Socred base, but 
also to its attempt to move beyond the narrow focus of 
just economic or labor issues, to social questions. Thus 
the discussions around education expenditure cuts, 
coupled with Socred ideologues' statements that education 
is a privilege and not a right, have meant a deeper look at 
what the quality of education means in BC. In the Solidar
ity coalition itself, the community groups have full right 
to take the floor and are members of the steering com
mittee. The coalition has begun to publish its own weekly 
paper, Solidarity Times. 

One Solidarity supporter observed, "When it comes to 
labor, Bennett is like Poland's Jaruzelski. He doesn't 
necessarily want to eliminate unions, he would just like 
them to be no trouble and do nothing." BC workers, how
ever, have a different future in mind. On Nov. 8, 28,000 
members of the BC Teachers Federation and 26,000 allied 
workers in the Canadian Public Employees Union joined 
the BCGEU workers on strike. 

* * * 
As we go to the press, a tentative agreement has been an

nounced, but the reaction from strikers has been very 
mixed. As the BC Teachers Federation vice president put 
it: "The strike has been suspended. It has not been called 
off." 

(Thanks to Lefty Morgan, Vancouver, for information 
included in mis article.) 

Bolivia 
Once again Bolivia's tin miners are on a revolutionary 

offensive. But this time their fire is directed not against a 
fascist military regime, but against the Left government 
of Hernan Siles Zuazo. The powerful national union feder
ation, led by Juan Lechin, has been demanding nationali
zation of all major industries under workers' control, 
indefinite postponement of the foreign debt to the interna
tional bankers, and rejection of "all compromise with 
petty-bourgeois reformism." In April, minors did not wait 
for the government, but simply took over and began ad
ministering the state mining company, Comibol. 

At the same time, the national Indian peasants' union — 
the majortiy of the population are Indian peasants — 
stated: "We fight for a definitive liberation and the con
struction of a multinational and multicultural society 
. . . We do not want to be limited either to the class strug
gle or to the ethnic one." Their July congress demanded 
that the national literacy campaign be conducted not in 
the government's Spanish language, but in the Indian 
languages of the majority, Quechua and Aymara. They 
have also occupied land and, at the same time, archeolog-
ical projects. They have thus simultaneously begun to 
enact indigenous control of their land and their culture. 

Despite efforts of the governing MIR, and the MNR and 
the Communist Party to infiltrate and control the Indian 
peasant congress — sometimes using physical threats — 
the radical, independent and Indian-oriented leadership 
of Gennaro Flores emerged from the congress with even 
greater support than before. 

Whether the workers' and peasants' organizations will 
move beyond resisting the Left government to actually 
taking power is an open question. It certainly has both the 
U.S. Ambassador and the Bolivian military 
worried, while the reformists charge that the masses 
are preparing the way for another military coup. 

mother. Scores of Filipinos have never believed Marcos' 
version, that Galman was Aquino's killer. Later in the 
day, 10,00fr demonstrators allied to organizations of 
lawyers, doctors and other professionals marched through 
the business district. One sign alluded to Marcos' health: 
"Your doctor's advice is, Please resign." 

In Brief. 

Poland 
Nov. li, the unofficial Polish independence day, served 

as the occasion for new demonstrations in Poland. More 
than 7,000 people marched in Warsaw, while in Gdansk 
groups of hundreds of youth chanted "No freedom without 
Solidarity." 

But it isn't only on the streets that the movement is 
alive. In a recent interview Adam Michnik, one of the 
founders of KOR and a leader in Solidarity now facing 
trial, summed up the "future scenario" for the move
ment: ". . . (It) isn't worth thinking about coming to an 
understanding with the present ruling group . . . One 
should not vest even the smallest hope in any of the dis
puting factions. . . (Our movement) should pay special 
attention to the situation in the Soviet Union. Upheavals 
are approaching there." 

Michnik, himself, uses the time in prison to read, to 
study. He could be speaking for the whole world when he 
said "We . . . face either democratization or progressive 
decay and possible war. We work for democracy and 
peace." 

The regime is so afraid of such ideas that they have 
forged documents to implicate Michnik in "an American 
plan to destabilize Poland." _ ' 

— Urszula Wislanka 

ARGENTINA — The resounding victory of the reformist Left 
candidate, Raul Alfonsin, was a stunning blow to both the 
government arid the Peronists. Of all major political fi
gures, Alfonsin has been the most critical of the Malvinas 
debacle, and the "disappearance" of the 20,000 under the 
fascist military. He has promised no amnesty for that 
crime against humanity. While Alfonsin's reformism can 
hardly solve the country's economic and political pro
blems, it creates a democratic opening where revolution
ary and protest movements can now organize openly. 

BRAZIL — With inflation running at 200%, unemployment 
rampant, and starvation at the door, the masses are 
demanding a cancellation of the huge International Mone
tary Fund debt, going on strike and rioting over food. On Oct. 
28, Sao Paolo subway riders burned two train stations in a 
protest against a totally defective transport system. Even 
the halls of Congress resounded with anger when the one 
Indian representative, elected by workers, Blacks, Indians 
and feminists from Sao Paolo, told a stunned and horrified 
room full of politicians: "To me, every minister is a thief." 

CYPRUS — Turkish-occupied northern Cyprus increased ten
sions between! Greece and Turkey, Nov. 15, by declaring its 
independence as the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
and naming Rauf Denktash as its president. Turkey first 
invaded northern Cyprus in 1974 ''to protect Turkish Cy-
priots" after the Cyprian president was ousted in a coup 
backed by the;Greek military. Approximately 120,000 of Cy
prus' 620,000 citizens are Turkish, while half a million are 
Greek. 

I Special Holiday Giving Otter | 

Philippines 
While the Philippine masses have not yet succeeded in 

ridding themselves of Marcos, they continue to force con
cessions from his regime. Workers have gone on strikes 
nationwide, demanding a raise in wages in face of de
valuation of the peso by 27%. On Nov. 7 they won an 
increase, from $2.45 to $2.88 a day minimum, wage. 

New expressions of opposition continue. A conference 
on dismantling U.S. military bases was convened Oct. 24 -
26 at the University of the Philippines. It was organized 
by the Anti-Base Coalition of the Philippines and drew 
participants from other Asian and Pacific countries, in
cluding U.S.-controlled Guam. The final day, participants 
marched on the U.S. Embassy to present demands for 
removing the bases, and calling for an end to nuclear 
arms. 

A new, Left organization, the Nationalist Alliance for 
Justice, Freedom and Democracy (NA), held its first 
meeting in Manila on Nov. 5, the largest political gather
ing since the September memorials for Benigno Aquino 
Jr. Among the 35,000 participants were union and student 
activists, representatives of tribal groups,.and university 
intellectuals. The NA organizers describe the new group 
as an alternative to the Communist Party of the Philip
pines and its National Democratic Front. 

Protests continue, sometimes several in a day. On Nov. 
11, a six-hour funeral procession for Rolando Galman was 
joined by thousands who combined government protests, 
memorials to Aquino, and sympathy for Galman's 
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