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OUR ﬂom NJ.Y
We ventufe 4o believe that there is o By GORDON HASKELL

mysiery about why the Panmunjom ne-

- “gotiations, for setiing up a Korean peace

corference, wtalled along and finally
broke dowm a3 U, 8. representative Dean
statked out in & huff. No doubt the Stal-
inist side waated to stall, but it is quite
clear that the reason why they wanted
to' .gtall is—Bymgman Rhee, the United

States’ contrieution to the "democratiza-
tion"” of Asim: -

The Sialimizts have been waiting for
_Fsnuary 27 ¢s coe around and for Rhee
1o carry owt his threat to move into an
 attack against Morth Korea, That was
the deadiine ‘which Rhee had set. And the
Stalinists conld mot wish for a more
beautifal setup-than that.

-Now, a Few dafs after Dean’s walkout,
Rhee has beem brought to shift ground
and pledge ne eegression until a peace
© eotiferenice hes mel for 90 days. But the
Staliylste heed not sbandon their dream
that Rhee %ol play their game. For as
thea N. Y. Times correapondent from
Seoul noted e® December 14, on any
given day « pleflge from Rhee is good for
sbout only B& wours. “Winning Korean
approval for & plan is hard enough, but
a Koream pledge, once given, is often un-
. expectedly withdrawn.” It all depends on
Rhee's “whm," ke writes,

“"Othurs In he South Noreas govern.
“ment, especiofly Foreign Minlster Pyun

Yurg Toi, bove been even more difficuit.
Mr. Pyow's idos of sofving the Korean
problem b % drop o hydrogen bhomb on
Moscow. M. Pyun has frequenty suggest-
©ed that course in conversclions with diplo-

umfs end reporters.”

"Asmﬂ FEDERATION

Washingtom has let it be known that it
would like to see the free nations of Asia
form a regional ailiance independent of
NATO, the West and the U, 8. Indepen-
dent? Well, the inspired press story
makes it clear what they mean. It seerns
that the Stats Department has looked
around for am Asian Jeader who can take
the initiative, pinice the Asians are too
nquicious to tolerate direct U, 8. leader-
ghip in the project. Who is there? Regret-
fully, Rhee and Chiang Kai-shek are
eounted out—the free Asians won't go
for them. Whe thén? Says C. L. Sulz-

" . berger in the Timnes.

. "“Bpecialiste atudying this problem
. have tentatively concluded that the best
if indeed not the only Asian politician
who might be able to accomplish the job
s —"

‘Webru- of India, do you think? A Buar-
mesa leader? Iodonesia? No, remember

. that'ﬁ"ashmcm wants somebody #nde-

. Y. .. is Raseon Magsayssy, new presi-
;dent of the Phiippine Repulbic,” gays
Soiberger—is, bead of the -ex-colony

" .whith is-st3B under the economic and

political shadow of the U. 8.
What remains of the wggeston Is Hs
destimonial K the power of Hhe Idea of a

" toly Independest Federation of Asic

wiich & not ® craacture of the Westers
waor ‘comp. Bub such o federation will not
be ted by Magsaysay, nor even by Mehru,
i is o foak for the growlng Aslan socialist
movemend,
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erspective:

Go It Alone with A-Bombs

The United States government is committing itselt
to atomie warfare as the type of warfare it plans to
conduct in the future. This iz the meaning of the pro-
gram its representatives are pushing at the present
meeting of the ministers of the North Atlant:c Treaty
Organization nations,

This is the significonce of the changes proposed in
the military budget which wiil be presented to the
coming session of the Congress. This commitment will
kave for-reaching consequences on the domestic
ecenomy of this couriry, on the relotions among the
peoples of the world, and perbaps on the fature of
our whole civilixation.

From the moment the world was informed of the
atom bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, it
was clear that a force had been set Joose which would
have a tremendous impact on the world in many ways.
As its firgt application was military, and as the im-
perialist drives of both American capitalism and Rus-
sian Stalinism endangered the peace of the world, it
was inevitable that men’s minds turned first to the
awesome military potentialities of atomic power.

There is an inevitable lag between the invention,
and even first applications, of any new weapon and its
adoption as the dominant tool around which military
tactics, organization and strategy are formed, It has
taken the generals and admirals who run the armed
forees of this country eight years of testing, of devel-

olice-State _
is Presented

By B. H.

For fifteen years the legal position of American unions has been
steadily deteriorating even while its power and influence has scared to
an all-time high. Throughout this period labor rights have been slowly
but steadily undermined in an accumulation of minor decisions of gov-

ernment agencies and state and local laws,

Every now and then, unions are hit by a powerful blast on a nation-

wide scale. Such, for example, was the

ill

oping hew weapons, and of rethinking the experiences
of the last war in the light of the atomic polential to
accept the idea that this is the weapon of the future.

And even now, it has been the civilian poljtical
authorities, pushed by economic and political consid-
erations as much as by purely military ones, who have
decided Yo place thelr bets most heavily on the alom bomb,
while reducing thelr dependonece on convertionol ermaments.

Two aspects of this administration’s policies demonstrate
that the decision has been made.

Oue is the decision to stabilize the NATO forces at about
their present size (except for the hepe of twelve more West
German divisions).

‘The other is the plan to reduce the manpower of the Ameris
can army and navy over the next few years, while steadily
increasing that of the air foree. . N

THE A-BOME ORIENTATION S |

The first policy Is based on at least three mojor considerations?

{1} The cost of increasing the ground forces availfable in
Eyrope aver the present 56 combat divisions is prohibitive,
For some of the poorer countries, even to maintain them at
present levels without constant American aid js 2 back-break-
ing burden. Congress is in no moed to increase appropriations
for this purpose, specially if France and other countries con-

‘tinue to drag their feel on the creation of 2 West German

army as part of the Eurcpean Defense Community.

{2) An attack by Russia on Western Europe is not an
immediate threat. Thus the capitalist nations must prepare
themselves for a long-term maintenanee of powerful military
forces. But it is economically and politically out of the gues«
tion for them to keep incrdasing these forces year by year,
except in the sense of training large numbers of reservists, As
leng as things yemain about as they are, the Americans ave

{Turn to last page)

\gainst Labor
ngress

proposes the extension of these practices
in a most hideous form.

it would turn over dhe tosk of policing
onions to the Sabversive Activities Control”
Boord, which would have the anthority to
order the NLRE %to ceose recognition -of
vnions undar cenditions which are cimos$
unprecedented.

Its main provision, a classical example
of police-mind ambiguity, reads as fol-

Smith Connally Act which hemmed in the
right to strike during the war, and the
Taft-Hartley Lew with its injunction
provisions in the post-war period.

A rew attack s in preparation, the But-
ler il aow being comldered in public
heorings befere a subcommittes of Sen
ctor Jenmer's Intersal Security Commit-
tee. H is uadoubtedly the mort ovtrugeous.
fy anti-union measure yet devised for Cen-
gress,

Random examples of a ceaseless ero-
sion of the unions’ position before the
law crop up in ordirary week-to-week
routine, Recent strikes on Louisianz su-
gar plantations and in aireraft plants in
Columbus and Los Angeles show how
readily the injunction ax falls.

Last week, the Supreme Court ruled
that employers were legslly entitled to
discharge "disloyal" strikers - disloyal,

S a5

- b FRcE.

that is, not to their country but to their
tosses. Thusg, the discharge of AFL elec-
trieal workers who passed out handbills
disparaging the guality of the programs
of the radio stations which empioyed
them was apheld.

A few weeks ago, the National Labor
Relations Board ruled that unions would
be barred from utilizing the facilities of
the NLRB if any of their officials were
indicted for allegedly signing false Taft-
Hartley affidavits. Note here that unioms
are penalized not upon the eonviction of
their officials but merely upon the aceu-
galion. This method iz now official gov-
ernment practice,

The Taft-Hartley Law pensalizes un-

. iona whose officers are members of the

Communist .Party. The NLRB decision
extends the penslty to those who are

) aceused of membersh:p The Butler bill.

= e . L e .'1'1-_'.'_-\.!'..-__.-\.-\..

lows:

“Whenever it is charged that any ‘la-
bor organization’ . . . is substantially di-
rected dominated or controlied by any
individual or individuals (whether offi-
cers of such labor organization or not)
who are or ever have been a member or
members of the Communist Party or of.
any Communist-gzetion organization ov
Communist-front ovganization, or wbo
have congistently aided, supported, or in

any manner contr:bnted to or forthered -

the activities of such organization,” thén
the Subversive Activities Control Boaid
institntes hearings and “shall cause to be
served on the National Labor Relations
Board . , . an immediate suspension order
providing that such labor organization ;.
shall be ineligible to act as exclusiire
bargaining agent.” -
iTern_to lost pagel.
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DETROIT, Deec. 13—While the Umhd
Auto Workers (CIO) was holding its
mnemployment conference in Washmg;
ton, D. C. last week, the auto. companies
here were:preparing a special Christmas
present-for thousands of workers—layoff
notices.

The remarkable feature of {he totest
Jia?eﬁi 4s #hat the numbers involved were
deilberately distorted (in some cases the
figures were cot_in half} when the storles
appeared in the daily press.

Dodge, Chrysler, Nash, BStudebaker,
Ford, Plymouth, Hudson, and hundreds
of parts-supplier plants gave permanent
layoff notices to employecs, unlike previ-
ous cutbacks which were temporary. Of-
fice personnel was also reduced for the
first time in the post-war period. Result
was not only a shock; but three walkouts
by the press, in protest
againdt fhe disregard of service and se-
niority ‘in the ‘eutbacks,

In addition, model change-overs have
caused a big chunk of temperary layoffs
here.” - .

-As a rule, once a2 new yeans model
production -begins, there is plenty. of
overtime end steady work, as the cor-
porat:ons rush to filt the needs of the
Qﬂus season, every manufaciurer

tready producing 1954 wodels

jack his production to a new

.w}m ;ﬁ
Ylas et -

. Yhe speciolly disturbing foctor in the
sitimtion is ‘the teff-over 1953 models, of
whick over 560,000 ore expected to re.
anain -on deulers hoands in January 1954,
Even . the. profassionc! optimists oxn the
sales fo;ces are beginning to tolk obout a
hard comyetitive” year. The post-war
binge is over,

JUGGLED FIGURES

-The authoritative Automotive News
resents  ag its hope the statistic that
'&em are 17,000,000 pre-war cars- still
being used and thls is'a vast potential

- market in 19564, As if an individual who

has been .80 poor In the last five years
that he, hgfd on to his jalopy is now—in
a @mwﬁ ol increasing unemployment—
going t gble in the market for anything
buf, smothex- jalopy that may be a lltﬂe
megwer! .

“Even .fhe Michigan Unemployment
C&mm}ss}on states that it does not ex-
pect a resumption of volume kiring for
4he next few months, And, reflecting the
{atk of heavy orders from the auto in-
dustry as expected, the steel industry re.
poxrts a. slow January coming up.

he commission says that. there are
now 125,000 unemployed in Michigan, a
ﬁgum { hat is quite .questionable, for
what ‘the commission considers “unem-
‘ployed"” is something hot quite in mccord
with the facts of life.

The commission report also sfoted that

o S -~
YOU'RE INVITED

to speak your mind in the letter column

of Labor Action. Our policy is to publish

letters of general political interest, re-

gordless of wviews, Kesp them to 50O

waorde.
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etroit Press Falsifies Facts
yout Mounting

it expected an inerease of only 52000 n-
employed by January, Since the commis-
slon teport came out, over 15,000 auto
workers on the East Side of Detroit alone
have recelved permunenl' fayoff notices,
~elth fuﬁher cutbacks in_the AR, -

The Juggllnﬁ' of statistics to cover up
the mcreasmgly serious situation Hheie
takes various forms, and it was the rea-
gon why the UAW national confarence
challenged the Department of Ligbor; Hiz-

ures on unemployment, ~claiming they'

were one million too low, -

Some corporations do not report a man
“unemployed” as long as he remzuins on
the payroll, even if he iz out of worl,
In most cases this is a one-year period.
“Unemployed” to the Unemployment
Commission may mean one whose unem-
ployment compensation is exhausted, or
one whe is drawing unemployment com-
pensation, It fails to take ‘into “Heeount
the thousands who are. nof éoversed by
anemployment-compensation” rules, .or
‘the new labor force of High school -'g'fadu-

ates, or the influx from other-states. -

ECONOMIC YARDSTICK

In no case, in recent ‘monHu. has any
auto -company given an “hionest figare to
the newspopers on ‘the dmouni involved
in any layoff.

In ancther effort to minimize the un-

employment, the number-laid off -is con- --

trasted to total employmient ‘tn Michigan
‘at that moment, The .Mjchigan Unem-
ployment Comrmission, for. example, con-
trasts the figure of 125000 it calls
“unemployed” with the figure of 2,534,
000 still employed; and to ‘be sure that
doeg sound like a small propoxtion. But
a more acéurate economic yardstick is
furnished by-contrasting the 125,000 Tac-
tory - workerd unefaployed 4o fhe 1,000,5
000 factory workers -in Michigan. This
i5 a truer indication of the prowing

remploy

“depth of the crisis in ‘the_auto #ndustry,

on which the rest of chhigan depends,
and whose cutbacks will be reflected soon
in all other fields.

For those economists who feel that
capital-goods. expenditures—the 'classm

method of promoting capitalist progper- .

ity—are the hopé of the forthcoming
year, neither the stdel nor the .4utp in-
_dus‘cry furnish much groutds for opti-
migin, The aiito industry now has 2 plant
capacxty for a ¢ar production of 16,000,
000 in 1964, while Forfusne mupasine s
timgtes car sales of 400{}000 Beshdes
the auto industry owrs many plants that
asre completely idle because of war-work
cutbacks,

UAW CAMPAIGN

Bteel industry production will begin in

1954 around 80 per cent of capacity, with
little optimism that it is going to in-
erease very much. This is }raraly ‘an fh-
ducement for further plant expangion,
especially since l‘mportah‘b price cuts
have slready taken place in steel sales,
under the guise of paying freight
‘chdrges.

As a resulf of thesé developmenfs.
‘mojsr campailn for increasing -unemploy-
‘melit -benefits {s coming from the UAW In
1954, It will begln in Mlchugcm when the
state legislature convenes in January.

An-interesting little indication 'of how
seriously the situation is viewed by some

. politiclang came in_ the ansouncement

from Governor G. Mennen Williams® of-

-fice.that “Soapy” isn't going to attend

the Rose Bowl game and ceremonies. He
is staying home to work on state prob-
lems, There’ll be no pictures over TV of
Seapy having a good time in California,
while a tragic holiday season hits thou-
sands of Michigan homes. No wonder
‘Senator Ferguson is fearful of losing the

. race to Scapy Williams next year.

- Socialist Teachers -

Witchhunted out of
California College

Not only Stallmsts, suspected Staim-
ists, or people accused of being pro-Stal-
1mst, are being witchhunted out of thé
nation’s colleges on the wave of the
purge system. In one ‘California school,
two faculty members who are socinlists
and members of .the League for Indas~
tria] Demacracy have been kicked out,

. Abont-a year age on 0 group- wos
eshbﬂs&ed in Ordrge County: Collf., ord
row two of its membars have been dis:

ehurged from their poshs ds feachers I*

the Orangé Coast Coilege.

One iy Cornélius, Steelink, an mstmc-
tor in chemistry, ho had been acﬁve in
helping the LID establish a group in the
school, Steelink was told by the president
that he would ndt be granted tenure be-
eptte-he was 2 socialist dnd & pacifist.

He was then officially discharged ‘by
the Board of Trustees ¢with the official
ground bemg given as hig “total- person-
ality™) in spite of the fact that the othér
professors considered him a._competent
teacher and that he was very popula.r
with the students. .

The third developmenlz in the casewag

that Steelink was then bimcklisted i

other California colleges.

The second case is that of Cilt Sf.
John, professor of physies. Pro!‘esmf 55,
Johit wos éalied upon by Vhe Board of
Trustees to answer certaln queliions éon-
cerning his political affilfotion ‘and belieﬁ
&s requircd by a new state faw.

With the counsel of the American Civil
Liberties Union, .he decided tp test the -
law, and consequently refused to answer
the questions on the ground that they
viplated teachers’ tenure and the consti-
tutional right of freedom of political
opinion. He was summarily dismissed.

Funds are now being raised to appeal
the case in an effort to get a decision on
the constitutionality of .the law.

These are two cases involving victims
with rather right-wing -socialistie opin-
ions. . o

Britain continues its strong-arm policy

of reépression in British-Guiana, Having
ousted the legal native gevernment by

force  and violende, it.is now. seeking .

every pretext to afrest the leaders of the

' deposed Teoples Progre\:.swe Party. It is,

in other words, pursuing a policy which
5 doing ds much as it can to sirengthen
popular sympathy especially for the Stal-
inist elements in the PPP whom it per-
secutes,

That can be the -only effect of Hs last
move, the arrest of Mrs. June'} Jagon,
wife of the prime minister who was kicked
out of offiece by British boyonzts and
warships, who is generally believed fo be
the leading pro-Stalinist in the PPP i no?
jndead the only hord-shefl Stalinist in $he
whole movement,

Mrs. Jagan was arresbed along with
9 other party members, for vmlatmg the
“emergency” regwlation prohibiting the
agsgembly of more than five persons with-
out police permission. She was, address-
ing an open, public meeting at a village
15 miles down-the coast from the capital.
Five other PPP parliamentary deputies
have been arrested since the imperialist

by
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and fts Quishngs in Guiana

troops took over the colony.

This policy in British Guiana is of a
piece- with current Tory tactics in Af-
rica, where British imperialism has be-
_come almost as crude and brutal in its
methodg as in the “good old days” hefore
i{ pretended to reforin.

LIGHT ON MCA

Frem England also comes a piece of
information te add to the mosaic of
knowledge about the real state of affairs
in Goiana, In Kig column in the Bevanite
Tribune, Ian Mikarde ndtes that the
leadership of the British Labor Pa‘rty
and Trades Union Congress have given
the cold shoiulder to the PPP’s represent-
atives in England (Jagan and Burn-
ham) on the ground that Iabor should
support the old Manpower Gitigens As-
sociation in' Guiana, not the PPP nion.

Mikardo sheds some light on the char-
acter of this organization:

“What, fhem, is the truth about the

- Manpower Cifizéns Association? | have

before me as | write o journaf called The
‘Labor Advocate, which describes itself as
the 'ofﬁciul organ of the Manpower Clti-
zens' Association.,” [t Is the lssue dated

- Sunday, QOctober 18, 1953 and It is the

fifst number pablished after ‘Hhe suspens
sion of the constitution of British Guiana,

“The 'main article in this paper is a
stzarghtforward defense of two things—
of capltallsm in ‘general "and of colonial
employérs in- particular,

“Nowliere in the paper ia ‘there any
reference to the low wages and unspeak-
able living conditions of the workers of
British Guiana. To read it you would be-
lieve that the members of the Manpower
.Citizens Association enjoy high wages
and ideal conditions provided by the
most generous and beneficent employers
one could imagine,

"GOOSE-CLUB"

“Capitalism is described as ‘a dynamie
expanding system,” and as a ‘bold and
imaginative society. The article pays a
series of warm tributes to the employers.
It even givés thém credit for the abeli-
tion of-slavery (which in fact they fierce-
ly opposed), establishing Industrial safe-
‘ty (which in fact'they haven’t cared tawo-

. pence about), and for ‘nearly abolishing’

wdiien and child labor {which in fact
they have' struggled ‘to” reétain )

“But the “irost "hteresﬁng fﬁab\)re of

i ]

the offieial urgan of the Manpower CItJ~
zens' Association is not its editorial mat-
ter but its advertisements.

-"In #his trade.onion jourasl fhero are-

146 column-Inches of text and 94 column- .

inches of employers' odveriisements. The
back page contains o fail-page ocdvertisd.
ment for—guest who? You've got H—
Bookers [the higgest expleiticg corporas
Hon in the colony—EdY. 1%s pretiy obvi-
ous where the money comes ‘frorn to &eep
this wrilom journa! going.

“What would an A.E.U. meniber thmk
if he received his umion .journal owe
morning and found 40 -per cent of it
taken up by advertisenténts of membérs
of “the Engineering and AHied Employ-
erg' Natloual Federation?

“Yet it i3 this Manpower Citizens’ Ag-
sociation, this obiveus goose-club {com-
pany union], which British trade-upion-
ists are being told by their- leaders to
support.”

Note that during the holi- .
day season, the forums will -
toke place on WEDNESDAY

EVENING, inst.ead of the -

wsual Thu’rsdwy

WED., DECEMBER 23 1
Al Findley on “The Print- |

Strike.”

WED., DECEMBER 30
Subject to be anncunced.

With the nmew yegr we resume .
our usual Thursday evening sched-
ule. On Jonuagry 7, Buth Reynolds .
will speak on “The Struggle for
Independence in Puerto Rigo)”  --

L : - o
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"By A. GIACOMETTI
PARIS, December 12 — Through-

out the last month, the political

scene has heen dominated by the
inconclusive debate on EDU and by
"the Iatest installment. of the gov-

~ernment’s balancing act. This is -
. not the place to go inte details on a-sub-
" jeet which every careful reader of the

- . gtaily press knows. Let us underline, how-

ever,; the widespread opposition to BDC,

-and to the “Atlantic” policy tied up with
i, that the debate revealed,
The French Secialls? Party Hself, asually

- e staunch. defender of pre-American poll-

cles, is spllt wide open on the issue. This

- appositien reflects a growing left wing In

‘the SP which, In a confused way, repre-

- sents genuine aspirotions of the French

. people aad may evolve info some sort of
"Freneﬁ Bwunlsm.

A by—product of the EDC issue is the
- mew turn jn the Staliinst line, which
"ampunts-to organizing a “‘united front”
with the Ganlbiats against EDC. This line
was publicly announced at the recent CP
Eentral Committee meeting, in which
“Bueclos' repert ealled for.an “asgembly of
all Frenchmen, whoever they may be,
-and I repeat, whoever they may be”
agamst EDC,

At the same meeting, Thorez also
“cplled -for an  “assembly of all good
- Fienchmen.” As if this weren't enoigh,
"“Thorez gave an- interview to the Stalin-

" oid ‘weekly L’-Obaervateur in which -he

- explained-thét the diference between the
" Popular Front of 1536 and the “National
 ¥ront” of 1958 lies-precisely in their dif-
fering socizl content. So Claude Bourdet,
editor of I’Observatenr, writes with
alarm: “If this party is geing to take
the enormious step of collaborating with
the extreme right which causes, as it well

* knows; sitrprise and confusion in popular

gireles, it will have to make very soon
«6qual sacrifices on-its left.”

CP- DeGauIIe AII|ance ?...Teachers’ Stﬂke - The Workéf Pﬁests

Cuts in the budget would also be dis-
astrous. Evén now the classrooms are
overcrowded, there are not enough
achools and; above all, there are.not
eriough teachers; Besn:les, since the law
that established state support for- relig-
ious schools went into effect, cutting the
budget of public education- has become a
way of favoring religious scliools.

The strike ‘was conspicuously successful.
Throwghout: France, it was followed by $0
per cent of the teachers. The- universities
did not participate but expressed their
solidarify with the $eachers’ demands.

What made this success possible was
not only the determination and discipline
of the teachers, but also the fact that
they enjoyed extensive popular support.
The stodents' unions expressed their soli-
darity and protested against the budget
cuts affecting public edueation. The par-
ents supported the strike by keeping

- their children at home. Parents commit-

tees were formed to support the teachers
and to demand better educa.tmna] faetli-
ties,
In brief, it can be said that the strike
had the support of the people as a whole,
and thereby involved more than the de-
mands that were actually raised. It be-
came an éceasion fof expressing the per-

- sisterit and universal popular discontent.

Not very likéely ! The- Central Cooumit- |

tee shows no intentions of this kind, and
‘nothing iz ever left to chance in the
Freneh CP: Before the new turn was an-
. nounced to the bewildered rank and file,
a purge had been carried out against all
“likely oppoments of the new pelicy. Iis
pretext was to elinginate from posts of
vesponsibilty those whe had failed .to

~thé August strikes. A very thin pretext,

give a good aceount of themselves doring
-~ if one romembers the role of the CGT at
the time.

Blunfly puf; B meant offering the follow.

ing deal fo the government: we tuke it on

surseives o guareniee social peaze if, in-

exchange, you. keep cut of EDC and adopt

g “neutdalist’. course. The deol did no?

‘come off, bot fhe policy confinues, and the
‘purge was direcled ogainst those miil-

_$ants wha ore Likely to belleve that the

CPs first duly is fo the French working
class, no¥ to Rbssian foreign policy.
The turn.to the right that was started

"aftsr the elimination of Marty and” Til-

lox has thus been éompleted. Once more
‘the legitimate interssts of the Frerich
_working class-Have been sacrificed to the
“néeds of Russian foreign policy, causing
“anrprise and confusion’™ jn ‘the ranks.
'thy this exgemence coniribate to the
‘Fise of a clearer 'and more independent
mnsclousnes,.
[ J

‘TEACHERS® STRIKE

On -the socicl scere, the 24-hour tagch-
~ers steike- of November ¥ was o significant
-event. It wos called by the Fédération de
VEducation Natonole, an autenomous wns
“foh., oid followed:hy the deochers’ unions
‘of‘all tendencies: sociallst, S!nhmsi'. Cuth-

: oHc.

.The issues of the strike were varied:
‘o snpport a 'demiand for a 10 per cent
\wage ifieredise and to protest apainst the
_ downgrading of teachers’ jobs; to protest
“&gainst a threatened cut in the budget of
“thHe public education system; to enforce

‘the independence of the schools from

governineit authority. This latter issue
‘Hag arisen beeause the government has

-proposed. a: decree which. would place the

‘geHools under the conirol of the local
government: authorities, thereby promot-

“ing pelitical ¢emtrel over the school sys-

-Academic-freedom issues have unfor-
t‘u,nataly arisem; aiready: only reecently,
Aor.instance; g Stalinist, was refused ad-
Jissiony info: - g. civiliservice -training
,Sehool; on't¥e: grounds of; being a Stalin-
ast:

In the face of this movenient, Laniel had
his characteristic reaction: he banged kis
fis} on the doble, then went to hide uader
i

. Pirst the representatives of the. gov-
ern.ment, Laniel, Faure and Teitgen, re-
fused- to see the teachers' delemation,
Then the government:presented a tonta-
tive budget to the Assembly in which all
the cuts had been maintained, as if there
never had been a strike or a protest.
Then the Assembly rejected the project
and- made the government propose an-
other one, which will have to take into
aceount the teachers’ demands,

The teachers themselves are deter-
mined to fight vntil their demands are
fally met.

L 4

FARM UNIONS

The agricultural _strikes in October
‘b,reught the crisis in the French farmers’
unions to a head. As I pointed out at
the time, the farmers' unions in France
ale divided among those which represent
the small farmers and those which, rep-
resent big landowners. The former are
organized in several small- unions feder-
ated in the socialist-led CGA. The.latter
aré represented by the leadership. of the
FNBEA, ranging from conservative to
reactxonary political tendencies. Theo-
retically the FNSEA is part- of the
CGA; practically, theze are irreconcii-

able dxﬂ'erences, and the two organiza-
tions were actually-rivals.

-These “latent contradictions eame out
into. the open, ditring the strikes. The
landewners ahd: - - capitalists of the
FNBEA- Ieadersth were actually hostile
to-the strikés-directed against. their gov-
ernment, hut conld: not afford to oppose
them openly. Instead, they attempted to
break them, whioh croated a great desl
of tesenfinent among the small farmers
whe had serions prievances and did not
want them minimized. This rezentment
took the . form of oppesition, protests,
motiong of censure, ete. Thus, the Puy-
du-Déme fedération of the CGA (central
France) recently officially condemued the
indifference of the FNSEA to the needs
of thé small farmers, before and after
the strike, - - .

Faced- with this siteation, the FNSEA
leadership decided to split, which they
did by proclmml'ng thot the CGA has
ceased to exist and: that fhey ore hence-
forth e only ‘legitimdte representatives
of-the French farmers.

This only méans that a state of aﬁ'alrs
existing in practice for & while now has
been o?ﬁclally recogmzed There are go-
ing to -be- two- unions in the field now,
wh1ch is. not necessanly bad, since it
clarifies the real issues: Eventoally the
FNSEA’is likely to lose itg meimbers to
the CGA, until the agricultural capital-
ists are”left all’ by themselves in their
snug-little- emplofers® association.

In the meantime, however, the CGA
faces a stif struggle: the' FNSEA has
the initiative] is better organized and as
yet strond'm 11'3 Tiimbers,

. .,,
WORKER-PRIESTS RETREAT

Under. presiure from the Spaalsh, Halian
and German hierarchy, the Vatican- hos at

. last taken o clear positon on thé worker-

priesfs’. movement,

Thres French ¢ardinals went to Rome,
had. a diffieult time convineing the pope
not to break up the movement altogether,

and came back with fhie following direc-

tives# fromi no%w on the worker- -priests
will be-chosen. exclusively by their bish-
ops, instead .of. by .their own decmswn,
they can no longer woxk full-time in, the
factories, as- ‘they have in the past; they
no longer cair adeepk official functions in
the trade unions; finally, they can no
longer livé by .themselves but have to
live in groups.

This means that ‘the movement has
been’ paralyzed for practical purposes,

What ‘made it effective was precizely
the full -identification of -the warkez-
priests with the working class and their
complete comm:;mex;t to its cause. In
this stage; worker—griests rose to posi-

Workers Resttve BLP Line

By ALLAN vmeum '

LONDON, Dec: 9—Not least important
in last weel's news was the 24-hour

‘strike” on . Wednesday, December "2; by

the- Confederation of Engineering and
Shipbuilding Unions, Much to the dis-
appointment of theé employers, of Arthur
Deakin ‘of the Tramsport and General

Workers, and of Williamson of the Gen- .

eral and Municipal Workers, between 85
and 90 per cent of the Confederation's
2 million and more members came out on
strike.

This was the greatest strike since 1928,
and as such s o mojor event in Britain's
industrial relations. - -

Affiliated to the Confederation are not
only the unions which are partly or whol-
ly led by pro-Stalinists,” like the ETU
and the Constructional - Engineermg
Union, but also right-wing trade unions
like the Transport Workers and the Mu-
nicipal Workers, Both of the latter two
“general” unions have an engineering
seetion which is affiliated to the Confed-
eration, .

For instance the TGWU has an engi-
neering section with no less than a quar-
tér million members, It- has organized
mainly in the semi-skilled trades; and
with_its small dues (a8 compared with

the Amalgamated Engineering Union) -it’
has been able to-establish a. very strong.
-basis. among: certain . types. of engineers.-

-The -fact that desplte-the union lesdér

- ship’s open: or concealed: subotage of the

24- hour sf.r:ke, such a massive percent-
age of ‘workers {rom even the “general"
unions came out shows how powerful is
the solidarity of the working class in de-
fense of its elaim for a 15 per cent rise.

_The Amulgemqfed Engineering Union-
the largest union” In the “Confederation—
has, row cote out in. faver of a. ban on

‘both overtime work and piecework. The

Confederation is to discwss this new move
at a meeting in York next week,

However, this move i& not likely to re-
ceive as much support ag the token 24-
hour strike. A ban on overtime, perhaps:
but & ban on piecewerk wounld reduce
carnings by-as much as 5 pounds in some
cases. ©. | .

All in all, the engmeers moves are by
no means assured and” firm: Thero is
hesitancy and a general probing forward,
rather than a clear-eut forward march.
This is due, not only to the conflicting
leadershms within' the unions, but also
to the different wage rates in the differ-
ent trades covered by the term engineer-
ing. ...

The fature oi the wage claim is there-
fore somewhat obscure, and we may per-
haps have to wait to se¢ how the other
wage clainis-‘that are being put forward
(by the. railway union, for example)

fare, before, we can get an over-all pic- .

ture of the s:tuatmn

WEAK FRONY - -

K

As far 4 the’ colonies are concerned;

| New Report by ACEU

- On- Poliey Refereadlm

LABOR ACTION recent,ly: qnoxed, the
story which appeared in I. F; Stoné's
Weelly to the effoct that the nches of
the American Civil Liberties. Uhion had
rejected the new ‘statemends ¢n: poliay
which the organization’s Natiosal Com-
mittee had prOposed——statemepfs wihich,
it was feared by many, Wwere’ désigned to -
‘water down the ACLU’§ stand‘ on‘. ‘the
witchhunt.

Noew the ACLU’s Southern Cahi'o:mfa
organ, Open Faorum, announces that‘ by
the reversal of a miinber oj “roten, the
new policy declarations have been car-
ried in the nationa} réfex‘endmn -

Writes Open Forum: “A dremature
announcement of the resuits of” the ref-
erendum made by the National fﬂ‘ce on
October 16 declatred that the ree new
policies had been rejected: b‘y t;he orgam—-
zation,

“Bubsequently, however; the vote was
reversed by the addition of fve ?\Iht,loha!
Committee members’ soppoit for 'the
measures and a reversal of the Chmago
affifiates’ vote. °

“The total wvote on the three po]icy
statements is as follows: To Ap DTOVe—
21,605; to dlsapprove—ls},ﬂ% abstam—
ihg—1,758.

“Becouse of the highly eoni-rove:shl
character of the policles and. the ciose
vote on them, the National Oﬂice has ap-
kounced #hat the sbatements will be Te-
drafted in a cleorer form befare lbey are
made pubilc in a finally opprmre_d version.”

The question of the final character of
the ACLU’s stand on some of these cru-
cial issuves, therefore, stift seeﬁns to be
hanging in the air. -

:

tions of leadership in the unionsg, Ted
strikes, were fired from their jobs, ‘were
arrested and ‘beaten up by the police,
took position against the Catholic CFPC
for being too reformist, joinsd the CGT,
won the confidence of large numbers of
workers.

When asked what side they would be
on if a conflict arose between the intér- -
ests of the working-class and' thosa of
the Church, they answered: that there
would be no such- conflict, that the
Church would adapt itself to revolution
and become itself revo!uhonar‘é'—vﬁtness
themselves and their movement, All th:a
is finished now.

Regardless of their feellngs or Inten=
Hons, the worker-priests will no-longer be
able to merge with the working cluss and
‘to create a “revoiutionary Cabhofichin®™
Although such a cowrse Is still’pdsaibie Tor
‘fay- Catholics, ‘the Ghurch Kas made very
clear that i¥ nelther wénds niar cam Become
revolutionary in any sense at olf, dnd:thad
It will continue to remain an obs‘l'atle- fb
the working-closs mevement;, =~ -

This only sharpehs the dilemma of owr
Cathotic comrades. They will find it~ in-
‘ereasingly diffieult to' solve within the
nRarrowing framework of Ca’tholic doc-
frine.

Still Flabhy

the sitvation is getting from bad to
worse. Oliver Lyltelton," the ‘colonisd
‘minister, appears to have stirred’ tip: ql‘
most every: one-of the ccﬂomes

" 14 must be regretfully ﬂdmiﬂed that the
_Lubor Purfys purllumeniury Fron! ﬁenqh
kas pub up o dismat opposition to. Lytel-
ton’s roughshod miéthods. Oniy fast” week
we had the spectacle of Jamés Gri{'ﬂhﬁ-—-—
on behaolf of the Parlmmen}ury ‘Labor
Party—withdrawing a vode of cénsire om
the govermment for its precipifous depor
sition of the kobake of Buganda, @

And this week, the Labor Party's case
apainst the suspensiom of- the- British
Guiana constitution was so weal so pate
ently- hypoeritical, that twe Laber MPs
abstained from voting with thelr party
against the government. ’

Only the landslide victory of the pro-
Egyptian National, Unipnists, in, the Sur
dan {described ruafully by the Congervar
tive Daily Telegraph: as another -“Aba-
dan,”) has been able to shake the oompla»
cency of the Colontal Office,

Within the Tory pariy, a %'roup of
right-wing “rebels”—who aré Hitterly ops
posed to any concessions to Eg¥pt—hag
been greatly strengthened by the
Sudan election results. It -tan only ba-
hoped--that they will' distyiriis the Tory -
government to the. greaf: a:ttvhntage 3
the Labor- Barty. -
- lTsm to fusf peqe! ;-

-




LABOR.

On On December 8 President Eisen-
hower ‘delivered a speech before the

United Nations on the supreme techno- -

jogieal problem of cur age, atomic en-

- Brgy.

-For many months now, in atd around

~government circles has raged the debate
over “Operation Candor.”” The guestion® |
‘has 'beenn whether the administrations

© - gliould speak freely to the American peo-
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pie about the crisis in atomic weapons
policy. With the announcement earlier
ifi the year of the Soviet Union’s posses-
sio nof the H-bemb {or its precursory it
was apparent that the United Btdtes no
fonger had overwhelming superiority in
the atomic weapons race, and a re-evalu-
ation of basic policy was necessary.
Many problems relative to offensive
and defensive atomic warfare have been
pressing for decision while Eisenhower
hag been doing his best to aveid them.
The basic problem is that increased sci-
eatific . research by beth the United
States and Russia has increased the de-
structive power of atomic weapons be-
yond human comprehenswn In 2 world
it which war in various stages has be-
come a way of life, suicide or mutfnal

_destiuction appears almost inevitable.

" It .becomes increosingly difficult for

. - egpitalism ta find a way of life which daes
--mot legd to the destruction of the very
: foundations of fts civilization, #agether

with o lass of Its priviieges and cuthority.

i R I
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i is almost impossible 4o hide the fact
#hat enly deep-reaching socief chonges,
tirough which wars are eliminoted, coan
save Western civilization,

"UNCERTAIN HOPES

Though capitalist survival through the
" atomic age appears impossible, the pres-
et ruling ¢lass hopes to continue a bit
longer in control of seciety. But what
meager choices and uncertain decisions
remain for them!

On the one hand, the present high pro-
duetion rate can be continued only by a
war gconomy, or, if-the interests of capi-
tal are disregarded, by increased bene-
fita for the masses of people. On the
other aide, & restriction of produetion,
2 re.adjusiment can lead to serious eco-
nomic decline, A conmtinuation of the
war economy with the demand for more
. and more powerfui weapons may get out
of hand and an atomic war start in

- whick capitalists will have their prop-

erty and themselves blown to bits.
Increased benefits for the people will
mean lower profits, more wages for the
workers, and above all more leisure and
security (a 30-hour week and 2 guaran-

-teed annual wage}, With such increased

leistire political consciousness on the part
of the workers is sure to follow with re-
sulting social changes which will remove
the threat of war and permit full techno-
logical advances in peace, but eliminate
the need for capitalists. Capitalist theo-

- yeticians appear to fear a readjustment,

2 depression least of all. But what social
erises will follow mass unemployment in
this land of plenty?

CONFESSION

" What then is "Operation Candor”? Sep-
posedly it would bring the people Inte the
goverpment's cenfidence and give them
the courage and leadership to find 4 way
to a beffer life Fhrough the atomle age,
But what under the circumstances ean it
‘be other thar on admission of the terrible
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 *“hoo much,”

fE:senhower s Aiom-?ool Plan and 'Operahon Ccmdor
"By CARL DARTON

mess which the reling greup hos brought’
spon sociely? Con the people be shrred

. to sappert the very class which Brings po- -

testial calamity on théir heods? The di--
emmg of copitalism Is haw not te bell
prepare the people for the
worse, but hold ocat some hope for the
future. )
Tt is still uncertain whether Eisen-
hower’s UN speech is the start of “Oper-
ation Candor” or whether it has died
a-borning. Only with great effort can the
newspapers build it up to a constructive
appeal, At this writing it is unknown
what will be the diplomatic answer of
the Russians.

Toward the end of making the people
conscions of their power, Eisenhower's
declaration that atomic weapons are now

twenty-five times more powerful than-

those first used, or that the H-bomb is
ag powerful as millions of tons of TNT,
is of little value. What can thiz mean to
a people whose conception of calamity. is
a tornade killing “only” scores of people
and leveling only a few acres? As to
candor, Eisehhower's speech- contihually
appealed to Russia for secret diplomacy,
for. “private conversations.”

BARGAINING POINT?

The offer of discussion of means of m‘ull-\

ing hssionable. muaterial aavilable from
the U. 5. stockpile for peaceful purpeses
-hos Been infated imto a great concesslon.

_Actudlly mest advanced notlens already

have such materials and knowledge, Such
seientific knowledge in a free world would
normalty flow unimpeded to alf interested
parties. Does Elsenhowsr mean Hhat such
scientific information will be o bargaining
instrument with the less developed coun-
tries, just-as “foreign ald” and arms have
been?

Internationally, Eisenhower's speech
offers little that is new, but rather the
continuation of high diplomacy and pow-
er politics. Domestically it will do little
to alter the pattern of secrecy and com-
fusion in atomic arms policy.

The poliey of seerecy in atomic energy
has been the epitome of anti-democracy
in America today, The facts relative to
"atomic energy and weapons have re-
mained in the hands of a small military
and bureaucratic minority in Waghing-
ton, and this makes impossible a discus-
sion of its consequences in a manner
approaching even “normal” democratic
standards.

SECRECY AND-APATHY

Such secrecy has reinforced the effects
of the “loyalfy” and security program
and has made the people jittery, sus-
picious, afraid, and ready bait for pri-
vate and public repression. Political
mechanisms normal to a nation at war
have replaced democratic means. It is the
atmogsphere in which a McCarthy can
thrive.

The American public hos reacted fo
otomic energy by mally ignoring the
question of s consequences. Secrecy ond
the technical noture of atomic erergy

bas resuited perhops in o feeling of-im-"*

potency ond incompetency to understand

or govern In suck matters, A lack of lead- --

ership, which capltalism is incapable of
providing, has produced general public
apathy.

After Eisenhower’s speech, "and de-
spite newspaper headlines, the apathy
stili remains. It is the pedple’s way of
torning against an impotent leadership,
It is the socialist’s duty to stir hope for
a new leadership, for the people to take
action toward a way out of the present
atomic impasse,

World History—Year by Year
The bound volumes of

LABOR ACTION

are an inveluable record of the so-
cial and political issues of our day,
and ¢ socialist education in them-
selves. Compleiely indexed from
1858 om.

1950-52.............. $3 per vol.

Bound volumes of LA are also
available back to, and including,
1942, at somewhat higher prices de-
pending on the year. Prices on re-
quest. A complete set of bound vel-
umes for the 11 years from 1842 to
1952 is available for $40.
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© s diffienlt to over-emphaszm Both - organizations hsave been -

SYL-YPSL MERGER PBOJECTED FOR WA&Y

symmﬁnmlm _ e
Nafionat Executive Commitfee, YPSL : i

Reeent developments in the thinking of-the YPSL have made ©b
there will be organle upity between the- YPSL and the Soemiist 'Tt
fore next sprmg

The YPSL Netional Exec.aﬂn Cmmﬂhe, meeting over the ﬁm mhl‘
hnwfmctty.:peﬂumakfporﬁwﬁhﬂmdiumlnhwﬂmﬁuﬂy
yeath unity, Primarily as & resuft of the change in immediate orgonlistionsd perigective
on the part of the YPSL NEC two malor decislons were reached: on lovmedinte national
referendum to rafify the NEC decision to call w sialty convention fur ¥5e weckend of
next February 28-22; and 1o sobmit o Hst of proposals to the Socinlis? Yeath Leagee
as the basls for such wnity.

The proposals in brief are ag follows:

(1) That a unity convention be called by both organizations fer February, both
organizations to be represented om the same basis.

—

Leaohe-

(2) That the resident committees of the two organizations work eat €2) a joint .

slate for the national committee based essentially on parity, to be submitied to the
convention; (b} a join! draft program; (¢) a joint consiitution,

(3) That the new youth organization not be affiliated to any adult orgamzatmn ¥

and that the question of such affliation be left open until the summer of 1955

© (4) That the new youth organization endorse LaBor AcTiem,. apd in retun
have a page in the paper under the editorship of the youth organmtfon, with a
YPSL editor.

These proposals have in general been accepted by the Soclakst ‘Fouth Lgagua‘

and the resident committees of the two erganizations are now mrlhng out the
details of the agreement.
The importance of organic unity of all Third Camp socialists in the youth field
> - affected By
apathy and witchhunting on the campus and the pooling of their mﬂﬁhla forces
.’ will make possible a healthy regrouping of the radical students en the wmpnsas.
While at first sight the forces available to the rew organizatién seem small, in the
context of the period we are operating in and compared to the other wolitical youth
or gamzatwns, the mew organization will be significant. It seems probable that the
gifferences in tradition of the two youth organizations will have lttle or no eﬂect
on the broad and extensive aveas of political agreement that do exish
it is to he hoped fha} the variows independent Third Comp mmﬁs’s that hove
been acHve in other erganizations and on sampases will foln with the nw urgaﬁizaﬂel
Close cooperation between the two revolutionary socialist yonﬁk organizations
and the revolutionary pacifists, the cooperation that wasy cemented at tbe recently
held Thitd Camp Conference as well as at the two Wew England -Swonmer Schools,
will of course continue. This cooperation becormes more specific now that the Peace-

‘;.ilaﬁ' -

makers have endorsed Anvil, the anti-war student magazine whose distriburtion forms

a major part of the efforts of the soeialists on the campus.
. [

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING TO THE $P's YOUTH?

Since the naHenal YPSL erganivation split from the Sociallst Party, there hos bees
litile if asything developing in the SP in the way of organized yould work. This, of
course, Is true both because of $he organizational disiategration o, the pﬂrty et
and, ever more, becouse of the complete poﬁilcd deirdtock an #ie émﬁaa ﬂ*\v o3
far at the 5™s youth is concerned.

With the departure of the YPSL the most intransigent {as well as vocal)
organized Third Camp grouping left the party. What was left in the way of. youth
consisted of the California section, about z half-dozen members around New, York,
and perhaps another six or seven throughout the states,

One problem in the reorganization of the SP’s youth section did not arise—that
of leadership; for since all but one member of the youth NEC left with the YPSL,
the party could start clean, However, from the outset two “legal” problems showed
wp—and as those acquainted with the SP must know by now, the “fegai™ problems
are very important to then.

The first problem, perhaps of miner importance was one of the name. The 8P'x
youth section, -according to the party’s constitution, is known as the “Young Social-
ists"; and the- vouth sectiom’s comstitufion, as revised by the.eonvention whichk
elected the most recent NEC, calls the organization “Young Soelalists—YPSL”
(both names being used interchangeably). Upou splitting, the Youth NEC dropped
the first part of the name and now uses the traditional name, the YPSL.

But the California organization, which stayed with the SP (and which ineiden-

tajly originally proposed the change of name to Young Socialisis) iz not only now -

using the name YPSL (in viclation of the party’s constitution} but is also protesting
the fact that the majority section which split from the Party uses this name. {In

fact, in a communication te the Third Camp Conference, the California group

asserted that it would refuse to participate in any activities where both organiza-
tions were present if this continues.)

The second problem facing the SP’s youth it much more serious. The question
is one of the politics of the party’s vouth organization. Here is the difkculty:
' The SP claims, of course, that there was “ne split” but that only a bandful of
unreprosentative people left the party. Now the 1953 Conventlan of the Youag Social

Ists-YPSL possed a clear, uncompromising Yhird Comp program of opposition to. both -
imperialist camps. This convention was unchallenged as to I35 legality, dewosrecy, pro-
priety ond representadiveness; and presumably therefore {sicee. there wos only eone .

delegate who cpposed the Third Camyp program) the program of the SP's youlh secton
still remains vnchanged. Of courze actually #his is not so. H Is not 10 for the simple
reason thet with the exception of the members In Galifornla alt Third Camp soclalists
In the YPSL feft the Socialist Pariy and the handfut thot remained, fo the extont that
ihey have any politics, have the 5P's pro-American-camp line, . -

The results of the political difficulty mentioned above are many. To cite one:

When the Los Angeles youth, forming the only section that remained with-the SP,
offered to take over the Nationat Office and reorganization of the youth section (2
perfectly proper propesal since the LA group accepted in the main the program
of the 1953 Convention) the SP NEC politely declined, keeping the “erganization”

in New York under the watchful eves of the SP office personnel, which is unitedly

opposed to the youth’s program.
This is only the beginning. While the California group endorsed the Third Camp
Conference, endorsing Anwvil, ete., the SP directs all its younger members in the East

into the Student League for Industrizl Democeracy (SLID), thus in effest Hauidating -

what eould be a troublesome youth section which seems to develop kit wing after
left wing with annoying regularity. Al this of course does not help to make the
position of the Californians, who are anti-war, any easier, since presumably the pros-
peet of liquidation into the SLID, which wholeheartedly endorses the fereign policy
line of the American camp, i3 abhorrent to them.

The Cealifornia young Soclalists are thus faced with o neet dﬂemma twhich they
would have avolded, of course i they had stayed with the YPSL) olmost identical with
the one that the ofid YPSL leadership was foced with: the problem of Third Comp
socialists attempting to function through a pro.war (or, as they seem to prefer seeing
it-called; "objectively pro-war") party. This meets with our fullest sympathy, ulthough

the solntion would seem obvious—ijoln with 3he people who are politicelly close fo. you. .

Of course in one sense the disintegration of the party as a national orgamzatlon
softens the difficulty, since most SP groups function purely locally and with Little.if
any reference to the national organization. We can only express the hope that when
the SP do¢s disintegrate, formally as well as actually, the few young. SPB Sociadists
who hold the Third Camyp position will not vanish out of the political arena but will
join with us in building a broader, more effective sccializt youth anti-war movément.
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e 'f k AbOut the Harvard-Mc(artlzi Froces:
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It’s rather ameazing that so much can be wntten
about the Fifth Amendment problem—in 50 many ar-

© ticles, with so many words-—without ever mentioning

the issue which is most often at the heart of the .case.
‘It goes to prove, we suppose, thit “stoclpigeon” is still

. a dirty word, or even its more eaphem:st;c equivalent

“informer.?

For the Fifth Amendment cases, more IISIIG“V than aot,
revelve croved the issuc: fhe right to refuse to be @
stooelpigoon.

One of the clearest cases is the one which is bebind
the recext Horvard-MeCorthy furor, the case of Pro-
fessor Forry.

It was in eonnection with this case that MiCarthy
enunciated hix dictum: “a witness' refusal to answer
“whether er not he is a Communist on the ground that
his anewer would tend to incrimimate him, is the.most
positive proof obiainable that the witness is a Com-
manist.”

Of course, there is more than one reason why this
iz a typisally McCarthyite poliee-state prineiple. The
Purry case illuminates one of ithese. For here was a
.man who, having broken with Stalinism some years
.ago, was willog to “cooperate” in every way except
.one: spill.nemes to the cops.

It wad there that he drew the line, at becoming a
.stoolpigesn, al involving formeér associates, whem he
Jhimaglf had ne reason to believe were guilty of any-
thing brt pelitical associations and opinions but who,

" he knew, wounid be hounded if ever he named them.

Thus, the Harvard Alemni Bulletin (Nov. 28) carries
& thorough article on the Harvard-MeCarthy fracas
over Profeéssor Furry, written by an eminent jurist,

. Livingston Hall, vice-dean and professor of law at the

Harvard Law School and psst incumbent of many dis-
‘tinguished pests. It is writtean in sympathy with the
‘view taken by the university in the ease. It is not pos-
gible that Professor Hall has failed to realize the me-
“tives for Prefessor Furry’s course and the real issue
which Forry's testimony raised.

Yot it is the ene thing he does ned mention, The same
hos been fyue of other arficles on the Furry case ond
other orficles on the Fi¥fth Amendment question.

What McCarthy Wants

Professer Furry was not interested in concealing the
"fact of his fermer membership in the CP, He told the

. ﬁgmﬂl aathorities (not the McCarthy committee)

" “that he had been a member from 1938 to 1947, and ap-

.parently ibere may have been gsome association with
‘Stalinisn em his part even up to March 1951. These

B facts were wmade poblic by Harvard., Furry, therefore,

wis not silent before the committee in order to conceal
his past, whiek was already public knowlédge.

Yet, whén asked the same guestions by the McCarthy
‘group, he stood on the Fifth Ameéndment. A reading of
‘hig testixacny brings the conviction that he was anxious
"to-angwer as many questions as he could, short of stool-
pigeonry. But every time McCarthy asked eny question
in a certain area dealing with the period before March
1951, he had to reply that he “claimed the pyivilege”
(of the Fifth Amendment).

For ¥4 sifwedion Is that ¥ he had answered eny such
question—%e motter how innocuous—about that period,
ke would med hove been able tegaHy to refuse to answar
$he one guesthon which alone interested McCarthy and
hls inguisiiors: NAME the other CPors you knew!

In the conrse of the questioning, McCarthy had teld
Fuarry: “One way we have of determining whether a

“Coemmunist has broken with the party completely is

whether they gave the proper law enforceinent agencies
any informaticn he may have” (The grammar is Me-
Carthy's, net a misprint.}

McCarthy’s man Cohn led the questioning to the key
phase: “. . . 1 wonder if you don’t feel you could tell
ng ihe Communist Party members who were working
on radar secrets with you at MIT?

This was wot a question asking Furry if he knew of
any “spies’” amohg his associates, Cobn was asking him
to name any CPers he knew in his MIT work. Furry
had =already staled calegorically that he knew of no
espionage,

MeCarthy himself eame to the point toward the end
of the hearing, making explicit what all the questioning
was about; . .. if Furry is called before & committee
af;d asked ie give us the names of Communists with
whnomt he hirosel! discussed this seeret infermation and
‘he refused to give us the names of those Communists
or any othere kuown to him who worked in the [MIT]
laboratory at thai_time, would you say Furry is a
traitor to the 1fnited States or not?”

The Legol Gimmick

- Nofe tho? Forry hod already testified that he never
discussed fhe loboraterys work with anyone owtside i

" MzCorily wor asking him for [1) the names of Com-

moaishs working ot the same place with whom he dis-
‘cussed hit work, even though they were colleogues with
whom he woburaty had to discess i¥; (2] the names of

- Communists jo the laboratory even if ha had never had

oanything fe do with them. Otherwise he is a "troltor.”
As long as Furry pleade dthe Fifth Amendment he

‘could refvse this information without being charged

with contexyt snd pumshed as long as he likewise re-

-froined from enswering any other such questions deal-

try with the period. Much of the hearing was x long and
involved atiempt by the McCarthy inguisitors m trap
hint, or provoke him, into violating this rule.

. And they succeeded, or thought they succeeded, at
ons point. -For Furry did indeed make the statement

_that he had “ptver” engaged in espionage—a statement

mendment and the Stoolplgeons

which presumably spplied to befere March 1951 also, -

And’ it was because Furry made this statement -that
McCarthy later announced that he would be broug’ht
op ox charges. -

Follow that legal gimmick: In order to retain the
right to refuse to be a stoolpigeon, Furry {or any other
witness in his pesition) had to refuse to answer any
guestion in the same area dealing with the same period:

Were you epying for Russis?—I refuse te angwer on

the ground that it may incriminate me.—Did you know
eny Communists?—I refuse to answer . . . it may in-
eriminate me.—Did you ever try to indoctrinale your
students in the Communist philogophy?—I refuse to
answer. . . .

McCarthy thes makes o helfaboleo about the foct that
o refusal to deny spying (For insdapnce) on the ground
thot it may incriminate js very Hke ap odmission of spy.
ing, He appeals to common-sense, efc, But when Furry is
driven to give up the Fifth Amendment for o split-second
and DOES answer wih o denial of espionage, #hls then
becomes fthe bosis for domanding his punishmen? for re-
tuslag to onswer the itoolpigeon-type guestions.

That's the long-and-short of many a McCarthy show-
trial.

Inference of Guilt?

Of course, at no point in his testimony could Furry
have said (even if he had wanted to) that he was stand-
ing on the Fifth Amendment, with regard to a certain
area of gquestioning, in order to refuse. stoolpigeonr in-
formation. For the Fifth Amendment, it is true, does
not give this privilege to a witness for such a purpose;
it is given to a witness for the purpose of aveiding
self-inerimiantion.

The Fifth Amendment was des:gneél by the framers
of the Bill of Rights, to scotch an evil known in those
times, not to avoid the evil which has arisen in our own
times, It is true of other sections of the Constitution,
alzo, that although they were originally written with
one prohlem in mind, the courts have interpreted them
to apply to problems not even known in those days.
This is a situation more or less inherent in the eon-
tinued use of a constitutional instrumentality that is
now over 160 years old.

All that may make o pice problem for erperfs in consti-
tutional jorisprudence {with which this article is neot
concerned ot the moment}, but there Is something else

which is net in doubt: namely, that standing on the Fifth

Amendment as a meany of uveiding stoolpigecsry does
not necessarily imply any guilt oc inerimination “morally,”
as has 50 often been stated.

And surely it is well that this be understood. The
aforementioned Livingston Hall, writing in the Alemad
Bulleiin, may be a great law authority, hat his sum-
mary of the case can only seem weak and even a litile
stupid precisely at the cruecial point when he writes:

“Phe Harvard Corporation has recognized that there
is an “inference of guilt which the use of the Fifth
Amendment creates as a matter of common-sense,” but
this is surely not ‘the most positive proof obtainable’
of the fact not answered. Moreover, a witness' refusal
to answer may come simply because he is stubborn on

these matters. Being stubborn may not be the best.

gualification in the world for a teacher, but it does not
constitute proof of communism.”
Ve say thot this must SEEM weak or ever stupid be-

‘Footnote on Hookism

Incidentally, Harvard President Pusey finds himself
in a2 sad contradiction on the case of Professor Furry.

Pusey stated, for the university, the principle that
"2 member of the Communist Party is not fit to be on
the faculty because he has not the necessary indepen-
dence of thought and judgment.” Thus, formally, Har-
vard stands on the same ground as Sidney Hook with
regard to the right of Stalinists to teach: CP member-
ship automatically disgualifies.

Professor Furry admitted, to the Harvard anthori-
ties, that he was a CP member from 1938 to 1947.

Yet, maintains Harverd, ot NO time past or present
has it had any faul? to find with kis competence, abillfy
or activity as a teacher,

So, while asserting the rule that a CP member is un-
fit to teach because he cawnnet be an independent thinker,
the Harvard statement said: “He [Furry] has at no
time permitted his eonnection with the party fo affect
hig teaching, nor has he attempled otherwise to in-
fluence the political thinking of his students.”

And: “Dr. Furry's teaching is of high guality and
has reflected no Communist slant. . . .7

And this verdict was reached after exhaustive in-
vestipation (says the article by Livingston Hall), after
“weeks of effort, hearing the persons involved, discuss-
ing the problem with other faculity members , . . con-
sulting faculty members and students who might have
firsthand information on Dz, Furry's attitudes and
teaching methods. . . *

Thus Harvard refutes its formal pmnczple In prae-
tice, in the case of the professor under fire, it has ap-
plied the rule of individual competence and individual
judgment, not the Sidney Hook rule to which it gives
lip service. At the same time it has shown that it is
not true that a CP member is necessarily either an ob-
jectionable *indectrinator” or a parret of the party
line. Guilt is personal. There is many another teacher
who “blundered” into the CP for a while while remain-
ing unaifected as o feacher
- Vs

cause # is wellnigh ircredible that Hali bs not. IM :
uwise of what i involved-——and that it is not mere ' *"stuli-
borness" or gonerol cussedness. But he connot assame
‘Hhat bbs readers are equally awere, since as a mafter of
fact it b not ot alf well known that there is o close come-
nectlon belween the use of the Fifth Amendment and !'ﬁo ;
refusel fo be a stoelpigeon. '

Most people think that a witness can refuse to af-
swer specifically stoolpigeon questions (if they want
to) while willing to talk on any other subjeet. But if
a witness has shown himself willing to answer soy- |
other kind of question, he cannot possibly invoke thi
Fifth Amendment or any other protection when asked-
questions about other people only,

MeCarthy has been very careful not to pubhcxze tha =
relationship, since his whole method depends on black-
-jacking the witness into "“cooperation” and- into naming:
names, by the implied threat of “incrimination.” Cnes’
a witness hbas pleaded the Fifth Amendment in order to'
avoid stoolpigeonry, McCarthy’s men proceed. to ask
questions with the wildest implications, keping to get
Fifth Amendment answers o these also. =

The witness is deliberately put in a dﬂemma if he
pleads the Amendment on guestions about _esplonage
{for example). he has “incriminated” himself ir the eyes
of the ignorant public. If he does not, then he.had
abandoned the Fifth Amendment ground and lays him-
seif open to prosecution.

Chain Reaction of Sfaolpsgeonry

But if McCarthy I3 interested (a hushing the stoolpigeon
angle, there is no reason for Professor Livingston Holl, or
even the Horvord duthorities (not to speak of many self=
professed liberals ond clvil-libertarians) fo huosk # up
ond avoid speahing of it,

But what about the “morality” of a man whe says
that he has now broken with Stalinism but who refuses
to name the names of former assoctates who were
Sialinists along with him? In the Furry. hearing, for

‘example, this is how MeCarthy put it: “¥on are in-
formed that you will be cited for contempt. If you want
to cover up for Communists you may.doe that. If you
want to cover up espionage agents getting informa- -
tion, you may do that. You have to take the conse-
quences. We intend to see that any witness who does
anything to destroy this nation will take the conse-
quences.” )

There are some “liberals” who might put the same

thought differently: If yon are really no longer in sym-~ |
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" pathy with the CP and do not want to protect it, why - |

don't you expose your former comrades? -

The answer of a man like Professor Furry “ould i)e |
very simple. Exposure might well apply, for him, to
‘any former associate whom he knew to be, or have been,
engaged in espionage. But that is not what he has been |
asked to tell. He is being asked to ruin the lives of -
other men, ot in any way invalved with any breach
of law or trust, s«olely becanse of their Stalinigt politi- |
cal associations or opinions. :

He himseif, Professor Furry, wes o victim of mh siool
pigeonry.

His own name had been made public in QOctober by
the testimony of Profesgor Norman Levinson, who told !
the MeCarthy committee that he had known Furry as
a CPer during the war, That, and enly that: there was o
no charge that Furry had been connected with spies,
spying or any other suspect persons or activities; there 5
was na knowledge about whether Furry was still & r.3
CPei: No, Levinson was simply “eooperating”; he was !
proving his own innocence. And if Professor Furry's 5
career had to be ruined in the course of this effoxt,- !
why, that was not only patriotic but also a good way |
to take care of No. 1. ¥

Professer Furry was belng pressed Yo do un'!‘o others
what had been done unto himself. 3 1

Heretic, Yes—Stoolpigeon, No

He was being pressed into the dilemma of either turn-
ing stoolpigeon or ruining his career. This is used as a E
weapon against ex-Stalinists, not primarily as 2 weapon 0
to expose either spies or present Stalinists in so-called
“sensitive” positions.

The kind of “liberals” who have gone-along with the
Sidney Hook school of thouwght on the witchhunt have
never faced up to this stoolpigeon issue. We have noted
in these eolumns before that Professer Sidney Hook,
the intellectual leader of the self-styled “liberals” whe -
capitulate before MeCarthyism, has tacitly accepted
the MezCarthy criterion for “identifying Commuinists.”
The overwhelming majority of the teachers in New
York City (for example) who have been ousted as Stal-
inists are cases of refusal to testify, not cases’ where
CP membership has been proved.

Hook and his ilk have implicitly accepted this pro- |
cedure as adequate, even though formally Hook pre-
tends that only CP members have forfeited the right to
teach (whereas teachers with pro-Stalinist opinions
are merely “heretics” and do have the right to teach).

Not in Hook’s mind, perhaps—which is very, very -
busy thinking up rationalizations for capitulating:before
the witchhunt—but in actual fact, this type of liberal
has got to face up to the question whether stoolpigeonry
is or is not one of their new qualifications for the right
to teach. Or whether their ideal man of academic *fin-
tegrity” is also the type who is willing to save his'own,
professorial hide by putting the finger on otkers, ...

We would Jike to heor Sidney Hook speak up tome #me
on whether ar ne? he regards, as one ospacé of the ' “Cul-
tural vigilantism' which he denounces in words, the*grow-
ing tendency to #urn feachers, scholars, scientists ud
other mentors of the character and integrity of our yolﬂll. s
into stoalpigeons, informers and assorted kinds of qulver~. .
ing masses of jelly before o policestate Inquisitor.
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B;g BEN HALE.

% Qlgline usionism. needs a spokesman and

r. Werefor to: those most conservative seg-

-menﬁs of the-tabor movement, whose conserva-

- @ismi isc crass - ugmistakable and dyed-in-the-

‘wool. The sspirany for this most dubious honor

Hgenys to be Dave Beck, territory-grabbing pres-

. of the fnﬁematmnal Brotherhood of
ox8, (AT

iy, £ 'I“he normal course of political life pagses by
- Bhis:still powerfil atratam; for its conservatism
| A8:80% & political consciousness but a way of life.

¥ The kistoric canservatism of American labor,
Hefined as “Dusiness unlonism,” implied a pre-
Bocupotion with daydo-day existence on ele-
ﬁenkry job conditions, on efficiency in adminis-

tion $o.the exclusion of the broader interests
#f the. workiag-ciass movement. Old-line union-
$ain is not the pesd but a refic ofﬂm past in a

ﬁehﬁydegenm@m

CLafte practabronei.s are interested not so much

i “husiness: untonism,” as hitherto conceived,
Wizt in makisiz a business out of unionism. Offi-
eials of these: unions. act like real bosses; they
“saneiver for. congrol over jobs, apportion the
mosh }ucra’swe among their henchmen, and link
Afteir uniow activities with other forms of profit-

able-business. enterprise legal and not so legal,

Imate grd: bot 5o legitimate. In its worst
it croyges over into gzaftmg and racket-

' ﬁeéing For therm, “politics” ig simply the art of

patablishing connections and agreements with
ward-heelers to protect, extend and share areas

OF puwer ant profit.

Eqw rmmg

¥ "oday- they ave ou the defensive, under fire
' frem all directions.
' ¥ the Smerican Federation of Labor, George
?Ieany,{ new pmmdent takes the drastic step of
#xpelling & whole union because its leadership

awag lnked with: racketeering. Up to the very
sacond of his expulsion by an AFL convention,
Foe Ryan wag an officer of the New York State
Federation of Labor and had been re-elected
flust a few, short months before. Ryan’s AFL
$riends did not dessrt him; they tried to induce
Meany to corapromise and take the ILA back;
&ﬂt'hé turned: ¢he down flatly.

They see the AFL plating unprecedenl'ed re-

k‘mczﬁnns an ¢he cight of free enferprise in un-
dons, insisting Row oa simple honesty. Who
fuovrs what otfier domtastic virtues will be de-
manzded nexi? & is emough fo make them un-
BEa5Y. .
¥ Yoy -the G300, of course, their brand of union-
$sm is virtually unrepresented.
{.- Meanwhile; the spetlight of investigation
firns on the Jess legitimate types of enterprise.
§ongshore racketeering was singled ont from
$he begmnmg, byt more followed,

Bmad B‘f %mg@hy

as hrcmmaliy; Joe Papa, leader of Teamsters Lo-

e2¥ 202 in New Yorl, was indicted for eorrup--

Ei‘an and petipved feom his union post. Be had
Peen’a respeated member of a committee ap-
w«i?m:ad by the mayor of New York to investi-
gate the waterfront, and with the others he
weported that nething was amiss. (Except, nat-
ueally; that ipsidious Communist propaganda
w&s eresting never-defied evils.),

Later, themurder of a local presxdent of the
AfFL Bujlding Service Union in New York
‘Prompted 8 new investigation which opened the
sﬁorgm a: labyrinth of shady dealings, extortion
pnd crime arousd Mew York race tracks, in-
wolving poliicians, judges and union officials.
s a by-preduct of this investigation the acting
-§izutEnant governor and leader of the Republi-
&an Party in fhe stake Senate was compelled to
megign with the zevelation of his not-too-well-
emplpined:prisen:visits $o Joseph Fay, eonvicted

'Jhbmr racketees,

faneousty, a«&ouss.m.mmxtt&e is investi-

Shnul
; gatmgr the. handling -of: union pension. funds.

: The [me I-'arms ta the I?rglit

Before it was shooed off the trail by the pres-
sure of powerful politicians, it uncovered some
very intervesting tidhits. in Michigan, where
James Hoffa of the Teamsters Union, through
intricate manipitations had succeeded in chan-
neling pension fund commissions into.the hands
of friends.and had worked himself into control
of g little trucking business. It was indeed re-
grettable, he told the investigating committee,

‘that all his union's finaneial records had been

destroyed for the crucial years in question.

In this fype of old.line union, an actual count
would probubly reveal that only a tiny minord‘y
of high. union officials are dishonest, The major-
ity may be ignorant, petty, greedy. bureau-
cratic, narrowly selfish, but not actually erook-

ed.-But a bond of sympathy unites ﬂlgm all in

d common outlook on life.

Ryan protected racketeers in. the ILA The
New York State AFL officials who tried to pro-
tect Ryan were not racketeers; nevertheless
Meany’s measures against him ran against the -

‘grain; it violated s deep-seated code. They were

offended fo see “their” racketeers penalized by
ontsiders; it must have appeared to them as. s
downright interference with local autonomy, 1f
not a vile assault on democraey,

Their brand of uniorism may he slowly dying
out but it possesses a vestigial power ; they have
votes; they are represented ix union councils;
they help to elect the highest officials. Stili, no
one caters to their primitive ideology.

Businessman Beck

Nobody? Not quite. By a not too remarkable
coincidence, a man- pushes for recognition on

‘the national labor stene—Dave Beck, of the
‘Teamsters Unlon, who is new!y introduced to

the public by A. H, Raskin in the New York
Times Magazine and Joe Miller in The Reporter.

Beck is reliably reported: to.be personally honest and
anxious te rid his union of racketeering wherever it is
manifest, Presumably, he is able therefors to come be-
fore the public with elean hands,

At last, ulira-conservative unionism gains a spokes-
man who ean argue for it and practice its methods; who
can raise it out of the shadowy land to which it has
been consigned by a 20-year advance of the labor-move-
ment; who. can give it a new respectablhty and open
1nﬂuence in the councﬂs,of 1abor, Beck is 1deally stited
for the job.

“l run ¥ais anion jusi llke a bps!neu " he boasts of-his
rule in the Teamsters Union; for he is o businessman ea-
goged la g multitude of enterprises of which labor waion.
ism is one, His set- worth is estimated o be over o m.l!!lon
dallars, most of- It accumulsted. in real-osfate specula-
tHon—legiimute spegulntipn. the report emphasizes care-
fally.

He is essily able, therefore, to economize for the
union by keeping his labor Salazly down to %50,000° a
year; and the flashy Cadillac in which he drives_to
work Iike the fabled blind beggar is perhaps paid for

out: of funds recelved from other sources.

L N .
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His very existence is A kind - of .biglogical curiosity,

" for- ke wa}ks%’aborut as al hvmg; moving; ﬁwband—blood .. LE

" embodimehtof a radicalsicaricature of & labor leadets
This Iabor leader joined the Elks in;the 'Z0s when he
started his rise in the labor movement for he was eager
to- Tub elBows with judges, hankers and busihessmen;
and as he rose he became a member of the S’eatﬂze
Ghamber of Commerce,

ACTHON

"Hig relations withi othgr unmns are oply fainily adul- -
-texated -hy-the philosophy ot 1abor solidarity. and- class:

consciousness. The Teamsters Union now claims 1,300;-
000 members, largest in the AEL, and- Beck’s ambititn
is to raise this figure -to 3,000, 090 And he has’ little
compunction ghout methods

Mis. uvnlon is In fnrisdicﬂoncl eonﬂk’ with. vlﬂup[ly
every importont AFL and CIO"union While the AFL and

- €10 negotinte organic oeity-and agree vpon g, normjdlqg ’

pact, Beck chooses to rald the Brewery Workers (CI1O)
and makes clear that ke I;,us no intention of observing'the
pocf

The Fair Strikebreaker

In the Port of New Ycrrk, Beck hea&s an AFL drive

to- oust .the racketeering ILA’ from the waterfront. -

Longshoremen, who remdin loyal “t6 the ILA fear that
‘the' AFL drive is simply a cover to oust them-from their
jobs and end the indeperident ~existence of any long-
shore union,” Their racketeermg niion officials play
skillfully upon these fears. Beek ‘chooses just this mo-
ment t0° set upra new publicdoaders loecal-of the Tedni-
sters to take over work that. has. heen tradltlonally un-
‘der contro} of }ongshoremen ..

His methods were perfecbed in the thirties when he
bealled the AFL. drive {6 combdt the CIQ. At that
time, he presented himself to ampioyers as . ressonable
. paan,.unlike’ the radical CFO; -and warned that. if they
didn’t sign the backdeor, swetetheax:t-agreemants he of-

fered, they would fall vietim to demanding CIO unions,’

His “fairness” {s.=o respected that West Coast: employ-
erg offen ask him to arbitFate their own inrer-contract-
ual ‘disputes’ that have no‘shmg to do with, Iabor rela-
t:ons

le 1948, he I:elped fo breqk o ;irlln of the Infemc-
tional Associotion of Machipists .of:he- Boeing Alrerafd
plant in. Seattle, first by running %rucks: through pickef
lines and ther by sigring strikebreakers infe his Team-
sters Unioa. For $his, he was condemned by the Washing-
$on State AFL convention that year,

Next year, he was denounced by the Eas? Iay Cenﬂs&l

Laber Council {AFL} for breaking a sirike: of- AFI. re- -

-tal] elerks. in Los Angples with #he same methods, -

" But his conscience is clear.-What the ordinary Iabar
citizen would define as vile treason to lahor, he explaing
&8s "mstances of the clearer heads of labor making con-
crets contributions to the cause of free enterprise.”’

Mpreover; he- points ‘out’ Wlth incontrevertible logic,

“For every enemy I makdin the labor movement, I make .

a. hundred new friends iz the”Chamber. of Commerce?”

One executive for a trucking comcern, three years
~ago, told writer Joe Millery “If we have to deal with
unions at all, I’l] {ake Beck any.time. Last year he cost
me $55,600 in wage increases. Any: other labcr leader
would have ost me $100, gug -

“Dave fancies himeelf as the difector of a hage icbore
supply corporption,” enc reporier wrote. "He is solling
a proguct—human Ighor—lust: as Wes{iaghouse selts res
frigerators. He fries to gel the bost price he can fbr
his produci Hut tha*‘s as for as his union k!eology goes,*"
And he is not averse fo undérculting the market In labar
power i he'can grab off new contracts from other uniont.

Conservative Whip

Under the leadership of Beck the Teamsters. Umon,
:mth ity $29,000,000 treasury and its 1,800 organizers,
in.ideally fitted to act as conse:;yatwe' whip against

the rest of the labor movement. it i3 strategically placed -

to pot pressare on smaller mdustrxga and shops whmh
dopend upon'trucking as theirlifeline, -

Beckism can_count-on the support of every element

of backwardness in the Iabor movement and is bol- -

stered by the conservafive ‘moods in the nation a5 =
whole, But his fature lies only svith the strength and
persistence of these moods, to which be admlrabiy ab-
tunes his opposition to “goveriment in- husmess to
“socizlized medicine” and to *'riixed economy.” -

Byt the forces ia the Jabor mevement ogainst which he
pits himself ave tar more powerful flwu fie con ever hepe
fo become. .

The CIO recognizes htm a8 a’confirmed .enemy; do-
nounced him at its last eonvention, aud warned that
unless his union-grabbing. talents are curbed; the AFL-
£I0: no-raiding. agreement” will” be rendered: null and
vois Within the. AFL he faces stFong epnosition; even
his natural allies among Strong conservative crafts are
alenpted. by. his raiding. Begk’s -recept. election to the
top. Executive. Council of, the AKL.is evidenee of his
great strength but: this victory “was.achieved over the
opposition of leading figures-on the council, including
Menny;. Charles: J. MacGowan; president of the Boiler~
makers; George.M. Harrisan, president: of the Brother-
{:;}d of Railway Clerks; Davzd Dubinsky; and probably

erg.

. unity between the AFL and CIO-is. achieved, ke
would be. swamped by the combination of-a GIO which
43 unanimously against him.with kis-AFL. opponents.
Meanwhile; valuable time® and energy mustobe devofed
o warding off his ventures against other wuons; The

L£106: Has: pledged fulliscaler sup‘p_ort: o& ooy off itS] aﬁl&- .
threatens, e -

ates. whick-he.
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By PETE JARMS

Tt looks as-if Dave McDonald, premdent of
the United Steelworkers. (CI10), is making his
own bid for recogmtmn ag the right-wing lead-

- -er of the labor moveraent in.the Umted States.

Whether or not this is a cumpaggn to oul-
Beck Dave Beck of thé Teamstérs, or whether
it merély dew!oped under McDonoid's
steam, it Is qlso a fact that he has a powerful
alty—his good friend and comrade Ben Fairless,
president of the United States Steel Corporu-

- #on.

Dave and Ben, as they are affectionately

_ known to each other, are puiting on a regular

diamond-studded gold-embroidered - Iove-feast
in accordance with the design.

Here'is part of the story Let it add up a9 it

goes along. -
.- T

_ Tbe Grand Tour

PFirst of all Dave and Bén are on a.mmt tour.
They came to Chicago last week, hand-in-hand
visitéd mills of U. 8, Steel in Gary, South Chi-
cago, Waukegan and Joliet. (Dave found time
to break away fo attend a banguet’also.)

The Chicago daily pdpers, . which -usually
treat labor news quite inadequately, greeted
them with a certain effusion. :

Tt was the third leg on their joint grand tour. Pre-
wionsly they had visited Cleveland and Pittsburgh in-
stallations in the samé manner.

Here’s how the tour goes: Dave ind Ben come. into
town and register at a-suitable hotel. ‘A - bus, with rep-

resentatives of the comparniy and the mnjon; picks them
up and brings them to a U, S. Steel plant. They make
a Tast trip through “the plant {without the press, at
this’ point), say hello to some workers to show how
devilishly “dériocratic” they are.”Then they héve lunch
“With the union and’ management in attendance, bl.eakmg
bread topether.

‘The joint tour by these i{wo mighty premdents of
izbor and capital began while the CIQ convention was
still going on. Dave McDonald, head of the.second most

"important union ai the convention, absented himself

from the sessions in order to begin the jaunt, The news-
papers found this ‘o ‘be positive evidende of a’ forth-
coming fight between McDonald and Walter Reuther,
That didn’t develop, though the reporiers played up
the theme to the end of the convention.

" In Pittsburgh, the steel magriotes joined wlth McDon-
ald's steel unioa staffmen to celebrale "Dave’s Day"
November 27. The event was 50 naique that it can be done
fusfice only by guoting direcﬂy from a’similarly wnique
article: the account of these festivities us they were

wriften up on the froat puge of the Wall Strecf Journol,

which has not offen carried sach dffuslve accounts about
a labsr teader,

Dave Earned It

But before we let the Wall Street Journal give the
details at some length, let’s fill in sormse background.

These are tough times for labor today, snd not least
of all for the siee] workers. The inflationary rise in the
cost of living has not turned down from iis tep yet, but
the steel workers’ take-home pay has been reducsd.
This has taken place through short work-weeks, elimi-
nation of overfime, and downgrading threugh the vari-
ous steps of layoff procedure during planis’ produc-
tion cutbacks.

The Steelworkers Union has been faced with a series
wof wildeat actions throughout the country. Workers
who had no confidence in the local leaderships would
decide to bargain the *old way,” as local militants tried
to strengthen weak contracts by orvganizing job actions
-6 move the company. .

“Puve McDonald's way of hundling the urrest in the
mills is o crack down on the tocal feaders. The company
-mokes the initial move by dischorging umien lzaders, and
#hen the International office OHs the measare. Presidents
‘vlected by the rank and -file have been vietims of #his
oufrageous conduct. Through these means, fhe number
-of wildcats Sas been cut down. but this may well be only
-a temporary iuil,

It iz only natural, therefore, that President Ben
PFairless of U. 8. Steel should love and respect his
friend Dave. He recognizes in Dave the kind -of Iabor
leader who deserves to sit across-the table from him.
Aren’t they both honorable people who live up to thezr
contracts?

‘At any ‘rdate, Dave is. As for Ben, well—he can’t be
expedted to know everything that goes on behind his
bhack in such a-giant institution as the one he heads.

‘The Sentimental Tycoons _
14.is .also notural thaf this tove and respect.shoald:be

reflected in the Well Streef Journal and. among .the sen- 4

own

, "The Emperor's Clothes"

mm The Bﬂde of U. 5 Steel

“Hinientol loduifrial Yycoons of PiftshuPgh, who can't do
Yoo much ‘for a good guy.

Hence the front-page story that was emblazoned over
the Journal on “Dave’s Day.” .

The headline read: “Pittsburgh, -Banmered, Lighted
and Bedecked, Staging ‘Dave’s Day'—Dirmers, Tele-
vised Speeches, Floor Shovas -to -Honor -Steelworkers’
MeDonald.”

~Fhe lemd paragraphs ’began- “More than :3060 men
and ‘women from Jlabor #nd industry, religion -and ‘edu-
eation, polities and the professions will turn out here
tomorrow ‘night to honor David J. McPonald as-Pitts-
burgh's ‘Man-of Steel.’ It will be quite 'an affair.”

‘Here are sonie of the details 'of the'big wassail:

“Straéds, roilroad stotions, Wotel [obkles and the alr-
poﬂ will ‘Be "decorated’ For ‘thie eccdsion, an ecldbordle
“tastimionial for the 51.year-old ledder of the CIO United
Stedlwoikers,

“If plans of the commitiee in charge are fulfilled, -all
"downtown Pittsburgh buildings will. be -lighted from
“top to botftom and honored. guests will be taken to the
top of a Hill overlooking the city to gee the s:.ght. FIt
happened, and they were—P. J.}

HThe mayor-elect of New York City and the‘cha-lmaan
of the .board of U. 8. Steel Corp. will ‘spesk. at the
main testimonial banquet ih the William Penn-Hotel.”
_There was also-a “zatellite dinner” for second-class
VIPs in the Roosevelt Hotel several blocks away which
2ot the speeches piped in to it.

The wmion's district-director Hart ceclled the-blowout
the "most importunt labor-management undertahing ever

-planned." This puts H-a rung chove _fhe wartime lobor-

management boards ond committees, which were no-
‘where near as important & Dave and Ben.

" “@teel workers from as far away as California will
rtib showl@ers with hundreds of management people,
including some of the shiniest brass in the steel indus-
try. Labar attachés representing the United Kingdom,
Canada, -France and West Germany will be on hand.

“Visitors arriving by plane 'will see MeDonald ban-
‘ners and -bunting strung up in the modernistic- building
of the new Greater Pittsburgh airport, For those com-
ing by train, there will be pietures of Mr. McDonald .in
the railredd stations-and for hometowners there will
be street decorations in the ‘Golden Triangle’ businezg
distriet,” -

Footing the Bill

Hotel lobbies also displayed pictures of the Compleat
Labor Leader, “Those who go to the Willism Penn Hotel
for the mam festivities will 'pay’'$20 a plate, Some steel
companies have taken tables for i0 at $200 a table.” A
floor show was thrown in"with the. dessert, and the whole
shebang was televised.

A slight difficulty cccitrred over the souvenir program,
which -carried about 512,000 in advertising. "Six weeks
age, Mr, Hart's commmittee solicHed stoel companies for
space in the program ot $100 a page, bet apparently
something weént wrong with the signals." There weren't
enough pages to do rowitd to take care of all the steel
companies enad mognates who wanted to adverilse their
undying devetion fo Dave. "Mr. McDonald himself is said
to have cabiud a half fo the solicitetion, holding that the
steel companies shonld not be asked ¢o fook the bill for
the seovenir pragram.”

Walter Réuther was nof invited to the testimonial,
the Wall Street Joitrnal notes laconically.

‘Now -you can see |
The
Emperor’s Clothes

This wmustnal play has been revived, off Bread-
way, by the theater group of the Greenwich Mews
Playhouse. It deals in"memorable fashion with the
dilemma of & -man ip a police-state under the
pressure of conformism and state terror. Should
he squeal or stand up to his inguisitors? Should
he be a rat or a “hero”? SHould ke sell himseeélf
and his child to the police for the job he wants?
('The sotting is laid in"Hungary, for convenience.) -

N. Y. ISL Theater Party for

Tuesday eve., January 26

Write for tickets to:
New York ISL, 114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y,

Contribution: $1.50

“wilderéd “audience did no¥ ‘knew vitits}*hid them. -

rd

Finally: “A biography of Mr, MDonald titled ?mm
of Steel, written by 2 Pittshurgh newypspérman,
Beachler,,‘ and @ Pittsburgh puablie-rdidtions ~ma;
George Kelly, is now being preparell. It wuns to abmt
50,000 words, has 16 papges ¢f 1}1433&53310113, and Wﬂi
sell for %3.50,

YAlthough the bicgropky b o p"eim;"? separale ﬁ‘m

it -availadle for zale dF temerrow bigid's ‘dinner. Bl

LY |

‘the testimonial, Mr, Hort's commiiec holl’ hoped fo Neved

tatest word is that it won't be ‘revidy -in Hme.-1¥s el

pofted to_present Me. ‘McDonelt oo on exomple 6‘!-"“
‘mew 'look in labor-leaders,™

Tt is scarcely necessary o peitid .cit ihe e*{bent tq
“which the steel industry is mwplved - “hip-deep
‘projectdd’ buildup of David M¢Donakl. THe 1. S S

- Garporation has taken the job ¢f ‘sclling him “to ‘EB&

‘Steel workers and the rest of the- Ia"bor mwamontm
‘well"as the “public.”

[

The Bortered Bride : SR

At any-rate, the steel mapndtes sppreently Tociecddd
in selling Dave to himseclf and thersaetves to' Pave.” Thay .
'was dramatically and publicly ‘Bemonstrated «t-a Dok

- quet keld in Chicago on Decerdbey B, Therocegsion vidd

a testirdonial dinner given the Sledworiers” sHbRidrieh

-directer -Joe Gérmsano by the 5mh%uhrﬂomm

‘Dave McDonald was the featured speaker

‘Aftér everyone'had alreddy heen seitéd-and had: bea
‘gun eating, McDonzld staged his efitromen, anidd: af'iis-
ing ovation by the people in attendanee, -(This. i baw

o

coming the traditional method of showing “respect”ju, Al

the labor movement today.)
Mis.speech was o classlc of s hind, T somewhet h+

e

McDenald told them he hadn’t dore Yate in orded
tomake a grand entrance; hé hadbemithbuwy with snior
affairs, 56 very very busy. He had been.with Ben-all-daf,
and the last person he saw before Ne-eame was™

-and -Ben ‘was thad -4t Joe-beeawse he hadn’t theeh iny

vited too, in fact Ben was o road at-Joohe’ Was thinking
of- sendmg him back to the shop, . ..

McDonald then went on to talz-sbotit! the idea whigh
Phil Murray and Dave McBovald “hind eonceived.of
Joint tour with Ben. He, Dave; thall® hgttﬁh\srmxsgwifg:
about the tour-idea but he d -beenr il Wrong,’ it-wray®
greatest event of 1953 in-the ldbor mavement, its: vélaa
eould not be imagined. . I ~ad

On and on he rumb!ed in the some vdin, "Tho ¥, S,

“Steel Company and the United Seclvrorittys -are mariida

fo each other; U. 5. Stesl weeds o ‘Siwbiworkers” Ui
fon. . . " (Unprintable inferpredetinns  of #his- maﬁm
‘passed through the audience.}

Furthermore, Dave went on, what hagh m)p::esse& hi&
all through the tour with Ben was-that hie was eons
tinunally running into men who'd-been-viiginal menibors
of the old Steelworkers Organizing {ommiites andwﬁ
NOW Ware company.superintendedts, wid ex-menib
bargaining committees and exccative boards who wmgg
now foremen and general foremen. '

He then rambled.into praise-nf demmzatac caplt&ilsrh
and an -atteck on all the tenels of “Marmianisis?
though seme listeners thought his piciare of Kark Mazw
looked something like Reuther. *“Wheve gise.in the werld
eould two people like Ben and Davo vise-Lror sueh hipd
ble beginnings to become leaders of snehy.great-ergam-
zations like the U, 8. Steel Corpoxation.and the Umted
Steelworkers?”

So-on and on he went—Phil.ant 3~ Ben-and 4, . , o
- There were some present who gave:it ke palm forshe.
ding the most -egotistical, ignorant:and p“m—compaﬁm
speech ever given to a-labor gathexing, v

Bright Prospect for Dove . .4

"The nrext day the lllinois Stafe LD sonvendion mady
Threughout the corrlders there wee 3ol of Daye. Mc#
Donald's speach, about ifs egetism, dbout the "marriagd ™
he kad hymned, Even Steelwarkers Bnieﬂ wen of dhe gony
vention expressed themselves.

Particularly appalled were the stmke\‘ from Goﬁth
nental Can, who had been told by the eqmpany to.go e
the devil after only 20 hours of negotiattons: McDonsd
had not even mentioned their strikes Fow-conld he have
done that? Ben might get mad. Atier-a1l, Hiadn't ho.niets
in a secret meeting in California with the head of Comve
tinental Can, ex-Gen. Lucius Clay - {ex-instractor | zp
F&;.e?tq Germany in the Awerican ﬂemocrauc way of
ife Y

This secret meeting, incidentaly, haid- been expm&in
a speech by UAW regional divesiort Pot Gre‘aﬂmqgga.
The heads of all the major nduutrial corporationywate
present, together with members of The Bisenhower ¢di3-
net, A Los Angeles paper had carried-pn -article on e
mecting; the article sppeavred in one :ediion and thon
was kilted. What had the assemiblefi -meneyhags: t:ﬂk‘ed

-about? Why had the get-together-been so mnsprﬁa-

torial2 What were Eisenhower’s mew&omg*‘them’?

- Not only did MeDonald show no interést in. ﬂw

can strike but he also hadn't remérbered to say a hﬁf

word sbout the problem of .the Qayifts ‘and ‘recesdien:
KcDonald toduy finds himsel? on' Iop of the' Sidaks

werkers—that is, on fhelr bagkebud bis -outioak-}s- ‘Q

complete opposition to the reaﬁims o Hhy-1o-doy-lite

il the mills. His mind and hls wey of e imbes n}m-af

‘the ‘stee! workers ot hardly eny poind. - o

‘Today he is riding high, but there are manyobsori-
ers who believe that it cannofh Iast, thatthe winianmeitl
have to throw him out, If so, theve.can. b&mww
he will not starve; Ben can’alwaya*maﬁémm wm
inteadent, if not indeed . a~vice-pregident

ank

Al

=

_'-‘:



lCﬂtﬂu«i from page 1}
not willing to send any more treops te

R .Euro‘pe than théy have there now,
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{3} Atomic military power, now high-
Iy dévveloped for tactical use against
armies in the field, as well as for the
wholesaie destruction of cities, makes it
passible for the NATQ powers te keep
their wmilitary . manpower st present
Former Russian military su-
. Petiority was based on the ability to mo-
. bilize masses.of men using  conventional
“wedpons. Now it becomes questionsble,
‘however, whether this type of army will
‘be able to hold the field against atomic
" weapons.” Even if it were possible for
the NATO powers to build up armies of
'a,gimilar type which could stand up te
the “Russions,. this would not necessarily
Be:advisable in-view.of Stalinist develop-
~ment of-atomic weapons,

SUBSTITUTE FOR ALLIES

This s &« remarkable change from tha
 plons of MATO's early years. At that
tHime, the picture of the Russian sfeom-
roller forcing ls way fo the Eoglish Chan.

'lelhafawweekswusheldbefoum

. eyes of the world. A sense of despergtion
gﬁmd military men and thelr spokesmen
In $he press.

‘Tha European governments were

'w’mpped on -to more frenzied efforts hy

Ameriean urging, threats, and. outpour--

ings of cash. The year 1954 was held up
ag the “critical year” for the military
buildup, and dozems of columnists wept
bifter tears over the “apathy,”..the.
*blindness,” and even the “cowardicé” of
Eumpean governments which refused to
recognize their peril and throw their all
into preparation for the year of doom.

Under the first impact of the war in
Xorea, this country too was organized
for a vast military- effort, Budgets of
forty, fifty, and sixty billion dollars a
year for military expenditores were-fore-
cast and developed. But now the plans

are for a gradual reduction, dropping to

the figure {still astronomicsl, to be sure)
of $30 billions for 1987.

It ig trve that since 1850 much has
happened to show that Russian Stalin-
ism is not the all-powerful, united, mono-

-lithic military power that it was thought

to be. The indecision and purges since
Stalin’s death, the unrest in the satel.
lites, the revolt in East Germany—all

‘ these have demonstrated that the Rus-

sian Stalinists have mueh else to think
of than a guick conguest of the world by
military means.

Yet the fact remains that Stahmst
military power is about what it was then
{and has even increased), that its politi-

cal appeal is still a mighty force among -

the peoples of the world, and that the

BLP Line Is Flabby ——

lcuﬂaled from page 31

I.ACK DRIVE -

Mystanes are quite commonplace to-
day. Now that we are used to flyihg
SaNCers and Abominable Snowmen, we
may be used to anything, One of the
great pollhcal mystenes which is bafling
the political experts is this: What has
the Labor Party leadership in mind as
a serious alternative to Tory policy?

Serious politics] chservers have com-
" mented .agoin_ond again on the LACK of
polley displayed by the Labor Party lead-
ership ond above all by the Trades Union
Congress.

The General Council ¢f the TUC de-
nounced- the British Guiana PPP with-
out even mentioning the suspension of
the Guiana constitution! The purely
negative attitude of Transport House te
Jagati and Burnham, the PPP leaders
who have visited England, is just an-
other instance of this “stonewslling”
attitnde of the party tops.

Only the Beévanite Tridbune ever says
anythmg‘ at all; and not aif of what it
says is either good enough or worth say-
ing. In fact Tribune setz the pace for the
locai constituency parties without affect-
jlig very much either Transport House
ot tha policy of the party in the precincts
of the House of Commons.

The solutlon to these "mysteries”™ Hes
perhaps in the heslitancy of the Lobar
Parh! feadersbip to formulote a beid pol-
fcy bosed .omn o coutlnually changing in-
ternational and national scene. There is a
. greut fear of the "unkuown,” the “future”
‘There Ts o gemerzl realization that the
*historic reoviution" in the “bockward

- topntries” {botk these phreses being much

msed by our party leaders) Is undermining
the old basis of thelr thinking. However,
there is a- fear of “adustment” Yo this
new. sitpotion,

The bolder spirits, the Bevanites, are
conscions of the problem, the problem of
reformism in an age of revolution. They
even tentatively point the road to the
sofution of the dilemma. But they too are
vaguely aware of the important implica-
tions of any serious and long-term ad-
justment of the coneeptions, ideology and
ideas of the Labor Party to the new
geene,

The implications are simple: an organ-
ized struggle within the Lobor Party on
the basis of thse new idegs.

And it is not as if they are not in a
position to conduct such & fight. Bevan
has but to address a few of the decisive
miners’ lodges which are the key to the
control of the decisive National Union
of Mineworkers, and the whole balance
of power in the trade unions would shift
to the left.

Further, as J. P, Malislien was com.
plaining in Tribune, constituency parties
which are Bevanite are still selecting
anti-Bevanite MPz. It is not surprising,
by thHe way, that Mallalieu’s article was
viewed with some hostility by the Parlia-
mentary Labor Party; for he was show-
ing constituency pariies the way to put
into Parliament those MPs whose views
agrea with theirs.

In general, we can say, therefore, that
Bevan and the Bevanites could guite suc-
cessfully take over the Labor Party ma-
chinery, bu$ that the implications of such
action would lead to a split in the bu-
reaucracy. 1t i3 the most general expla-
nation for the lack of initiative and drive
shown by Tribune since the Margate con-
ference of the party.

[t underliaes the necessity for forces
within, bat not completely identified with,
the Bevan corrent te press forward for
that most urgently required reormament
of ideas which 15 so sadly lacking in owr
movement,

Police-State Bill - —

{Continaed from page T}

i 3 almost unbelievable bu¥ trus: the
wnlon peed. only be CHARGED with the
ecime; not convicted, and its NLRB rights
vanish. The charge may be brought by
rivel anjons or emgloyers. This is on infers
esﬂnq'hcf for the U, §. Chamber of Com-
merce sHH ‘accuses the ClO of furthering
“Marxist economics” ond the closs sirag-
glo; and the American Machinist, pub-
tished for big business, occuses I¥ of fol:

“the Communist Party line with the
' mu of a shadow.”

" A union, if found gullty by the beard,
may appeal; but the ban remains in forca
until the Supreme Court ﬁnally aets, The
years between can be filled in by the em-
ployers' unrestrained union-busting 80
thitithe Supreme Court has the possi-
bility of -satisfyifig.an appellant who ia
vindicated but quite dead.

The “crime” spreads over a new area
and is closely woven to -catch every fish,
Mot 6nly Communist Party members but
to be- tracked:

down. And not only “members” but those
whe supperted “in any manner’” the ac-
tivities or causes of groups which the
board decides are or were “Communist.”
The ingenuity of hard-working subver-
sive-hunters receives an unlimited arena
for creativity and fabrication,

The Buter bili, say: the C1O O/ Worker,
Is .the product of hysteria, and Fhis hys-
tesio "is being coldly, corefully, deliber.
ately cultivated by & groop of men in pow-
erful positions. They ore creating this hys-
terfa 0s o smokescreen bebind which Hhey
kope to remold America in a pottern com-
piefely different from that we bave lnewn
in the post. They want te bring .about an
end to what they think is this damn fool-
shness of commoe pecple organhing wod

ilita rY Pe rs'|":;ect|veg' _

character -and -intentions .of its ruhng
clges have not undergone any. change
whatseever.. -

The big ﬂhmu s a recoguition of
the impassibliity of keoplng the capltalist
werid on @ war footing indefinttely—and
the acceptance of the etem bomb as a
substute for such o miltary poHey.

ATOM CONTROL IS OUT

All reports indicate that the budget
which will be placed before Congress for
the next fiscal. year will ¢call for a con-
siderable reduction in the manpower of
the army and navy, and an iperéase in
the manpower and plahes made availeble
to the air force. One of the factors in-
volved is the Eisenhower administra-
tion’s desire for economy., But the pgov-
ernment's plans are based on what the
military now refer to as “a bigger bang.
for a buch,” namely the “bang” of the
A- and H-bombs,

The implications of this idea for man-
kind, in the long run, are becoming
tlearer by the month,

Wbt the “ government now octing on
theso assumpHeons, it Is plain that any talk
obout stopping the otomic armaments
race Is sheer hypocrisy, Even if the Amerl-
can gevernment is really serious about
Eiseshower's atemic. power poal. i
woald be put together from the sarpius of
A-bomb moterial. If the gaveromest were
seriously censidering laternational control
of atomic pewer, they would not he bas-
ing their whele military policy on its in-
Crease, - .

The political consequences of this poli-
cy are also becommg clearer as it is put
into effect,

Ever since the last year, Americs’s
economic strength -has made this country
the dominant military power in the capi-
talist world. But the other powers were
at least dealing with a country whose
military forces were of the same kind as
theirs, and which needed their armies,
and hence af least a considerable degree
of their political agreement, for any ac-
tion which it might undertake,

GOING IT ALONE

But os the shift fo ctomic power devel-
ops, the disparity in relative strength witl
grow with it. Althosgh smaller nations
may hope ena day to develop their own
atomic power, asd the means by which to
deliver if, that is sHll decades in the fu-
ture for mest of them. In the meantime,
they ore evea mors ¢t the mercy of the
declisions of the Americon governmest
than they were before,

The United States has already decided
to withhold an armored division which

it had promised NATO for next year.

The logie of this is not lest on the Euro-
peans. Why send an armored division,
when a bomber wing with atomic arma-
ment can do just as much? The bomber
wing is cheaper, and can be kept in this
country, completely under the control
of this government without any NATO
interference,

With regard to Korea, high military
and government officials have let it leak
cut that if the truce finally breaks down,
the United Sfates will not resume the
fighting on the old basis. This is an open
threat that atomic weapons will be
brought to bear.

As it is hardly conceivable that the
European allies in that war would read-
ily agree to such a step, it means that
Arerica would be ready io go.it alone,
to depend on its atomic power instead of
ot any degree of consent by the allies,
with the idea that they will have to ac-
cept a victory achieved by such means,
_whether they like it or not. .

LOGIC OF MADNESS

The end-logic of this new -pohcy ia
quite predictable.

With a vast stock of atomic weapons
at its disposal, with a powerful air force
which ¢an deliver these bombs over any
city in the world, this government need
concern itself lesa and less with the po-
litical side of the cold wayr. Allies remain

-desirable, but they are mot as essential

as they were, and in some cases wmay be
an inconvenient liability, specislly when
their governments or peoples cannot be
induced to see things from Wa.shmgton 3
point of view.

* If the masses in France, or in Italy,
or in Indis, are shot through with neu-
Aralist or even pro-Stalinist attitudes,
that is just too bad. That means their
armed forcezs cannot be relied upon very
much - in any case.- You can't tell what

apresdng themsoives and promoting #he .. they will do under the pregsure of a war

common welfare . , . through lohor anlons,
for exampfe. . .. The Blg Lie boys are sof
out to destroy commuanism. They are out
to destroy democracy. To destroy democ-

::?:;'. they must - dufroy free 4rade

with Stalinist -countries. But the good
old A-bomb is relizble enough, All you
have to do is drop it in the right place,
and bangl-—you knew what will happen.

Of course. #is is the logic of madness,
but-it Is recl. enough. It has not yet come

The ISL ngram
in. Brief 3

© The lbdemdcu Sociallst hagee sl-cnd‘:
. for seciafist democracy ond cguins-the
two cystems of explotiation which’ ot
divide the werld: copitolism and ﬂdﬁﬁm

mmwumm“m;p-'
M”“,MM'“WM o

qshgiveﬁnmphfﬂedmdnmdm‘- .

security or peace. H must be abetished
aed replaced by o new social system, in
which the people ews ond conivol the
baslc sectors of the ecomomy, démecrati:
cally ceutratiing: their qwa. tcewmic -wid
pollﬁcd‘ﬂﬁukt.

Stoliclsm, ia Rossia and wtemsor
bolds power, is ® hrotol hhll‘hrluism—-
a pow form of sxpleitation. s agests i
every coottry, the Communivt Pactios, are
nurelenting enemies of socloflsm and huve
nothing in commean with cocjolism—whick
connet exist without efective ‘democratic
contra! by the people,

Thess $wo camps of capiiatiear and Stal-
inlstm ore tedoy at woch other's throads in -
o worldwide lnperlalist rivalry for domi-
neten, This sirugqle can oaly lead te the
most trightful war in history vo fong os the
people leave the capifallst and Stabinist’
rulers lo pewer. lndepoudent Seciulism.

md:hrb;&lﬂnguudmibuhqﬂ.'

Third Camp tﬂbo poopla ugc.lmihﬂzm
blocs, -

The 5L, a3 o Mnrxl:f movamaeat, lm-.-is_
to the working class aad its evsr-presest
struggle as the banic progrostive force In
society. The ISL b ergonized %o sprecd the
ideas af secielism In the [abhor movement
and among oll ather sections of the people,

Al the seme fime, lndepoadent Seclalhrts
portiélpate ectively in overy struggle fo
better the peeple's lo} now~—such as the
figkt for higher Nving stomdords, agaimst
fim Crow and enti-Semitism, tn defouse of
eivil liberfles sud the trade-uaion mova-
ment, We ceek 4o [oin fogether with all
other wilitents In the labor movement es
a left force werking for the formatios of
nnln‘epemhnihborpcdyumld!m-pu—
gressive pollcies, R

The fight Jor democracy sod the fght

.

for soclalisey ere loseparcble. There cew -

bs no lesting end geaulne democracy With-
ont sacielism, snd thors cont be ne socléh
Ism “withbeat demseracy. Vo encoll under

this banner, join fhe todepondent. Soeiolid fa

League!

- Get Acqumnted ! K

Independent Soclalist-League
114 West 14 Street

New York 11, N. Y. )
[3 1 want more informetion about. .

the ideas of Independent Soclals -
isim and the ISL, ’

O I want to join the {SL,

KANE (preane primt}

........................ eI P T PP TR TR TPIT

A‘DD R‘ESS

ZoN® STATE

to wholly deminate the thinkiag ‘of m

American governmend, le} alone of #he

American people, Thot would take Hme, -

fust as it will foke Hme for the sow miki.

T

!

tory policy to establish its complete sway

over the older policies and the weopons
on which they were based.

But just as the cold war
stretching out into tha mdeﬁmte future
{and with it will come new crises and
new defests for American policy in the
political sphere), £0 Ome can count on

is now.

this “logic” growing onm the ruling class -

of America and the govermment whicb
reflects its thinking.

At the present time there is little the
American people can do about the A-

bomb. But they can do s 16 about the
power of the people whe control it. Itz
far too dangerous to [eave-political pow—
er in the hands of men whose thinking

iz developing along theﬁe,lines. . -
The ultimate catastrophe i3 not re-

gerved for peoples of other eountnea.-

Unless & politieal movement s created
which can wrest t'is powér from their
ﬁdﬁ, it is bound to desceud on ug as

1
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