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LONDON LETTER

A Labor View of the Coronation:

‘The Crown and the Cash’

By DAVID ALEXANDER

LONDON, May-27—The excite-
ment over the Coronation here is
working up to a pitch. Every daily
newspaper, including the Stalinist
Daily Worker, has had long and
boring features about the cere-
mony or the fuss associated with
it. Even the Labor Party has join-
ed its “loval greetings” to those of
the Tories.

It is for this reason that a
pamphlet Crown and Cosh by

Emrys Hughes is particularly opportune,
Fnrys Hughes iz 8 Welshman repre-

senting & Scotlish constituency for the
Labor Party. He iz one of the old school
of  reformist socialists and has often
aroused the conseience of his more capit-
ulatory Labor colleagues. There i3 little
doeubt of hizs sincerity, but he has often
been had for & sucker on Stalinist
“peace” movements. He i3 always one of
the first to rezpond naively to Stalinist
maneuvers, although he i8 certainly too
independent to be a real fellow traveler,

This time, however, he has done & real
serviee to the Labor movement in at-
tempting to expose the Coronation show
for what it is.

He starts by examining the atfitude of
the Englich people to their monarchs, He
shows thet even a respectable writer like

[Continved on page 7]

Rhee’s Blackmail Underlines
The Ironic Plight of Korea

By H. W, BENSON

For one wesk, Syngman Rhee, reac-
tionary South Korean president, remind-
ed the world of the existence of his gov-
armment by publicly rejecting the latest
. 8. truce proposal and threatening to
begin his own war, And he made his pro-
nunciamentes in such bellicose language
and in so many forms that for 3 brief
moment it seemed that he was not simply
imterested in extracting concessions from
the real military rulers of South Korea,
the U. 8, army, but was preparing a fan-
tastic adventure.

Hit sitimate, almost last-minute, bock-
#rucking freed the United Stotes- of anm
s#mborrossing encambrance. But the mo-
meabary crisis in relotions between Rhee's
regime and the United States serves to
waderline the ironic plight of Korea: the
‘ealy thing "Korean" left in the Korean
wor, as far asz the real principal com-
fenders ore concerned, the U. 5. and Stal-
Inist Blocs, Is s geograophical location.

For three years a war is fought os-
tensibly for the defense of democracy in
Korea; we must, we are told, suppoert the
existence of the great “democratic” re-
public of South Korea; for this iz ouwr
way of life; wé must maintain the true
representative of the South Korean peo-
ple, Rhee, apgainst aggression from to-
talitarian dictators. And in this noble
crusade we demonstrate our respect for
the rights of small nations ‘and for their
truly representative governments.

SWINDLE

The State -Department and American
military « authorities helped to create
Bhee and, for the consolation of our own
liberals, portrayed thiz police dictator as
a true friend of demoeracy. It iz not in
fashion to.demand too much from Ameri-
can foreign policy; but this much we
should expeet: that an honest swindle be
perpetrated according to the rtules of
the game; that if they expect us to swal-
low the story, at least they must go
threugh the prescribed motions of make-
believe, k .

## Them truce hegotiations reach a deli-
cate stage and.a climaX nears, Resistance
to U. 8. policy becomes evident among

its allies: it confers with governments
and their representatives; it hearz the
opinions of high-placed statesmen of
many nations; and then it modifics and
reworks and reconsiders until at last the
“final" offer crowns its efforts. In all
this, one body, presumably recognized as
u government, is simply overlooked; one
might even say, shrugred off with con-
tempt, its views ignored; its opinions
not wanted: the great “democratic” re-
public of Korea, represenfative (hy its
own =ay-s0 and that of the United
States) of the people of Korea.

if Rboa does represent Noreosm democ-
rocy (omd of cowrse be does mot), then
the United Stotes shows Hs otter dizsdain
for those whom he prewsmably represents,
And if he does not, and he deserves to be

[Turn to last pagel

Who Was

In His ‘Life’ Magazine Articles

HOW THE GPUs ORLOV
~ FRAMED UP SOCIALISTS
IN THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR

The Inside Story by Jesus Hernandez

e« . pages 6-7

Shocked’

By Taft's Speech?

By GORDON HASKELL

Senator Taft's now-famous speech on foreign policy has been de-
nounced by all the liberal supporters of the government’s cold-war policy
who have been able to get into print. And there can be not the slightest
doubt that they are right in showing that his conchwions are reactionary
and would be disastrous for the world if they become the accepted policy

of the government.

Yet the plain, unvarnished truth
of the matter Is that on almost
every point where he stuck o a
description of American policy, he
was telling the truth-—and telling
truths which the administration
conceals behind phrases and which
the liberals rarely dare to face.

The over-all truth which Taft's specch
brought out, in _this case unwittingly, is
the ‘bankruptcy of the present policy of
Washington, which 15 essentially the
same policy as was pursued by the Tru-
manites. The ztatement which iz boxed
on thiz page is one of the most striking
public acknowledgments of this that has
been made by a prominent fizure in re-
cent times.

Therefare - Taft did - some thinking=
aloud about a different policy—which
would be worze. But (also therefore) the
American people have to think abeut a
different poliey, too.

TAFT'S TRUTHS

In- summary, this is the picture Taft
drew for his andience and for the world:

"Certainly,” he said, “our policy has not
been based on any reliance on the United
Motions or on any other country.” To-make
sure he was heard he soon after repeated:
“Again | point out thot this pelicy [of
epposition to Communism] is not a policy
of working through the United Mations, but
is a policy of military allionce.” It iz a
policy designed to “provide arms for all
those naotioms which are sufficiently free
30 we can be reasonably certaln or reason-

“I eannot tonight discuss
all the other problems of for-
eign policy, but as I hear them
discussed in the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee and at the
president’s legislative confer-
ence, I am impressed with the
tremendous difficulty of all of
them and the fact that in no
ease does there seem to be a
satisfactory solution.”—Sen.
Robert A. Taft, Cincinnati

cbly hopeful that they will wse their arms
o fight the Communists if they are ab-
tacked.”™

The UN cannot prevent aggression, he
told his audience (a gathering of the Na-
tional Conference of Christians and
Jews), becaunse of the veto power. “The
United Nations was based on the -theory
of a five-power control of the world,”
and if these five overlords fall out, war
cannot be prevented by the UN struc-
ture. Sinca the U. 5. and Russia are
enemies, the UN ecan only serve miner
purposes in world affairs which are valu-
able “but not as an effectfre means to
prevent aggression,”

He casts “some doubt" on -whether the
UN even had the right to call for troops
from members agpainst Worth Korea, “be-
cause the charter clearly requires the af-

{Continved on page 2

Reveal New Link in Trotsky Murder |

By J. M. F.

New data on the assassination of Trotsky is contained in an article
by*Julian Gorkin, which appeared in Le Figara Littéraire of Paris for
May 2, 1953, Gorkin is a former leader of the Spanish POUM and co-
author with General Salazar of the book Murder in Mexico, detailing

the story behind the assassination.

a

The identity and role has been established of one of the partici-
pants whe figured prominently in the first attempt on Trotsky's life, re-
ferred to in the dossier of the case as "the French Jew," name unknown.

Gorkin mow states that he is the not-unknown doctor Gregory

Rabinovitch, who is of Russian ori-
gin, and once headed the Russian
Red Creoss in Chicago, which was
used as an NKVD blind. Following
the failure of the aHempt he fled
to the United States, narrowly
missing being picked up by the
Mexican police.

“In the Mexican capital remain-
ed his principal eollaborator: Vit-

torio Vidali, an old agent of the
Comintern and the NKVD, known
in Spain during the Civil War as
the commandant Carlos J. Con-
treras. He exercised great influ-
ence in Mexico from 1928 on. He
knew Mexican, Cuban, Spanish,
and North American Communist
activists very well; it was he who

chose those who were to partici-
pate in the first attempt. . . . He is
today the head of the Communist
Party of Trieste.”

ORLOV'S MEN

Technical details of the attempt
on Trotsky’s life were handled by
two NEVD officers, a colonel and a licu-
tenant-colonel, sent to Mexico. by Beria.

“Both had worked in Spain during the
Civil War, notably in Valéncia during
the time that the Republican government
was located in that city. They held no
military post whatever but had power
over officers of even the highest rank who
had been sent from the USSR and werse
controlled from there. Terrorism and es-
pionage—these were their jobs. They
were in permanent contact with the. com-
mandant Orlov, a special representative
af Stalin and head of the NEVD in. Ma-

drid. (Thiz Orlov along with Vittario |

[Tura to lost pagel
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[Continued fram page 1]

firmative vote of all of the five controll-
ing nations, and I don’t think that’ ab-
sence [Russia’s absence because of :its
then boyeott of the Security Counecil]
provides an affirmative vote.”

Attempts have been made to get around
the charter by substituting the General
Assembly for the Security Council. Aside
from the clear illegality of this, it is very
‘deubtul fo me whether we would be wite
#a try to set up ond develop ony such
power. In on Assembly where we have one
vote out of 70, it ten be easily turned
against us in the future.,” (And so it seems
thot, for Taft, it is not really the veto
power in the Council which is the trouble;
in the Assembly, where there is na veto
power, THAT is the difficulty for U. S,
purposes!)

Therefore *we might as well forget
the United Nations as far as the Korean
war is concerned.” Further on he makes
it more general: “as far as the preven-
tion of apgression i3 concerned, it [the
TUN] might as well be forgotten for the
present.”

ANYBODY SHOCKED?

In anticipation of the comments on his
apeech, he said:

“But no one should be shocked at my
suggestion about the United Nations in
Korea because in Europe we have prac-
tically abandoned it entirely. When we

" adopted the North Atlantic Treaty, we

did not ask the United Nations' leave,
and we did not consult it.”

Maybe NATO is possible under the char-

. #er, but “to my mind, it is the complete

‘ankithesis of the charter itself. and while
H maoy not vielate the charter, It cer-
tainly substitutes o military alliance for
the United Mations os o means of pre-
venting Soviet aggression. NATO, follow-
ing the Greek ond Turkish agreements and
the contemplated arrangements with
Spull. is nle-rl-r a uill'llnnr allionce of the
old’ type.” "So today . . . we are really

trying to' arm the world ogainst Commu-
nizt Russia.

How man;. nf the commentators whu
claimed to be “shocked” bothered to re-
fute Taft's plain statement of the facts
about present 11, 8. policy?

So, Taft continued, we have had to
make old-fazhioned military allianees,
and to subsidizé our allies. But we find
that we have no secure allies who will
follow wherever the American govern-
ment leads. The countries of Europe
badly need lo trade with the Fast, and
they are resisting our efforts to prevent
such trade, They want to make some kind
of a political deal with Russia which iz
contrary to the American view of what
should be done. Hence the best thing is to
tell them that they can go their way, and
we will po ours.

THE TAFT LINE

This was one aspect of Taft's speech.
In the other one he inzizted that Ameri-
can land forces can win a war neither
in Asia nor in Europe. “I have always
felt that we should not attempt to fight
Russia on the ground on the continent of
Europe any-more than we should attempt
to fight China on the continent of Asia.”

AWhough Taoft did not say, it is-clear
from positions he hos foken previouwsly
that the United States is to build up I
air force for otomic ottack on Russio and
China and for defense ogainst their atomic _
attack on the United States, and let it go
more or less of that. As he proposed fo
break off oll peace megotictions in Kerea
If the present effort faoils, it may also be
ossured that he proposes to bring Stalin-
ist China to terms by blockode, bombings
and the like.

Within two days of Taft's speech,
President Eisenhower had to make his
roply at a press conference. The furor
caused all over the world by the senator’s
remarks was such that even the great
rompromizer could not avoid expressing
disagresment with Mr. Repuhblican.

True to his nature, the president avoid-

ed any but the most general statement
of disapreement, and delivered a lecture
to the press on the art of keeping in
alliance together. “If you are poing to
#o it alone one place, you of course have
to go it alone everywhere,” he said, and
“no. gingle free nation can live alone in
the world. We have to -have friends.
Those friends have pot to ba tied to you,
in some form or another.” Finally, he had
a fow words to say against “discourage-
ment, frustration or resentment” in the
difficult days that lie ahead.

OUT OF BALANCE

Taft's zpeech was indeed an expres-
sion of “discouragement, Irustration and
resentment.” As such, it reflectz in one
form the szame sentiments which led to
the election of the Eisenhvwer adminis-
tration in the hope that it would find
gome way oul of the blind alley in both
foreipn and domestic policy inte which
the country had been led by the policies
of the Democrats.

But Instead of coming up with some
brand-new appreach, the Eisenhower
“team” has only becn able to continoe
those same policies on the foreign field
with one difference: it is even less aware
of the social dynamie of Stalinism than
was its predecessor, and the problems
themselves grow with time instead of
dizsappearing,

The Stalinist “peoce offensive” haos
thrown the whele fereign strategy of the
government, based as it is on deminantly
military considerations. owt of bolance.
The pull of the Western allies toword a
policy of making some kind of deal with
Ruttia and Ching Increases os such o pol-
ley seems to have some prospect of suc-
cess. and a3 the ceonomic plight of their
governments worsens. And as neither they
nor the American government con odopt
any other, pesitive, pelicy with which to
meet Stalinism in the political field, the
result is imevitably a feeling of frustra-
tion which gees decp im the American

people.

If PHILIF COBEN

The height of the world on ML, Everest
haz been attained by two men, which
means it has been “attained by man,!” as
the saying goes out of courtesy to the
whole human race. It is therefore a pity
that an anonymous Buckingham Falace
spokesman has claimed the schievement
as & “coronation gift” for the queen. .

* This ant's-eye view of a great conguest
muy be pardoned in a functionary whe

undoubtedly all wrapped up in the

.mlnuh“ of orgunizing his little show;

Lt surely it was in the worst possible
4aste, Man has conquered the erown of

.the Himalayss, and this iz not another

tinseled bauble to sparkle at the erown-
ing of a young lady whe ptherwise ap-
pears to 'bn.- of unohjectionable character,

it tempts ws #o point out thet Edmond

rHilhqr is @ New Zeolonder ond Tensing

Meorkay is @ Nepolete Sherpo—these being
#he men who aoctually reached the top
among the "British porty.” Were it not
for that polace spokesman, we would not
wish fo stress this aspect to an Iupﬂlh
cxtent, since it was indeed Britons who
organized, finonced, led, and shored up
the sxpadition in an effort that depended
on teamwork and not merely individual
couragé or brilliance. _

But—a ‘“coronation gift” for the
queen? We note with some approval that
the Wew York Times, in its news index
for the day, listed the event not under
“foreign” news but under the rubric
“zeneral,” which we are willing to take
az symbaolic.

ABOUT THE SHERPAS

Then, not to cavil with the Britizh over

the claim 6f a royal flunkey but to point.

up an intevesting fact about the world,
+we note that it has heen a long time
since that year when a certain British

expedition to Ewverest sought financial

backing in England on the plea that a
sucoeszful

bolster British eolonial prestipe in India
and Nepal. We den't think that Norkay,
the great native Sherpa climber, did it
to “impress the British,” but—it would
seem that the tables have been turned,
wouldn't it7

If thére is to be any nationalistie com-

‘motation“at all attached to the conguest,’
wa would prefer to pot the apotlight on-

this aspect of native self-determination,

congquest of the mountain
would sarve to “impress the natives" and.

That is guile aside from the private view
held by some that, as far as concerns the
human qualities nesded rather than the
economic, the Sherpas could conguer
Everest unaided by Westerners but not
the other way around.

In 1931, when the 25,447-foot Hima-
laya peak Kamet was climbed by a party
of four ineluding one Sherpa, to become
the highest then attained, the thres Brit-
ishers (Smythe, Shipton and Holds-
worth) gave the Sherpa, Lewa, the honor
of going ahead first to set foot on the
summit. That was a touch that honored
the British too.

indeed Englend -hos every right fo be
proud that: it -hos produced the men who
maode wp Colonel Hunt's party and with-
out whom the Mew ZIeolander. and the
Sherpo. could mot hove mode it These
men, in tern, were standing on the shool-
ders of others, They wery standing on the
shoulders of George Mallory, Frank
Smythe, Eric Shipton and the other plo-
neers of the Everest adventure, including
the -Swiss climbers of the last expedition,
all wha went where othars did not dare.
Mot merely becowse they had reconnociter-
ed the mountain, voluable os that wos, but
because they had shewn the way in spirit
and will.

“PSYCHOLOGICAL OBSTACLE"

Spirit? We.are not talking about the
supernatural. ‘It has bean almost a plati-
tude in Everest lore that perhaps the
biggest vbatacle for the climber is psy-
chological. Most immediately, it i3 the
psyvehologien] effect of high altitude
which seems to rob men of their will-
power and induce apathy, pezsimizm and
indifference to- their mission. Hlow much
of the previous record of failure has been
due to the topographical obstacles, cold
and weather, and how much to the fact
that the rarified air of the high places
of * sarth drains --men’s will to fight?
Others have suspected that victory wae
possible before this, that men had to
conquer themselves hefore they could
conguer the summit of the world. (“Have
we vanquished an enemy? None but our-
gelves,” sald Mallory, in the most oft-
guoted post-mortem on the mysterious
how and why of mountain-climbing.)

The strangest true story in the history
of mounteineering. s that of the first

ascent of. Mt.. McKinley's north peak i

Alasgka. . In 1903 Judpe Wickersham's
- ]

' Everest as a Coronation Gift

party had been turned back by unseal-
ahle walls of ice and he decided that the
summit would never be reached except
by airplane or balloon. In 1906 the no-
torions Dr. Cook made a stir with a
faked elaim that he had reached the top.
In 1910 a group of sourdough prospec-
tors and miners from around Fairhanks,
who had heard tell of Cook’s claim, snort-
ed and decided to do it themselves. Nona
of them had ever heen on.a mountain. in
his life, With a stoke of 2500 put up-by
a ‘salvonkeeper, with no "experience, no
training, no plan, no leader, no scientific
knowledge, ne proper equipment or cloth-
ing, ne series of camps, no porters, they

started up.. Far. wesks. they hacked ateps.

ap the Muldrow glacier, bridging crey-
asses, surmounting. thousand-foot. seracs,
till they got to the head df the glacier
and the base of the elimb proper, with
the top towering almost two milez into
the sky above them. At 2 am. on April
10 they started for the summit with the
equipment and food one would take for
an average picnie, and climbed the fear-
saome harriers of ice and snow to the
north peak and back, all in the same day.
Their only mistake was that they should
have turned off to the south peak, which
was 300 feet higher. After they got back
to Bill McPhee's saloon, they never want
back to rectify their littlse error hecause
after all they had to earn a living!

The anly reasan they were able to per-
form this incredible feat was that they
didn't know it was simply impossible.

There iz perhapz no special virtue in
the fact that it was Alaskan sourdoughs
who congiersd Alaska's own  highest
mountain., More important, they were
men who were fired by the need to con-
quer their own world, with the indomit-
able courage to follow their path to the
top despite the advice of the safe, sane,
senzible burghers in the lowlands who
know what's good for them and are much
too disereet tor stick their necks out into
the cutting winds that blow around high
endeavors.

After all, it is probably not so much
Everest that has been conguered as a big
component of the “paychologic obztacle.”
Heneeforth men will know: it has bheen
done; therefore it can be done; men like
us have stood at the top and therefore
we can do it again; we will win becaugs
We Can win.

Who Was Shocked by Taft?—

The dizsintegrative straing in the Amear-
ican alliance are only at the beginning.
At the moment, the United States is at
the peak of an unprecedented economic
hoom. The rest of the capitalist world is
enjoying & much lesser degree of pros-
perity, but on all sidez the fear iz strong
that even this prosperity is flesting, and
will be followed by much worse condi-
tionz,

NOTHING TO OFFER

The political effects of any downturn
in the eapitalist economic eyele are likely
to be so dangerous as to make most sup-
porters of capitalism prefer to think
about other things. But when it comes,
the alliance will be strained to the limit,
and may aplit at its less dorably welded
SENInsS.

Taft and the powerful men who think
s he does, and the millions who think
a% they do, have already decided that they
have had enough of propping up a world
which iz neither s6 thankful nor so de-
pendent that it has to bow to every
American whim. The liberals in both the
Republican and Democratic Parties and
in the country at large are fearful of
what lies shead, but have nothing dif-
ferent to offer. Even among them the
tendeney is to deplore the lack of “under-
standing" of America sbroad as the chief
stumbling-block to an effective anti-Rus-
gian world policy. That is the way they
express their frustration at the failure
of American foreign policy to create a
real mass pro-American, pro-capitalist
sentiment throughout the non-3talinist
world.

But the roct of the difficully lies far
deapar. The real problem i3 not thaot the
peoples of Europe and Asia “don't under-
stond:- America.” It is that they do under-
stand thelr own capitalist systems well
encugh to have litHe if any confidence in
them. And as America’s only pelicy iz o
prop up these systems and prepare them
for World War Ill, they cannot help feel-
ing hostile toward America alse.

WHERE'S LABOR'S LINE?
Thus the frustration with the failure

‘of ‘American policy which: Taft expresses

sharply and clearly today is exprdised
by ‘the liberals in another way, and will
be expressed even more clearly as timé
goes on. But unless a different foreign
policy is put forward by powerful politi-
cal forces in this country, this frustra-
tion can only have consequences as reac-
tionary as those which Taft now pro-
poses. -

Even Taft recognizes that it iz very
difficult, if not impossible, for the United
States to impose its will on its allies in
the long run. “There is another difficul-
ty¥,” he says, “about maintaining the
general policy of a unified world-wide
opposifion to Communism by all free na-
tions: we have to have not only the writ-
ten word, but the real sympathetic sup-
port of our.alliezs in that job.”

Taft thinks in terms of the ruling classes,
the goveraments of other countries, as
American ollies. ‘I¥ is high time that the
labor movemest in this country begam to
think of the workisg people of other coun-
tries os ITS allies, and not just in holiday
spaeches, but as a real basis of ITS fnrligl

policy.

And where these people are con-
cerned, it is not so much a matter of get-
ting their “real sympathetic support,”
Tut of giving them real sympathetie sup-
port in their own struggles against the
foreign imperialists and domestic ex-
ploiters who oppress them. Sueh *“real
sympathetic support” can only be of-
fered in opposition to the preseal govern-
ment which supports their masters. That
iz the beginning of wisdom for a genu-
inely democratic lober foreign policy for
this country and for an end to the frus-
tration which is driving America into
internal hyaterin and eventually to for:
cign ndventures.
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By WALTER BARRON

The month of May in New York City is mostly the
time when the Yankees, Giants and Dodgers begin
to show the fans how they shape up in the pennant
race (the order of the teams is strictly coincidental}.
Baseball fever is about as ever this year but another
race is bidding for attention also—that of the several
hundred citizens who are prospective mayoralty candidates
thiz year,

That the cempaign has begun so scon is a product of a very
general, if usually diffusc. indignation at the state of city affairs.
the importance of Mew York City politics in state and nation,
the "wide-openness” of the roce, and, prebably mest important,
the fact that the old structure of political mochines and local
political loyalties is all but shet. i

New York City politics is in a state of flux and cannot be
diseussed merely in the traditional terms. An example of how
not to do it was provided by the New Leader a couple of weeks
ago, in an article presumably analyzing the local pulit.icnll pic-
ture, The point iz that it might have been just as well written
in 1900, Tts tone was: everyone wants “good government” but
few work for it throughout the year, while the' Tammany ma-
chine politicians are on the job every day, ete, etc, with a
few sideswipez at corruption,

These are the pat elichés of municipal reform (the editors
of the New Leader get scornful only of the “pat clichés" of
radicals), but the clichés have to be re-examined nowadays.
For our part, we think a detailed discussidn of the present
gituation can be best understood after a presentation of the
recent history of New York politics of the last few years.

We begin this in the present article, the development of the
situation and the current state of affairs to be taken up in
subsequent articles.

Auspicious Start

This histerical discussion best begins not se long back—just
four years ago, when the last previous municipal election was in
the offing. However, for the politics of New York City in recent
times that is a long while ego. One remembers with some diffi-
culty the wummer<of 1949 when Williom ©'Dwyer, the incumbant
mayor, played on-agaein f-again-in his decision to run for re-
election. . : | -

To this day what was behind all the maneuvering is still
unknown. The Democratic- political leaders of the different
counties within the city were to nominate District Attorney
Frank Hogan after O'Dwyer seemed to have withdrawn him-
gelf, Then, at almost the last minute, O'Dwyer announced his
willingness to run again. What prompted this decision, what
was behind the coolness of.the Derhocratie bozzez up till then?
Both the background of hiz administration and the subsequent
events suggest some anNSwWers. .

Until the entire story of the political career of William
O'Dwyer iz written, one ean only summarize what his regime
meant. As a person, he symbolized his era as much as Fiorello
LaGuardia had symbolized the previous period and Jimmy
Walker the one before. - :

At the time mentioned, the Democratic Party in the city
seemed in its healthiest state in many, many years. The Tru-
man upset vietory of 1848 had revealed that the country re-
mained Democratic nationally. O'Trwyer, who had originally
opposed the Truman nomination at the convention, was actually
considered a representative of the “true New Deal” wing of
_the party. His vigorous public denunciation of the Taft-Hartley
Hot, something not typical of municipal officials, had endeared
him teomaoch of the labor movement. -

O'Dwyer vs. Machine

- Thus, the likelihood of support from the lobor movement was
possibly an essential reason why the Democratic leaders com-
sented to his renomination. It proved correct when he received
the official backing of both the AFL and CIO In the city. O'Dwyer
thus went into the campoign of 1949 with substantial sepport
fram the New Deal-Fair Deal supporters. .

The typical “machine vote” also seemed “regularly” his. But
he also had something else. He could, and did, claim, with great
justification, that he had earried out many of the practices of
the previous LaGuardia reform administrations. He had kept
LaGuardia’s police commissioner, maintained and extended the
various official positions of Park Commissioner Robert Moses.
He had brought in “experts” from other:parts of the country
to staff important top positions in several departments. Fur-
thermare, he ¢ould -boast that his administration had begun
probably the greatest bufiding program of public projects, in-
ciuding housing, in the city's history. .

Much of thiz he detailed to the Kefauver Committee; that it
was irrelevant to the investipation does not change the rcord.
But O’'Dwyer had one more asset in the public eye: he presented
the image, again with much justification, of being an anti-
organization man. i

O'Dwyer was hardly @ "bossed” mayor; from all evidence he -

“SOCIALISM AND DEMOCRACY"

"LABOR ACTION'S special pamphlet-issue of May
4, entirely devoted to the subject of Socialism
and Demoeracy, is still available in single copies
or bundles—10 cents in single copies. There is
no better statement of the guestion for contem-
porary socialists, Order from:

Labor Action, 114 West 14 Street, N. Y. C.
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himself substantially ran the show. But he was apperently net
satished with controlling the administration. Out of self-defonse,
ambition. or some other unclear motive, be tried fo intervene in
the Democratic Party structure itself, !

His hig effort was the attempt to reorganize the control of
the official, “Tammany,” New York County party. The leader-
ship was, at that time, rumored to be the “Costello wing” of
the machine, symbolized by Manhattan Borough President
Hugo Rogers; the men behind the throne snpposedly were two
dapper old-time politicians, Clarence Neal and Bert Stand. By
maneuverings with various district leaders, O'Dwyer was ahle
to secure a change in leadership, which officially passed to the
“insurgent” Frank Sampson.

The Opposition

But the new leadership did not last for long, The old group
soon maneuvered its way back inte the saddle, and.the conflict
was continued between City Hall and the neighborheod club-
houses, extending to the most sacrosanct of pelitical organiza-
tion. prerogatives—patronage. The Tammany chairmanship
later went to their most vigorous leader in almost thirty years,
Carmine DeSapio, but that is another part of this story.

In his own borough -of Brooklyn, O'Dwyer attempted  the
sume intervention but with little success. The leader there was
Borough President John Cashmore, a “solid” orpanization man.
O0'Dwyer backed candidates whoe ran for district leadership
aguinst the incumbents in several primaries, but who were
generally heaten. Most of thiz cccnrred after 1848; it helped
fosteh the “compromise™ Brooklyn leadership of Frank Sinnott,
and had much to do with. later developments in the second
'Dwyer administration.

But to get back to 1949: the opposition of the Demoeratic
leaders to O'Dwyer in the carly part of the year was probably
opposition to an anti-organization man. Once nominated, this
would help his appeal, ezpecially since his original reputation
came from his “gang-busting” prosecution of Murder, Inc. as
a Brooklyn district attorney. But some of that opposition may
have come from other sources—the leaders may have known
many things that the public did not then know and may still
not know to this day, even though some of the dirt has been
brought to the surface. Even in 1949, according to the Ke-
fauver committee, O'Dwyer's decizion to ron may have been
influenced hy the agents of Costello, whose supposed cohorts in
the party were hig greatest opponents, The full story of those.
evenls are alse still in limbo.

The 1949 Campaign

Onee: nominated, O'Dwyer, with his different types of sup-
pert and appesl, seemed to face a comparatively easy victary
for himself and his slate, and a possible Torther political ad-
vance to some other office. The same year also saw a special -
senatorial election in New York State to 6ill the vacancy cre-
ated by Hobert Wagner's resignation. The likely electoral
strength of O'Dwyer and his ticket was considered a hig asset
for Democratic eandidate Herbert Lehman.

‘Opposed to O'Dwyer for mayor was the combined Republi-
can-Fusion-Liberal slate headed by Newbold Morris, and alse
the American Labor Party ticket headed by Vito Marcantonio,

Merris was a perfect contrast to O'Dwyer. President of the
City Council in two of LaGuardia’s administrations,. be had run
for mayer in 1945 en an independent label and secored a sur-
prisingly high vote. A descendant of one of Mew York CHy's
"oldest fomilies,” he-was, and Is, on omotewr figure-shating tar,
chairman of the board of the drama and music City Center. He
apprar: to have the perfect beckground end leck of a ¥reditional
municipal "reformer.” Known o3 a “boy scout” by some of the
professionals, his fnesse in" politics Is much less than om: Hie
shating riak, os revealed by his head-long resh fo “‘clean wp™—
Truman's Justice Deportment last yeer. * -

The Republican leadership in the ecity, with the wires to
Thomas Dewey's office in Albany ever hot, saw this “do-gooder™
as the right candidite, but was not enthusiastic about the cam-
paign. It remained for the Liberal Party, backed by the unions
that did net support O'Dwyer, to do most of the work.

He Seemed All Set

Thiz proved fairly’ awkward, for the Liberals were also sup-
porting Lehman for senator, Somehow they. were-able 4o com-
hine applause (at Hepublican rallies) for Morris' daily charges
of corruption in the Democeratic Party with applause (at Demo-
cratic rallies) for Lehman's attacks on the reactionary Repuh-
licans. .

Morris and his tieket did better than many expected. Appar-
ently the combination of old-time wrath against “Tammany"
and Liberal Party support could eommand enough. votes to
show that the Democratic Party's automatic hold on the city's
voters was too casily assumed. With Marcantomico’s vote the
last really sizable vote that the ALP has pulled, O'Dwyer's
total was only a little more than a majority.

Yet he had received a majority in a three-cornered race, he
had been re-elected, the appeal of his administration was ap-
parently very wide, and he was not “tied down™ to the “ma-
chine,” The political future of the mayor and his party in the
city appeared, indeed, very bright in November 1549,

One should now announce—preferably in the throbbing. voice
of a radic narrator—that now, ot a time when O'Dwyer’s second
$erm shouwld sHll have some six menths %o go, he Is not only out
of City Hall but indeed virtually a fugitive frem the coyniry.
And his Democratic Party is in a weaker position in ll-'-r‘l'dl't
City than ot almost any previcus time since Aarom Burr led s
first campaigns in the 1790s. ; )

What happened in-between in O0'Dwyer's seeond administra-
tion will concern us in the next article.

{To be continsed)
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Era of Happy

By M. J. HARDWICK

DETROIT, June 1—“Unléss some-
thing unexpected happens,” said
P. Reuther, CIO--and
United Auto Workers president,
“we can look forward to a long

period of happy relations between
management and the auto workers,” =

This was hiz reaction last week Lo the
modifieations in the currenl five-year
contracts which Chrysler, General Mo-
tors and Ford have agreed to, with many
;:\:thnr smaller companies alse falling in
e,

The assumption thet o one-cent raise
in the gnnual-improvement foctor for the
vast bulk of aute workers whe are on the

production lines will create happy rela- -

tions between lobor ond management in
the shops is ot best poetic license. *
How does this square, for example,
with the recent warning that Reuther
made about impending layoffs due to the
excessive rate of production among the
auto manufacturers? Or the many speed-
up fights which continue in the shops?

CLOUDS ON HORIZON

Current events at the Borg-Warner
plant in Muncie, Indiana, likewise sug-
gest that all that glitters is not ggld.
Local union leaders refused last week to
submit to the membership of the Borg-
Warner plant a settlement negotiated for
them, on the ground that it did not solve
the basic issues in dispute. The TTAW-
CIO took the very unusual step of calling
a mass meeting over the heads of the lo-
cal union leadership to settle the strike,

Emil Mazey, UAW secreary-treasurer,
was sent to Muncie to speak to the rank
and file on the settlement. His plans for
u meeting were reported to be canceled
when a meeting hall for that session was.
declared not available. It was expectad -
that he would speak to the membership
over the radio, o et [
- On another front, two Important cer-
porations, Internaticmal MHarvester ond.

Allis Chalmers, annosnced fwo-cent wage -

cuts beginning June 1 to ifs emplayees
under UAW contract. This ereates quite o
crisis In that important feld,

.THE SCARE BOOMERANGED - *

Unquestionably, the modifications in -

the major contracts, no matter how small

may seem, have given a bogst to the
steel workers in their contract demands.
At least, that is how one important steel
eorporation official viewed the situation.
He bewailed the fact that such a reason-
able man as David J. Macdonald, steel
workers' gonion president, would not dare
be a0 reazonahle now,

“In’ terms of longerange effect, the
“solation” of labor-management relations
by direct negotiations, such as appears -
likely in all major industries now, makes
the CIO'% dire predictions of the imme-
diaté results of the Republican victory,
somewhat less than prophetic. In fact, it
will tend to make the CIO% political ,
claims subject to rore suspicion in the
future.

; Mot the least of the reaseons why  the
ranks in the shops accept quistly, almoest
thankfully, any breed crumbs frem -man-
agement in the form of meodifications of
the controct ls that they had been hard-

ened to expect the worse. Anythi e
seems much better. e S

THE
BENDING
CROSS

A BIOGRAPHY OF
EUGENE V. DEBS

by
Ray Ginger i

Now, while they last
only $1.00 :
Order from:

Labor Action Book Service
114 West 14 Strest, N. Y, C.
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-I'cIEWl YORI{ COLLEGES HEAI.'IEB B"f M:CARTHYITE

By ELI RUBIN

The choice of a fervent McCarthy supporter, Joseph B. Cavallaro,
as the new chairman of the Board of Higher Education, policy-making
... agency of the four New York City public colleges, may mean a new

- phasé in the fight for academic freedom in the city and points up a lesson

. i' ur liberals.

" As a result of Cavallaro’s victory 3tatﬂmeni3 auppurtmg the investi-

gntm'ns of congressional commit-

. tees into the city colleges and wel-
coming another purge, students
and . liberals must prepare them-
selves to convert their fight for
~aeademie freedom from mere lit-

. grary excursions into active struggle,

" The election of Caovallare came o3 o
shock to liberals whe hod blinded them-
‘selves to what was actually happening te
the ‘composition of the board during the
- O'Dwyer and Impellitteri regimes. At the
time of the clection of Ordway Tead, the
board's last chairman, in 1949, there were
only fweo abetentions, cne of them being
Cavallare's. Since then, the eppeintments
to the board by Impellitteri have consisted
almost exclusively of reoctionaries mup-
ported by the American Legion or kindred
groups.

With the increasing witchhunt atmos-
phere and the high-pressuring of the
Americanism Committee of the New
York County American Legion and
Rabbi Schultz’s Joint Committes Apainat
Communism, Tead’s vacillating, middle-
of-the-road leadership was pushed more

2 _ and more inte a cormer. When Tead,

unable to withstand the pressure, an-
nounced his intention to resign, his sup-
porters selected another half-hearted lib-
eral, =zenior board member Charles H.
Tuttle, as their candidate.

JUMPIN' JOE'S STYLE '

Tuttle, & T6-year-old religious leader
and president of the Naotional Republican
Club, eould offer no leadership and, in a
stormy session, withdrew to make Cawval-
lare’s victory unanimous,

 With Tead storming out angrily and

L . " séveral board members grumbling about

the "“blits,"” Cavallaro accepted the com-
. gratuolationz of the Legion and Rabbi
Schultz, his supportars, and called for a
. mew jnvestigation into the colleges, In

typical McCarthy style, he announced his
Inahility to differentiate the views of his
erities from those of the Daily Worker:
“I "do not know which came first."

K was these remarks which premphed
indignant attacks from such groups o the
Public Education Association, Liberal Par-
ty and Teachers Gulld, as well as the lib-
eral press. Unfortunately, the failure of
such . liberel groups to toke o firm and
uncompromising stand for academic free-
dem and against the witchhunts have been
importent components of this setback.

The Cavallaro case is a clear-cut exam-
ple of the fact that MeCarthyism can-

e Y
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‘Board of Higher

not be at.up'ped until its opponents build
up pressure for academic freedom which
can stem the tide against it. This is a
lezgon which Tiberals have apparently not
vet learned. ‘The appointments to the

board by ©'Dwyer and Impellitteri did

not receive the aective rebuke they de-
served, vet they- were responsiple far
prodiicing the majority which elected
Cavallare. For the umpteenth time, the
liberale have shut the barn door after
Ithef' hiprse has galloped away,

WANTS MORE POWER

Nor have the liberals built up a lobhy
sufficiently strong to combat the shrill
gereechinge of Rabbi Benjamin Schuoltz,
ecoordinator of the MeCarthy lobby
known as the Jeint Commitlee Against
Communizm. Schultz, who deseribes
Cavallare as “an intimate friend of
mine,” has long been notorious for his
attemptz to “fight communism in the
Education.” That
Tead's resignation “for personal rea-
sonz" was a result of hiz refusal to ac-
knowledge the communications  of
Schultz's committee is no secret.

Working with David Clark Cabeen,
Americanism Committee chairman,
whose American Legion post authorized
him to extend Cavallaro “the group's
best wizshes if he were elected,” the
know-nothings have raised the loudest
volces both in the board and in City Hall.
Cavallare, who alzo believes there should
be “some emphasis on religion in eity col-
leges,” serves as their puppet. _

Whereas the Board of Higher Education
hos mever had the centralized pewer of
Jonsen's Board of Educotion, Cavollore's
continual comparison of himself o Jonsen
indicates that he intends to take on mere
power for himself than Tead wes willing
to accept. This means thot he intends te
infringe more and more on the prerega-
‘tives given previously only. to the four
city college presidents.

But while the liberal organizations and
press' “express concern,” students must
pird themselves to prevent further at-
tacks on their professors and themselves.

-

Speaking His Mind
To the Editor:

I've just resd the “Socialism and De-
mocracy” izszue of LABOR AcTion, and 1

think it's a fine issue, well-halanced and
easily the most definitive thing of its kind

‘in recent times; it makes me féel that my

contribution to the Fund Drive was wall-
spent. I was especially glad to see
Shachtmen's admission of Bolshevik mis-
takes, which iz all too seldom ineluded in
refutations of the erities. of the October
Revelution, I was happy, too, to sec you
write of a readaptation of Marx for the
present time, an idea not far from my
plea for a reconstitution of Marxism in
medern terms.

1 should like to say, though, that T
think it iz unfortunate and unpurposeful
that the ISL continuez to cling to the
memory of Trotsky so much. I do not
wish to minimize his importance, but I
think the whole school of Marxism be-
ginning with Lenin represents only one
line of thinking, important more because
of the events conneeted with it than for
any really valuable contributions to so-
cialist tM¥ught as it may be applied to-
day. I number Lenin and especially Trot-
gky among my revolutionary herces, but
I believ@&equally as much if not more can
be learmed from the British soeeialist
writers, particularly Cole and Tawney,
and I .think their reasoning is better
suited to a eountry of democratic tradi-
tions.

In your article “What to Learn from
Stalinism"” you pose the question of demo-
cratic vs. undemocratic state ownership
and eontrol of industry. Certainly, as an
only alternative, democratic state owner-
ship is to be preferred. But I am at this
gtage convinced of the necessity for a

greater diversification of power; democ-

rucy funetions best in a community shar-
ing similar interests, that is, it tends to
have a better prospect of success in in-
verse proportion to the number of its
participants. One of the many reasons
for the failure of Bolshevism and the
rise of Stalinism was the apathy of the
muasses after the strenvous years of the

Civil War and the failure of the German

and Hungarian Communists to take and
hold power. Why this apathy? I believe
it is in large measure aided by the re-
moteness of the government and its pat-
tern of nationalization, with everything
centralized in far-off Moscow.

Economic efficiency is only served up
to a certain point hy centralization, and
democracy to an even lower point. To
illustrate the latter, it suffices to compare

local and international elections in any
lahor union. You vote for the head of
your loeal on a basis of knowing the can-
didates more or less personally, and for
the prezident of the union on the basiz of
other people’s recommendations.

I have learnt much from Bertrand
Ruszsell's Roads to Freedom and Taw-
ney's The Acquisitive Society to supple-
ment the observations of common sense—
and, [ might add, the Aktisnsprogromm
of the (German Social-Democratic Party,
adopted last year, SBome of the key fea-
tures of this thinking are: Local self-
government to the preatest possible ex-
tent, especially on matters immediately
congerning  individual communities but
not directly affecting others. Socializa-
tion iz not always best achieved by na-
tionalization; only national basic indus-
tries should be nationalized, others should
be municipalized or, where it iz feasible,
cooperativized. The important primary
aim -in every case is to remove profit-
making as the determinant factor in so-
cial relations, replacing it by a variety
of forms of democratic non-profit or
profit-sharing (minus of course the capi-
talist conception thereof) enterprises,

You will say that none of this is new.
Granted; I have told you where the ideas
come from. They don't come from Marx,
Lenin or Trotsky — which is nothing
apainst them. But I do think these are
important concepts, perhaps more im-
portant for the atiraction of Americana
today to the cause of socialism than the
rather abstruse questions of the Russian
Revolution and the meaning of Marxism
which understandably engage the atten-
tion of socialist intellectuals. I first came
to the ISL with the view that it is more
important to make people socialist-mind-
ed than to instruct them in a particular
idealogy, and 1 still maintain this view—
and I also still think the ISL is the most
likely to succeed of all the socialist ten-
dencies now in existance.

Do not mistake my intentions. T do not
disapprove in any important key with
the viewpoint of the [SL, except its teo
narrow adherence to Marxism and par-
ticularly its Russian expression. What I
do want to see is & hroadmmz of ine-
tarest, a widening of r, scope of ideol-
ogy to include such in umcau ag I have
mentiofied, and especially a ebheern with
prm:tu:u—“lf We WETe in POWET now, e
would promulgate, &e. .. ."

I hope you'll receive this in the con-
structive epirit in which it is intended, T
don't expect to change the world or even
the ISL overnight, but I'd be a poor =o-
cialist if I didn't speak my mind.

Roy HOLLISTER

End of a Revolution” by Fritz Stembery |
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THE END OF A REVOLUTION, by Fritx
Sternberg.—Joha Day, M. Y., 191 pages,
53,

e -

By HAL DRAPER

Sternberg's new book is, all in all, a
dizappointment, even given the reserva-
tions .Aabout hig competence which we
made a year age in reviewing his pre-
vious opus, Capitalism and Soecialism on
Trial {LaBor AcTioN for April 14 and
28, 1952). His strong points, which we
pointed to in that review, are now a good
deal weaker; and his weak points are no
better.

The End of a Revolution iz a slim
book, hardly more than a large pamph-
let in hard covers, and perhaps it should
not be judgped by the ambitious-looking
program for it which iz set eut in its
table of contents; since it turns out that
each of the very interesting subjects in

that table iz “covered"” by a few papes,

somelimes very desultory pages, But this
points to one of Sternberg’s troubles.
What exactly was he trying to get inte
this small seope? A social-economic anal-
yeig? It izn't-there. A rounded descrip-
tion of the Stalinist =ociety? It would
have been unfair to expect it of him. A
theory of the nature of Stalinism? What
there iz of this could have besn put on
one page, and would be bhetter in less,
His forte is economics but (2) he main-
Iy leans heavily for much of hiz matarial
an other recent books, particularly Harry
Schwarlz's Russia's Soviet Economy, and
(b) his sketchy remarks are mainly de-
seriptive, inadequately so. If he could

. have made any contribution on the sub-

ject of Stalinizm, it wonld have been in
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this field, but as far as we can see he did
not even try.

Sternberg’s strongest point up ta now
has been his political program for fight-
ing Stalinism. He still writes in a vein
which eounterposes socialism to the Stal-
inizt system, butl no longer explicitly, The
program for a “Socialist United States
of Europe" which he has vigorously ad-
vocated now appears as a reference to a
“fres United States of Europe,” and pre-
cisely for him, this eliminates the whole
point of his previous program and his
arguments for it, which rested on the
idea of matching the Stalinizst dynamie
with a progressive gocial program.

Inatead, his emphasis is now merely on
a Reutherite Point 4 program for Asia,
and a pious recommendation that West-
ern rearmament (which he is now for
with lively enthuosinsm) should be or-
ganized “in such a fashion" that Eurc-
pean living standards . . . are not still
further depressed,”

RETROGRESSICN

Last year we noted how his view on
Stalinism had changed from book to book
and analyzed his then ecurrent one. The
new bopk represents a further change,
though az before unaccompaniad by any
real analyzis. Whereas he had represent-
ed Stalinism ns & mixture of “progres-
give” and “reactionary” elements, impli-
citly halaneing one against the other, now
we find that Russia js the “most reaction-
ary state in the world,” period. If thiz
merely reprezented the loss of his rve-
maining pro-Stalinist illusions, it woeuld
be one thing; actually, it iz plain that

-it_ig the other gide of an inereasing ree-

onciliation with capitalism and its war
program. As a matter of fact, withal, he
gtill insists that there iz no necessary

Sternberg Takes One Step Forward and Two Back

drive to expansionism within the Stalin-
ist system; since presumably he still be-
lieves {or does he?) that imperialism is
inherent in capitaliam, thiz would enforce
gome conclusions on his part, but his only
conclusion from it is the possibility of
peaceful coexistence.

With regard to any theoretical analy-
sis of Stalinism, Sternberg is entirely
up in the air, except for the conviction
(previously announeced in Capitalism and
Seetnlizm) that it is neither capitalist
nor soecialist. On page 12 he predates this
to the Hussian Hevolution itself, which
introduced this “new kind of =ocial zys-
tem." But on page 10 he had said that
the revolution “after a while . . . began
to degenerate”—but, if page 12 is true,
from what? The terminology about “de-
generalion” is an unthopght-out hangs
over for him. In fact, on page 12 itself,
we read that “in the'vears which followed
the Revolution,” there was “a fonda-
mental change in the social structure of
the eountry’—again, from what? There
is much more of this sort of thing, and
very little else on this question.

The End of a Revolution iz Sternberg
at his very weakest, unfortunately.
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By ALBERT GATES

The SWP majority and its “theoretician™
Hansen, as we saw at the end of last week's
article, refuse to draw the political logic of
their estimate of the nature of the Stalinist
states, thereby pulling back from a line which

leads inexorably to an orientation toward Stal-
inism. The minority i willing to push along thiz course.

How did Hanzen get out of the dilemma? By inveigh-
ing against “the slipshod identification of Stalinist
parties with Stalinism in general,” and trying to estah-
lish the character of the Russian bureavcracy by half-
truthe ledged in false theory. Note the following
ytterly fantastic assertions which are at odds with the
truth about Russia:

“The Soviet bureaneracy iz composed of first and zee-
ond generation White Guards, Mensheviks, former capi-
taliats, degenerated Bolsheviks and fascist types, to-
gether with a small passive minority that reflects the
gocial interests of the workers. This counter-revelution-
ary grouping governs through the Bonapartist dictator-

ship of Stalin. By Bonapartism in this case we mean,

a counter-revolutionary regime resting on  property
forms that-are the produoct of revolutionary conguest.
While defending these, it does so through political forms
that gre the antithesis of those seen during the rise of
the revolution. The usurpation of power by this caste
represents the first stage of the bourgecis restoration
in the depenerated workers state.

“The cazte has all the vicez of & ruling class and none
of its virtues. It clings to itz social position, its mate-
rial privileges, with a desperation and fury exceeding
that of any ruling class yet known, Viewed politically
it iz counter-revolutionary to the core, its methods
paralleling most eclosely those of the Nazi regime. It is
no exaggeration to say that the oligarchy headed by
Stalin as zemi-crowned emperor is the scourge of the
Soviet Union. Only capitalist counter-revolution hased
on the destruction of the present property forms could
prove worse,"

Late Discovery

When Honsem writes that a capitalist counter-reveolu-
tion would be “worse,” he s indicating ence again the
official Cannonite view that they must defend, agoinst
capitalism, Fhis "unlm which iz "coonter-revolution-

ry_ ¥o the core” ond whose methods are like those of

Nazis, ¢fc. That is the peint of his raising the ques-
ﬂnl of 'which Is the "worse™ of these two evils. This view
is that defense of Russion Stalinism is the “lesser evil"
This cholce reswlts from making a fetish of matienalized
property forms. That is why Homsen hos discovered, 35
years after the revelution, that the bureawcracy is com-

posed not only of second-generation White Guardists but

first-generation o3 well: thot it is composed of former
capifalists, Ménsheviks, etc.—everyone except those who
really eompese it, the original Stalinist gang and a whele
new generation of awthentic Stalinist types who grew uwp
and were educated, frained ond conditioned by the new
Stalinist society.

We are not yet through. For we still have to account
for the “revelutionary” course of the counter-revolu-
tionary regime.

“The ohjective frame of Stalin's politics,” =ays Han-
sen, “is determined by the interests of the caste. The
limits are set by the new social relations in the Soviet
Union. . . . It is true that representing only the first
stage of the hourgeois restoration, the horde of rapa-
vious, gungster-minded bureauncrats constituting the
caste is still forced o operate through property forms
that are secialist in principle. This is its basic contra-
diction. It has progressively undermined these property
forms inherited from the October Revolution until to-
day they are extremely weakened and from the view-
point of socialist content scarcely recognizable. Never-
thel-.sa., it has not destroved these forms up to now, and,
in pushing beyond the frontier of the Soviet ‘Umon
under the impact of World War II, has even exported
them. . . . Viewed from the intereztz of the Soviet Union
as a whole, the polities of the Kremlin appears irra-
tional, even 'fantastic,” as [ heard one comrade say...."

. It fosters the tendencies within the Soviet Union
toward beurgesis relatisns, It is in viclent contradiction
to thé planned economy, to the needs of the soviet
masses, and to the idterests of the imternational work-
ing class, Insofar as it defends the remains of the Octo-
ber Revolution against imperialism its sections have a
progreszive comtent but we do not place this aspect on
an equal plane with its counter-revolutionary role, . ..
The counter-revolutionary pols iz the active and pre-
dominant one. Even this does not quite give the full
picture, for counter-revelution permeates Stalinism, so
that everything it touches becomes contaminated. Even
such actions as can be considered progressive in and of
themselves are infected by counter-revolution and in
velation to other factors are not progressive.”

From the Same Theory

Although the minority occephs much of the "abjective”
analysis made by Honsen, it cos ond does. on the baesis
of a similarity of #heory, arrive ot other conclusions.
Bath agres thot the bureawcrocy ix @ caste, not a class,
and thot it rests spom progressive property forms, But
where Hansen will grant the bureaucracy a meassre of
"indepandence” from these “socialist” preperty forms in
order to invent an orgument thot bureauerocy is destroy-
ing them ot o ropid rate, the minority. on the basis of
common views, anaihilates Honsen's arguments.
kel writes, for sxample:

“, .. it would be more correct to zay that the inter-
relations between the major clazses determine the
course of the Kremlin, than to put it the other way
around, as Hansen does. Kremlin politics do nol and
cannot have an independent and szelf-zustaining charac-
ter precisely because of the very fact that Hansen takes
such pains to conceal in his earlier section, namely:
that the Kremlin i3 not o clogs but a porasilic growth
upon a clage which expreszges the intereste of itz sociol
fouwndation in o distorted way, and in o way which
furthermore reflects through itself the tntercats of alien
clogses, The Kremlin does not make independent policy,
but mirrers it in a crooked glass, showing us therein

both its social foundation and the pressures of the ma- |

jor classes, Thiz has always been our conceptions. . . .
“The key to this riddle is not so difficult as might
seem at first glance, The burcaucracy has its own per-
manent and independent interestz but it does not pos-
sess its own permanent and independent clase forces
corresponding to thoze interests. Thuz it must try to
give expression to its own interests by dependent and
conjunctural policies by trying to adjust them 'to
interests of the two major social classes. The interesiz
of the bureanecracy drive it to pursue the will-of-the-
wisp of bureaucratie self-prezervation through unstable

-and shilting policies in accordance with the possibilities
‘Lleft open by the clazs strupgle.!
¢ nal—A. G.)

{ Emphasis in the arigi-

Oriented on Stalinism

According to Hansen's point of view, there is no rea-
son why the but*gaucracy ghould not re-establish capi-
talism—absolutely “none. _ It is “eonnter-revolutionary,
anti-socialist, has :umplnt-LIy undermined the property
refations, which only spt “limits” to the conduct of the
bureancracy. It should be clear, however, from Hansen's
own analysis of the state of affaivs in Russia, that noth-
ing except the lack of “desire,” without any good rea-
gon, keeps the bureaveracy from re-establishing capital-
ism, The minority, however, grants little or no measure
of independence to the buremucracy, insisting that it
acts in all important respects on the basiz of the control
and influence of the property forms and the class which
produced it!

There you have it! If you don’t understand all of this,
it is becanse yvou don't grasp the dialectics of the Fourth
International and the SWP. The bureaueracy, which
both groups have agreed to take as “a closs starting
point,” has its base in the petty- -bourgeaisie and bour-

+ peoisie inside and dutside Russia,” But its base is also
the socialist property forms which have been “under--

mined” and ‘are “zearcely recognizable!” It is indepen-
dent of the working class of Russia and the property
forms, yet it cannot tear itself from these two forces,
Finally, the bureaucracy, which representz the "first
stage of bourgenis restoration,” tries to make deals with
the world bourgeoisie, but is driven to make the revelu.
tion as a result of pressure from the working class and
the colonials magses, So, it is both counter-revolutionary
and revolutionary . . . from a socialist paint of view!
The majority emphasizes its  eounter-revolutionary
character, while the minority emphasizes its revolution-
ary ahility, driven forward by the revolutionary masses:

In haoiling the Stalinist revolutions as the ferce simul-
fansously undermining Stalinism and advancing socialism,
the minerity urges the movement to enter the Stalinist
ond Stolincid organizaotions to cet as a "left wing" in

‘angthing be clearer gs to what the minority's pwnt.wﬁ.r

Revolution to pose the question in all its sharpness auﬂ' o ;
elarity, That what was involved was not some ghst
thearetical problem but the fate of our movement itself
‘was demonstrated by the catastrophe that had over-
taken Chinese comrades. Mired by out dated slogans &
and conceptions they failed to recognize the Third Chi- "
nese Revolution when it happened, viewing it as another
betrayal of the 1925-27 variety, and were left complete
on the sidelines in the midst of the preatest upheaval
sinee the Russian Oectober,”
- In attacking “Slullnophubla" and defending what is,
aptly. called the minority’zs “conciliation to Stn.]mism,""
Frankll elaborates the above view:
. Hansen failed to see the existence in' the party
of tt‘ﬂdﬂuu&u which to this very day refuse to recognize
the overturn in Eastern Europe which ereated new
workers' states [already the word “deformed” is
dropped, and to quote a contemporary, not by accident—
A."G.). Hds he failed to zes a trend of thought which
wants to pretend that nothing has changed, that thers
has been no left turn by the Stalinist movements [eould.

really is?—A. G.], which believes that we can meet
Stalinist movement today in exactly the same way e
met it in its past period? Does he not recognize that thi
trend of thinking has prevented many of our movements
from comprehendimg reality, and has led to dizaster im
a number of important countries? He does not have sgr
much as a single word to say about this matter!” -

Improvised Policy

if Hansen-hosn't o single word o say about this slane
der of the Chinese and other Trotskyists it is becowse
the theoretical position of the majority has paralyzed I-l_'

matic, improvised and instinctive, and is barren of prin- =
ciples. For whot the mincrity Is saying is that the Trotaky- '; <
ists have been wiped out in China by the Mao regime, =
in precisely the same way thet the Stalinist regime li. i
Rumsia wiped out the Opposition, becouse they rema

critical cpponents of the Chinese Stalinist movemant nll

ity. the Chinese Trotskyists should have supperted H-.:
and his Stalinist revolution. critically to be sure (what-
ever that may mean in a secial upheavall, but luppnrhd
it nevertheless, . -

Because the Chinese Trotskyists did not recognize the ..
“left turn by the Stalinist movements,” reflected
‘partlvularir in the “third Chinese- ra#oluﬂnn," they sud= =~ =~ .
cumbed and . . . it was really their own Tault!- The!’?: ot
should not have opposed the Mao mévement. =

This is a slander of the victims of Chinese Stl!mi.uﬁ
as it is of the vietims of Stalinism in all otheér countries,
The one who first gave voice to this slapder was Michell =
Pablo, the spokesman of the Fourth International. The
minorit:r are popularizing the slander, But why the ma- P
jority Was remained silent is comprehensible only on tlm 3
basts of their own feeble position.

The dispute between them iz not left at that point. In
the cage of Horea, which both sides have deseribed as .
being the scene of a civil war, a “revolution” promoted -
by the North Koreanz and which ought to be defended,
the minority takes exception # Hansen's position that
he would tell the North Koreans that their leadership
is counter-revolutionary. Frankel is aguinst this kind of =
caution, asserting that the task in Korea is to give the
same-kind of support to the North Korean Stalinists ag &
they would to a strike led by a.conservative union @.

these circles on the ground that the “world and the posi-  bureaucracy!

tion of Stalinism ia it have altered sharply.” Where the ) ': li-r
majority wrges a coutions atfitude toward the Stalinist . i
revolutions, the minority ard the Fourth Inhmﬂml:‘ Ihe Mﬂjﬂrlfy s D'ﬁ‘:""? e Ik

warn the world Trotskylst movement o change s ohH-
tude toward these revolutions or foce' peril.

Hanszen izsues the note of caution, quite out of line™™

with these theories, that “Ag for the Tito regime, it has
revealed that an edueation in the school of Stalinism
does not exactly constitute & guaruntee that the gradu-
ates will follow a revolutionary course even if, under
mass pressure, they take the road of independence from
the Kremlin and come to power.” This means that the
Tite regime is judged to be politicelly counter-revolu-
tionary.

“The unfaverable turn in Yugoslavia after the prom-
ising beginning . . . should serve to remind us to be
doubly cautious about China. There the relations be-
tween Peking and Moscow remain enigmatie and the
leadership of the Chinese revolution up to the present
stage has far from made clear what its ultimate pro-
gram will turn out to be. I for one am net yet prepared
to give them o vote of political confidence—that does
not alter my recognition of the colossal significance of
the Chinese revolution and itz world-shaking potential.”

Cannonites Hesitate

We are now getting closer to the real difference be-
tween the factions. It is thiz attitude of the majority
which the minority finds most reprehensible. Although
the majority agrees with the minority on the rise of the
“revolutionary curve,”" it accepts this “fact” hesitat-
ingly, not quite certain ef thiz pozition. It emphasizes
the connter-revolutionary nature of Stalinism; the ‘mi-
norily emphasizes the “revolutions” and the contradie-
tory nature of Staliniem, ending up in an apologia fer
Stalinism. The minority has made a vieious, Stalinoid
attack on those Trotskyists who retained the traditional
position of Trotzkyism in countriez where the Stalinist
counter-revalution triumphed, by denouneing their in-
transigent attitude toward Stalinism.

In the official document of the minority, it mte-

“It remained for the developments in Eastern Eu-
rope, the Yugoslay events and finally the Third Chinese

_movements, That is why it has developed its hmer’mnn

Frankel also atfacks the kind of caution expressed in
the Militant which printed, during American-Russiam =
negotiations in Germany, a cartoon “placing Moscow.om
an equally mprehenmble level mﬁh—ﬂnshmgtnn" The J i
minority, you see, is against all caution ‘in reference ta.
tha support of the Stalinist revolutions and the Stalinist

potiey of concilintion toward Stalinism. '.fr-"-'-

When Hanszen attacked Bartell's_statement that the
American CP “could be said to be rife with '"Trotskyist. 'ﬁ’.‘
conciliationism' " as an error, Frankel demands that =
Hansen, “give his own appraisal of the situation in the =
Stalinist ranks. He confines himself to pointing out.
what others say. What does Hansen say? That nothing
has changed in the relation hetween the Stalinist ranks .
and ourselves? Or that perhaps there has been a consid-.
erable change, but Bartell exaggerates? We may be able
to arranpge a compromizse with Hansen if only we can, _-
et same idea of his estimate,” Egr

But Hansen’s attack on Bartell is sufficient to estab- ‘...r'
lish what his position iz, namely, that Bartell's estiate f‘
is wrang., At least, naithﬂr Hansen nor the majority
agree with it. If this difference does establish. e'ldrlty‘
about the views of the majority, there is no doubt what-.
ever about the position of the minority.

The difficulty of the majority, as we have already said;
i» Hs completely false position on Russia ond Stolinism,
a posltion which H formally helds In common with the
minority. If deet net see that the buredoerdey in Rusald
is @ new class resting wpon o new socidl foundation u# . )
nationalized property. I+ does not see the Rossian soclety 7
as a new exploitive system with a naw, but destructive ~
class character. N

The nalionzlized economy under the conditions _u_ﬁ A
claze disfranchizement, the destruction of all organiza- |}
tions of the workers and peasants, the destruction nfz"
any and sll forms of democracy, have raised the bureaus e
cracy to the position of a new kind of ruling clazs. Thish =
bureaucraw did not weaken the property forms of H.nﬁ,}
sin, as Hansen contends, but has strengthened v
immeasurably despite the pages and pages of no

IContiawed on page T)
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~ Thia is the second installment of a section from the
r gensational book, published in Mexico, by a for-
top leader of the Spanish Communist Party, Jeaus
Hernandes. The part we are publishing deals with the
role- of the Russign GPU it organizing the. frameup
ithe POUM and the murder of Andres Nin. Trans-
ad- from . La. Baulln, the POUM's organ.
ﬂﬂﬂw the organizer af the GPU in Loyalist Spain,
gince then himself broken with Moescow, and, from
-mm published o« sericz of erticles itn Life mageszine
o “Stalin's erimes,” Tt would be interesting to have
Bia: version of the story here told by Hernandez!—Ed.

¢ In the government Dr. Negrin had assigned
me two cabinet portfolios, public education and
health. Prieto was in charge of national de-
fbnse: Zugazagoitia, a Socialist, of public ad-
ministration: Colonel Ortega, Communist, of
the General Security Administration.

. Two or three days after the formation of the

w government, 1 was awakered at dawn by
ﬁe insistent ringing of the phone,

. “Who's that? . .."”

-”“Hello' Drtegn. -

Then:

" “No warrants. Let him come see me at the

i ﬂumstry I

. " “ftexpect them at 10.”

" "The NKVD was in operation. The simian
fage of “Marcos” came back to my memory. 1
‘premembered that he had told me: “Orlov and
]!'Pe!nv will lay it all before you."”

“Ortega had just told me that Orlov had

E—' g *ﬂwn up in the General Security Administra-

‘i #lon asking for some arrest warrants against
- warious leaders of the POUM, without telling

3 "'Ilt ministry anything about it.

* 'Punctually, as precise as a chronometer,

”* ﬁrluv came to my office at 10 sharp in the

i J:Eﬂmmg

*‘-e; mdv at Work

- . He was almost six and a half feet in height,
mth elegant and refined manners. He spoke

Egammh with some facility. He was not more

than 45 years old. At first glance, no one would

~ have suspected that behind that seeming air of

" distinetion was one of the most intransigent

. and- sectarian NKVD operatives, He held the

zp:n.k of commandant and functioned as imme-

. diate aide of “Marcos,” whom I had not seen

~ again after our interview with Rosemberg at

'_f the Soviet embassy in Valencia.

. With the breeziness of men who were accus-
" tomed to command fear and respect, he extend-
- edhis hand to me by way of greeting and took
J ;;i..;a seat with easy familiarity.

.-;u\.‘:"' @fn"ﬁ" "1':‘ - E

' of .admonishment, “you’ve delayed our work

this morning.”

“Pardon me, my friend Orlov, but I.didn’t

kmw what was up—and I don't know even

m.w L1}

=t “But you knew it was our agency that had

. dsked for the warrants of arrest—" he said in

. am:inguiring tone.

i "I knew you were one of those that had asked

4 ﬁ:}r it, but what I didn't know was why and

* against whom these warrants were asked, and

'élso why yvou had to by-pass the ministry.”
A while ago ‘Marcos’ informed me that you

undéerstood the nature of our job and were

~ ready to remove official difficulties for us.”

L o “Marcos told me a story about espionage and

-H-;- 'I dffered, if necessary, to bring the case into the

;Gﬂunal] of Ministers. That was all.”

’% The Plot Takes Shape

Drluv looked at me somewhat ironically and,

- all the while lighting and extinguishing a hand-

ai:nme cigarette lighter, he exclaimed:

- "What's that—the cabinet? Exactly the con-

: L.;_. lﬁlr]r. The cabinet must not know a werd about
it until everything has beenfinished."

|""j:" “But what's up?’ I asked.

hj‘". Orlov was silent for a moment. T lit a ciga-

Pf rétt,e and prepared to listen.

“Ape you with our agencey ?” he asked.

5 i‘No-H'

- Orlov made a gesture of surprise. I went on:
“Not now or ever.”

|
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“Comrade Hernandez,” he began, in a tone

-

ik o e St

the? GPU’S Orlov

Orlov lit and extinguished his lighter,

“] thought you were one of us, But no mat-
ter,” he-said between his teeth. Then he began
to talk:

Since a while back (he told me) he had been
following the trail of a Falangist [France fas-
cist] spy network . . . POUM elements were
mixed up with it. Hundreds of arrests had been
made. The most important figure caught, an engi-
neer named-Golfin, confessed everything ... Nin
[Andrés Nin, the POUM leader] was seriously
compromised , . . Gorkin . . . Andrade . . . Giro-
nella . .. Arquer . . . the whele Trotskyist gang.
.+« One Roca acted as liaison man between the
POUM and the Falangists in Perpignan. ... A
valise full of documents was captured in Ger-
ona from one Riera. ... Also, the proprietor of
a hotel named the Dalmau was convicted and
confessed. . Everything was being gotten
ready to strike. . . . | had held it UP. + « « The
cabinet must know ln'l'l'tllg. + + + Not even the
minister. . . . '

By the Throat

“Tell me, Orlov, why are you afraid of the
cabinet’s intervention?”

“The enemy is everywhere,” he replied cold-
ly. And then he added in explapation:

“From the beginning we have erected inter-
vention by the official police,”

“But the gﬂvernment can't be unaware of an
affair of such scope,” I said.

“Zugazagoitia is a personal:friend of some
of those who had to be arrested,” he replied.

“When vou present all that evidenee—"

‘“He will do nothing,” Orlov cut me short.
“He's anti-Communist enough.”

“In this case, it's a question of fighting the
enemy and not of pleasing the Communists.”

“We'd run the risk of spoiling everything,”
insisted -Orlov.-

“In som& way or other he’ll have to be drawn
in and it will always be better to prepare him
for it rather than surprise him.”

“I know what I'm talking about, Hernandez."

“And I know what I'm doing,” I answered.

“MNovw is the ideal moment to deliver an anni-
hilating blow against this gang of counter-
revolutionists. We have them by the throat,” he
anid confidently.

“I don't doubt that you have them by the
throat, but I think this whole story will end in
a big political scandal.”

“What's that? You don't believe the story?”

“That's not it, exactly, but it's pretty close
to what I'm thinking,"” I declared. )

“We have a mountain of evidence, crushing
Pfo-”

“May I speak honestly, Orlov?”

A.Good Laugh

Orlov's face had hardened. Looking him
straight in the eyes, I hazarded the idea that
was bubbling up in my head:

"My impression is all these proofs are a clev-
erly prepared phoetomontage, but 1 doubt
whether they will stand up in evidence before
a legal tribunal.”

-“We have the scale-plan which shows the
military emplacements of Madrid, identified by
itz maker, Golfin. On this plan there is a mes-
sage written in invisible ink and addressed to
Franco. Do you know what name is signed to
this mezsage?’ he asked in a triumphant tone.
“By Andrés Nin!"

1 broke into a spontaneous and natural burst
of laughter.

“What are you laughmg about?" he asked,
annoyed.

“Man, you can't be serious! Please don't tell
such a nonsensical stery around here, because
people-are just going to. get a good laugh: In
the whole country you wen't find a single citi-
zen capable of believing that Nin is such an
idiot as to write messages to Franceo in invisible
ink—in the era of radis.”

“You don't believe it?” he asked angrily.

HND.”

“Then you suppose it's all a lie?”

“All—no," I answered coldly. "I think the
plan exists, Golfin exists, that you have state-

ramed |

The Revelations of
Jesus Hernandez—II

ments, I believe in everything divine and hu-
man. What I can’t believe is the simpleminded-
ness of the message.”

“It's Nin's!" he roared in a rage.

“I don't believe it,” I insisted, serenely.

“You don't believe-that he is a counter-revo-
lutionary Trotskyist, a spy, an agent of
Franco?"

“Whatever he may be, the one thing he isn’t,
because I know him, is an idiot. I've had deal-
ings, more or less with all of them, Nin, An-
drade, Gorkin, Maurin and the rest, and I don't
believe theyv're capable of such stupidity.”

“But if we have mountains of papers and
documents signed and sealed by the POUM " he
shouted in anger.

“Then I believe it even lesa.”

The Kremlin's Interest

Orlov made a gesture of impatience,

"My friend Orlov,” | said, “let's talk serious-
ly. You people want to put on a big trial against
the Trotskyists in Spain, as a demonstration of
the reason you had to shoot the opposition in

the USSR. | know the Pravda article, of dlmeost-

two months ogo, in which it was announced
that the 'purge’ begun in Spain will be carried
through with the same vigor as in the Soviet
Union. So | understand your interest, perfecily.
But let's not complicate life, which is already
complicated encugh. If you wish, we can de=
vote a special page in our newspapers; every
day, to denounce them as a gang-of enemies of
the people, but let's not get up fierce ﬂlnw-
pieces, because nobody will believe them."

“But if we have the proofs!” exclalmed
Orlov.

“If I know your ‘apparatus,’ I'm aware they
are able to manufacture dollars out of rag
paper.!ﬂ

“That’s nonsense—and an impermissible
opinion,” muttered Orlov, obviously angry and
annoyed

'Tf it annoys you, then consider tl-mt I've said
nothing,” I said ironically.

“You have =aid, and you are saying, very
seripus things,” he threatened.

“You are a specialist in matters of espionage
and counter-espionage? What would you do
with an agent who zent you documents of the

greatest importance written on official station-.

ery, signed with his name and, to .cap it all,
validated with a stamp which said GPU_ ™

Provocateurs and Ildiofs

He looked at me a bit perplexed. Rallying,
he answered :

“They don't have our techniques or our ex-
perience.”

"Almost all of them are acquainted with ille-
gal werk and lived through the underground
peried of the Communist Party. If they had
committed such a simple indiscretion as signing
their name to an unimpertant communication,
we would have expelled them as provocateurs,

or as imbeciles. How do you expect-me to be---

lieve that in the midst of war they sign docu-
ments addressed to Franco?"

“We have the testimony and statements of
the arrested men themselves,” he replied. J

“If you managed to get these confessions, for
me they have no more ‘legal” value, no matter
how you got them, than the ertten signed and
sealed documents.”

“All these documents and all these state-
ments will go to the court trial, and there will
be reason enough and evidence enough to hang
all of them.”
~ “In any case, T insist that the procedure be
to get an order from the minister to finish this
job. If I'm needed for that, I'm at your service.”

“That way, we'll lose everything.” he grunted
in a bad temper.

ki nﬂﬂ’-‘hi‘-ﬂ "-‘%
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The POUM in Spanish Civil W

“By the way you want, there'll only be a scan-
dal, a scandal which will hurt our party, which
18 already sufficiently abused.”

“You promised to help us,” he said, indig-
nantly. .

“I am ready,” 1 declared.

“There's no need to go on,"”
talk to José Diaz.

“It seems to me quite proper,” T said, to irri-
tate him, “that the secretary of our party
should know what's going on in Spain.”

Rising, still holding the lighter, Orlov did
not see, or pretended not to see, the hand I held
out to him in farewell.

With a nod of his head as sole greeting, he
went out, face dark as a cloud,

Spiritual Death

"All men are equal,” | told myself, seeing him
go out stifly ond elegantly.
openly they despise us and #ry to humiliate us.
They act as if they were in a conquered coun-
Ary and behave like masters to serfs.”

I immediately went to the private home of
our party secretary. I found him in bed, sur-
rounded by a litter of medicines, His duodenal
ulcer had him down.

In a few words I informed him of my inter-
view with Orlov.

With that strong Andalusian accent of his,
Diaz confided his thoughts to me in more detail
than ever before:

“] feel nauseated, nauseated of myself and
everything. My faith is failing, . .."”

I looked on his wasted, drawn face, where
moral suffering and physical pain had sunk

said Orlov. “I'll

The Roots of the Confusion in the SWP — —

g

"At bottom and

their claws. I felt sorry for this shattered man.
It was a reflection of my own self-pity,

"l would rather have died than have to sur-
vive this spiritual death. I've been a man who
gave himself with fanatical enthusiasm to the
USSR. You know that ... | was o bokery work-
er. My revolutionary restlessness pushed me
toward anarcho-syndicalism. | joined the ac-
tion groups because it seemed fo me il\ni- in
this way | was glvllq more and sacrificing more
for my ideals. | was always ready to die for
what | believed, for what | had faith in. Later
the Soviet Union, Stalin, triumphant socialism,
drew me to Communism. | devoted myself with.
passion, without reserve, convinced that the
USSR was our ideal goal. | would have sacri-
ficed my wife, my daughter, my parents. . . . |
would hove killed, assassinated, to defend Rus-
'sia, to defend Stalin. . . . And today . .. what?
: + « Everything crumbles, everything in ruins ot
mf 'e.'l s om wh" F“rpﬂ“ hﬂ‘ our Iiﬁ? - &
I've made efforts to convince myself that I'm
mistaken, understand? . . . Because | want to
believe, because | can't admit that everything
is a lie. To come to that conclusion is the end
W I'Iﬂﬂ'lll!ﬁll&l!. o

He took two pills out of a bottle and swal-
lowed them with a sip of water.

Moscow's Sepoys
“When I think of all that,” he said, “I feel
worse."”
“Pessimism and despair won't help us, Pepe,”
I said, to encourage him.
“I know. But the reality erushes my heart.
I can't help it."

Then he continued : “These days while L Bui-q‘
fer in bed,” he said, “I've permitted myself to ‘-f.
think carefully about our situation. The con= |
,lu ;
% ]

clusion T arrived at is not consoling. The ‘tq—j
varichi’ meddle in the Political Bureau as they
please. I have a feeling that they will try to get
rid of us, you and me, using any of the thou-
sand means at their disposal. Tt will not

immediately, because no one—not they in thq
first place—is interested in provoking a crisia
of leadership by differences with the meth-
ods and policies of the USSR. But they will fin-

ish with us. Question of time, and tactics. As

4

for me, using my illness as their excuse, they
don’t even take the trouble to ke-ep me informed:
about what is taking place in the leadership.

To find out what's happening I have to call in
ther'

one comrade or another, and always it's
same: ‘We are doing th:s because Cudowllu
directed it . . . because Stepanov ordered it .

because Tc-ghatt: advigsed it , ,.)" -~ _..+

“It’s more than an invasion, it’s a coloniza-
tion,” I said, with little gayety. : .

"The Kremlin's sepoys [native soldiers lull

by the British colonialists in Indial—that's what,
he said in anger. "l have gone over
the whole Central Committee in my mind, and
I don't find more than a half dozen men capable

we are,”

of taking a firm position at our side. A half
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dozen against 300,000 members! And against e |
the traditien. And against the prestige of the .
Soviet Union," he added, disheartened. sy A
We remained silent. The figures weighed om ,*'.
our hearts like lumps of lead. They crushed uss
(Continued next week) a8
a _,,fl
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IContinved from page 5)

that has been written by the theoreti-
cians of the Fourth International and
the SWP. Evervthing that has happened
in Russia and outside under the direction
of Stalinism has been exactly opposite
of the analyses they have mada.

Under Stalinigm the nationalization of
property and the collectivization of agri-
culture and land has been completed.
Production has been raised to heights
hitherto unknown by Russia. In strength-
ehing the economy, the Stalinist regime
strengthened its own class rule. And in
strengthening the economy at home and
its own class rule, it has extended its
base and its economy through the estab-
lishment of other states in the image of
Russia. While it is true that the expan-
sion  of nationalist Stalinism has in-
creased its' world contradictions, that
fastor does not and eanuot invalidate the
facts about Stalinizm.

COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY?

The Kremlin made the “revolutions"
in EBastern Europe. They would never
have occurred in the immediate post-war
years if it depended upon the small and
discredited native Stalinist organiza-
tions, No, these “revolutions” were car-
ried on the bayonets of Stalin’s army.
The so-called Chineze revolution may
have had a significant measure of inde-
pendence, but it was carried out in com-
plete agreement with, and in a large
measture under direction and choice of
the Stalinist regime in Huzzia, These
“revolutions” were Stalinist-inspirved, or-
ganized and led. This is the truth, the in-
cantrovertible truth.

The SWP factions argue over whather
Stallnism i “coudter-revolutionary through
ond throogh™ (majority) or whether it is
both “revolutionary and counter-revolo-
tHiorary” (minority). On their part this
part of the dispute s o sterile confusion
on both sides, OFf course Stallnism has
sh itself to be “revolutionary” if we
use that term to refer to its anti-copitalist
revoluHonism, for it does indeed over-
throw capitalism wherever it can in order
to install Hs own exploitive systom, It is

Py ¥ by
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:unfur—nvu!lﬂnnrr with rﬂpn:l' to the
only pregressive,revelution of our times,
the sociolist revolution; the victeries of
Stalinism are in ne sente a victary for the
working class ar for socialism anywhere,
but are defeats for the workers. What Is
decisive for the socialist ottitude toward
Stallnizm iz its counter-revelutionary role.

The strength of Stalinism rests on the
weakness and confusion of world eapital-
igm and of the socialist movements. The
Kremlin became strong not, as Hansen
and his friends believe, because it made
compromizes with capitalism or sought
them, but insofar as it pursued_an inde-
pendent course of taking advantage of
the difficultiez of the West, because it
strengthened the nationalized (Stalin-
ized) property forms, rather than under-
mmed them. In nndermining the revalu-

A Labor View of the Coronation — —

[Continwed from page 1)

Thockeray showed unsquivecal dislike for
the Georges, but that since then their
ritired respectability and withdrawal
from politics has made the monarchy much
mere popular.

The next point’he makes is, I believe,
the most important one in this pamphlet.
Keir Hardie, the great British socialist,
was avowedly hostile to the monarchy at

the beginning of this century. But Keir

Hardie, the first Labor MP, was a social-
izt first and a republican second. He
said:

“In this country loyalty to the Queen
iz uzed by profit-mongers to blind the
eves of the people; in America loyalty to
the flag serves the same purpose. . . .
Therefore, until the s:.'stem of wealth
praduction be changed, it is not warth
while exchanging a queen for a president,

. The king-fraud will disappear when
l:he exploitimg of the people draws to a
close™

BLP's ATTITUDE i

Emrys Hughes continues, after exam-
ining the attitude of Georpe V. and
George VI, to point out that a partisan
president—probably hostile to Labor—
might be much more of a nuisance, Theze
Georges had .personally behaved in a
manner beyond reproach as far as politi-
cal legislation went. They had signed
legriglation without queation which their
father would have considered, with Lord

tion, however, the Stalinist system
emerged az a new class power based pre-
cisely on the property rclations at hand,
What is proved by this is that national-
ized property by itself iz no puarantee
that a workers' or socialistic state ox-
ists. It can prove, as in the case of Rus-
sia, that at least one other social form iz
pozsible on the basiz of nationalized
property. Thus, we have a “Soviet Un-
ion" without soviels, a “democracy" un-
der a totalitarian police regime, a “de-
generated workers’ state” without inde-
pendent workers' organization, trade un-

iong and cooperatives capable of inter-
vening in the amnnmy, a type of planned -
economy with an immense slave-labor
system and without workers' control,
and, finally, a crual, barbarous regime,
the most retrogressively natmnnllst we

Cromer, as “the end of all things.”

He putz hiz finger accurately on La-
hor's pulse when he declares:

“If there had been a Labor government
in power it certainly would not have
abolished the monsrchy,” although it
might have reduced its cost.”

It seemsz an extraordinary thing that
R. A. Butler, the Tory chancellor of the gx-
chequer, has expended so much political
energy and time to make cuts in expendi-
tures on schools, adult sducation, muse-
ums, ete., as contrasted with the 51,300,
000 o ywor it costs to keep the monarchy.
Even more startling is the 55.6 millien dol-
lars which the Corconation will cost offi-
eially, [This dovs not include the vast
sums spent by private firms-and businesses
to demonstrate their "loyalty.”)

TWO PREDICTIONS |

Various attempts were made to modify
the prbfession. Was it necessary—asked
Jamez Glanville, the Durham miners"
MP—to have a purely military parade?
Could it not include some industrial
workers? “We must have color and
pageantry,” was the answer to his plea
that the industrial workers be “permit-
ted"” to demonztrate their lovalty to the
erown alenpg with the military.

Emrys Hughes contrasts the pomp and
expense of the British monarchy with
that of Holland, where “the roval family
mixes freely with the people and the
young. princesses all attend the ordinary.

have zeen in modern times. "
The best that the Fourth Ilhrlufillil
and the SWP can summen up in the worl.i
prosent situation is to identify the lhﬂl'-" ,'.‘_'
ist victories with the socialist revolution.” =
:No wonder they prepare the copifulation
of their movement o Stalinism. If the ma-.
fority in the SWP hesitates on this course,

prefers s dwn coution to the minority’s
“daring,” It It not because if and I
why. The reaction s instinctive, : L':;*
But they cannot effectively counter :l.n;l, a8
defeat the minority’s tendency to orfent
toward Stalinism and vield to it ulﬂEIﬂ o
they first break with the theory which .
binds them to the minority, the theory of " {:
the “progressive” nationalized property s
forme which make “workers' states” oufp
of the totaliterian regimes of Russia and®
its satellites. .’-ﬁ}-’.
P
day school in the village near their
home." )
After stating the expense of a new 4
royal yacht which is supposed to be con:’ ;-T
vertible into a hospital ship, Hughnq- T
vites Eizenhower's example of using his:
vacht, the Williamsburg, as a convales-.
cent home for the Hed Cross. “No doubf
wounded ex-zervicemen appreciated the
presidential mesture,” he observes, e
One cannct help feeling that despite all' -
the bollyhoo and high-powered propas,
ganda associated with the momarchy,
Charles was an ominous nome to choose. LA
for the young prince. _Ex-king Farouk
thinks that "in fifty years' Hime there wi 2
only be five kings left in the wo Wl
king of Britain, the king of clibs, the king, |
‘of hearts, the king of diamonds ahd i-bq *g
king of spades.” | doubt .. T vz
- v
ol -:I-::.u
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lﬂmhnd frem page 11
‘xﬂnhi aside, then we have been some-
misinformed in the past by our awn
Department.
. When the truee proposals were an-
nounced, ‘Dr. You Chan Yang, South
Korean. ambaszador, told the State De-
partment that they were “completely un-
satisfactory.” In more stringent terms,
the- South Korean armistice representa-
tive, General' Chai Duk Shin, called it
“nothing but violating the soversignty of
* the Republic of Korea and uiter sur-
- render of our side to the enemy.” I
* gannot find any words in the new pro-
pﬂu.'ll-," he maid, “that reflect the opin-
- jons and rmmménd.nhons of the Korean
-k 'heuple " (“Korean people” is simply a
‘eode~word for the Rhee regime.)

&
| WHY RHEE OBJECTS

E‘ {- + And most annoying of all, the terms
¢

i

!

by

~ af the truce offer were made known to
~ Chof and to Rhee only one howr befors
their gubmisgion to the Stalinizsis. Korean
Jdémoeracy was not consulted by U, 5.
- megotiators, but neither was it consulted
- by Rhee—for one simple reason at least:
“its emergence has been effectively pre-
- _wented by the Rhee government.and by
“'Qm course of the Korean war,
_ Rhee's objections to the UN offer stem
rom his own aoim of uniting Korea under
@i own outheritorion regime ond he is
“Wrreconcilably opposed te any compromise
,,;I this scores But he is wHerly dependent
; U. 5. orms ond money: and at the
moment; the U. 5. seshs o deal with the
Stalinlsts in Koreo, Rhee can only hope for
the disintegrotion of trece negotations
‘. gnd the outbreak of the oflowt Third

193! while in Spain, He recently came to
;uhlm pttention in the U. 3, through a
geries of four articles published in the
" April issues of Life of this year and deal-

with the purgez of the Bolsheviks in
the *30s. Fully in consonanee with known
‘data, the Life articles provide a ghastly
n.ml nbﬂousl:.r first-hand behind-the-
scenes view of that terrifyingly tragic
period. Needless to say, neither Orlov,
from whom it would be too much to ex-
- pect, nor Life, whose moral limits in this
caze are bounded on one side by a simple
anti-Communizsm- and on the other by
éirculation requirements, identifies this
butcher as much beyond “a diplomat,
representing Stalin to the Spanish He-
puhlle during the civil war.” Orlov's ac-

2

i %4 [Continwed frem page 1}

- Tu"lda]:, organized the kidnaping, torture,
"~ and desth of my Conirade  Andrés Nin,

| {former secretary of the Imternational of
" Red Trade Unions at Moscow and former
" minister of justice in Catalonia . ..)."
-%'; {At this point in Gorkin's narrative it
= is now possible to interpelate that Alex-
?'q" ander Orlov fled the NKVD service in
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Pam,phlels by
LEON TROTSKY

The first eight pamphlets listed are
by Trotsky, and are editions pub-
L lished in Ceylon by Lanka Samasa-
moge Publishers,
Revalution in Spain
(January 1931)
The Lesson of Spain: the
. Last Warning 25
(Dee. 1937)
Marxizsm and Science A5
(Speech, 1925)
Against Social-Patriatizsm
(191
Ew and America 30
(Speeches in 1924 & 1926)
Whither Europe? A8
(Speech of 1926, included
in the above)
‘1 Stake My Life! .15
; (Speech on Mogeow Trialz)
* jn Dafense of October A5
(Spedeh, 1932)
The Zimmerwald Manifests g0
The famous anti-war
imm tion of 1915)
The Last Werds of
Adolf Joffe A0

Package price for all
10 pamphlets—$1.50

Labor Action Book Service
" 114 West 14 Street, N. Y. C.

{ Remittance muat accompany
all orders)
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World Wor. Meanwhile, like Chiong om
Formosa, he sesks snough concessions to
keep him alive and waiting.

Choi boycotted the Panmunjom ses-
slons in vielatipn of orders from Rhee as
a protest against the Allied offer. Rhee
later hailed his move as the act of a2
greal patriot. Rhee and his representa-
tives, before their - final capitulation,
threatened to- withdraw from the UN
command and to continue the war, Lo re-
gist the landing of troops and police of
the five-nation nentral commission. The
South Korean defense minister wvisited
every Korean armed unit, presumably to
gound -out their commanders on continu-
ing the war. Meetings were held with
newspaper editors, ostensibly to organize
a rally for war. And posters were put up
appealing, “Young men, hold on to your'
arms and advance north.”

"ORIENTAL MIND"

Feneral Chei, who was calling for a
war for “frecdom™ and against “com-
munism,”  wrote to -Lieutenant General
Harrison; senior UN - truce delegate: “I
assume that the Korean, representing
the Oriental mind, is in a hettar position
to judge the Communist belligerent in
Korea than any other Western: people.)’
There is other evidence to show what
Choi means by “communism.” The same
letter refers to India as & “pro-Comffiu-
nist™ nation, Im India, the democratic,
socimlist and labor mass movements
which alone can defeat Stalinism among
the masses, are flourishing and powerful,
& hope for-all Asia and- to the world.
Here too Choi and Ehee see a “commu-
nist™ menace in movementsz. like these

tivity in Spain was further revealed by
Jesus Hernandez's revelations, now be-
ing published. in LASODR ACTION.)

HOSTAGE

- After the fallure of the first attempt
Rabinovitch set Jocson im motion om the
job for which he had been 1o long fralned.
Of oll that Jaczon pretended o ba or
1ald, Gorkin believes that the ealy tree
thtatement was wranched out of him when
Trotsky's guards fell wpon him ofter be
hod dealt the blow: “But | am at their
mercy! Thay are keeping my mother pris-
oner!" :

The reference, of course, is to the
standard practice of the NKEVD in hold-
ing relatives -of agents who operate
abroad as hostages in Hussia, whenever
it iz possible.

Tentative but fairly certain identifica-
tion of Jacson by means of a scar on his
left forearm was made by Spanish refu-

‘geps in Mexico winr had known him in

Spain as a Catalan Stalinist rank-and-
filed named Mercader. Other evidence has
bean subsequently unearthed.

. “The mother of the assassin is, in
faot, -still ‘alive, and her maiden name
whas Eustasia Maria Caridad del Rio
Hernandez, She was born at Santiago de
Cuba‘on March 26, 1892, and not in Cata-
Jonia as T believed until recently. On
January T, 1811, at Barcelona, she mar-
ried Pable Mercader, who had been born
in - the Catalan eapital on August 26,
1884, Since that time she has been called
simply Caridad Mercader, She later lived
for several wyedrsz in Belgium and in
Franee, and it was in these countries that
she ruised her five children—four boys.
and a’ girl, This. iz the reason that they
all -speak French fluently. And it is also
the reason that Trotsky's assassin, the
third son, in assuming the identity of
Jacques Mornard who . . . lives not far
fromn Brussels, could pass as a Belgian.”

CARIDAD'S CAREER

According to a farmer cultural at-
taché of the Russian embassy at Paris,
her relations: with the NEVD began in
1928, She was sent on several confidential
missions to Cuba and Mexico. At the
game time, she and her daughter Mont-
gorrat worked in the fifteanth section of
the Paris Socialist Party, where former
members. remember her very well. Dur-
inm tha. Spanizsh. Civil -'War she was ac-
tive in the PSUC—the Unified Socialist
Party of Catalonin—which was integrat-
ed into the Stalinist structure. She also
worked more. directly on NKVD jobs,

One of the most important agents she
worked for was * ‘Pedro,” a former agenl
in Pariz and Brusssls operating under
the name of ‘Pierre’ who, having fled to
Moscow at the cod of the Spamish. war,
immediately became. the collaborator of
Manuilsky and - Dimitrov in the Comin-
tern, This ‘Pedro,” who was also known
as Guéré . . . removed: Antonov-Ovsey-
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whose emergence they have prevented in
South Korea.

The reaction of Washington was
prompt in this case. Eisenhower warnad
Rhee that the U. 8. would not be swayed
from itz course; and told him, according
to the New York Times, that “the zecur-
ity of the United States and other mem-
bers of the United Nations in Korea was
the first consideration’; thiz waz an open
threat to use armed force against recal-
citrant Hheeites.

SECOND STRING

Meanwhile, in the United States,
thoughts furned to the pesiibility of stim-
ulating a paloce overturn of the Rhee re-
gime if he foreced a showdown. "The

ited Mations commond hopes it has an
ace in the hole in the persom of General
Poik Sum Yup, 32-year-old South Kereon
chief-of-staff, who is now visiting in the
United States . . . due bock in Korea shord-
ly end if he is willing, ke might stand up
to President Rhee with come suceess.” Had
need arisen, Palk, or amy similer. might
have been decked out by the State Depart-
ment os the latest, and this time genuine,

Mdﬁ-lﬂunpﬂhhm_

place a doomed Rhee.

As it turned out, however, it proved
unneces=ary  to- mamelacture another
frec, dmtmera.tlc. representative govern-
ment, Rhée understood that he has as
much chance of maintaining himself
without the support of American bay-
onegts a3 his Chinese counterpart Chiang
Kai-shek. He finally bowed to the iron
factz of life with the announcement:
“We must accept anything that the
United States pregident wants.”

Murder —

enko, the Soviet advizer at Barcelona and

revolutionary who took the Wintar Pal-
ace in 1917, He was named commissar of
justice, no doubt to force him to return
to the USSR; he disappeared upon arriv-
ing at Odessa and no one has ever heard
him spoken of again. . . . ‘Pedro’ now
bears the name of Erno Gerfe—he iz
also known as Singer—and heads the
Ministry of Economy after having head-
ed the Ministry of Communicationzs. He
ig in reality one of the moat powerful
representatives of the MVD in Hungary,
where he played the principal role in the
preparation of the trial and in the ex-
ecution of his former collaborator Rajk.
About three months age he was named
first vice-president of Hungary. .. ."”

It was during this time that she ac-
tively introduced her children into NEVD
work. Ramon Mercader del Rio, the third
eldest child, born in 1904, was destined to
be the sssassin of Trotsky.

INFERNAL CIRCLE

“Along with his sister Montserrat he
was alwayz the spoiled child of his
mother; following her example he he-
came a doeile instrument of the NEKVD.
He entered inte the service of Stalinizm
mare out of ecorruption and.a love of ad-
venture than out of ideological eonvie-
tion."”

Caridad Mercader and her two chil-
drén, Muntsrerrat and Lonis, lived in
Moscow from 1940 to 1944, Through
Spanish refogpess formerly in Russia in
whom she confided, it is known thaf she
became disillusioned with KRuszia while
she was resident there. By personal ap-
peals to Beria and to Stalin himself she
succeeded in getting out of the country
in 1944, leaving her voungest son behind
her as a hostage, however, [

She and her davghter Montserrat lived
in Mexico from October 1944 to Novem-
ber 1945. They were, naturally, in con-

tact with the assassin. Through the in-

termediary of a judge and a lawyer,
Caridad Mercader tried to reopen the
case on the basiz that her son struck

“Trotsky in self-defense—a plea which, if

successfully sustained, would have se-
cured a radu:tml: in the aszazzin’s sen-
tence.

In the meanwhile, observes Gorkin,
Ramon Mercader lives like a prince—but
is congtantly watched over by a perma-
nent commission of NKVD agents.

*Stalin, Berio, ond the MYD know what
the feelings of Caridad Mercader must be
today after o stay of several years in the
USSR. They do not liguidate her, however,
for they fear that Ramen, a prisoser in
Mexico, wauld discover the truth, If they
liquidated Coridod they would alie have

" to. get rid of Montserrat, Georges, and

Louis. And it iz certain that if Ramen, who
has become emburrussing, is not ligui-
dated it iz out of fear of his mother and
his broathers. It s a sad borgaining be-
tween-life and death. An infernal circle.”

-

The ISL Prngram

in Brief

The mdependent Socialist League stands
for socialist democracy and ogoinst the
two systems of exploitation which now
divide the world: capitalism and Stalinism.

Capitalism connot be reformed or liber-

.alized, by any Foir Deal or other deal, so

as to give the people freedom, obundance,
security or peace, It must be abolished
and reploced by a mew soclal system, In
which the people owm and contrel the
batic sectors of the ecomomy, democrati-
cally controlling their own economic and
political destinies.

Stalinizsm, in Ruszia and wherever it
holds power, is @ brutal totalitarianism—
a new form of exploitotion. It agents In
every coonfry, the Communis? Parties, are
unrelenting esemles of socialism and have
mothing in commona with socialism—which
cannot exist withowt afWective democrakic
confrol by the people.

Thete twa comps of capitalism and Stal-
iniem are today ot each other’s throats in
a worldwide imperialist rivalry for domi-
nation. Thiz straggie can only lead to the

stands for bulidisg asd strengtheniag the

as

ety. The ISL is erganized to spread the
ideas of soclalem In the lober movemand
and ameng ol ether sections of the people.

betier the people's lof mow—iuch as the
fight for higher Hving stonderds, ogainst
Jim Crow and aati-Semitism, in defense of
civil liberties and the trode-usion meve-
ment. We sesk to join together with all
other militants In the lobor movement ax
a left force working for the formalion of
an independent labor party and other pro-
gressive peolickes,

The fight for democrocy and the fight

for sociallsm ore lmseparable. There cam

be no lasting and genulne democracy with-
cut soclalism, and there can be no social-
ism without democrocy. To sarcll onder
this banasr, foin the Indopendent Socialist
Leagus!

Get Acquainted!

Independent Socialist League
114 West 14 Street
New York 11, N. Y.

- O L want more information about
the jdeas of Independent Social-
ism and the ISL.

O I want to join the ISL.

NAME (pleane print)

CITY ’ =i e

The Handy Way fo Subseribe!

LABOR ACTION

Independent Sociolist Weekly
114 West 14 Street
MNew York 11, New Yérk

., Please enter my subscription:
O 1 year =t §2. 0O New
[0 6 months at 1. 1 Renswal

[0 Payment ennlmd.l ] Bill ma.

L

ZONBE

STATH -

ey
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